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@URGENT HACTION NEWSI.ETTER,

This issug of the Urgent Wetion (U) newsletter oneg again brings gou ngws and information on previous UM cases:

4 We have highlighted the case of Nahamén Carmona ldpez and the street children of Guatemala. Pollowing the
annulment on 19 July 1991 of the sentgnces imposed on the four polieg officers who were accused of Killing
Nahamén, Urggnt Hetion participants arg gncouraged to send appeals to the President of Guatgmala as
outlingd on pagg 22 of this ngwsletter;

We have also included:

® Loetters of thanks and appreciation from former prisongrs, those who have been tortured, the recipignts of death
threats, or gven thosg under sgnteneg of death;

¢ Repligs received gither here in dmnesty's International Sgergtariat or by Uy participants themsglves from
governments and their €mbassigs around thg world rgsponding to {1l's conegrns in individual casgs. We
havg chosegn to specifically highlight repligs to death penalty appeals as despite recent sucegsses in
persuading governments not to re-introducg the death penalty in their country, sadly, 92 countrigs still
retain and usg the death penalty. dl's work towards total abolition thereforg regmains as important and
ngegssary as gver. We hope that the Igtter from Jog Giarratano whosg death sgntgnee was commauted to life
imprisonment garligr this gear will motivatg gou all to continug this grim task;

¢ Dublicity gengrated as a result of appeals from 1l mgmbers and U( Igtter-writers around the world, for gxample
in the national press of the target country. These "press cuttings” serve as an illustration of the importance
of informing and mobilizing public opinion about human rights violations in the country conegrned in the
hopg that this will in turn help the victims of thesg violations.

The information containgd in this newsletter of course only regpresents a small selegetion of the lgtters
and repligs which comg into {II's International Seergtariat. We compile the newsletter mainly using the
feedback we do reegive from U participants from appgals they have sgnt out in rgsponsg to requests
for urgent action. Plgasg thergforg remegmber that it is important for all of you out therg to sgnd to the
1& copigs of any regpligs you may recgive from govegrnment authoritigs or other organizations or any
publicity you may haveg gengrated as a regsult of a lgtter you have writtgn or a tglgx or fax you have
sgnt on beghalf of a person who bgecomgs the subjeet of an UM appeal.

We nged this information. It gnablgs us to monitor government and other rgsponsg to casgs taken up
by €I; somg repligs may providg us with important updated information on a particular casg; other
rgpligs may provide us with important information on the ¢ffectivenegss of our action.

Plgasg continug sgnding us thegse repligs so that wg can continug to work gffectively against human
rights violations. Last, but by no mgans Igast, wg wish to sharg this information, wherg possible, with
gou the U{d ngtwork to gncouragg you to continug sgnding your appgals and making gfforts to gnsure
that thg govgrnments of theg world cannot violatg human rights unnoticed and with impunity.




NEWS FROM U CHIsES:

Pr Mohammed Mandouar

Dr Mohammed Mandour, a psychiatrist and mgmber of the board of trustees of the €8yptian Organization of HHuman
Rights, was arrgsted in the garly hours of Priday § Pebruary 1991. r '€mad (irees, a medical doctor, was arrgsted
the same dag. They werg initiallg held in incommunicado detgntion at the State Seeurity Intelligence Police (SSIP)
Pirgetorale at Lazoghly, Cairo, undgr state of emergency legislation. Seede 4401 MPE 12/05/91_andfollow-aps)

Wmnesty International issugd an Urgent Wetion on their behalf on 11 Pebruary 1991 gxpressing conceern that
both men were being detaingd for the non-violgnt grpression of their conscigntiously held beligfs and arging that
they bg humangly treated whilg in detention, and immediately and unconditionally relgased as prisongrs of
conscigneg.

Both men werg moved to bu Za'bal prison beforg finally being relgased without echarge in latg February
1991.

Whilg held at the SSIP Pr Mohammed Mandour was reportedly stripped, subjected to suspension, beating
and ¢lgetrie shocks.

In Mag 1991 ¥mnegsty International was informed by the €gyptian €mbassy in london that "The
invgstigation conducted by the competent authoritigs in €g8ypt proved that allggations that [Pr Mandour was]
subjected to torturg or other forms of ill-trgatment werg unfounded". In Jung 1991 ®r Mandour was unawarg of ang
official invgstigation having bgen conducted into his complaints of torture.

Following his relgase, the €gyptian Organization for Human Rights rgported that they had received "tens"
of lettgrs from I megmbers in the UK, Germang, Netherlands, USH, Hustralia, Costa Rica, Canada, Finland and
Sweden. These were copigs of letters sent to the €gyptian Government on behalf of Pr. Mohammed Mandouar.
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In the last issug of our UM newsletter (ICT 60/01/91, March 1991) we published a message of thanks reegived by I
from ®r. Mandour. In Mag 1991, Pr. Mandour was invited by Wmngsty's German Segetion to speak at their Innual
Gengral Megeting. Below arg egxtracts from the speech he gave on this occasion.

Cairo, Mag 16, 1997
Pear Friends,

Exactly 90 dags ago, it would have been begond mg wildest imagination that | will be
standing here among this international gathering of human rights workers, although it is just
because of such a gathering and all it represents in the existence of a global human rights
movement and network, that [ am now free and able to be here todag.

Puring the dark moments of captivity, when one is overwhelmed by his physical
helplessness, denied ang access to the outside world: and made to believe that not only his
physical well-being bat his life itself is totally at the merey of his capiors, the most precious hope
ong can hold fo, is that others know of his whereabouts and of what is happening to him, and that
somebody will move to frg and extend a rescaing hand.

Puring these extremely long days, Ong frigs fo seek solace in the hope that in the latter event,
others in his country and magbe in other parts of the world will know of his saffering and will work
with renewed gffort to try and prevent similar cases from occarring for others.

It is difficult for me to gxpress my feelings, when bhaving been released from
incommanicado detention at the headquarifers of the Stale Security Intelligence service and
fransferred 1o a legally designated prison, [ finally came to meet with some ong from the outside
world, a lawger and colleague from the Egyptian Organization for tiuman Rights, who informed me
that during those ten dags, thousands of voices in €gypt and around the world had risen to
protest my detention and possible mistreatment, and that thousands of letters and cables had
poured onto the offices of top government officials in €gypt to gxpress indignation at mine and the
case of myg friend and colleague Pr. Emad 1iris...

Later and upon my release without ang charges and ironically with the apologies of a
number of officers of the Slate Secaurity Intelligence, | was able o go 1o the headquarters of our
organization €EOTIR, and see the tremendous gfforts done on our cases.

