PUBLIC Al Index: AFR 25/022/2002

Ud 254/02 Fear of torture/ 15 dugust 2002
Petention without charge/
Possible prisoners of conscignce

€THIOPIYMillion Tumato, medical doctor, didama zong health office
Mgngistu Gonsam (m), acting dirgctor of Sidama Pevelopment Corporation
Qamg Qatiso, busingssperson
Beshu Tulu, busingssperson
Mgsfin Ritgssa (m), busingssperson
@irma Chuluke (m), chair of Sidama zong assgmbly
Tongola Torba, chair of drorgssa district assembly
Tekele Pulo
and hundreds of others

Hundreds of peoplg have bgen detaingd in {Iwassa, capital of €thiopia’s Southgrn Region, in a sgcond wave of
arrgsts that bggan in lateg July in econngetion with a peacgful dgmonstration on 24 Mag. They arg reportedly being held
incommunicado without chargg or trial, and may bg at risk of torturg or ill-trgatment. Mang of them may be prisoners
of conseigneg, detaingd without chargg for their non-violgnt opinions.

Thosg arrgsted arg from the local Sidama “nationality” or ¢thnie group. They have begegn accused of instigating a
degmonstration which opposed a government proposal to make Iwassa a federal city whilg retaining it as the regional
capital, and to movg the Sidama zong capital to another town. Many people beligved this would degergase Sidama’s
influgneg in local government.

The detaingegs includg local government gleeted officials from the ruling regional party, the Sidama People's
Pemocratic Organization (SPPO), as well as supporters of the opposition Sidama lLibgration Movement (SlsM), which
claims thg May 2000 ¢lections werg unfair. Other dgetainges arg busingsspeoplg and peoplg without political
affiliation, such as the official of the indgpendent Sidama Pevelopment Corporation, a local non-governmental
development organization, another of whosg officials, Solomon Shgmana leala, was arrgsted in Jung (see UM 177/02,
PR 25/013/2002, 13 Jung 2002, and follow-up, TR 25/017/2002, 28 Jung 2002).

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

In 24 Mag, 7,000 people from {Iwassa and surrounding villages marched in a peacgful demonstration, carrying
branchgs and €thiopian flags, to protest against the proposed changes to the status of {Iwassa. Policg used live
ammunition without warning against thg unarmed demonstrators, Killing at Igast 25 (possibly many morg) and
wounding mang othgrs. Two policg officers werg Killed, which the regional government blamed on dgmonstrators,
whilg others claimed they werg Killed in a disagreement betwegen polieg about the orders to shoot. There werg
numgerous arrgsts following the May dgmonstrations. Flost of thosg arrgsted arg still being held withoat trial.

Wmnesty International has called for an indgpendegnt inquiry into gvgnts at the demonstration. The federal
government has refused to undgrtake this, whilg the regional government said its own poliecg would carry out the
investigation. There has bggn no inquiry regport get.

RECOMMENPED CTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in dmharie or €nglish or gour
own languagg:



- grpressing concgrn for the safety of Million Tumato, Megngistu Gonsam, Game Gatiso, Beshu Tulu, Mesfin Kitgssa,
Girma Chuluke, Tongola Torba, Tekelg Pulo, and hundreds of othegrs who werg arrgsted in lateg July in conngetion with
a pegacgful dgmonstration in dwassa on 24 Mag;

- calling on the authoritigs to allow the detainges immediate acegss to their familigs and Iggal regpresentatives, ang
medical treatment they may nged and acegss to an intgrnational humanitarian organization such as the Intgrnational
Committegg of the Red Cross (ICRC);

- calling on the authoritigs to investigate allggations of tortureg and ill-trgatment of the detainggs;

- gxpressing concgrn over the widgspread usg of detegntion without charge or trial in €thiopia against pgople
gxercising their right to fregdom of gxpression, of association, and of assgmbly;

- urging the authoritigs to abideg by thegir commitments under frticle 9 of the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and
Political Rights and drticlg 7 of the Wfrican Charter on Human and Peoplg’s Rights, and gither charge the detainges
with a recognizablg criminal offencg and give them a prompt and fair trial, or relgaseg them immediately.

APpedlss TO: P O Box 1370, Yddis {Ibaba, €thiopia

His €xeellgney Melgs Zgnawi Teleggram: Minister of Justice, dddis fibaba, €thiopia
Prime Minister Fax:+ 2511 317 775

Prime Minister’s Office Salutation:Pear Minister

P O Box 1031, Addis {Ibaba, €thiopia

Telegrams: Primeg Minister Melgs Zenawi, fddis

Hbaba, €thiopia

Pax:+ 251 1 552 020 (it may be difficult to get through,
but plgasg Reep trging)

Salutation:Your €xegligney

Major Befkadu Tolgra

Pederal Commissioner of Policg

Ministry of Justice

P O Box 21321, dddis {Ibaba, €thiopia

Telegrams: Pederal Commissionegr of Polieg, HAddis
fbaba, E€thiopia

Pax: + 251 1 517 775

Salutation:Pear Commissiongr

Mr ftailgmariam Pessaleggn

President of Southern Region

Southern Peoples' Regional State Council

PO Box 18

HAwassa

Cthiopia

Telegram: Southegrn Region President Hailgmariam
Pessalggn, dwassa, €thiopia

Salutation:Pear Regional President

copIes TO:

Mr Getachew Hssefa

Gengral Manager of Public Security

Prime Minister’s Office

P O Box 1031, dddis baba, €thiopia

Fax:+ 251 1 552 020 (it mag be difficult to get through,
but plgasg keep trying)

Salutation:Pear Sir

Mr Harke tHaroye
Minister of Justice
Ministry of Justice



and to diplomatic rgpregsentatives of €thiopia aceredited to gour country.

PLEASE SENP WPPEdld IMMEPIATELY. Check with the International Sgergtariat, or your section office, if
sgnding appeals after 26 Sgptember 2002.



