























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































population — continued to be targeted by
government forces in the context of their
counter-insurgency campaigns. Women
and children were particularly vulnerable
to grave human rights violations, including
rape and murder, as they were frequently
left behind in their villages after the men
had fled from military advances. Troops
routinely entered villages, burned houses,
stole livestock and crops and evicted vil-
lagers from their homes.

Members of ethnic minorities were rou-
tinely seized in their villages and fields by
the military, accused of supporting insur-
gents, and severely beaten or subjected to
other forms of torture. A 75-year-old
woman from Papun township in Kayin
State was publicly beaten in February by
soldiers because she cowld not speak
Burmese, and so could not answer their
questions. In October the army accused a
man from Hlaingbwe township of being an
insurgent, covered his head with a plastic
bag, and then poured hot water into it,
causing near-suffocation.

Scores of members of ethnic minorities
were extrajudicially executed by soldiers.
In January troops from the 99th Regiment
reportedly entered a village in Thaton dis-
trict in Kayin State and seized four young
farmers, dressed them up as insurgents,
photographed and then killed them. The
victims included 17-year-old Maw Da. The
soldiers allegedly shot the four in the back
of the neck and left the bodies behind for
the villagers to bury. Troops then burned
seven houses and ordered all the villagers
to relocate to another area. Patrols from the
nearby barracks confiscated livestock and
commandeered porters and other unpaid
labourers to work at the army camp.

Thousands of members of ethnic minor-
ities were arbitrarily seized by the military
and forced to serve as porters carrying
army supplies, or as unpaid labourers
building roads and army camps or working
on commercial projects. Porters were held
in army custody for periods ranging from a
few days to a few months, and some were
taken into forced service as many as 20
times in one year. Porters, who received
little or no food and water, frequently fell
ill from malnutrition and malaria, but
received no medical attention and were
forced to continue work, sometimes until
they collapsed and were left behind or
simply killed by troops. Elderly men
and women, schoolchildren and pregnant

MYANMAR

women were among those conscripted. A
woman from Hlaingbwe township, Kayin
State, was forced to carry ammunition for
seven days in March with her 70-year-old
husband, whom she said was often beaten
because he could not manage his load. He
died five days after being released. Another
man from Hlaingbwe township was report-
edly stabbed to death by troops in August
because he could not carry his load.

Dozens of porters and labourers were
said to have died from exhaustion and
neglect, or were shot or beaten to death
by soldiers when they became too weak
to carry their loads, or were killed for
disobeying orders or trying to escape.
Female porters were raped by soldiers.

Scores of porters were reportedly ill-
treated if they were unable to carry their
loads, could not speak Burmese well, or
attempted to escape. Typically, they were
kicked with army boots or beaten with
fists, rifle butts or bamboo sticks. In Febru-
ary a Karen woman who had been held for
one month was kicked with boots and
beaten with a rifle butt because she could
not lift her load of mortar shells and rice.
In August a Karen man from Hlaingbwe
township was kicked repeatedly in the
back with army boots because he had
slipped and fallen in mud; he said that he
was still being treated for internal injuries
two months later.

In mid-January forced repatriations of
Burmese Muslim refugees from Bangla-
desh to Myanmar were suspended. Some
260,000 refugees had fled to Bangladesh by
the first half of 1992 and several thousand
had been repatriated without the protec-
tion of the uNn High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). Repatriations later re-
sumed with UNHCR involvement, and by
late November it was reported that some
50,000 refugees had been repatriated since
September 1992. In November the UNHCR
and the sLorc signed a Memorandum of
Understanding which stipulated that
“UNHCR will be given access to all re-
turnees; that the returnees will be issued
with the appropriate identification papers
and that the returnees will enjoy the
same freedom of movement as all other
nationals”.

In previous years armed opposition
groups had tortured, ill-treated or summar-
ily executed prisoners. Amnesty Interna-
tional was not able to investigate fully all
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such allegations but was concerned by re-
ports that two prisoners were being held
incommunicado by one faction of the All
Burma Student Democratic Front (ABSDF)
and might be at risk of torture or execution.
In February Amnesty International wrote
on their behalf to General Bo Mya, Presid-
ent of the Democratic Alliance of Burma
(DAB), which acts as an umbrella organiza-
tion for many armed opposition groups in-
cluding the ABSDF. There was no response
but in May the two men were reportedly
sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment by
a form of military tribunal for allegedly
“traitorous” activities.

The UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar
submitted an extensive report to the UN
Commission on Human Rights in February,
detailing human rights violations in Myan-
mar. In March the Commission adopted a
resolution on Myanmar which extended
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for
another year and strongly urged the Myan-
mar Government to restore respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms.
It called on the SLORC to consider lifting
emergency measures and to cooperate fully
with the Commission and the Special Rap-
porteur. On 6 December the UN General As-
sembly adopted without a vote a resolution
which welcomed recent improvements
made by Myanmar but also “deplored the
continued violations of human rights”.

In October Amnesty International pub-
lished a major report, Myanmar: The cli-
mate of fear continues, members of ethnic
minorities and political prisoners still tar-
geted, which described how members of
political parties and ethnic minorities lived
in an atmosphere of fear which pervaded
the whole country. Amnesty International
appealed to the government to release pris-
oners of conscience, to ensure fair and
prompt trials for all other political prison-
ers and to release civilians arbitrarily
seized against their will by the military
to serve as porters or labourers. While
Amnesty International welcomed releases
of political prisoners, the commutation of
death sentences and the abolition of milit-
ary tribunals, it called on the authorities to
stop arbitrary detention, torture and extra-
judicial executions.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights in March and the Work-
ing Group on Indigenous Populations in
August, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Myanmar.

Hundreds of people, including possible
prisoners of conscience, were detained
during a series of opposition strikes and
demonstrations and held without charge
or trial for up to several weeks. Torture
and ill-treatment of imprisoned demon-
strators and other prisoners was reported.
There was one reported “disappearance”.
At least 24 people were reportedly killed
by police in circumstances suggesting that
they may have been victims of extrajudi-
cial executions.

Legislation to provide compensation for
torture victims was drafted, but had not
been passed by the end of the year. The
draft bill set an upper limit for compensa-
tion but it did not define torture as a crime
or require that perpetrators be brought to
justice.

A committee was established in August
under the Home Minister to review the
cases of prisoners convicted of criminal of-
fences under the previous government who
may have been falsely charged for political
reasons. It had not finished its work by the
end of the year.

Over 1,000 people were arrested in June
and July during a series of nationwide
strikes and demonstrations called by the
main opposition party, the Communist
Party of Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist)
(cpN-uML), in alliance with other opposition
parties. Some of the demonstrations were
violent, with stone-throwing, arson and
destruction of public and private prop-
erty. According to the police, about 1,280
people were arrested between 24 June and
4 July 1993, of whom 150 were charged
with breaking the curfew or public order
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offences. Most of the others, including
hundreds of possible prisoners of con-
science, were held in administrative deten-
tion without charge or trial under the
Public Offences Act, which permits up to
35 days’ detention, and then released.

Under the terms of a nine-point agree-
ment reached between the cpN-UML and the
government of Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala in August, the detained demon-
strators and strikers were released and any
charges against them withdrawn.

The parliamentary Foreign Affairs and
Human Rights Committee established five
teams to inspect jails, police stations and
the offices of government attorneys in the
five development regions. Their findings
were not known at the end of the year.

There were several reports of ill-treat-
ment and torture in police custody, includ-
ing beatings of detainees held during the
demonstrations and rape and attempted
rape of women prisoners in both 1992
and 1993. Amnesty International does not
know of a single case in which a police of-
ficer has been prosecuted for torture.

Manikala Rai was allegedly raped and
subjected to other torture by five police
officers at a Kathmandu police station in
December 1992. The authorities, however,
took action only against one sub-inspector,
who was dismissed from the police force
in January. The police department said he
had not been prosecuted because there had
not been conclusive medical evidence of
rape.

Teelu Ghale was reported to have been
tortured at the Hanuman Dhoka police sta-
tion in Kathmandu and at the Bhaktapur
police station in September. Police appar-
ently attempted to extort money from her,
beat her, subjected her to electric shocks on
her wrists and attempted to rape her. When
required by the Supreme Court to respond
to a habeas corpus petition, the police de-
nied she was in custody and transferred
her to Bhaktapur police station, where she
was further abused and denied food for
two days. In early October police took
Teelu Ghale to the District Court and
charged her with selling one gram of
heroin; they told the Supreme Court that
she had been arrested only on the day that
she was charged. However, the Supreme
Court ordered an investigation and found
that she had indeed been arrested in Sep-
tember. Contempt of court proceedings
were initiated against the police officers

NEPAL

concerned but had not concluded by the
end of the year. No action was known to
havebeen taken regarding her torture.

There were numerous complaints of
prisoners being beaten by police, including
reports from Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Bhakta-
pur, Rolpa, Illam, Rukum, Lamjung and
Morang. Victims included people detained
in connection with the strikes and demon-
strations, and street children. The police
denied that detained demonstrators had
been beaten. Other forms of torture repor-
ted included beatings on the soles of the
feet, having pins pushed under the finger
nails and electric shocks.

One person reportedly “disappeared” in
police custody during the June demonstra-
tions. Pravakar Subedi went missing from
his student hostel in Kathmandu on 25
June. His brother later saw a photograph in
a magazine which he believed showed
Pravakar Subedi, injured, being carried
into custody by four police officers. The
police had not traced him by the end of the
year.

At least 24 people were reported to have
died in circumstances suggesting that they
may have been victims of extrajudicial exe-
cutions. They included at least 21 people
who were reportedly killed when police
opened fire on opposition strikers and
demonstrators in June and July in circum-
stances that did not appear to justify the
use of lethal force. The government ac-
knowledged 16 deaths. Under the terms of
the agreement between the government
and the cpPN-uML, relatives of the deceased
were paid compensation by the govern-
ment. However, no independent inquiry
was held into these shootings to establish
whether the police officers responsible had
acted within the law. Two other people
were killed in August when police opened
fire on a crowd gathered outside Bara-
hathawa police station, Sarlahi District,
protesting against the arrest and torture of
three youths. The crowd had reportedly
thrown stones at the police station before
the firing started. The Home Ministry said
it had investigated the incident, but it had
not made its findings known by the end of
the year.

In June police in Katari reportedly
opened fire on a group of some 60 Tibetans
who had crossed the border into Nepal on
their way to India. Jemyang Kelsand died
after being shot in the head. A government
spokesman said that the Tibetans had
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attacked the police first, but other reports
suggested that the police had opened fire
after two children threw stones at them.
The Home Ministry said it had investigated
the incident, but the findings were not
made public. No independent inquiry was
held.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to ensure that all reports of torture
and killings by the police are promptly,
thoroughly and independently investig-
ated. It called also for the introduction of
adequate safeguards against torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners.

In November an Amnesty International
delegation visited Nepal and met the Prime
Minister and other government ministers
and officials. Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern about the climate of im-
punity and called on the authorities to
bring to justice those responsible for
human rights viclations. The government
said it was committed to upholding human
rights and that police had been required to
open fire on demonstrators in order to
maintain law and order. The police re-
sponded to six individual cases of alleged
torture, death in custody and “disappear-
ance” reported in 1992 and 1993 which
Amnesty International had raised, and
denied that the human rights violations
described had taken place. The Prime Min-
ister said the government would examine
Amnesty International’s recommendations
for human rights safeguards.

NETHERLANDS

(KINGDOM OF THE)

A further report of police ill-treatment was
received from the Netherlands Antilles, a
Caribbean country forming part of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Gerardo E. Chong was arrested in No-
vember 1992 having twice escaped from
the police earlier the same day. He alleged
that he first escaped after a police officer
menaced him with his truncheon and
threatened to shoot him. In the second in-
cident he admitted that he hit one of the of-
ficers with an iron bar before escaping in a
police car. During his subsequent arrest he
was shot and wounded slightly in the
head. He alleged that in the police station
five or six officers beat and throttled him as
he lay manacled on the floor. He claimed

that medical evidence supported his alle-
gations of police ill-treatment.

