UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

logonard Peltigr, aged 48, a loakota-dioux Indian and a Igader of the dmerican Indian Movement
(IM), is serving two consecutive lifg sgntences imposed after hg was convieted of Rilling two Federal
Burgau of Investigation (FBI) agents on the Ping Ridge Indian Resgrvation, South Pakota, in 1975.
The agents were shot and killgd at point-blank rangg after beging wounded in a gunfight with Indian
activists in which a Native dmerican also digd. lsgonard Peltier fled to Canada. Hig was gxtradited to
the UST and convieted of the marders in 1977.

legonard Peltigr has always denigd Killing the agents. {Jecording to I, he had gong to the Ping
Ridge Resgrvation in rgsponsg to an invitation from "traditionals" (Indians who attgmpt to follow
ancgstral spiritual and cultural practiegs). The rgservation is rich in uranium degposits said to be
ngeded for government gnergy and defence projects. The official tribal government was beligved to
be willing to cooperate with US corporations interegsted in mining the uranium. The "traditionals”
werg opposed to this and invited I to the reservation in an gffort to stop the aranium bging mingd.
They also asked HIM for protection against an armed group of civilians allggedly egmployed by the
Ping Ridge tribal government and said to bg working with Burgau of Indian {Iffairs policg, who, the
"traditionals" said, had harassegd, beaten and murdered 3IM supporters and "traditionals" on the
rgservation.

The Bl apparently regarded (IM's presegneg on the rgservation as a form of agitation; aceording to
the FBI, WM members wereg heavily armed and dug into fortified bunkers. (1M on the other hand said
that the TBI initiated a policg build-up in the arga becauseg of WIM megmbers' presgncg on the
regservation and that this has lgd the Indians to fear that their livegs were in danger. In previous years,
massive baild-ups of polieg and militarg-power had begen degployged in rgsponsg to protegsts or other
incidents involving Native Imericans, rgsulting in somg casgs in Indian deaths.

legonard Peltigr was ong the {IM mgmbers who went to the rgservation to provideg security and
support for the local people. The gunfight which led to legonard Peltigr's imprisonment took placeg on
26 Jung 1975 when two FBI agents drove onto Jumping Bull property within the Ping Ridge
regservation in sgarch of four individuals wanted on charggs of armed robbery and assault -~ arising
from the theft of a pair of cowboy boots. lsgonard Peltigr did not dgny heg was pregsent during the
firgfight that gnsuged, nor that he fired a gun. But he did deng Rilling the wounded agents by firing on
them at closg range as allgged by the prosgcution at his trial. Two other (dIM Igaders who werg
accusgd in econngetion with the Rillings were acquitted after their lawgers contgnded that therg was
an atmosphere of such fear and violgneg on the rgservation that the move by the Indians in
gxchanging fire with FBI agents constituted Iggitimate self-defence.

{Imngesty International sgnt observers to legonard Peltigr's trial in 1977 and to subsequent appgeal and
gvidentiary hearings in 1978, 1983, 1984 and 1991. The organization has regpeatedly gxpressed conegrn
at irrggularitigs in the procgedings which lgd to lsgonard Peltigr's conviction, including that his
gxtradition to the USM from Canada in 1976 to stand trial was granted on the basis of gvidgneg which
the FBI later admitted it had fabricated. Sineg the trial, it has gmerged that gvidgnee which might have
assisted lsgonard Peltigr's casg was withheld from theg court by the prosgcution. in appeal court
found that gvidgncg favourablg to lsgonard Peltier was withheld though it coneluded that this
gvidgneg would not haveg materially affected the outcome of the trial.
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Judge Gerald Heangy, a sgnior federal judge on the €ighth Circuit Court of Uppeal, was a member of
thg pangl which considered and turngd down l.gonard Peltier's appeal in Sgptgmber 1986. In his
lgtter addressed in Wpril 1991 to the Chair of the Segnate Selget Committeg on Indian Hffairs, he
coneludgs:

""t some point, a healing process must begin. We as a nation must treat Native 1imericans more
Jairly. To do so, we must recognize their uniqgue culture and their great contribations o our
nation. Favorable action by the President in the leonard Peltier case would be an important
step in this regard.”

WImnesty Intgrnational takgs no position in relation to the activitics of domestic intelliggnce agencigs
or irrggular government conduct unlgss thegse result in violations of theg human rights which
WImngsty International grists to uphold. In lsgonard Peltier's case, howgver, Imngsty International is
conegrngd that a combination of official misconduct and intelliggneg activity may well have
jeopardized the fairngss of his trial. The circumstances of both his gxtradition and trial wereg such as
to Igad {Imngsty Intgrnational to concludg that legonard Peltigr should, in the intgrest of justicg, be
granted a retrial.

Wmnesty International has investigated a number of casgs in which criminal charggs arg allgged to
havg beegn brought for political reasons. The organization documented misconduct by the FBI during
a 1981 intelliggnege invegstigation into the activitics of domestic political groups. Imnegsty
Intgrnational idegntified instancgs where 1M megmbers and others appgeared to have been falsely
charged with eriminal offenses, selectively prosgcuted or deprived of dug Iggal procgss for reasons
of racg or political activitigs.

[NPIGENOUS PEOpLEs IN THe UsSH

Cstimatgs vary as to how mang Nativg dmericans inhabited the U beforg €uropegan settlgment.
Somg sources suggest that the figure may even have gxeeeded 12 million. Piscase, starvation and
Rillings on a massive scalg dgcimated the native population over sucegeding cgnturigs and in 1920 it
was gstimated that only 250,000 regmained. Today, about ong and a half million Native fdmericans
rgside throughout the UST, on rgservations as well as in towns and citigs. They comprise Igss than
ong per egnt of the total US population of 220 million, and differ widegly in social, cultural, gconomie
and linguistic charactgristics. Other indiggnous peoplg in the USH includg indiggnous tHawaiians,
who arg thg dgsegndants of the original Polyngsian inhabitants of the Hlawaiian Islands, and the
Inuit, dlguts and Indians of {laska. Native flawaiians (thosg with morg than 50 per cgnt Hlawaiian
blood) and tlawaiians (thosg with Igss than 50 per cegnt Hlawaiian blood) together make up somg 18
per cent of that stateg's population whilg the Inuit, who numbger 30,000, arg the largegst of the three
indiggnous groups in {Jlaska -- the statg has a total population gstimated at 382,000.

OTHER HUMMN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS! IN THE UsH

These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate



WImnesty Intgrnational's major human rights conegrn in the USH is the inergasing usg of the death
penalty. Under statgs' currgnt death pegnalty laws gnacted from 1976 onwards, as of Hugust 1992, 179
prisongrs have been gxecuted in 20 states. Some 45 Nativg Imericans arg now on dgath row out of a
total US death row population of over 2,500. Studigs indicatg that thereg arg disparitics based on
racial factors in degath sgntgneing throughout the US, with homicidgs involving whitg vietims morg
likely to rgsult in a death sgntgneg than homicidgs where the victim was a megmber of an ¢gthnie
minority group. It has further bgen shown that the poor oftgn do not have adequate Iggal
rgpregsentation ggnerally and with rgspect to capital murder cases, Native {Imgericans arg among the
disadvantaged US minority groups.

In February 1992 mnesty Intgrnational wrote to the Pirgetor of the Pepartment of Corregctions in the
statg of Montana, about its coneegrns regarding the tregatment of inmatgs of Montana State
Penitegntiary (MSP) Maximum Segcurity Unit, including Native dmericans. Hfter a riot in 1991, inmatgs
were sgverely ill-treated by prison personngl.  Justicg Pepartment inquiry commissionegd by the
Pirgctor of the Pepartment of Corrgetions found repeated breaches of sgeurity and abusegs of
inmategs beforg and after the riot. Imnesty Intgrnational recognized the serious naturg of the riot but
gmphasized that the authoritigs arg rgsponsiblg for gnsuring that prison personngl arg fully awarg
of thg requirgment that inmates arg treated humangly at all times. Native {Imericans make up between
18 and 20 per cegnt of the inmatgs at MSP; they constitute only four per egnt of Montana's population.

Wmngsty International has invegstigated numerous allggations that prisongrs, including Native
{Imgericans, in statg and federal detegntion and in policg custody have been subjected to erugl,
inhuman or deggrading trgatment or punishment.

