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The Purposes of the United Nations are

to achieve international co-operation in
solving international problems of an

The Strugele for Hum: | economic, socl?l,cultural, or humanitarian

ggle for Human Rights character, and in promoting and
* encouraging
Universal Declaration of Human Rights respect for human rights and for fundamental
e freedoms for all without distinction

The International Covenants on Human Rights and as to race, sex, language or religion.

Optional Protocol Charter of the United Natlons
Article 1, point 3

a. Introduction

b. International Covenant on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights

c. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

d. Optional Protocol t |
| 1 o the International Coven:
Civil and Political Rights o eonaitions of stabilty and w

conditions of stability and well-being
4. Table of Si R atifient e . which are necessary for peaceful and friendly
to the abitit;ré;‘:::igi‘;atli?;u 6\"1(:-‘85510115, etc. relations among nations based on respect for the
‘ ‘ ptional Protocol o principle of equal rights and self-determination
of peoples, the United Nations shall promote
universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

Charter of the United Nations
Article 55, point c.

All members pledge themselves to
take joint and separate action in
co-operation with the Organisation
for the achievement of the purposes
set forth in Article 55.

Charter of the United Nations
Article 56.




THE STRUGGLE FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS

All of us belong to one family: mankind. Every member of our family
has the same fundamental and equa! rights. Each of us is entitled to have

these rights respected and each of us has a responsibility to protect those
rights for all others.

Differences of race, sex, language and colour do not p_hanqe these
rights. Nor do differences of property, social origin, political ideas or

religious beliefs. Everyone, regardless of who they are and what they do
or think, is born with human rights.

Yet every day, in country after country, these rights are being violated.
People have the right to food; hundreds of thousands are starving. People
have the right to work; millions are unemployed. People have the right to
freedom of thought; tens of thousands are imprisoned and tortured for
their beliefs. People have the right to be free from discrimination,

everywhere racial prejudice is rampant, the poor are victimised, minorities
are denied access to equal rights.

Each violation of human rights, wherever it occurs, is a threat to the
welfare and dignity of the entire human family. The protection of human
rights therefore is a worldwide responsibility which transcends all racialt,
ideologica! and geographical boundaries. This is the fundamental belief
which has given birth to the international struggle for human rights.

The most widely recognised statement of human rights is the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1948 "as a common
standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations.”

The declaration has had an immense impact throughout the world.
Many nations have enshrined the various articles of the declaration in
their constitutions and laws. The declaration is a statement of principles
with an appeal to “every individual and every social organization” to
promote and guarantee respect for the freedoms and rights it defines.
Member states of the United Nations had already pledged themselves to

observe and respect human rights by adhering to the Charter of the United
Nations.




To give legal form to the provisions of the declaration, the United
Nations has adopted two international covenants which are legally
binding upon every nation which becomes a party to them.

These are:

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The covenant on civil and political rights is completed by an Optional
Protocol which provides individuals with the possibility for making
complaints if they believe these rights have been violated.

The two covenants and the optional protocol came into force in early
1976. By early 1978, almost 50 nations had become parties to them. The

General Assembly of the United Nations has repeatedly encouraged all its
member states to do likewise.

All governments should try progressively to improve the living
conditions of their citizens. For example, they should try to guarantee the
right to work,the protection of the family and the right to social security,
education and health care. They should do this without discrimination of
any kind. The states which ratify the covenant on economic, social and

cultural rights agree to implement these rights and to submit progress
reports regularly to the United Nations.

Ali governments should protect the life, liberty and security of their
citizens. They should guarantee that no one is enslaved and that no one is
subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention or to torture. Everyone is to be

given a fair trial. The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion
and to freedom of expression is to be protected.

The covenant on civil and political rights establishes an 18 member
Human Rights Committee which receives compulsory reports from all
states bound by the covenant. Complaints about states violating the
covenant may be submitted to the committee by other. states where the
complaining state and the state complained against have declared their

willingness to accept this procedure. Individuals may make complaints if
their nation is a party to the Optional Protocol

In this way, individual governments volunteer to become accountable
to an international body for protecting the human rights of their own

citizens. This is a principle which needs to be extended in practice until it
embraces the entire world.

Nowhere in the community of nations shouild there be a place where
human rights can be denied to anyone. Nowhere in the human family
should there be anyone who is ignorant of those rights.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

This is the final authorized text adopted and proclain:egc;:y the General
Assembly of the United Nations on December 10, :

PREAMBLE

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity aqd 'of the equa! andf
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation o

freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for humarf rights have_resultec;:ltru‘n
barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, an e

advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedor_n :desper-:;h
and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the

highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is notto be compelled'to have recourse, a's';.taS
last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rig

should be protected by the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations
between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have ir_x th.e Charter ree;:flrfnlat;
their faith in fundamental human rights,in the dignity and wort dﬂhave
human person and in the equal rights of men and women anf nove
determined to promote social progress and better standards O

larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged thenjselves to achieve, In io-
operation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect ror
and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rights _and freedoms is of the
greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

proclaims

THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUNLAI\:I Rla(;‘aii;'rl;: f;tzec;nFSTr?;
' les and all n ,
standard of achievement for all peop ' | ) the &N ion
indivi f society, keeping this Decla
every individual and every prgan 0 . eaping e o promote
' tantly in mind, shall strive by teaching an .
‘:Z::ect f?:’)r these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures,
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national and international, to secure their universal and effective recogni-
tion and observance, both among the peoples of Member States
themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Article 1

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a8 spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,

language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political,

jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a

person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or
under any other limitation of sovereignty.

Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.
Article 4

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Article 5

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

Article 6

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the
law.

Article 7

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to
equal protection of the law. Alil are entitled to equal protaction against any

discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement
to such discrimination.

Article 8

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy |£)y the competeqt nitionhal
tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the

constitution or by law.

Article 9

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Article 10 |

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair ancfi pgblic he-aripg by az
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights an

obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

Article 11

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the rigr]t tq be pres'umed
innocent until proved guilty according to Iaw‘in a public trial at which he
has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.

2 No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of_any'lact
or omission which did not constitute a penal of_fence, under nationa or
international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier

penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal
offence was committed.

Article 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interferenc_e with his privacy, farr}lly.
home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and rgputatmnﬁ
Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against suc

interference or attacks.

Article 13

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within
the borders of each state.

2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to
return to his country.

Article 14

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum
from persecution.




2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations.

Article 15

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the
right to change his nationality.

Article 16

1. I\:ﬂen fmd women of full age, without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They

are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its
dissolution,

2. Marriage shall be entered into only with free and full consent of the
intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.

Article 17

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association
with others.

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.
Article 18

:E\ferynne has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; thi_s right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and
freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or

private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expresion; this right
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek,

receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.

Article 20

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and associa-
tion.

2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21

1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country,
directly or through freely chosen representatives.

2. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority*of gove.rnment:
this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall
be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by

equivalent free voting procedures.

Article 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the rightto social sacprity and
is entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-
operation and in accordance with the organization a.nd'resources of eac.h
State, of the economic, social and cuitural rights indispensable for his

dignity and the free development of his personality.

Article 23

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice ot employment, to just
and favourable conditions of work and to protection against unemploy-

ment.

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for
equal work.

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favotirable ramune_rati‘on
ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of r!urnan dlgt:uty,
and supplemented. if necessary, by other means of social prctection.

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the
protection of his interests.




Article 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable
limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Article 25

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health
and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing,
housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to
security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood,
old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance.

All children, whether born in or out of wediock, shall enjoy the same social
protection.

Article 26

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in
the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be
compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made general-

ly available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the
basis of merit.

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further
the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be
given to their children.

Article 27

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the

community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and
its benefits.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material
interests resulting from anv scientific, literary or artistic production of
which he is the author.
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rights and freedoms set forth in this

L

Article 28

d international order in which the

- | social an .
Everyone is entitled to a Seclaration can be fully realized.

Atticle 29

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full

development of his personality is possible.

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject

only to such limitations as are determined by !aw soleiyffor ;i;emnsu;?gﬁ:e?;
securing due recognition and respect for the rlght_s and ree e
and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public orae

general welfare in a demaocratic society.

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the
p-urposes and principles of the United Nations.

Article 30

( ' ing for any
be interpreted as implying
, gage in any activity or 1o perform
f the rights and freedoms set forth

Nothing in this Declaration ma

State, group or person any I:ight to en
any act aimed at the destruction ofanyo

herein.




