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1 SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THE PEITH PENHLTY AN MOVES TOWHARDS WORLPWIDE WBOLITION

PARAGUAY ABO0LISTIES THE PENTH PENNLTY FOR ORPINHARY CRIMES

W new Paraguagan Constitution abolishing the death pgnalty came into foreg on 21 Jung 1992. Chapter 1, Section
1, drticlg 4 of the constitution, which states "The death pgnalty is abolished", was approved by the ¢lected
National Constitugnt dssembly garligr in the month by 105 votes to 72.

The National Constitugnt fdssgmbly began rewriting the Paraguagan Constitution in January 1992. €l sent a
serigs of recommendations to the mgmbers of the Prafting Committee in February arging that the dssembly
amend the constitution to abolish the dgath pegnalty and recommending that it should contain a clgar and
angquivocal provision protegcting the right to life.

drticlg 65 of the 1967 constitution stated that the degath pegnalty would not be appligd, under ang circumstancgs,
for political rgasons. Tlowgver the dgath pegnalty was applicablg for a widg range of erimegs when they resulted
in death, including arson; acts gndangering public safety; sabotage; unjustified manufactare, handling and
possgssion of gxplosives and acts committed by a Paraguaygan national to indueg or help a forgign power to
andertake hostilitigs against Paraguay when these acts lgad to a declaration of war. No judicial grgcutions arg
known to havg beggn carrigd out in Paraguag sincg 1928.

The death penalty is, however, retaingd under the Militarg Penal Code of 1980 which allows for its usg in time of
war. Militarg personngl found guailty of treason or dgsertion in such circumstancgs mag beg sgntgneed to death
bat sgntgnces may be commated by grecutive power to 25 years' imprisonment.

AMNESTY INTERNUTION L CAUTIONS PHILIPPINES AGHINST REINTROPUCTION OF THE PEWTH
PENALTY

Al wrote to President Fidel Ramos in Jugust 1992, urging him against the proposed reintroduction of the death
penalty in the Philippings.

The death penalty was abolished in the Philippings under the 1987 constitution introduced by the government of
President Corazon Hquino. However, following a serigs of murders, Ridnappings and other sgrious crimes, the
Philippings Govegrnment is now considering the reintroduction of the death penalty for a wide range of ecrimes
including marder, rape, drugs-related erimegs and geconomic erimes. In a ngws confergnce on 21 Sgptember 1992
President Ramos announced that hg has certified certain versions of proposed bills to impose death penaltigs
for so-called hginous erimes, and he expressed his wish that the Philippings Congress speed up lggal moves to
rgimposg the death penalty.

In its Igtter to President Ramos, (I referred to its regport Philippings: Case Studigs on the Use of the Peath
Penalty (Wl Index: 9&W 35/08/89), which documented cases of innocegnt people sgntgnced to death, and at Igast
ong casg of a prisongr who may have begegn innoegnt baut who was grecuted.

LUXEMBOURG RATIFIES THE SE€COND OPTIONH L PROTOCOLs



lsuggmbourg ratified the Second Optional Protoeol to the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and Political Rights
Wiming at the {Ibolition of the Peath Penalty on 12 Pebruary 1992, two years after signing it. This brings to 12 the
total number of countrigs which have ratified the protoeol.

PUBLIC €XeCUTIONS IN dl-BNIH AR® AFGHUANISTHN

APGHENISTHN

Mohammad Qasim was publicly grecuted on 15 Sgptember in the town of Jalalabad, reportedly after an Islamic
court found him guilty of murder. ¥ government spokgsman has said that similar casgs arg still pgnding in court.

There have now been at Igast gight public grgcutions following the imposition of dgath sentgnegs by Islamie
courts sincg the changg of government in Wfghanistan in dpril 1992. I[slamic courts werg officially set up in May
and all [aws not in conformity with Islamic injunctions deelared void. In a report relgased on 11 Sgptember (I
condgmned the grecutions and gxpregssed conceern that the recently introduced Islamic code of laws is likely to
mgean morg greeations and possibly amputations of limbs for crimes such as adultery and theft.