In May the Netherlands Antillean Gov-
ernment provided further information to
Amnesty International about two deaths in
custody in previous years (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1993). Henry K. Every
died as a result of an injury to the chest
caused by crushing. Leroy Neil died of
peritonitis while being interrogated by
the police: previously he had shown
clear signs of illness, such as vomiting and
diarrhoea.

In October Amnesty International wrote
to the Minister of Justice of the Nether-
lands Antilles expressing concern about
the allegations of ill-treatment made by
Gerardo E. Chong and the conduct of the
inquiries into the two deaths in custody.
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Also in October Amnesty International
wrote to the Minister for Netherlands An-
tillean and Aruban Affairs in The Hague.
The organization had previously written to
the Minister of Justice of the Netherlands
Antilles in December 1992 regarding the
findings of the Commission of Inquiry into
alleged unlawful and violent behaviour by
the police (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1993) but had received no response.




Amnesty International was not aware
whether any of the Commission’s recom-
mendations had been implemented or
whether disciplinary or criminal action
had been taken against police officers in-
volved in unlawful actions. Amnesty Inter-
national considered that the Commission’s
report showed that the fundamental
human rights and freedoms of the citizens
of the Netherlands Antilles had been en-
dangered. Accordingly, Amnesty Inter-
national requested the Minister for
Netherlands Antillean and Aruban Affairs
to exercise his discretionary power, under
Article 43 of the Charter of the Kingdom, to
intervene in order to safeguard these rights.
In December the Minister replied that
it had been agreed with the Minister of
Justice of the Netherlands Antilles to
thoroughly update police training. He
expressed the hope that the new training
program would “ ... drastically improve
police officers' relations with the public,
and thus also with prisoners”.

In December the Minister of Justice of
the Netherlands Antilles informed Am-
nesty International of the steps the govern-
ment intended to take to implement the
recommendations of the Commission of
Inquiry and to increase compliance with
international standards. These included re-
forms to the Codes of Criminal Procedure
and the Prison System, a bill recently intro-
duced in Parliament establishing a com-
plaints commission to examine police
conduct, and the planned reorganization of
the police force.

NEW ZEALAND
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Several inmates in two prisons were re-

portedly ill-treated by prison officers.
Prison officers were reported to have ill-

treated inmates in Mount Crawford Prison

NETHERLANDS/NEW ZEALAND

in Wellington and Mangaroa Jail, near
Hastings, during the year.

Several inmates of the remand wing at
Mount Crawford Prison alleged that some
prison officials subjected them to cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment, including
verbal abuse and physical brutality such as
being beaten while handcuffed. Between
June and August, seven officers from
Mount Crawford Prison were suspended
and one of them was dismissed after an in-
dependent inquiry by private investigators
appointed by the Justice Department. The
inquiry report, which was submitted to the
Justice Department, identified 44 instances
of ill-treatment over a 30-month period.
Eighty per cent of the complaints were of
alleged assault.

Similar complaints from inmates at
Mangaroa Jail came to light in June and
July. Some Mangaroa Jail prison officers,
known as “designated hitters”, were used
by the prison authorities to beat inmates.
The complaints included prolonged as-
saults lasting several days, the abuse of
confidential information to harass or de-
grade inmates, and the neglect of care, es-
pecially of suicidal inmates. Twelve prison
officers were dismissed by the Department
of Justice in June after an official investiga-
tion into allegations of cruelty at the jail.
However, the investigation had not led to
criminal prosecutions of any Mangaroa Jail
staff by the end of the year.

A second independent investigation
into the management of Mangaroa Jail
found the same instances of ill-treatment of
prisoners and added that there was evid-
ence of similar practices in other prisons.
The second report, which was made public
in July, recommended the setting-up of an
independent prison complaints authority,
a review of prison staff recruitment and im-
proved training. The Justice Minister stated
that many of the report’s recommendations
would be implemented.

In September Amnesty International
wrote to the authorities about the reported
incidents of ill-treatment at Mount Craw-
ford Prison and Mangaroa Jail. Amnesty
International asked what steps the govern-
ment had taken in response to the allega-
tions of cruelty and called on it to ensure
that prisoners’ rights were fully respected.
The government replied in November,
stating that the New Zealand prison system
had embarked on "far-reaching reforms”.
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Members of the police and army were im-
plicated in several possible extrajudicial
executions of former rebels, but few steps
were taken to investigate or bring to just-
ice those responsible for human rights
violations. There were allegations of
ill-treatment by police and the army in
response to political violence. Armed
political groups committed numerous
deliberate and arbitrary killings and other
abuses.

There was growing division between
President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro and
factions of her own party, the Unién Na-
cional Opositora (UNO), National Opposi-
tion Union. In January several uno factions
broke away from the ruling coalition, offi-
cially declared themselves to be in opposi-
tion and boycotted the National Assembly.
They accused the President of “co-govern-
ing” with the opposition Frente Sandinista
de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN), Sandinista
National Liberation Front, and maintaining
Sandinista control over the army. An all-
party “national dialogue” initiated in Sep-
tember collapsed after one group of uno
deputies accused another of corruption
when they switched allegiance to form a
pro-government majority with the FSLN in
the National Assembly.

In August the us Government sus-
pended economic aid to Nicaragua, accus-
ing Nicaragua of “harbouring terrorism”
and of failing to establish effective civilian
control over the armed forces, resolve
property claims by uUs citizens, and prosec-
ute those allegedly responsible for human
rights abuses. This followed the discovery
in late May of a weapons cache said to be-
long to a faction of the demobilized Sal-
vadorian armed opposition, together with
documents suggesting the existence of an
international kidnapping ring involving

Latin American and European armed op-
position groups.

In September President Chamorro an-
nounced a series of reforms to the armed
forces and said that General Humberto Or-
tega would relinquish office as head of the
army in 1994 and that there would be
changes to the military intelligence hier-
archy. The measures were vociferously
challenged by the armed forces, prompt-
ing renewed controversy about the role of
the military.

The Supreme Court failed to issue a
ruling, due in January, on a challenge to a
provision of the penal code which could
result in the imprisonment of people solely
on the basis of their homosexuality (see
Amnesty International Report 1993).

There was continued violence by rival
armed groups of ex-combatants: recontras,
(former members of the Nicaraguan Res-
istance (NR) or “contra” who had fought
against the previous Sandinista govern-
ment); and recompas, (mainly ex-army
members). Against a backdrop of political
polarization, economic deprivation and
growing lawlessness, both groups of ex-
combatants refused to give up their arms,
despite a demobilization program which
had been initiated under international su-
pervision following the end of the armed
conflict and the election of President
Chamorro in 1990. In August a delegation
of about 40 government officials, including
two vice-ministers, was taken hostage by a
recontra group in Quilali, Nueva Segovia
region. The group’s demands included the
removal of General Ortega. In reprisal, a re-
compa group took over 30 people hostage
the next day in uNno headquarters in Mana-
gua, the capital, among them Vice-Presid-
ent Virgilio Godoy. The group demanded
the release of the government officials held
hostage in Quilali. All hostages were re-
leased unharmed following mediation ef-
forts involving national human rights
groups.

Both groups carried out dozens of delib-
erate and arbitrary killings and other ab-
uses, particularly in the northern regions
of Jinotega and Matagalpa. On both sides
there was evidence in some cases of collu-
sion by different branches of the govern-
ment, and in the majority of cases the
authorities failed to investigate and prosec-
ute those responsible.

Among the victims of abuses committed
by recontra groups were members of




agricultural cooperatives, such as Patricio
Montano Téllez and his sons, Demetrio
and David, who were reportedly tortured
and killed in San Martin, Juigalpa region,
in January. Also targeted, according to cer-
tain sources, were FSLN supporters, includ-
ing Juan Ddvila Pérez and two of his
children, who were murdered in Waslala,
Matagalpa region, in February.

Apparent political killings attributed to
recompa groups included the murder in
February of the president of the Partido
Nacional Conservador, National Conservat-
ive Party, Miguel Rivera Rocha. In No-
vember three former army officers were
found guilty of the November 1992 killing
of a prominent landowner, Arges Sequiera
Mangas (see Amnesty International Report
1993). However, the accused were tried in
absentia and had not been apprehended by
the end of the year.

The President signed an amnesty law in
September granting immunity from pro-
secution to members of rearmed groups
who had committed “political” crimes be-
fore 28 August. The law had originally
been approved by the National Assembly
in August, but was subsequently amended
so as to benefit those responsible for the
August hostage-takings. Although some
groups disarmed under the terms of the
amnesty, several recontra and recompa
groups remained active at the end of the
year and the army launched special opera-
tions in the north with the stated intention
of eliminating them.

Earlier, in July, when army troops re-
claimed the town of Esteli which had been
occupied by a recompa group, dozens of
civilians were killed or wounded. There
were widespread allegations that soldiers
had used excessive and disproportionate
force against unarmed civilians.

Members of the army and National Po-
lice were implicated in several killings of
former NR members in 1993 and previous
years. A farmer from Pantasma, Jinotega re-
gion, who had demobilized from the NR in
1990, was reportedly killed in August by
an army lieutenant, who was already fac-
ing charges of homicide and had been con-
fined to barracks by the Auditoria Militar,
military tribunal. Witnesses to the killing
said they had been threatened by the lieu-
tenant; neither the killing nor the threats
were apparently the subject of a judicial
investigation.

In March the Comision Tripartita,

NICARAGUA

Tripartite Commission, made up of repres-
entatives of the government, the Catholic
Church and the Comision Internacional de
Apoyo y Verificacion (ciav), International
Commission of Support and Verification -
a body of the Organization of American
States — published its findings on 10 kill-
ings of former NR members, including three
killings allegedly committed by the army
between 1990 and 1992 and one by the po-
lice in 1991. The Tripartite Commission
said that Miguel Centeno Valenzuela had
been shot dead in cold blood by two mem-
bers of the National Police in December
1991. Proceedings against the officers alleg-
edly responsible had been opened by the
military tribunal in late 1992, but the two
did not appear to have been detained and
no progress was reported. The Commission
also found a series of irregularities in the
preliminary police investigation, including
falsification of the testimony of witnesses.

Regarding the killing of former NR mem-
ber Harold Benavides Cortéz in February
1991, the Commission revealed that the
two army officers allegedly responsible
had been released without charge in May
1991, after a military tribunal investigation
which had taken testimony only from other
soldiers.

The Commission found that in other
cases civilians and recompa forces had
killed former NR members but had escaped
prosecution because in all but one case of-
ficial investigations had been negligent and
had involved a police or military cover-up.
The Commission recommended prosecu-
tion of those allegedly responsible for the
killings. However, in a report in December
the Commission criticized the lack of com-
pliance with its recommendations and doc-
umented further cases of killings involving
government forces. It also called for the
scope of military jurisdiction over invest-
igations into abuses to be restricted.

Evidence continued to come to light of
police and army complicity in recompa ab-
uses. In one of the cases investigated by
the Commission, ciav observers and other
witnesses reportedly saw army members
collaborating with recompa forces who
had held a police delegation captive in
Wamblén, Matagalpa region, in December
1991 and had executed the local chief of
police, a former NR member. Investigations
into the case were not opened until late
1992, and did not result in the prosecution
of those allegedly responsible.
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No progress was made in the case of
Jean Paul Genie Lacayo, a 17-year-old shot
dead in 1990 by escorts of General Ortega.
An appeal presented by relatives to the
Supreme Court in 1992 challenging milit-
ary jurisdiction over the case was rejected
in December (see Amnesty International
Report 1993).