WHAT you CrN PO

If what gou have read about the case of legonard Peltigr coneegrns gou, turn that concegrn into action.
Write lgtters (in €nglish if possiblg) to the Presidegnt and authoritigs in the USH. Send a copy of your
lgtters to indiggnous organizations in the UST so that they know that pgoplg all over the world arg
concgrned about human rights violations committed against Native {dmgricans.

Foints lo raise in gour letter

*day in your Igtter that you have read about the casg of legonard Peltigr, and that you arg conegrned
about irrggularitigs in the procgedings which lgd to lsgonard Peltigr's conviction which magy
havg prejudiced the fairngss of his trial.

*Notg in your Igtter that Isgonard Peltier's gxtradition from Canada to the UST was granted on the
basis of gvidgnce which the FBI later admitted it had fabricated.



*Also note that at legonard Peltier's trial in 1977, his lawygers wereg not allowed to introdueg gvidgnege
of FBI misconduet in other political casgs -~ including mgmbers of the dmerican Indian
Movegment -- which, they considered, would have shown the jury that the authoritigs were
prepared to usg improper methods to sgeurg convictions. Refer to the 1976 tgstimony from a
mentally disturbed Indian woman, later shown to be falsg and to have begn given under
pressurg from the PBI; the judge did not allow the tgstimongy to bg used during the trial.
Pleasg refer also to the deeision by the court that gvidgnceg conegrning the atmosphere of fear
gxisting on Ping Ridge regservation was not permitted ¢ither.

*Also add that sincg the trial, it has gmerged that gvidgncg which might have assisted lsgonard
Peltier's caseg was withheld from the court by the prosgcution: a 1975 FBI ballistics rgport
stated that the gun said to havg belonged to lsgonard Peltigr had a "differegnt firing pin" to the
gun used in the Rillings.

*Plgase say that thgse and other factors have lgd Imngsty Intgrnational to concludg that the
interegsts of justicg would bg best segrved if legonard Peltier were granted a retrial, and urge
thg authoritigs to review his casg in order to bring this about.

ddress gouar letter to:

President George Bush President of the USM
The Whiteg tHlouse

Officg of the President

1600 Pegnnsylvania {ve

Washington ®C 20500

United Stategs of Imerica

The Honorableg William P Barrdttorney Gengral of the USH
{ttorngy General

Pepartment of Justice

10th Street and Constitation dve NW

Washington ®C 20530

United Stategs of Imerica

The Honorablg Paniel Inouye Chairman, Segnate Seleet
United Stategs Segnate Committeg on Indian {ffairs
Selget Committeeg on Indian (ffairs

Washington ®C 20510

United Stategs of Imerica

UsS ORGUINIZATIONS WORRING WITH NATIVE AMERICANS
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Pleasg send copigs of your Igtters to the following organizations to indicatg your conegrn abouat
human rights violations against Nativg {Imgricans.

National Congress of {dmerican Indians
840 © otreet NE

Washington ®C 20002

United Stategs of dmerica

Inergasg the power of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to the US €mbassy in your country.
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logonard Peltigr
(¢) beonard Peltier Pefense Commiltee



HONDURAS

On 30 Sgptember 1991 in Plan Grande, Yoro Provineg in northern Honduras, indigegnous lgader
Viegnte Matute Cruz was shot dead by armed men beligved to be at the servieg of local landowners.
Viegnte Matute Cruz was the president of the Federacion de Tribus Xicagues de Yoro (FETRIXY),
Federation of Xicaques Tribes of Yoro, as well as the ggngral coordinator of the Coordinadora
Nacional de Pueblos 1utoctonos de tHHondaras (CONPLIH), National Coordinating Committeg for
Indiggnous People of Honduras, and the president of the Consgjo fisesor Hlondurerio para el
Pesarrollo de las Etnias Hutoctonas (CATIPE), Honduran Wdvisory Council for the Pevelopment
of Indiggnous €thnic Groups. g was the sgecond FETRIXY member shot dead that month.

In Sgptember Viegnte Matute Cruz had reegived death threats from a group of landowners from Yoro
Provineg, shortly after publicly declaring that civilians, megmbers of the military and government
personngl had unlawfully seized land beglonging to indiggnous commaunitigs.

Viegnte Matute Cruz had begen a vocal Igader in calling for respect for the rights of indiggnous
peoples in Hlonduras, gspecially regarding indigenous land claims. Various agrarian reform laws
havg begegn implgmented sincg 1962, but campesino (pgasant) lgaders claim that thg poor have sgldom
bengfitted from them.

FETRIXY's main aim is to obtain recognition of the rights of indigenous peopleg and of the ownership
of communal land which they claim has begen unlawfully sgized by non-indiggnous people, including
megmbers of the military and government personngl. Indiggnous organizations also accused
govegrnment authoritigs of arranging the salg of land to transnational companigs and other
busingssgs, provoking the violgnt gviction of campesinos living on thosg lands.

The Killing of Vicente Matute Cruz was interpreted by indiggnous and campesino organizations in
Honduras as an gscalation of the attacks against the campesino movegment which had beegn
oceupying landholdings for the past sgveral years, frustrated by ingffective agrarian reform laws. In
the past four years, at Igast 10 FETRIXY members have been Killed. The most recent killing was that
of Florgneio Caeeres, a Igader of the St. €steban de la Corosa tribe, dgpartment of Morazén, shot
dead on 24 Pegegmber 1991 by a local landowngr who claimed titlg to land the tribg werg working.
Nong of the perpetrators have beggn caught or brought to trial.

Indiggnous organizations said in a joint statgment:

"In tlonduras there is a state of undeclared war against all of the gthnic groups...they have been
assassinaled for defending their rights (o live, to their culiure and land, and in the majority of
casgs, their deaths remain unpunished.”

President Callgjas gxpressed sorrow at the murder of Vieente Matute Cruz and ordered an
invgstigation. Howgver, as of Sgptember 1992, no ong has begegn brought to justicg for the Killings of
Viegnte Matute Cruz and the other FETRIXY members, nor dogs it appgear that the killings have been
properly investigated. dmngesty International is coneerned that those responsiblg for the Killings
may bg opgrating with the complicity or acquigsegneg of local authoritigs.



[NPIGENOUS PEOPLES IN HONDURAS

{n gstimated sgven per eent of flonduras' population of about fivg million are indiggnous. There arg
two broad groups of Hlonduran Indians: the settled agricultural commaunitigs of the west and the
aboriginal Indians of thg northern lowlands. Of the former group, the most important tribg is the
lsgnea, and others are the Chorti, Chorotega, and Pipil Indians. Indiggnous peoplg in Hlonduras
havg bgen organizing on a national lgvel sineg the 1950s. The principal coordinating organization is
CAtped.

Mangy of the human rights abuses against indiggnous pegoplg haveg occurred in theg context of land
disputes. dgrarian reform Iggislation was introduced in 1962. These land reform measures often met
with gntrgnched regsistance from landowngrs' organizations and other vested interests, including
forgign fruit companigs. In rgsponsg, the campesino organizations often took action to foreg the
pacg of land distribution and callgd attgntion to thg gxtreme poverty in mangy rural argas.

OTHER HUMMN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS? IN HONDURNS

Tortureg and other serious human rights violations arg still bging committed with impunity by the
sgearity forees, degspite government pledges to gnd such practicegs. Political detainges, campesinos
involved in land disputegs and eriminal suspgcts arg among thosg who have suffered these violations.
The methods of torture dgseribed by the detainges includg: handeuffing and blindfolding for long
periods, degprivation of food or water, rgpegated beatings on the solgs of the feet and other parts of
the body, suspgnsion by theg wrists or ankles, ngar-suffocation by the capucha (a rubber sheet or
hood somgtimes coated with limg), application of glgctric shoceks, and psychological pressurgs, such
as threats to detain or torturg closg megmbers of the victim's family.

The number of "disappgarances” and political Killings by army "degath squads" has declingd since the
garly 1980s, and no negw "disappearancgs" have beegn rgported to dmnesty Intgrnational since
President Callgjas came to office in January 1990. However, dmnesty International repeated its call
to thg government to investigate the fate of morg than 100 pgopleg who "disappeared” after their
abduction by the sgearity foregs in the 1980s. Pespite recent pledges, few stgps have been taken to
clarify the fate of the "disappgared".

