
16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM
AGAINST GENDER VIOLENCE
25 NOVEMBER – 10 DECEMBER 2012

STOP THE ARMS TRADE 
FROM FUELLING 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
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Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

PLEASE DETACH POSTCARD AND KEEP THIS SECTION



Image: A 15-year-old rape victim in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo, March 2011.
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FIND OUT MORE AND
GET INVOLVED AT
AMNESTY.ORG/16DAYS

Worldwide, countless women and girls have been subjected to sexual violence
during armed conflicts, gun violence and repression. Targeted simply because of
their gender, they have been harassed, beaten, raped and otherwise sexually
abused by members of armed groups, militias, paramilitaries and security forces.
States themselves are often among the perpetrators of such abuses.

Irresponsible arms trading has fuelled gender-based violence inside and outside
conflict zones and this is one reason that Amnesty International has campaigned so
vigorously for an Arms Trade Treaty that protects human rights.

Our 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence campaign runs from 25 November
(International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women) until 10
December (Human Rights Day) because gender-based violence is an international
human rights violation. 
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Dear Minister of Foreign Affairs,

The irresponsible transfer of weaponry, munitions and military
equipment across borders has resulted in the loss of millions
of lives and fuelled gender-based violence inside and outside
conflict zones globally. 

Amnesty International is calling for an Arms Trade Treaty
robust enough to prevent these abuses. However, Article 4.6 of
the draft text, which explicitly refers to gender-based violence,
only requires states to ‘consider’ taking measures to prevent
arms transfers from facilitating such abuses. 

I urge you to strengthen the treaty’s language so that states
are required to take all practical measures to ensure that their
weapons are never used to perpetrate or facilitate acts of
gender-based violence.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Country:

Tell the Minister of Foreign Affairs
in your country to take action. 
Sign and send the postcard below.