THE secured immediately, whereas adequate economic, social and cultura

lNTERNATlONAL COVENANTS rights could be achieved only progressively, according to each State's

available resources.

ON HUMAN RIGHTS Agreement on the formulation of rights acceptable to all the diverse

peoples, religions, cultures and ideologies in the United Nations did not
and come about easily. Article by article, the two covenants were drafted —

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL

first in the Human Rights Commission and then in the Assembly’s Third

Committee. On 16 December 1966 the Assembly adopted the international

Covenants and the Optional Protocol. Another decade went by before the

When the Universal D : Covenants were ratified by a sufficient number of countries to bring them

eclarat : oo s

the General Assembly in 1943 on of Hur_nan Rights was proclaimed by into force. Each covenant required a minimum of 35 ratifications (or

formulation of an ”internationa,l tttJiITm? yowed ?S the first step in the accessions).

legal as well as moral force. In 10972uman rights” that would have When the number of ratifying countries reached 35, the International

comprehensive undertaking Wa;s launched — three fjecades after this Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural  Rights came into effect as of
ched by the United Nations — the 3 January 1976. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

“international bill of human ri 4
rights - , o .
force of three significant inst?ument::Fame a reality, with the entry into entered into force on 23 March 1976, together with its Optional Protocol
' (which had already received 10 ratifications, the minirnum needed for its

The Internation . _
The Internationaallcggﬁzr?;‘;?ZECEP‘?I’“'C. Sccre?l'and Cultural Rights: entry into force).
The Optional Protocol to the Iatt:avrl CaéLdenPaolltlcal Rights; and A country ratifying the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights under-
nt; takes to protect its people by law against cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment. It recognizes the right of every human being to life, liberty,
security and privacy of person. The Covenant prohibits slavery, guaran-
tees the right to a fair trial and protects persons against arbitrary arrest or
detention. It recognizes freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
freedom of opinion and expression; the right of peaceful assembly and of
emigration; and freedom of association.

A country ratifying the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights acknowledges its responsibility to promate better living conditions

The Covenants require countries ratifyi

2wt | ying them to recognize or pr
procedureasnge of hurpan rights. .And under the optiogal prov?s?c:em
are.estabhshed allowing individuals a | g
pre;ent complaints of rights violations > el as States to

romoti ' |

incmdedc::c;r;gfchhuaﬁan' rights and fundamental freedoms for all had been
Notied in 1 er's statement of the basic purposes of the United
. e early days of the Organization, the Economic and Socieal

Council and i o
internatiogglltsil?OTm'55'°n on Human Rights decided that the planned
orincinles. hay Ot rights should consist of a declaration of general
those Sta;es r;’:igyil’:gril for;e, @ separate covenant legally binding on
_—e ,» and measures of impl -
Wi : | mplementation.
thin a relatively short time the Commission drafted the Universal

c

Assembl
influenceyth?rzu1g Dec:mber 1348. .the Declaration has exercised its
ghout the world, inspiring national constitutions and laws

as well ' .
however, doss not have the fores.of e It L s laraion
: K ve e force of law. It | '
internationally endorsed statement of rineio IS not a treaty but an

t n | _ ansforming the princi '
reaty provisions which establish legal obligationsgon théJ pnacrltpl:nefse:;g

ratifyi : :
onefmr;?esr::t?j- ?{entually I:[ was decided that two convenants rather tha
ecod: one dealing with civil and political rights, the other witE

economi ‘ :
covenanlt(: 55?123:; :;d o ral rights. The prevailing view was that Separate
e adopted because civil and political rights could be

10

for its people. It recognizes everyone's right to work, to fair wages, to
social security, to adequate standards of living and freedom from hunger,
and to health and education. It also undertakes to ensure the right of
everyone to form and join trade unions.

Generally, the Covenant provisions reflect rights set forth in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A major provision of both
Covenants, however, had not been included in the Declaration. This was
the right of all peoples to self-determination and to enjoy and utilize fully
and freely their natural wealth and resources.

Implementation Measures

There are two distinct sets of implementation measures in the

Covenants.
States that have ratified the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights will

elect a Human Rights Committee, composed of 18 persons acting in an
individual capacity. The Covenant says they should be persons of high
moral character and recognized competence in the field of human rights.
This Committee will consider reports submitted by the State Parties and
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may address gener
ECOSOmiC andgﬂociaﬁlcc;urzsijfnts 10 these States, as well as to the
n : ‘. .
Comm?tet};e?ﬁ:fgci P(;Owsmns Gf th.e Covenant, the Human Rights
another State F’art? ifs;\’r cr?{;r:n';zﬁ:ﬁ?;fgtmi r’roérn a State Party alleging that
Commi . uar s Covenant obligati
Sions mt;ieb:aset;aatfltisis S far::t-fmdlng body. Ad hoc cnnciliagonocn;ﬁwr:'i-:
make available the ed, with the prior consent of the State concerned, to
SolUtions on the bac r ?ood offices with a view to reaching frien;:IW
(These optional bra 'S ot respect for the rights recognized in the Covenant
acceptances; asrof ;ISI:)OHS of the Covenant itself require a minimum of 10
Norway and Swod ebruary 1?76'0nly four States — Denmark, Finland
The Optional Pr;n ol had indicated their acceptance.) |
the Human Rights COCO b becanje effective in March 1976, enables
individuals claimin tonl;mlttee to consider communications from private
Protocol of any of ?h ) ‘er:he victims of a violation by a State Party to that
have “exhausted al? 9 .tS set forth in the Covenant. (Individuals must
Committee ars (5 1 available Fiomestic remedies”). Reports of the
Committee is {0 i t)e. communicated to the state concerned. The
States ratifyin SL:r:eT(Ijt annual reports to the General Assembly.
undertake to subiit ovenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
on the measures adop?er::?dlc reports to the Economic and Social Council
rights. The Council pm and the progress made towards realizing these
promote appropriate intay m_ake' gen}aral recommendations and may
those fielde. ernational action to assist the States Parties in
The Gen S
Covenants aﬁ‘l:g' OA;SETIJII\; has invited all States to become parties to the
the ability of the L ?j rotocol, which it believes will greatly enhance
As G, * nited Nations to encourage respect for human i h
"The::e;:?”’ General Kurt Waldheim observed : nants
Nations & ad iatsstoh:;n:gter.n.atlonal instruments will furnish the United
the main Objectivor G;rs important tools for the achievement of one of
promotion of human 2 hthe Charter' of the World Organization — the
anguage or relic, rights for all, without discrimination as to race. s
J religion. | hope that many other States will join the ran'kse;;

those ' 1fy ‘
which, by ratifying or acceding to the Covenants, have solemnly

expressed their willingnes '
st tzati
o, g O contribute to the realization of this noble

International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT COVENANT,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inhaerent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the

foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,
Recognizing that, these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the

human person
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights the ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear
and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby

everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his

civil and political rights.
Considering the obligation of
Nations to promote universal respect for,

rights and freedoms,
Realizing that the individual, having duties

States under the Charter of the United

Covenant,
Agree upon the following articles :

PART |
Article 1

1. All peoples have th
they freely determine their political status and freely pursu

aeconomic, social and cultural development.

and observance of, human

to other individuals and to

the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for
the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present

e right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
e their

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural

wealth and resources without prejudice to an

y obligations arising out of

international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual
benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its

own means of subsistence.

3 The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
responsibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories, shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination,
and shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the

Charter of the United Nations.
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Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps
individually and through international assistance and co-operation, espe-
cially economic and technical, to the maximum of its available resources,
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights
recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including
particularly the adoption of legislative measures.

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that
the rights enunciated in the present Covenant will be exercised without
discrimination of any kind as to race. colour, sex, language, religion,

political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.

3. Developing countries with due regard to human rights and their
national economy, may determine to what extent they would quarantee
the economic rights recognized in the present Covenant to non-nationals.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the
equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social
and cultural rights set forth in the present Covenant.

Article 4

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the
enjoyment of those rights provided by the State in conformity with the
present Covenant, the State may subject such rights only to such
limitations as are determined by taw only in so far as this may be
compatible with the nature of these rights and solely for the purpose of
promoting the general welfare in a democratic society,

Article 5

1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for
any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to
perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights or freedoms

recognized herein, or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided
for in the present Covenant.

regulations or custom shall be admitted on the qretext th_at thteh:r:?stzn;
Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizes

lesser extent.

PART I
Article 6

1 The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work,

which includes the right of everyone to the Opportuni_ty to gain his h:zilarlg
by work which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take approp

steps to safeguard this right.