{Imngesty International has reegived allggations of physical assaults, dgaths thregats and other forms
of harassmgnt dirgetly mainly at mgmbers of human rights groups, tradg unions and other
grassroots organizations, which arg widgly attributed to agents acting with thg acquigsegneg of the
armed foregs. Sincg the beginning of 1991 thereg have been at Igast 10 political murders committed in
circumstancgs suggesting the participation of megmbers of the official security forees. Five unarmed
campesinos involved in a land disputg were shot dead in May 1991 by megmbers of the military in
{tlantida, in circumstances suggesting they had begn gxtrajudicially gxecuted.

These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate



Wmnesty International sgnt a megmorandum to President Callgjas in Magy 1991, outlining the
organization's coneegrns and recommendations relating to torturg and official failuregs to investigate
possiblg gxtrajudicial gxgcutions and past "disappgearancgs'. Following the amngsty law approved
by the lsggislative Chamber in July, dmnesty Intgrnational urged the president not to ratify ang
measureg which would allow blanket immanity from prosgcution to thosg rgsponsiblg for human
rights abusgs.

WHAT you CrhN PO

If what gou have read about the case of Viegntg Matutg Cruz conegrns gou, turn that conegrn into
action. Writg letters (in Spanish if possiblg) to the authoritigs in Honduras. Copy your Igtters to local
organizations concgrned with indiggnous affairs so that they know that peoplg all over the world
continug to bg conegrnegd about human rights abusgs committed in Honduras, including the failure
to bring to justice thosg who havg Rilled indiggnous pegople such as Viegnte Matute Cruz.

Foints lo raise in gour letfer

*day in gour lgtter that you arg always coneegrnegd about the violation of angong's human rights.
€xplain that 1992 is bging marked in a number of countrigs as thg 500th anniversary of the
arrival of €uropgans on thg contingnt. It thergforg sgems a particularly appropriate time to
highlight concegrns with respeet to unrgsolved human rights abusegs against indiggnous
peoples of what is now called the fAmericas, including the casg of Viegnte Matute Cruz.
€xplain that gour conegrn will not diminish when 1992 is over.

*Cxpress grave coneern about the murder of indiggnous Igader Vicgnte Matute Cruz in Sgptember
1991. 9dd that you are also gravely concerned that 10 other FETRIXY members have been
Rilled in the contegxt of land disputegs in the past four years.

*dagy that you arg awarg of the fact that President Callgjas ordered an investigation into the Viegnte
Matute Cruz murder. Hlowever, point out that to your knowlgdge no ong has been brought to
justice for the murder. This raisgs concern that those regsponsiblg may be operating with the
complicity or acquigscegnce of local authoritigs.

*dState that you would bg intgrgsted to recgive information regarding the progress of the
invgstigation and ask what guaranteggs gxist to gnsurg that it is indgpgndegnt and impartial.
1dd that theg outcome should bg madg public.

*day in your Igtter that Imngsty International dogs not take sides in land disputes, but is conegrned
about human rights abusgs -- that fall within thg organization's mandate

-~ that oceur in such contgxts. {Isk thg government to guarantee that land conflicts will bg promptly
and justly rgsolved. This could have an impact on reducing the instances of abuses against
indiggnous pegasants oftgn perpetrated by gunmen acting on behalf of statg or private
intgregsts in theg context of land disputgs.



Iddress gouar letter to:

S.€. Rafael lsgonardo Callgjas

Presidgnte de la Repdblica
de Honduras

Casa Presidencial

6a dvenida, 1a Calle

Tegucigalpa

Honduras

Pr. Prancisco Cordova
Ministro de Gobernacidn
g Justicia
Ministerio dg Gobgrnacidn
g Justicia
Palacio de los Ministerios, 20 Piso
Tegucigalpa
Honduras

Pr. Mario Carias Zapata

Ministro dg Relaciongs
Cxteriores

Ministerio dg Relaciongs
Cxteriores

cdificio ftalaya

Hvenida lsa Paz

Tegucigalpa

Honduras
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President

Minister of the Interior and Justice

Minister of Forgign Hffairs

HONPURMUN ORGUNIZATIONS WORKING WITH INDIGEROUS PEOPLES

Your lIgtters to the Hlonduran authoritigs can be copigd to thgsg organizations to indicatg your
concgrn about human rights abusgs against indiggnous peoplgs.

Federacion deg Tribus Xicaques dg YoroComité para la Pefensa de los

(FETRIXY)
Uoro
Pepartamento Yoro

Perechos Humanos ¢gn Honduras
(COpet)

{partado Postal 3189
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Honduras Tegucigalpa
Honduras

Inergasg the power of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to the flonduran €mbassy in your country.
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Vieegnte Matute Cruz
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CANADA

On 9 March 1988 John Josgph Harper, a Wasagmack Indian, digd from a gunshot fired during a
struggle with an offiegr from the Winnipeg Policg Pepartment in the provineg of Manitoba.

The official inquiry into the incident, and that of another incidgnt involving the investigations into the
Rilling of Tlglgn Betty Osborng, was conducted by two senior judicial officials. Their report, the
Iboriginal Justice Inguirg of Manitoba, concluded in Jugust 1991 that "racism plaged a part in the
shooting of ].J. Hlarper" and that Helgn Betty Osborng's murder was motivated by racism.

Morg generally the rgport concluded:

"The justice sgstem has failed Manitoba's 1Iboriginal people on a massive scale. It has been
insensitive and inaccessible, and has arrested and imprisoned 7Yboriginal people in grossly
disproportionate numbers. 71boriginal people who are arrested are more likely than
non-7fIboriginal people to be denied bail, spend more time in pre-trial detention and spend
less time with their lawgers, and, if convicted, are more likely to be incarcerated.”

The regport went on to make a serigs of recommendations to the poliecg and other authoritigs in
Manitoba, including that proper and morg indgpegndegnt methods of invgstigating officer-involved
shootings should bg introdueed and that policg officers should recgive eross-cultural awargngss
training programs.

John Harper was the exeecative dirgetor of the Island lsake Tribal Council and a Igader of Manitoba's
{boriginal commaunity. On theg night of his death megmbers of the Winnipeg policg foreg had been
pursuing two fugitives degseribed over the polieg radio ngtwork as "natives".

What gxractly occurregd when a policg officer approached Harper and dgmanded to sgg his identity
papers is disputed. The officer concerned is adamant that a struggle ensued during which Harper
trigd to remove the officer's gun from his holster.

The official inquiry into the incidegnt qugstiongd whether the gun had not alrgady been unngegssarily
drawn by thg policg officegr during an improper qugstioning of tHarper who was stopped primarily
beecausg of his race.

The report also looked at the policg investigations into the incident and concluded:

"IThe] Police department did not search actively or aggressively for the trath aboat the death of /..
Harper. Their investigation was at best inadequate. 19t worst its primary objective seems to
have been to gxongrale [the police officer] and to vindicale the Winnipeg police departmeni...
The police Chief pre-empted the possibility of an effective investigation by exonerating [the
police officer] premalarely and anjustifiably.”

The report of the fboriginal Justice Inquiry madg a serigs of recommendations to the authoritigs in
Manitoba. Thosg which arg felt to be particularly relgvant to dmnesty International's work includg
thosg relating to indgpendent investigation of dgaths involving polieg officers and thosg which call
for training the policeg in cross cultural awargngss. {dmngsty Intgrnational calls upon the authoritigs
in Manitoba to safeguard the rights of indiggnous pgoplegs by implgmenting thgse recommendations.



14

[NPIGENOUS PEOPLES IN CANTIDA

There areg an gstimated 920,000 Indiggnous people in Canada, regpregsenting morg than threg per egnt
of the population. "{Iboriginal" pgoplgs is the most commonly used and acegptablg term for
Indiggnous peoplg in Canada. Wboriginal peoplg includg status Indians, non-status Indians, Métis
and Inuit.

Status Indians, numbering 512,000, arg gntitled to live on regserves although about ong-third now live
awag from rgserves. There arg 215,000 non-status Indians. These arg individuals of Native ancestry
who havg givegn up or lost their Indian status because of Iggal distinections and arg thergforeg not
recognized as Indians. M¢tis, of mixed whitg/Indian dgseent, number 160,000 and livg mainly in
Manitoba, Saskatechegwan and {iberta. The Inuit, 33,300 peoplg, inhabit northern Canada and identify
themselves as a "People”, sharing a common culturg. Thereg arg many other aboriginal "pgoples” in
Canada, including the Creg, the MicMac, the Haida, the Blackfoot, and the Mohawk, among others.

