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The Gambia: The Gambian government must not carry out any further 

executions of death row prisoners  

 
Amnesty International and 66 international human rights organizations and West African civil 
society groups condemn the execution of nine death row prisoners which took place two weeks 
ago in the Gambia. 
 
The executions were confirmed by the Minister of Interior on Monday 27 August. They followed 
a speech to the nation made by President Jammeh on 19 and again on 20 August in which he 
announced that “all death sentences would be carried out to the letter by mid-September”. 
The statement from the Ministry of Interior reiterated the government’s intention to carry out 
further executions. 
 
The prisoners remaining on death row - at least 38 people - are now at imminent risk of 
execution. Many have been sentenced to death after unfair or politically-motivated trials. Due 
process safeguards are frequently not observed - many people sentenced to death have not had 
access to legal advice or have not been able to pursue a proper appeals process.  
 
The executions carried out two weeks ago were done without prior notification to the prisoners, 
families or lawyers. The government confirmed the executions only after substantial 
international pressure to do so. 
 
Fears for those who remain on death row have been exacerbated by the fact that family 
members have been unable to access the prison or to communicate with the inmates since two 
weeks ago. 
 
The executions, and President Jammeh’s statements about executing all death row prisoners 
by September, caused an international outcry. The undersigned organizations welcome the 
statements made by the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the African 
Union, the European Union, the Commonwealth and the United Nations, as well as, among 
others, the governments of Benin, Nigeria and Senegal.  
 
The Gambia’s actions are in violation of international standards in relation to use of the death 
penalty. The executions are also in stark contrast to the trend, both in West Africa and 
globally, towards ending the use of the death penalty. Since 2000, Cote d'Ivoire, Senegal and 
Togo in West Africa, as well as Burundi, Gabon and Rwanda, have abolished the death penalty 
for all crimes. In the last few months alone, the government of Ghana accepted the 
recommendation of a Constitution Review Commission to abolish the death penalty in the new 
Constitution, and Benin became the 75th state worldwide, and the 10th in Africa, to ratify the 
Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty.   
 
The undersigned organizations call on the Gambian government not to carry out any further 
executions, and to, immediately and publically, commit to an official moratorium on the use of 
the death penalty in the Gambia with a view to abolishing the death penalty. 
 
The government must also release, if requested by the families, the bodies of the individuals 
who were executed two weeks ago.  
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