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Pictured left are five of the many women around the world who have been the subject of UA
appeals during 1995. As the Fourth UN World Conference on Women got underway in Beljing,
cases such as theirs served as a sharp reminder to governments as Al focused world attention on
the facts about human rights violations against women.

Ilustrative cases of 22 women, several of whom have been the subject of UAs, were raised in
Bening by Al delegates. Many signatures were obtained on petitions for nine of them, including
Eren Keskin, Samira Karrar and Park Yong-gil, and on 8 September handed simultaneously to
embassies in Beljing of the countries of which the nine are nationals. Also, in a public
demonstration on 1 September, Al delegates unfurled a "washing line" from which were hanging
t-shirts each emblazoned with a large photo of one of the women.

WOMEN
UNDER ATTACK

Urgent Actions and the Fourth UN World
Conference on Women
The UA Network became more directly involved with events in Beijing when the Chinese authorities began a campaign of executions prior to the Conference to “ensure public

order” in the capital. Thousands of appeals were sent by the Network di ing the i and d ding a halt to them.

Then well-known human rights campaigner Ding Zilin was arrested and a UA was launched calling for her releass, seeking assurances that no other dissidents would be

arrested in connection with the Conference.

Since the Conference began in late August, still more women around the world have the subject of internati UA appeals: two women in Colombia threatened
with death and warned not to testify in an i igation into the "di -ance" of a ri ive; a law under surveillance by security force agents and
believed to be at risk of abduction; a young woman threatened that she might not see her two-year-old son again as she is taken off into ged police in

Turkey; a mother facing execution in Indonesia. Their cases illustrate still further how governments must pay more than just lip service to the human rights of women in their

countries.
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CAPTIONS (page 1):

TURKEY: Eren Keskin, lawyer, prisoner of conscience.

SUDAN: Samira Karrar, at risk for human rights campaigning.
MOROCCO: Khadija Benameur, trade unionist prisoner of conscience.
GUATEMALA: Débora Guzméan Chupén, trade unionist under threat.
SOUTH KOREA: Park Yong-gil, 76, prisoner of conscience.

Rights denied: Ding Zilin.
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This man stated in an affidavit that, during 66 days in Israeli custody, he was hit, ly shaken and to other forms of torture (UA 99/96). Khaled Farraj's statement

reinforces Al's fears about torture in Israel's centres. H , in replies to UA Network appeals on his case and others, the Israeli authorities continue to evade the

issue of torture. It is time for some straight answers. See page 3...

Street Action Por 10 dagys in Jung, the Justrian Sgetion ran an Urgent Wetion "fax-stand” in egntral Vignna
(photo abovg). With four fax machings availablg on the stall, passers-by in thg busy shopping street
could stop and sgnd instant appgeals on the latgst Urgent {detions issued from lsondon.

"bast week, morg than 300 members (of 1) wrole letters to senior government officials, arguing that the
death penalty has never been a deferrent fo crime..." The full-page articlg (bglow) in Nigerian magazing
Newswalceh (28/8/95) went on to degseribg some of thosg lgtters, sgnt to the Nigerian authoritigs and
copied to Mewswateh by U activists. nother lbagos publication, 7TheWeek, also continugs to
regularly publish U appeal Igtters, adding to the pressurg on the Niggrian authoritigs.

1 Junior Urgent fetion, as produced by the British Section (sge back page).

If you want morg information about the Junior U Network, plgasg contact:

U team, I British Seetion, 99-119 Rosgbery Wvenug, lsondon, €CIR 4RE, UK. Telgphong: +44 171 814
6266 or 6267; Faxes: +44 171 814 6268; €-mail: bhgss®ai-uk.
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POPGING THE 18SUEC"There is no doubt whatsogver about the cause of death and it's very clegar that he
has digd from unnatural causgs and that he has digd from tortare..." (Perrick
Pounder, profgssor of forgnsic pathology)

Perrick Pounder's statement, madg after he had participated in the autopsy of Palgstinian prisoner '{bd
al-damed Harizat, who digd in Isragli custody on 25 {pril 1995, has increased {I's fears about torturg in
Isragl's detention cgntregs. It also reaffirms the importance of recent Ufs on behalf of Palgstinian
detainggs, which have sought to proteet such prisongrs from torturg and ill-trgatment and to obtain
clarification about procgdurgs followed by interrogators. Pisappointingly, in their repligs to the UW
Network, the authoritigs, specifically the Forgign Relations and Intgrnational Organizations Pepartment,
havg busigd themselves in sidegstepping {1l's conegrns.