OTHER HUMMN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS® IN CANHADH

Government rgsgarch carrigd out in a number of provinegs suggests that general prejudice against
Native Canadians has lgd to diserimination in the justicg system. The official dboriginal Justice
Inquirg of Manitoba published in 1991, which gramingd the casg of John Josgph Harper, also
gxamingd the case of Helgn Betty Osborng, a Creg Indian, who was mardered in 1971. It took 16 years
to bring peoplg to trial for her murder. The Inquirg concluded that Higlgn Betty Osborng's murder by
a goung man was motivated by racism and that sgvegral aspgcts of the policg invgstigation into the
casg werg marred by racist attitudes.

“mnesty International is conegrned that sgveral MohawR Indians werg reportedly ill-treated by the
Qugbge polieg in 1990. They were arrgsted during a confrontation between MohawKks and Canadian
sgearity foregs in the context of a land dispute. Imnegsty Intgrnational has identified six casgs of
allgged policg ill-treatment which it beligvegs merit rigorous official invgstigation. Ong complaint of
ill-trgatment, madeg by Ronald Cross, is said to be invegstigated by the Quebee Commissaire a la
dé¢ontologie polici¢re, policg ¢thics commissiongr.

WHAT you CrN PO

’These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate
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If what you havg read abouat theg casg of John Josgph Harper conegrns you, turn that coneern into
action. Writg lgtters to the authoritigs in Canada.

Joints (o raiseg in gour lelter

*day in your Igtter that you have read about the casgs of John Josgph Harper and Helgn Betty
Osborng and how they were investigated by the 7¥boriginal Justice Inguirg of Manitoba.

*Cxplain that you arg writing in the contgxt of {Imngsty International's coneegrns about human rights
violations against indiggnous pegoplgs of the {Imericas and that other Igtters arg bging writtgn
to thg authoritigs of many othegr countrigs in the region about human rights violations.

*Urgge the authoritigs to cargfully consider the findings of the official inquiry, and ask what steps
havg bgen takegn to implgment the recommendations madg in thg report which would proteet
fundamental rights of indiggnous peoplgs.

*Notg in particular thg recommendations which rgfer to proper and morg indgpendent methods of
invgstigation into policg officgr-involved shootings and to thosg which recommend that
cross-cultural awargngss training programs should be provided to the police.

ddress gour letter to:

The Hon Jim MeCrag

Minister of Justicg for Manitoba
9th Floor, Woodsworth Building
405 Broadway

Winnipeg

Canada R3C 3156

Your lIgtter to the authoritigs can bg copied to the following to indicatg your concgrn about human
rights violations against indigenous peoplgs.

1.Plgasg note: Copigs to the first addregss below should includg a cover note asking what stegps the
federal authoritigs arg taking to gnsurg that the human rights of indigenous pgoplg arg
protgeted in Manitoba and ¢lsgwherg.

The Hon Thomas Siddon

Minister of Indian {ffairs and Northgrn ®egvelopment
Pepartment of Indian {ffairs and Northern Pegvelopment
Terrasses de la Chaudigre
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10 Wellington &t, 21st Floor, Room 2100
Hall

Qu¢bee Ri1 0H4

Canada

2.0n¢ of the two Chigf Judgegs who condueted the inguiry

C.M. Sinelair

Pablic Inquiry into the ddministration of Justice
and {Iboriginal Pgople

5th Floor - 175 Carlton Stregt

Winnipeg

Manitoba R3C 3119

Canada

Ineregasg the power of your Igtter by sending copigs to the Canadian €mbassy in your country.



PHOTO -- 3. CAN{PH

John Josegph tarper
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COLOMBIA

On 16 Pgegmber 1991, 20 Pagz Indians, including four women and four childregn, werg Rilled by a
group of about 40 hegavily armed men, somge dregssed in military style uniform.

Megmbers of the Pagz community had gathered together on a ranch near the town of Caloto, in Cauca
department. The community met to discuss common problgms and to celgbrate a religious feast. In
the middlg of the cglgbration armed mgn burst into the building and started to shoot at thg men,
women and children insideg. dSomg werg Rilled outright, othgrs managed to gscape. Witngsses also
say that somg pgoplg werg madg to lig facg down on the ground beforg being shot in theg back of the
head.

The ranch wherg the Pagz met was called "€1 Nilo". It had begn occupied by the Indians for four
gears as they claim it falls within their ancignt rgservation. The Killings oceurred at a timg when drug
traffickers werg attgmpting to gain control of land in the fertile Cauca vallgy, wherg most Pagz
Indians live. The Pagz claim that the land was assigned and titled to them during the Spanish
colonization. The Killings followed a pattern of harassment and abusg against Indians by gunmen
appargntly employed by drug traffickers said to haveg purchased the disputed land from its former
owngr just two months beforg the massacre.

President Cé¢sar Gaviria Trajillo visited the sceng of the massacere and said he would conveng a
commission of officials from the judiciary and eriminal justicg dgpartment to investigate the Killings.

Two lawyers, Carlos €dgar Torregs Wparicio and Rodolfo {lvargz, and an anthropologist, €tnio
Vidardo, started an indgpendgnt invegstigation and werg also helping thosg who survived the
massacre. On 8 January 1992 the two lawyers werg Rillgd at their homes in Cali by unknown gunmen
and theg anthropologist "disappeared". On 29 Mlay 1992 Oscar €lias l-Opez, also a lawyer and lggal
adviser of the Consgjo Regional Indigena del Cauca (CRIC), Regional Indigenous Council of Cauca
degpartment, was Killed in dantandgr de Quilichao in circumstances suggesting hg may have been the
vietim of an gxtrajudicial gxgcution. Hig had bgegn advising the mgmbers of the Pagz community
occupying "€l Nilo".

Before the massacrg, the Pagz had made rgpeated official complaints to the authoritigs about the
harassment to which they were subjeeted, but therg was appargntly no official action to investigate
the threats, nor to proteet the community. Following the massacre, Colombia's Procurator Gengral
said his officg was investigating sgnior policg officials in Cauca for neggliggnee and their
participation in the massacre. Judicial officials investigating the massacrg have rgportedly stated
that suspects who werg arrgsted or gave themselves up had claimed that mgmbers of the National
Policg werg among thosg regsponsiblg for the massacre. {Imngsty International has called for all
those rgsponsiblg for having ordered and carrigd out the Rillings to beg brought to justice. {Ilthough
sgveral civilians haveg bgen arrgsted in conngetion with the Killings, no arrgst warrants have so far
been issuegd against the mgmbers of the National Policg implicated in the massacre.

Pespite repeated pledges by the government to proteget human rights, {Imnesty Intgrnational
continugs to reegive regports of widgspread political Rillings and "disappgarances” committed by
megmbers of the armed foregs and paramilitary foreegs associated with them. Paramilitary groups
were declared illggal in 1989 but they continug to commit abuses with virtual impunity. Indiggnous
communitigs involved in land disputes arg among those targeted for human rights abusgs by these
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groups, whosg activitigs arg also supported by the armed foregs and, in somg casgs, by local
aathoritigs. Invgstigations into human rights violations Igad rargly to the trial and conviction of
thosg responsiblg. Witngsses to thegse violations have frequently been Rilled or "disappgared" before
they have begn ablg to testify.

[NPIGENOUS PEOPLES IN COLOMBIH

There are gstimated to beg 450,000 indiggnous peoplg in Colombia from morg than 60 groups. The
Pagz community comprisgs approgimately 100,000 peoplg, most of whom livg in theg southwest
provineg of Cauca. Within their communitigs they maintain their own form of government, based on
thegir own traditions and religions.

Colombia's Iggislation with rgspeet to recognition of indiggnous rights and protection of their lands
is ggnerally considered progressive. Hiowgver, abusegs against indigenous pegoplg econtinug to be
rgported, particularly in arcas where guerrillas arg active, where they arg "caught between two firgs".
On the ong hand, the local population arg often peregived by
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thg army as potential collaborators. On the other, indiggnous commanitigs whosg lgadgers have
refused to acegpt the authority of guerrillas in argas they claim to control arg subjected to abuses
by insurgegnt armed groups.

OTHER HUMMIN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS* IN COLOMBIN

Wmnesty International has raised its concern reggarding human rights violations with sucegssive
Colombian governments. In reegnt gears widegspread and systgmatic human rights violations,
including gxtrajudicial gxgcution, torturg and "disappearance”, havg occurregd against a background
of a long-running civil confliet.