2. The steps to be taken by a State Party trc: ::19 plrezentteiz;ie:aa:nta r:g
chi izati this right shall inciude
achieve the full realization of in: nical anc
[ ' ini mes, policies and techniq
cational guidance and training program
:Ehieve stegady economic, social and cultural developn?ent fanddfm‘lei?ac:
productive employment under conditions safeguarding tundafr

political and economic freedoms to the individual.

Article 7

The States Parties to the present Covenant recogniz_e'the rifght 0;
everyone to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of wor

which ensure, in particular : | o "
(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with

(i} Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of e_qual v?Lune.
without distinction of any kind, in particular women being guaw“h
tead conditions of work not inferior to those enjoyed by men,

al pay for equal work ; | o
(Bi?)uA dpecyent living for themselves and their families in accordance

with the provisions of the present Covenant,

(b) Safe and healthy working conditions ;

' be promoted in his employment
Equal opportunity for everyone to | . -
(C) tt:‘.:l an ag::ropriate higher level, subject to no considerations other

than those of seniority and competence;

(d} Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of workir]g hours an_d
periodic holidays with pay, as well as remuneration for public

holidays.
Article 8

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure:

(a) The right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union

2. No restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human of his choice, subject only to the rules of the organization concerned, for

rights recognized or existing in any country in virtue of law, conventions,

15
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the promotion
and protection of hi :
restrictions ma 'S economic and social
prescribed by 'vaznpéaciq on the exercise of this right othel?ttir:mtsﬁ o
which are necessary in a democratic soci tn | O;e
ety In the

interests of national i
‘ security or pubili
rights and freedoms of others ‘p ic order or for the protection of the

confederations and '
| the right of th
trade-union organizations ; ° fatter to form or join international

{c} The right .
other than tgmst::ceftrac:lts: unions to function freely subject to no limitati
democratic societ prescribed by law and which are ne tations
for the brotect y in the interests of national securit cessary in a

protection of the rights and freedoms of otT'lor public order or
ers ;

(d) The right to stri '
trike, provided that it i ised i
the laws of the particular country. at it 1s exercised in conformity with

2. This articl
e shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on th
e

exercise ot these rights by m
ne y members of t m
of the administration of the State e armed forces or of the police or

3. Nothing in thi :
1s article shall authori
Labour Organisati | orize States Parties to -
fion and sz::-i?igon Conveqtlon of 1948 concerning Freetgj;n;efrzanoqm
n of the Right to Organize to take legislative mesaSSOCta.
ures

which would prejudi

- judice, or apply the law |

: W in m

prejudice, the guarantees provided for in thastuc};nientaigger 28 would

Article 9

The States Parti

arties to the pres
eve : o ent Covenant r i i
ryone to soctal security, including social insurzcnocgenlze the right o

Article 10

The St i '
ates Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:

1. The widest ‘
. possible protectio i
the famil e n and assistance should
particula:;;; :\;r:ul:ths 1S the .natural and fundamental group E:i:“;cfmde'd >
establishment and while it is responsible for tiometv.
e care

and education of d
ependent children. Marri
. Marria -
the free consent of the intending Spouses ge must be entered into with

2. Special protecti
. tion should be ac
period befo d be accorded to mothers duri
re and after childbirth. During such a period I;:vnogr;r:ga;m:ta]ble
others

should be accord i
. ed paid -
benefits. p leave or leave with adequate social security

3. S BCial h
behalf of all children 8 fdprmecnon and assistance should be taken
nad young persons without any discrimination lf:an
.
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e or other conditions. Children and young persons

from economic and social exploitation. Their
¢ health or dangerous o lite

t should be punishable by
h the paid empioyment of

reasons of parentag

should be protected
employment in work harmful to their morals o

or likely to hamper their normal developmen
law. States should aiso set age limits below whic

child labour shoul

d be prohibited and punishable by law.

Article 11

the present Covenant recognize the right of
of living for himself and his family,
the continuous

1. The States Parties toO

everyone to an adequate standard
including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to
improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate

steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the
essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

the present Covenant, recognizing the fun-
be free from hunger, shall take, individually
the measures, including specific

2. The States Parties 10

damental right of everyone to
and through international co-operation,

programmes, which are needed.:
(a) To improve methods of production, cons rvation and distribution
and scientific knowledge, by

of food by making full use of technical
s of nutrition and by developing

disseminating knowledge of the principl
or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as 1o achieve the most

efficient development and utilisation of natural resources,
(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and

food-exporting countries, 10 ensure an equitable distribution of world
food supplies in relation 1o need.

Article 12

he present Covenant recognize the right of

1. The States Parties to t
of the highest attainable standard of physical

gveryone to the enjoyment
and mental health.

the States Parties to the present Covenant to
f this right shall include those necessary for:

reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant

evelopment of the child;
anvironmental and industrial

2. The steps to be taken by
achieve the full realization o

(a) The provision for the
monrtality and for healthy d

(b) The improvement of all aspects of
hygiene;

(c) The prevention, tré
occupational and other diseases;

(d) The creation of condition
service and medical attention in

atment and control of epidemic, endemic,

s which would assure to all medical
the evant of sickness.
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Article 13

1. The States Part
arties to the pre
everyone to educati present Covenant recogni -
full dBVB'OPmel,:fa;'fot?; T:ev agree that education shallgt:'Iezgirts?cetra:;;ght o
and shall strengthen Th uman personality and the sense of its u:i'ttl iy
freedoms. They further :gr"ﬁsp:ct for human rights and fundar:ﬁgenr::v;
{3 . ee that educati a
participate eff - : cation shall enab
and friendshipa;mrg%l:”a fr?e society, promote understal:d?:‘ilgp?::s oo
nations and all raci - - rolerance
and further S all racial, ethnic or religi
the activities of the United Nations for th;"izlgilr?tus groups,
enance of

2. The States Parti

arties to the
'o - present Covenan i :
achieving the full realization of this rightt‘recogmze that, with a view

,

(b} Secondar :
| y education in its diff
vocational se , iMerent forms, includi -
condary education, shall be made Qener(;lllnygaticqn::lal anc
aliable and

accessible to all b
Y every appropriate m
| ] » - ' '
progressive Introduction of free educatio?ns. and in particular by the

!

basis of capaci
pacity, by every a '
. . ' | pproprrate m : :
progressive introduction of free educatior??nsr and in particular

(d} Fundamen '
tal education shall be encouraged or intensified as f
ar as

possible for those
| ' persons who have no |
period of their primary education. treceived or completed the whole

(e} The develo
pment of a system of schools at all levels shall b
e

actively purs
i Y pL sued, an adequate fe‘llowshi

3. The States Part
arties to the
for the libert present Covenant
of undertake to hq :
for their chirdfenpasﬁms and when applicable, legal guard?a: o bt
authorities, which ¢ ‘?ols, other than those established b >0 Chooge
oniorm to such minimum educational ;[ th; deb“C
andards as

may be laid down
or approved by th
moral education 'broved by the State and to ensure t .
of their children in conformity with their Gi:wenfE%hglqus and
! convictions,

4. No part of thi '
_ IS articie shall b
Vv . S to n '
institutions, sub}gzta ;Slwﬂa':’f; tgc:ﬂlesbto ceiablish and dir;i:fe:j”v::goth?
na
paragraph 1 of this arti € observance of the princi -
s article and to the requirement tha?the Iepclliiaste't fort.h o
lon given

Article 14

b k.

en able to secure in its metropolitan tarritory of

diction compulsory primary aducation, free
s to work out and adopt a detailed

plamentation, within a reasonable
lan, of the principle of compuisory

bacoming Party, has not be
other territories under its juris
of charge, undertakes within two year
plan of action for the progressive Im
number of years, to be fixed in the p

education free of charge for all.

Article 15

1. The States Parties 10 the present Covenant recognize the right of

gveryone:
(a) To take part in cultural life;

(b} To enjoy the henefits of scientific progress and its applications;

ion of the maoral and material interests

(c) To benefit from the protect
oroduction, of which

resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic

he is the author.
States Parties to the present Covenant to

right shall include those necessary for
the diffusion of science and

2. The steps to be taken by the

achieve the full realization of this
the conservation, the development and

culture.

ovenant undertake to respect the

9. The States Parties 10 the present C
h and creative activity.

sreedom indispensable for scientific researc

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the henefits to be
and development of international

derived from the encouragement
contacts and co-operation in the scientific and cultural fields.

