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POLITICAL IMPRISONMENT

IN THE

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

INTRODUCTION

Amnesty International has approached the Angolan
 authorities during

recent years about a range of human rights issue
s in the People's

Republic of Angola. These include:

the imprisonment of prisoners of conscience - th
at is,

people imprisoned on account of the non-violent

exercise of their fundamental human rights, such
 as

freedom of expression and freedom of associatio
n;

the long-term detention without trial of suspect
ed

critics and opponents of the government, includ
ing

alleged supporters of armed opposition movements

and people accused of espionage on behalf of suc
h

opposition groups or on behalf of foreign govern
ments;

the failure of the government to account for the
 fate

of many people who were arrested for political r
easons

in 1977 and 1978 and who then "disappeared" in

custody;

allegations of torture and of severe beating of

prisoners;

trials which do not conform to internationally

established legal standards;

the use of the death penalty for both political

and criminal offences;

reports of extrajudicial executions.

The Angolan authorities' response to Amnesty Int
ernational on

a number of occasions has been to provide inform
ation about

particular prisoners or to criticize the organiz
ation's adoption

of certain detainees as prisoners of conscience
. However, they have

not answered many questions about long-term or m
issing detainees, nor

responded to appeals against the use of torture 
or the death penalty.

In March 1983 Amnesty International published a 
briefing which

summarized its concerns in the People's Republic
 of Angola. At the

beginning of 1984 this was revised to include ne
w information about

recent developments and about issues which were 
not dealt with in

detail in the March 1983 edition. This document
 is an account of



Amnesty International's concerns relating to political imprisonment

in Angola and a description of the political context in which

arrests, detention, torture, killings and executions are said to

have occurred. It is mainly about prisoners in the custody of

government security forces and does not describe in detail

information received by Amnesty International about prisoners

held by non-governmental political organizations in Angola, nor thos
e

taken captive by the armed forces of neighbouring countries in the

course of operations in Angola.

POLITICAL CONTEXT

1. Armed Conflict and Armed Political Opposition to the Government

When Angola became independent in November 1975, Portuguese forces

withdrew, leaving the country in a state of civil war with three

political movements competing for power. These were: the Movimento

Popular de Libertacao de Angola(MPLA), Popular Movement for the

Liberation of Angola, led by Dr Agostinho Neto; the Frente Nacional

de Libertacao de Angola(FNLA), National Front for the Liberation

of Angola, led by Holden Roberto; and the Uniao Nacional para a

Independe'ncia Total de Angola(UNITA), National Union for the Total

Independence of Angola, led by Dr Jonas Savimbi. In addition a

fourth political group, the Frente de Libertaeao do Enclave de

Cabinda(FLEC), Cabinda Enclave Liberation Front, was seeking the

secession of Angola's oil-rich Cabinda Province, which is separated

from the rest of Angola by the Zaire River and by a narrow strip

of territory belonging to the Republic of Zaire.

Before the departure of the Portuguese forces, Angola had

experienced 13 years of continuous internal strife (from February

1961 until the fall of the Caetano government in Portugal in April

1974). During this period Portuguese colonial rule was challenged

by armed insurrection and serious human rights violations were

reported. Among those detained for long periods without trial, both

before and after the insurrection started, were members of the MPLA

who subsequently became senior government officials. They included

the first head of state, Dr Agostinho Neto. Amnesty International

adopted Dr Neto as a prisoner of conscience in 1961, before he

became involved in armed opposition to Portuguese colonial rule,

and it took up the cases of other detainees held on account of

their non-violent political views. In April 1974, following the

overthrow of the Caetano government, all political prisoners in

Angola were released. For the next 19 months there was a power

struggle between the MPLA, FNLA and UNITA, each of which tried to

establish control over the areas where they had most support -

Luanda and its hinterland in the case of the MPLA; the northern

provinces in the case of the FNLA; and the centre and south of the

country in the case of the UNITA.

Before independence in November 1975, many foreign troops were

introduced into Angola in support of the various political movements
.



By the time that Angola officially became independent, on 11 November
1975, Cuban troops had arrived to back the MPLA, Zairian troops
were fighting alongside the FNLA and South African units were only
a short distance from Luanda, supporting the UNITA.

Although the FNLA and the UNITA formed an alliance against
the MPLA, at the beginning of 1976 the combined forces of the latter
and their Cuban allies established control over most of the country.
By March 1976 Zairian and South African forces had withdrawn from
Angola and, despite the last minute arrival of foreign mercenaries
to support it, the FNLA had been defeated as a fighting force. The
UNITA, however, did not withdraw but resorted to guerrilla warfare
which it has waged ever since. Since March 1976 the MPLA has
controlled all the principal towns in the country. However,
UNITA guerrillas remained active, particularly in the centre of the
country in the area known as the High Plateau, in Hie and Huambo
provinces, where they have been engaged in an armed conflict with
government forces ever since 1976.

In June 1978 the MPLA government led by President Neto
announced a reconciliation with Zaire. President Mobutu of Zaire
agreed to end Zairian support for the FNLA and the FLEC, provided
Angola agreed to prevent further attacks from Angolan territory
on Zaire's southern Shaba province by opponents of President
Mobutu's government. Two such attacks were made, in March 1977
and in May 1978, by the Front de liberation national du Congo(FLNC),
Congo National Liberation Front. President Mobutu announced that
Zairian refugees could return to Zaire and, at the same time, Angolan
refugees and supporters of the FNLA were encouraged to return to
Angola after President Neto announced a partial amnesty for political
prisoners in September 1978. Following the reconciliation between
Angola and Zaire, FLEC and FNLA activists were said to have been
detained in Zaire on several occasions. However, during 1981 a new
Angola opposition movement was reported to have been formed in Zaire,
known as the Comité militaire de resistance angolaise(COMIRA),
Angolan Military Resistance Committee.

There has been no reconciliation with the UNITA, nor with the
South African forces which still occupy neighbouring Namibia (South
West Africa). UNITA guerrillas have remained active in the country-
side in both the centre and the southeast of the country and by 1983
were operating in provinces as far north as Kwanza-Norte and Malange.
In 1978 they started an urban guerrilla campaign in Luanda, Huambo
and other cities. Bombs exploded in public places, such as markets,
and targets such as embassies or the commercial offices of East
European countries were also bombed. Since 1980, UNITA guerrillas
have kidnapped numerous civilians, including European expatriate
workers, in the centre,east and south of the country. Foreigners
have sometimes been released by the UNITA near the frontier with
Namibia to enable them to leave the country. The situation of other
captives held by the UNITA is not known.

Between 1976 and 1983, UNITA guerrillas and suspected UNITA
members or sympathizers have been captured or arrested on many
occasions. Little information is available about prisoners
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captured during the fighting in recent years, although in 1976 both
UNITA guerrillas and their suspected supporters are reported to
have been executed extrajudicially in the High Plateau area. More
recently some UNITA guerrillas are known to have been detained for
long periods without charge or trial, but they have, in some cases,
eventually been released. The capture of such guerrillas is
occasionally announced by the Angolan authorities and many prisoners
accused of supporting the UNITA have been displayed at public rallies.
UNITA members suspected of planting bombs - bomblstas(bombers) as
they are called - have been brought to trial several times since
July 1980. A smaller number of FLEC members accused of planting
bombs have been brought to trial too and the FLEC is reported to
be conducting an intermittent campaign against the MPLA authorities
in Cabinda province.

As well as giving continuing logistical support to the UNITA,
South African military forces have made repeated incursions into
Angolan territory, usually in Cunene or Huila provinces. These
attacks are described by the South African authorities as attempts
to suppress the activities of South West Africa People's
Organisation (SWAPO) guerrillas, who reportedly have bases in
southern Angola. However, South African forces have in addition
attacked civilian refugee camps. In May 1978, for example, a
major attack was made on a camp at Kassinga, in Huila province,
in which several hundred SWAPO supporters and Namibian refugees
were killed. At the same time South African troops took about 200
Namibians prisoner elsewhere in southern Angola and returned them
to Namibia, where more than 100 are reported to be still in detention
almost six years later at a special camp near Mariental, south of
Windhoek.