What | can say in this respect, is that this whole experience has made me feel as never
before, a member of a great human association and that my brothers and sisters in humanity gave
real meaning 1o the word human, whatever ong'’s country, doctrine or race efe.. ...

For personally, | well realize that | have been exceptionally fortunate. Being fairly well
known in myg personal and professional capacities in €Egypt and in a few other parts of the world,
as well as being a member of the board of truslees of the €gyptian Organizalion for Human Righis
has no doubt somewhat staged the hands of my fortarers. [ believe that the concerned police
bodies in €3ypt were concerned that my tortare should be kept within certain limits as not to leave
permanent or stark damage. From what [ learned while at the State Security Intelligence service
headqguariers or laler in prison, and from mg work as a member of €EOfIR, I realize that my forture
was somewhat of a mediam range, and [ am hambled by the knowledsge that there are fens of others
in my country and possibly thousands around the world, who have not been as lucky as | have
been.

The organizers of this meeting have asked me fo speak a little about my personal
experience with forture. This as gou all may expect is not an easy malier for manyg reasons. ... |
will restrict myself therefore to some aspects that have left a strong impression apon me.
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~ The first of these, which has something of a humorous aspect in hindsight, is that despile of myg
Jairly large size for an €ggptian, [ have no recollection even as a child of gver having been
bealen or of having been a party to a physical fight. Ong of the persistent and at the time
extremely hard to bear aspects of my exposure to forfure was that here | was suddenly
while in mg forties being exposed to the most humiliating beating and physical abuse. |
might nofe in a more serious vein howgver, that the psgychological huamiliation and
degradation involved in being fotally helpless in the face of beating and physical abuse,
in being stripped naked and in being verbally abused in the most vicious language
possible, this psgchological humiliation | might sagy is almost as difficult to bear as the
actaal phgsical pain.

- fInother aspect | would like to especially make note of, is that mg inferrogation even under
tfortare did not involve confronting me with ang specific charges of ang kind. Not once
was [ asked about my saspected involvement in armed activity or violence of ang Kind
which is usaally associated with this kind of bratal forture. ... The interrogating officer,
whose face [ never saw, would swear at me, abuse me verbally and order my torture not in
an gffort to make me confess to specific charges, bat to disclose unspecified illegal
activities of which | am suspect. 11 rather brutal fishing expedition.

- 1 final point, | may make is that in addition fo the beatings, the two separale sessions of electric
fortare, and other forms of direct physical torture to which | was subjected, | was Kept
blindfolded and handcuffed continaously throughout my fen days of mg captivity ... . 1
will leave it to goar imagination to conceive of the kind of oftern unbearable discomfort
this involves.

In conclusion, | would like to express in my own name and on behalf of the Egyptian
Organization for tluman Righils our profound appreciation for the wonderful gfforis being made
by Amnesty International and its members around the world. | would like fo assure gou that in
the case of our country, and as myg own casg so clearly proves, these gfforts have not fraitless.
Simply, gou have plaged a very important part in saving the freedom, physical well-being and
indeed the lives of countless numbers of prisoners of conscience around the world.

Pr Mohammed Mandour
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LETTERS FROM PRISONERS:
SWHZHAND:—U9-468/90:. In November 1990, Sabglo Plamini, Boy Magagulu, Pominic Mngomezulu, Ray
Russon and Mphandlang Shongwe were placed in administrative detention. The five men undertook several

protest hunggr-strikegs during their detention and werg finally relgased on 22 March 1991.

Hlerg arg a few words gxtracted from a lgtter from ong of theg dgtainges to a Ul participant (who
subsegquently struck up a corrgspondegncg with him whilg heg was still detaingd):

"I once more wish to pass my sincere thanks and gratifude to gouar tireless effort in securing our release from
prison. Please pass my greetings to all members ... of 1imnesty Infernational.”

The five men also sent a Igtter to (I following their relgase, extracts of which arg reprinted below:

RE: OUR TRITEL 1IN® PETENTION WITHOUT TRITIL

"We would first of all like to congratulate 1Imnesty
International for achieving 30th finniversary of relentiess work with a
clear record of commitment to Haman Pignity worldwide. This is no
doubt a very demanding task gspecially in this our beloved world
which is dominated by greed, selfishness and abuse of fluman Rights.
Today we talk about democratic changes sweeping the world
especiallg oar continent ffrica and we are proad to give credit fo gour
good organization fimnesty International for consistently having
exposed infringements on the dignity of HHaman kind. LONG LIVE
AMNESTY INTERNHATION T .

... We believe that our sitaation would not be what it is today if
it was not for the valuable assistance we received because at one stage
an application was made for the trial fo be in camera and we believe
that the presence of gour representative had the required impact to
influence the rejection of such an application. ... The pressare gou
exerted on the government during the trial and the detentions was of
great help and no wonder we were released on the gve of the arrival of
the delegation gou sent here to talk to the government.

We thank gou veryg mach for all this assistance and urge gou
tfo carry on with this good work all over the world. Imnesty
International shall alwags be inscribed in the annals of modern history
with great pride. Long bive fimnesty International, long kbive the
Spirit of Perseverance.”
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Hs a regsult of an action issued following the
arrgst on 11 Magy 1991 of €ssolomwa Nkoy g¢a
lsinganga, dirgctor and editor-in-chigf of €lima, a
promingnt daily ngwspaper in Zairg, sgveral Ud
participants recgived a lgtter of thanks following
his relgasg on bail in late May 1991. Extracts
from this Igtter arg re-printed below:

CONCERAE: REMERCIEMENTS

Cest avee réel plaisir que jai pris
connaissance de volre réaction consécutive &
mon arrestation ... au courant du mois de mai
1991.

fleureusement que suife aux
réactions multiples venant de fous lgs coins
du monde, des partis politiques de
lopposition, de la presse tant nationale
girangere, jai ¢i¢ libéré et continag & vaquer &
mes oceapaltions joarnalistiques.

.. ba seule solution qui reste poar le
peuple zairois, cest de continugr 8 combattre le
regime de Monsieur Mobatu par des mogens
démocratiques ...

ESSOLOMWH NKOY ea LINGHINGTH
Directear ~ Rédacteuar gn Chef.-"

"It was with real plgasurg that | Igarnegd of your action
following my arrest ... during Mag 1991.

... Fortunately after theg numerous responsgs from all
corngrs of the world: from opposition political partigs,
from the press - both national and intgrnational - | was
relgased and | am continuing my work as a journalist.

.. Theg only solution lgft to thg people of Zairg is to
continug the struggle against the regime of Mr. Mobuta
using dgmocratic mgans ..."