PART |V
Article 16

anant undertake 1o submit In

part of the Covenant reports on the measures which
made in achieving the observance of

1. The States Parties t0 the present Cov

conformity with this
they have adopted and the progress

the rights recognized herein.

submitted to the Sacretary-General of the
ansmit copies to the Economic and Social

ordance with the provisions of the present

2. (a) All reports shall be
United Nations, who shall tr
Council for consideration in acc
Covenant.

(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall also transmit to
the specialized agencies copies of the reports, or any relevant parts
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therefrom, fro
= m States Parties t
members of th . 0 the present Covenant :
therefrom, rela?:etzp::;ahzad agencies in so far as these r;:;:;'ftz ?;e also
the said agencies i Mmatters which fall within th > OF parts
C , e res -
gencies in accordance with their constitutiona?cm:;?:::xt-:estof
ents.

Article 17

1. The States Parti
arties to the pre
stages, in acco - present Covenant shall furnis i i
Economic and S;?:?ar:cce Wlth a programme to be est:btl?selwlr;eponSIH
ouncil within one year of the entry into f?) byf e
rce of the

present Covenant

; after consultation wi

. _ n :
specialized agencies concermad. Ith the States Parties and the

2. Reports may indj
_ y indicate fact i Ffi
fulf inai Ctors and difficulti i
liment of obligations under the Dresentlt(':e;v:ﬁecnng e degree of
nant.

3. Where rel ;
. evant informati :
United Nati lon has previous! :
0 . y been
but a precise refére:w not be necessary to reproduce that ineilr ’ IO'the
cé to the information so furnished will Urr:fatlon,
i suffice.

Article 18

Pursuant to its -
: , responsibilities
in the field of . under the Charter of : :
Social Counci?l;n;?/nn?ag:ts and fundamental freedomstT:elézl;ii N'atlons
€ arrangements wi " mic and
respect of thei . ng nts with the speciali .
observance o?l:hreei?gmq to it on the progress mpa;;a::e:c:ige'?c'esgn
_ visions of the eving the
scope of their activiti present Covenant fallj .
activities. These reports may include partic];alg:'r;%fv;ith!n the
ecisions

and recommendati
lons o im :
tent organs, n sueh implementation adopted by their compe

Article 19

The Economic '
and Social Council
man Rights Ncil may transmit to th .
ghts for study and general recommendation oer c:;n;r'ssmn on
‘ propriate,

information the r

) eports concerni :

in accordan ' - Ing human rights i

ce with Article 16 and 17, and those gonc::Jn?rr:gt:'ed by States
uman rights

The States Parti
arties to the
agencies conc _present Covenant and -
Counai oo erned may submit comments to the Econotg?c Sapacjcralizfad
Yy general recommendation under Article 19 or ref:r e
ence to

such general recomm i
: endation i rt

Ri nany report of the Commission on Hur
ghts or any documentation referred to thfetli-in > nruman
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Article 21

The Economic and Social council may submit from time to time to the
General Assembly reports with recommendations of a general nature and
summary of the information received from the States Parties to the
present Covenant and the specialized agencies on the measures taken and
the progress made in achieving general observance of the rights

recognized in the present Covenant.

Article 22

The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other
their subsidiary organs and speaciatized

organs of the United Nations,
agencies concerned with furnishing technical assistance any matters

arising out of the reports referred to in this part of the present Covenant
which may assist such bodies in deciding, each within its field of
competence, on the advisability of the international measures likely to
contribute to the effective progressive implementation of the present

Covenant.

Article 23

the present Covenant agree that international

of the rights recognized in the present
the conclusion of conventions, the
ishing of technical assistance and

nical meetings for the purpose
th the Governments

The States Parties to
action for the achievement

Covenant includes such methods as

adoption of recommendations, the furn
the holding of regional meetings and tech
of consultation and study organized In conjunction wi

concerned.

Article 24

ovenant shall be interpreted as impairing the

provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of
the specialized agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the
various organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in

regard to the matters dealt with in the present Covenant.

Nothing in the present C

Article 25

anant shall be interpreted as impairing the
o enjoy and utilize fully and fresly their

Nothing in the present Cov
inherent right of all peoples t

natural wealth and resources.
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Article 26

2. The prase - :
tion Sh;:' be ;teg::;n:nt_ls subject to ratification. Instruments of ratifi

ed with the Secretary-General of the United Nati oy

ations.

3. The present Cov
_ enant shall be o :
to in paragraph 1 of this article. pen fo accession by any State refarred

4. Accession shall b
_ e effected by the d i m
Ssion with the Secretary-General of the Unit:d s:tig;sstru ot o

o . e
ach instrument of ratification or aceession

Article 27

1. The pres
of the sep;?tt Ev?:;]eT:nt shall enter into force three months after the d
thirty-fifth instr ° Secr,e,ta"V'Gﬁneral of the United Natio e
ument of ratification or instrument of accessi ns of the
: on.

2. For each T
deposit of ?l::tetr:iarttl\]:y 1:ir1:tghtrlIB Ft)resent “Ovenant or acceding to it after the
. il lns rument Of r t"fl L] *
the present Covenant shall enter into force threen;t;ﬂmzn;ftm
er

the date of the d i i
eposit of its i PII
of accession. OWnR Instrument of ratification or instrument

Article 28

The provisions
of the present C
fed : : ovenant shall
eral States without any limitations or excepti;mxstend o @l parts of

Article 29

1. A
A nf‘i,IeStiatteuE'?:y to the present Covenant may propose an amendment
Secretarv-Gen; |the Secretary-General of the United Nations Tehn
ral shall thereupon communicate any proposed ar'ne de
no-
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the present Covenant with a request that

they notify him whether they favour a conference of States Parties for the
purpose of considering and voting upon the proposals. In the event that at
least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the

Secretary-General shail convene the conference under the auspices of the
dment adopted by a majority of the States

United Nations. Any amen |
at the confarence shall be submitted to the

Parties present and voting
General Assembly of the United Nations for approval.

ments to the States Parties to

7 Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by
ed Nations and accepted by a two thirds

the Genera! Assembly of the Unit | |
majority of the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with
their respective constitutional processes.

force they shall be binding on those
other States Parties still being
any earlier

3. When amendments come into
States Parties which have accepted them,
bound by the provisions of the present Covenant and

amendment which they have accepted.

Article 30

Irrespective of the notifications made under Article 26, paragraph b, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to
in paragraph 1 of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under Article 26;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under
Article 27 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under

Article 29.

Article 31

of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian

1. The present Covenant,
shall be deposited in the archives

and Spanish texts are equally authentic,
of the United Nations.

ns shall transmit certified

2. The Secretary-General of the United Natio .
copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in Article 26.
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International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT COVENANT,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of
the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace Iin the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the
human person,

Recognizing that in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political
freedom and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if
conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political
rights as well as his economic, social and cultural rights,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United

Nations to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to
the community to which he belangs, is under a responsibility to strive for

the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present
Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART |

Article 1

1. All people have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development.

2. All peopie may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual

benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its
own means of subsistence.
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3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
responsibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories, shall promote the realization of the right of self-determination,
and shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations.

PART |l

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to
ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
the right recognized in the present Covenant, without distinction of any
kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other
measures, each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the
necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with
the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such legislative or other

measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in
the present Covenant.

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein
recognized are violated shall have an effective remedy. notwithstanding
that the violation has been committed by a person acting in an official
capacity;

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shali have his
right thereto determined by competent judicial, administrative or legisla-
tive authorities, or by any other competent authority provided for by the
legal system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial
remedy;

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such
remedies when granted.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the
equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political
rights set forth in the present Covenant.




Article 4

1. In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and
the existence of which s officially proclaimed, +he States Parties to the

present Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations
under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required DY the
exigencies Of the situation, provided that such measures are not
inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do
not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex,

language, religion Of social origin.
2. No derogation from Articles 6,7.8, (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16, and

18 may be made under this provision.

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of
derogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the

present Covenant, through the intermediary of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, of the provisions from which it has derogated and of

the reasans by which it was actuated. A further communication shall be
made, through the same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates

such derogation.

Article 5

1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for
any state, group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform
any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms
recognized herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided

for in the present Covenant.