Incidents of ill-treatment by police were
reported, often in the context of labour
conflicts or violence by armed groups.
Many of those arrested or involved in
disturbances during a transport workers’
strike in September sustained injuries as a
result of apparent excessive force by po-
lice. Nine FSLN youth activists detained
in connection with disturbances in
Portezuelo in September claimed to have
been beaten on arrest and in police cus-
tody. The Centro Nicaragiiense de Dere-
chos Humanos (CeNInil), Nicaraguan Centre
for Human Rights, lodged a formal com-
plaint but no official investigation was un-
dertaken. There were also isolated cases of
ill-treatment of criminal suspects, includ-
ing the beating of a minor, Ricardo José
Sabogal Viales, in October, by the National
Police in Managua. Again, CENIDH'S com-
plaint to the authorities appeared not to
produce any official response.

Three former Spanish citizens of Basque
origin who had been granted Nicaraguan
citizenship were summarily expelled
from Nicaragua in May. Javier Larreategui
Cuadra, Sebastidn Etxaniz and Francisco
Azpiazu were detained on 25 May in con-
nection with the discovery of an arms
cache in Managua two days earlier. They
were held by police beyond the legal limit
of 72 hours and then expelled to Spain
against their will on 30 May, despite an
order from a judge that they should be re-
leased and should remain in Nicaraguan
territory and despite fears that they would
be at risk of torture or ill-treatment in
Spain, where they were wanted for serious
crimes linked to the activities of an armed
Basque separatist group. After five days in
custody on arrival in Spain, during which
they were not physically ill-treated, the
men were transferred to prison in Madrid
under judicial investigation.

In June Amnesty International asked the
government to obtain guarantees that the
three men expelled to Spain would not be
subjected to ill-treatment there and to cla-
rify the apparent procedural irregularities.
The authorities replied that the three

had obtained their Nicaraguan nationality
fraudulently, that procedures for their ex-
pulsion had been entirely in accordance
with national laws, and that the govern-
ment could take no position with regard to
the risk of human rights violations in an-
other sovereign country.

In August Amnesty International pub-
licly condemned the taking of hostages by
recontra and recompa groups, calling for
their immediate and unconditional release.
In October the organization wrote to Pres-
ident Chamorro voicing concern that the
September amnesty law would perpetuate
the impunity with which both governmen-
tal and non-governmental forces had been
allowed to commit deliberate and arbitrary
killings and other abuses since she took
office. It expressed dismay that the law'’s
scope was extended following the August
kidnappings so as to allow those respons-
ible to benefit. In connection with the oc-
cupation of Esteli, the transport workers’
strike and the political violence in August,
Amnesty International called for prevent-
ive measures to be taken to avoid human
rights abuses, including steps to ensure
that the use of force by law enforcement
officials conformed to international stand-
ards and that human rights violators were
brought to justice. In a detailed reply in De-
cember, the President argued that the am-
nesty law was necessary to prevent further
violence and to encourage those who had
taken up arms to return to civilian life.

Some 70 members of the Tuareg minority
ethnic group detained without charge or
trial from August 1992 onwards were re-
leased in April and Tuareg rebels released




all their prisoners. Two Tuareg may have
been extrajudicially executed. Peaceful
demonstrators were detained briefly.

President Mahmane Ousmane came to
power in April following multi-party pres-
idential and parliamentary elections and
ending the transitional period set up by a
National Conference in 1991. A cease-fire
between government forces and Tuareg in-
surgents had been in effect during the elec-
tion period.

More than 20 people still held hostage
by the Tuareg rebel organization, the Front
de libération de I’Air et de I’Azawad (FLAA),
Liberation Front of Air and Azawad, were
released by 12 April. Negotiations between
the new authorities and the FLAA led to a
three-month renewable truce in June
which was subsequently renewed for the
rest of the year. Also in June the govern-
ment lifted the state of emergency which
had been imposed in April 1992. However,
disagreement among the Tuareg rebels
about the truce led to the creation of two
new groups. In October the three rebel fac-
tions came together again for negotiations
with the government, but these were bro-
ken off in November. No acts of violence
by armed rebels were reported from June
onwards.

In July, soldiers mutinied in several
army barracks, mainly with economic de-
mands, but also in protest against the truce
signed with the rFLAA, which apparently
confined them to barracks. The mutineers
took some 11 officials hostage, including
the Deputy Chief of Army Staff, and the
Prefect of Tahoua, but all were released by
13 July. The mutineers apparently went
unpunished.

A commission set up by the National
Conference to examine past political
crimes and human rights violations con-
cluded its work by presenting its findings
to the new Prime Minister, Mahamadou
Issoufou, in line with provisions of the
new Constitution. The commission’s work
was incomplete, as it had not investigated
most of the allegations of human rights
abuse reported to it. It had only completed
investigations into five cases, all concern-
ing corruption. Parliament apparently re-
fused to renew the commission’s mandate
because it considered that the normal
Courts were competent to deal with any
outstanding cases. No new prosecutions for
past human rights violations were initiated
as a result of the commission’s findings,
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but the secrecy surrounding the commis-
sion’s recommendations made it imposs-
ible to establish if this was for political
reasons. When two army officers were
prosecuted in November 1992, the govern-
ment had ordered their release the day
after they were sentenced to 10 years' im-
prisonment. The work of the commission
had been hampered by the arbitrary arrests
of leading Tuareg in 1992, which provoked
the commission’s chairman to go into exile
for eight months (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). The High Court of
Justice, a special court set up in 1991 to try
former government and security officials,
and which allows no right of appeal to
those convicted, remained in place, but
heard no cases during the year.

On 2 April the authorities ordered the
release of remaining Tuareg prisoners held
for political reasons, believed to number
about 70. They were among more than 200
Tuareg arrested by the army from August
1992 onwards (see Amnesty International
Report 1993). Some had been held outside
any legal framework. Many appeared to be
prisoners of conscience, imprisoned solely
because they were Tuareg, with no evid-
ence that they were involved in the Tuareg
rebellion. Of 31 Tuareg prisoners who were
held at the main prison in Niamey, the
capital, on 2 April, 11 were taken hostage
by other prisoners who demanded that
they too should be released. On 23 April,
some 900 prisoners, including criminal
suspects, convicted common law prisoners
and the 11 remaining Tuareg detainees, es-
caped from prison in Niamey.

Demonstrations and marches in Niamey
were broken up by the security forces on
several occasions and resulted in a series of
arrests. It seemed that the security forces
intervened on the grounds that the de-
monstrations had not been authorized,
although in all but one case they appeared
to be peaceful until the security forces
intervened.

Fourteen organizers of a demonstration
protesting against disruption in education
were held in custody for 24 hours in Janu-
ary and then released. They were charged
with responsibility for damage caused
when the security forces intervened. They
had not been brought to trial by the end of
the year.

At least eight leading members of the
former sole political party, the Mouvement
national pour la société de développement-
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Nasara (MNsD-Nasara), National Movement
for a Society in Development, were arres-
ted on 13 August after a march. The eight
were not charged but were reportedly kept
in custody on the personal orders of the
Minister of Justice. On 19 August a court
ordered their release on the grounds that
their arrest had been illegal.

In September, a member of the MNsD-
Nasara was held briefly by the mayor of
a village near Maradi for playing music
which he considered to be insulting to the
authorities. Ten members of the MNsD-
Nasara, who apparently assaulted the
mayor while demanding the release of
their colleague, were sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment on charges of assault.
Five others were acquitted.

Two Tuareg killed near Agades in De-
cember may have been victims of extraju-
dicial execution, on account of their ethnic
origin. The two market gardeners were
travelling to market when soldiers opened
fire on them. The incident took place in the
context of increased tension when the
truce between the government and Tuareg
rebel organizations was not renewed.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of all prisoners of conscience and
welcomed the releases of Tuareg detainees.

Hundreds of critics and opponents of the
government, including journalists, human
rights activists and trade unionists, who
were detained, mostly without charge,
were prisoners of conscience. More than
40 people arrested in 1992 in connection
with religious riots remained held without
trial. Several dozen members of the Ogoni
ethnic group were extrajudicially executed

by security forces. At least 26 people were
sentenced to death, most after grossly un-
fair trials before special tribunals; some
death sentences were subsequently com-
muted and no executions were reported.

Although transition to civilian rule was
due to be completed in August, a military
government remained in power at the end
of the year.

In January a two-chamber National As-
sembly was inaugurated and a Transitional
Council chaired by Chief Ernest Shonekan
was established to run day-to-day govern-
ment affairs until the return to civilian rule
scheduled for 27 August. However, its
powers were severely restricted and the
National Defence and Security Council,
headed by President Ibrahim Babangida,
effectively retained political control. Can-
didates of the only two political par-
ties allowed (which had been established
by the military government), the Social
Democratic Party (spr) and the National
Republican Convention (NRc), contested a
presidential election on 12 June. Although
it was evident that Chief Moshood Abiola
of the spp had been successful, on 23 June
President Babangida annulled the results
of the election, citing malpractices. Interna-
tional observers, however, judged that the
election had been fair.

The refusal to announce the results of
the election led to protest both at home and
abroad. The military authorities responded
by introducing repressive new laws, sup-
pressing the news media and detaining
critics and opponents. They repealed legis-
lation providing for transition to civilian
rule. President Babangida maintained,
however, that his military government
would relinquish power as scheduled. On
26 August he resigned and appointed an
Interim National Government headed by
Chief Shonekan, which undertook to or-
ganize a fresh presidential election and to
hand over power to an elected civilian gov-
ernment by March 1994. On 17 November,
however, following a High Court ruling
that the Interim National Government was
illegal and strikes in protest against in-
creased domestic fuel prices, the military
once again intervened. Chief Shonekan
was forced to resign and was replaced as
head of state by former Defence Minister
General Sani Abacha, who dissolved the
National Assembly and all other elected
bodies and banned the two political
parties. He established a predominantly




military Provisional Ruling Council and
subsequently appointed a Federal Execut-
ive Council composed largely of civilians.
The new military government promised a
constitutional conference in early 1994.

On 5 May the government promulgated
the Treason and Treasonable Offences De-
cree No. 29 of 1993, under which anyone
whose actions or views were deemed
“capable of disrupting the general fabric”
of Nigeria could be sentenced to death.
The decree was suspended on 21 May,
after national and international protest, but
was not repealed.

In July Nigeria acceded to both the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Journalists, human rights activists and
trade unionists were among hundreds of
prisoners of conscience detained during
the year.

In the months preceding the June pres-
idential election dozens of journalists were
arrested. Malam Aliyu Hayatu, editor of
the independent Reporter newspaper, was
arrested in March and charged with “in-
citing public disturbances with intent to
endanger public peace” for criticizing the
military authorities. He was released on
bail but was not tried. The newspaper was
closed. There were further arrests of journ-
alists following the military authorities’
decision to annul the results of the presid-
ential election, including four editors of
Tell magazine who were arrested in Au-
gust. On 16 August the military authorities
promulgated a decree which proscribed
several newspapers closed the previous
month; the ban was lifted in November.

After the military authorities failed to
announce the election results, the Cam-
paign for Democracy (cp), an alliance of
pro-democracy groups, called for a week of
protest in early July. Hundreds of people
were arrested during demonstrations in
Lagos and other towns, and more than 100
people died in clashes with security forces.
It appeared that in some cases the security
forces opened fire indiscriminately. Among
those arrested were three leading ¢cp mem-
bers: its chairman, Dr Beko Ransome-Kuti,
also President of the Committee for the
Defence of Human Rights; Femi Falana, a
lawyer and President of the National Asso-
ciation of Democratic Lawyers; and Chief
Gani Fawehinmi, a prominent human
rights lawyer. All three had been arrested
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previously. They were charged with sedi-
tion and conspiracy. Although bail was
granted, the authorities continued to detain
them under legislation allowing adminis-
trative detention of security suspects for re-
newable periods of six weeks. They were
freed in late August, shortly after the In-
terim National Government came to power.
At the same time Chief Shonekan an-
nounced that detained journalists were to
be released.