Takg, for gxample, the casg of

Whmad Ibrahim Sa'id. rregsted in Jung 1994, he allgged that he

had bggn tortured during interrogation. e madg similar allggations when his interrogation regsumed in
latg Sgptember, and was beligved to still be at risk of torturg when a U was issued in Novgmber, calling
for an invgstigation into his allggations and for a halt to the torturg of angong in Isragli custody.

In what is now standard proegdurg, thg authoritigs duly issued a "fact sheet" to U activists, in
which they gavg their usual dgseription of the Islamic opposition group famas, and Ihmad Sa'id's
allgged involvgment with it.  In fact, the U had not disputed the government's right to bring to justice
angong who has committed eriminal acts, but was based purely on {l's concerns about torturg. The
"fact sheet" neither confirmed nor degnied the allggations of torturg, but merely stated, as do mang of the
repligs from the Isragli authoritigs, that "it was found upon investigation that thereg had begn no breach
of the interrogation guidelings".

It is precisgly the latter which arg at the heart of {lI's concerns - sgergt guidelings which permit the
usg of "modgrate physical pregssurg” by Isragli interrogators. Fears as to what this phrasg mag actually
mean in practicg werg heightened in latg 1994 after rgports that officials had sanctioned the usg of
"increased physical prgssure” during the interrogation of suspected 77amas and Islamic Jihad members
(UM 427/94). Disturbingly, this "exceptional dispensation” looked like becoming morg routing after
being given 3-month grtgnsions in
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Januarg and pril 1995. In dugust, after a heated dgbate on the ¢thics of torture, particularly the
shaking of detainges during interrogation, the special 4-man ministerial committee (regportedly now split
2:2) again gxtended the guidelings, until October, and allowed shaking with the special authorization of
the head of the Gengral Seeurity Servicg. It was shaking that Rilled 'Wbd al-Samed Harizat in {pril.

In the last gear the Isragli authoritigs have arrgsted thousands of Palgstinians, including actual
and possiblg prisongrs of conscigneg. PMany have begen held without acegss to lawgers for up to 30
days and without acegss to familigs for up to 140 daygs. s well as shaking, intgrrogation methods such
as hoodings, beatings, "position abusg", and prolonged slggp deprivation have been officially
authorized.

The fact is that such trgatment amounts to torture, and torture violatgs {rticleg 2 of the UN
Convention fdgainst Torturg, which statgs that "no gxegptional circumstancgs whatsogver, whether a
statg of war or thrgat of war, internal political instability or ang othgr public gmerggney, may be invoked
as a justification of torture".

Torture is what the U Network is conegrned abouat in these Ugls, and it is the issug that the Isragli
authoritigs arg gvading in their repligs. It is timg for them to take their "fact sheets" out of the realm of a
publie relations gxegreisg and into ong of ggnuing communication about human rights. It is time for
them to stop the torture.

CAPTIONS (page 3):
Death after torture: '{dbd al-Samed Harizat.
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PROTECTING THE TRUTH-SECERERS
The UM Network's rolg in the fight against impunity in Latin Wmerica

The struggle for justicg over impunity is ong that gogs to the very corg of 1l's work.  €ven Ud activists,
whosg main aim is thg immediatg protection of thosg at risk of human rights violations, find themsglvgs,
in countlgss faxes and telggrams, urging governments to "bring the perpetrators to justice'.

1 familiar phrasg then, the latter, but nongthelgss ong in which thg human rights movement must
maintain a dgnamic and gnerggtic beligf. Otherwise it will be the perpetrators' familiarity with impunity
which, unchallgnged, will breed contgmpt for the law and human rights violations will spiral.

The fight against impunity in the longer term usually absorbs other sgetors of {1l morg fully than the
Ud Network. But when pressure for justice paygs off and official invgstigations into violations arg
initiated, Ut appeals may oncg again bg ngeded. Becausg, in their attempts to avoid justicg,
perpetrators of human rights erimgs will often threaten witngssegs and others trying to uncover the trath
about their misdeeds.