2. In countries which have not aboli

. | ished the death penailty,

Cloat thr:alzbf?nufw;i::sed only. for the most serious crimes ?’n saecr::;err;?ng f

ontrany ta o or 8 _at the time of the commission of the crime and noet

conirary to _provisions pf the present Covenant and to the Conventi
ention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This pz?ttalll:::

3. When ivati i
understoogetir;:a;:los- of life constitutes the crime ot genocide, it i
the present Covem g In this article shall authorize any State Pért tIs
nant to derogate in any way from any Ob”gﬂrioo
n

assumed under the provisi
. Isions of the Conventi :
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide vention on the Prevention and

4. An
yone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon
or

commutation of the sent
ence. Amnest
S Y. pardon or comm i
entence of death may be granted in all cases - utation of the

5. Senten
ce of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by

abolition of capital '
unis
Covenant. i hment by any State Party to the present

2 There shall be no restriction upon Of derogation from any of the

fundamental human rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the
conventions, regulations oOr custom on | Article 7

present Covenant pursuant 10 law,
the pretext that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights of No one shal
shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading

that it recognizes them to a lesser extent, treatment o oh
- r punisnment, In particul
- his fr - (N particuiar, no one shall be subj i
eé consent to medical or scientific emerimentatiiijecwd without

PART Iii
Article 8

Article 6 1. Noo
| . ne shall be held in slaverv:
forms shall be orohibited. ry: slavery and the slave-trade in all their

g has the inherent rigit to life. This right shall be
deprived of his life.

1. Every human bein

protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily 2. No one shall be held i
In servitude.
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3. (a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.

(b) Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where
imprisonment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a
crime, the performance of hard labour in pursuance of a sentence to such
punishment by a competent court;

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term “forced or compulsory
labour” shall not include:

(i) Any work or service, not referred to in sub-paragraph (b), normally
required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a lawful
order of a court, or a person during conditiona! release from such
detention,;

(i) Any service of a military character and, in countries where
conscientious objection is recognized, any national service required by
law of conscientious objectors;

(iii) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening
the life or well-being of the community;

(iv) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.

Article 9

1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his
liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as
are established by law.

2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the
reasons for his arrest and shali be promptly informed of any charges
against him.

3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brouqht
promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to‘axermse
judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to
release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be
detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear
for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and should
occasion arise, for execution of the judgement.

4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be
entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may

decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his
release if the detention is not lawful.

5. Anyone who has been the victim of uniawful arrest or detention shail
have an enforceable right to compensation.
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reached in accordance with law and sh

reasons of national securit '
_ y otherwise require i
reasons against his expulsion and to h o his cace roupy 10 Submt the

represented for the purpose bef
| ore the com ‘
persons especially designated by the petont sutharnes, 2 person or

Article 10

1. All persons deprived

with of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and

respect for the inherent dignity of the human person

2. {a) Accus
ed persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be

segregated from convicted
. persons and shall be suybi
treatment appropriate to their status as unconvicted p]::sto:}s eparate

(b) Accused juvenile
_ persons shall be separat
brought as speedily as possible for adjudicat?on °¢ from adults and

3. The ‘ ;
Bssentia?i?rgegf“i:};czysaeﬁ]bSha“ comprise treatment of prisoners the
_ shall be their ref ‘ - -
Juvenile offenders shall be s v oovon end social rehabilitation.

_ egregated from
treatment appropriate to their age and legal s?:tl:;s 2nd be accorded

Article 11

No one shall be imprisoned maerel

contractual obligation. v on the ground of inability to fulfit 3

Article 12

1. Everyone lawfull ithi
) Y within the territor
ter . _ y of a State shall, withi
f'tﬂfv. have the right to liberty of movement and f IL thin that
residence. reedom to choose his

2. E
veryone shall be free to leave any country, including his own

3. The above- i :

except thozzewwii?lac:‘:e; ng'c? til tSJha” o1 be subject to any restrictions
_ ‘ fovide |ﬂW, _

security, public order fordre pubﬁg), lic haotaSSary o protect national

and freedoms of public health or morals or the rights

others, and are cons; :
by [ 4 On -
recognized in the present Covenant vistent with the other rights

4. No one shall be arbitrari i
traril :
country "tly deprived of the right to enter his own

Article 13

An alien lawfully | :
Yy In the territory of a S
Covenant may be expelled therefrom onl ey to the present

Y In pursuance of a decision
all, except where compelling

ave his case reviewed by, and be

competent autliority.




Article 14

i . In the
1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and t?t;::arliths and
d.etermination of any criminal charge ;9‘?';'51 h:m;g;;’a fair and public
. e en
iqations in a suit at law, everyone shall b - lished
Ob"g.atlogs a competent, independent and impartial tribunal e?_:aot; a trial
hea|rmgTha press and the public may be excludgd from :.-}II Or|pacuritv .
:JY ?ev;;:ons of morals, public order (ordre public) or nationa ?e;he parties
dor ocratic society, or when the interest of thfa prwateﬁhyes nf e ot in
eTe uires, or to the extent strictly necessary in the.op-mlotr;,z interests of
zzecic:;n cirt;umstances where publicity would DT?JUC"CBM o a suit at law
- iminal case
AR judgement rendered 1n a crimin . _ S
]uhSt;ret;aebut:‘l:gz lpuglic except where the interest of juvenile person
sha

' ' | isputes or
otherwise requires or the proceedings concern matrimonial disp
the guardianship of children.

ight to be
2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence s!'\all thaw;':w:he righ
p.resumed innocent until proved guilty according to .

' ' ' one shall
3. In the determination of any criminal charge aga|nst‘h|nf1d|?v:qrza”w:
b‘e entitied to the following minimum guarantees, In

il ich he
(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a |anguii§te ::rr:ch
. he charge aga ;o
ature and cause of t |
undirst;mdr?a:; tahdee:uate time and facilities for _the prEpira;:?:g?f his
deft(an)ce Oand to communicate with counse! of his own cho ;

ied without undue delay; | | s
?:1)) ?3 Ez ::;:d in his presence, and to defend himself in pers

' [ if he does
through legal assistance of his own choosing; to be mforlemeacil, :s:istance
y | assistance, of this right; and to Pav.e g sistance
nﬁt_ o |Bg_3 in any case where the interests of justice so req f-f" ond
a%i;'\gnuetdp?ym?n:nby rTim in any such case if he does not have suftticl
witho

means to pay for it;—

) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses agai_ns; hl:rr}fa::dt;
obt(aein the attendance and examination of witnesses on his beha

" : inst him;
onditions as witnesses agal . nd
e {?}a?: hcave the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understa

lanquage used in court; _ _ ity
> F;QP)B ?‘Jkott T: be t?omielled to testify against himself or to confess guilty

ill take
4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure st:\all ::Jhe ?ruf:hgsb;:tl:,uion_
a;:cuunt of their age and the desirability of promoting thei

5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and
sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of
offence and when subsequently his conviction has been
has been pardoned on the ground that a new or
shows conclusively that there has been a misc
person who has suffered punishment as a result
be compensated according to law,
disclosure of the unknown

a criminal
reversed or he
newly discovered fact
arriage of justice, the
of such conviction shall
unless it is proved that the non-

fact in time is whoily or partly attributable to
himn,

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for

which he has already been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance
with the law and penal procedure of each country.

Article 15

1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any

act or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national
or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall 3
heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time
when the crimina! offence was committed. if, subsequent to the commis-

sion of the offence provision is made by law for the imposition of a lighter
penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby,

2. Nothing in this article shall prejudice
person for any act or omission which,
was criminal according to the general
community of nations.

the trial and punishment of any
at the time when it was committed,
principles of law recognized by the

Article 16

Everyone shall have the right to

recognition everywhere as a person
before the law.

Article 17

1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or untawful! interference with his

privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his
honour and reputation.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection

of the law against such
interference or attacks.




Article 18

ience and

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thoughté::o?:c::l?;ion of

religion. This right shall include free gon? tgiSiad?alT\; i community with

. - ice, and freedom, either inaividuah iaf i hip.,

bfrl\‘ee:soaf:cﬁr:g?lblic or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship
0

observance, practice and teaching.

2 No one shall be subject to coercion whiclj woulfi impair his feedom to
h.ave or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.

. : : ‘o
3 Freedom to manifest one’'s religion or beliefs may be sub;etc{: {;?:)\:ect
sLu::h limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary

' d
public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights an
freedoms of others.

ct
4. The States Parties to the present Covgnant undertake Lo hzvtenree:gsre
fr:Jr the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardian

L . . , air
the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with th
own convictions.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

ion; this ri 1!
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom o_f t—';xprest:%lonn ,a:‘h(;siélegal';t Z?:"
n ive and impart informatio |
include freedom to seek, receive | m and 1deas of &
' [ ther orally, in writing 0 print,
inds, regardless of frontiers, e | _ |
lf(:::rrm of irt, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for En.?a‘ragraph 2 otfhg:uesfoarretwgz
c:':lrries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may fore oe
subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are p
law and are necessary. | |
by (a) For respect of the rights or reputations of othe;?;: rdor (ordro
(b) For the protection of national security or of pubil
public), or of public health or morals.