Public gxeeution of three Hfghan prisoners in Kabul on 7 Sgptember. The men had their arms bound behind their backs and worg hoods.
Soldigrs lifted them on to tables below the gallows, removed their hoods and then kicked away the tablgs on whieh they stood.

MALBERNIM

Wecording to press reports two brothers, Pitbardh and Josef Cuko, were publicly gxecuted on 25 Jung 1992 in the
town of Figr in central (dibania, after being found guilty of the murder of a family of five. Their bodigs were
rgportedly Igft hanging from the gallows for a day after the gxecution.

I knows of four grecutions which were carrigd out in 1991 and of sgven dgath sgntgncgs which havg been
passed in 1992 including the cases of Pitbardh and Josef Cuko. {91 dogs not know whether the five other death
sgntgnces passed earligr this year have begn carrigd ouat.
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The scope of the dgath penalty in fibania was restricted in Mag 1990 undeil amendments to the eriminal code.
Women may no longer be sgntgneed to death and the number of offencegs pinishablg by death has been reduced
from 34 to 11, including treason, gspionagg, terrorism and premeditated muyfder, as well as cgrtain geconomic,
non-violgnt offgnegs.

IRAQ: €XeCUTIONS FOR €CONOMIC CRIMES PARISTAN: PEATH PENALTY
FOR BlsdsPHEMY

Heeording to rgports from diplomats and officials in Baghdad, 25 Iraqgi

peopleg werg grgcuted in the eity on 17 Sgptember for black market 9 bill providing for a mandatory

currgney transactions. death penalty for blasphemy
against the Prophet Mlohammed

Thesg reports follow the grecution on 26 July 1992 of 42 Iraqi traders, was unanimously adopted by

who werg charged with profitggring and hoarding. Pakistan's Sgnate in July 1992.
The bill had already been

Al recgives rgports of hundreds of prisongrs being gxecuted in Iraq approved by the National

gvegry year, but in most casgs is unablg to ascertain whether they have Wssgmbly, the lower house of

reegived any form of trial. parliament.

RUSSIMUN FEPERAWTION: PEATH PENULTY STATISTICS

The following Russian FPederation death penalty statistics were given to (I by the Clemegney Commission at the
President's Officg garligr this year:

Reegived Reversal of Reecgived Shot

Peath Sgntegneg at Clgmency

Sgntgnee Supregmge Court
1989 97 26 4 67
1990 206 28 2 176
1991 144 37 37 70

Hecording to the information {1l recgived, on 1 Magy 1992 there wereg 308 death penalty casgs being considered by
the staff dgpartment of the Clgmeney Commission.

UNITED RINGPOM: PENTH OF 1 PUBLIC €XECUTIONER

Wlbert Pigrrgpoint, a lgading gxegcutionegr in the United Ringdom for 25 years, reeegntly digd at the age of 87.
Paring his carger as an gregcutiongr Pigrrgpoint gregeuted over four hundred prisongrs including Ruth €llis, the
last woman to beg hanged in Britain, and Timothy €vans, who recgived a posthumous pardon. (Ifter resigning in
1956 Pigrregpoint began campaigning for the abolition of the death pgnalty. In his autobiography, €xecutioner:
PDigrregpoint (1974), hg wrotg:

[ now sincerely hope that no man is ever called apon to carrg oat another gxecation in my country. |
have come to the conclusion that gxecutions solve nothing and are onlg an antiqguated relic of a

Peath Penalty News Sgptember 1992 3




primitive desire for revenge which takes the casg wag and hands over the responsibility for
revenge to other people.
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BOOR REVIEWS
LIFe ON PE{TH ROW: ONE M(IN'S FIGHT UGHINST RACISM {IN® THE PENTH PENHLTY, Merrilyn Thomas