Heneg, five public prosgcutors and a judge in Brazil arg threatened with death for their work to
prosecute policg officers implicated in a 1992 prison massacre (U 191/95) and a 1993 shanty town
massacre (photo, legft) (UM 167/95). In Colombia, relatives of a woman who "disappgeared” in 1992 arg
themselves subjected to death threats as segeurity foreg agents face lggal action (U 192/95), and a
witngss to two other "disappgearancgs” is threatened as a polieg officer gogs to trial (U( 188/95). In Pera,
a judge, a public prosgcutor, a lawger and victims' relatives arg gndangered by speaking out in favour of
clarifying rgsponsibility for massacres in 1991 and 1992 (UH 146/95). In Guategmala, a woman is
threategned for trying to find out what happened to her husband who "disappeared” in 1992 (U 131/95).
{Ind in Honduras, megmbers of a family beligve death threats against them aim to stall investigations into
the murder of their relative, himself Rilled apparegntly to prevent information about military abuses
coming to light (UM 73/95). In all these cases, the U Network has sought to proteet individuals whose
involvgment, aceidegntal or chosgn, in the sgareh for justiceg has put their own lives at risk.

Brazilian youth Wagner dos Santos is another such person.  Witngss to thg "Candglaria Massacre”
of gight street children in Rio de Jangiro in July 1993 (UM 241/93), in which he himsglf was seriously
wounded, Wagner and ning named child witngsses have since begn the subjeet of thousands of U
appgals during 1993, 1994 and 1995.

Based mainlyg on Wagner's testimong, three militarg policg officers face trial for the Rillings. The
U Hetwork was brought in again when, as a regsult of his courageous stand, Wagner suffered repeated
death threats and another attempt on his life (U 440/94). The combination of the pressure generated by
the Network's appeals and media coverage given to an (I delegation meeting Wagner in hospital, led to
improved medical treatment and a greater [gvel of stateg protgetion for him. {1l continugs to press for
even fuller measuregs to guaranteg Wagner's health and safety, which arg still of serious conegrn.

The passage of timg dogs not diminish the need for the truth to emerge and help heal the traumas of
the past and prevent human rights violations in the future. s €milio Mignong, a lawyger and human
rights activist whoseg daughter was "disappearegd” by the frgenting army in 1976, has said: "the trath is
thg only thing that can bring frgentina pegacg and freedom"”. €ven now, 12 years after the gnd of
military rulg there, the "dirty war" continugs to havg repercussions which can makg calls upon the U(d
Network. In Mareh 1995, UM 84/95 was issugd on behalf of Maria {lgjandra Bonafini, daughter of the
president of the human rights organization Mothers of Plaza de Mago, after she recgived death threats.
The latter came in the context of denunciations by relatives of the "disappeared” after a former naval
officer madg statgments that "disappeared"” detainges were sedated and thrown naked from aireraft into
the ocgan.

The importance of international appeals during attempts to bring perpetrators to justice is
illustrated by a lgtter sgnt to UM activists from {drgentinian lawyer Frederico Hifredo Huber, facing
intimidation to foreg him to stop investigating a 1994 death in custody (U 123/94)
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"It is my pleasure fo write to gou to gxpress my sincere thanks for gour words of support and help
which resulted in myg receiving proper protection... fipart from the personal protection, | should sayg that
gour words of gncouragement and the support | have received from people like gourself from many
different countries has gncouraged me in my gfforts to clarify the circamstances sarrounding the death
of Piego Rodriguez baguenz. It is gratifying to know that in situations such as the ong in which [ now
Jfind myself, [ am not along and that there are mang people who arg concerned that cases like that of
Piego do not go unpunished. There is still a long, hard wayg 1o go... there are many powerful interests at
work to gnsare that the death of Piego remains unsolved.”

CAPTIONS (pages 4-5)

Vigério Geral massacre, Brazil 1993, rgsidents lit candles near vietims' bodigs. In July 1995, UM issued to
proteet public prosgcutors undgr threat for trging to uncover the perpetrators.

Still sgarching for the truth about the "disappeared” - mothers demonstrate in Bugnos irgs.

Members of ASTAPPES, Colombian human rights group, threatened as they pressed for a
"disappearance” law, including measuregs against imipunity (EXTRM 34/94).
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HeWws IN BRIEF
TURREY

On 26 {pril 1995, {1 recegived a message from lawyer Mahmut Sakar, relgased on 17 dpril, after a long
U{d campaign on behalf of him and other human rights activists:

"We were imprisoned for morg than four months in conngction with a report we had prepared
following research into human rights violations in oar region. Our frial for this book continugs.