In August 1981 parts of Cunene province were occupied by South
African forces and hundreds of civilians were reportedly killed
during the fighting. Although the forces partially withdrew, in
1983 parts of Cunene province along the border with Namibia were
still occupied by South African troops. At the end of that year
South African forces once again attacked targets in Huila province.
At the end of January 1984, however, the South African forces agreed
to withdraw from Angolan territory, apparently in return for Angolan
guarantees that SWAPO guerrillas would not launch attacks into Namibia
from Angola.

2. Internal Political Developments

During the first year of independence the MPLA government attempted
to establish control over the whole country and over its own members,
some of whom were criticizing President Neto's leadership or other
government policies, such as the close military alliance with Cuba,
and were starting to challenge the leadership of the MPLA. Even
before independence in 1975 one left-wing group known as the Amilcar
Cabral Committees had been banned and some of its members detained
by the MPLA authorities. After independence the members of two
groups challenging the government's policies were arrested and
detained without trial. They were the Revo7ta Activa,Active Revolt,
some of whose members were arrested in April 1976, and the
Organizaoaa Comunista de Angola (OCA), Angola Communist Organization,
whose members were arrested from October 1976 on. In October 1976



other groups active within the MPLA, such as the Henda Committees,
were instructed to end their activities.

In addition to facing both internal dissent and continuing
attacks by armed opposition movements, the government experienced
serious practical difficulties in reorganizing the country's economy
and administration. By early 1977 another split had occurred
within the MPLA and a faction developed which was led by Nito Alves,
who had been Minister of the Interior from November 1975 until
October 1976. Some MPLA members criticized the government in
connection with a food shortage in Luanda in early 1977 and called
for changes in political organization. In mid-May 1977 Nito Alves
and his closest colleague, Jose Van Dunem, were expelled from the
MPLA Central Committee. A week later, on 27 May 1977, Nito Alves'
supporters tried to seize power in a coup.

Nito Alves' supporters - commonly known as Nitistas- seized
control of several key installations, including Luanda's main
Sao Paulo prison and captured and killed seven senior MPLA officials.
However, a number of army units, assisted by Cuban soldiers, opposed
the attempt to overthrow the government and the coup failed.

In the aftermath of this coup attempt, thousands of people
were reportedly arrested and there was a major political crisis.
Serious violations of human rights are reported to have occurred
during the following 12 months - particularly after the government
apparently transferred responsibility for political prisoners from
the judiciary to the security police.

President Neto initially indicated that some clemency would
be shown towards members of the Nitistafaction, but later he
publicly stated that retribution would be swift and that little
regard would be paid to judicial procedures. This was apparently
after he learned that seven senior MPLA officials had been killed.
In July 1977 he announced the formation of a Special Military
Tribunal to try those arrested for complicity in the coup attempt.
Within a few days of the attempt many senior officials suspected
of involvement were arrested. Nito Alves and Jose Van Dunem were
captured a few weeks later and the arrest of others suspected of
supporting the Nitistacause continued throughout 1977.

The Special Military Tribunal's proceedings were conducted in
secret and its verdicts and sentences have not been made public.
It is not known even how many cases were actually examined by the
tribunal and how many were simply dealt with summarily by the
security police - then called the Direcgao de Informagao e Seguranga
de Angola (DISA), Angolan Directorate for Information and Security.
In August 1977 President Neto announced that some of the leaders
of the coup attempt had been shot, but he did not specify how many
or disclose their identities. However, it is widely believed that
most of the suspected leaders of the Nitistafaction were executed.
They included Nito Alves, Jose Van Dunem, David Aires Machado (the
Minister of Internal Trade), Sita Valles (Jose Van Dunem's wife),
Jacob Joao Caetano (known as "Monstro Imortal"or the "Immortal



Monster", a senior member of the armed forces' general staff) and
other senior MPLA and military leaders.

No official information has been made public about the names
and number of those executed; however, executions were reported
in Luanda and several other towns. These reports suggest that a
considerable number of people were executed after the coup attempt,
most without any semblance of a trial. Further information about
the identity and number of people executed is given in Section X
on political killings. Executions appear to have begun shortly
after the coup attempt, at the end of May and beginning of June,
when a number reportedly occurred, for example, in Luena, the
capital of Moxico province. They continued in Luanda and else-
where until about September 1977. A few more executions occurred
later in the year, the last executions of prisoners suspected of
complicity in the coup attempt being reported in Luanda in March 1978.

Amnesty International has been unable to ascertain how many
extrajudicial executions took place after the May 1977 coup attempt
and how many prisoners were tried by the Special Military Tribunal.
However, apparently few, if any, prisoners actually appeared before
the tribunal for trial. In the immediate aftermath of the coup
attempt members of the MPLA Political Bureau are reported to have
been involved in investigating its origins and questioning prisoners.
But within a month, responsibility for the investigation and for
punishing those alleged to have been involved was apparently
delegated entirely to the DISA. Within the DISA, senior officials
such as its National Director, Joao Lopes (Ludy Kissassunda), and
the Deputy Director, Henrique de Carvalho Santos (Onambwe),
evidently examined the cases of important prisoners, but in most
cases the DISA's local directors of operations apparently had
responsibility for deciding the fate of those arrested. In Luanda,
for example, Carlos Jorge, the D1SA's local Director of Operations,
appears to have been responsible not only for interrogating suspects
but also for deciding on their fate. This transfer of authority to
security police officials gave them total control over prisoners and
seems to have created a situation in which prisoners no longer had
any safeguards to protect them and became victims of serious human
rights violations.

In some cases, the families of prisoners were informed officially
that their relatives had been executed. In many other cases, however,
relatives were not informed and, despite making repeated inquiries
over several years, they have been unable to obtain any information
from the authorities about the fate of individual prisoners.

Some prisoners accused of complicity in the coup attempt were
eventually sent to rural detention camps and told they had been
convicted and sentenced to imprisonment. None seem to have been
tried or to have received details of any court verdict against them,
nor, in many cases, do the charges against them appear to have had
any legal basis. These detainees included many soldiers who had
not even been in Angola at the time of the coup attempt but were in
Cuba or the Soviet Union for training. They were, however, suspected
of being sympathetic to the Nitistacause.



Many prisoners suspected of complicity in the coup attempt
were eventually released, some after a few months in detention, others
after several years' imprisonment. In December 1979, for instance,
the authorities published the names of some 200 prisoners who had
been released.

During late 1978 and early 1979 relatives of many missing
prisoners appealed to President Neto personally to give them
information. Although in most cases the families did not get the
information they wanted, in July 1979 President Neto announced that
the DISA was being dissolved on account of the "excesses" he said
it had committed. A number of DISA officials were detained for
investigation, among them Carlos Jorge, the Director of Operations
in Luanda. These officials were held at Sao Paulo prison in Luanda
for almost a year and then released, apparently because of lack of
evidence against them. The results of an official inquiry into the
DISA's activities, which was announced in 1979, have never been
published and many former DISA officials kept their jobs.

III CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL SYSTEM

1. Government and Constitution

Since independence in 1975, Angola has been a one-party state ruled
by the country's only legal political party, the MPLA. At its
first congress in December 1977 the MPLA changed its status from
that of a political movement to that of a Marxist-Leninist party
and became the MPLA - Partido de Trabalho(MPLA - Labour Party).
After the defeat of the Nitista coup attempt in May 1977 the MPLA
was purged of Nitistasympathizers. By December 1980, when the
MPLA-PT held its first special congress, it had some 31,000 members,
about half of whom were full members and half candidates for full
membership.

The President of the MPLA-PT is chosen by the Party's Central
Committee. He is also automatically both head of state and head
of government, and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.
Following the death of President Neto in September 1979, Jose
Eduardo dos Santos became President.

The MPLA-PT Central Committee consists of some 64 full members
and 25 "candidate members" elected by the Party Congress. The Central
Committee meets every six months. Between meetings day-to-day
affairs are conducted by the smaller Political bureau and by the
15 departments of the Central Committee Secretariat. The heads of
these secretariat departments play a major political role. The
government, or Council of Ministers, carries out decisions made
by the Central Committee.