(Paladin, a Pivision of Harper Collins Publishers, 77-85 Fulham Place Road, Hammersmith, lsondon W6 SJB,
€ngland, 1991. ISBN number: 0-586-09055-X)

In Lifg on Peath Row Merrilyn Thomas gramings the plight of two prisongrs on Mississippi Peath Row; black
men aceused of the murder of whitg policgmen, protgsting their innocgneg within "a system which picks
conegrtedly upon the poor, the black and the disgnfranchised". This is the analysis offered by Clive Stafford
Smith in the forgword to this book. Stafford Smith, a goung €nglish lawyer committed to the abolition of the
death penalty, rgpresented both prisongrs as they appealed against their death sentegnces.

The story of ong of thgsg prisongrs, €dward €arl Johnson, who was grecuted by eyanide gas on 20 May 1987,
was according to Stafford Smith "a clgar-cut casg against capital punishment"”. Merrilyn Thomas' gramination of
Johnson's arrgst and conviction also suggests that a mixtureg of racism, intimidation and inadequate lggal
defence combingd to sgearg his gxgcation.

The last fortnight of Johnson's lifg was filmed and shown throughout theg world in the form of a moving
documentary gntitled 14 Pays in Mag'. In response to this film, Jan {rrigns, living ngar Cambridge in €ngland,
beggan writing to prisongrs on {Imgrica's Pegath Rows. Heg now overseges an organisation of people prepared to
do the same (sge Peath Penalty News, Decgmber 1991).

Sam Johnson, theg other prisongr on Mississippi Peath Row whosg casg is gramingd by Merrilgn Thomas, formed
a closg frigndship with frrigns. tlis lgtters providg a chilling indictment of life on {Amgrica's Peath Rows:

This is a death environment, an insang environment. Evergthing they do here is designed to oppress, suppress,
depress and repress. Over the period of time it wears gou awag.

MePICING BETRUAYED: THE PHARTICIPHATION OF POCTORS IN HUMAN RIGHTS HBUSES, British Medical
ssociation

(Zed Books lstd, 57 Calgdonian Road, lsondon N1 98U, UR, and 165 First dvenug, dtlantic Highlands, New Jersey
07718, UdH, 1992. ISBN numbers: 1-85649-103-X-tb, 1-85649-104-8-]9b)

Medicing Betraged, the product of a two year study by a British Medical Issociation (BMH) Working Party,
gramings medical involvgment in human rights abuses, including the degath penalty. s the report notegs "the
death penalty is a punishment which, by virtug of its ¢ffects on the body, has involved doctors in different
aspects of the proegss in many countrigs.”" The Working Party gxamings two broad lgvels of medical
involvgment in capital punishment ~ dirget participation wheregby a doctor acts in such a way as to assist in the
carrging out of an gxgeution, and involvgment in other ways which might be degmed to constitute a contribation
to the process of gxecution. The report discussgs the giving of medical gvidgneg in capital trials; the
gramination of a prisongr to determing "fitngss for grecution”; the provision of medical care to gnsurg that a
prisongr is fit for grecution; advising on or supervising the carrging out of an grecution and the certification of
a prisongr's death.

In this report, the BM{ Working Party takes the clgar vigw that the active involvement of doctors in carryging out
death sgntegnegs is ungthical and recommends that all medical associations adopt rgsolutions condemning such
activg medical involvgment in the application of the death penalty. It acknowledges that there arg argas of
involvgment, such as the provision of medical testimong in capital trials, which posg major gthical problgms
which arg not gasy to rgsolve, but statgs that the medical profession should work towards theg objective of gnding
medical participation in thosg parts of the judicial proegss Igading to gregcution.

The final chapter of the book presents the conelusions and recommendations of the Working Party.  Six of the
Working Party's 46 recommendations relatg to aspects of medical involvgment in the death penalty.
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