Three staff members of the Civil Liber-
ties Organisation (CLO). a non-governmental
human rights organization affiliated to the
cD, were also arrested in early July. The cLo
had been a particular target for harassment
since the beginning of the year. Wale
Shittu, Femi Adenuga and Emmanuel
Nweke were arrested by police in Lagos,
charged with sedition and released on bail
after a month, but were not tried.

Joseph Akinjala, Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of the National Union of Petroleum,
Energy and Gas, was arrested in August
and held for several days after threatening
to call a strike if President Babangida did
not leave office on 27 August.

There were further arrests of ¢cb mem-
bers and supporters during September and
October. Most were released uncharged
after a short time. Dr Beko Ransome-Kuti
was again arrested in October, together
with more than 20 others, including his
daughter, Morenike Ransome-Kuti, a law-
yer, Olusegun Mayegun, former president
of the National Association of Nigerian
Students, and Chima Ubani, cp General
Secretary. They were released shortly after-
wards but 17 of them, including Dr Ran-
some-Kuti, were charged with unlawful
assembly and disturbing the peace; their
trial was adjourned until 1994.

Ken Saro-Wiwa, N.G. Dube and Kobari
Nwiee, prominent members of the Move-
ment for the Survival of the Ogoni People
(Mosor), were arrested in Port Harcourt in
Rivers State in June. They were charged
with unlawful assembly, seditious inten-
tion and seditious publication. They were
released on bail after several weeks but had
not been tried by the end of the year. The
Ogoni community has campaigned against
environmental damage and inadequate
compensation for destruction of land and
crops by oil companies.

In June there were reports that more
than 40 members of the Kataf ethnic group,
arrested during 1992 in connection with
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religious riots, were still held without trial
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).
Seven had been acquitted by Civil Disturb-
ances Special Tribunals in late 1992 and
early 1993 but remained in Kaduna Prison.
Sixteen others, against whom charges had
been withdrawn or whose trials had been
adjourned, also remained held and at least
21 others remained in detention without
charge or trial.

Nine army officers, convicted after a
grossly unfair trial in connection with a
coup attempt in April 1990, remained held
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
At least three other soldiers remained held
in connection with the coup attempt. One
had been acquitted and two appeared to be
held without charge or trial.

There were reports of ill-treatment by
police both of pro-democracy activists and
criminal suspects. In August Morenike
Ransome-Kuti (see above) was beaten by
police in her home in Lagos. Okey Uzoho,
a leading member of the NRc, was beaten
when arrested by police on 20 November;
he was subsequently admitted to hospital.

Prison conditions remained extremely
harsh and amounted in some cases to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. In
October the cLO reported that eight prison-
ers under sentence of death in Kirikiri
Maximum Security Prison were held in ap-
palling conditions. Held in small, dark cells
with no toilet facilities, they were rarely
able to wash and one mentally ill prisoner
was chained to a wall in an isolation cell.

The security forces extrajudicially exe-
cuted dozens of members of the Ogoni eth-
nic group in Rivers State. In April security
forces were reported to have opened fire on
peaceful demonstrators in Biara; 11 people
were injured. Shortly afterwards, further
shooting by the security forces at Nonwa
resulted in one death. In early August at
least 35 members of the Ogoni ethnic
group, including children, were killed in
Kaa by armed men, some in uniform.
Although local officials claimed that the
incident was an ethnic clash between
the Ogoni and neighbouring Andoni
people, there was evidence implicating the
security forces.

Several hundred other people were re-
ported to have died between July and
September in violent clashes between
members of the Ogoni and Andoni commu-
nities. There were further allegations that
the security forces were implicated in

aggression against the Ogoni community.
There was no official investigation into any
of these killings.

Seventeen prisoners, all but two from
the Kataf community, were sentenced to
death in February and March after grossly
unfair trials before two Civil Disturbances
Special Tribunals in Kaduna. They were
convicted of culpable homicide in connec-
tion with the riots in Kaduna in May 1992.
Some of them, including Zamani Lekwot,
a retired army general, had already been
tried for unlawful assembly and released.
They were immediately rearrested and
charged with culpable homicide on sub-
stantially the same evidence, with no right
of appeal to a higher court. Convictions
and sentences were referred to the military
government. In March a High Court in
Lagos granted a temporary injunction re-
straining the government from executing
Zamani Lekwot and others sentenced to
death. The case was subsequently referred
to the Supreme Court. However, in August
President Babangida commuted the death
sentences to five years' imprisonment.

Five others were reported to have been
sentenced to death in March and April by
a Civil Disturbances Special Tribunal in
Bauchi, in connection with religious riots
in Bauchi State in 1991.

Four other death sentences were repor-
ted, including two passed in October by a
Robbery and Firearms Tribunal in Benue
State. No executions were reported.

In September a High Court in Maidu-
guri, Borno State, granted refugee status to
244 Chadians arrested in 1991 and 1992.
The court also ruled that their arrests and
detention at a military camp had been ille-
gal, and granted an injunction restraining
the federal government from deporting
them. Over 200 Chadians had been illeg-
ally deported in 1992; at least three
were tortured to death or extrajudicially
executed by the Chadian authorities (see
Amnesty International Report 1993).

Amnesty International repeatedly urged
the government to release pro-democracy
activists who were prisoners of conscience.
In February and March the organization
urged the government to commute the
death sentences imposed on Zamani Lek-
wot and others convicted after unfair trials
before Civil Disturbances Special Tri-
bunals. Amnesty International called for
the release of Ken Saro-Wiwa and other
members of the Ogoni ethnic group and,




following killings by the security forces in
Rivers State in May and August, called for
an independent inquiry and for immediate
steps to be taken to prevent further killings.
No replies were received from the govern-
ment.

PAKISTAN

Several prisoners of conscience charged
with blasphemy remained in prison while
new blasphemy cases were registered
against others on account of their peaceful
political opinions or religious beliefs. Over
200 possible prisoners of conscience were
among hundreds of people arbitrarily de-
tained during army operations in Sindh
Province. Several cases of unacknowl-
edged detention in police custody were
investigated by the courts. Hundreds of
people were reportedly tortured in police
or military custody. Sentences of flogging
and amputation were passed. Over a
dozen deaths were reported which the au-
thorities alleged were “encounter” killings
but which appeared to be deaths after tor-
ture or extrajudicial executions. Fifty-
seven people were sentenced to death,
some by special courts which failed to
meet international standards. One execu-
tion was reported.

After months of political uncertainty,
President Ishaq Khan and Prime Minister
Mian Nawaz Sharif resigned in July.
Moeen Qureshi was appointed to form an
interim government. General elections for
the national and provincial assemblies
took place in October. The leader of the
Pakistan People's Party (ppp), Benazir
Bhutto, was sworn in as Prime Minister
on 19 October. The ppp candidate,
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Farooq Leghari, was elected President in
November.

In September the government an-
nounced plans to establish a National
Human Rights Commission to investigate
human rights violations, but no further de-
velopments were reported by the end of
the year.

Army operations initiated in May 1992
to combat criminal and political violence
in Sindh continued. The police and mil-
itary enjoyed legal immunity for acts
deemed to have been committed “in good
faith”.

An ordinance promulgated in Septem-
ber extended the death penalty to cover
drug-trafficking.

Eight charges of misrule and corruption
filed against Benazir Bhutto after her dis-
missal as Prime Minister in August 1990
were still pending. Her husband, Asif
Zardari, was acquitted of the tenth charge
in the 12 cases against him and was re-
leased on bail in February after 28 months
in prison.

Blasphemy laws, which carry a mandat-
ory death penalty, continued to be used to
harass or detain people for their political or
religious beliefs. Dr Akhtar Hamid Khan, a
Muslim poet in his seventies and founder
of the Orangi Project, a development pro-
gram, was charged with blasphemy in two
separate cases. He was reported to have
been falsely accused by traditional Is-
lamists whose businesses had been ad-
versely affected by the self-help training
program his project offered to the poor. Dr
Khan remained at liberty but under threat
of imprisonment as a prisoner of con-
science.

Gul Masih, a Christian who had been
sentenced to death in 1992 for blasphemy,
remained in jail (see Amnesty International
Report 1993). He was a prisoner of con-
science. Three other Christians were arres-
ted in May in Gujranwala, Punjab, accused
by their Islamist neighbours of writing
blasphemous statements on a mosque's
walls. One of them, a 13-year-old boy, was
released on bail in November.

Several members of the Ahmadi re-
ligious minority were prisoners of con-
science. Abdul Qadeer, Mohammad Haziq
Rafiq Tahir, Mohammad Ilyas Munir and
Nisar Ahmad were arrested in 1984 and
falsely accused of murder during the mar-
tial law period (1977 to 1985). Sentenced
to 25 years’ imprisonment after an unfair
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trial by a military court, they were still in
prison at the end of 1993. Scheduled hear-
ings of their appeals to the Lahore High
Court were repeatedly postponed. At least
60 Ahmadis were charged for using verses
from the Koran during their peaceful relig-
ious activities: one was sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment and two were charged
with blasphemy.

At least four journalists who had repor-
ted an incident in which excessive force
was allegedly used by police against stu-
dent demonstrators in January were de-
tained and reportedly beaten on the orders
of a police deputy superintendent. They
lodged complaints but the police officers
involved were not brought to justice. Sev-
eral other journalists were imprisoned in
tribal areas after trials which contravened
tribal court regulations and international
fair trial standards. Sailab Mahsud, who
was arrested in South Waziristan by the
Tribal Agency there after he had compiled
a report on a tribal leader charged with
drugs offences who had escaped from
detention, was sentenced to 16 years' im-
prisonment in October; however, he was
released in mid-November. Afzal Afzaal
was released from a jail in a tribal area in
October after two weeks of a three-year
sentenie when he reportedly paid a large
sum of money to the local tribal area au-
thorities and undertook not to report “false
news stories”.

G.M. Syed, a possible prisoner of con-
science, continued to remain under house
arrest on sedition charges (see Amnesty
International Report 1993).

Over 200 possible prisoners of con-
science were among hundreds of people ar-
bitrarily arrested during army operations in
Sindh. Most were supporters of the Moha-
jir @aumi Mahaz (MQM), Mohajir National
Movement. Dozens of them were report-
edly detained solely because they were rel-
atives of MQM activists being sought by the
authorities. Many of those detained were
tortured to extract information or to force
them to change their political allegiance.
Many were held in secret detention with-
out charge or trial for up to six months. In
March Radio Pakistan reported a govern-
ment decision to withdraw charges against
835 detainees. By the end of the year it was
not known if any of them had been re-
leased.

At least two cases of unacknowledged
detention were reported, but the actual

number was believed to be much higher. In
January, four police officers were arrested
after an inquiry confirmed that they had
kept two men and five women in un-
acknowledged detention and tortured
them at Gulshan-i-Igbal police station in
Karachi.

Torture in the custody of the police, the
paramilitary and the armed forces con-
tinued to be widespread and systematic,
frequently leading to deaths. Scores of vic-
tims included political prisoners, criminal
suspects and ordinary citizens from whom
the police wanted to extract bribes.

Police arrested dozens of women report-
edly to rape them. Those resisting rape
were reportedly charged with the Islamic
offence of Zina (adultery) under which
release on bail is not permitted. As the
law does not provide effective safeguards
against the arbitrary use of this charge
by the police, scores of women, some of
whom had been detained in previous
years, remained in jail pending a judicial
hearing of the Zina cases against them.
Also detained were women who had gone
to the police to report incidents of rape, but
were then held in custody on grounds of
confession to illegal sexual intercourse.