In December 1982 the MPLA-PT Central Committee announced that
it was giving President dos Santos "special powers", but the precise
nature of these powers was not specified. However, in July 1983
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more special measures were announced after a series of major UNITA

attacks on towns and railways. A new law, No. 5/83 of 30 July 1983,

created Regional Military Councils to take over the running of

affairs in all parts of the country affected by the activities of

armed opposition groups and these councils are believed to have

been given jurisdiction over 10 of Angola's 18 provinces. Some

parts of the country had previously been ruled by similar military

councils in 1975 and 1976 when, soon after independence, the MPLA

had gained control of them from other political movements for the

first time. However they were later replaced by civilian

administrations.

Law No. 5/83 of July 1983 also effectively placed more than

half the country under martial law. In these areas where Regional

Military Councils were established, military courts were given

jurisdiction over a wide range of political and "economic" offences

and empowered to try cases involving civilians as well as military

personnel.

Angola's constitution was adopted by the MPLA Central Committee

on the eve of independence and has been modified several times.

It gives the MPLA-PT responsibility for the political, economic

and social leadership of the state in the effort to construct a

socialist society (Article 2). It also states that the law shall

guarantee freedom of speech, assembly and association (Article 22)

and that no citizen may be arrested and brought to trial except

according to law (Article 23). Finally, it guarantees such

individual freedoms as inviolability of the home, although this

may be restricted by law (Article 24), states that freedom of

conscience and belief are inviolable and guarantees freedom of

religious practice, so long as this does not disturb public order

and is not contrary to the national interest (Article 25).

2. Legal Situation

The constitution stipulates that judges are to be independent

(Article 50) and prosecutions initiated by the Procurator General

of the Republic on behalf of the state. In practice, the structure

of the judiciary and the administration of justice have changed

considerably over the years since 1975.

Ordinary criminal offences are dealt with by the criminal

courts, which are organized in a hierarchy under the Supreme Court.

At local level the district court (Tribunal Judicial da Comarca)

administers justice. The decisions of these courts may be

challenged in a higher appeals court (Tribunal de Relacao). The

law requires ordinary criminal cases to be investigated by a juix
de instrucao,investigating judge, and suspects may not be detained

for more than 40 days before being charged.

Several different types of court have been given responsibility

for trying political cases over the years since independence. In

1976 a civilian court, the People's Revolutionary Tribunal, was set

up. In 1977 the creation of a Special Military Tribunal was



announced. In 1979 the People's Revolutionary Tribunal was once
again involved in trying political cases. Finally, in 1983 military
courts were given jurisdiction over political cases in some parts
of the country.

The People's Revolutionary Tribunal was created in May 1976
to try prisoners accused of endangering the security of the state
or of economic sabotage. An important trial of 13 foreign
mercenaries took place before this tribunal in June 1976, but
apparently it dealt with few other political cases during the first
few years of independence. There was, for example, no resort to
this court after the May 1977 coup attempt, nor were suspected
UNITA supporters tried by it until 1979. Since 1979, however, it
has been the court where a number of political trials have taken
place. Between June 1980 and May 1983 it tried more than 100
people accused of committing crimes in support of the UNITA and the
FLEC. It sentenced more than 60 of them to death.

The law which established the People's Revolutionary Tribunal
(Law No. 7/76 of 1 May 1976) accords defendants a number of basic
rights, including the right to study the prosecution's case at
least eight days before the trial starts, to cross-examine
prosecution witnesses, to appoint a defence lawyer and to call
defence witnesses (Articles 12, 13 and 23). When the tribunal was
set up there was no right of appeal against either conviction or
sentence. In April 1980 a special Appeals Tribunal was created to
review death sentences and sentences of more than 20 years'
imprisonment imposed by the People's Revolutionary Tribunal, but
this higher court does not, apparently, re-examine verdicts, only
sentence details.

As well as being a court of law, the People's Revolutionary
Tribunal (comprising judges and procurators - public prosecutors)
has also served as a special commission, known as the Comissao de
Revisao,Review Commission, to examine the cases of political
detainees and either order their release or recommend that they
be brought to trial. It may also summarily sentence them to
imprisonment. The commission functioned in this way particularly
in 1979 and 1980, when there was a considerable backlog of untried
cases. Detainees do not appear to have an automatic right of appeal
to this commission, nor is it known what are its criteria for
intervening and ordering a detainee's release. Detainees who
appeared before the commission in early 1980 are reported to have
had no legal counsel, nor to have been informed in detail of the
accusations against them.

The Special Military Tribunal, set up after the May 1977 coup
attempt, held all its hearings in secret. There have been no reports

of its trying political prisoners since 1978. However, other military
courts have been involved in trying political cases: in June and
November 1982 military courts in Cabinda province tried alleged
members of the FLEC. In July 1983 military courts were given
jurisdiction over political cases in all provinces where armed
opposition movements were active and where Regional Military Councils
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were being set up. Regional Military Tribunals were given

particular jurisdiction over offences against the security of th
e

state, economic sabotage, speculation, disobeying Regional Milit
ary

Council orders and other "acts endangering the defence and secur
ity

of the community". Although it appeared initially that both civ
ilians

and military personnel tried by these courts would have a right 
of

appeal, in practice this right does not seem to have been recogn
ized.

When Angola became independent in November 1975 Article 58

of the new constitution stated that "laws and regulations curre
ntly

in force will be applied unless they are repealed or amended

and only as long as they do not contradict the spirit of the

present law (the constitution)or the Angolan revolutionary proce
ss".

The new state thus inherited the existing Portuguese criminal co
de

and code of criminal procedure. However, while the MPLA was

fighting the Portuguese before independence Its Military Commis
sion

adopted a series of internal regulations which were also regard
ed

as laws from November 1975 on. They included a provision adopted

in 1966 which introduced the death penalty.

The Portuguese criminal code inherited in 1975 has been modifie
d

in a number of important respects: notably, punishments prescri
bed

for political offences have become more severe. In early 1978,

the number of offences punishable by the death penalty, which ha
d

previously been prescribed (under the terms of the MPLA's inter
nal

regulations) for treason and the crime of "mercenarism", was

increased to include all crimes previously punished by prison

sentences of more than 20 years. In May 1978 a law on the secur
ity

of the state, No. 7/78 of 26 May 1978, replaced the existing sec
tion

of the criminal code concerned with offences against the securi
ty

of the state and made the death penalty mandatory for offences s
uch

as treason and armed rebellion.

In addition to increasing the mandatory punishments for other

offences already covered by the criminal code, Law No. 7/78 defi
ned

two new offences: incitement to strike or not allowing workers

access to their work-place (Article 23), and rumour-mongering or

spreading information liable to disturb the peace or the
IIrevolutionary process" (Article 24). Both offences are punishable

by up to two years' imprisonment.

Other laws which have significantly modified the criminal code

include a November 1978 law on Military Crimes, which prescribe
s

punishments for such offences as desertion and failure to repor
t

for military service. A February 1983 law on state secrets pres
cribes

punishments, including the death penalty, for both espionage and

divulging any information liable to be prejudicial to the secur
ity

of the state.

In addition to referring to laws inherited from the Portuguese

or from the MPLA in 1975 and laws adopted since then, Angolan co
urts

have occasionally treated as law international declarations or

instruments to which Angola was not a signatory and which were

therefore not legally binding.



Although a member of the United Nations and of the Organization
of African Unity (OAU), Angola has not signed or ratified any
international treaties on human rights, such as the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the OAU Charter on
Human and People's Rights. Nor, apparently, has the Angolan
government formally signed the Geneva Conventions for the
protection of war victims, including the Third Convention, which
deals with the treatment of prisoners of war.

Laws and regulations laying down criminal procedure have also
been modified on a number of occasions. Between 1975 and 1979 the
DISA was allowed to detain individuals suspected of politicalOr
IIeconomic" offences for an indefinite period. However, since
June 1980 some curbs have been placed on the security forces'
powers of detention (details are given in the next section).

