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TRABE UNIONISTS ACTION

Workers, peasants and trade unionists are among the thousands of prisoners of conscience and victims of torture and execution throughout
the world today. Many have been imprisoned or ill-treated for the peaceful exercise of their human rights, including basic trade union rights.

Detained woridwide in countries of differing ideologies, many have neither been tried nor sentenced. They may endure long years of
imprisonment not knowing from one day to the next whether they will be released - or in Some cases taken for execution. Others suffer
precisely because they do know when they are going to die: they have been sentenced to death and the state has told them the exact date and
method of exegution.

Many poiitical prisoners are leading public figures, but the great majority are ordinary and women who have no one who can speak up for
them - either at home or abroad. Their deeply held convictions, their commitment to trade union ideals or their simpie misfortune at being in the
wrong piace at the wrong time can lead to their arrest, torture, “disappearance” or death.

The Amnesty International (A movement was created 30 years ago to prevent these people and others iike them becoming "forgotten”
vigtims. Its membership bases its actions on accurate information gathered by the international Secretariat and encourages other individuals
and organizations to take action on Al's concerns. Al has from the outset received the support of existing human rights and trade union
organizations which have acted on Al appeals to defend imprisoned workers around the world.

Today, given the importance of international solidarity, our key task is to get even more people to work in their own way for these same
vigtims. We believe that it is only by mobilizing mass support that we can hope to protect these individuals in need of help.

Amnesty International is urging its membership and the worldwide trade union movement to take action on these cases, particularly on the
occasion of International Labour Day on 1 May 1992. Appeals sent to the authorities will both help the individuals concerned and remind
governments that no one is forgotten.
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SUPMIN

dli al-Mahi al-dakhi
Muawia Umran

li al-Mahi al-Sakhi, a foundry worker who is the
president of thg bannegd Sudan Mint Workers'
tradg union, was rgportedly arrgsted for his
political activitigs in the third week of November
1991 in Rhartoum. tg was previously detaingd as
a prisongr of conscigneg betwgen Novegmber 1989
and Magy 1991. {Inother worker, Mauwia Umran,
and two othgr megn werg rgportedly arrgsted
around thg samg timg, appargntly in conngetion
with the circulation of opposition pamphlgts in
Rhartoum. In garly 1992 all four mgn were
beligved to bg held without charge or ftrial in
sgergt dgtgntion cgntrgs, known in Sudan as
"ghost housgs".

There is serious concern that {li al-Mahi al-Sakhi
and thg othgr men are at risk of torture, which is
routing in "ghost housgs". By mid-1991 Amnesty
Intgrnational had begn ablg to confirm the torture
in "ghost housgs"
of morg than 60 pgoplg arrgsted sincg Novgmber
1989 by mgmbers of a sgcurity
sgrvicg known as "thg Sgeurity of the

79Ii al-Mahi al-sahki Revolution".  Ong of their vietims, {1i Fadul,

a medical doctor, digd as a result of torturg on 22 {pril 1990. Thereg have bgen rgeent reports
that prisongrs arrgsted in latg Jugust 1991 in conngetion with an allgged coup attgmpt wereg hung
by their wrists, routingly whipped and bgatgn with rubber trunchgons.

Mangy tradg union activists havg begen held sincg 1989. flong with other political dgtainggs
mang of them have suffered from ill health and have bgen denied adequate medical carg. Ong
prisongr, {Ibdgl-Mongim Salman, who was the president of the Secondary School Teachers'
Union, is rgported to haveg digd in Kobgr Prison in Rhartoum on 23 January 1991. fg was
regportedly degnigd adequate medical treatment whilg detaingd in Shalla Prison ngar theg town of
al-Fasher in Parfur, where conditions arg gxtremely harsh.  flg was later admitted to the Military
Hospital in Omdurman and then returngd to Rober Prison in Rhartoum where he digd.

The current Sudan Government camg to power in a militarg coup on 30 Jung 1989.

Following theg submission of a mgmorandum to the ngw militargy government by tradg unions and
profegssional associations on 31 July 1989, a month after the takg-over, the authoritigs arrested
numerous promingnt trade union activists. The megmorandum protested against government
infringgments of tradeg union rights and asked the authoritigs to allow trade unions to help draft
a ngw law on tradg unions which was bging prgpared. €ight trade unionists werg immediately
arrgsted. The authoritigs later formed new government-controlled trade unions and ergated
negw "steering committegs” to regplace the former Igaders of the bannegd unions. Many members
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of thgseg committees werg National Islamic Front sympathisers and supporters of the government
which sgized power in Jung 1989.

