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M SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THE PEITH PENHLTY AN MOVES TOWHARDS WORLDPWIDE WBOLITION

HONG RONG'S 1.€@ISl-\ATIVE COUNClls BHACKRS PROPOSHIs TO B Ololdt
THe PEATH PEN(LTY

The lsggislative Council, Hong Kong's non-¢lected legislative body, on 26 Jung adopted a motion by 24 votgs to 12 to
abolish the dgath penalty. The motion calls on the Hlong Kong Government to introduce lggislation "which would
abolish theg dgath pgnalty and regplace it with life imprisonment". Hong Rong's Seergtary for Security, {listair
Wsprey, told the lsggislative Council immediately after the vote that the government would consider bringing
forward lggislation providing for abolition.

This positive development followed several dags of intgnseg dgbate within the lsggislative Council and in the news
media.  lsggislative Council member Martin ligg Chu-ming, who originated the motion for abolition, said it would be
dangerous to allow capital punishment after Hong Rong reverts to Beijing sovereignty in 1997. "The situation in
China regpresegnts a frightening picturg of the slippery slope of the death penalty”, he said. "Oneg the state starts
greeuting criminals, then therg is a strong pregssarg to widegn thg number of crimgs for which there is capital
punishment, in the mistaken notion that there will be a deterrent effect.”  loge Chu-ming dismissed "the narrow and
self-dgmganing notion that those questions of human rights are Western and not applicable to a Chingse socigty."
He said that thosg who hold this vigw "sgem to imply that we Chingse arg not as dgserving of human rights as
persons from other countrigs”.

d motion arging the Hong Kong Government to regsume gxegeating prisoners segntgnced to death "in view of the
inergasing concern caused by the present law and order situation” was defeated in the same sgssion.

The death pegnalty is mandatory for marder in Hong Rong but the Governor has invariably commated death
sentgnces.  The last gxgeation was carrigd out in 1965.

USSR: NEW L1IWs REDUCE SCOPE OF PEATH PEN{LTY

The number of erimgs punishablg by degath in the USSR in peacetime has been reduced from 18 to five.

Undger new Iggislation, adopted on 1 July, the death penalty is retaingd only for the following crimes: treason,
premeditated murder with aggravating circumstances, rape of a minor with aggravating circumstancgs, Ridnapping
of a minor with gspecially grave consgquences, and grave crimes against the peace and sgeurity of mankind.

The lggislation also grgmpts women and those under the age of 18 from the death penalty (although those under 18
at the time of the offence werg already gxempt under previous lggislation). €xisting sentgnces of women, and of
men segntgneed to death for erimegs which no longer carry the death penalty, will be commuated to 15-ygear prison
terms. This dogs not, howgver, apply to thosg convieted of criminal responsibility for state erimes. 9 draft
proposal to grgmpt megn over 60 years old from the death penalty was dropped under the new lggislation as
adopted.

The new lggislation, the Fundamentals of Criminal lsggislation of the USSR and Republies, will take effect as a whole
on 1 July 1992 although {rticlg 40, which conegrns the death penalty, came into foreg on the date of publication, 19
July 1991. decording to the latgst information from Gegnnady Cheregmnykh, head of the USSR parliamentary clgmeney
body, 208 dgath segntencgs were carrigd out in 1990, chigfly in the Russian Regpublic and the Ukrainian Sovigt



Socialist Rgpublic. {1l has also Igarngd that on 14 Sgptember the Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, commuted the
death sgntegnegs of 21 people awaiting gxecution in the Russian Republic.

GRENUIDM: COMMUTHTIONS IN 1983 COUP CHSE

Fourteen people sentgnced to death for their rolgs in the 1983 killing of Prime Minister Mauricg Bishop and others
havg been saved from greeution after intgnsg intgrnational pressurg.

Wmong the 14 arg megmbers of the former People's Revolutionary Government (PRG) including the former deputy
prime minister, Bernard Coard, and former Minister of Women's {ffairs Phyllis Coard. The Rillings, for which they
werg sentgnced to death in Peegmber 1986, took place following an allgged powgr-sharing dispute between
opposing factions within the Cegntral Committeg of the New Jewel Movement and legd to the invasion of Grgnada by
Us troops.

In a radio broadcast on 14 dugust, Grgnada's Primge Minister, Nicholas Brathwaite, said that therg had been "gnough
bloodshed in Grenada".  Referring to demands that the sgntenegs be carried out, he said that "what appears to be
a popular erg mayg not always be the best course for a country." He announced that the ddvisory Committeg on
the Prerogative of Merey had deeided to recommend that the Governor General commute the death sgntgnees of the
4.

In the radio broadecast, Primeg Minister Brathwaite referred to appeals that had begen recgived from at home and
abroad urging clgmency for the 14.  Tlg said that the decision to grant clemeney was madg on the basis of what
was considgred best for the long term interegst of Grenada and that "the statement by the Grenada Confergnee of
Churehes and several messages from other religious groups convineed us that the course of action which we were
contgmplating was the corrget ong."