In lateg January 1991, €l issugd an Urgent Hetion
on behalf of the Igaders of the Rural Workers
Union of Palmargs, Pernambuco, Brazil and on
behalf of Maria {Ipargcida Pedrosa, Iggal
advisor to thg samg union. {1l was concerned for
their safety in the light of repeated death threats
and harassment against mgmbers of rural trade
unions. lsand disputgs bgetwegen  peasant
smallholders and landowngrs and conflicts over

raral workegrs' conditions arg an gndegmie sourcg
of violgneg in Brazil. Over 1,000 pgasants and
their supporters arg rgported to have been Killed
sincg 1980, theg vast majority of them hired by
gunmen, known as pistolgiros, gmploged by
landowngrs or aspiring landowngrs. {lecording
to FeTdpe, Federacdo dos Trabalhadoregs na
dgricultura gm Pernambuco, (Federation of
Hgricultural Workers of Pernambuco), of which
the Palmares Rural Workers Union is a member,
in the last sgvegn ygears, 45 unionists have bggn
murdered in the state of Pernambuco. Very
rargly haveg the Rillgrs begegn detaingd or brought
to justice. {Is a result of the Urgent Hetion, Maria
Wpargcida Pedrosa B. da Silva segnt the following
lgtter to an UM participant in Ggrmangy:

"Pear sir,

It was a greal pleasare knowing about
the letter gou wrote to the Ministry of Justice,
Mr. Jarbas Passarinho, with a copy to FETHPE.

[ am verg graleful, it is always good fo
know that people like goua, had carz and
altention, as well as knowledse aboal the
brazilian reality, especially the land problems,
with all its struggles and contradictions.

.. I would also like fo tell gou that me
and some closg friends are still death
threatened, not having ang protection from the
police. That fact had not allowed mg to work as
a union lawger for raral people.

Brazilian law, in thosg cases, says that
some procedures must be dong to arrest them,
it takes too mach time, thats my fight, which |
beg gour help, writing to our aathorities asking
for justice in my husbands case.

gouars,

Maria {Iparecida Pedrosa is thg widow of Jos¢
H¢lio da Silva, advisor to the Rural Workers
Union of Palmargs, who was Rilled on 13
Pecegmber 1990 by unknown gunmen while
travelling on theg BR-101 highway between
Palmargs and Joaquim Nabuco.
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On 22 February 1991, we issued an Urgent {detion on behalf of Father Ricardo Rezegndge, former coordinator of the
Pastoral lband Commission of Conegicgo do fraguia, and Igaders of the Rural Workers Union of Rio Maria, Para,
Brazil, who had begen reegiving death threats. (See-d-65/619 mnesty International's coneern for their safety
followed the assassination on 2 February 1991 of €xpedito Ribeiro dg Souza, president of the Rural Workers Union
of Rio Maria {sge-B-46/9MR19/02/9t 6 Febraary1999. Threg men, including the landowner who allggedly
ordgred the assassination, have begen arrgsted and arg awaiting trial, charged with this crime. Following strong
domgstic and intgrnational pressurg, the Brazilian Government granted FTederal Polieg protection to Carlos Cabral
Pergira, Roberto Neto da Silva and Orlando Canato, and Military Policg protection to Pather Ricardo Rezendg, but

the situation in Rio Maria has sincg remaingd tense.

In rgsponse to UM 65/91, copigs of the following letter from the Rio Maria Committeg has been recgived by UW

participants:

n 44 Ny ]

Chers amis,

Nous vous remercions pouar vos Iémoignages de
solidarit¢ en faveur de la commanauté de Rio Maria,
et poar les leltres gue vous avez envogées du Bresil
el de tant daatres pags, poar demander l'intervention
des auatoriiés. ...

g résaltat a ¢i¢ remarquable. bes médias nationaux
et internationaux ont donné une large couverture a
ces erimes contre les travailleurs de notre région, ¢t
suscite lindignation de l'opinion publigae. ...

€n raison de celte pression npationale et
internationale, les autorites ont commencé a prendre
des mesures poar assarer la s¢carité de ceux gai ont
reca des menaces de morl. Pes enqadies policicres
et des proces criminegls, suspendas depuais des mois
ou des annges, ont ¢i¢ rouverts. Qualre "pistoleiros”
et le représentant dun commanditaire sont gn prison.
Cependant, le fait guaacun "commanditaire” ne soit
[neareeéré nous preéoceupe, car ce serait pourtant
bien la lunigue moyen de neutraliser la violence
dans notre région. ...

Rio Maria, le 28 mars 1997
Guaracy Boschiglia, pour le Comilé
"Rio Maria”

"Pear Prignds:

We thank you for gyour gxprgssions of
solidarity in support of theg commaunity of
Rio Maria, and for the Igtters that you sent
from Brazil and many other countrigs
degmanding govgrnment intgrvention.

The result was remarkable. The national and
intgrnational media gave huge coverage to
the crimegs against the workers in our

region, and provoked the public to
indignation. ...
Pueg to this national and international

pressurg, the authoritizs have beggun to take
stgps to gnsurg the sgcurity of thosg who
have reegived death threats.  Polieg
gnquiries  and  eriminal  procgedings,
suspgnded for months or ygars, haveg bggn
rgsumed. Fouar gunmen and a "middlg man"
arg in prison. Howgver, wg arg worried by
the fact that not ong of theg ringlgadgrs has
bggn imprisongd bgcausg this would
certainly beg the only way to halt the
violgneg in our reggion.

In solidarity,
Quaracy Boschiglia
Rio Maria Committee)"

Wgainst a background of reports of further threats and acts of intimidation against Father Ricardo Rezegnde and the
raral union Igaders of Rio Maria, it has begen reported that the Pederal Policg informed Carlos Cabral Pergira,
Roberto Negto da Silva and Orlando Canato of its intention to withdraw their protection from 3 Sgptember 1991.

The
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decision has not yet materialized, allegedly because of the intgrvgntion of the ttorngy General's Office, howgver,
Wmngsty Integrnational beligvgs that continuous policg protection is still gssential for the personal safety of the
rural union lgaders as well as of Father Ricardo Rezende.
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Jog-Giarratane{H-X-02/98 scheduled to be gxecuted by ¢glgetrocution in the statg of Virginia (UST) on 22 Pebruary
1991, had his degath sgntencg commuted to lifg imprisonment with the possibility of parolg after 25 years (including
the time he has alrgady served). The following Igtter of thanks from Jog was recgived by the British Seetion of (I

"Dear Friends

Please forgive mg long delag in getting this note of thanks off to goua. My stay in the
death house has left me with a great deal of emotional stress to work through.  Twelve
gears of psgchological torture have taken its toll on me. Bat l am getting my head back
together and intend to continue my quest for justice.