Article 20

1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.

2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes

] L ] [ ] [ ] b
incitement to disctimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by
law.
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Article 21

The right of péaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions
may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in
conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society

In the interests of national security or public safely, public order (ordre

public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the
rights and freedoms of others.

Article 22

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others,
including the right to form and

join trade unions for the protection of his
interests.

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this

right other than
which

are prescribed by law and which are negessary in a democratic

society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order
{ordre public), the protection of

public health or morals or the protection
of the rights and freedom of

others. This article shall not prevent the
imposition of lawful restriction

s on members of the armed forces and of
the police in their exercise of this right.

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the International

Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of Associa-
tion and Protection of the Right to Organize to take legislative measures
which would prejudice, or to apply the law in such a manner as to

prejudice, the guarantees provided for in that Convention.

Article 23

1. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.

2. The right of men and women

of marriageable age to marry and to
found a family shall be

recognized.

3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of
the intending spouses.

4. States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to
ensure equality of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage,

during marriage and at its dissolution. In the case of dissolution, provision
shall be made for the necessary protection of any children.




Article 24 PART IV

1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, |
sex, language, religion, national or social origin, property' or birth, the L_ Article 28
right to such measures of protection as are required by his status as a |

. : ' iet d the State.
minor, on the part of his family, society an 1. There shall be established a Human Rights Committee (hereafter

_ _ , . ferred to in the present Covenant as the Committee). It shall consist of
| mediately after birth and shall have a re . st o
2. Every child shall be registered im Y _ eighteen members and shall carry out the functions hereinafter provided.
name. |

2. The Committee shall be composed of nationals of the States Parties to

| the present Covenant who shall be persons of high moral character and

Article 25 recognized competence in the field of human rights, consideration being
icle

given to the usefulness of the participation of some persons having legal
experience,

3. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.

Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of

the distinctions mentioned in Article 2 and without unreasonable restric- 3. The members of the Committee shall be elected and shall serve in their

tions: personal capacity.

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through

Article 29
freely chosen representatives;

1'. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a
list of persons possessing the qualifications prescribed in Article 28 and
nominated for the purpose by the States Parties to the present Covenant.

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall
be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot,
guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors;

2. Each State Party to the present Covenant may nominate not more than

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in two persons. These persons shall be nationals of the nominating State.

his country.

3. A person shall be eligible for renominatio.

Article 26

Article 30
All persons are equal before the law and are entitied without any

discrimination to the equal protection of the law. In this respect, the law
shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and
effective protection against discrimination on any ground ;;uch as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 27

1. The initial election shall be held not later than six months after the date
of the entry into force of the present Covenant.

2. Atleast four months before the date of each election to the Committee,
other than an election to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with Article
34, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a written
invitation to the States Parties to the present Covenant to submit their
nominations for membership of the Committee within three months.

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic ‘minoritia‘s exis:t,
persons belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, In

community with the other members of their group, to enjoy their own the States Parties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the
culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their own States Parties to the present Convenant not later than one month before
language. the date of each election.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a list in
alphabetical order of all the persons thus nominated, with an indication of
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4. Elections of the members of the Commitee shall be held at a meeting of
the States Parties to the present Covenant convened by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations at the headquarters of the United Nations.
At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties to the present
Covenant shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Committee
shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an
absolute majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties

present and voting.

term of office of the member to be replaced does not expire within six
months of the declaration of the vacancy, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall notify each of the States Parties to the present
Covenant, which may within two months submit nominations in accord-
ance with Article 29 for the purpose of filling the vacancy.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a list in
alphabetical order of the persons thus nominated and shall submit it to the
States Parties to the present Covenant. The election to fill the vacancy

shall then take place in accordance with the relevant provisions of this part
of the present Covenant.

Article 31

1. The Committee may not include more than one national of the same

State. 3. A member of the Committee elected to fill a vacancy declared in

‘ _ _ accordance with Article 33 shali hold office for the remainder of the term
2 In the election of the Committee, considaeration shall be given to of the member who vacated the seat on the Committee under the

equitable geographical distribution of membership a_nd.to the representa- provisions of that article.
tion of the different forms of civilization and of the principal legai systems.

Article 35
Article 32

| The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General
1. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four | Assembly of the United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations

vears. They shalil be eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the resources on such terms and conditions as the General Assembly may

tarms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall expire at the decide, having regard to the importance of the Committee’s responsibili-
end of two years; immediately after the first election, the names of these ties.

nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting Article 36
referred to in Article 30, paragraph 4.

2. Elections at the expiry of office shall be held in accordance with the The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the

necessary staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions

preceding articles of this part of the present Covenant. of the Committee under the present Covanant.

Article 33 Article 37

' ( ini f the other members, a member of the | | N
E:.o:;r;?ttt;‘: r?ansagérs?:istzil::ynoit his functions for any cause other than 1. The Secretary-General of the United Natlons shall convene the initial

absence of a temporary character, the Chairman of the Committee shall meeting of the Committee at the Headquarters of the United Nations.

notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then declare

2. After its initial meeting, the Committee shall meet at such times as shall
the seat of that member to be vacant, be provided in its rules of procedure.

2 In the event of the death or the resignation of a member of the _ |
Committee. the Chairman shall immediately notify the Secretary-General 3. The Committee shall normally meet at the Headquarters of the United

of the United Nations, who shall declare the seat vacant from the date of Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva.

' ' ion takes effect.
death or the date on which the resignation Article 38

Article 34 Every member of the Committee shall before taking up his duties,

make a solemn declaration in open committee that he will perform his

1. When a vacancy is declared in accordance with Articie 33 and if the functions impartially and conscientiously.
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Article 39

1. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years. They may
be re-elected.

2. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure, but these
rules shall provide, inter alia, that |
(a) Twelve members shall constitute a quorum;

(b) Decisions of the Committee shall be made by a majority vote of the
members present.

Article 40

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit re;?orts
on the measures they have adopted which.gwe eff§ct to the rights
recognized herein and on the progress made in the enjoyment of those
R ’ C nt for
(a) Within one year of the entry into force of the present Covena
the State Parties concerned; |
(b) Thereafter whenever the Committee so requests.

2. All reports shall be submitted to the Secretan{-General of tr]e Un!ted
Nations, who shall transmit them to the (?omr‘mtte'e for consudgratlohn.
Reports shall indicate the factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the
implementation of the present Covenant.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, aﬁqr consultation
with the Committee, transnmit to the specialized agencies concerned

copies of such parts of the reports as may fall within their field of
competence.

4. The Committee shall study the reports squitted by the States F’artles|
to the present Covenant. It shall transrn_it its reports, and such‘gen_?_;la
comments as it may consider appropriate, 'to the Sta'tes Partlf_:s. e
Committee may also transmit to the Economic and Social Council these

comments along with the copies of the reports it has received from States
Parties to the present Covenant.

5. The States Parties to the present Covenant may submit to tr}e
Committee observations on any comments that may be made in
accordance with paragraph 4 of this article.

Article 41

1. A State Party to the present Covenant may at any time'cleclare um;ler
this article that it recognizes the competence of the Committee tq rece;‘ve
and consider communications to the effect that a State Party claims that
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concerned within six mont
Initial communication, eith
to the Committee,

ascertained that all available d
exhausted in the matter

principles of international law. This shall no
application of the remedies is unreasonably

to a friendly solution of the matter on the basis of res
and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the

Parties concerned,
information,

have the right to be represented when the matter
the Committee and to make submissions orally

of notice under sub-paragraph (b), submit a

another State party is not tulfilling its obligations under the present
Covenant. Communications under this article may be received and
considered only if submitted by a State Party which has made a
declaration recognizing in regard to itself the competence of the
Committee. No communication shall be received by the Committee if it
concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration. Com-

munications received under this article shall be dealt with in accordance
with the following procedure:

(a) If a State Party to the present Covenant considers that another State
Party is not giving effect to the provisions of the present Covenant, it may,

by written Ccommunication, bring the matter to the attention of that State
Party. Within three months after the

a receipt of the communication, the
recelving State shall afford the State which sent the communication an
explanation or any other statement in writing clarifying the matter. which
should include, to the extent possible

and pertinent, reference to domestic
procedures and remedies taken, pending or available in the matter.