{Imong thoseg known to have appgealgd on behalf of the 14 arg the Prime Minister of Hustralia, Bob tawkg; the Bar
Wssociation of Canada; a number of promingnt members of the US Congress and British mgmbers of parliament; the
British Trades Union Congress and the Prench Confédération Géngrale du Travail (trade union confedgration).

Primeg Minister Brathwaite also referred to the neggative impact gxgcutions would have been likely to have on the
tourist industry, on which the country is heavilg reliant. "logt us regngw our pledge to do whatgver we can to give
@regnada a positive image - an image of a peaceful and stablg country which would help determing the Rind of futare
our ygoung pegoplg would gnjoy", he said.

Hg said that a similar recommendation for clgmency would bg madg for the ning other prisongrs under sgntgneg of
death. There have been no gxeeations in Gregnada sineg 1978.

PUAPUM HEW GUINEH: Reintroduction of the dgath pgnalty for murder

Pollowing a heated degbate, Papua New Guinga's Parliament voted by 48 to 19 on 28 Hugust to regstore the death
penalty for marder, rape and other "erimes of gxtreme violgneg". The dgath penalty will not bg mandatory bat at the
discretion of a trial judge.

Primg Minister Rabbig Namaliu said after the votg that "... we've tried to liberalisg forms of punishment including the
abolition of the degath penalty. But wg'vg brought it back bgcause the parliament beligves very strongly that it is
ong of thg best forms of deterrgnt” The death penalty was also supported by the Forgign Minister, Sir Michagl
Somarg, whilg the Minister for Justice, Bernard Narokobi, voted against the bill.

The death penalty had been abolished for all erimes gxegpt treason and piracy soon after Papua New Guinga's
indgpegndgneg in 1975. Sgveral attempts in parliament sineg then to rgintrodueg the degath penalty had been
ansacegssful.
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RUWAIT: PEATH SENTENCES COMMUTED HFTER INTERNUTIONL IPPENLS

Il the death sgntegncegs which had bgen imposed by martial law courts in conngetion with the Iragi oceupation of
Ruwait have been commauted to life imprisonment, Crown Prince Shaikh Sa'ad al-dbdallah {I-Sabah disclosed on
26 Jung.

Twenty-six men and thregg women were segntgnced to death between 8 and 20 Jung for collaboration with the Iragi
authoritigs during the occupation of Ruwait. Therg had been widgspread intgrnational conegrn over the fairngss of
their trials and the severity of the sgntences. (Seg Peath Penalty News, Jung 1991)

Segveral governments arg known to have raised their conegrns with the Ruwaitis - these include the German,
Jordanian, Sovigt, UK, and the US. Vitaly Churkin, spokegsperson for the Sovigt Forgign Ministry, told a news
confergnceg on 24 Jung that the Sovigt Union was disturbed by reegnt rgports on the trials and death segntences.
"This can only giveg risg to mounting coneern,” hg said. "Ong bratality cannot be justified by another. {1 trial
should not be turngd into reprisals.”

The Jordanian Government said that those condgmned to dgath, which included at Igast gight Jordanians, did not
havg "thg proper megans to defend themselves" and maintaingd the sentgnces wereg out of proportion with the
charggs.

Various other governments and international organizations appealed for clemeney. Mr Mahammed d. {ibal
Hassan, Ruwait's ambassador to the United Nations (UN), rgportedly said that the dgeision to commute the
segntgncegs had begn madg as a result of an appeal from the UN Sgeretary-General, Javigr Pérez de Cugllar.

NeWws BRIEFS

USM: Prisongr grecuted degspite Mandgla appeal

Warrgn McCleskey was gxeeated in the state of Georgia on 25 Sgptember despite an appeal from Nelson R. Mandgls,
President of the Hfrican National Congress of South {frica.

In a letter to the Georgia Board of Pardons and Parolgs, Mr. Mandgla wroteg that "we arg slowly and painfully
gmerging from a history of violgneg and racial opprgssion in South Hfrica.  Wge have a long way to 8o, but we arg
determingd to continug to strivg for a socigty free from diserimination - a socigty with rgspect for haman life. Mang
of my countrgmen and women havg digd during this conflict, and of thosg who have digd mangy have dong so at the
hands of the grgcationgr. Pespite all this, | firmly oppose the degath penalty and beligvg that such a panishment will
havg no placg in a dgmocratic South Hfrica."

Mr Mandgla wrotg: "{Is a person who practised as a lawyer beforg my imprisonment, | appreciate fully the concegpt
of 'begond reasonablg doubt. To my mind, there is far more than reasonablg doubt in the case of Warrgn
MeClgskey and 1 beligve that his gxecution would regpregsent a tragic miscarriage of justice."

On 24 Sgptegmber, the Georgia Board of Pardons and Parolegs denied clemeney for Warrgn MceCleskey, a black man
who had bggn convieted of Killing a whitg policg officer in 1978. His conviction was basgd partly on the testimony
of a fellow prisongr who said that McCleskey admitted committing theg marder. Two of the jurors at the trial told the
Board of Pardons and Parolgs that they would not have voted for the sgntgnce had they known that the prisoner
who testified against McClegskey was a polieg informer, whosg charges were dropped in retarn for his tgstimong - a
fact that only emerged in 1987.