[ cannot gven begin to thank gou for all gour caring and support - gour continaing efforts
helped make the difference and save me from the gxecutioner. Please know how veryg
gratefual [ am to gou - mere words seem so inadeqaale to gxpress what [ feel.  Without
gour help and support of the Virginia Coalition | would not be writing this letfer instead |
would have been legally murdered in the stale's death maching on 22 Febraary (991,
Thank gou for helping to stop that, and for caring for ong so far awag.

s gou know, the Governor of Virginia, k. Pouglas Wilder, commuted my death sentence
to life in prison with possibilitg of parole in another I3 gears. Tz also cleared the way for
me fo receive a new frial, bat left the decision on that fo the 1Ittorney General, Mary Sue
Terry. Ms Terry refuses to reopen my case, refuses to let my attorney or the public
review the gvidence, and remains obstinate on the new trial issae: in spite of the
Governors action. 1 will continue my battle for justice and hopefully one dag trath and
Justice will prevail over legal artifice and perceived political embarassment.

Thanks to goar gfforts and support of the Virginia Coalition I am 19kIVE to continue my
quest.

s soon as [ get to my regular prison assignment and settle in [ hope to write and keep
gou updated on a regular basis on my case; and the Coalition's gfforts to abolish capital

panishment in this country.

Igain thank gou for caring and goar continued support.  Please know that gou are very
mach in myg thouaghts.

Muach love and Peace

Joe Giarratano”
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REPLIECS FROM GOVERNMENTS:
In-replg-to-death-penatigappests:

{1 proposal for a constitutional reform to allow
Brazilians to votg in a plgbiscite to rginstate the
death penalty for Ridnappings, burglarigs and rapes
regsalting in the victim's death has bgen presented by
Congressman {Imaral Netto and is currently being
debated in the 1991 parliamgntary sgssions. On 12
March 1991, (I issued UMW 95/91 (MR 19/09/91)
gxpressing concern at the possibleg reintroduction of
the death penalty in Brazil. Since its issug,
inergasing publicity has begn given by the Brazilian
media to the death penalty issug. s press coverage
gathers momentum theg adoption of the dgath penalty
sgems to be portraged as a solation to violgnt erimgs.

7In opinion poll published at the end of {pril 1991
indicated that 60% of the Brazilian population were
in favour of the reintroduction of the death pegnalty
and 84% werg in favour of a plgbiscite on the issug.

Hds a result of the U, many repliecs have been
rgcegived from the Brazilian Sgnate, the tHouse of
Deputigs and the Igaders of the main political partigs.
The following two are egramplegs of the differing
opinions within the political speetram on this issug:

DBrasilia, 25 de abril de 1991

Je crois que les membres de [7Imnesty
International ont déja perdua du temps et du
papier er train décrire a ce députe. Pe méme
guils me font perdre mon femps er ftrain de
répondre.

Je pense gae n'importe qai défendre la
Vie des monsiraedx assassins, ce type dugens ne
mgérite pas mon respect.

Je sais lauteur de la proposition
constitutionnel davoir un plébiscite sar la peine
dua mort ¢t je veux si possible ¢tre le bourreaa de
le premier condamngé.

Hatrement je veax dire quan accusé seulement
recevre la sentence capitale aprés guaatre
Jjagements'.

Peputado AMARL HETTO
Vieg-lsidgr do PPS

"l think that theg members of {Imnesty
Intgrnational have alrgady wasted gnough
timg and paper in writing to this
rgpresentative. Just as they foreg me to
wastg my timg rgsponding.

| beligve that angbody who defends the lives
of thgsg monstrous marderers is not worthy
of my rgspect.

I am the initiator of the constitutional
proposition to havg a plgbiscitg on the
death pegnalty and | want if possiblg to beg the
gxgeationgr of the first to bg condgmned.

Howgver, | should say that the accused only
receives the death segntence after 4 appeals.”
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On 27 dugust the proposal by Congrgssman maral Netto to reintroducg the death pegnalty in Brazil was returned
to theg Constitution and Justice Commission for further study following serious qugstions by parliamegntarians
rggarding its constitutionality. Thg parliamentary debate has been deferred.
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On 14 Hdugust 1990, the Presidegnt of {Irgentina, Carlos Mengm, withdrew his proposal to regintrodueg the death
penalty. Twenty days after draft lggislation was presented to the drgenting Congress to modify the Penal Codg so
as to reintroduce the death penalty for erimegs such as Ridnapping rgsulting in death, and drugs trafficking, the
Presidential loggal and Technical Sgergtary (Sgergtario lsggal y Téenico dg la Presidencia) announced the
presidential deeision to withdraw it. {E-321/90)

Texras (UST) has the largest death row in the country and, since 1976, has gxecuted morg prisongrs than ang other
state - 41 to date. s of {pril 1991 therg wereg 335 prisongrs under segntgnce of degath in Texas. Four Texas
prisongrs havg beegn gxecuted this gear, the most recegnt being James Russell on 19 Sgptember 1991. In rgsponse to
their appeals for clegmeney on behalf of prisongrs curregntly awaiting gxecution on degath row, U participants have
received the following standard reply from the Governor of Texas, {Inn W. Richards:

"Thank gou for writing and expressing gour concerns about the ase of the death penalty in Texas.

Carrying out the death penally is the most awesome responsibility a governor has. The people of Texas have
given the courts the right to invoke the death penalty and it is a responsibility that judses and juries take verg
seriously. It has always been my belief that elected officials should act upon the interests of the people they
serve. furthermore, [ am not going to substitute my opinion of a case for that of the court unless new gvidence
has come to light between sentencing and the carrging oat of the sentence.

[ certainly do not believe, however, that the only solution to the crime problem is to hand down stiffer penalties.
We mast focus our gfforts on breaking the cycle of crime that finds some people in the criminal justice sgystem
and ensare that the sgstem offers rehabilitative and edacational programs that provide an alternative to a life of
crime. | am committed to working with the Texas legislalure o ensare that those programs are gnacted and
properly funded.

The decisions thal must be made in dealing with violent crime are agonizing ongs, bat they muast be made to
maintain order in our society. ..."
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In July 1991, Al issued an Urgent {ction on behalf of 15 people segntgnced to death for drug offences allggedly
committed in the statg of Sabah, Malaysia {see-d-256/61. 1l gxpressed its sgrious coneern that the 15 have beegn
sentgneed to death in trials which may have fallen far short of intgrnational standards. The 15 were allggedly
tortured and foreed to sign statements written in Malay, which theg werg unablg to read or undgrstand. They were
disadvantaged by language difficultics during the trials and have bgen dgnied contact with their respective
gmbassigs.

In rgply, the State ttorngy-General's Chambers in Sabah, Malaysia sent the following lgtter to an U participant:

"Re: 15 Prag Offenders

lam directed by the Honouarable the Chief Minister of Sabah ... to refer to gour letter ...
concerning the above.