Following the dissolution of the DISA in 1979, responsibility
for internal security was given first to the Ministry of the
Interior, then, from 1980 on, to a special Ministry of State
Security. Officials in this ministry make arrests and are
empowered to detain suspects without charge or trial for up to six
months. Other security force units seem to have independent
powers of arrest and detention without charge. These units include
the criminal investigation police and the economic police (both
under the authority of the Ministry of Interior); the Tropas Guarda
Fronteira de Angola (TGFA), Angolan Frontier Guard Troops, and the
militia, known as the Organizavao da Defesa Popular(ODP), Popular
Defence Organization, (both under the authority of the Ministry of
Defence); and the Brigadas Populares de Vigiláncia(BPV), People's
Vigilance Brigades - another militia group set up in September 1983
under the authority of provincial officials and the Ministry of
Provincial Coordination.

IV DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL FOR POLITICAL REASONS

When it was formed in November 1975 the DISA was authorized to
detain suspects for an indefinite period while it investigated
their cases (Article 5 of Decree Law No. 3/75 of 29 November 1975).
It was also given the task of "re-educating" people who endangered
the security of the state. During the next four years the DISA is
reported to have been responsible for detaining thousands of suspects
at its various provincial headquarters and at detention camps in
remote rural areas.

Following the dissolution of the DISA in 1979 the state
security authorities' powers of detention without trial were curbed.
Law No. 4-D/80 concerning criminal procedures, enacted in June 1980,
prescribes maximum periods of detention without charge which vary
according to the gravity of the accusations made.

According to this law detainees suspected of committing serious
offences against the security of the state may be held without charge
for an initial period of three months, which is renewable once for
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a further three months. Throughout this period such detainees
are in the custody of the Ministry of State Security, which is
responsible for all aspects of their imprisonment, and
interrogation, and for the process known as instruc5o,the
preparation of a case against a suspect which is eventually given
to the courts. During this period the state security service
alone is responsible for all aspects of a suspect's imprisonment.
Such detainees are not produced before an independentjuiz de
instrucaowithin 48 hours of their arrest, as required by Article 311
of the code of criminal procedure, and evidently have no right to
challenge the grounds of their detention by invoking Article 315
of the code concerninghabeas corpus. Only after six months'
detention without charge should detainees be informed of the
accusations made against them. When this period has elapsed the
state security service is supposed either to inform the People's
Procurator of the People's Revolutionary Tribunal of the case
against a suspect or else to release him or her. The Procurator
may then draft a formal indictment and preparations for trial can
start. Once the case has been referred to the Procurator there
seems to be no limit on the period which may elapse before a suspect
is brought to trial.

In practice, the procedures for detention without charge do
not seem to be closely followed. According to Amnesty International's
information, some political detainees have been held without being
formally charged or brought to trial for periods varying from six
months to six years. Such cases have occurred both before and
after June 1980. Often detainees have been interrogated during the
first few weeks in custody, but have subsequently been given no
further explanation as to why they are being detained or of the
legal grounds for their detention. Sometimes they have been sent
to remote rural detention camps without receiving any explanation.
In many of these cases the authorities have apparently decided to
keep people in administrative detention without attempting to bring
them to trial. However, it is unclear whether there is any legal
basis for these people being detained or which authorities have the
power to order their administrative detention.

Even when formally charged, political detainees may be kept
in custody for a further long period, often exceeding a year,
before being brought to trial or before the court decides to
release them.

V NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION OF POLITICAL DETAINEES

1. Prisoners of Conscience

Most political prisoners in Angola have been held without ever being
brought to trial or having their cases reviewed by a court. At the
end of 1983, for example, a considerable number of people arrested
for political reasons in 1979 were still being detained without
having been tried, and Amnesty International knew of several
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prisoners who had been arrested in 1975 and 1977 but who were still
being detained.

Most political detainees who have been in custody since early
1980 have been suspected of committing offences in support of the
UNITA or of supporting it in some other way. Before 1979, however,
a considerable number of the MPLA's own former supporters were also
imprisoned, some on account of their alleged involvement in the
May 1977 coup attempt and others because of their suspected support
for groups which were critical of government policies. Amnesty
International has designated as "prisoners of conscience" and
sought the release only of those prisoners arrested because of
their real or suspected non-violent criticism of the governmentOr
its policies.

Between 1975 and 1980 more than 150 are known to have been
imprisoned for periods varying from one to four years on account
of their suspected support for groups such as the Annear Cabral
Committees, the Active Revolt and the OCA. By mid-1980,however,
they were all believed to have been released.

A group of four MPLA-PT officials and supporters of the
government were arrested in December 1982 and January 1983 and
accused of involvement in the production of a satirical play in
August 1982; however, within a month, all but one had been released.
The remaining prisoner, Fernando Costa Andrade ("Ndunduma"or
"Thunderer"), the former editor of the official daily newspaper,
Jornal de Angola,and Secretary General of the Union of Angolan
Journalists, was kept in custody by the Ministry of State Security
for six months and his case was apparently then referred to the
Procurator of the People's Revolutionary Tribunal. He was eventually
released at the end of January 1984.

No details of the charges against Fernando Costa Andrade were
made public,but soon after his arrest the Angolan press reported
that he and others arrested at the same time were accused of
"incorrect use of criticism", "insulting the head of state" and
"fractionism" (encouraging the development of a particular faction
or "fraction" within the MPLA-PT). It seems the accusations
against him were prompted by his involvement in the presentation
of a satirical play, performed privately for President dos Santos
on his birthday in August 1982. The play evidently satirized various
aspects of the government and criticized certain senior members of
the MPLA-PT. Amnesty International adopted Fernando Costa Andrade as
a prisoner of conscience, considering him to be detained on account
of the non-violent exercise of his right to freedom of expression.

Between 1977 and 1980 prisoners of conscience detained without
trial in Angola included a considerable number of members of religious
sects, especially Jehovah's Witnesses and Tokoistas - disciples of
the prophet Simao Toko - which had been outlawed or were considered
subversive. In early 1978 about 50 Jehovah's Witnesses were known
to be in the custody of the ODP militia in Luanda; yet others were
being held in rural detention camps until their release in 1980.
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2. Other Untried Political Detainees

Detainees suspected of committing politically motivated crimes of

violence or of collaborating with armed opposition groups include

many who have been held for one year or more without trial. Some

have been charged with specific offences and are in theory awaiting

trial; others, not specifically charged with anything, are

effectively being kept in administrative detention.

Most prisoners accused of belonging to the UNITA's guerrilla

forces or of collaborating with the UNITA in some way have not

been brought to trial, although between July 1980 and May 1983 more

than 100 alleged UNITA supporters were tried on charges of, among

other things, armed rebellion. Untried detainees have been held

for long periods in prisons in Luanda or at detention camps such

as Bentiaba camp (formerly known as Sao Nicolau camp) in Namibe

province. A former UNITA chief of staff in Cunene province,

Godfrey Nangonya, was arrested in February 1976 and held without

charge or trial until his release in November 1981. A UNITA

medical officer called Teodoro Titako was captured while serving

with UNITA guerrilla forces in 1979 and was held without charge or

trial until January 1983, when the detention camp where he was

being held was attacked by UNITA guerrillas and he and some 100

other prisoners left the camp with the guerrillas.

It is not known just how many prisoners accused of complicity

with the UNITA are held at any one time; independent sources,

however, have estimated that more than 1,000 are held. During 1983

alone official sources in Angola are known to have announced the

arrest or capture of several hundred people accused of helping the

UNITA. None, as far as is known, had been tried by the end of the

year, although from time to time groups of prisoners have been

displayed at public rallies and their alleged offences announced

in public.

Members of the two other armed opposition groups, the FNLA

and the FLEC were reported to be being held without charge or

trial at the beginning of 1983. The suspected members of the

FNLA included some who were apparently captured while fighting

with FNLA guerrillas and others who were arrested after returning

to Angola from other countries as a result of a partial amnesty

for members of opposition groups which President Neto announced in

September 1978. Kiasonga Manuel Peterson, head of the FNLA's

security unit until 1972, returned to Angola from Zaire in February

1979 and was arrested in Luanda several weeks after his arrival.

Although no charges were brought against him, it had been widely

reported that, while head of the FNLA's security unit in Zaire,

he had been responsible for the death of MPLA members who had been

captured by the FNLA. He is said to have been detained in Bentiaba

camp since late 1979.

Other prisoners as well as suspected supporters of armed

opposition movements have been detained for long periods on vague

charges related to spying. The accusations made in a considerable

number of detention camps since 1976 have included "spying for the
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CIA" (the United States' intelligence service) or for a "western"

government. Those accused of spying have included both Angolans

and foreigners who have entered the country without official

permission.

