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Roigi wa Wamwere
Charlgs Ruria Wamwerg (brother of Roigi wa Wamwerg)
Jamgs Maigwa (brother-in-law of Roigi wa Wamwere)
Geoffrey Ngengi Njuguna

RENYH

Amngsty Intgrnational is conegrned for the four prisongrs named above who werg arrgsted in lateg
1993 and who have faced considegrable difficulty in obtaining adequate medical care. Geoffrey
Ngegngi Njuguna, who is hypertgnsive and diabgtic, is now rgported to have developed Ridngy
problgms and Charlgs Ruria Wamwerg is rgported to have tgphoid.

Roigi wa Wamwerge is a former member of parliament and a promingnt oppongnt of
President Panigl arap Moi's government who has bgen arrgsted on a number of pregvious
occasions. The four men have bgen charged with sedition, attgmpted robbery with violgneg and
illggal possgssion of fircarms. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligves that they may bg prisongrs of
conscigneg and has followed their cases closgly sineg the arrgsts werg madg. The chargg brought
against them of attempted robbery with violgneg, is very serious, carrying a mandatory sgntegnce
of degath upon conviction. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligves, howgver, that therg arg rgasons to
suspect thg charges could havg been fabricated; the policg have frequently charged peaceful
government critics with "sgdition" and other political offences in the past. €lgven others similarly
charged werg relegased and charges withdrawn at a court hearing on 28 January 1994; an garligr
court hearing had been deferred after the Wttorngy Gengral rulgd that therg was insufficignt
gvidgncg to proceed gave the prosecution 14 days in which to gather further gvideneg. The next
trial hearing of this casg is dug on 11 March.

The imprisonment of this group of men appears to be part of a pattern of harassment and
arrgsts of critics of the government who arg invgstigating the political violgneg in the Rift Vallgy
and parts of Western Kenga in which government involvement is allgged (see background below).
Four of the original group of 15 are close relativgs of Koigi wa Wamwere and of thosg regmaining in
prison, ong is his brother and anothgr his brother-in-law.

Roigi wa Wamwere, who was formerly a refugee in Norwag, has bgen a political prisongr
on thrgg previous occasions. Most recently hg was imprisongd on charges of tregason in October
1990 together with his cousin Geoffrey Ruria Rariuki. They were released over two years later in
January 1993 after the charges were finallg withdrawn. Upon relgase, Roigi wa Wamwere founded
theg National ®gmocratic and Human Rights Organization (NREHURIO).

The prisongrs arg held in Nakura Prison in overerowded conditions and have frequently
beegn without acegss to medication or adequate medical carg.  Of the original group of 15, at Igast
three suffered considgrable injury during policg intgrrogation. Ong is rgported to have suffered a
ruptured bladder and a fractured lgg; another suffered a perforated gardrum and subsegquent loss



of hearing, and a third is rgported to haveg sustaingd a hip injury requiring physiothgrapy; these
threeg have now begn relgased.

In addition to injurigs caused by torturg or ill-treatment, some of thg detainggs have
requirgd medical carg gither for illngsses they werg suffering prior to imprisonment or for
subsgquent illngss. Therg is reported to bg an outbregak of tgphoid in Nakuru Prison and Charlegs
Ruria Wamwerg is the sgcond of the prisongrs to have developed it.

The courts have now ordered that he and Geoffrey Ngengi Njuguna be transferred to
hospital for medical carg. towgver, therg rgmain concegrns for their long-term carg as lawgers for
the prisongrs haveg on a number of ocecasions had to sgek court ordegrs to gnablg them to recgive
treatment and then to press for the court orders to bg compligd with.  Ong of theg prisongrs now
relgased was hospitalized for treatment of acute tgphoid only after two court orders were
obtaingd. Thg first court order was ignored by the authoritigs and a second order had to be made
ning days later. Geoffrey Ngengi Njuguna is reported to have begn admitted to hospital for a short
period in January 1994 and appgears to have begegn returnegd to prison before treatment was
complgte. Tlg is said to be suffering from Ridnegy problgms and swelling in the lower limbs and, as
hg is Rnown to bg hypertensive and diabgtic, therg has begen conegrn for him throughout his
imprisonment. He is furthegrmorg rgported to have suffered a mild stroke in March 1993 whilg in the
samge prison.