Few police officers accused of rape were
brought to trial. However, three police offi-
cers at Tando Ghulam Haider in Hyder-
abad district, Sindh Province, were each
sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment and
10 lashes for arresting eight members of the
Bheel tribe in October 1992 and raping the
women. However, they were subsequently
acquitted by the Supreme Appellate Court
on technical grounds.

Bonded labourers were reportedly tor-
tured with police complicity in hundreds
of private camps run by rural landlords or
factory owners. A camp was discovered in
March when two women escaped after 16
years of incarceration, reporting torture
and ill-treatment of the inmates and gang-
rapes of several women.

Sentences of flogging were reportedly
delivered in at least 12 cases: nine men
were sentenced for sexual offences and
three men for drugs offences. When hear-
ing appeals filed in previous years, the
Supreme Court increased two men’s sen-
tences from 10 to 30 lashes and the Federal
Shari‘a Court, hearing appeals within its
Islamic jurisdiction, acquitted one man but
upheld sentences of 10 and 50 lashes on
two other men. Two men were reportedly




flogged in September in the tribal areas.
Each received five lashes after a tribal court
convicted them of drug-smuggling. They
had no right of appeal.

A man reportedly detained in bar fetters
in Hyderabad Central Jail for eight years
without trial was released in July by a High
Court order. It was not known if the au-
thorities took any action against those re-
sponsible for his illegal detention and
ill-treatment.

In January a man and a woman who had
reportedly stolen money from a hospital
fund received sentences of amputation of a
hand from a Special Court for Speedy Trial
in Multan, Punjab. Their appeal before a
higher court remained pending.

Over a dozen deaths were reported
which the authorities alleged were “en-
counter” killings but which appeared to b
deaths after torture or extrajudicial exe-
cutions. Nazir Masih, a Christian, died in
May in Faisalabad, Punjab, after police re-
portedly beat him for refusing to give them
alcohol. In July a young handicapped man
arrested with several other villagers in Mir-
pur Khas, Sindh, was reportedly tortured
to death when he failed to pay a bribe the
police demanded for his release.

No members of the security forces in-
volved in the killings were brought to just-
ice. In most cases, the police refused to
register a ‘First Information Report’ — on
the basis of which an official investigation
is carried out — by the victim's family.

New information was received about a
“disappearance” which had occurred in
November 1991. Allah Rakhio, a customs
inspector, had “disappeared” after being
detained by the army. No government ac-
tion was known to have been taken to es-
tablish his fate or whereabouts.

Following the apparent “disappearance”
of a young man arrested as a criminal sus-
pect, the Lahore High Court ruled in March
that a police officer at Phalia police station,
Lahore, should be brought to justice. A
bailiff instructed by the court to search
the police officer’s private residence found
the prisoner detained there. An official
investigation was promised but was not
carried out.

In May the government informed Am-
nesty International that following a court
order, a case had been registered against
the station house officer accused of the ex-
trajudicial execution of Mohammed Yusuf
Jakhrani after his arrest during a police and
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military operation in June 1992 in
Kandhkot, Sindh (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). However, no investiga-
tion was known to have taken place. In
three other cases the government report-
edly undertook to investigate police and
military involvement in allegedly unlawful
killings, but no investigation was known to
havebeen carried out.

The courts imposed 57 death sentences
during the year. Special Courts for the Sup-
pression of Terrorist Activities sentenced
22 men to death for murder or kidnapping;
Special Courts for Speedy Trial sentenced
18 people to death for murder or rape; and
ordinary lower courts sentenced 14 people
to death for murder, blasphemy or sexual
offences. In February a lower court sen-
tenced Nasrin Bibi to death by stoning for
alleged bigamy. She remained in jail until
July when the Federal Shari‘a Court acquit-
ted Ler.

Appeal courts acquitted eight prisoners
sentenced to death by lower courts and
commuted three other death sentences to
life imprisonment. The Supreme Appellate
Court commuted another two sentences to
life imprisonment and imposed the death
penalty on two men acquitted of a murder
charge by a lower court. In February the
Sindh High Court ordered the suspension
of a planned execution of a man whose ap-
peal was still pending. At the end of the
year, several hundred prisoners remained
under sentence of death.

No death sentences upheld by the
Supreme Court were reported to have been
commuted by the President. In September,
one man was hanged in Quetta. Dozens
more prisoners were reportedly awaiting
execution in various prisons, including 15
women in Multan Jail, Punjab.

In January Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Pakistan: Arrest and tor-
ture of political activists, in which it
expressed concern about the mass arrests
of ppp activists in November and December
1992. In August the organization expressed
concern about the detention of Salamat
Masih and two other Christians on charges
of blasphemy, and in June Amnesty Inter-
national urged the government to investig-
ate the “disappearance” of Allah Rakhio
and clarify his whereabouts. In September
Amnesty International welcomed the deci-
sion of the interim government to establish
a National Human Rights Commission
but recommended an extensive review of
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existing institutions for more effective
human rights protection. It also called
upon all the political parties running for
election to make clear their commitment to
the protection of human rights. In Novem-
ber Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release Sailab Mahsud. An
Amnesty International report published in
December, Pakistan: Torture, deaths in
custody and extrajudicial executions, re-
vealed a pattern of widespread and system-
atic torture, including rape, in custody.
Amnesty International urged the new gov-
ernment to investigate past torture cases,
and to enforce safeguards against the use of
torture.

PANAMA

A political party leader whose detention
was alleged to be politically motivated re-
mained imprisoned. There were reports of
ill-treatment by the police of protesters
and detainees. A number of security force
personnel were convicted of human rights
abuses carried out under previous admin-
istrations.

In the run-up to the first elections since
the us invasion, scheduled for May 1994,
there were widespread allegations of cor-
ruption and improper use of the courts
to undermine political opponents. In re-
sponse, and in an attempt to assure a fair
and free electoral context, Panama’s polit-
ical parties entered into a pact, undertaking
to refrain from using the courts and other
institutions as mechanisms for persecution
or repression and to avoid violence and in-
timidation in the lead-up to the elections.

Controversy continued as to the identit-
ies, numbers and manner of death of those
who lost their lives during the us invasion
in 1989. The usa has repeatedly said that a
relatively low number of civilian casualties
were caused inadvertently when us troops

were trying to take control of or neutralize
military targets. However, some human
rights groups in Panama and abroad claim
that civilian areas considered supportive of
Panama’s then de facto leader, Defence
Forces Chief Manuel Noriega, were inten-
tionally targeted during the invasion, that
many non-combatants died, and that they
were buried in unmarked graves in order to
obscure their identities and numbers. In
October the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights of the Organization of
American States decided to admit petitions
filed on behalf of some 300 Panamanians
seeking compensation from the usa for
non-combatant deaths and injuries and
property damage which they said were
caused by us troops during the invasion.

In January Panama acceded to the Sec-
ond Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aim-
ing at the abolition of the death penalty.

After being held in untried preventive
detention for a period far exceeding the
standard penalty of six months to a year
provided for the fraud with which he had
been charged, Jaime Simons was eventu-
ally transferred to house arrest in Decem-
ber on grounds of ill-health (he suffers
from prostate cancer). A founder member
of Manuel Noriega’s political party, Jaime
Simons had been arrested by us forces in
1989. Trial proceedings against him were
finally initiated in his absence — he was
judged too ill to attend - on 13 December,
but suspended the following day to allow
the authorities to carry out further in-
quiries. There were allegations — which
were difficult to assess - that his continued
detention and the authorities’ long refusal
to transfer him to house arrest had been po-
litically motivated (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993).

Three leaders of the so-called Dignity
Battalions, a disbanded paramilitary group
allegedly responsible for human rights vi-
olations under Manuel Noriega's govern-
ment, were released in September after
serving almost four years in prison on
charges of having “threatened the legal per-
sonality of the state” (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1992 and 1993).

Police allegedly used excessive force in
breaking up peaceful demonstrations by
trade unionists, families of victims of the
us invasion, and indigenous peoples, lead-
ing to a number of injuries and one known
death. In May a member of the Ngob-Buglé




indigenous group died from his injuries
after police in Chiriqui province forcibly
dispersed indigenous demonstrators call-
ing for complete demarcation of indigen-
ous lands. Investigations into the killing
had apparently not been completed by the
end of 1993.

In June former President Manuel Solis
Palma, and four former military officials,
were found guilty of having established
the so-called Dignity Battalions. It was not
clear whether all were present for their
trial or whether they had been formally
sentenced and jailed by the end of the year.
Also in June the courts made the first
award to victims of human rights abuses
during Panama's two decades of military
rule, ruling that the Panamanian Govern-
ment should pay damages to demonstrators
beaten in 1984 by the police.

In October Panamanian magistrates sen-
tenced Manuel Noriega and two others to
20 years’ imprisonment for the 1985 tor-
ture, murder and beheading of an outspo-
ken opponent of his administration, Hugo
Spadafora (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1986, 1988, 1990 and 1991). Seven
others were acquitted. Manuel Noriega,
who was serving a lengthy jail sentence in
the usa for drug-trafficking and money-
laundering, was sentenced in absentia. The
courts also ruled that Manuel Noriega was
to be tried in absentia for the summary
execution of a rebel army major who had
led a 1989 coup attempt against him (see
Amnesty International Report 1990).

In November, three officers of the Pana-
manian National Guard were found guilty
of murdering Colombian priest Hector Ga-
llego. He had “disappeared” in Veraguas
province in 1971 after being arrested by the
National Guard, commanded at that time
by Panama'’s then ruler, General Omar Tor-
rijos. The three convicted officers had ap-
parently not been sentenced by the end of
the year.

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

Dozens of suspected supporters of an
armed secessionist group on Bougainville
Island were extrajudicially executed by
government forces, some after being
tortured, and at least 11 reportedly
“disappeared”. Torture and ill-treatment

PANAMA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA

continued to be reported throughout the
country. Serious human rights abuses
were reportedly committed by the seces-
sionist group on Bougainville.

Armed conflict on Bougainville contin-
ued between the Papua New Guinea De-
fence Forces (PNGDF) and the secessionist
Bougainville Revolutionary Army (BRA). In
February government troops entered the
provincial capital, Arawa, and Prime Min-
ister Paias Wingti called for the uncondi-
tional surrender of Bougainville rebels.
Despite an agreement to restore essential
services to Bougainville, delivery of food
and medicine to the island continued to be
obstructed by the PNGDF.

In May an Internal Security Act was
passed by parliament. The Act grants the
Head of State power to order the arrest of
members of organizations deemed to “sup-
port terrorism” and gives the security
forces extra powers to arrest without war-
rant and detain suspects without charge for
up to 20 days. Faced with mounting criti-
cism on human rights grounds, the Prime
Minister agreed to review the Act in Octo-
ber. The government proposed an amend-
ment to the Constitution which would
reverse the legal presumption of inno-
cence, but this had not been enacted by the
end of the year.

Dozens of suspected BRA supporters
were extrajudicially executed by govern-
ment troops on Bougainville, some after
being tortured. In January, six men, includ-
ing Rodney Soguwan and Alex Solomon,
were shot dead in cold blood when gov-
ernment troops intercepted their boat off
Bougainville, according to a seventh man,
Moresi Tua, who was shot and wounded
but managed to escape. He said the sol-
diers, who were in a patrol boat, shot one
man dead and then shot the others when
they jumped into the sea to try and escape.
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In late January Ellen Divai was killed by a
mortar bomb fired by the PNGDF, which also
injured eight other people travelling in a
truck towards Arawa township. There was
apparently no official investigation into the
incident.