2. The Chief Minister of Sabah appreciates verg mach the concern of the fimnesty International about
the trials of the 15 drag offenders in Sabah and would like fo assare gou that Malagsia like the United
Hingdom and other common law countrigs practises the adversarg sgstem of criminal justice where a
person is presamed innocent antil proved guilty. ... In the circumstances, there is absolutely no trath
in the allegations that the trials of these offenders have fallen short of international standards.

3. 71s regards the allggation of forture, the prison aathorities have categorically denied this. tlowever,
the prison authorities welcome representatives from 1imnesty International to interview these
offenders so as fo verify the trath of the information it had received.

4. fs regards the issae of capital panishment, the need for it depends on the situation in a particalar
couantry. In Malagsia drag trafficking had become sach a serious problem that it has threatened the
very existence of oar society. Therefore, the situation demands that capital panishment should be
carried out according to the law. It is hoped that 1imnesty International in its own wisdom should
also appreciate the evils brouaght to the society by these people whose only objective is greed for
quick financial benefits.

. [ hope that the above will help gour organization to understand our country, ouar people and our
sgstem in the proper perspective. ..."

(a)€xecution is irrgvocablg and can bg inflicted on (d)Exregecation is an act of violgneg, and violgneg
the innoegnt (no matter how good the tends to provoke violgneg;
judicial system);

(@The death penalty is frequently used as an

(b)The death penalty has never been shown to dgter instramegnt  of rgpregssion  against
erimg  morg  gffectively  than  other opposition, racial, ¢thnie, religious and
punishments; andgrprivilgged groups;

(e)The use of the death penalty is brutalizing to all (The death penalty denigs the widely aceepted
who arg involved in thg procgss; penal prineiplg of rehabilitating the

offender.
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(8)The rationalg for using the death penalty against drug traffickers is that it will deter offenders more effectively
than othgr punishments. tlowgver, dgspite hundreds of gxecutions in differgnt countrigs there is no
deeling in drug trafficking which could clgarly be attributed to the threat or usg of the death penalty. There
is no scigntific gvidgnee that the death penalty deters drug trafficking more ¢ffectively than other
punishments;

(b)Using the death penalty for drug offences gntails the risk of executing petty dealers or gven drug addicts whilg
the organizers behind the drug trade remain freg. There is also a risk that faced with a possiblg death
penalty, drug dealers would morg readily Kill to avoid eapturg.

Poubts about the ¢ffectivengss of the degath pegnalty as a deterrgnt have been grpressed by Malaysian officials. In
Jung 1990, the Depaty Minister of Home Hffairs, Megat Junid, said that Malaysia's mandatory death pgnalty for drug
trafficking had failed to curb trafficking and drug abusg and that a ngw approach to thg problgm was ngeded. In a
paper presgnted at the national Sgminar on Prugs Treatment and Rehabilitation in Ruala lsumpur in Julg 1990, the
deputy dirgetor of the Criminal Invegstigation Pegpartment's anti-narcotics foreg said the mandatory death sentgnee
had not shown signs of achigving its rolg as a deterrent in the six gears sincg its gnforegment. Instegad, the number
of peopleg detaingd for trafficking had incregased and thoseg detaingd wereg usually regplaced by other traffickers
within a short time.

Reng Preval, the Prime Minister of Haiti writgs in regsponse to U appeals conegrning Philistin Huguste,
lsucign Huguste and Josegph Nixon E44-6/59:

Yaccuse reception de la volumineuse "l acknowlgdge recgipt of volumes  of

corrgspondence recae aud Palais  National
concernant le cas des citoyens haitiens:
Philistin, daguste, hbucien 7uguste et Joseph
Nixon gui auraient ¢i¢ appréhendés et forturés
par des membres des Forees 1Irmées d'Haiti.

Je désire vous assurer quune enguéte
est ouverte poar vérifier la veracité des faits
portés a notre connaissance. 7lu cas od ils se
revéleraient mesuares  de
redressement seront promplement prises.

conslants, des

Pans lespoir gue sous peu les gfforts
déployés pour l'instauration de la Pemocratic er
flaiti, nous meneront finalement a ['€tat de Proit
tant convoité par nous tous ..."

corrgspondgneg sgnt to the Palais National
conegrning the case of Haitian eitizens, Philippe
Huguste, lucign Juguste and Josgph Nixon who,
according to rgports, werg apprehended and
tortured by members of the the Haiti {drmed
Foregs.

| wish to assurg gou that an gnquiry has begen
opened to verify the truth about the facts bought
to our attention. If they turn out to be trug,
measurgs will bg promptly taken to redress the
situation.

In the hopg that soon the ¢fforts that have been
undgrtaken in the restoration of democracy to
Haiti will finally Igad us to the rule of law so
desired by us all ..."
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Jorge Orlando Mglo, Consgjero Presidegncial para
los Perechos Humanos (Presidential {ddviser on
Human Rights) in Colombia sgnt a telgx to the
Swiss deetion of I in rgsponse to appeals sent
to Colombia conegrning the Rilling of journalists
Julio Panigl Chaparro Hurtado and Jorge
enriqug Torrgs Navas :

". €k PRESIPDENTE PE COLOMBIA, CESHR
GHAVIRIA TRWIELO, €N FORMA PUBLICTH,
CONPENO ESTO (ICTO CRIMINTL, €L CUb
TENTT CONTR bl LIBERTHAD PE PRENSTH.
IPEMAS ORPENO €l PRESIPENTE GrIVIRIH
Qae LIS INVESTIGHCIONES
CORRESPONDIENTES SE  HAPELTINTIIRIIN
CON PRONTITUD ¢ EFICHCH], 11PEMAS PE
SOLICITAR 17k PROCURTIPOR GENERIL PE
Ll NEICION bri DESIGNTICION PE TN HGENTE
ESPECIHTL PEL MINISTERIO PUBLICO PR
Ly VIGILEINCI PE ESTIS INVESTIGHCIONES
Y PORT GERANTISAR Lrl IMPHRCIILIDED
PE Chbrio. ...

ESTH €3 UNTI RESPUESTH PRELIMINTIR U ME
COMPROMETO CON USTEPES 11 REMITIRLES
INFORMES PERIOPICOS SOBRE Eb rIVHINCE
PE LIS INVESTIGHICIONES QUE RETNLICE by
JUSTICI  COLOMBIINT  PARY  QUE  LOS
RESPONSHBLES PE ESTE 1CTO CRIMINTIL
SEWN IPENTIFICTIPOS § CHISTIGTIPOS.

REITERO €L (GRAPECIMENTO pE M
GOBIERNO POR SU INTERES EN COLOMBIA. ..."

