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BRAZILAna Oneide Lima (f) 

Jony Igson Miranda da Silva (m), aged 13  
 

Amnesty International is seriously concerned for the safety of Ana Oneide Lima, 

who has received death threats. She recently testified against a military 

policeman, who is accused of having shot Jony Igson Miranda da Silva in November 

2001. 

 

Over the past few months, Ana Oneide Lima has received a number of death threats 

by anonymous telephone callers. One of these said “deveria ter cuidado com 

sua vida, porque poderia acordar com a boca cheia de formiga” (“you should 

be careful with your life, because you could wake up with a mouth full of ants”). 

The term “mouth full of ants” is commonly used in death threats in Brazil as 

a way of saying “dead”.  

 

On 10 July, Ana Oneide Lima confirmed these death threats in court, in front 

of the accused policeman. According to reports, a second witness, who was also 

receiving death threats, did not attend the hearing. The policeman, who has 

been suspended from duty, has not been placed in custody.    

 

Jony Igson Miranda da Silva is a 13 year old, who used to wash car windows 

at traffic lights. According to reports, on 20 November 2001, he asked the 

passengers of a car if they wanted their window cleaned. Although they said 

no, he carried on washing the window. Witnesses say that the military policeman, 

who was in the passenger seat of the car, asked Jony if he wanted a Christmas 

present. When Jony replied that he did, the policeman reportedly shot him at 

point-blank range. The bullet, which passed through Jony’s arm and lodged in 

his body, is still inside him. The shooting has rendered him paraplegic, and 

it is unlikely that he will be able to walk again. 

 

The Pará state governor has recently proposed that the state pay a monthly 

pension of R$ 200 Brazilian Reais (about $70 US) to Jony Igson Miranda da Silva. 

This sum falls far below the amount of money needed to treat and care for him. 

   

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in 

Portuguese or your own language: 

- expressing serious concern for the safety of Ana Oneide Lima; 

- asking the authorities to investigate the death threats she has received 

and to bring those responsible for these threats to justice; 

- calling on the authorities to guarantee her safety and provide appropriate 

protection as determined by Ana Oneide Lima; 

- expressing your concern at the shooting of Jony Igson Miranda da Silva and 

calling for the person responsible to be brought to justice; 

- reminding the authorities of their obligations to provide full compensation 

to Jony Igson Miranda da Silva for his injuries suffered.   
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APPEALS TO: 

 

Pará State Governor 

Exmo. Sr. Governador do Estado do Pará                      

Sr. Almir José de Oliveira Gabriel  

Palácio dos Despachos  

Rod. Augusto Montenegro KM 9   

66823-010 Belém - PA, Brazil 

Telegrams: Governador do Estado do Pará, Belém-PA, Brazil 

Fax: +55 91 248 0133  

Salutation: Vossa Excelência/Your Excellency 

 

Pará State Secretary for Public Security 

Secretário de Segurança Pública do Estado do Pará 

Dr. Paulo Celso P. Sette Câmara 

Rua Arcipreste Manoel Teodoro 305 

66023-700 Belém - PA, Brazil 

Telegrams: Secretário de Segurança Pública do Estado do Pará, Belém-PA, Brazil 

Fax. +55 91 225 2644 

Salutation: Exmo.Sr.Secretário/Dear Secretary 

 

Federal Secretary for Human Rights 

Sr. Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 

Secretaria de Estado dos Direitos Humanos_  

Ministério da Justiça_  

Esplanada dos Ministérios,  

Bloco T,4º andar , Sala 420_  

70064-900 Brasília - DF, Brazil 

Telegrams: Secretario de Estado dos Direitos Humanos, Brasília-DF, Brazil 

Fax:+ 55 61 226 7980 

Salutation: Exmo.Sr.Secretário/Dear Federal Secretary 

 

COPIES TO: 

President of the Pará Justice Tribunal 

Climenie Bernadete De Araújo Pontes 

Tribunal de Justiça do Estado do Pará 

Largo de São João, s/n, Bairro Cidade Velha 

66015-260 Belém - PA, Brazil 

Tel/Fax: + 55 91 218 2454 (When someone answers say ‘Me da tom de fax por favor') 

 

Lawyer 

Walmir Breilaz 

c/o Assembleía Legislativa  

Rua do Aveiro 130 

Gabinete 2A4, anexo 2 

66020-070 Belém - PA, Brazil 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Brazil accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 28 August 2002. 