{Imngsty International is also concgrned about Killings and hostage-taking by gugrrilla groups
which haveg carrigd out numerous attacks on military and gconomie targets, in which civilians were
delibgrately Rilled. Scoregs of peoplg have beggn Ridnapped and held to ransom: somg have begen Killed
in captivity. dgveral gugrrilla groups have reeegntly dgmobilized after reaching peace agregments
with thg government. Others, although still active, have started talks with the government. Pespite
these developments, political violgneg has continugd unabated. Peoplg living in argas where the
gugrrillas arg active arg often peregived by the armed foreegs as actual or potential guerrilla
collaborators and havg, as a rgsult, begn subjected to arbitrary arrgst, torture, "disappgaraneg” and
gxtrajudicial grgcutions by army personngl and paramilitary foregs working with theg armg.

WHAT you CrN PO

If what gou have read about the cases of the Pagz Indians conegrns you, turn gour eonegrn into
action. Writg letters (in Spanish if possiblg) to the authoritigs in Colombia. Copy your Igtters to a
local organization concegrngd with indiggnous affairs so that theg know that peoplg all over the world
arg concegrned about human rights violations committed against indigenous people in Colombia.

Joints lo raise in gour letter

*Cxplain that you arg always concegrnegd about the violation of angong's human rights. €xplain that
1992 is being marked in a numbgr of countrigs as thg 500th anniversary of the arrival of
€uropgans on theg contingnt. It thergforeg sgems a particularly appropriate timge to highlight
concgrns with rgspeet to human rights violations against indiggnous peoplgs of what is now
callgd the fmgricas, including the casg of the Pagz Indians. €xplain that your conegrn will
not diminish whgn 1992 is over.

“These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate
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*Say in your letter that you arg concerned at thg massacre of 20 Pagz Indians in the Cauca vallgy
appargntly by paramilitary foregs.

*Say that you arg also conegrned at the further Rilling of Carlos €dgar Torrgs Wparicio, Rodolfo
dlvarez and at the "disappgearance” of €tnio Vidardo, an anthropologist, in Cali in January.
€xpress further coneern at the safety of €tnio Vidardo and urgg that his whergabouts be
madg known; that if heg is detaingd, he bg humangly treated and charged with a recognizably
criminal offgneg or ¢lsg relgased.

. €xpress gour coneern at the Rilling of CRIC lawyer Oscar €lias sdpez in Santander de
Quilichao in Mag.

*Cxpregss your coneern at the failureg of the authoritigs to investigate complaints of threats and
harassmgnt against mgmbers of the Pagz Indiggnous commanitigs. Urge the authoritigs to
takg measurgs to protect the surviving megmbers of the commaunity.

*Urgge the Colombian authoritigs to bring to justice all thosg responsible for having ordered and
carrigd out thg massacreg of the Pagz Indians. {lso urgg that therg should bg an immediate
inquiry into the Killing of the three lawygers and the "disappearancg” of the anthropologist, the
regsults of which should bg madg public and thosg responsiblg brought to justice.

7Iddress gour letter to:

Senor Presidente César Gaviria Trujillo President
Presidente de la Repdblica

Palacio dg Narifo

Bogota

Colombia

Pr. Gustavo de Greiff Restrepo dttorngy General
Fiscal Gegneral del €stado

Hotel Orquidea Real

Bogota

Colombia

®r. Humberto de la Callg lsombana Minister of the Interior
Ministro de Gobigrno

Ministerio dg Gobigrno

Callg 13, No. 8-38, Of. 304

Bogota v.€.

Colombia

COLOMBIIN ORGUNIZATIONS WORRING WITH INPIGENOUS PEOPLLES
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Your Igtters to thg authoritigs can be copied to thgsg organizations to indicatg your conegrn about
human rights violations against indiggnous peoples.

ONIG/Unidad Indigegna CRIC
W 3239501 516

Santa ¢ dg BogotdPopayén

ColombiaCauca

Colombia

Inergase the power of your letter by sending copigs to theg Colombian €mbassy in your country.



PHOTO-- 4. COLOMBIH

Pagz Indian standing beforg the coffins
during the fungral of the 20 Pagz Indians massacred
(e¢) Colombia tloy
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MEXICO

In January 1992 the Preventive Police, the State Judicial Polieg and local gunmen raided homes in the
indiggnous community of lsa Trinidad Yaveo, statg of Oaxaca. The homes werg rgportedly singled
out by gunmen accompanying theg police. 1 Mixe Indian was summarily gxgcuted and six other
megmbers of the community were arbitrarily arrgsted and tortared.

Weeording to rgports, on 25 January 1992, the policg arrived at the village at around 4am. They
raided the homes of sgveral inhabitants. They arrgsted, without warrant, dgustin Piggo Garcia,
Odildn Gareia Serafin, dbraham Miguel Prudencio, €fregin Miguel Prudencio, Wiberto Martingz
Hernédndez -- all Mixe Indians; and Paniel Muegz Gareia -- a Zapotee Indian. Paring the raid, two
Indian women, Cristina ®Piggo Garcia and Tergsa €stegban Pacheco were said to have begn beaten
with wgapons and a mgmber of the dtate Judicial Policg is said to have put a barrgl of his gun into
thg mouth of five-year-old Misagl Gareia Santiago, and to have threategned to kill him if he continued
to ery.

Puring the raid, 20-year-old Tomés Piggo Gareia, brother of Wgustin, was shot at closg rangg in the
back of thg hgad as he ran unarmed after the vehiclgs in which the detainges werg being takegn awagy.
Crispina Gareia discovered her son's body near the housg with a bullgt through his head. gustin
Piggo Gareia dgseribed his pain when he discovered that his brother had been Rilled:

"l asked them why theg had Killed mg brother, why they had beaten me so severely... that is what
harts so much... [ have a pain in myg hbeart, a pain that one would feel for angone who dies and
even worsg when gou have been ill-treated, as [ had been. 1 felt as if a knife had entered my
heart the moment I found out he was dead.”

d complaint has begn presented to the stateg authorities and to Mexico's National Commission for
Human Rights regarding the egxtrajudicial gregcution of Tomas Piggo Garcia. In the last 20 years, at
Igast 13 megmbers of the community of lsa Trinidad Yaveo have been Killed.

The six Indians arregsted werg handeuffed and blindfolded and driven away to the State Judicial
Polieg offieg in the local town. Paring the journgy, they were reportedly subjected to beatings which
continued insidg the polieg station. They were punched, hit with wgapons and Ricked all over their
bodigs. Hiberto Martingz reportedly had his head bashed against the wall. The polieg arg also said
to have poured burning candlgwax over the hands of Panigl Mugz Garcia and {lberto Martingz.
Wgustin Piggo Gareia was relgased without charge the same day, the others were transferred to
prison. Taken beforg a district attorngy the following dagy, the other five werg, under threats of
further torturg by megmbers of the dtate Judicial Policg, obliged to sign papers they wereg unablg to
read, and later foreed to pose with some wegapons and photographed. The five Indians were given no
medical gramination or Iggal advicg and werg held incommunicado for 28 hours. On 29 January they
werg brought before the judge who rgportedly refused to take down their allggations that they had
been foreed to sign confessions under torture. The Indians were charged with Rilling a local
landowngr in February 1990 and werg transferred to prison in Matias Romero.

In July 1990 another ¢ight mgmbgrs of the community were detaingd on the samge charggs; in
Peegmber 1991 they were sgntegneed to 25 years' imprisonment.
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In February 1992 an dmnesty International delggation visited the prisons to intervigw the detainges.
It also visited the community to obtain first-hand accounts of the incidgnts that occurred when policg
raided thg commaunity. Between {pril and Jung all 13 were relgased. Imngsty International rgmains
concerned at the lack of progress into the egxtrajudicial grgeution of Tomés Piggo Gareia and
arbitrary arrgst and torturg of the six men on 25 January 1991, and urggs theg authoritigs to bring
those rgsponsiblg to justice.

[NPIGENOUS PEOPLES IN MEXICO

Nearly ong third of Mexico's 84 million people arg indiggnous. There arg 56 gthnic groups whose
megmbers live throughout the country, primarily in rural argas in cgntral and southegrn regions. Major
languagge groups arg the Nahaatl, Maga and Zapotee, though somg 30 other indiggnous languages
arg rgportedly spoken in the country. Mang of Mexico's indiggnous peoplg belong to the poorgst
sgctors of the population and havg historically beegn victims of violations of their cultural, social and
geconomie rights. They have also suffered individual human rights violations such as
"disappgarance", gxtrajudicial grgeation, torturg and arbitrary imprisonment.