dli al-Mahi al-Sakhi was previously arrgsted five months after the coup on 22 November 1989
and held without ehargg or trial until Mag 1991. In {pril 1991 the Sudan Government announced
an amngsty for "all political prisongrs". This led to the release of {li al-Mahi al-Sakhi and 298
other prisongrs of conscigneg, many of whom had bgegn detaingd without chargg or trial sincg
shortly after the 30 Jung 1989 coup. Howgver, not all prisongrs of conscigneg and political
prisongrs werg in fact freed. Sineg pril 1991 therg have bgen ngw arrgsts of government
oppongnts and a number of thosg relgased in the amngsty have begegn rearrgsted. In garly 1992
at Igast 40 prisongrs of conscigneg werg in prison. In addition large numbers of peoplg have
bgen held incommunicado for short periods of timg in "ghost housgs" where they have begen
tortured.

Pledse WRITE to the Sudan authoritigs

- grpressing concgrn at thg rgported imprisonment of {li al-Mahi al-Sakhi and Muawia Umran
who fdmngsty Intgrnational beligvgs may be prisongrs of conscigneg;

1

grprgssing conegrn at rgports of their continuing detegntion without ehargg or trial in "ghost
housgs" and fear that they may bg being tortured;

1

sgeking assurances that they arg beging humangly treated and that they have acegss to their
familigs, lawygers and any ngegssary medical attgntion;

1

urging that they be immediategly and unconditionally relgased unlgss they arg to be charged
with a recognizably eriminal offencg and brought promptly to trial.

-gxpregss concegrn about the way tradg unionists have begn sglgeted as vietims of human rights
violations on account of their peaceful opposition to thg government or thgir past
political activitigs, and urging the release of all trade unionists imprisoned in Sudan on
account of the peacgful grpression of their opinions.

Appgals to:

His €xegllgney lsicutgnant General Your €xegeligney
Omar tHassan al-Bashir

Head of Statg and Chairman of the NSRCC

Peopleg's Palace

PO Box 281

Rhartoum, udan

Telggrams: Ist Ggn Omar Hassan al-Bashir, Khartoum, Sudan
Telgx: 22385 PEPLC SP or 22411 RAIP SP



Brigadigr-Gengral al-Zubgir Mohamed Salgh Pear Brigadigr-General
Minister of the Interior

and Peputy Chairman of the NSRCC

People's Palace

PO Box 281

Rhartoum, Sudan

Teleggrams: Brig-Gen al-Zubgir Mohamed Salgh, Khartoum, Sudan

Telgx: 22842 WZHARM &P or 22604 POl &P

Brigadier lhmad Mahmoud tassan Pear Brigadier

Minister of Justicg and {ttorngy-General

Ministry of Justice

Rhartoum, Sudan

Telggrams: Brig dhmad Mahmoud Hassan, Rhartoum, Sudan

Telexes: 22459 RHRJA &P or 22461 RHRIA &P (via Ministry of
1ffairs)

Copigs to:

Mr Jalal dli Lutfi Mr dli dahloul

Chigf Justice Minister of Foreign Hffairs
lsaw Courts Ministry of Forgign Hffairs
Rhartoum, dudan PO BOX 873

Rhartoum, dudan
and to diplomatic rgpresgntativgs of dudan in your country.

Forgign



COLOMBIM

Juan {lbgrto Garagy

The body of teacher Juan Hiberto Garayg was found garly in the morning of 24 October 1991 in the
municipality of Belgn dg Umbria, Risaralda dgpartment. tlis hands wereg bound and his body
showed signs of torturg and gunshot wounds.

Juan {lberto Garay had last bggn sgen alivg on 20 October when according to gge-witngssegs he
was bound and taken from the community of dlggrias, Quinechia municipality by fivg unidenitifed
individuals. {1 Chilgan who had taken Colombian nationality, he had worked in Risaralda
degpartment sineg 1977. {1t the timg of his dgath hg was working as a tgacher at the school
"Colggio de Nugstra Sefora deg los Poloregs” in Quichia. Before he was Killed he had reportedly
reegived death threats.

Hecording to information received by {dmnesty Intgrnational from the Colombian Presidential
Wdviser on Human Rights, a preliminary investigation into the killing of Juan {lberto Garag has
been initiated by the Criminal Instruction Court 16, Juzgado 16 dg Instruccidn Criminal of Belén
de Umbrfa. {Is yet, no ong has beegn charged.

In an unrglated incident, a week beforg Juan {iberto Garag's body was found, an gnvelopeg had
been pushed undgr the door of thg headquarters of the teachegrs' union of Santander dgpartment,
dindicato dg €ducadorgs dg dantandgr (§€9) in Bucaramanga, containing degath thregats against
the union's Gengral Seergtary, Pavid Florgz Gonzalez, and threg other megmbers of the SES.