Among the foreigners detained without charge or trial for

long periods have been several who sought political asylum in

Angola and others who came to the country to join non-Angolan

political movements, such as the FLNC, the SWAPO and the African

National Congress (ANC) of South Africa. Members of all three

organizations have been arrested, apparently after disagreements

over internal policy, and have either been detained by the movement's

own security service or handed over to the Angolan security forces,

who have held them for long periods without any legal proceedings.

Several South Africans captured by the SWAPO in Namibia,

including both a soldier and a civilian, are known to have been

imprisoned in Luanda's Sao Paulo prison and to have been recognized

as prisoners of war. The last was released in mid-1982. However,

a former Zairian soldier, Lizamoa Mongambenge (known as "Vida Nova"),

who was captured while fighting with a Zairian army unit which was

supporting the FNLA near Luanda in September 1975, two months before

independence, has not been recognized as a prisoner of war. At the

end of 1983 he was still being held at Sao Paulo prison after eight

years' detention without charge or trial.

VI POLITICAL TRIALS

1. Judiciary

Since 1980 there have been several trials of alleged members of

armed opposition groups in the People's Revolutionary Tribunal.

Before 1980 political prisoners were seldom brought to trial.

The People's Revolutionary Tribunal, established in May 1976, was

initially given jurisdiction over all political cases from the

moment charges were brought. However, when Regional Military

Councils were created at the end of July 1983 military courts

were given jurisdiction over political cases in those parts of the

country where armed opposition movements were active. The first trial

of civilians by a Regional Military Tribunal, reported in December 1983

in Benguela, concerned "economic" offences. However, in February 1984

alleged members of the UNITA were tried by a Regional Military Tribunal

for the first time and one was sentenced to death.

Ordinary military tribunals (courts martial) have several

times tried political prisoners. Scant information is available

about the procedures followed by these courts. In June 1982 a

military court in Cabinda tried two men accused of committing

violent offences in support of the FLEC. One was sentenced to

death; the other to 23 years' imprisonment. In November 1982

the same court tried and sentenced to death another member of

the FLEC.
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2. Trial Procedures

The first trial in the People's Revolutionary Tribunal was in
June 1976 when 13 foreign mercenaries (10 from the United Kingdom
and three from the United States) who had been captured while
fighting for the FNLA were put on trial. The trial was conducted
in the presence of a team of specially invited international
observers. The 13 defendants were accused of various offences,
including, in two cases, the murder of other mercenaries. They
were charged also with the newly-created crime of "mercenarism".
One prominent jurist observing the trial later argued that no
such crime in fact existed in Angolan law at the time the
mercenaries were captured.

All 13 were convicted and four condemned to death. They had
no chance to appeal against sentence and were executed by firing-
squad several weeks later on 10 July 1976 after President Neto
had rejected international appeals for clemency and refused to
commute the death sentences. Prison sentences ranging from 16
to 30 years were imposed on the nine other defendants, who remained
at Sao Paulo prison in Luanda to serve their sentences. In
November 1982 two of them, both Americans, were released as part
of a general exchange of prisoners with both the UNITA and the
South African authorities, and in February 1984 the remaining seven,
all from the United Kingdom, were released and immediately left the
country.

Between 1976 and early 1980 the People's Revolutionary
Tribunal examined other cases, but only a few prisoners accused
of political offences are known to have been brought to trial.
Those convicted by the tribunal during this period included a
soldier accused of spying on behalf of the FNLA, who was condemned
to death in January 1977, and a former employee of the Portuguese
security forces, who was accused of committing multiple murders
in 1961; he was sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment in 1980 and
died in prison in 1982.

In July 1980 a series of trials began in the People's
Revolutionary Tribunal of individuals accused of involvement in
bombings in support of the UNITA or the FLEC, which resulted in
civilian casualties and destroyed important installations. By
April 1983 some 10 such trials were known to have taken place.
During the second half of 1980 alone four major trials took place
in the tribunal in Luanda, Huambo, Kuito and Lobito, involving
64 defendants. The tribunal convicted 49 of the defendants on
charges which included murder, causing explosions and belonging
to UNITA bombing networks, and sentenced 32 to death and 17 others
to imprisonment. The death sentence passed on one man in Lobito
in December 1980 was commuted in January 1981 to life imprisonment.
The 31 others are believed to have been executed.

At the first of these trials the 28 defendants were all
accused of belonging to a UNITA bombing network which had been
operating in Luanda since 1977 and whose members were alleged to
have bombed a number of targets, including a crowded market, public
transport, the German Democratic Republic Embassy, the offices of
AerofZot(the Soviet airline) and oil installations. Three lawyers
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were appointed by the court to act as defence c
ouncil for the

accused. They were reported in the national pr
ess to have

stated publicly that most of the charges again
st their clients

were well-founded. They stated also that thei
r clients were on

trial because of crimes they had committed, not
 simply because

they belonged to the UNITA.

The public prosecutor requested the death sent
ence for 21

of the defendants. In the end 17 were sentenc
ed to death, four

to 24 years' imprisonment, one to 16 years' and
 one to 12 years'.

Four others were acquitted and the court did no
t pronounce

sentence on the one remaining case. The Appea
ls Tribunal

confirmed the 16 death sentences the day they w
ere pronounced,

and the 16 defendants were reported to have bee
n executed in

August 1980.

No international observers have attended eithe
r the July 1980

trial or any of the subsequent trials of peopl
e accused of committing

politically-motivated violent offences. Although the authorities

have claimed that the trials were completely fa
ir and that none

of the basic rights of the accused were disreg
arded, opposition

sources have suggested that defence lawyers did
 not seriously try

to defend their clients and that the trials wer
e mere formalities

before the defendants were convicted and sente
nced.

On the basis of information which it has colle
cted about trials

in the People's Revolutionary Tribunal from bot
h press reports and

unofficial sources Amnesty International has co
ncluded that trials

since 1980 have failed to meet internationall
y accepted standards

in a number of important respects; these conc
ern in particular

the nature of the evidence presented by the pro
secution and the

limited opportunity defendants had to defend th
emselves.

The Nature of Prosecution Evidence

A number of defendants are reported to have bee
n tortured while

in custody and statements which they made unde
r duress appear to

have been used in court as evidence against th
em. A UNITA

guerrilla leader, Wandalika, who was captured i
n Huambo province

in 1979, is said to have been tortured while in
 custody in Huambo

and was subsequently seen by other prisoners to
 be bearing marks

of torture. He was subsequently convicted by t
he People's

Revolutionary Tribunal in Huambo in August 198
0 on charges of

involvement in an urban bombing network and inf
ormation obtained

under torture was apparently used against him.
 He was sentenced

to death and executed.

In April 1983 the People's Revolutionary Tribu
nal sitting in

Sumbe, the capital of Kwanza-Sul province, con
victed several

prisoners who were alleged to have been tortur
ed while in custody.

Two of them were teachers from Wako Kungo - Tom
is Pinto Vidro,

sentenced to death, and Constantino Chitwe, sen
tenced to 16 years'

imprisonment - who had been arrested in Decemb
er 1981 after UNITA

guerrillas had been active in the area where th
ey lived. They are
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reported to have been tortured while in custody in Sumbe and were
held incommunicado for some six months. Statements made under
duress were apparently used to ensure their conviction on charges
of complicity with the UNITA.

In some cases defendants have been convicted and sentenced
to death on evidence which appears to have been tenuous. For
instance, Emidio Loyde, one of those sentenced to death in July
1980, maintained that he had not belonged to the bombing network
but had simply visited another of the accused, a nurse named
AntOnio Kapokela, in order to get medicine for one of his sick
children. The prosecution considered that his contacts with this
nurse, who was alleged to be the leader of the UNITA bombing net-
work, was evidence of his connection with the network. He was
eventually convicted and executed, although more definite
evidence of his participation in bombings was not presented in
court.