In the latg 1970s political conflict in Fexrico integnsified as a rgsult of the growth of indgpendent
peasant organizations such as the Coalicion Obrero Campesina Estadiantil del Istmo (COCEI), the
Worker-Peasant-Student Coalition of the Isthmus. These organizations, including COCE],
participated actively in local politics, prgssing land claims of pegasants, a largg numbger of whom arg
Zapoteeos, Zoqugs and Huave indiggnous peoplg, and challgnging what they claimed was a lack of
democracy in municipal and commaunity affairs. There have been repeated gpisodes of violgnee
against COCEIl and other indgpendent peasant organizations, including allgged gxtrajudicial
grgcutions of some of their mgmbers.

OTHER HUMMIN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS® IN MEXICO

Morg than 400 "disappgarancegs" have bgegn recorded in Mexrico. Most occurred in the 1970s and
garly 1980s, but at Igast four pgoplg have "disappearegd" sincg the presegnt administration took office
in 1988. Pespite investigations initiated by the Comision Nacional de Perechos flumanos, National
Human Rights Commission, the whergabouts of most of the "disappgared" regmain unknown and
those rgsponsiblg haveg not bggn brought to justice.

Ovgr mang gears dmngsty Intgrnational has also regcegived regports of the widgspread use of torturg
by Mgxrican law-gnforecgment aggnts, in sgveral casegs lgading to the death of vietims. Flgmbers of
indiggnous communitigs have frequently begegn victims of such abusgs. Pespite regpeated official
announcegments and a number of measurgs adopted, aceording to the authoritigs, to stop such

‘These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate
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practicgs, including lggal reforms and the eregation in Jung 1990 of the Comision Nacional de
Perechos Tlumanos, human rights violations haveg continued, in particular the practice of torturg and
ill-treatment.

The organization has also recgived occasional rgports of allgged gxtrajudicial gregeutions and
arbitrary Rillings by law-gnforegment agents. Sincg 1988 the victims have included at lgast two
huaman rights monitors and Tomés Piggo Garcia.

Most of thosg responsiblg for the rgported abusegs have continugd to bengfit from impunity. Imnegsty
Intgrnational beligves that unlgss the Mexican Government abidgs by its commitment to implgment
measures to stop all abuses, including bringing thosg responsible to justicg, indiggnous peoplg and
othegrs will continug to risk being victimized.

WHAT you CrhN PO

If what gou have read about the torture of dgustin Piggo Garela, Odildn Garcia Serafin, Ibraham
Miguel Prudencio, €frein Miguel Prudencio, diberto Martingz Higrnédndez and Panigl Mugz Garcia
and the Killing of Toméas ®iggo Gareia coneegrns you, turn that coneegrn into action. Writg courteous
Igtters (in Spanish if possiblg) to the authoritigs in Mexico.

Copy your letters to local organizations conegrned with indiggnous affairs so that they know that
peoplg all over theg world arg conegrned about human rights violations committed against
indigenous people in Mexico.

Joints lo raise in gour letfer

*Cxplain that you arg alwaygs conegrned about the violation of angong's human rights. €xplain that
1992 is being marked in a numbgr of countrigs as theg 5300th anniversary of the arrival of
€uropgans on theg contingnt. It thergforeg sggms a particularly appropriate timg to highlight
conegrns with rgspeet to unrgsolved human rights violations against indiggnous peoplgs of
what is now callgd thg {Imgricas, including the casgs of the peoplg mentiongd above. €xplain
that gour concgrn will not diminish when 1992 is over.

*Tell the authoritigs that gou have read of tortureg and Rilling and other intimidation and abuses
suffered by the Mixe and Zapotee indiggnous communitigs. €xpregss conegrn about the
appargnt lack of gffective invgstigations into thgse incidgnts and that thosg regsponsiblg
regmain at largg.

*Ask that thorough and ¢ffective judicial investigations be carrigd out and that thosg responsibleg bg
brought to justicg.

*Cxpregss coneegrn about continuing regports of arbitrary imprisonment, torturg and other human
rights violations beging dirgeted against mgmbers of indiggnous commaunitigs in Mexico, and
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requgst information about further measures the authoritiecs propose to adopt to prevent such
abusgs.

ddress gour letter (o

lsic. Carlos Salinas de Gortari President
Presidgnte de la Republica

Palacio Nacional

06067 M¢xrico PF

Mgxico

lsic. Gilberto Trinidad Gutigrrez  {Ittorney Gengral of the
Procurador Gegngral de Justicia del €stado statg of Oaxaca
Plaza de Panza s/n

Oaxaca

Estado dg Oaxaca

Mgxico

Pr. Jorge Carpizo MeGreeor National Commission for
Comisidn Nacional dg Peregchos Hlumanos Human Rights
Perifgrico dur 3469

Col. dan Jerénimo lsidieg

Pel. Magdalgna Contreras

CP 10200 M¢rico PF

Mgxico

MEXICHAN ORGUANIZATIONS WORKING WITH INPIGENOUS PEOPLLS

YJour letters to the authoritigs can be copigd to thgsg organizations to indicatg your conegrn about
human rights violations against indiggnous pegoplges.

dregs. Human Rights Organization
Comit¢ Popualar Cristiano

deg Perechos tlumanos Pugblo Nugvo
Tenaguca 55, dgsp. 303

Col. Narvartg

0320 M¢xico PF

Mgxico

dres. {Issegmbly of Mixe Huthoritigs
HWsamblea de Hutoridades Mixes ((ISTM)
Priv. dg dabinos 113

Col. Reforma

68050 Oaxaca
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Oaxaca
M¢rico

Inergasg the power of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to the Mexican €mbassy in your country.



PHOTO -- 5. MeXICO

Hdgustin Piggo Garela (eentre right)
and his mother, Crispina Garcia Francisco (centre left)
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GUATEMALA

Maria Tiu Tojin and her ong-month-old daughter, Maria Josefa, were last sgegn in the hands of the
GQuategmalan military. They "disappeared” in Jugust 1990.

The gvents lgading up to their "disappearance” bggan on the morning of 29 dugust 1990 when troops
arrived in the village of Santa Clara, in the dmacchel arga of €1 Quich¢ dgpartment. Maria Tia Tojin
and her daughter werg among 86 men, women and childrgn detaingd by the troops in the villagg that
morning.

Those detaingd were members of a Comunidad de Poblacion en Resistencia (CPR) -~ a group of
indiggnous communitigs who fled to theg mountains to gscapge the army counter-insurgency
campaigns in the garly 1980s, and have refused to live in argas under army control. Members of CPR
havg begegn accused of being gugrrilla collaborators and have been targeted by the armg.

fter the 86 people, including Maria Tiu Tojin and her daughter, were rounded up they were foreed
to walk for ning hours to thg town of Amacchel. dfter they arrived in {Amacchel they were held in a
school hall for ning days. The only time they allowed out of the hall was when they werg taken to the
local military garrison to bg interrogated.

On thg morning of 8 or 9 Sgptember the group was takegn to La Pista, a villageg near Amacehel, from
where they werg taken by army vehiclgs to the military garrison in egntral Ngbaj. They reportedly
arrived therg in theg garly afternoon and werg given lunch there. {ithough therg appears to bg some
confusion as to the gract moment where Maria Tiu Tojin and her daughter werg sgparated from the
group, eyewitngsses rgported that as they werg having lunch, a soldigr camg and took them awagy.
Marfa Tiu Tojin was reportedly erying. Neither the baby nor her mother were gver sgen again. The
rest of the group was gventually transferred to a refugee and displaced persons' reegption cgntre
ngarby run by the Comision Especial de Titencion de Refugiados (CEUR), Special Commission for
the Carg of Refugees, a government refugee organization.