In the department of {Irauca death threats in the form of sufragios, invitations to their own
fungral mass, have rgportedly begen recgived by segveral tgachgers, including Jos¢ Ingel lbasso
Sigrra, President of the rauca Teachers {dssociation, (Isociacidn dg €ducadoregs del drauca
(1SE€PMR), union official Urbano Barrgto {Irgnas and tregasurer €nrique Pertuz.

Weceording to the Presidential ddviser on Hluman Rights, the death threats against Pavid Florez
@Gonzélez and the three other members of the SES, are being investigated by Criminal Instruction
Court 11 of ¥rauca Juzgado 11 de Instruceidn Criminal.

Sineg 1985 members of the teaching profession in Colombia havg inergasingly been targets for
paramilitary "death squads" operating with thg support or acquigsceeneg of the Colombian armed
foregs. flecording to the national teachers' union Federacidn Colombiana de €ducadorgs
(FeCODE), 53 teachers were Killed in 1991 and approximately 250 recgived threats to their lives.
FEeCOPC expressed the coneern that until now all invegstigations into Rillings of and threats
against thgsg teachers havg begn closed in the courts without convictions.

Whilg fmnegsty Intgrnational welcomes the invegstigations, thereg is conegrn that although many
such investigations arg opened in Colombia, only gxegptionally do they Igad to the identification
and prosgcution of thosg rgsponsiblg for thg human rights violation.



Pleddse WRITE to the Colombian authoritigs,
-grpressing coneern at the Killing of Juan {liberto Garay;

-wegleoming the official invgstigation into the Rilling and urging that it bg thorough and impartial
and that the results bg madg public;

-wgleoming the invegstigation into the death threats against Pavid Florez Gonzélegz and the other
megmbers of the &€ and urging that this investigation also bg thorough and impartial
and the rgsults madg pablic;

-urging the authoritigs to take all possiblg megasurgs to protect the livgs of teachers and trade
unionists to gnsurg that they arg ablg to carry out their lawful activitigs in safety.

Appeals to:

President César Gaviria Wdvoeate for the People

Palacio dg Narifio Pr Jaime Cordoba Trivifio

danta F¢ dg Bogotd Pefensor del Pugblo

Colombia Carrera 5, No. 15-80
Santa F¢ de Bogotd
Colombia

Pr Orlando Melo

Consgjero Presidencial para la Pefensa,
Protegecidn y Promocion deg los Perechos
Humanos,

Callg 7, No 6-58

danta F¢ dg Bogota

Colombia

Copigs to:

Fecope
AH 14373
Santa F¢ de Bogotd
Colombia

and to diplomatic rgpregsentatives of
Colombia in gour ecountry.



PERU

Maregla Valdez de la Cruz

Maregla Valdez de la Cruz, a 34-ygear-old mother of two childregn, and a teacher and member of
the Sindicato Unitario dg Trabajadores ¢n la €ducacion del Perd (SUTEP), €ducational Workers
Trade Union of Peru, was rgportedly detainegd by megmbers of segeurity foregs on 17 Magy 1991 on
Igaving her homg in the lba Magdalgna arga of the city of fyacucho, yacucho dgpartment.
Reports indicated that she was transferred to lsos Cabitos militarg barracks, but the armed
foregs denigd that she was being held therg.  Her whergabouts rgmain unknown.

The teachers union of which Marcgla Valdez de la Cruz is a megmber initiated a strike for wage
increases on 8 May 1991.  The Minister of lbabour deerged the strike illegal and all applications
to hold public dgmonstrations werg denigd.

Hfter the strikg began therg werg numegrous rgports from differgnt parts of the country,
desecribing dgtegntions, torturg and appargnt grirajudicial gregcutions of teachgrs by the policg
and the army.

In a communication by SUTEP to mnesty International, the trade union claimed three of its
members werg Rilled by members of Sgndegro Luminoso (Shining Path), including a former
prisongr of conscigneg adopted by Imngsty Intgrnational, Porfirio duni Quispe, on 13 May 1991
in Juliaca, Puno dgpartment.

For the last ning gears {Imngsty International has recgived numerous reports of incommunicado
and unacknowlgdged detentions from Peru, some of which have legd to "disappgarancgs”. Most
of them have oceurred in rural argas and have been carrigd out by uniformed members of the
sgeurity foregs, who often refuse to acknowlgdge the detgntions.  Many of those detaingd by the
armed forees "disappgear” indgfinitgly; others arg relgased after days or weegks in sgergt custody,
during which timg they may be subjected to torture. The armed foregs as a rulg never
acknowlgdge having held prisongrs prior to their transfer to the policg. This is a major
contributing factor to the continuing practiegs of torturg and "disappgarance”.