Inade uate Opportunities for Defence

Defendants appearing before the People's Revolutionary Tribunal
are guaranteed the assistance of defence counsel. However, in most
cases reported to Amnesty International, defendants accused of
politically-motivated violent crimes have not appointed their own
defence lawyers, but have received the assistance of "Official
Defenders" - state appointed defence counsel. In many cases such
defence counsel do not appear to have consulted their clients in
advance and have met them for the first time at the trial itself.
They also seem to have failed to argue their clients' cases in
court; instead, they have simply accepted the accuracy of the
prosecution's case and pleaded for clemency.

The defendants themselves are reportedly served with an
official indictment (2cusacao) before the trial; but they are not
informed in detail of the prosecution's case against them. After
receiving the indictment they must write their own defence statement,
usually without the help of defence counsel. This is submitted
to the court as evidence in their defence. Apart from answering
questions put to them during the trial by the judges, defendants
apparently have no further opportunity to present their defence.
Clearly, in the absence of a detailed knowledge of either the
prosecution's case or of trial procedures most defendants cannot
use their defence statement to present an adequate defence.

Most evidence presented at trials has been in the form of
written statements and defendants have seldom, if ever, had the
chance to cross-examine witnesses. No defendants are known to have
been given the opportunity to call witnesses in their defence.

On several occasions defendants are reported to have protested
in court about ill-treatment, but no serious attention appears to
have been paid to such allegations, nor has there been any official
inquiry known to have been ordered into allegations of torture or
ill-treatment during pre-trial custody.
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Between July 1980 and April 1983 Amnesty International learned that

65 death sentences were imposed by the People's Revolutionary Tribunal

on alleged members of the UNITA and the VLEC. At least two of these

death sentences were commuted by the Appeals Tribunal - although after

a trial in March 1981 this tribunal changed a prison sentence imposed

by the People's Revolutionary Tribunal into a death sentenc e.

During the same period more than 85 people received prison

sentences after being convicted on charges of politically motivated

offences. By the end of 1983 some had already been released, but

others were still serving their sentences.

The People's Revolutionary Tribunal has also tried cases involving

political offences unrelated to the activities of armed opposition

organizations and cases involving serious "economic" offences. In

August 1982 a Portuguese teacher was sentenced to four years' imprisonment

after being convicted of having insulted the dead President Neto and

having forged his educational qualifications in order to obtain a

higher salary. Others tried during the same period included two men

accused of smuggling diamonds and a man accused of pretending to be a

doctor. In April 1982 the tribunal tried 12 people accused of committing

murder and armed robbery in Luanda. Their victims were said to have been

chiefly white people and MPLA-PT officials. Six of the defendants were

sentenced to death.

After the creation of Regional Military Councils in July 1983, the

People's Revolutionary Tribunal continued to try cases involving
11economic" offences; for example, in February 1984 the former directors

of Angola's national shipping company went on trial on charges of
IIeconomic sabotage". They were said to have embezzled US $ 20,000,000,

which had been lost as a result of mismanagement and poor organization.

However, no political cases are known to have been tried by this tribunal

since April 1983.

For the first six months after Regional Military Tribunals were

given jurisdiction over political cases in most of the country, no

political cases are known to have been brought to trial. However, in

February 1984 the Fourth Military Region's tribunal in Huambo tried

the cases of eight civilians accused of having commited offences in

support of the UNITA. One of them, Isaias Jeremias Nangolo, who worked

at Huambo's telephone exchange, was arrested in September 1983 and

publicly accused of passing information to IMITA guerrillas. He was

convicted on charges of treason and espionage and was sentenced to death

on 20 February 1984. He is reported to have been executed soon after

the trial ended, without having an opportunity to appeal against his

sentence or conviction to a higher court.

Three of the others tried with Isaias Nangolo were convicted and

sentenced to terms of imprisonment and four others were acquitted.

Although Amnesty International received few details about the trial

proceedings, the organization was concerned that the defendants did

not seem to have been given adequate opportunities to present their

defence and that the defendant sentenced to death had no opportunity

to lodge an appeal or, apparently, a request for clemency.
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VII PRISONS AND DETENTION CENTRES

Political prisoners are held at numerous detention centres, pris
ons

and rural detention camps. In some cases they are held with

ordinary criminals; however, detainees accused of political

offences are often kept in special detention centres together

with others accused of economic offences such as smuggling.

Both in Luanda and in provincial capitals political detainees

are usually held at the local headquarters of the Ministry of

State Security while they are being questioned. These are

usually the same detention centres as those formerly used by

the DISA (the Ministry of State Security's predecessor) and befo
re

that by the Portuguese secret police. Sometimes detainees are

initially held by the ODP militia. The DISA established detenti
on

centrus thoughout the country, building new ones wherever the

number of political detainees in the post-independence era was

much greater than before independence - as in Kuito (Bid provin
ce).

In Luanda long-term political detainees who are held for

questioning or awaiting trial are usually kept in two main priso
ns:

São Paulo prison (formerly used by the Portuguese secret police
)

and a new prison which was opened in March 1981, near the New

Cemetery on the road to Catete, in Terra Nova district. Before

1981, political detainees were also held at the Casa de Reclusao

(a former military prison) and after the May 1977 coup attempt

some were held at Silo Miguel fort.

The number of inmates in each prison has varied considerably.

In 1976, some 300 political prisoners on average were in Sao Pau
lo

prison. After the May 1977 coup attempt hundreds more suspects

were taken there, as they were to other Luanda prisons, and kept

there while their cases were investigated. By the beginning of

1981, however, only 150 prisoners were reported to be there.

Unlike Silo Paulo prison, the prison on the Catete road is new

and purpose-built. It is three storeys high and also has a

basement. Detainees are said to be kept in solitary confinemen
t

most of the time and are not allowed to communicate with other

prisoners. Prisoners are reported to be interrogated in the

basement, where some are alleged to have been tortured. Since

1981 detainees have usually been held at this prison for the

first few months of their detention and have later been transfe
rred

to saoPaulo prison or elsewhere once it has been established that
there is a case against them. Some, however, are reported to have

been held there incommunicado for longer.

Prisoners who have either been tried and convicted or whose

further detention has been authorized following investigation ar
e

usually sent to detention centres or camps at some distance from

Luanda and the provincial capitals. These are generally called

Campos de Recuperacao e Producao,Recuperation and P
roduction

camps.
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The largest of these camps is reported to be Bentiaba camp,
formerly known as sao Nicolau camp. It was once used as an
internment camp by the Portuguese. It is about 100 kilometres
north of Namibe town (formerly MocAmedes) and holds both convicted
and untried political prisoners.

Until mid-1983 another large detention camp was at Tari, a
former plantation near Kibala in Kwanza-Sul province. Between 1976
and 1983 this camp was thought to contain 300 to 400 inmates on
average. However, at the end of January 1983 UNITA guerrillas
occupied the camp and released about 100 prisoners, who were
later taken by UNITA forces to southeastern Angola. Some months
later the camp was closed after its remaining inmates had either
been released or moved to a camp near Negage, Uige province.
It is not known whether several smaller detention camps near
Kibala, at Fungo Nhia and Muquitixe, have remained open or if
they too have been closed.

Detention camp inmates usually have to work in the fields or
do other sorts of work. They also have to attend political
Itre-education" classes. They may sometimes see visitors but are
usually forbidden to send or receive letters.

VIII ALLEGATIONS OF TORTURE AND HARSH CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT

Amnesty International has received repeated allegations that political
detainees have been tortured in Angola. The most serious reports
relate to the years 1977 to 1979 (in 1979 the activities of the
DISA were suspended). Amnesty International has, however, since
1980 continued to receive reports of torture, severe beating and
other forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. Torture
is not explicitly forbidden by the constitution but is considered
an offence under the terms of the criminal code concerned with
causing bodily harm. However, no prosecutions of members of the
security forces for inflicting torture have been reported. Although
DISA officials said to have tortured and killed prisoners were
detained in July 1979 none was prosecuted.