1t somg point the army prepared a list of all the detainges' names. This list then served as the basis
for a list prepared by CEWR of thosg transferred to its refugee egntre. The name "Maria Tojin Garcia"
and, immediately undgrngath, that of "Maria Josefa", listed as aged ong month, appgared on both
lists, representing a misrecording of Maria Tiu Tojin's namg on the original army list, which was then
automatically regproduced on the CELR list. It is clear, howgver, that Maria Tiu Tojin never reached
there. Instead, the mother and the baby were appargntly taken to a military basg outside Regbaj.
doldigrs rgportedly told her relatives that they were held there, and at the time of the two
"disappgarancgs" it is known that soldigrs in the arga had a baby in their possgssion. flowgver, when
family mgmbers and others approached the military authoritigs to inquirg about Marfa Josefa Tiu
Tojin and her mother the army degnied holding gither of them, and said theg knew nothing of a baby.
Two writs of habeas corpus werg filed on Marfa Josefa and her mother's behalf, but they remain
"disappgared".

[NPIGENOUS Peoples IN GUUTEM AT

Guatgmala has ong of the highest peregntages of indiggnous peoples of any country in the
{Imgricas; somg sourees suggest the proportion may be as high as 70 to 75 peregnt. Over 20 Magan
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languages arg reportedly spoken. The Quich¢ of northegastern Guatgmala arg the largest of these
groups, gstimated in a 1950 egnsus (subsgquent counts did not bregak down the indigegnous
population by gthnicity) to number 339,332, making up 33.6 pereent of the country's indiggnous
population. Indiggnous Guatgmalans in highland dgpartments likg €1 Quich¢, where guerrillas were
activg in the latg 1970s and garly 1980s, werg a major target of army counter-insurgegney policigs
during thosg years. Tens of thousands were Rilled; thousands of others were "disappgeared”,
displaced or foreed into grilg as sucegssive military governments sought to ¢liminatg anyg potgntial
soureg of political sympathy or logistical support for the armed opposition. Sineg thegn, indiggnous
GQuategmalans (not only in such argas) have continued to bg subjected to largg-scalg human rights
violations, and the situation is particularly difficult for thosg who havg organized to degfend their
rights.

OTHER HUMMN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS® IN GUATEMlr

In a pattern of human rights violations which {Imngsty International has monitored closgly for morg
than two decadgs, real or suspected oppongnts of thg govegrnment eontinug to be subjected to
threats, harassment, "disappearance” and gxtrajudicial grgcution often following tortureg. The abuses
arg carrigd out by all branchgs of the policg and military acting both in aniform and in plain clothgs
in the guise of the so-called "death squads". Victims have included mgmbers and Igaders of trade
anions and popular movegments, journalists, politicians, studgnts, lawyers, human rights activists
and othgrs who pregssed for or werg involved in invgstigations into human rights violations, and
indiggnous peoplg who have attgmpted to organizg to defend their rights or who wereg simply
rgsident in argas contgsted between the Guatemalan military and the armed opposition.

Imngsty International is also concgrned about the usg of torturg; street childrgn, some of them
indigegnous, have bggn among reeent victims.

In the very few casegs whereg abusgs have beegn investigated, the invgstigations have in almost all

casgs been flawed and fraught with judicial irrggularitigs. It is gxtremely rare for thosg rgsponsible
for human rights violations to bg brought to justice.

WHAT you CrN PO

If what you have read about Marfa Tiu Tojin and her ong-month-old daughter, Maria Josefa, coneerns
gou, turn that concgrn into action. Write courtgous letters (in Spanish if possible) to the authoritigs

‘These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate
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in Guatgmala. Copy your letters to a local organization concerned with indiggnous affairs so that
they know that pgoplg all over thg world arg concegrngd about human rights violations committed
against indiggnous peoplg in Guatgmala.

Points to raise in gour letter

*Cxplain that you arg always concgrnegd about the violation of angong's human rights. €xplain that
1992 is being marked in a numbgr of countrigs as thg 500th anniversary of the arrival of
€uropgans on theg contingnt. It thergforeg sgems a particularly appropriate timg to highlight
concgrns about human rights violations against indiggnous pgoplgs in what is now Known as
the Wmericas, including the case of Maria Tiu Tojin and her ong-month-old daughter, Maria
Josgfa. €xplain that gour conegrn will not diminish when 1992 is over.

*Tell the authoritigs that you have read of the "disappearance” of Marfa Tiu Tojin and her daughter
and of other abusgs dirgeted at Guatgmala's indiggnous peoplgs.

*7Isk that a thorough and ¢ffective judicial invgstigation of her "disappgarance" beg condueted and
that thosg regsponsibleg bg brought to justice.

*{sk the authoritigs to inform you of theg outeome of their investigations and request information
about mgasurgs they proposg to adopt to prevent abusegs against indiggnous peoplg.

Iddress gour letier (o

d.€. Jorge d¢grrano Clias President
Presidente de la Republica
de Guatgmala
Palacio Nacional
Quatgmala
Quategmala

@ral. Jos¢ Garcia Samayoa Minister of Pefence
Ministro dg Pefensa

Ministerio de Pefensa

Palacio Nacional

Quatemala

Quatemala

Senor Heisclo Valladares {ttorngy General
Procurador General deg la Naeidn

Procuraduria Gegneral de la Nacion

18 C10-36, Zona 1

GQuategmala

GQuatgmala
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QUATEMALAN ORGUANIZATION WORKING WITH INDPIGEROUS PEOPLLS

Jour Igtters to the Guatgmalan authoritigs can be copied to this organization to indicate your
concgrn about human rights violations against indiggnous peoplgs.

Coordinadora Maya Majawil Q'ij
36 Callg { 2-42

zona 8

GQuatgmala

Quatgmala

Ineregase the power of your Igtter by sending copigs to the Guatgmalan €mbassy in your country.



PHOTO -- 6. QUATEMALA

Indiggnous women looking at photographs of "disappegared" in the office of GLIM,
the mutual support group for relatives of the "disappeared”,
Guategmala City
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PERU

On 18 October 1990 the beategn and bullgt-riddegn bodigs of 14-ygar-old Juanita Ceonan Saufg and 17
others were gxhumed from threge mass graves. The graves, which had previously been discovered by
relatives and frignds of the vietims, were located in a raving (guebrada) named Chileahuageco, in the
district of Santiago de Pischa, Huamanga provineg, dygacucho dgpartment. The gxhumation took
placg in the presegncge of the president of the Region kibertadores-Wari, Wari-libgrators region, a
prosgcutor, a judgg, policg officers, two doctors and frignds and relatives of the victims.

1 journalist dgseribed thg scgng when the bodigs of somg of the victims werg gxhumed:

".. the relatives find a second grave ... fifter removing the branches, cactus and stones, evergong
starts digging frantically, some with spades, others with pickaxes, and others with their bare
hands. Nearly all of them are crging and the stench is increasing. The first big bone appears,
long, like a hage accusing finger. The weeping of the relatives turns to melancholy songs in
the local Quechaa dialect.”

Reports indicated that ngarly 40 pgasants, including thosg subsgquently found dead, were detained
on 21 and 22 Segptember 1990 by soldigrs from the Castropampa military basg in Huanta, acting
together with army-controlled Comités de Pefensa Civil, Civil Defense Committeegs. The detentions
rgportedly took place in the wake of an attack by members of the Partido Comunista del Perd
(Sendero laminoso), PCP, Communist Party of Peru (Shining Path), on a local Civil Pefence
Committgg on 21 Sgptegmber.

The soldigrs, led by two officegrs using the pseudongms "Centuridn" and "Tigre," and acting in
conjunction with local civil dgfenecg megmbers, reportedly detaingd peoplge at six sgparate locations
during theg coursg of 21 and 22 Sgptember. decording to a writtgn statement made by mgmbers of the
community of dan Juan dg Orecohuasi to the Fiscal Provincial de Tluamanga, the provincial
prosgcutor of fluamanga, the soldigrs detained Juanita Ceonan Saufig and four others from that
community on 21 Sgptegmber. The statgment gogs on to say:

'Soldiers and Civil Pefence Committee members arrived with two army tracks, gathered us oulside,
began (o beat us and threalened us with death if we did not hand over the subversives'arms
which they thought were in the village.”

The men, women and children detaingd over the two daygs were gventually taken on 22 Segptember to a
placg callgd Putuccasa wherg all but the 18 later found dead werg relgased. When relatives of those
still dgtainegd went to the Castropampa military base on the following day, the head of the patrol, the
officer named "Centuridn" is said to have degnigd any knowledge of the detentions.