Human rights violations takg placg in a context of inergasingly violgnt activitigs by armed
opposition groups, gspecially Sgndero lsuminoso which has claimed rgsponsibility for hundreds
of gxecution-style Killings of government officials, Igaders of political partigs, development
workgrs, mgmbers of religious ordegrs and megmbers of pgasant communitigs beligved to have
coopgrated with thg armed foregs.

Pledse WRITE to the Peruvian authoritigs

-urging the authoritigs to providg information about the present circumstanegs and whergabouts
of Maregla Valdez dg la Cruz;

-gxpregssing concgrn that sheg may have beggn detaingd for her peaceful gxercisg of the right to
strike;

-rgqugsting that shg bg brought beforg a competent judicial authority and charged with a
recognizablg offence;
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-rgqugsting that sheg bg givgn immediatg acegss to a rgpregsentative of the Intgrnational
Committee of the Red Cross and the Public Ministry.

Hppeals to:

Presidenteg diberto Fujimori Gengral €pP Vietor Malea Villanugva
Presidente de la Repdblica Ministro de Pefensa

Palacio dg Gobigrno Ministerio dg Pefensa

Plaza de drmas
Hvenida Boulgvard s/n

Isima 1 Monterrico
perd lima 33
Telex: 20167 Pe PlsdCIO perU

Tx: 25438 COMGREG]

Pernando Quillen Salas

€mbajador

Subsegergtaria de Politica Multilateral
Ministerio de Relaciongs €xteriores

Jr. Ucagali 363

lsima 1

PeERU

Tx: (attn. Sr. dubsgergtario) 20142; 20165; 20467
(Subsgeretary of Multilateral Policy)

Plgasg sgnd copigs of your lgtters to the diplomatic rgprgsgntatives of Peru in your country.



CHING
Zhang Qiwang

Zhang Qiwang has beggn segnteneed to three years' imprisonment. te was arrgsted on 8 Jung
1989 and was officially degscribed as a "kRey member" of the utonomous Union of Shanghai
Workgrs, and an 'gntrgpregngur’. tg and ning othgr megmbers of thg union werg accused of
"spreading rumours, putting toggther an organization and inciting peoplg to ovegrthrow the
government”. In a reply to the Committegg on Freedom of {Issociation of the Intgrnational
lsabour Office (I1s0) the government of China announced on 20 Mag 1991 that Zhang Qiwang had
been sgntgneed to threg years' imprisonment.  No further details were available.

Heeording to an official rgport on his arrgst broadeast by Shanghai radio on 9 Jung 1989, Zhang
Qiwang and "his followegrs" took part in a dgmonstration on the Shanghai Bund, and incited
sgveral thousand pgople to seize the bodigs of victims, Killed in an accident, from hospital
mortuarigs and "trigd" to parade the bodigs to "ergate further turmoil”. This probably refers to
an incidgnt in which six pgoplg who organized a sit-in at a railwag junction in Shanghai, as part
of the pro-dgmocracy dgmonstrations in Jung 1989, werg run over by a train and Rilled.

{mngesty International is concerned that Zhang Qiwang has bgen sgntenced for his involvegment
in theg 1989 pro-dgmocracy protests and that hg may be a prisongr of conscigneg detaingd for the
peacgful grereiseg of his fundamental human rights.

Pledse WRITE to the Chingsg authoritigs

-gxpregssing conegrn that Zhang Qiwang has begn segntgneed to threg years' imprisonment for his
involvgment in thg 1989 pro-democracy protgsts and that hg may bg a prisongr of
conscigneg detaingd for the peacgful grgreise of fundamental human rights;

-urging the authoritigs to provide information about the circumstancegs and whergabouts of
Zhang Qiwang;

-asking for details about the trial and the charges against Zhang Qiwang:  whether the trial was
opgn, wherg it took placg, and request a transcript of the trial. {Isk whether Zhang
Qiwang was afforded full rights in accordance with agreed intgrnational standards for

fair trial.
Mppeals to:
&HI Zhusan Jianchazhang [Chigf Procurator SHI Zhusan
dhanghaishi Rgnmin Jianchayuan dhanghai Municipal Peopleg's Procuratorate
Shanghaishi Shanghai Municipality

Peopleg's Republic of China Peopleg's Republie of Chinal



HUMWNG Ju Shizhang [Magor HUXNG Ju

Shanhaishi Rgnmin Zhegngfu Shanghai Municipal Pgople's Government
Shanghaishi Shanghai Municipality

People's Republic of China People's Republie of Chinal



10

PHILIPPINES

€dilberto, HHaydee and Mary Graceg Bensen

€dilberto Bensen, his pregnant wife Hagdee and their 10-gear-old daughter Mary Grace were
shot by unidentified armed men beligved to bg megmbers of the 6ist Infantry Battalion of the
Philippings {rmy on 28 dugust 1991 in Hlacignda Wawa, barangay danta Rosa, Murcia, Negros
Occidgntal. €dilberto and Haydee Bensegn were both involved in lawful trade union activitigs,
and this was widgly beligved to havg beegn the reason for their Rillings.