"..The President of Colombia, Cg¢sar Gaviria
Trujillo, publicly condgmned this eriminal act
which is an outrage against the fregdom of the
press. Morgover Presidgnt Gaviria ordered that
the investigations into this case procged
promptly and gfficigntly and has asked that the
Procurator Ggneral appoint a special agent to
monitor thgse investigations and to guarantee
their impartiality. ...

This is a preliminarg responsg and | promisg that
[ will inform you periodically of the progress of
these invgstigations which the Colombian Justice
system has undgertaken to identify and punish
thosg rgsponsiblg for this criminal act.

On my behalf of my government, | thank gou
oneg again for your interest in Colombia. ..."

In rgsponsg to 8¢-256/01 regarding the attempted
killing of Vidal Tombo and two companions, the
Undgrsgeretary to the Pepartment of National

Pefense in the Philippings sent the following
commaunication to thg Sgergtary of the Interior
and lsocal Government who is regsponsiblg for the
Philippings National Police requesting an
immediate invgstigation into the incident:

REQUESTFOR—RELedse—OF R —alpndl.
REPFROM - AWFL- DETENTION:

This request was sent by the Prime Minister's
Seeretariat in Islamabad, Pakistan to The Chigf
Seeretary of the North West Frontier Provneg,
Pakistan gnclosing "..copigs of 12 petitions
recgived from various international agencigs and
othgrs addrgssed to theg Prime Minister on the
abovg subjeet. ..."

These petitions wereg sent to Pakistan
from UM writers in Germangy, the Netherlands,
Hustria, UR and Prancge in responsg to @3-234/0¢
concegrning the abduction of {Ibdul Rahim
Chinzai, a former segnior government official in
7fghanistan who lived as a refugee in Pegshawar,
Pakistan.
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SHBISSICS:

€mbassigs arg an important forum for conveyging {Imnesty's concerns about a particular caseg to the
relgvant government authoritigs in the target country. €ach U asks that participants sgnd a copy of their
appeal to the diplomatic regpregsentativgs of the target country in their own country. Participants in
countrigs wherg it is too gxpgnsive or too slow to sgnd appgals to governments in other countrigs should
not Igt this deter them from gffgetive participation in the Uf scheme. Consider sending your appeal dirget
to the egmbassy of the offending country in gour own country. {lltgrnatively, you could gven organizg a
demonstration outsidg the relgvant gmbassy highlighting the casgs of prisongrs who arg the subject of U
appeals. The following letters, recgived in Jung 1991 from the Turkish €mbassigs in l.ondon (UK) and Oslo
(Norwag) respeectively in rgsponsg to Uls issugd on that country, show that whategver the content of these
repligs a rgsponsg has been forthcoming and the contents of the original lgtters from U participants have
been passed on to the authoritigs in Turkey:

14 "In reference lo gour letter dated 3ist 14
Mag, permit me to mention that its contents are a
replica of those of 1Imnesty International. It has

"Our Embassy has been approached by
various members of 71Imnesty International
Norwegiarn Branch with claims of ill-treatment

been witnessed by our €mbassy that, various
institutions and individaals convey letters fo our
Embassy when they receive information about
an arrested person in Turkey, without
undertaking anyg investigation to assess whether
the allegations are serious enough to raise
concerns aboat the subject matter. Mind goa,
what 1imnesty says is not the word of the gospel.
They are as liable as angy of us to commilting
mistakes, innocently or with alterior motives.

Nevertheless, [ have conveged the
contents of goar letter to oar aathorities in
Turkeg for due consideration. You will be duly
informed when [ receive ang information about
the prosecution of the said individuals.”

concerning Turkish and/or Iranian citizens. 79/l
these allegations have been investigated by the
Turkish authoritics concerned. | am forwarding
the results of the these investigations for gour
information.

Farthermore in a recent cireular by the
of Justice fo Puablic

stipalating  elaborately
Turkey's international commitments concerning

Turkish  Ministry
Prosecutors,  after

huaman rights, it is instructed to precipitously
ingaire into and prosecute allegations of fortare
and ill-treatment, to hold medical examination of
suspects before and after guestioning and to
meticalously complyg with the provision allowing
suspects to gxercise their right of access to their
lawgers daring detention.”

In regsponsg to @g3-75/91, the South {frican €mbassy in Washington (US) writes:

"... Your concern for the safety of Reverend Mzamo Mathe is nofed and appreciated. The South ifrican
Government is deeply troubled by ang incident of intimidation or threats fo an individual’s safteq and will
do all within its power and limited resources to investigate such malters, and to deal with those responsible
within the realms of the law. ..."
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In rgsponsg to a spate of Ufls issugd on Uganda
garligr this gear, the €mbassy of the Republie of
Uganda in Gegrmany segnt this reply to several U
participants:

"We have been receiving letters from members
of Imngsty Infernational regarding cerfain
individaals under defention. Pug fo shortage of
manpower, we are uanable fo answer gach letter
individually. ..."

The letter gogs on to say that the
detgntions which took placg in Northgrn Uganda
arg being investigated, that the results of such
invgstigations will bg madg public and that some
army personngl in the Rumi/Soroti arga arg
alrgady in custody in relation to offences
committed.

The letter subsgquently closgs with the
following words:

".. We do work closely with 1imnesty
International and International ilert and do
take adviee from both Organisations. ..."

The content of this reply is similar to others
recgived from the Ugandan Government. They
quite consistently reply to {I's querigs or
conegrns, usually outlining what they arg trging
to do to improveg human rights.

The €mbassy of Sudan in Vignna (Hustria)
rgsponded to U appeals in the following way:

"The €Embassy of the Republic of the
Sudan presenis its compliments fo International
fImnesty - Vienna and has the honoar fo inform
that 11.€. the President of the Republic of the
Sudan announced the release of all political
detainees in prisons, and the sabjection of
faturg precautionary arrests fo judicial confrol
in accordance with the law. The release
egXlended to the former Prime Minister Mr. €1
dadig €1 Mahdi and the leader of the dissolved
Commanist Party Mr. Mohamed lbrahim Nugud.

.. The Embassy of the Repuablic of the
Sudan avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to International fImnesty the assuarances of its
highest consideration. ..."

Similar Igtters have been recgived by ¢l group
members from various dudangse €mbassigs and
Govegrnment officials sineg the ggngral amnesty
in pril 1991 all claiming that all political
prisongrs havg begen freed and that ngw political
arrgsts  will bg referred to the judiciarg.
Howgever, according to {l's information, at lgast
40 peoplg regmain in detgntion and new arrgsts
havg also begen madeg.

