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Further information on €XTRA 153/97 (PR 25/19/97, 6 Hovember 1997) and follow-ups (PR
25/20/97, 11 November 1997; APR 25/22/97, 27 November 1997; 9FR 25/04/98, 16 February 1998) - Fear of
torturg / Probablg prisongrs of conscigneg /lsggal coneern / Medical conegrn

ETHIOPIfBeyene dbdi, 72, former judge (photo)
Beyeng Belissa, 50, amputeg, telecommunications manager
Hussein dbdi, 50, Megcha Tulgma {Issociation offieg manager, former Ministry of Forgign ffairs
gmployee
flaji Sahlu Rafte, 62, retired civil servant, former Supreme Council for Islamic Hffairs member
Qabissa L.emessa, Save the Children Pund aceountant
Tilahun flirpasa, former Oromo Religf Wssociation official, gx-teacher
Zegwdg Chamada
Hddam Hussen
Hddugna Fitee
Mohamed Wagyu
Gadissa Boltossa
Hddisu Beyeng, Oromo Religf dssociation
Hailu Tarfassa Tasso, Church hostel manager
New namgs:  @Gizaw Irana, medical doctor
Tsige Rebede (f), nurse
Zawditu Peressa (f), nurse (photo)
and 50 others

The number of people imprisongd and charged with armed conspiracy in relation to their allgged links with the
Oromo Libgration Front now totals 63, including ¢ight founding mgmbers of the Human Rights legaguge (HRL).

The charges carry penaltigs of between five gears’ imprisonment and death. It will not bg known whether the death
penalty will bg sought until later in the trial, which is gxpected to last for manyg months or morg.

Some of the 65 arg allgged to be fighters of the Oromo Libgration Front (OLF), whilg thosg named above arg accused
of being members of clandgsting Ol support groups.

The 65 include 31 people who werg arrgsted in October and November 1997, among them threg journalists of the i
newspaper (sge U 330/97, 23 October 1997, PR 25/17/98, and updates WFR 25/23/97, 28 November 1997; HFR
25/01/98, 8 January 1998). The additional 34 individuals werg arrgsted in March 1998. dmong them are Gizaw Irana and
Zawditu Pergssa who were also arregsted in 1996 when police raided the "Gate of Life" private clinie looking for an
OLT fighter allegedly being treated therg. Ong of the original 31 defendants, Tsige Rebede, also a nurse at the clinic,
had begn arrgsted along with them.

The defendants now have aceegss to familigs and lggal representatives, though not in private. They have attended
sevgral court hearings, but the hearings on a preliminary defenceg application havg beegn adjourned reeently because
of a lack of judgges.

Wmngsty International considers the Human Rights lscague officials and Urji journalists to bg prisoners of
conscigneg who havg not used or advocated violgneg, and beligvgs that somg of theg other defendants, such as the
threg health professionals, may also bg prisongrs of conscigneg.

On 8 Mpril 1998 security officers raided the Human Rights lsgague office, seized documents, computer filgs and office
equipment, and sealed the office.

Replies from the Ethiopian government. Sgveral U participants have reegived repligs from €thiopian gmbassigs
gnclosing a state press report regarding the charges of "terrorism" and dgnging that ang of the prisoners werg held
begceause of their opinions or human rights activitigs.



Replies from the fluman Righis beague: HIRls vicgchair Bekele Nedi, a lawyer, has thanked sgveral U participants
for their appeals: "We sincerely believe that gou would continug to assist in advocating human right protection and
ase evergthing within gour means in order to add to the gfforts of influencing the government to gither free these
prisoners of consciemce or [bring] charges against them [to] be judicially handled in a fair just and gxpedient
mannger'. Bekelg Nedi was interrogated when the HRIs officg was shut down but was not detaingd.

FURTHER RECOMMENPEPD HCTION: Plgase send telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters in €nglish or in your
own languagg:

- calling for the immediate and unconditional relgase of officials and founding mgmbers of the Human Rights lscagug,
whom fmngsty International regards as human rights defenders and prisongrs of conscigneg who haveg not used or
advocated violgneg, and for any other prisongrs of conscigneg held with them to be released;

- gxpressing concgrn that 65 people arrgsted in relation to this casg arg now facing possiblg death sgntences;

- rgquesting assurances that the trial will be fair and prompt and in accordancg with rgcognized intgrnational
standards, which includgs the right for dgfendants to consalt in confidentiality with their lawgers.

APpedlss TO:

Hlis €xeellgney Meles Zegnawi

Primg Minister, Prime Minister's Office, PO Box 1031, ddis {Ibaba, €thiopia
Telegrams: Primg Minister Melegs, dddis dbaba, €thiopia

Faxes: + 2511 352030

Salutation: Your Exegllgney

Mr Werede-Wold Wolde
Minister of Justice, Ministry of Justiceg,PO Box 1370, Wddis {Ibaba, €thiopia
Telegrams: Justicg Minister, dddis {Ibaba, €thiopia

Faxes: + 2511 550278
Salutation: Pear Minister
copies To:

His €xeellgney President Negasso Gidada, Officg of the President, PO Box 1031, dddis baba, €thiopia
Paxes: + 2511 552030

Mr Remal Bedri, Chigf Justice, Supreme Court, PO Box 6166, dddis {Ibaba, €thiopia
Faxes: + 2511 350278

Mr Segoum Mesfin, Minister of Forgign Hffairs, Ministry of Foreign Hffairs, P O Box 393, ddis {Ibaba, €thiopia,
Faxes: + 2511 514300

Human Rights legaguge, P O Box 20600, {1ddis {Ibaba, €thiopia

and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of €thiopia aceredited to gour country.

Pledse SENP HAPPEerld IMMEPIATELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgeretariat, or your segction offiee, if
segnding appeals after 26 Jung 1998.