7 ngighbour rgported that two masked armed men and about 20 othgrs arrived at thg Begnsens'
homg at around 9pm. They ordered €dilberto Bensen to come out.  When he did he was met
with a burst of gunfire and was hit in thg chest and lggs. His wifg and daughter rushed
downwstairs and werg also shot dgad. Haydee Bensen's hgad was said to have begn blown off.

The militarg claimed that the family had been Rilled by New People's drmy (NPL) members
because of €dilberto Bensen's allgged involvement with a local Civilian Volunteer Self-Pefense
Organization (CVO), a locally-based militia unit. Howgever, family and friends have denied that
€dilberto had joingd the CVO. Members of the local community beligve that trade union
membership was morg likgly to have beggn thg motive for the Killings. €dilbgrto Begnsen was a
district Igader of the National Federation of Sugar Workers (NFSW) and his wife was a member
of the Rilusang Manggagawa sang Rababaggn-an, The {Issociation of Women Workers. To
WImnesty Intgrnational's knowlgdge at the gnd of January 1992 no official investigation had bggn
initiated into the Rillings of the threg members of the Bensen family.

NFSIW-FGT workers marching at the funeral of ong of their members, Killed by the military in July
1990
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Wmnesty Intgrnational is conegrngd about a continuing pattgrn of serious human rights
violations against tradg unionists in the Philippings. Victims have predominantly been those
accused by theg authoritics of sympathy with the armed insurgency or megmbers of unions
allgged to be "fronts" for the outlawed Communist Party of the Philippings (CPP) and its armed
wing, the New Peoplg's ¥rmy (NP). Members of the Rilusang Mago Uno (RMU), May First
Movement, a national tradeg union, and the National Federation of Sugar Workers (NFSW), a
RMU-affiliate, have been particularly at risk. The RMU and NFSW have been among the most
active and voeal critics of the present government. Military allggations of RMU and NFSW
megmbers' involvgment in the illggal opposition have somgtimgs bgen used to justify the
curtailment of lawful tradg union activitigs.

Violations against trade unionists have included extrajudicial gxecutions by members of
govegrnment and government-backed foregs. Trade union members and activists have been
among theg victims of arbitrary arrgst and "disappgaranceg”. {1 number of promingnt tradg
unionists havg also bggn sgntgnceed in trials which may not haveg begn fair and somg would bg
considered prisongrs of conscigneg if detaingd on theg charggs they currgntly face. {Imngsty
Intgrnational beligvgs that all workers should be freg to carry out peacgful and lawful trade
union activitigs without fgar of bging subjected to human rights violations by government or
govgrnment-backed foregs.

Puring the immediate post-1986 period, the ngw government gxpressed its commitment to the
protgetion of human rights and this was borng out by a dgergasg in human rights violations and
the introduction of a number of judicial and othgr safeguards. Sincg garly 1987, howgver, when
nggotiations between the government and the insurgents collapsed, this commitment appears to
havg begen groded. Unarmed civilians, particularly thosg involved in trade union, social,
community or human rights activities, have suffered serious human rights violations. These
havg been justified in terms of thg government's "total approach” (somgtimgs callegd the "total
war' approach) to countgr-insurgegncy, which has involved gfforts to weaken selgeted civilian
organizations as well as the armed ¢lgments of the insurgency movement.

When violgneg has grupted, during strikgs or in the course of longer disputes, government and
military authoritigs haveg tended to focus attgntion on the violgneg committed by members of the
armgd opposition, to theg gxclusion of theg sgrious violations known to havg begn perpetrated by
government or government-backed foregs.  Militant unions have been ungquivocally
condgmned by government and military authoritigs and accused of a delibgratg policy of violgnt
action or collaboration with the NP{. Thegse accusations, which often regsalt in trade unionists
bgecoming targgts in thg counter-insurggncy campaign, haveg begegn accompanied by calls for the
"communist" unions to bg bannegd. The government response to allgged opposition abusg is in
marked contrast to its appargnt reluctance to take ¢ffectiveg action to econtrol polieg, military and
unofficial armed foregs, or to bring thosg suspected of human rights violations to justice.