Before the coup attempt only a few political prisoners (accused
of belonging to the Active Revolt) are reported to have been tortured,
but following the coup attempt torture seems to have increased greatly.
A wide range of torture methods are reported to have been used,
including the following:

I. severe beatings with fists, belts, wooden
flat blades of catanas(cutlasses);

whipping inflicted with special whips and

prolonged deprivation of food and water;

burning with cigarettes;

sticks and the

electrical flex;
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mock executions and "Russian roulette" which consists of
holding to a prisoner's head a revolver containing a bullet
in only one (unknown) chamber and pulling the trigger;

"ehinkwalia"- which involves tightly tying the victims'
wrists and ankles together behind their backs and sometimes
suspending them in the air before letting them drop to the ground;

7 "nguelelo"- which also involves tying the victims' arms and
legs together behind their backs, usually with wet rope that
later contracts; these cords are sometimes tied to the victims'
testicles, then attached to two curved sticks around the victims'
heads, the two sticks perhaps being tightened by a tourniquet
which puts tremendous pressure on the victims' temples.

Other detainees have apparently been kept tied up tightly for long
periods, which has sometimes caused partial paralysis. Prisoners who
have been severely beaten have sometimes reportedly lost teeth or had
their jaws dislocated.

Some detainees are alleged to have been kept in small cramped
spaces where they could hardly move. At the Casa de Reclusaoin
Luanda, one prisoner was allegedly held for a week in a stone dog kennel
above the Capela(chapel) section. He could neither stand, sit properly
nor lie down. By the end of the week he was seriously ill. In Sao Paulo
prison detainees are said to have been held in two small, unlit cells in
the "Comboio"("train") section of the prison. At detention camps out-
side Luanda, detainees have apparently been put into specially dug pits
as a punishment. The pits were in the open-air, so the victims were
exposed to the sun by day and the cold by night.

In recent years Amnesty International has continued to receive
allegations of torture. In 1980, for example, suspected members of
the UNITA are said to have been severely tortured in Huambo. During
1981 and 1982, suspected members of the UNITA held in both Huambo and
elsewhere were reportedly tortured while kept incommunicado. During
1981 and 1982 there were further reports of prisoners being whipped and
given electric shocks. There were no reports of the latter being
inflicted in 1977 and 1978, but since the beginning of 1981 political
detainees in the new prison in Luanda are said to have received this
type of treatment. A police officer detained there in late 1981
apparently had electric shocks administered to his head and genitals.

Medical attention is in general inadequate in prisons and detention
camps, particularly for torture victims - although detainees with medical
experience have sometimes helped fellow-prisoners. In Luanda, where there
are now some medical services in all prisons, inmates are evidently trans-
ferred to the military hospital if they need serious medical attention;
although elsewhere it is much more difficult for detainees to get medical
attention.

Prison conditions are allegedly very harsh at a number of detention
centres and camps. Although this and the paucity of food are partly due
to the general poverty in Angola and the situation is worse at times when
famine or food shortage is affecting the whole country, nevertheless in
some instances political prisoners appear to have been treated with
deliberate harshness, especially by prison guards who accuse them of
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being "counter-revolutionaries". Political detainees tend to be held
incommunicado for long periods after arrest, particularly if they have
been ill-treated or tortured. Although Sao Paulo prison inmates are
said to have been gradually allowed longer visits over the years since
1976, detainees held elsewhere during 1980 and 1981 have stated that they
were not permitted any contact with their relatives while in custody.

IX THE JUDICIAL DEATH PENALTY

Before independence the death penalty had been abolished by law in
Portugal and all its overseas territories, including Angola. However,
while the MPLA was fighting the Portuguese during the 1960s, its
Military Commission adopted an internal regulation in July 1966
authorizing the use of the death penalty in certain circumstances. At
independence in 1975, this regulation was given the force of law and
applied throughout those areas under MPLA control.

After independence the MPLA government evidently considered that
the death penalty could be imposed by the courts on military personnel,
including members of the government's armed forces and armed supporters
of the UNITA, FNLA or FLEC, who were convicted of certain serious
offences, such as murder, espionage and other offences against the
security of the state. Not until early 1978 was a new law adopted
(Law No. 3/78) which introduced the death penalty for the first time as
a punishment for civilians. Since May 1978 the death penalty has been
made mandatory for some offences against the security of the state and
can also be imposed for a variety of other offences.

Between May 1976 and May 1977 the People's Revolutionary Tribunal
is known to have passed eight death sentences, including those on
four foreign mercenaries convicted in June 1976.

Following the unsuccessful coup attempt, the Special Military Tribunal
is believed to have sentenced its suspected leaders to death. They
included both military personnel and civilians, although at the time the
death penalty could not legally be imposed upon civilians. In these
circumstances, it seems to have been imposed with government authority
but with no legal basis and some of the executions which occurred appear
to have been extrajudicial. In addition, numerous people suspected of
involvement in the coup attempt are reported to have been executed
extrajudicially by the security forces. Details about this are given
in the next section (X).

The death penalty is not known to have been imposed by a court again
until July 1980, when the first of a series of trials of suspected members
of UNITA and FLEC bombing networks ended with 16 death sentences. Between
July 1980 and April 1983 the People's Revolutionary Tribunal sentenced
70 people to death, all but six of whom were convicted of politically-
motivated offences. In June and November 1982 a military court in
Cabinda province sentenced suspected FLEC members to death and, most
recently, in February 1984 a military court in Huambo imposed a death
sentence on an alleged UNITA spy.

Since July 1980 two death sentences are known to have been commuted
and a total of about 70 executions, all by firing-squad, are believed
to have been carried out.
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X POLITICAL KILLINGS AND "DISAPPEARANCES"

Although the judicial death penalty was abolished in Angola before

independence and is believed to have been imposed on fewer than

100 people since then, there have also been numerous political
killings and extrajudicial executions in the country both before
and since independence.

After the outbreak of armed opposition to Portuguese colonial
rule in 1961, thousands of people were apparently killed by the

Portuguese authorities in the ensuing repression.

Both before and after independence armed political movements

are reported to have executed their political opponents, usually
without any semblance of a trial. Members of the MPLA who had
been taken prisoner by the FNLA were killed at the FNLA camp
at Kinkuzu in Zaire before April 1974 and in Luanda on a number
of occasions during the first half of 1975. Hundreds of members

of the MPLA are alleged to have been killed while in the custody
of the UNITA in Bie and Huambo provinces during 1975 and early

1976 before the UNITA forces withdrew from the area.

The MPLA too is reported to have executed some prisoners
during the pre-independence era, and MPLA forces have been accused

of carrying out extrajudicial executions on a number of occasions

since November 1975. After they occupied Bie and Huambo provinces

in early 1976, for example, MPLA troops are reported to have
carried out extrajudicial executions of both captured UNITA
guerrillas and civilians suspected of helping the UNITA at
Chissamba, in Bie province, in June 1976 and at Cassemba, in

Huambo province, the following month. It is not known how many
such killings there have been. Similar extrajudicial executions

were reported in Cabinda too.

Since 1976 allegations of killings and other atrocities have

been made by all sides involved in the armed conflict. The

allegations have mostly concerned the killing of civilian non-
combatants in the High Plateau, the area where the internal armed

conflict has been most intense. Very little independent
information has come from this area, although Amnesty International

has managed to verify certain isolated incidents in which villagers

are reported to have been executed extrajudicially by government
troops and mutilated by UNITA guerrillas. This document does not

deal with such allegations unless Amnesty International has been

able to verify from independent sources that they actually occurred.

1. Extrajudicial Executions by Government Forces

Since 1976 a considerable number of political prisoners have
reportedly been killed while in detention centres or camps.

Between 1976 and 1978 a number of detainees accused of connections

with the UNITA were apparently killed while in custody without
receiving any form of trial. They included UNITA soldiers



captured in southern Angola at the beginning of 1976 and also
suspected UNITA supporters arrested in Huambo and elsewhere
during 1977 and 1978. In late 1977 Tom Madimba, a South
African member of the ANC, is also reported to have been shot
dead by a DISA officer at the Casa de Reclus5oin Luanda.

The majority of extrajudicial execution victims, it is
claimed, were prisoners accused of complicity in the abortive
coup attempt in May 1977. Their executions took place between
then and March 1978. Apparently most of them had no form of
trial but were executed on the orders of security police
officials. Amnesty International's information suggests that
among those executed were soldiers involved in the actual coup
attempt (particularly members of the Ninth Brigade and the
women's detachment), senior army political commissars, government
officials, members of the MPLA youth section and other MPLA
local political organizers.

