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Further information on EXTRA 107/93 (AFR 25/15/93, 17 December 1993) and 

follow-ups (AFR 25/03/94, 6 January 1994, and AFR 25/07/94, 22 February 1994) 

- Legal Concern 

 

ETHIOPIA:  

   Abera Yemane-Ab 

 

and new name Elfinesh Kano (f), a popular Oromo singer 

  
 

Abera Yemane-Ab, a representative of the exile opposition Coalition of Ethiopian 

Democratic Forces (COEDF), is still in detention although the court dismissed 

the charges against him on 13 April 1994.  The police have reportedly said 

he could face other charges.  His lawyers are filing a legal application for 

his release.  Abera Yemane-Ab was arrested in Addis Ababa in December 1993 

along with four others when he returned from exile to attend a Conference for 

Peace and Reconciliation.  The others have since been released (see follow 

up AFR 25/07/93, 22 February 1994).    

 

Amnesty International has now learnt that Elfinesh Kano, a professional singer 

of popular songs, was detained on 31 December 1993 with over 30 people mainly 

of the Oromo ethnic group of which she is a member.  They were arrested following 

a demonstration at the court in Addis Ababa when the detained exiles (including 

two Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) leaders) were brought before a judge.  She 

was first held with other demonstrators at Sendafa Police College near Addis 

Ababa, where they were reportedly ill-treated and beaten.  All the others were 

apparently released after about three months but she was transferred to 

Maikelawi Police Central Investigation Centre in Addis Ababa in February 1994. 

 She was moved in early April to the Central Prison (Karchele) in Addis Ababa, 

where she is currently detained.  

 

Since March she has been taken to court several times on the basis of a political 

charge relating to an audio-cassette of her songs released some months before 

her arrest.  Details of the charge are not yet known to Amnesty International 

but it is believed that the police thought the songs (in the Oromo language) 

were seditious.  Elfinesh Kano has denied this.  According to Amnesty 

International's information, the songs, which praise Oromo culture, do not 

advocate violence and are not overtly political.       

Elfinesh Kano is reportedly seriously ill as a result of beatings and denial 

of medical treatment.  She is said to be able to walk only with difficulty 

and to be in severe pain.  A mother of two young daughters, she has been detained 

three times before for political reasons: first, by the previous Mengistu 

government in the 1980's; then briefly under the present government (in power 

since 1991) in June 1992 at Addis Ababa's airport when she was due to travel 

to Europe; and later from July 1992 to February 1993 in Dedessa prison where 

several thousand suspected OLF supporters were detained without charge or trial.  

 

Amnesty International believes she is a prisoner of conscience imprisoned for 

her non-violent opinions. 

  

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and 

airmail letters, either in English or your own language: 

- expressing concern at the continued detention of Elfinesh Kano and reports 
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that she is seriously ill as a result of ill-treatment; 

- appealing for her to be immediately given proper medical treatment, including 

hospital admission if required; 

- calling for her unconditional release as a prisoner of conscience; 

- expressing concern that Abera Yemane-Ab remains in detention despite the 

dismissal of charges against him and urging that he be released immediately 

if there is no evidence to charge him with any other offence.  

 

APPEALS TO:  

1) President:  

His Excellency President Meles Zenawi 

Office of the President, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Telegrams: President Meles, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Telexes:   21050 (c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

Faxes:     + 251 1 514300  (c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

Salutation:  Your Excellency 

 

2) Vice-Minister of Internal Affairs (head of security): 

Mr Kinfe Gebre-Medhin  

Vice-Minister of Internal Affairs 

Ministry of Internal Affairs 

P O Box 5721, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Telegrams:  Vice-Minister Internal Affairs Kinfe, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Telexes/Faxes: as for the President 

Salutation: Dear Vice-Minister 

 

3) Minister of Justice: 

Mr Meheteme Solomon 

Minister of Justice, Ministry of Justice 

P O Box 1370, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Telegrams: Minister of Justice Meheteme Solomon, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Faxes: + 251 1 550 722 

Salutation: Dear Minister 

 

COPIES OF YOUR APPEALS TO: 

1) Mr Hassan Shiffa, Coordinator of Police and Prisons Administration, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, PO Box 5721, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

2) Mr Beyene Fisseha, Commandant, Central Prison, P O Box 2234, Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Ethiopia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 19 May 1994. 


