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SPOTLIGHT

On 4 January 2009 an armed
crowd shouting abuse against
foreign nationals raided a

building inhabited by refugees,
asylum-seekers and migrants in
Durban city centre, KwaZulu-Natal
province. Two people were killed and
others injured. Despite the fact that
the nearest police station, Broad
Street, was only moments away,
the police did not intervene until the
attackers had left. A year later there is
no evidence that the police have been
called to account for their failure to
protect life.

Victor Zowa from Zimbabwe, and
Omar Said from Tanzania, died after
being forced out of a sixth-floor
window. A third man, also from
Zimbabwe, sustained spinal injuries.
Residents of the building, known as
Venture Africa, hid in bathrooms and
under beds to escape the attackers.

Eyewitnesses report that the
armed crowd had marched past the

police station, chanting and carrying
weapons in full view. The police did
not stop or question them. Employees
at Venture Africa stated publicly that
they called the police during the
attack asking for help. Still, the police
did not come.

The attack was reportedly part of a
community crime-fighting initiative led
by the local municipal ward councillor.
Following a public outcry, four men,
including the ward councillor, were
brought to trial on charges of public
violence. One was also charged with
attempted murder.

Civil society organizations in
Durban have called for the Broad
Street police to be held to account
for their failure to intervene and
have complained of a pattern
of discrimination towards foreign
nationals.

The attack occurred less than
eight months after a wave of
xenophobic violence in May 2008 in

which more than 60 people were
killed and tens of thousands of
refugees and migrants were forced
from their homes. However, a police
spokesperson was quick to announce
that this incident was not motivated by
xenophobia.

Amnesty International is
concerned at the apparent lack of any
thorough, independent and public
investigation into the conduct of the
police during this attack, despite early
promises of an official investigation.

ACT NOW
Please sign and send the attached
postcard to the KwaZulu-Natal police
commissioner, expressing concern about
the conduct of Broad Street police and
the apparent lack of any investigation.

Many refugees and migrants living in
Venture Africa, had sought shelter
there after fleeing previous xenophobic
attacks.

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE
NEGLIGENCE IN
XENOPHOBIC ATTACK

Plans to mine bauxite and expand
a refinery in Orissa, eastern
India, have stalled in the wake of

mass protests.
As WIRE previously reported

(Issue 39/05), campaigners say that
the proposed mine in the Niyamgiri
Hills and the refinery expansion in
nearby Lanjigarh would do untold
damage to the people living in the
area – many of whom are Adivasi
(Indigenous) communities and Dalits.

The refinery, run by a subsidiary
of the UK-based Vedanta Resources,

began operating in 2006. Amnesty
International’s forthcoming report,
‘Don’t mine us out of existence’:
Bauxite mine and refinery devastate
lives In India, details a series of
human rights abuses linked to the
refinery. Local communities, whose
farmlands were acquired for the
refinery, are struggling to protect their
livelihoods while contamination of
local water systems, dust emissions
and noise pollution have undermined
their quality of life and pose potentially
serious and long-term risks to their
health. In spite of this, Vedanta is
planning a six-fold expansion of the
refinery. Any such expansion could
result in further human rights abuses.

Similarly, the proposed mine in
the Niyamgiri Hills, partly operated by
another subsidiary of Vedanta
Resources, would have grave
repercussions for the rights of the
Dongria Kondh living there, in
particular their rights to water, food,

health and work. These risks have
been largely ignored by Vedanta.
There has been virtually no
consultation about the mining plans
with the affected communities nor has
complete information been disclosed
to them. A legal challenge to the
proposed mine was rejected by India’s
Supreme Court despite a court-
appointed committee recommending
that mining be disallowed. Final

clearance from the Indian Ministry of
Environment and Forests is now
required before mining can begin.

ACT NOW
Please call on Vedanta to address existing
human rights abuses linked to the
Lanjigarh refinery and not to expand the
Lanjigarh refinery or begin mining at
Niyamgiri until full, impartial and
adequate assessments of the human
rights implications of the proposed projects
are carried out in genuine consultation
with the affected communities.

Please write to:
Mr MS Mehta
CEO – Vedanta Resources Plc
16 Berkeley Street
London, W1J 8DZ
United Kingdom
Fax: +44 20 7491 8440
ms.mehta@vedanta.co.in

BAUXITE MINE
AND REFINERY
DEVASTATE
LIVES IN INDIA

The Vedanta refinery, Lanjigarh,
Orissa, India, as viewed from
Kendugudha village, March 2009.
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