The executions are said to have begun immediately after the
coup attempt and to have continued for several months. According
to unofficial sources, by the time President Neto announced in
August 1977 that the leaders of the coup attempt had been shot,
executions had been carried out in Luanda, Benguela, Luena and
Malange. Fewer executions evidently occurred in late 1977 and
the last executions of prisoners suspected of complicity in the
coup attempt are reported to have taken place in Luanda in March
1978. The victims then reportedly included Eduardo Evaristo
(Bakalov), a senior political commissar in the armed forces and
member of the MPLA Central Committee who was not arrested until
November 1977; Pedro Santos, a political commissar with the
armed forces on the southern front, who was apparently already
in custody at the time of the coup attempt; Fernando Luis Silva,
a judge on the Luanda military tribunal; and Edgar Ademar Valles,
an electrical engineer in the Ministry of Industry and brother of
Sita Valles, one of the suspected leaders of the coup attempt.

Amnesty International has been unable to estimate precisely
how many extrajudicial executions took place between May 1977 and
March 1978. The Angolan authorities have not published any
information about the executions and seem to have considered this
episode "closed" after the dissolution of the DISA in July 1979
and the death of President Neto himself in September 1979. Some
opposition sources have claimed that there were thousands of victims
but these estimates cannot be confirmed by Amnesty International.
The names of some 90 people said to have been killed have been
given to the organization, but the total number is believed to be
considerably higher.

As the authorities have not published information about
extrajudicial executions or given particulars about those killed
to their relatives, many families have continued to press the
authorities for information about detainees they consider have
"disappeared" since their arrest in 1977 or 1978. They include
detainees arrested for a variety of reasons, including both
involvement with the UNITA and complicity in the coup attempt.
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While it has in some cases been possible for Amnesty International
Lo confirm that particular prisoners were killed or that
relatives have received confirmation of the execution of a missing
prisoner, in many other cases the only evidence of execution is
that the prisoners concerned have never been released and are not,
as far as is known, currently in prison anywhere in Angola. This
applies to Fernando Caica, an administrator in Huambo's Institute
of Public Health, who was arrested at his home in Huambo on
16 May 1977, apparently because he was suspected of helping the.
UNITA. He and another man arrested with him, Joao Francisco Luis,
were taken to the DISA headquarters in Huambo, but their relatives
have never been able to establish what subsequently happened to
either of them.

Similar questions surround the fate of Francisco LibOrio, a
member of the MPLA who was imprisoned during the colonial period
on account of his political activities. After independence he was
a member of the "Henda Committees", a political group within the
MPLA which was banned in October 1976. In June 1977 he was taken
into custody by the ODP militia in Ondjiva, Cunene province, and,
although later released, he was rearrested in August 1977. The
precise reason for his re-arrest is not known, although as a
former member of the Henda Committees he was known not to support
the Nitistafaction, which had been involved in trying to suppress
the Henda Committees. Since August 1977 no further news has been
available about him and his family reportedly could ngt find out
what had become of him.

During 1983 Amnesty International appealed to the authorities
to supply information about the situation of 24 prisoners arrested
for political reasons in 1977 and 1978 who have never been released.
Although no direct reply was sent to the organization, in September
1983 Angola's official news agency, ANGOP, published an article
claiming that extrajudicial executions and "disappearances" did
not occur in Angola and that no-one had ever been shot "in the
dead of night".

Following the secret executions which occurred during 1977
and 1978, in December 1978 Amnesty International was concerned
about the execution of alleged members of the UNITA and the FLEC
after they were paraded before mass rallies in Lobito and Cabinda.
More than 20 people were apparently executed without receiving
a proper trial.

Since the dissolution of the DISA in mid-1979 Amnesty
International has not received reports of the extrajudicial
execution of prisoners held in detention centres or camps.
However, extrajudicial executions are reported to have been
carried out by government forces in areas where UNITA guerrillas
operate. For example, Amnesty International received reports
from independent sources that on 25 February 1980 27 men and boys
from Chitiquengue village, near Chipapa, north of Huambo, were
shot after being rounded up by government soldiers. More recently,
soldiers arriving in a village in the same area were reported in
1982 to have shot and killed villagers who were apparently
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frightened and had begun to run away. Finally, UNITA guerrillas

are reported on a number of occasions to have been summarily

executed immediately after their capture by government soldiers.

The absence of independent information about events in the areas

affected by armed conflict has, however, made it difficult to

assess the frequency or scale of such killings.

2. Killings of Prisoners by Armed Opposition Movements

Since the UNITA reverted to guerrilla warfare in 1976 little

accurate information has been available about its treatment of

prisoners. However, UNITA representatives have on several

occasions reported that prisoners had been executed and the UNITA

has been accused by the government of responsibility for a series

of killings of non-combatants.

In August 1980 the UNITA announced that it had executed 15

government soldiers captured during the course of fighting. They

claimed the executions were in retaliation for the executions in

Luanda of 16 UNITA members earlier in the month and the sentencing

of nine others to death. The UNITA claimed that the 15 soldiers

had been condemned to death by an "Angolan People's Resistance

Tribunal".

In 1982 and 1983 UNITA guerrillas were responsible for the

abduction of numerous unarmed civilians who were playing no direct

part in the armed conflict, including International Committee of

the Red Cross (ICRC) staff. Some foreign nationals who were

abducted were later released into the custody of the ICRC or the

Portuguese or South African Red Cross; but the fate of Angolans

kidnapped by UNITA forces is not known.

In mid-1982 UNITA forces were accused by the government of

killing unarmed prisoners in two separate incidents: one at Bunjei,

in northeast Huila province on 14 August 1982; the other at

Chinhama, in southeast Huambo province on 8 September 1982. In

both cases UNITA guerrillas are alleged to have occupied the village
s

and to have killed and mutilated prisoners. At Bunjei some 150

people are reported to have been killed, and at Chinhama 349

people are said to have died. When these incidents were publicized

by the Angolan authorities in October 1982, UNITA representatives

denied that UNITA forces had been involved. Amnesty International

was able to confirm that killings had taken place, but unable to

learn from independent sources how many people had been killed or

who exactly had been responsible for the killings.

Independent sources have, however, confirmed that UNITA guerrillas

have killed unarmed prisoners, particularly villagers suspected of

collaborating with government forces. They are reported also to

have been responsible for mutilating prisoners, notably by cutting

off their ears or hands. In one case UNITA guerrillas are alleged

to have carved the initials "UNITA" with a knife into their

victim's chest.
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As a matter of principle, Amnesty International condemns the

torture, mutilation or execution of prisoners by anyone, including

opposition groups; it has therefore expressed its disquiet to

representatives of the UNITA about reported executions of prisoners.

********
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GLOSSARY

Terms and abbreviations used in the text

Casa de Reclusao detention centre (referring to
a particular prison in Luanda)

COMIRA Comité militaire de Angolan Military Resistance

resistance angolaise Committee

Comissao de revisao detention review commission

DISA Direccao de Informacao e Angolan Directorate for

Seguranca de Angola Information and Security

FLEC Frente de Libertacao do Cabinda Enclave Liberation Front

Enclave de Cabinda

FNLA Frente Nacional de Libertacao National Front for the Liberation

de Angola of Angola

FLNC Front de liberation national Congo National Liberation Front

du Congo

MPLA-PT Movimento Popular de LibertacaoPopular Movement for the Liberation

de Angola - Partido de Trabalhoof Angola - Workers' Party

Nitistas Supporters of Nito Alves - general

term used for those accused of
participating in or supporting the

attempt to overthrow the government

in May 1977

OCA Organizacao Comunista de AngolaAngola Communist Organization

ODP Organizaeao de Defesa Popular Popular Defence Organization
(militia)

regressados returned people: Angolans who
had taken refuge abroad but have
returned to Angola since 1975

RevoZta Activa Active Revolt - a faction in the
MPLA hostile to President Neto's
leadership

SWAPO South West Africa People's
Organization

TGFA Tropas Guarda Fronteira de Angolan Frontier Guard Troops

Angola

Tokoistas Followers of the prophet
Simao Toko

UNITA Uniao Nacional para a National Union for the Total

IndependSncia Total de Angola Independence of Angola

********


