Further information UA: 43/12 Index: AFR 44/009/2012 Nigeria Date: 14 February 2012

URGENT ACTION

FORCED EVICTION HALTED

The planned demolition of the Railway Quarter in Port Harcourt was halted by the state
authorities after pressure from the community, local NGOs and Amnesty International.

The demolition of the Railway Quarter in Port Harcourt that was expected to take place on 13 February was halted
by the Rivers State authorities. In the morning the community mobilised, and all were asked to stay home and join
in the protest. It began with people singing and dancing, waving Amnesty International posters and holding
placards with various messages in front of the buildings that had been demolished.

At a meeting with the Commissioner of Urban Development, the Amnesty International delegates were told that the
demolition would be temporarily halted so as to give the Rivers State government time to fully understand the
notion of permits being given by the National Railway Corporation (NRC), who are the original landlords of the
community. The Amnesty International delegates were also told that the Governor has to approve the halt.
Hundreds of people had been facing the risk of forced eviction from their homes.

Many thanks to all who sent appeals. No further action is requested from the UA network. Amnesty
International will continue with campaigning action through other channels.
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Name: Residents of Railway Quarter, Port Harcourt
Gender m/f: Both
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