Puring this time, news of goar gfforts could not overcome the stone walls of the prison and reach
us directly. Nevertheless, through various channels, we learned of gour actions. In the conditions under
which we were living, the sapport gou showed for us meant a great deal, and became an important
psgchological strength in meeting the various difficulties in the course of our struggle... We greet gou
with affection and respect in the name of all our friends here, and wish gou saceess in goar work." (U(
450/94).

STUUPT ARUBIT

The authoritigs have begen feeling the full weight of the Ufl Network's outrage at the alarming number of
grgcutions in daudi drabia.

U 96/95 has been widely reported in the media, [ending additional foreg to activists' appeals
(Reuters, lsg Mondg, the Times (UK), the Guardian (UKR), and the {drabic papers a/-Quds and a/~rIrab). It
provoked a degbatg on the BBC World Servieg between a government official and an 1S rgsegarcher, and
the concerns raised by the UMl werg also broadeast on various €uropean radio stations.

The U was updated in dugust after 4 Turkish nationals were gxecuted and 40 others faced
possiblg greeution. The UM again gaingd widg media coverage, particularly in Turkey.

The authoritigs have so far reacted defensively. The Interior Minister is quoted as saying "we
apply the laws of God and don't pay attention to whogver says anything about that" There have now
beegn over 150 grecutions sincg January. Il continugs the pressure to put a stop to them.

TAIWAN

The U Network joined Taiwangse lawyers, parliamentarians, and NGOs in calling on the authoritigs not
to gxecute Su Chign-ho, liu Ping-lang and Chuang Lin-hsiung, on death row in Taiwan.

The pressurg seemed to have paid off when the gxecutions were postponed in latg May on the
ordgrs of the Minister of Justicg, who gxpregssed doubts about "eertain points regarding the court's
handling of their casegs". towgver appeals werg relaunched in Sgptember when (I [garned that the
three were oneg again facing gxecation. Urgent appeals for elemeney arg continuing (U 76/95).

MeXICO

"Thank gou for the support gou have shown us through the letter gou sent to the Mexican aathorities to
puat an end to the acts of intimidation against members of CrPH7IC (Citizens for Human Rights)... We
know that gour support, together with that of other concerned people and groups, has already led to a
noticeable decrease in hostility.

On the other hand, gour support gncourages ouar work team to parsag its gfforts in the state of Nuevo
Leon, so that everg man, woman and child be offered a listening gar, respect and care, as well as to
promole thereby a more humane world. We send gou a huge hug..." (UL 105/95)

THAILAND

On 14 Jung, UM 136/95 was issued for refugee Maung Ryan, alegrting the Uf Negtwork to the urgent
situation econegrning his health. The Ut Network called for him to bg moved from the Immigration
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Petention Centre in BangRok to a morg suitablg location as a matter of urgegncy so that he could reegive
appropriatg health carg.  Two wegks later, [l Igarned that, after receiving many integrnational appeals,
the Prime Minister's Office in Bangkok was intervgning personally in the casg. Manyg UM participants
recgived the following reply from the Thai authoritigs:

"... [ wish to inform gou that the Government of Thailand sincerely ook note of 7imnesty
International's concern for Mr Maung Ryan, and, on hamanitarian grounds, has approved transfer of
him and his familg to the Maneelog Student Safe 7irea in Ratchburi provinee”

BURKING FHSO

Mangy recgived a rgply from the Burkinabg authoritigs about two studegnts shot degad during a
degmonstration in Magy:

"l am pleased to be able to inform goa that... following this tragedy, the government set up a
Commission of Inguiry to establish who was responsible with a view to bringing them to justice... | wish
fo assuare goua that the punishment reserved for those responsible for these reprehensible acts will be
appropriate to the crime and what is to be expected in a state of law.. (UH 114/95)

TURREY

Not so constructiveg has begn the regsponsg recgived by some U activists who have sgnt appeals to
Turkish officials. They have been sent a glossy 72-page book, filled with pictures of mutilated bodigs of
childrgn, women and men, allggedly Killed in attacks by the armed opposition in Turkey.

No letter accompanigs the book, gntitled "PRK and the Message to Hlumanity”, the aim of which
pregsumably is to grode U{ participant's degsirg to act on government abusgs.