(b} If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties

hs after the receipt by the receiving State of the
er State shall have the right to refer the matter
by notice given to the Committee and to the other State.

(c) The Committee shall dea] with a matter referred to it only after it has

omestic remedies have been invoked and
, In conformity with the generally recognized
t be the rule where the
prolonged,

(d) The Committee shall hold closed

communications under this article.

pect for human rights
present Covenant.

(f) In any matter referred to it, the Committee may call upon the States
referred to in sub-paragraph (b) to supply any relevant

(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in sub-paragraph (b), shall

Is being considered in
and/or in writing.

(h} The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt

report:




3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules

(i) \f a solution within the terms of sub-paragraph (e) is reached, the of procedure.

Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the facts
and of the solution reached;

4. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the
Headquarters of the United Nations or at the United Nations Office at
Geneva. qu?ver, they may be held at such other convenient places as
the Commission may determine in consultation with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations and the States Parties concerned.

(ii) If a solution within the terms of sub-paragraph (e) is not reached,
the Committee shall confine its report to a brief statement of the
facts: the written submissions and record of the oral submissions
made by the States Parties concerned shall be attached to the
report.

5. The secretariat provided in accordance with Article 36 shall also service

In every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties the commissions appointed under this article

concerned.

2. The provisions of this articie shall come into force when ten States | 6. The Information received and collated by the Committee shall be made
Parties to the present Covenant have made declarations under paragraph | | gvallable tc:,n the Commission and the Commission may call upon the
of this article. Such declarations shall be deposited by the States Parties tates Parties concerned to supply any other relevant information.
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit ‘
copies thereof to the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn
at any time by notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal
sha!l not prejudice the consideration of any matter which is the subject of
a communication already transmitted under this article; no further
communications by any State Party shall be received after the notification .- (a) If the C .

of withdrawal of the deciaration has been received by the Secretary- e Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the

7. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, but in any event
not later than twelve months after having been seized of the matter, it

shall submit to the Chairman of the Commi
: mittee a report for communica-
tion to the States Parties concerned. P e

General, unless the State Party concerned had made a new declaration. g fatter within twe!ve montths, 't.s hall confine its report to a brief statement
of the status of its consideration of the matter:

(b) If an amicable solution to th
1 | solt e matter on the basis of respect for
Article 42 human rights as recognized in the present Covenant is reachped the

Commission shall confine its re '
| | port to a brief statement of the facts and
1. (3} 1f a matter referred to the Committee in accordancewith Article 41is the solution reached; °

not resolved to the satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the
Committee may, with the prior consent of the States Parties concerned,
appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission (hereinafter referred to as the
Commission). The good offices of the Commission shall be made
available to the States Parties concerned with a view to an amicable
solution of the matter on the basis of respect for the present Covenant,
(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the
States Parties concerned. |f the States Parties concerned fail to reach
agreement within three months on all or part of the composition of the
Commission, the members of the Commission concerning whom no |
agreement has been reached shall be elected by secret ballot by a | (d) If the C?mmission's report is submitted under sub-paragraph (c)
two-thirds majority vote of the Committee from among its members. the States Parties concerned shall, within three months of the receipt 0\:

the report, notify the Chairman of the Committee whether or not they
accept the contents of the report of the Commission.

(c) If a so_lution within the terms of sub-paragraph (b) is not reached
the Commission’s report shall embody its findings on all questions of faci
relevant to the issues betwesen the States Parties concerned, and its views
on the possibilities of an amicable solution of the matter. Th'is report shall
also contain the written submissions and a record of the oral submissions
made I:?y the States Parties concerned; and its views on the possibilities of
an amicable solution of the matter. This report shail also contain the

written submissions and a record of the oral submissi
. ubmissions
States Parties concerned; made by the

2 The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity.

They shall not be nationals of the Gtates Parties concerned, or of a State

not party to the present Covenant, or of a State Party which has not made : :;:2: ?;?5'0“5 Ot: this article are without prejudice to the responsibili-
a declaration under Article 41. -_ ommittee under Article 41.
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9. The States Parties concerned shall share equally all the expenses of the

members of the Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided | PART VI
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 48
10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered to
pay the expenses of the members of the Commission, if necessary, befqre
reimbursement by the States Parties concerned, in accordance with

1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the

paragraph 9 of this article.

Article 43

The members of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation
commissions which may be appointed under Article 42, shall be entitled to
the facilities, privileges and immunities of experts on mission for the
United Nations as laid down in the relevant section of the Convention on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

Article 44

The provisions for the implementation of the present Covenant shall
apply without prejudice to the procedures prescribed in the field of human
rights by or under the constituent instruments and the conventions of the
United Nations and of the specialized agencies and shall not prevent the
States Parties to the present Covenant from having recourse to other
procedures for settling a dispute in accordance with general or special
international agreements in force between them.

Article 45

The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly of the United

Nations, through the Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its
activities.

PART V
Article 46

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of
the specialized agencies which define the respective responsibilities of the
various organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in
regard to the matters dealt with in the present Covenant,

Article 47

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the

inherent right of all people to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their naturail
wealth and resources.
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United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State
Party to the Statute of the international Court of Justice, and by any other

State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United
Nations to become a party to the present Covenant.

2. The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratifica-
tion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred
to in paragraph 1 of this article.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of
accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

6. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States

which have signed this Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 49

1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date

of the deposit with the Secretary-Genera!l of the United Nations of the
thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the
deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of
accession, the present Covenant shall enter into force three months after

the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument
of accession.

Article 50

The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of feéderal
States without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 51

1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment
and file it with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall thereupon communicate
any proposed amendments to the States Parties to the present Covenant
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with a request that they notify him whether they favour a conference of
Gtate Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the
proposals. In the event that at least one third of the State Parties favours
such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the conference
under the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a
majority of the States Parties present and voting at the conference shall be
submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by
the General Assembiy of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds

majority of the States Parties to the present Covenant in accordance with
their respective constitutional processes.

3. When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those
States Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still being

bound by the provisions of the present Covenant and any earlier
amendment which they have accepted.

Article 52

Irrespective of the notifications made under Article 48, paragraph 5, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to
in paragraph 1 of the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under Article 48;

(b} The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under

Article 49 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments
under Article 51.

Article 53

1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified
copies of the present Covenant to all States referred to in Article 48.

Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

THE STATES PARTIES TO THE PRESENT PROTOCOL,

Considering that in order further to achieve the purposes of the
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (hereinafter referred to as the
Covenant} and the implementation of its provisions it would be appropri-
ate to enable the Human Rights Committee set up in part IV of the
Covenant (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) to receive and
consider, as provided in the present Protocol, communications from

individuals claiming to be victims of violations of any of the rights set forth
in the Covenant.

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

A State Party to the Covenant that becomes a party to the present protocol
recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communications from individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to
be victims of a violation by that State Party of any of the rights set forth in
the Covenant. No communication shall be received by the committee if it

concerns a State Party to the Covenant which is not a party to the present
protocol.

Article 2

Subject to the provisions of Article 1, individuals who claim that any of

their rights enumerated in the Covenant have been violated and who have

exhausted all available domaestic remedies may submit a written com-
munication to the Committee for consideration.

Article 3

The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under:
the present Protoco! which is anonymous, or which it considers to be an
abuse of the rights of submission of such communications or to be
incompatible with the provisions of the Covenant.

Article 4

1. Subject to the provisions of Article 3, the Committee shall bring any
communications submitted to it under the present Protocol to the

attention of the State Party to the present Protocol alleged to be violating
any provisions of the Covenant.




2. Within six months, the receiving State shall submit to the Committee deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
. Within st , ate .
written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and the remedy, if

' State which has
that State. 3. The present Protocol shall be open to accession by any
any. that may have been taken by ratified or acceded to the Covenant.

Article 5 4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of

ion with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
1 The Committee shall consider communications received under the | accession with e ry 5

present Protocol in the light of all written information made available to it

4 | 5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States
by the individual and by the State Party concerned. 'f which have signed the present Protocol or acceded to it of the deposit of

_ | each instrument of ratification or accession.
2 The Committee shall not consider any communication from an |

individual unless it has ascertained that: | _

(a)  The same matter is not being examined under another procedure of Article 9

international investigation or sattlement; . : \ | 1. Subject to the entry into force of the Covenant, the present Protocol
(b) The individual has exhausted all available domestic remedies. This

: T bi shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit with the
shall not be the rule where the application of the remedies Is unreasonably | Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument of
prolonged. ratification or instrument of accession.