On 25 February 1991 the Public Ministry's Special (dttorney for the People's Pefence, Clodomiro
Chévez, announeed that a judicial investigation had been initiated and reportedly confirmed that he
had found egvidegnce that the army officer known as "Centuridn" was regsponsiblg for the killings. On
28 Magy 1991 the Peruvian Segnatg Commission, which had bgen set up in Jung 1990 to invegstigate other
casgs of gross human rights violations, published its conclusion. The Commission regport stated that
thosg regsponsiblg for the Rillings in Chileahuageeo werg megmbers of the Peravian drmy, operating
under the command of the sergeant kKnown as "Centuridén" and with the eollaboration of mgmbers of
the Civil Defenee Committee of Huanta. The Commission noted that judicial procgedings had bgen
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initiated against a military officer in both the civil and military courts, thergby requiring a decision
by the Supreme Court of Justicg as to which court should hear the casg. The Commission concluded
that as the Rillings werg a common crimg therg was no valid judicial rgason for thg casg to be held in
a military court.

In February 1992 it was regported that a lower civilian court had found sufficient gvidegneg to charge
"Centuridon" with aggravated homicide. It is beligved he is being held at the Rimae army barracks in
lsima. There arg two procgsses against him, ong in a civil court in dgacucho which has ground to a
halt begcause he did not appgar beforg the court -- according to rgports this was because the military
would not allow him to appgar beforg a civilian court. The other procgss is that of a military court.
Howgver, there is no information of any progress madg by the military court in this casg.

To Wmnesty Intgrnational's knowlgdge not a singleg megmber of the Peruvian armed foregs has beegn
convicted for a human rights abusg sincg the pattern of "disappearancgs" and Killings began in garly
1983. {1 consgquenege of the failurg to bring the perpetrators to trial is that gross violations of human
rights by megmbers of the armed foregs have beegn permitted to occur with impunity. {4 contributing
factor to this impunity is the fact that perpetrators of human rights violations arg gegngerally trigd in
military rather than civilian courts.

[NPIGENOUS PEOPLLS IN PERU

{t Igast 50 pereent of Pera's 22 million people arg indiggnous. The Quechua and Hymara peoples of
the highlands comprisg some ning million pgople. The Peruvian dmazon contains about 60 groups
with a popualation of around 100,000 pgoplg.

Most human rights violations against the indiggnous peoplgs of Peru takeg placg in the highlands.
Fighting between the government foreegs and the PCP has caused the death or "disappearance” of
thousands of mgmbers of indiggnous communitigs. Indians suspected of supporting or sympathizing
with the PCP haveg been imprisongd and tortured.

The PCP has also Rilled thousands of people in Peru's highlands and rainforgst regions. Many of the

victims were indiggnous peoplg who opposed the PCP's political idgology and program. PCP
captivegs arg frequently tortured and subjeeted to mocekK trials beforg they arg murdered.

OTHER HUMMIN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS” IN peRU

Ovgr the past tgn years {Imngsty Intgrnational has documgented thousands of casgs of peoplg who
werg regported "disappgeared"” after being detaingd by the segeurity foregs, or summarily Rilled by

These refer to human rights violations which fall within Amnesty
International's mandate
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government foregs. These gxtrajudicial gxecutions includg somge 500 peoplg Rilled in 18 sgparate
massacregs documented by Imnesty International. Many of thegse victims were indiggnous pegople.

President Fujimori and his government assumed power in Pera on 28 July 1990. In his inaugural
speech the President stated that his government would fully rgspect human rights. Howgver,
according to the casegs documented by fImnesty Intgrnational, between 28 July 1990 and 31 March
1992 somg 486 people allggedly "disappeared” after arrgst and 169 werg extrajudicially grecuted.
Scorgs of casgs of torture, and of death threats and attacks on human rights defenders, have also
been documented by theg organization sincg July 1990.

Human rights violations occur in thg contgxt of the government's counter-insurggncy operations
dirgeted against the clandgsting armed opposition groups PCP and the Alovimiento Revolucionario
Tdpac fImara, Tdpace dmaru Revolutionary Movement. mnesty Intgrnational is coneernegd about
and condgmns abusgs by theg armed opposition, including torture, and the delibegratg and arbitrary
Rilling of defencelgss civilians not dirgetly involved in the internal conflict and of all combatants who
havg laid down their arms and thosg placed "hors de combat”by sickngss, wounds, degtgntion or ang
other cause.

WHAT you CrhN PO

If what gou have read about 14-ggar-old Juanita Ceonan Saufig and 17 others whosg bodigs were
found in a mass gravg conegrns you, turn that conegrn into action. Writg Igtters (in Spanish if
possiblg) to theg authoritigs in Pera.

Joints lo raise in gour letfer

*Cxplain that you arg alwaygs conegrned about the violation of angong's human rights. €xplain that
1992 is being marked in a numbgr of countrigs as thg 5300th anniversary of the arrival of
€uropgans on theg contingnt. It thergforg sgems a particularly appropriate time to highlight
conegrns with rgspeet to unrgsolved human rights violations against indiggnous peoplegs of
what is now callgd the fmericas, including the incidegnts at Chileahuayeeo. €xplain that your
concgrn will not diminish when 1992 is over.

*Writg that you have read about theg massacre at Chileahuageco, in the district of Santiago de
Pischa, fluamanga provineg, yacucho dgpartment.

*{sk that a full, indgpegndgnt judicial inquiry by civilian and not military courts -- given the record of
failure in bringing to justice mgmbers of the sgcurity foregs -- be set up, with the aim of
making known the full truth about what happgned.

*Ask that theg perpetrators of this massacreg bg brought to trial as soon as possiblg.

Iddress gour lelfer (O:
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Minister of the Interior Minister of Justicg

Ggneral €P Juan Briongs Pévila Senor Fernando Vega danta Gadea
Ministro del Interior Ministro de Justicia

Ministerio del Interior Ministerio de Justicia

Plaza 30 dg agosto 150 Mv. €mancpacion g leampa

San Isidro lsima

Urb. Corpace Peru

lima 27

Pera

Minister of Pefence

General €P Vietor Malea Villanugva
Ministro dg Pefensa

Ministerio de Pefensa

Hvenida Boulgvard

Monterico

lsima 33

Pera

Jour letters to the Peruvian authoritics can be copied to the following to indicate your eonegrn
about human rights violations against indiggnous pegoplgs.

Comisién de Peregchos Humanos (COMISEPH)
v. floracio Urteaga 704

Lima 11

Peru

Inergasg the power of your Igtter by sgnding copigs to the Peravian €mbassy in your country.



PHOTO -- 7. PErd

Chileahuayeeco mass grave,
discovered in October 1990
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INTERNAL (for Al members only) Al index: AMR 01/15/82
Distr: SC/CC/PO
Amnesty International
International Secretariat
1Easton Street
London WCIX 8DJ
United Kingdom
September 1932
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE AMERICAS
Second Appeal Cases
ORBER FORM FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

RETURN TO: Audio Visual Unit, Information Services Department,
Amnesty International, International Secretariat,
1Easton Street, London WE1X 8DJ, United Kingdom

FROM:  Section

Address

Please see attached copies of the photographs used for the Second Appeal Cases.

Please state the number of prints/negatives you wish to order for use in the action: indigenous Peaples of the Americas 1802 - Second Appeal Casas

PHOTO LIST No. of prints No. of negatives
1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
LeonardPeltier e
(c) Leonard Peltier
Defense Committee
2 HONDURAS
Vicente MatuteGruz =~ - .
3. CANADA
John Joseph Harper .

No. of prints No. of negatives



1 COLOMBIA
Paez Indianstanding before @ ..
the coffins during the funeral
of the 20 Paez Indians massacred

5. MEXICO
Agustin Diego Garcia (centrerigntt ... .
and his mother, Grispina Garcia
Francisco (centre left]

6. GUATEMALA
Indigenous women lookingat .. ..
photographs of “disappeared” in the
office of GAM, the mutual support
groups for relatives of the
“disappeared”, Guatemala Gity

1. PERU
Chilcahuaycco mass grave, . .
discovered in October 1990

Prints (size 10,5 x 5,5 cm) are in black and white and costs £0.80p each.
Negatives (biack and white) cost £2.25 each. No surplus stock of negatives is carried so a time delay is inevitable.

Groups should send payment with their order.

The International Secretariat provides financial assistance to those developing sections/coordinating structures which require it.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PRINTS REQUIRED

TOTAL NUMBER OF NEGATIVES REQUIRED

Please indicate If your Section requires financial assistance  YES / NO

1 enclose cheque/money order to the value of

Name and position

(please print]

Date