Plerds€ WRITE to the Philippings authoritigs

-grpressing concern about the deaths of €dilberto Bensen, Haydee Bensen and Mary Grace
Bensegn on 28 Hugust 1991;

-urging that an official invgstigation into thg Killings of the family be initiated, that thosg
found rgsponsiblg arg idegntified and brought to justicge;
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-grpregssing concegrn about continuing violations against tradeg unionists in thg Philippings;

-stating that all workers should bg free to carry out peacgful and lawful trade union activitigs
without fear of bging subjected to human rights violations by government or
government-backed foregs.

Hppeals to:

dilvegstre H Bello I Ruben Torregs

dgergtary of Justice dgergtary of lsabor and €mployment
Pepartment of Justice Executivg POLL Building

Padrg Faura Street Inframuros

€rmita, Manila Manila

PHILIPPINES PHILIPPINES

Plgasg send copigs of your Igtters to the diplomatic rgpresentatives of the Philippings in your
country.

SRI L{ANRA
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S B S P Pathirana

d B & ® Pathirana was takgn away by six armed men travelling in a Pajero jegp from his home at
Wanathamulla, Borella, Colombo 8 around midnight of 10 Pecegmber 1989. The abductors were
drgssed in civilian clothegs, but gye-witngssgs beligvg they werg army personngl. Pespite
numgrous appgals to theg authoritigs, including the then Minister of Statg for Pefence and the
Spgaker of Parliament, his relativgs werg not ablg to gstablish his fatg or whergabouts.

In latg 1991, Pathirana's father recgived a megssage from an unofficial sourceg within the army that
his son was dgtaingd at Punani drmy Camp, but when he trigd to visit him there, officials at the
camp stated that therg was no pegrson by that namg detaingd therg.

Pathirana, aged 24, is a member of the Janaraja tealth Workers' Union (HWU) and had been
activg as sgergtary of the branch at Jagawardgnapura hospital wherg hg worked as a hospital
labourgr. {pproximately six months beforg his "disappgarancg" heg had, together with the
president of the JHWU branch, Somawggra, organized a threg-day strike at the hospital to push
degmands for morg tradg union rights. The Jagawardhgnapura hospital was a newly gstablished
hospital and thg managgment is said to have trigd to curtail tradg union activitics among its staff.
domawggra "disappgargd" on thg samg day as Pathirana but {Imngsty Intgrnational has no
further details abouat him.

Paring the period mid-1987 till garly 1990, thousands of pgoplg "disappeared" in the south of Sri
lsanka. These "disappgarances” oceurred in the context of large scalg counter-insurgency
operations by the sgcurity foregs against members and sympathizers of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), People's Liberation Front. This armed opposition group also contributed to the
atmosphere of terror at the timeg by imposing unofficial "curfews", threategning to Rill thoseg who
refused to participate in strikegs, and mounting a campaign of assassinations of candidatgs in the
¢glgetions, gunning down thosg they considergd to be traitors to thgir causg and opgnly
displaging their bodigs as a warning to others. But mgmbers or supporters of other partigs and
groups such as tradg unions wereg also targeted by the military in its counter-insurgency
program, in many casgs as a rgsult of privatg disputgs in which theg segcurity forees acted
arbitrarily for ong sidg undgr the cover of anti-subversivg opgrations.

In January 1992, the United Nations Working Group on €nforeed or Involuntary Pisappearances
announced that it had recorded up to 12,000 casgs of "disappgarancegs” in dri lsanka sincg 1983.
In a rgport on a visit to ori lbanka by three of its mgmbers, it said that this was "by far the highgst
number gver recorded by the Working Group for any singlg country”. It recommended that the
govegrnment should rgmove the time limit of the mandate of the Presidential Commission of
Inquiry into the Involuntary Removal of Persons to allow consideration of casgs of
"disappgarancgs” that occurred prior to 11 January 1991, when the Commission was egstablished.
WImnesty Intgrnational madg thg samg reecommendation to thg government in a rgport published
in Sgptember 1991. To date, out of a total of 32 recommendations madg by {dmngsty International,
this is ong of the two which thg govgrnment has not acegpted.

"Disappegarancgs” continug to bg regported from all parts of Sri lbanka. Sincg Jung 1990, when
fighting broke out between the seeurity foregs and the Lsiberation Tigers of Tamil €¢lam (TTE) in
thg northgast of ori lbanka, thousands of gxtrajudicial gxegcutions and "disappgarancgs" have
begn regported from that arga.

Pledse WRITE to the Sri l.ankan authoritigs:
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-grpregssing grave concegrn at the "disappearance” of & B & ® Pathirana and urging a full and
impartial invgstigation of the circumstancgs Igading to his "disappgarance" and rgports
of his detention by the fArmy;

-urging that if he is detaingd he should not be ill treated, and that hg should bg given acegss to
his family and a lawygr, and charged with a recognizably criminal offencg or relgased;

-gxpregssing concern that hg may have beggn detaingd for the peacgful grpregssion of the right to
strikg and for pursuing other tradg union rights;

-gxpregssing conegrn about theg thousands of "disappgarancegs" regported in Sri lanka over the
last 10 years and urging thg government to dgmonstratg conclusively that it will not
permit mgmbers of the sgcurity foregs and other officials to continug to commit grave
human rights violations with impunity.

