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Further information on UA 59/94 (AFR 53/12/94, 17 February 1994) - Legal concern/Fear of
torture/prisoners of conscience

SOUTH AFRICA : Nathaniel NGAKANTSI, Executive member, African National
(BOPHUTHATSWANA) Congress (ANC), Mafikeng Branch

and new names: Mr MODISE, cameraman for Bophuthatswana Television
(Bop-TV)
Pinky MOKOTO, Executive member, ANC Tlhabologo branch
Paba NGOGANEDIWE, Executive member, ANC Mafikeng Branch

and other members of a crowd whose names are not known to
Amnesty International

Bophuthatswana Poliecg have acknowlgdged today (18 February) that they arg holding Nathanigl Ngakantsi, whom
{Imnesty Intgrnational considers to be a prisoner of conscigneg, after hg was arrgsted gesterday in conngetion with a
demonstration called to dgmand freg political activity in Bophuthatswana. When lawgers went to coart this morning,
policg informed them that they intended to charge Nathanigl Ngakantsi with involvement in an 7/egal gathering”
undgr the terms of Bophuthatswana's Internal Sgeurity Het.  The lawyers paid bail, but Nathanigl Ngakantsi was not
brought to court. dmngsty International still has no confirmation of his relgasg and remains conegrned for his
physical safety whilg hg remains in incommunicado policeg custody.

lso on 18 Pebruary, the AINC Mafikeng branch organized a picket in Mafikgng town squarg to reiterate the demands
for free political activity made the previous day and to call for the relgase of Nathanigl Ngakantsi. The Chairperson
of the {INC Branch in Mafikeng addressed the picket with a loudhailer from the baleony of the UNC officgs adjacent to
the squarg. {Is a crowd gathered below, policg armed with teargas, cangs and shotguns beggan to assault people
randomly, including peopleg waiting at a ngarby taxi rank. The polieg fired teargas repeatedly to disperse the
gathering. It ong point, a megmber of staff of lbawyers for Human Rights witngssed a middlg-aged woman bging
beategn by a policg officer and was assaulted himself when he tried to interveng. {1t Igast ong person, a taxi driver,
required medical treatment for an opegn wound on his head, possibly from a teargas canister. The taxi driver's
condition is not known to mngsty International.

1t Igast ong person, Mr Modisg, a camgraman from the government controlled Bop-TV, was arrgsted when he
attempted to film the incident. Two {INC megmbers, Pinky Mokoto and Paba Hgogangdiwg, were also arrgsted,
apparegntly from within the ANC offiecgs. mnesty International dogs not have information regarding where they are
being held or the reasons for their arrgsts. Relatively few arrgsts werg made at the picket, but many peopleg were
assaulted by both uniformed Bophuthatswana poliecg and security branch officers. €arligr on 18 February policg
raided the INC officg named above and removed all documents, posters and voter gducation materials. Some werg
torn up, the regst were confiscated.

PURTHER RECOMMENPEP WCTION: Please send telggrams/ielgxes/faxes/express and airmail letters gither in



€nglish or in your own language:

- grpressing continugd conegrn for the safety of Nathanigl Ngakantsi, whom {Imngsty Intgrnational beligves is a
prisongr of conscigneg, and calling for his immediate and unconditional rglgasg;

- grpressing conegrn also at the arrgst on 18 February of Mr Modise, Pinky Mokoto and Paba Ngogangdiwe, whom
Wmngsty International beligvgs magy also be prisongrs of conscigneg, and calling for them to be relgased immediately
if they arg not promptly charged with a recognizably criminal offence;

- sgeking assurances that those detaingd will not be subjected to threats, assaults or torturg whilg in the custody of
the Bophuthatswana Policg and urging that they be granted immediate acegss to lawyers and relatives;

- gxpressing concgrn at the continued pattern of human rights violations committed against non-violgnt political
activists in Bophuthatswana, apparegntly becausg of their involvegment in activitigs related to the 1994 South {frican
¢glgetions.

gppedlss TO:

1) Chigf ls M Mangopge

President, Government Offices

Mmabatho, Bophuthatswana, South {frica

Telggrams: President Mangope, Bophuthatswana, South Hfrica
Telgxes: 937 3008 BOP

Paxes: + 27 140 842626

Salutation: Pear President Chigf Managope

2) Major-Gengral P | S¢lgke

Commissiongr of Policg

Private Bag X2006, Mimabatho 8681

South frica

Telegrams: Poliee Commissiongr, Mmabatho, Bophuthatswana, South {frica
Paxes: + 27 140 812 711

Salutation: Pear Major General

3) Mr Rowan Cronje

Minister of Pefence, Pepartment of Pefence

Private Bag X2003, Mmabatho 8681

South Hfrica

Telegrams: Pefence Minister, Mimabatho, Bophuthatswana, South ffrica
Salutation: Pear Minister

4) Mr R ¥ Botha

Minister of Forgign ffairs, Pepartment of Foreign {ffairs
Private Bag X152, Pretoria 0001

South Hfrica

Telegrams: Forgign Minister, Pretoria, South dfrica
Telexes: 0959 350060 €XTERN TTX (1

Faxes: + 27 12 325 8669

Salutation: Pear Minister

CopIEs OF YOUR HPPElsS TO:

- Ist Col T Short, Office of the Commissioner of Policg, Private Bag X2004, Mmabatho 8681, South {frica; (Fax: + 27 140
812 711)

- l.awygers for Human Rights, Fafikeng Regional Office, PO Box 943, Mafikeng 8670, South frica;

- Mafikeng {nti-Repression Forum (MARET), PO Box 158, Ratshidi 8681, South Hfrica;

- The €ditor, Sowetan, PO Box 6663, Johanngsburg 2000, South Hfrica;

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of South Hfrica aceredited to your country.

Pledse SENP HPPEefld IMMEPIHTELY. Check with the International Sgeretariat, or your section offiee, if
segnding appeals after 1 Hpril 1994.