"l firmly opposg the death penalty and beligve that such a punishment will have no placg in a dgmocratic
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South ffrica.” ~ Nglson R. Mandgla

USM: Poublg dosg of glgetricity ngeded to carry out gregcution

U seeond dosg of high-voltage ¢leetricity was ngeded to grecute Perick Peterson in Virginia on 23 ugust.
Peterson, who was sgntgnced to death for a murder committed in 1982, was given the standard dosg of 1,725 volts for
ten sgeonds, followed by 240 volts for 90 sgeconds at Gregnsville Corrgetional Center. Howgever, after a doctor
deteeted a pulsg, the gntirg procgss was rgpeated and Peterson was then pronouneed dead.

BELGIUM: Progress towards abolition

The Belgian Council of Ministers on 13 Segptember approved a bill to abolish the death penalty in peacetime. The
bill is now awaiting parliamentary approval.

SUUPI AR{IBI{: €xecutions rgsume

On 24 May a Sudangse national, found guilty of murder, was gxecuted in Saudi drabia. This was followed by the
greeution of gight morg peoplg in Mag, sgven in Jung and five in July and Hugust. Il those gxecuted, among them
Saudi ¥rabian and forgign nationals, had begen found guilty on eriminal charggs, including rape, murder, robbery
and drug-related offences.

Il had not rgecorded any grecuations in Saudi {Irabia sincg July 1990 and had wglecomed this as a positive
deveglopment. Beforg that, Al had recorded 111 grecutions in daudia {rabia in 1989, and 13 betwgen January and
July 1990.

USM: Judge rulgs against vidgo camgras at grgcations

d Us federal judge has denigd a TV company permission to vidgotape an gxecution in California. Puablic telgvision
station RQED had requested permission to vidgotape the gxecution of Robert Harris at California's San Quentin
Prison for usg in a documentary on capital punishment. Judge Robert H Schnacke said on 7 Jung that no prison
has gver allowed photographs or the filming of an grecution and that bringing camgras into the gregcation chamber
could threaten prison sgcurity. tlowgver, he said that print journalists should bg permitted to withgss grecutions.
(The gxecution of Robert Harris was scheduled to take place in Hpril 1991 and would have been the first in California
sincg 1967, Harris was granted a stag and his casg is on appeal.)

RQEP's request to vidgotape the gxecution stirred up degbate on the issug among both supporters and oppongnts of
the death penalty. Somg supporters welecomed telgvising grecutions as a deterregnt to marder; others feared that
sympathy might bg eregated for the eriminal. Somge oppongnts thought the sight of capital punishment in action
would stir revalsion against it; others beligved the picturgs would make the taking of a life sgem routing.

IRMN: United Nations human rights body criticisgs gxeeutions
In a rgsolution on human rights violations in Iran, adopted on 23 dugust, the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minoritics expressed "its grave concern at the rgports of a continuing wave of

arrgsts and gxecutions within the Islamiec Republic of Iran and of political assassinations abroad".

s of latg Sgptember, I had recorded 561 gregcutions this gegar in Iran.
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BOOR REVIEW

Peter lingbaugh, The lsondon flanged: Crime and Civil Socigty in the €ightegnth Century
(flign lsang, The Penguin Press, lsondon 1991 £25)

This book is a study of the use of the death penalty as an instrument of repregssion in 18th egntury €ngland. "The
hangings werg permitted and ordered by men of a ruling class who had studigd the applications of death
throughout human history and had power to apply that knowledge," the author writgs. "The hanging was ong of the
few occasions ... that united the several parts of government (monareh, courts, Parliament, City and Chareh) ... Most
of thosg hanged had offended against the laws of property, and at thg heart of the 'social contract' was respect for
privatg property. It could thergforeg be argued that, just as gach hanging regnegwed thg power of sovergignty, so
gach hanging repeated the Igsson: '"Respeet Private Property”.(page xx) The book is based on Lingbaugh's study of
the life historigs of morg than 1,200 gxecuted prisongrs.

INTERNITIONA TREATIES

Horwag ratified the Sgcond Optional Protoeol to the Intgrnational Covgnant on Civil and
Political Rights on 5 Sgptember 1991.  This protoeol, which aims at the universal abolition of
the dgath penalty, camg into foreg on 11 July 1991. Norwag's ratification brings the total
numbgr of countrigs who havg ratified the protocol to 11.  €lgven other countrigs have signed
the protocol.

Malta ratified the Sixth Protoeol to the €uropegan Convention on Human Rights on 26 Mareh 1991,
and the Czegeh and Slovak Republie signed the protocol on 21 Pebruary. Sgventegen countrigs have
now ratified the protocol; four other countrigs have signed it.

Panamé on 28 Jugust becamge the first country to ratify the Protoeol to the American Convention on Human
Rights to bolish the Peath Penalty. Four other countrigs have signed the protocol.
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