Appeals to:
His €xegllgney The Hon (Mrs) Renuka Herath
Presidegnt R Premadasa Minister of tigalth and Women's {ffairs
Presidgntial Sgergtariat Ministry of tigalth
Republic dquare 5th Floor, Inland Revenug Building
Colombo 1, dri lbanka Sir Chittampalam ¢ Gardinegr Mawatha
PO Box 513
Colombo 2
The tlon Ranil Wickramasinghe Sri lsanka
Minister of Industrigs, &cigneg and
Teechnology

Ministry of Industrigs
48 dri Jinaratana Road
Colombo 2

Sri lsanka

Plgasg send copigs of your appeals to the diplomatic rgpregsentatives of dri anka in gour
country.

ISRM€L IND THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
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Amneh '{bd al-Jabbar Rimawi

The Isragli authoritigs in the Occupied Territorigs
systgmatically usg intgrrogation practicgs which
clgarly amount to torturg or ill-trgatment.
Methods includg beatings all over the body, often
concgntrated on sgnsitive argas such as the
genitals; hooding with dirty sacks; slggp and food
deprivation whilg held in solitary confingment;
prolonged shackling in painful positions; and
confingment in small, dark cglls Kknown as
"closgts" or, when Rept cold, "refrigerators”.

Wmnegh 'dbd al-Jabbar Rimawi was rgportedly
ill-trgated during interrogation during November
and Pegcegmber 1991. She is the Peputy Chair of
the Gengral Fedgration of Trade Unions in the
West Bank (GFPTU) and tead of the lsabour
Studigs Centre (I,FC) in Ramallah. {1 34-ygear-old
mother of thrgg from Ramallah, she reportedly
suffers from Ridngy stongs for which she recgives
medication.
Imneh 79bd al-Jabbar Rimawi

WImngh Rimawi was arrgsted and taken for intgrrogation on 12 Novegmber 1991 after rgporting to
the Moscobigygah Petention Centre in Jerusalgm whereg she had beggn summongd. Sheg was Rept
in solitarg confingment until 29 Novgmber during which time she is said to have been shackled to
a chair and hoodgd, over sgveral days. {It a court hearing on 27 November, the judge refused
to relgase her on bail and ordered that her detention be gxtended for a further 30 days. She was
prevented from seeing a lawyer until 28 November.

On 10 Pgegmber 1991 Imngh Rimawi was moved for thrgg days of additional intgrrogation to
Hebron (al-Rhalil) Prison, wherg there arg appargntly no facilitigs for women prisongrs. s a
regsult, in betwgen her intgrrogation sgssions, which numbgred four or five daily, she is said to
havg been Rept in a toilet, gxcept for periods when she was kept shackled and hooded outsidg in
the prison gard. On 13 Deegmber she was returned to the Moscobiygah Petention Centre.

7t a court sgssion beligved to have taken placg on 19 January 1992 dmngh Rimawi was charged
with possgssion of a firgarm, appargntly on theg basis of third party confgssions. Sheg has
denigd theg chargeg. Shg is currgntly awaiting trial, for which no datg has yet begn set, in
Hasharon Prison.

WImnegsty Integrnational is urging the authoritics to invegstigate the reports of ill-trgatment of
WImngh Rimawi, to make publie the details of any such investigation, and to bring anyong found
rgsponsiblg to justicg. It urggs that she bg given a fair trial without dglay, if she is not to be
relgased. It is also sgeking assurancegs that dmngh Rimawi is receiving all appropriatg medical
tregatment whilg in detention.

Pledse WRITE to the Isragli authoritigs
-urging that an invgstigation bg carrigd out into the allggations of ill-trgatment of Amngh Rimawi,

that the details of any such invgstigation bg madg public, and that angong found
rgsponsiblg beg brought to justicg;
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-rgqugsting that she beg brought to trial without delay if she is not to be relgased;

-sgegking assurancgs that {Imngh Rimawi is recgiving all appropriatg medical treatment whilg in

detention;
Hppeals to:
Moshe Arens Uitzhak Shamir
Minister of Pefence Prime Minister
Ministry of Pefence Offieg of the Prime Minister
7"1" Street 3 Raplan Stregt
Hakiriga Hakiriga
Tel {viv 67659 Jerusalgm 91919
Isragl Isragl
Telgx: 371434 MOP Il Telgr: 25279 MPRES lls
337129 MISIT Il Fax: +972 2 358491

Fax: +972 3 217915
Copigs to:
Judge Yusef Harish
dttornegy General
PO Box 1087
Jerusalgm
and to the Isragli €mbassy in your country.

