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• A

South African Government policy is designed to maintain

white political supremacy, economic and social privilege.

Aparthehl, the system of "separate development" has been

introduced to institutionalise racial discrimination in order

to deny blacks equal political, educational, employment and

land OW nership fights.

Apartlwid divides the country so that 4 indium whites, only

one-sixth of the population, have rights over 87r; of the

country ..including all the major urban and industrial centers.

Half the black population lives in Soweto and similar town-

ships on the fringes of industrial centres where they are

denied all political rights. Only 13C7( of the land is allocated

to blacks --divided into 10 ethnic "homelands". As a result

blacks who live in "white" areas, where they are the mainstay

of the economy, are regarded as ''temporary" residents even

though they may have been born there. They may be sent

hack to their tribal "homeland" at any time.

Blacks are severely restricted by pass laws- more than 250,000

being prosecuted and many imprisoned each year.

Under these laws all must carry passes specifying where they

live and work. To travel muside these areas without permiss-

ion or to fail to produce a pass on demand is an offence.

Recent changes in the pass laws further strengthen the "home-

lands" policy.

While  apartlwid  exists people will be imprisoned

for reasons of conscience.  Apartlwid  violates

fumlamental human rights. The whole structure

must be dismantled before the causes of political

imprisonment can be removed. The United

Nations recognised this fact by declaring  apar-

theid  a "crime against humanity" in 1973 aml

making 1978 International Anti-Apartheid Year
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SteveRiko: Died in Detention

REPRESSION OF BLACK OPPOSITION

By means of institutionalised violence the South African

Government prevents effective black political opposition.

In 1960: The African National Congress (ANC) and the Pan-

Africanist Congress (PAC) were banned. Both political organ-

izations had mass popular support. Their leaders were detained

or imprisoned.

In October 1977: Similar action was taken to suppress the

Black Consciousness movement by banning the Black People's

Convention (13PC), the South African Students' Organization

(SASO) and 15 associated organizations.

REP R ESS I VE LAWS

The Government possesses wide powers for the control and

suppression of all forms of political opposition. Parties and

organizations can be banned, public meetings prohibited,

newspapeN and publications banned. The AN(' and PAC Were

banned in 1960. The anti-apartheid Christian Institute and 17

Black Consciousness organizations were bamwd in 1977.

Publication of The It'()1:h1 newspaper was prohibited in 1977

and members of its staff detained.

Detention and Torture

There are a series of extensive and draconhin laws under

which most political prisoners are hekl. These laws make any

normal political activities into offences against State security

and give the police extensive powers of arbitrary arrest and

detention without trial.

The Terrorism Act was introduced in 1967 but made retro-

active to 1962., It defines "terrorism" in very Inoad terms as

any activity likely to l'endanger the maintenance of law and

order". Trials are summary and the burden of proof is placed

upon the accused to show that there was no intent to commit

"terrorism" as defined. The mandatory minimum penalty is 5

years' imprisonment: the maximum is death. Section 6 of the

Act gives the police powers to detain anyone without charge

and hold them incommunicado indefinitely, often in solitary

confinement and subjected to torture.

The Internal Security Act was introduced in 1976 and

amended and extended the terms of the Suppression of

Communism Act. The Minister of Justice is given powers to

impose 5-year "banning orders" on anyone suspected of

engaging in "activities which endanger the maintenance of

public order". Section 4 enables the Minister to order the

preventive detention of anyone regarded as a threat to State

security. Detention may be inconimunicado and without

trial for, in effect, an indefinite pefiod.

In addition Section 6 Of the Act allows potential State wit-

nesses at a political trial to be detained incommunicado and

without charge for 6 months—or until the trial at which they

must appear is over— whichever is shorter. The Section also

gives the Attorney General powers to issue an order prevent-

ing the release on bail of anyone charged under the Terrorism

Act, Sabotage Act, or related security laws.

States of Emergency have been declared both regionally and

nationally from time to time and have provided even more

extensive powers of arrest and detention. A State of Emer-

gency declared in the Transkei in 1960 continued in force

until 1977. Other Emergencies were declared in the Ciskei in

September 1977 and the following month in the Venda

"homeland".

DETENTION OF LEADERS

Most black leaders have been repeatedly detained, imprisoned

or restricted.

A few examples:

Nelson N1andela leader of the ANC. Now serving a life sen-

tence on Robben Island.

Robert Sobukwe leader of PAC. Jailed for 3 years then

detained for 6 years before being restricted under a series of

banning orders.

Steve Biko founder of the Black Consciousness movement.

Banned for 5 years in 1973 and repeatedly detained for long

periods before his death in security police custody in

September 1977.

Many hundreds of South Africans have been subjected to

arbitrary imprisonment and detention without trial. Others

have died at the hands of the authorities.
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appealing for the release of political prisoners in South Africa
urging the repeal of all repressive aml discriminatory legislation
pressing For an inquiry into allegations of torture and the deaths in
custody of political detainees.

Send similar letters to the South African Embassy in your country.

If you warn to be actively hwolved in the campaign to free political prisoners in

South Africa contact the Amnesty International National Section in your country
or your local Amnesty gwup.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is an international Hunum Rights organization
W hich campaigns for the release of all Prisoners of Conscience
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