In responsg to 13 death segntencgs passed by Ruwait's Martial l.aw Courts between § and 17 Jung 1991, a U
was issugd urging the commutation of all 13 death sgntgnegs and the trials to beg halted until the
procgedings bg brought into ling with intgrnational standards. On 26 Jung 1991, a total of 29 dgath sentgnces
were commuted to lifg sgnteneegs by the Crown Prince, Shaikh Sa'ad al-fIbdallah {l-Sabah. The €mbassy
of Ruwait in lsondon (UR) madg the following rgsponsg to U appeals:

".. gou will be pleased to know that the Emir and the Martial baw Governor of Kuwaif have, once again,

exercised their powers of clemency.

This continugs the mercifal justice which has become the frademark of our ruler. ... ... In spife of
the anderstandable feelings and desire for revenge among our own citizens, Fawait continugs fo

dispense justice with fairness. ..."
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PRESS CUTTINGS:

On 31 July 1991, Yusuf Serhat Bucak, a lawyer and
proprigtor of the newspaper Ugni Ulke (New lsand)
was detaingd in the coursg of invgstigations under
the {Inti-Terror law into speechegs advocating
sgparatism, which hg was allgged to havg madge at
theg fungral of murdered politician and human
rights activist Vedat {dyd_n, on 10 July 1991.

The newspaper Yeni Ulke deals mainly with gvents
in southgastern Turkey wherg most of the Rurdish
minority live. Many editions of thg ngwspaper
havg bgegn confiscated on theg grounds that they
contain sgparatist propaganda, and 16 Iggal
procgedings have been initiated against the paper
sinceg {pril 1991.

n Urgent detion was issugd on his behalf on 31
July 1991. @€9-2683/919 On 7 Hugust 1991 he was
released by Pigarbak_r State Seearity Court. On
18 Hdugust 1991, Yeni Ulke published the following
message of thanks:

Govgrnment—replg—to—Imnesty—International
e § pehspi
@-72/99

The articlg reproduced below represents the first
public regsponsg from the {llbanian government to
appeals sgnt on behalf of an individual casg:

the government of theg autonomous region of Tibet, brought up the casg of lsobsang Tenzin [louosang Panzhen], a Tibetan student
sgntegneed to death for the allgged murder of a policeman during violgnt clashgs between degmonstrators and polieg at the climax
of the Mon lsam prager festival on 3 March 1988.

The interview contains the first public mention of dmnesty International by a segnior government official in the People's Republic
of China: ".. fiffer that sentence was passed, the 1Imnesty Infernational organization sent nearly 1,000 letlers to me ..."
lsobsang Tenzin's death sgntegnce was commuted garligr this year. (See-de-70/90-andfolow-aps)
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The casg of 12 young men sgntgnced to death in Nigeria in 1988 was highlighted in a recegnt issug of Newswateh, a

Niggeria ngws magazing (Jung 3, 1991). {see-84-320/90-andfollow-ups)

4

Slale flouse, Marina and Podan
Barracks, hkagos, are flooded with a
deluge of letters from the United States of
fImerica, Balgaria, Britain, Belgiam,
Poland, Sweden and France, arging
President [brahim Babangida and Raji
Rasaki, governor of kagos otale, o
intervene and save the lives of the boys. ...
The major grouse of the petitioners is the
death of Mobhammed [brahim while in
prison last Pecember.

1 am writing fo gxpress my concern over
the death in prison of Mohammed
lbrahim, one of the 12 goung pmen
sentenced to death in Jung 1988 and to
ask whether there has been an inquest
into the reasons for his death,” wrole
William J. Cromartig from Pomona, UST.

Anna Taommein and Sari Tuommein, both
from Finland, arged the government (o
ensare that the 'remaining Il prisoners
receeive  appropriate  natrition  and
medical treatment in conformity with the
lhnited Nations standard minimuam rules
for the

freatment of prisongrs.”

Some of the letters call for an independent
Judicial gxamination. Writes Till Soeling
Jfrom Germang: "In view of the lack of angy
right of judicial review by a higher coart,
[ urge that an independent jadicial
gxamination be madg in this case.”

Some of the petitioners expressed
outrage: "I consider this penalty a
particalarly  cruel,  inhaman  and
degrading punishment and opposg it in
all casgs. 1Ind this in particalar fo
people as goung as 14, who cannot
realise the consequences of their
actions,”" Brita Werner, a member of
Amnesty International from Sweden wrofte.

Others wrote fo say the trial was anfair,
especially on persons considered to be
minors alt the time of the offence. 'On this
basis,” said Magreth Slevenson from
Canada, 'l appeal to gou to use gour
power and influgnce in this matter.”

The 12, ong of whom was under 18 when arrgsted, were sentgnced to degath in Jung 1988 by the Robbery and Firgarms
Tribanal in Ikgja, l.agos State, after being convicted of armed robbery. Their trial was marked by a serigs of
procgdural irrggalaritigs, and their caseg provoked protegsts both within and outside Nigeria.

Mohammed Ibrahim, ong of the 12, digd in prison on 24 ®gegmber 1990 from pulmonary tubereculosis, appargntly
as a regsult of medical ngglect.

Wmnesty Intgrnational regmains conegrngd that the gxecutions of the remaining 11 men could still take place.
Colongl Raji Rasaki, Military Governor of lagos State, announced on 26 July 1990 that he would not commute the
death sgntegnegs imposed on the 12 men.
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On 25 {pril 1991, we issued a further information to @¢-#2/9¢ - Indongsia, on behalf of Kamjai Rhong Thavorn, a
33-year-old Thai sgaman sgntgneed to death for drug-smuggling in Pecgmber 1987.

s a result of UY appeals, the following text appeared on GregnNet, an intgrnational glgetronic negtwork which
transmits ngws on human rights and gnvironmental issugs to subscribers around the world:

U participants were asked to sgnd their appeals

to several ngwspapers and journals in Indongsia.

The letter opposite was ong of several printed

as a rgsult in the Jakarta Post urging that the
gxreeution of Ramjai Rhing Thavorn not be carried out:
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George Molaioa, Henry Molgme, Tsidiso Ntaopang and Solomon Rasgmi were arrgsted on 30 Peegmber 1990 and
detaingd undgr the terms of Seetion 50 of the Intgrnal Seeurity det.  Three of them went on hunger-strike the same
day in protest against their detention. In Urgent etion was issugd on their behalf on 9 January 1991 EL-03/99.
The men were relgased unconditionally on 11 January 1991.

The following reports appeared in the Cape Times and Wggnce Prance Presse immediately following their release:

"POLICE RELEHSE POUR PEOPLE YFTER INTERVENTION BY (AMNESTY INTERNHUTION L

Johanngsburg, 11 Jan [1991] ((AFP) - Four detainggs in Klegrksdorp Prison (situated 130 Km southwest of
Johanngsburg), threg of whom had bgen on hunger-strike for the past thirteen days, were relgased on Fridag
following intgrvgntion by {dmngsty Intgrnational, their lawger Satish Roopa announeed.