Pleasg send copigs of your letters, marked FOR INFORMWTION ONLY, to as many of the
following as possiblge:

al-tlaq Palgsting Human Rights Information Centre
PO Box 1413 PO Box 20479
Ramallah Jerusalgm
West Bank Isragl
Via Isragl
The Wssociation for Civil Rights in Isragl General Federation of Trade Unions in the
PO Bog 8273 West Bank
Jerusalgm PO Box 57
Isragl Nablus

West Bank

Via Isragl
lsabour Studigs Centre Centre for Tradeg Union Rights
PO Box 1555 PO Boxr 20224
Ramallah Jerusalgm
West Bank Isragl
Via Isragl

MOROCCO

Houeing ¢l Manouzi
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Houeing ¢l Manouzi "disappgared” in November
1972. tlg was a tradg union activist in thg Union
marocaing du travail (UMT), Moroccan lsabour
Union, and belonged to a family with a history of
political opposition to thg govgrnmegnt. Born in
1943 in Tafraout, he begcamg an agroplang
mechanie, bat in 1963 was dismissed from Royal
dir Maroe (R{IM), wherg he was working as an
apprentice, allggedly becausg of his tradg union
activitics. Tlg was also an active member of the
Union Nationalg dgs Foregs Populairegs, National
Union of Popular Foregs, a socialist party.

Hfter his dismissal from thg RAM he gmigrated to
Belgium, wherg hg worked as a mechanic at
dabgna, the Belgian national airling, and
continugd his tradg union activitigs. In 1971 he
was sgntgneed to

death in absentia in a major political trial in
Marrakeeh after conviction on charggs of plotting
against intgrnal statg sgcurity.

floucing ¢l Manouzi

The trial was condgmned as grossly unfair by Wmngsty International observers who eoncluded
that the majority of thg accused could not beg associated with theg crimegs for which they were
tried. tg subsegquently went to live in Lkibya.

The following gyear, on 1 November 1972, whilg on a visit to Tunis, Tloucing €1 Manouzi
"disappeared”. Therg werg allggations that hg had been Ridnapped by Moroeean policg agents
in Tunis and returngd to Morocco. FTor threg ygears nothing more was heard of him. Then,
suddenly, in July 1975 his picturg appgaregd on "wanted" posters displaged in Moroecan policg
stations and the policg raided houses of his relatives. It transpired that he had indeed begen
held in segergt detegntion and had gscaped with other "disappgeared" detainges, including threg
brothers, Midhat Ren¢ Bourequat, Bayazid Jacques Bourgquat and (li Juguste Bourequat.
wegk later hg was appargntly recapturgd. Sineg thegn therg has begegn no dgfinite ngws of him.
{mngesty International has been seeking information on his whergabouts and Iggal status from
theg Morocean authoritigs sincg 1975 but has not reegived ang reply.

Daring 1991 thg Morocecan government took a number of positive stgps to improvg its human
rights rgecord. On 13 Jung it was rgported that Ring tassan Il had granted an amngsty to
Western Saharans who had supported the Polisario Front. Over 200 "disappeared” Western
daharans, held by thg Morocean authoritigs in sgergt detgntion egntregs for up to 15 years, werg
relgased. In Sgptegmber the detention egntre at Tazmamert was demolished, and over 20
prisongrs held incommaunicado therg for 18 years werg relgased. {Ind on 30 Pecgmber camge the
relgasg of the threg brothgrs who had gscaped with Houcing ¢l Manouzi in 1975 after having been
"disappeared" sinceg 1973. They wereg immediately recaptured after their gscape and for the last
10 years of their detention had begen held in the sgergt Tazmamert egntre.

Pledse WRITE to the Moroecan authoritigs

-grpregssing concgrn about thg continugd "disappgarance" of Houcing ¢l Manouzi, whosg
whergabouts havg not bggn known sineg 1972;

-urging theg authoritigs to set up an inquiry into the gvents of his "disappgarance” and his
subsgquent fate;
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-asking that heg bg immediately and unconditionally relgased.

Hppeals to:

da Majesté Priss Basri

Ring Hassan Il Ministere de 'Intgrigur

Burgau deg da Majesté lg Roi ¢t dg l'Information

Palais Royal Quartigr ddministratif

Rabat Rabat

Moroceo Moroceo

Telgx: 31744 or 32908 Telex: 36161, 36731, 36969 ProCivilg Rabat

Plegase send copigs of your Igtters to diplomatic rgpregsentatives of Moroceo in your country.



