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'Those who wish to think he is dead are free to do so
and those who want to think he is alive are free to
do so'.

Fily Cissako, Guinean Minister for Foreign Affairs,
June 1977.

Conditions of imprisonment are reported to be very
severe in all Guinea's prison camps, especially at
Camp Boiro (in Conakry) and Kindia (about 100
kilometres inland from Conakry). Among the worst
aspects of prison conditions are:

Overcrowded cells - there are sometimes 12
prisoners in poorly ventilated cells intended for
three or four people

Is Diallo Telli dead or alive? This is the sort of
question that is asked about prisoners of conscience
in Guinea (Conakry). Telli, the former Secretary
General of the Organisation of African Unity (GAU),
Minister of Justice in Guinea and Guinean
representative at the United Nations, was arrested in
July 1976 on charges of being involved in an alleged
plot against President Sgkou Tourg. In January 1977
Amnesty International received reports that he had
been executed in November 1976. M. Cissako's
enigmatic remark must raise doubts about Telli's
fate.

Diallo Telli's name can be mentioned because he is
a public figure; Amnesty International does not,
however, 'adopt' prisoners of conscience in Guinea -
as it does in other parts of the world - since to do
so could bring retribution upon them. Certainly the
Guinean authorities have always refused to answer
enquiries about the fate of particular political
prisoners. To avoid causing harm to those it wishes
to help, Amnesty International calls upon the Guinean
authorities to institute improvements in the human
rights situation of those imprisoned.

Food and water are only supplied in minimal
quantities. Prisoners often receive only one or
two litres of water each day, which is
insufficient for drinking, let alone washing
purposes. Many prisoners suffer from diseases
caused by lack of vitamins (beri-beri and scurvy,
for example) and protein (kwashiorkor). Other
prisoners have become blind or deaf, or else are
unable to walk as a result of malnutrition.

Hygiene and sanitation - provisions for both are
grossly inadequate. Prisoners are only rarely
allowed out of their cells to wash (reportedly
only every three to four weeks in one prison).
There is no water-borne sewage system in the
prisons.

Among human rights violations in Guinea which cause
Amnesty concern are:

Health - most prisons are not served by a doctor
or even by medical auxiliaries. Almost no medical
treatment is available to prisoners apart from a
few vitamin pills on special occasions. The lack
of medical facilities has resulted in a very
high death rate among prisoners suffering from a
variety of illnesses such as malaria, chronic
dysentery and skin infections. In the six months
between March and September 1974, 253 deaths were
reported from one section of Camp Boiro which
usually holds about 700 prisoners.

*prison conditions which do not accord with the
United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners

Visits - prisoners are not permitted any visits,
even from their close families. The Guinean
authorities encourage prisoners' families to
break all ties with prisoners, and some prisoners'
wives are even reported to have been forced to
re-marry.

sprolonged detention without trial
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What you can do:
Amnesty International believes that international
pressure can change the situation in the former
French colony of Guinea, particularly since the
Guinean authorities are anxious at the moment to
receive aid from and promote trading links with the
West. You can help by writing, preferably in French,
to:

Son Excellence Ahnwd Sidtou Toure
Priisident de la R6publique
Conakry
R6publique de Guinee
Gutnea

or Dr Lansana 116avogui
Premier Ministro
Conakry
RepublIque do GutntCe
Gutnea

or Monsteur Ismdcl Toure
Ministry do la Domaine de
l'Economie et des Finances
Conakry,
RApubltque de Guinet
Guinea

or Son Excellence Aboubacar Sompare
L'Nnbassadeur
Ambassade de la Gulnlie
24 Rue Emile Monter
Pari‘; •501E. France.

pressing for far-reaching improvements in prison
conditions

pressing for effective curbs to be placed on the
government's power and use of detention without
trial

urging the government to introduce measures to
guarantee protection against torture to all
detainees and prisoners

pressing for a more just and equitable system of
trials.

If you want further information or to be involved with
other aspects of the Guinea Campaign or in Amnesty's
work in general, please write or fill in the form
below and send it to Amnesty International, British
Section, Tower House, 8-14 Southampton Street, London
WC2E 7HF.

01 wish to become an individual
member of Al and enclose a cheque/
postal order for 1.5.00 (claimants,
students. OAPs. 12.50). I also wish
to receive general information
about Al.

Parliamentarians and diplomatsp
Teachers and students0 Women0
Workers and farmorso Churcheso
AI Briefing Paper (price 40p)  0

name

address
DI wish to receive further information

about the Guinea Campaign. (The
following leaflets are available()

Amnesty International is an international Human Rights organisation which campaigns
for the release of all prisoners of conscience.
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