Ken Savia, a leading member of the in-
dependence movement in Bougainville, re-
portedly “disappeared” after being seized
by government troops who raided Arawa
General Hospital on 13 February. Eye-wit-
nesses said that the following day he was
seen tied to the back of a military truck and
being dragged along the road. Ken Savia
was subsequently reported to have been
killed by government soldiers. Ten other
people, including a nine-year-old girl and a
three-month old baby and their mother re-
portedly “disappeared” after being seized
by troops at the hospital during the raid.
The government failed to provide any in-
formation about the “disappearance” of
Ken Savia and the other 10 people.

In January and September the govern-
ment stated its commitment to pay com-
pensation for the killing of two Solomon
Islanders, Jacinta Popo and Peter Kamaraia,
during a raid by government troops in 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).

Torture and ill-treatment by the security
forces continued to be reported on Boug-
ainville and in other parts of Papua New
Guinea. Suspected BRA supporters were the
principal victims on Bougainville. On main-
land Papua New Guinea, the main victims
were villagers involved in disputes over
logging operations, and criminal suspects.

On Bougainville, staff and patients from
the Arawa Hospital were reportedly seized
by pPNG soldiers and beaten after govern-
ment troops raided the hospital in Febru-
ary. In September a girl from Luagua vil-
lage in South Bougainville was reportedly
raped in public by a government soldier.

On the mainland, at least three incid-
ents of ill-treatment and harassment report-
edly occurred in Morobe province.
Inhabitants of Kaiapit village said that po-
lice from Goroka entered the village in Jan-
uary, lined up young men and threatened
to “blow them up”, fired their weapons,
pushed gun barrels into the mouths of
those who protested, and beat others with
gun butts and barrels. The Eastern High-
lands Police Commissioner said he would
conduct a full investigation into the incid-
ent, but it was not known whether this had
taken place by the end of the year.

Vere Tau, a probation officer at
Gabagaba village in Central province, al-
leged that he was beaten in Boroko police
station in February. He said he was
punched on the face, kicked and beaten
with a baton. He was charged with insult-
ing a police officer, a charge later dis-
missed at the district court. There was no
known official investigation into the allega-
tions of ill-treatment.

In June police in the capital, Port
Moresby, reportedly arrested and beat
three people from Bougainville, whom
they accused of being BRA supporters.
There were apparently no grounds for the
allegations against the men, who were then
charged with driving under the influence
of alcohol.

In September a police riot squad re-
portedly detained Gewai Dusty Zamunu, a
village leader and environmental activist in
Morobe province, interrogated him about
his opposition to a logging operation in
Sowara village, and severely beat him. He
was released after he appeared before a
magistrate on 20 September.

The BRA was responsible for human
rights abuses on Bougainville. BRA mem-
bers reportedly assaulted and raped civil-
ians and subjected others to death threats.
Amnesty International condemned these
abuses and called upon the BRA to respect
human rights and basic international hu-
manitarian standards.

In June Amnesty International repres-
entatives met the Minister of State for
Bougainville to discuss the human rights
situation on Bougainville.

In November Amnesty International
published a report, Papua New Guinea:
“Under the Barrel of a Gun” - civil conflict
and human rights on Bougainville, 1991 to
1993. It described a pattern of extrajudicial
execution, torture and other violations by
the PNGDF on Bougainville. The report also
documented serious human rights abuses
by the BrA. It urged the government to initi-
ate thorough and impartial investigations
into human rights violations in Bougain-
ville, and to bring suspected perpetrators to
justice.

Amnesty International also urged the
government to permit direct access to
Bougainville by international human rights
and legal organizations to monitor human
rights.




PARAGUAY
GoF

Torture and ill-treatment of criminal sus-
pects, including juveniles, by the police
continued to be reported. An army colonel
was imprisoned briefly for denouncing
corrupt practices by senior army comman-
ders. Important new evidence emerged
about the torture, killing and “disap-
pearance” of political prisoners during
the past administration of General
Alfredo Stroessner.

In May presidential and congressional
elections were held. Juan Carlos Wasmosy
of the ruling Colorado Party was elected
the country’s first civilian president since
1954. International observers criticized
military intervention in the electoral pro-
cess after a senior army commander said
the armed forces would not accept an op-
position victory. In his inaugural speech,
President Wasmosy pledged his govern-
ment to respect human rights.

In January Paraguay accepted the juris-
diction of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights.

New reports were received of torture
and ill-treatment in police stations and de-
tention centres. The victims included chil-
dren and other young people. In April,
16-year-old Blas Américo Villalba, who
was accused of armed robbery, testified
before an investigating judge that he had
signed a confession under torture. He said
he had been arrested in March and taken to
the police Intelligence Department where
he was beaten and kicked in the stomach.
He also alleged that plastic bags had been
placed over his head while he was given
electric shocks, and that he had been
threatened with death. His co-defendant,
19-year-old Luis Ferreira Martinez, told the
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investigating judge that he had been taken
by three police officers to a wooded area on
the outskirts of Asuncién where he was
tortured and threatened with death. In June
Blas Américo Villalba died of wounds re-
ceived in what police described as an
armed confrontation after he had escaped
from a juvenile detention centre. Judicial
authorities failed to conduct thorough in-
vestigations into these and other allega-
tions of torture and continued to accept as
evidence confessions allegedly made under
duress.

Army Colonel Luis Catalino Gonzélez
Rojas was rearrested in January and held in
the military prison of Penia Hermosa in the
Chaco region. Colonel Gonzélez had been
arrested in September 1992 after opening
investigations into corruption within the
armed forces and provisionally released in
October pending the military court's ver-
dict (see Amnesty International Report
1993). In January the Supreme Military
Court acquitted him of charges of defama-
tion and slander but sentenced him to 90
days’ “disciplinary arrest” for having pub-
licly denounced the involvement of his
superiors in corrupt practices. He was re-
leased in February, before the expiry of his
sentence.

Judicial investigations into torture and
deaths in custody of political prisoners
under General Stroessner’s administration
continued, despite efforts by alleged per-
petrators to block the trials. In May the
Supreme Court of Justice rejected a petition
presented by defence lawyers acting for
Pastor Coronel, the former head of the
Departamento de Investigaciones de la
Policia (pip-c), Police Investigations Depart-
ment. The petition argued that charges
against Pastor Coronel for the torture of
opposition activist Bienvenido Caceres
in 1982 should be dropped because the
statute of limitations had expired. The
Supreme Court confirmed the Appeal
Court’s ruling that the statute of limitations
should only apply from the day that
General Stroessner was overthrown in
February 1989.

Detailed evidence substantiating allega-
tions of widespread human rights viola-
tions by the military and police during the
period of General Stroessner’s rule (1954 to
1989) continued to emerge from police
records confiscated by judicial officials in
December 1992. The confiscated archive
material included meticulous records of
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the arrest, torture and murder of political
prisoners. It also showed that the police
had continued to monitor the activities of
opposition leaders after General Stroessner
was overthrown in 1989. Further archive
material was uncovered in early 1993 from
other branches of the security services, in-
cluding the Interior Ministry’s Technical
Office for the Repression of Communism,
which again provided evidence of human
rights violations. Arrest warrants were is-
sued against the senior officers of the
Technical Office, but they had not been
detained by the end of the year. Under pro-
visions of the 1992 Constitution, relatives
of “disappeared” prisoners and victims of
torture gained access to the security ser-
vices' records. The information acquired
was used to substantiate formal charges
against leading members of the former
Stroessner administration.

In May a criminal court judge ruled that
former President Stroessner, who remained
in exile in Brazil, was in contempt of court
for deliberately failing to appear before the
court to answer charges relating to the
deaths in custody of brothers Rodolfo and
Benjamin de Jesis Ramirez Villalba. The
brothers were detained in 1974 and ac-
cused of plotting to assassinate General
Stroessner. They were severely tortured
and held chained and incommunicado in
the pip-¢ for 22 months. Both were believed
to have been killed by bpip-c officials in
1976, although their bodies were never
found. In November the criminal court
judge investigating the “disappearance” of
the Villalba brothers sought the extradition
of General Stroessner from Brazil.

The archive material also provided
proof of collaboration between the military
governments of Paraguay, Uruguay, Ar-
gentina, Chile and Brazil during operations
to combat “subversion” in the 1970s and
1980s. In March relatives of Gustavo Edi-
son Inzaurralde Melgar and Nelson San-
tana Escotto, both Uruguayans, presented
a formal criminal complaint against
Paraguayan, Argentine and Uruguayan
security officials for the illegal detention,
torture and kidnapping of the two men in
1977. pip¢ documents showed that both
men had been arrested in Asuncién in
March 1977 on suspicion of membership of
an illegal left-wing organization. In May
1977 the prisoners were handed over to
Uruguayan and Argentine army intelli-
gence officers who secretly took them to

Argentina. Their whereabouts remain un-
known. The criminal court judge issued
arrest warrants against several former high-
ranking Paraguayan police and military of-
ficers in connection with the arrest, torture
and “disappearance” of the two men and
summoned the Argentine and Uruguayan
intelligence officials to testify. However,
they failed to appear.

Amnesty International called for the
release of Colonel Gonzélez Rojas. The
organization continued to call on the gov-
ernment to set up independent investiga-
tions into allegations of torture and to
ensure that past human rights violations
were thoroughly and impartially investi-
gated.

PERU

At least 4,000 political prisoners, includ-
ing some 200 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience, awaited
trial or were tried under judicial proced-
ures which fell short of international
standards. Forty-nine people “disap-
peared” and 27 were extrajudicially exe-
cuted. Torture was frequently reported.
The authorities failed to clarify thousands
of past cases of human rights violations.
The scope of the death penalty was
widened. The armed opposition continued
to commit widespread abuses, including
torture, deliberate and arbitrary killings
and hostage-taking.

The clandestine Partido Comunista del
Peru (Sendero Luminoso) (pcp), Commun-
ist Party of Peru (Shining Path), and
Movimiento Revolucionario Tipac Amaru
(MRTA), Tipac Amaru Revolutionary Move-
ment, continued to commit widespread
armed attacks, although these diminished



in number following government counter-
insurgency successes. Imprisoned leaders
of the pcp, including its president, Abimael
Guzman, reportedly wrote to President Al-
berto Fujimori in September and October
requesting talks leading to a “peace ac-
cord”; the President rejected the requests.
Active sectors of the pcp subsequently in-
dicated that the armed campaign would
continue.

In January the newly elected Congreso
Constituyente Democrdtico (ccp), Demo-
cratic Constituent Congress, commenced
work, following the suspension of constitu-
tional rule in April 1992. It was charged
with drafting a new Constitution. The ccp
immediately passed a resolution stating
that all decree laws issued during 1992,
including anti-terrorism decrees, would
remain in effect until they were revised or
revoked by Congress.

Also in January, the ccp established a
Comisién de Derechos Humanos y Pacifi-
cacion, Human Rights and Pacification
Commission, to investigate alleged human
rights violations. The Commission, which
received complaints of hundreds of human
rights violations, publicly appealed to the
judicial authorities to investigate them.

In November the ccp amended existing
anti-terrorism legislation to allow writs of
habeas corpus to be filed before the courts,
repealed provision for the accused to be
tried in absentia and permitted lawyers to
represent more than one defendant at a
time. However, procedures retained in the
legislation still fell short of international
standards.

In March the government renewed
agreements with the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross allowing it access to
all prisons administered by the Ministry of
Justice (see Amnesty International Report
1993),

The new Constitution, which came into
effect in December, upheld the right to life
although it extended the scope of the death
penalty to include the crime of “terrorism”.
This extension violated the American Con-
vention on Human Rights, ratified by Peru
in 1978, which requires that states do not
extend the scope of the death penalty. The
Constitution also made provision for
military courts to try civilians accused of
“treason and terrorism”.