Al condgmns human rights violations committed by governments and non-governmental gntitigs
alike. Hlowgver, violations by ong sidg in a conflict do not justify violations by the other, as the book
attempts to implg.

Il hopgs that when ang authoritigs recgive letters of genuing conegrn from people appealing for
the rgspeet of intgrnational human rights standards, theg will fully address the concerns raised, rather
than gngagge in simplistic propaganda.

TUNISIA

In July 1995, Najib tlosni, human rights lawyer, still held in pre-trial detention, begond the 14-month limit
allowed under Tunisian law, was awarded an honorary law degree by the UStI-based Pickinson School
of lsaw, in rgcognition of his work. In garly Jugust, hg was awarded the Intgrnational fluman Rights
Hward by the Imerican Bar {dssociation in recognition of his "gxtraordinary contributions to the
causgs of human rights, the rulg of law, and promotion of justice." It is to bg hopged that the Tunisian
adthoritigs comg to recognize the rulg of law in his case¢ and bring him to trial or relgase him
immediately. (UM 236/94).

MOROCCO

"... this letter-writing is a very, very efficient wag fo pat pressare on sach regimes... because it
embarasses them... makes them think twice before it dogs something bad fo the prisoner... its like an
eye walching inside the country... in Morocco, it works - it works - IT WORKEP."

"WImnesty International intervened when we had hanger-strikes and sent gmergency letters (UH
88/88, pril 1988) fo the authorities - it did help us, it did help as and made the Minister of Justice accept
fo negotiate with us and sometimes they could aceept to make oar life better inside the prison..." (lugust
1995 - Mohamed €1 Boukili (abovg), Morocean tgacher freed in 1994).

usd
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"My sincerest thanks to the dmngsty International Urgent detion Team and staff for all your gfforts for
my brother, Ronald R, {liridge, who was gxecuted on Jung 8,1995. My family thanks you, and | thank
gou". (sgg €XTRH 59/95)

This megssage camg, in a card madg by himself (above), from James V. (llridge. 1g, too, is on death
row in Texas.
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JUNIOR URGENT WCTION

In January 1993, the UM team at the British Section issued its first "Junior Urgent {detion”. €veryg month
sincg then, it has rewritten ong U into simple language and large type, printed it up with a map and
other country information, and mailed it out to a negtwork of children in the UK and other countrigs.

The network is flourishing: whereas the first Junior U went to some 65 addregsses, this figure has
now grown to over 600 monthly recipignts.

The British Sgetion also sgnd their Junior Ugls to other Al Sections - Irgland, Bermuda, Hlong Rong,
Sigrra lsgong, Isragl, Mexico and Gegrmany recgive them as do schools in Tanzania, Slovegnia and
Portugal. There arg similar schemes operating in WIUST (where the idea was first piongered in the
1980s) and in Canada and Jamaica, so the childregn's network is fast becoming as intgrnational as its
adult counterpart.

Junior U{s arg aimed at childregn aged 8-12 years old and arg distributed to an adult, ¢g a pargnt or
a teacher, who will supervise the writing of appeal lgtters. {1 written guide gives the adults idgas about
atilizing Junior Uds in geography and art Igssons. Casgs will involvg somge ¢lgment with which children
may beg ablg to identify, such as other children, teachers and familigs, and issugs raisgd conegntratg on
non-political matters of humang treatment and basic human rights. Graphic details of torture arg ngver
included. It the gnd of the gear, all participants recgive a certificate to which their namg can be added.

"Altgrnative" Junior Uds arg issued from time to timeg. In Jung 1993 the children appgaled on behalf
of Magda Hildaura Maguina Campuzano, a 14-yegar-old schoolgirl in Peru who had "disappgeared".
Happily, Magda later reappeared alivg and a follow-up action was issugd asking the childregn to degsign
their own gregtings cards and sgnd them to Magda.

Children bring a simplg, dirget language to appeal writing.  Ong young boy, writing to the Magor of
Rio de Jangiro on behalf of street childregn, wrote: "You arg the father of all the children of Rio, plgase
look after gour children.”

CAPTIONS (page 8):

British S¢etion poster, painted by 9-gear-old.

Junior U Igtter-writers on town carnival float.
Hppeal for 16-gyear-old South Hfrican Michagel Mathe.