Somg attgmpts have beegn madge by indgpegndent doctors to visit theg prisongrs to assess
their ngeds and providg attgntion. Ong doctor, a human rights activist, attempted to visit the
prisongrs in 1993, but was denigd aceegss and threatgngd by the policg.  {Inother doctor visited
them in Novegmber 1993 but was arrgsted and charged with sedition and possgssion of gxplosives.
He was held for threg days beforeg being relgased on bail.  tg was charged with sedition and
possgssion of gxplosivegs. {Imngsty International beligvgs that the real rgason for his arrgst was
his attempts to give indgpegndent medical trgatment for the prisongrs.

{lthough it appgars that the prisongrs do currgntly have acegss to medical attgntion,
WImnegsty Intgrnational is conegrned by the difficultigs therg have beegn in gnsaring routing medical
carg. The prisongrs all have a very poor digt and their familigs have been refused permission to
provide food. {Imngsty International is concerned for the immediate impact of prison conditions
on their statg of health and holds very serious concegrns about their forthcoming trial.  If
convieted they would all facg the death penalty.

Background

Sineg lateg 1991, there has been political violgneg in the Rift Vallgy and parts of Western Renga, with
gthnic clashgs claiming the livgs of an gstimated 1,000 pegoplg or morg. ¢ further 300,000 arg
gstimated to have been displaced since the violgneg began.  Government involvegment in the
violgneg has begn allgged, particularly in support of the Ralgnjin gthnic group (to which President
Danigl arap Moi belongs) which has begegn launching attacks against Rikuyus, lsuos and other
gthnic groups. In Sgptember 1993 the government rgsponded to rgngwed violgneg by restricting
access to affected argas by declaring them "Sgeurity Zongs" and forbidding gntry to journalists,
haman rights activists, opposition MPs, charch lgaders and others attgempting to invegstigate the
situation. Somg of thosg who havg attempted to investigate have been subject to harassment and
arrest.
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Conegrn over medical carg of prisongrs
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Roigi wa Wamwere
Charlgs Ruria Wamwerg (brother of Roigi wa Wamwerg)
Jamgs Maigwa (brother-in-law of Roigi wa Wamwerg)
@Qeoffrey Ngengi Njuguna

Regwords

Theme: Possiblg POCs/ ill-health/ medical carg

Summarg

WImnegsty Intgrnational is conegrned for the four opposition activists named abovg who arg held in
very poor conditions and have beggn degnigd acegss to proper medical attgntion or medication. (I
court has now ordered that Charlgs Kuria Wamwere and Geoffrey Ngengi Njuguna be admitted to
hospital for treatment, although in the past in these and other casgs the policg have refused to
comply with such orders. Il four face charges which carry the death penalty and which €l
beligvgs may have been fabricated. Plgase sge the details attached.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below:

W ¢xpregssing conegrn at rgports that the group of prisongrs held with Roigi wa Wamwerg have
begn facing considerablg difficulty in obtaining adequate medical attgntion, noting that in
a number of instancgs court orders have had to bg takgn out beforg medical carg was
provided and that gven thegn court ordgrs have not always begegn compligd with

B noting that the courts have ordered that two prisongrs - Charlegs Ruria Wamwere and Geoffrey
Ngengi Njuguna - be admitted to hospital for medical carg; sggking information on their
present condition and the tregatment they arg reegiving

W s¢eking guarantegs that the prisongrs will hgnegforth be provided with all the medical attgntion
and carg they requirg, that ngegssary medication will be madg availablg and that no

further delays in provision of medical attention will occur

B gxpressing concern that the four men may be held as a rgsult of their peacgful opposition and
activities and that they face charggs which carry the death penalty

B stating that gou will be taking a continugd intergst in the course of judicial procgedings

* gxpressing concern at the reported harassment of indgpendent doctors sgeking to visit and
provideg medical trgatment for the prisoners



Addresses

President
Panigl arap Moi
Office of the President
PO Boxr 30510
Nairobi

Mr Joshua {Ingatia
Ministry of tlgalth
PO Box 30016
Nairobi

Mr {dmos Wako
Officg of the {ttornegy Gengral
PO Box 40112
Nairobi