In May dissident army general Rodolfo
Robles alleged in a signed statement that a
“death squad” existed within the army’s
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intelligence services. He accused the squad
of responsibility for the massacre in Lima,
the capital, of 14 people in November 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992)
and the killing of a lecturer and nine
students abducted in July 1992 from La
Cantuta University (see below). President
Fujimori acknowledged to journalists in
July that a “death squad” possibly contin-
ued to operate within the security forces,
but no investigation into the allegation was
known to have been initiated.

In November the uN Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary exe-
cutions published a report on Peru which
strongly criticized the government for its
failure to investigate and bring to justice
those responsible for gross human rights
violations.

Some 200 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience were be-
lieved to be held at the end of the year. All
were detained on terrorism-related charges
which appeared to be politically motiv-
ated. The majority had not been brought to
trial.

In May Rémulo Mori Zavaleta, an active
member of the Partido Unificado Ma-
riateguista, a legally registered left-wing
political party, and his nephew, Wagner
Cruz Mori, were each sentenced to 20
years' imprisonment. Both were convicted
of assisting an MRTA member to find a doc-
tor to treat an injured colleague. They were
prisoners of conscience.

Several prisoners of conscience were
freed. They included Magno Sosa Rojas, a
journalist, who was freed in February after
five months’ imprisonment (see Amnesty
International Reports 1992 and 1993). In
March, 11 members of a peasant organiza-
tion from San Ignacio, Cajamarca depart-
ment, were released after eight months in
prison.

At least 2,000 prisoners charged with
“terrorism” remained held with no sign as
to when judicial procedures in their cases
would begin - ostensibly because of lack of
resources on the part of the authorities.
Many of them had been charged before
new trial procedures were introduced in
May 1992. In 1992 and 1993 hundreds of
other prisoners were brought before secret
civilian and military courts under proced-
ures which fell far short of international
standards. For example, the lawyer repres-
enting Dr Luis William Polo Rivera, ac-
cused of being a leading pCcP member, had
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reportedly been given access to his client
only once - for 10 minutes in November
1992 — before trial. In January the secret
military appeal tribunal confirmed Dr
Polo’s life sentence and reportedly refused
his lawyer access to the evidence on which
he had been convicted.

In May a civilian lower court judge ex-
amined the case of Juan José Choldn
Ramirez, a prisoner of conscience who was
accused by the army of having links with
the MRTA. The judge reportedly concluded
that army personnel had obtained his con-
fession under torture, that police had re-
fused him access to a lawyer, and that
there was insufficient evidence on which
to prosecute him. Despite these conclu-
sions, and in compliance with the law
which requires all terrorism-related cases
to be heard by a secret high court, the judge
sent Juan José Choldn for trial before the
Chiclayo High Court.

“Disappearances” and extrajudicial exe-
cutions continued to be committed by the
security forces, although on a lesser scale
than in previous years. Forty-nine “dis-
appearances” reported during the year
remained unclarified. For example, two
students, Rony Guerra Blancas and Mi-
lagros Flor Tipac Gonzilez, reportedly
“disappeared” on 10 and 11 February re-
spectively after their abduction in the city
of Huancayo, Junin department, by civil-
ians believed to be linked to the army. Jus-
tiniano Najarro Rua “disappeared” in July
after he and his 14-year-old nephew were
detained in San Juan de Miraflores, Lima,
by two armed men who identified them-
selves as police. Both were driven to an un-
known destination from where the nephew
was subsequently released. Almost without
exception, habeas corpus petitions filed in
favour of these and other victims of “disap-
pearance” were rejected by the courts on
the grounds that the security forces denied
their detention.

Some progress was made in the invest-
igations into the “disappearance” of a lec-
turer and nine students from La Cantuta
University in July 1992 (see above and Am-
nesty International Report 1993). In April a
congressional commission and the military
justice system both opened separate invest-
igations into the case. In June Congress re-
jected a majority report of the commission,
which found the army responsible for the
“disappearances”, adopting instead the mi-
nority report which absolved the army. In

July and November unmarked graves con-
taining remains of the “disappeared” vic-
tims were discovered near Lima. Following
excavations ordered by the Public Min-
istry, keys and clothing retrieved from the
graves were identified by relatives of the
victims. In December the Minister of De-
fence announced that the military investi-
gator into the case had ordered the arrest of
at least four implicated officers; and a civil-
ian prosecutor filed charges of kidnapping,
enforced disappearance and aggravated
homicide against 11 officers. However, by
the end of the year it was not clear whether
those responsible would be brought to trial
before a military or civilian court.

Twenty-seven people were reported to
have been extrajudicially executed by the
security forces. On 21 August, four hooded
and heavily armed men, two of them in po-
lice uniform, reportedly detained Tedfilo
Nufez Quispe in Huancan district, Junin
department, and took him to an unknown
destination. Two days later his body was
found in the nearby city of Huancayo.

Ten settlers, among them three boys,
were reported to have been extrajudicially
executed on 10 September in Delta, Chan-
chamayo province, Junin department, by
members of a civil defence patrol linked to
the army. The victims were said to have
been hacked to death with machetes and
axes. Thirteen members of the patrol iden-
tified by witnesses were detained by the
police, but nine were subsequently re-
leased by an examining judge.

Members of the security forces were
convicted for illegal killings in three cases
following international pressure to bring
those responsible to justice. However, in
the vast majority of alleged extrajudicial
executions the perpetrators were not
brought to justice. In February the
Supreme Council of Military Justice up-
held the 10-year term of imprisonment im-
posed on army lieutenant Javier Bendezu
Vargas in connection with the massacre
of 15 peasants in Santa Barbara in July
1991, but acquitted him of aggravated hom-
icide. Two soldiers implicated in the mass-
acre and convicted of rape, aggravated
homicide and abuse of authority, had
their convictions quashed (see Amnesty
International Reports 1992 and 1993).

In March the Supreme Council of Milit-
ary Justice upheld the six-year prison sen-
tence imposed on former lieutenant Telmo
Hurtado for the massacre of 69 peasants in




Accomarca in August 1985 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1986, 1990 and
1993).

In November, three police officers were
each sentenced by a civilian court to 18
years’ imprisonment, and two others to five
and six years' imprisonment respectively,
for the unlawful killing of brothers Rafael
and Emilio Gémez Paquiyauri and student
Freddy Rodriguez Pighi in June 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). Three
other officers accused of having been dir-
ectly implicated in the killings were ac-
quitted. The five who were convicted
appealed against their convictions but their
cases had not been heard by the end of the
year.

Torture and ill-treatment were fre-
quently reported. In March the bodies of
Alberto Calipuy Valverde and Rosenda
Yauri Ramos were found in Angasmarca
district, Santiago de Chuco province, La
Libertad department. The military report-
edly acknowledged that both had died as a
result of ill-treatment in the Angasmarca
military base. A judicial investigation was
reportedly opened into the case by a milit-
ary court, but nobody had been brought to
trial by the end of the year.

Juan Abelardo Mallea Tomailla, a pris-
oner of conscience, was reportedly tortured
on 21 July by members of DINCOTE, the anti-
terrorism branch of the Peruvian National
Police, and forced to sign a self-incriminat-
ing document. He had been arrested in
Lima on 10 July, on suspicion of having
links with the pcp.

Hundreds of civilians were deliberately
and arbitrarily killed by the pcp, many of
whom were first tortured and ill-treated.
Members of the security forces who surren-
dered or were otherwise hors de combat
suffered the same fate. On 18 August the
pcp detained and hacked to death at least
62 men, women and children in the prov-
ince of Satipo, Junin department. The pcp
accused the indigenous communities of
setting up army-controlled civil defence
patrols. Herminia Barboza Oré, a commun-
ity leader in the neighbourhood of Cruz de
Mopute, San Juan de Lurigancho, Lima,
was reportedly shot dead in her home by
the pcp on 21 August.

The MRTA also committed human rights
abuses, although on a lesser scale. In Feb-
ruary the body of David Ballén Vera, a
businessman who had reportedly been
held hostage for five months by the MRTA,
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was found with two bullet wounds in his
head and bearing signs of torture.

Amnesty International appealed to the
authorities to investigate thoroughly and
impartially the thousands of cases of
human rights violations perpetrated since
early 1983. With few exceptions the
authorities failed to bring to justice those
responsible.

In January and June Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the President and members of
Congress not to widen the scope of the
death penalty and appealed for its aboli-
tion in the new Constitution. In February
the organization submitted to Congress rec-
ommendations for the protection of human
rights to be incorporated in the new Consti-
tution.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Peru: Human rights since
the suspension of constitutional govern-
ment, which detailed extensive human
rights abuses by the government and the
pcp and MRTA. The organization urged the
government to end human rights violations
and bring anti-terrorism legislation into
line with international standards.

Amnesty International condemned de-
liberate and arbitrary killings and other ab-
uses by the armed opposition and urged
such forces to respect human rights and
basic humanitarian standards.

Amnesty International urged President
Fujimori to ensure that allegations of extra-
judicial executions made by dissident
army general Rodolfo Robles were the sub-
ject of a full, impartial and independent
public inquiry.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights in February and to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities in
August, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Peru. In March
Amnesty International submitted informa-
tion about its concerns regarding torture in
Peru to the uN Committee against Torture,
pursuant to Article 20 of the uN Conven-
tion against Torture. In April Amnesty In-
ternational submitted information about its
concerns in Peru for UN review under a
procedure established by Economic and
Social Council Resolutions 728r/1503, for
confidential consideration of communica-
tions about human rights violations.
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At least 65 people were reported to have
been extrajudicially executed and at least
14 people reportedly “disappeared” in po-
lice or military custody. Some political
prisoners were released, but more than
300 remained in prison, among them
possible prisoners of conscience, and there
were new arrests. Some of those detained
were reported to have been tortured or
ill-treated. Legislation restoring the death
penalty was signed into law in December.

The government continued to face
armed opposition from the communist
New People’'s Army (NPA), the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front (MNLF), and other
groups seeking independence for predom-
inantly Muslim areas of Mindanao. Armed
opposition groups committed grave human
rights abuses, including deliberate and ar-
bitrary killings and hostage-taking.

Despite a stated commitment to peace
by both parties, talks between the govern-
ment and the National Democratic Front,
an umbrella opposition organization in-
cluding the Npa, were repeatedly stalled
over the question of venue and no talks
had been held by the end of the year. The
government held talks with MNLF leaders in
October and these resulted in a provisional
cease-fire.

In September the chief of the armed
forces said that military counter-insur-
gency activities would be stepped up and
the government announced that responsib-
ility for the counter-insurgency campaign
would not be handed over to the Philip-
pine National Police (pNp), formally under
civilian authority, until the end of 1994.

The official militia, the Citizen Armed

Force Geographical Unit (caFcu), engaged
in counter-insurgency operations and con-
tinued to recruit members from unofficial
vigilante groups. CAFGU members were im-
plicated in numerous reports of extra-
judicial killing and other human rights
violations. Despite mounting national and
international pressure for the carGu to be
dismantled, President Fidel Ramos said in
June that the cAFcu was still needed in
“critical areas” whem the NPA remained
active. In October the President approved
an armed forces proposal to demobilize
11,000 cAFGU members over the next two
years.

In February President Ramos issued Ad-
ministrative Order 40, specifying that mil-
itary or police commanders would be held
responsible for disciplinary or criminal of-
fences by their subordinates. The order
states that security force members accused
of criminal offences must be immediately
discharged from service and the case re-
ferred to a civilian court. Nevertheless,
effective investigation of alleged human
rights violations and related prosecutions
continued to be obstructed by the secur-
ity forces. This included intimidation of
judges, lawyers, witnesses and complain-
ants; and refusal of access to information,
personnel and military premises. In April
church leaders publicly protested that a
police officer convicted in August 1992
of murdering Domingo Peralta, a farmer,
and his three children, remained at large.
The officer, who was sentenced to double
life imprisonment, was allegedly being
protected by police officials.