3. The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining com-

2. For each State ratifying the present Protocol or acceding to it after the
munication under the present Protocol.

deposit of the tenth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession,

_; the present Protocol shall enter into force three months after the date of
4 The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concerned and _!

the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument of
to the individual. accession.

Article 6 Article 10

The Committee shall include in its annual report under Article 45 of the DfOViSiGQS of the présent -Protocol Shall'extend to all parts of
the Covenant a summary of its activities under the present Protocol. federal States without any limitations or exceptions.

Article 7 Article 11
rticie

| 1. Any State Party to the present Protocol may propose an amendment
Pending the achievement of the objectives of resolution 1514 (XV) and file it with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The

adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 14 December
1960 concerning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and peoples, the provisions of the present Protocol
shall in no way limit the right of petition granted t? these peoplgs by the
Charter of the United Nations and other internatlan.al ‘conventloqs and
instruments under the United Nations and its specialized agencies.

Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate any proposed amend-
ments to the States Parties to the present Protocol with a request that they
notify him whether they favour a conference of States Parties for the
purpose of considering and voting upon the proposal. In the event that at
least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the
Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the
United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of the States
Article 8 Parties present and voting at the conference shall be submitted to the

General Assembly of the United Nations for approvali.
1. The present Protocol is open to signature by any State which has

signed the Covenant 2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by

_, the General Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds
2. The present Protocol is subject to ratification by any State which has majority of the States Parties to the present Protocol in accordance with

ratified or acceded to the Covenant. Instruments of ratification shall be their respective constitutional processes.
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3. When Amendments come into force, they shall be binqing on thc.)se
States Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties still beupg
bound by the provisions of the present Protocol and any garlier

amendment which they have accepted.

Article 12

1. Any State Party may denounce the present Protocol at any time' by
written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Denunciation shall take effect three months after the date of

receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General.

2 Denunciation shall be without prejudice to the continueq applicatio_m of
the provisions of the present Protocol to any commurjlc?tmns submitted
under Article 2 before the effective date of denunciation.

Article 13

Irrespective of the notifications made under Article .8. paragraph 5, of
the present Protocol, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
inform all states referred to in Article 48, paragraph 1, of the Covenant of

the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under Article 8;
(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Protocol under
Article 9 and the date of the entry into force of any amendments under

Article 11; |
(c) Denunciations under Article 12.

Article 14

1. The present Protocol, of which the Chinese, Englis!'\. Fr.ench, Husgian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shal! be deposited in the archives
of the United Nations.

' ' it certified
2 The Secretary-General of the United Nations shalli transmi
copies of the present Protocol to all States referred to In Article 48 of the

Covenant.
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Table of Signatures, Ratifications, Accessions etc. with
regard to

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
rights.

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.
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International Covenanrt on Economic,

Intarnational Covenant on Civii
Social and Cultural Rights

and Political Rights
Intarnational Covenant on Civil

Social and Cultural Rights
Optional Protocol to ICCPR
ana Political Rights

Optional Protocol to ICCPR

STATES STATES

Afghanistan

Albanis

Algeria

Angola

Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina

Australia

Austria

Burundi
Byelorussian SSH

Camercoon
Canada

Cape Verde
Central African
Republic

Chad
Bahamas Chile

Bahrain China
Bangladesh Colombia
Barbados Comoros

Belgium Congo
Belize Costa Rica
Benin Cuba

Bhutan Cyprus
Bolivia Czechoslovakia
Botswana
Brazil Denmark
Brunpi Djibouti
Bulgaria Dominica

Burkina Faso Dominican Republic
Burma




| Rights

{nternational Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights
International Covenant on Economic,

International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights

Social and Cultural Rights
International Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights
International Covenant on Civil

Optional Protocol to ICCPR
and Political Rights

Optional Protocol to ICCPR

STATES STATES

International Covenant on Economic,
Socisl and Cuttural Rights
intarnational Covenant on Economic,
Optional Protocol to ICCPR

and Political Rights

Social and Cultura

Ecuador

Egypt

El! Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia

Federa! Republic
of Germany

Fiji

Finland

France

Gabon
Gambia
German

Democratic Rep.

Ghana

Greece
Grenada

Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Halti

Holy See
Honduras
Hungary

iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran

Iraq

Ireland
lsraol

Italy

ivory Coast

Jamaica
Japan

Jordan

Kampuches

(Democratic Kam-

puchaea)

Kenya

Kiribati

Korea (DPR)

Korea (Rop)

Kuwait

Lao People’s

Democratic Rep.

L.ebanon

Lesotho

Libaria

Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Madagaascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Ma!dives
Mali

Mailta
Mauritania
Mauritius
Maexico
Monaco
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Nauru

Nepal
Neatheriands
New Zealand
Nicaragubt
Niger
Nigeria

Norway
Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinsea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Romania
Rwanda

St. Lucia

St. Christopher
and Nevis

St. Vincent and
the Grenadines
Samoa

San Marino
Sao Tome and
Principe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Saychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Solomon lIslands
Somalia

South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanks
Sudan

Suriname
Swaziland
Swedsan
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Tanzania {United
Republic of)
Thailand

Togo

Tonga

Trinidad and
Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey
Tuvalu

Uganda
Ukrainian SSR
USSR

United Arab
Emirates

United Kingdom
USA

Uruguay

Vanuatu
Venezuela
Viet Nam

Yemen (North)
Yemen {PDR)
Yugoslavia
Zaire

Zambia
Zimbabwe

8 — denotes that country has signed

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession.
d ~ denotes thar country accepts the competence of the Human

Rights Committee under articie 41 of the international

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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NOTES

The information given in this publication is correct as at
December 31, 1987. This space has been left for you
to note subsequent developments.
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AMNEST'Y lmnNAﬂOﬁAL is a wm'ldwide mmrement which is - K
. indepondent of any govemment, political grouping, ldeology economic’ |
.~ -interest or religious ¢reed. It plays. a specific role within the overall

- lpectmm of human rights work The actwitiu of the m'gamzatton focus .

-;:' —- 1t ueks the" releasc of men and women detamed anywherc t‘or their . -+_ | ; |
“beliefs, colour; sex, ethnic origin, language of rellglon provided they .~ .

hatrc not uscd or advocated vinlence. These are termed "pnsonem of
- conscience . AR

';:" =Tt advocates fair and carly trmls for all polim:al pnsoners and worksi‘-' - |

- on behalf of such: persons detained without charge or without trial. ©

B =Tt opposes the death penahy and torture or.other cruel, mhuman or"‘.' =

i Relurdl Department in London. Nomm gmupor mmhermexpected to f'

£ 'my mpombility fol' actton taken ot statements mwd b&' “‘0 mtermnoml

R I AMNEST\' INTERNATIONAL is ﬁnanocd by subscnptwns and, R

TR donattons of its worldwtde memhcrshlp To safcguard the independence .~ -
e of the organization all oomnbuttons are strictly controlied by guidelines .-~ - .
laid down by the lntematmnal Couincil and inmme and expendnurc are: NN
'madc publlc in an annual ﬁnancl report A IR A

“". Printed at Semanais Printers, 105, Hulftsdorp Strest, Colombo 12, Srilanks. @

degmdtng treatment or pumshment nf a" pnsone;s wnthnut resenra- '. o

- Universal -Declaration -of Human . Rights and: other- international
_instruments. Tl‘hrough practical work for prisoners within its mandate, -
Ammty International paiticipates in the wider pmmouon and protec-
- tion of human rights in the cwil polmcal economtc, somal and cultutal SV
3pherc3__ : . . _ . R

AMNESI'Y INTERNA'I'IONAL acts o thé basis of the United Nations 5{ .
5,

AMva IN'I'EIINATIONAL Tias more than 500,000 members,
mhmhenmdmppouenm aver. lsommmandtemtonu with over3.700'_ L 31
-Jocal groups in more/than 60 countries in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Burope . -
mdtheMiddleEut Ehchgmupworksonbehllfofatleuttwopnwnenot
conscience in . wuntﬁés other. than its’ own. These -countries -are balanced . -
pomphicllly and politicallytdcmre unpattulitm Information about prison- = %
¢fs and human' rights violations emanates ‘from Amnesty International’s -

provide information on their 6wn country, and no section, group ormemberhus - -

AMNESTY IN'I'ERNATIOINJAL has fnrmal rclatmns mth the Umtcd T
‘ Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO, the Council of Europe, the Orgamza- RN
tlon of Amencan States and the Organmttton of Afncan Umty PR