On Wednesday, Imnesty International announced that it was urging President ®e¢ Rlerk to release
Solomon Rasemeni, George Molaioa, Tsediso Ntaopang and tgnry Molegme, detaingd under the terms of Segetion 50
of the Internal Sgcurity {et which providegs for detention without charge for up to 14 days. The hunger-strikers
demandged to be charged or relgased.

The four men arg all sgnior office-beargrs of the Jouberton Civie {Issociation, Klgrksdorp, and were
detaingd in conngction with the organizing of rent bogcotts and campaigns to foreg local black government officials
to resign. Mr Molgme had been admitted to hospital on Sundag in a critical condition."
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John Tsakani Chauke, scheduled to be gxecuted on 31 January 1991 in thg nominally~-indgpendent "homeland" of
Venda (South {frica), was granted a reprigve only hours beforg his grecution was dug to take placeg. John TsaRani
Chauke was the subject of TlsX 03/91, issued on 30 January 1991, along with Nkhumeleni Mulaudzi, Ralson Mulaudzi
and Pavid Matodzi Rgmbuluwani. The latter 3 men had their death sgntences commuted to life imprisonment on 30
January 1991.

In regsponsg to HE€—499/90, concerning the
aftempted abduction of Ixel Mgjia, a street
gducator with Covgnant House (Casa flianza), the
article opposite appgaregd in Pregnsa libra, a
national dailg ngwspaper in Guatgmala:

Franz J. flucklgnbruech from Gegrmany has urged
the govegrnment of Jorge {Intonio Sgrrano €lias to
protect the life of {Ixel Mgjia who has reegived
threats bgeause of his work as a street educator
for Casa flianza. The plga was sgnt by fax to the
Guatgmalan government. Copigs werg sent to the
Minister of the Interior, Lic. Fernando Hurtado
Prem; to the Procurator Genegral, eisclo
Valladares; to the flgad of the National Policg,
Colongl Julio €nriqueg Paiz Bolafios, and to Casa
Hlianza.

The fax containgd the following message: 'On 50

pril, 7ixel Mejia was threatened. Tle is emploged

as a sireet educator with Casa flianza and is the

principal witness to an attack on street children by

members of SIPROCI which occurred on 7

November. On 4 Pecember armed men Iried (o

abduct him" tig

adds: 7T am concerned by this series of attacks against Tixel Mejia. [ arge that he be protected; that the threats be
investigated and that those found to be responsible be brought to justice”. In concluding, he statgs that "{Ixel Mejia
and all thosg who work with street children requirg protection”.
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Bruceg Harris, executive dirgetor for
lsatin merica of Covgnant House,
which works for street childregn in
GQuatgmala, presents a plaque to {l on
their behalf.

"l carry the voice of the street children
of Guatemala to thank I for all that
gou have been doing to help them -
The kids never ever believed they had
rights ... 9l has moved moauntains ..."

s hild N e Lépez,
aged 13, was attacked by four
policgmen on 4 Mareh 1990 as he was
sniffing glug with other street children
in central Guatgmala Citg.
€ventually taken to hospital in a coma
he was identified therg by a staff
member of Covenant House (Casa
dlianza), an aggncy that helps stregt
childrgn. Nahamén digd on 14 March
1990 of multiplg injurigs including a
ruptared liver, sgverg bruising to the
megmbrang gnclosing thg abdominal
and pelvie cavitigs, six fractured ribs,
two broken fingers and segvere
bruising to sgventy per cent of his
bodg.

In Jung 1990, four policgmen werg

arregsted. following Nahamaén's

death, a numbger of his friends and

witngssgs to the attack were subjected

to threats, intimidation and bgatings.

Peede29-490-andfoHlow-ups)

Urgent fetion participants wereg asked to appeal for guarantggs for the security of Nahamén's frignds and the
witngssgs to the attack on him, and that thosg rgsponsiblg for his death bg brought to justicg.

In Mareh 1991, the four police officers who were accused of Killing Nahamén Carmona lsdpez were brought to trial
and sentgnced to prison terms of between 10 and 15 years. However, on 19 July 1991, thesg sentgncgs werg
overtarned by the Third Chamber of the Wppeals Court Sala Tercera de la Corte de Ipelacionegs) on technical
grounds. {1 transcript of the sgntgncg madg availablg to dmngsty Intgrnational indicates that the annulment of the
sgntgnegs was dug to "theg violation of ... gssential formalitigs in the procgedings” (la violacidn dg ... formalidades
gseneialgs del proegso) which, in the Court's vigw, gave grounds for the annalment of the sentenegs. The transeript
statgs that in thg order initiating eriminal proegdures, the hour indicated for the Killing of Nahamén was 2.30 a.m.,
whilg it had begn gstablished that the killing had taken placeg at 0.20 a.m. on 4 March 1990. The segntencing judge
was imposed a fing of 20 Quetzalgs (US$ 4.00). {Jecording to the information made availablg to {Imngsty
Intgrnational, the charges against the policemen still apply, and a retrial has been ordered by the dppeals Court.
The policgmen rgmain in jail, pending the re-trial.

The following articlg appeared in the German press as a result of publicity gengrated from this U:
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The caption reads:

Police Officers convicted of
murder of street child.
Guatemala City. [AP]

and the text follows:

Four police officers were
yesterday sentenced to up to 15
years' imprisonment for the
murder of a homeless boy. They
were found guilty of beating
13-year-old Nahaman Carmona
Lopez to death on 14 March 1990.
Killings of street children are very
common in Guatemala. A social
worker who at times had looked
after the boy and had initiated
proceedings said that Nahaman
had died in hospital ten days after
being attacked by the police
officers. He had suffered a
ruptured liver, brain damage,
head injuries, numerous fractures
and a laceration on his back.
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is bullgtin may wish to continug sending appeals to the President of

Urgent fetion participants reegiving th
GQuatgmala:

¢
Nahamén dug apparently to a procgdural grror, and that the Court of fippeal has ordered a re-trial;

noting the reeegnt annulment of the sgntgnegs imposed on the four poliegmen found guilty of the murder of

¢ stating that Imngsty International is continuing to closely monitor the casg and urging that those
rgsponsiblg for the murder of Nahamén Carmona lsépez beg brought to justice.

PPedlsTO: S.€. Jorge Serrano Clias [Salutation: €xeglgntisimo Sr. Presidente]
Presidente de la Repdblica dg Guategmala
Palacio Nacional, Guatgmala, GUATEM Al
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