Investigations by the official Commis-
sion on Human Rights (CHR) continued to
be impeded by cumbersome and lengthy
procedures, and by the cir’s practice of
placing the burden of proof on complain-
ants, despite the risk of reprisals or their
lack of resources.

At least 65 people were victims of
apparent extrajudicial execution by gov-
ernment and government-backed forces.
Among those killed were members of
farmers’ and peasants’ organizations, and
human rights advocates. Environmental
activists and members of tribal commu-
nities were particularly targeted.

In the heavily militarized regions of
northern Luzon, several people were repor-
ted to have been extrajudicially executed,
including 18-year-old Boy Gonzalez in
June and Jovito Tuldog in September. Both




men were residents of Calabigan, Kalinga-
Apayao, and were reportedly killed while
in the custody of the 50th Infantry Battal-
ion of the Philippine Army. Jovito Tuldog
was stabbed and his body bore marks of
torture. He was shot in the face at point-
blank range.

Chris Batan, a human rights worker and
tribal activist, was shot dead in February in
Sadanga, Mountain province, also in north-
ern Luzon. Eye-witnesses identified the
killers as members of a local CAFGU unit
and filed a complaint with the provincial
prosecutor. By September two of the sus-
pected perpetrators were held under “tech-
nical arrest” in Tococan, Bontoc Province.
but no court proceedings had been initi-
ated. One of the suspects was, however, re-
leased in December. In Butuan City on the
southern island of Mindanao, another
tribal activist, William Rom, was hacked to
death with machetes in July by armed men
also identified as cAFGU members.

Harassment, including death threats,
beatings and interrogation by military and
military-backed forces, was widespread.
The victims included human rights ad-
vocates and others critical of government
policy. In June Sonny Boy de la Pena
and Edwina Bodozo Joromo. both peasant
organizers in Cebu, received death threats
they believed were sent by cAFGu members.
In July the two reported being fired at
by cArcU members; they subsequently left
their homes in fear of their lives.

Clovis Nazareno, a journalist in Bohol
province whose writings are frequently
fritical of government policies, was subjec-
ted to threats and ill-treatment by military
and police officials. In June he filed a com-
plaint with the provincial prosecutor after
being beaten by a police officer. The com-
plaint was dismissed in July after wit-
nesses failed to testify, reportedly for fear
of violent reprisals.

At least 14 people reportedly “disap-
peared” after being abducted by govern-
ment or government-backed security
forces. Among them was Romeo Legaspi, a
journalist and publisher in Olangapo City,
Zambales province. He was abducted in
January by armed men believed to be
linked to the police force. Romeo Legaspi
had previously been threatened by local
police, about whom he had written a crit-
ical article in a local newspaper. A habeas
corpus petition was filed with the Supreme
Court, but the fate and whereabouts of
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Romeo Legaspi remained unknown at the
end of the year. Three others, Andrea
Basabe Espra, Teofanes Areja and Cresen-
cio Caburnay, who “disappeared” in Feb-
ruary, were found in April in the custody
of the PNP in Bogo, Cebu.

An estimated 350 political prisoners, in-
cluding possible prisoners of conscience,
remained in detention. Most were accused
of supporting the armed opposition and
charged with illegal possession of firearms
or other criminal offences. Among the poss-
ible prisoners of conscience was Leonardo
Belleza. A former prisoner of conscience,
he was released on 15 January and rear-
rested on 22 January in Leyte province on a
murder charge. It appeared that the real
reason for his arrest, however, was his
human rights activism. Leonardo Belleza
was one of a group of farmers from
Leyte who were charged with rebellion in
1988 after publicizing human rights viola-
tions (see previous Amnesty International
Reports). Another possible prisoner of
conscience was Divine Grace Castillon,
daughter of a peasant organizer, who re-
mained in detention more than three years
after being arrested without warrant by sol-
diers in Lapu-lapu City, Cebu, in October
1990. She was accused of belonging to an
NPA assassination squad and charged with
robbery with homicide but no date had ap-
parently been set for her trial.

Jaime Tadeo, a possible prisoner of con-
science, was released on parole in August
1993, after more than three years in prison.
Chairman of the Peasant Movement of the
Philippines, he had been convicted in 1987
on a charge of misappropriation of funds
originally brought against him under the
administration of former President Ferdi-
nand Marcos. He had been taken into cus-
tody in May 1990. Jaime Tadeo had been
an outspoken critic of government policy
and had been threatened by men believed
to be linked to the security forces a day be-
fore his arrest.

There were new reports of torture or ill-
treatment of political detainees. Suspected
NPA sympathizers in rural areas were
beaten after being apprehended by soldiers
or paramilitaries at their homes or while
working in their fields. In August Emily
Absalon, the 13-year-old daughter of a sus-
pected NPA member, was reportedly raped
by two cAFGU members in Rizal, Occidental
Mindoro. The suspected perpetrators were
subsequently arrested and remained in
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detention at the end of the year pending a
court hearing.

The death penalty, abolished by the
1987 Constitution, was restored in Decem-
ber. The legislation provided for capital
punishment for “heinous crimes”, includ-
ing murder, drug-trafficking, kidnapping or
serious illegal detention, rape and arson.

Deliberate and arbitrary killings of civil-
ians by NpPA members continued to be re-
ported. The victims included five men in
Negros Occidental province, who were re-
portedly shot in front of their families in
May.

In August an NpPA representative in the
Manila area said that npAa “hit squads”
would execute up to 10 known criminals
and kidnap others in the ensuing months,
although it was not known whether the
plan was implemented.

In Mindanao, MNLF separatists were al-
legedly responsible for bomb attacks in
several cities, including Zamboanga and
Cagayan de Oro, resulting in dozens of
people being injured. The MNLF also
claimed responsibility for taking 22 people
hostage for two weeks on Basilan Island in
August.

Throughout the year, Amnesty Inter-
national appealed to the government to
conduct independent and impartial invest-
igations into all reports of extrajudicial ex-
ecutions and “disappearances* and called
for tbose responsible for such abuses to be
brought to justice.

Amnesty International called for the re-
lease of all prisoners of conscience and for
all other political prisoners to be tried
promptly and fairly, or released. It urged
the government to dismantle militia forces
widely alleged to be responsible for human
rights violations and to prohibit the use of
vigilante groups in counter-insurgency op-
erations. It appealed to the government and
to members of Congress not to reinstate the
death penalty.

Amnesty International condemned
hostage-taking and deliberate and arbitrary
killings by armed opposition groups and
called for them to cease such abuses and
respect basic humane standards as re-
quired by international law.

In an oral statement to the UN Working
Group on Indigenous Populations in July,
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns in the Philippines.

At least

eight conscientious objectors
were imprisoned for refusing to perform
military service and were considered
prisoners of conscience. One person was
sentenced to death.

Poland ratified the European Conven-
tion for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms in January.

At least 40 people wers tried before mil-
itary courts for refusing to perform military
service on grounds of conscience. Requests
made by members of the Roman Catholic
Church to perform alternative service are
usually refused because the authorities
consider that personal convictions in such
cases should be overridden by the fact that
the Church does not objsct to military ser-
vice.

Piotr Dawidziak and Piotr Krzyzan-
owski, conscientious objectors to military
service, began serving one-year prison
sentences in February. They were both
released in August. Radostav Jamrozik
began serving a one-year prison sentence
in April.

Four other conscientious objectors were
imprisoned in August, October and No-
vember. Roman Galuszka was released
from prison in April after serving a sen-
tence imposed in 1992 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1993).

One person was sentenced to death for
murder in May. However, there have been
no executions in Poland since 1989.

Amnesty International called for the
release of prisoners of conscience. The
organization also called on the Polish
authorities to commute the death sentence
and to abolish the death penalty.




PORTUGAL

There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment by police and prison officers.
Judicial and administrative inquiries
were very slow but a few cases of alleged
ill-treatment came to trial during the year.

All the reports of torture and ill-treat-
ment concerned people who had been de-
tained on suspicion of having committed
criminal offences. Officers from all law
enforcement agencies were accused of ill-
treating detainees: Policia Judicidria (p)),
Judiciary Police; Policia de Seguranga
Publica (psp), Public Security Police: and
the Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR),
Republican National Guard. Prison officers
were also alleged to have ill-treated crim-
inal suspects. Some of the allegations re-
ferred to incidents in previous years. In
many cases the complainants were re-
leased without charge. The most common
forms of ill-treatment alleged were re-
peated kicks, punches and beatings with
truncheons. Detainees also reported threats
of assault, including sexual assault.

In March Pedro Leitdo Pereira, a student
from Oporto, was stopped in the street by
two psp officers. They accused him of being
a fugitive whom they had pursued earlier.
According to his statement, he gave them
his identity papers and an account of his
movements and offered to go to the police
station. The police, however, took him
down an alley-way and assaulted him with
truncheons, injuring his legs and head, be-
fore allowing him to go. He required hos-
pital treatment for injuries consistent with
his allegations. He presented a formal com-
plaint to the 12th Squadron of the psp. An
investigation was opened but had not con-
cluded by the end of the year.

In February 1992 Francisco Carretas and
a friend alleged that they were assaulted by
GNR officers in Charneca da Caparica, near
Almada. In a complaint to the authorities,
Francisco Carretas stated that the officers
took them to the GNR post in Almada where
they were beaten with truncheons, kicked,
punched and threatened, and then took
them to a nearby wood where they were
again kicked and punched. One officer
threatened to assault Francisco Carretas
sexually. He was then released. Pho-
tographs showed extensive bruising and
other injuries to his back, buttocks and
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legs. A military judicial investigation was
opened but no progress was reported by
the end of 1993.

Numerous inquiries into allegations of
torture and ill-treatment remained unre-
solved. Some had been open for many
years. However, judicial decisions were
reached in some cases.

Both civil and military prosecuting of-
ficers stated during the year that inquiries
into the injuries and subsequent death of
Domingos do Couto had been closed at the
request of the commanding officer of the
northern military region. Domingos do
Couto had died in hospital in 1984 having
alleged that four days earlier GNR officers
had severely beaten him with truncheons,
causing injuries to his chest and heart (see
Amnesty International Report 1993). The
prosecuting officers did not explain how
or by whom his injuries had been inflicted
in custody, nor the circumstances of his
subsequent death.

In March a court in Setibal found one
psp officer guilty of abusing his authority
and causing serious injury to Alexandre
Gravanita. Alexandre Gravanita, a Por-
tuguese citizen born in Angola, had been
kicked, punched and racially abused in a
psp station in Setubal in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1993). The psp officer
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment
and fined. A second officer was convicted
of giving false testimony and sentenced to
eight months’ imprisonment. Both sen-
tences were suspended for three years. The
officers appealed against their sentences.

In May six GNR officers were charged in
Almada with causing physical harm to
Paulo Manuel Ferreira Portugal. He alleged
that GNR officers had assaulted him in Au-
gust 1991 causing injuries to his head, jaw,
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eyes and back (see Amnesty International
Report 1993).

In June a court in Caxias acquitted the
former governor of Linh6 Prison and seven
guards on charges of causing serious bodily
injuries to prisoners. The charges were
based on allegations of systematic beatings
of prisoners following the death of Mario
Manuel da Luz in a punishment cell in
June 1989. The prison governor had earlier
been forcibly retired following a disciplin-
ary inquiry into allegations of ill-treatment.
The Public Prosecutor appealed against the
verdict of the Caxias court (see Amnesty
International Reports 1990 to 1993).

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to ensure that detainees were not tor-
tured or ill-treated. The organization asked
for information about inquiries into allega-
tions of ill-treatment and the progress of
any judicial or administrative proceedings.

In December 1992 the Ombudsman an-
nounced an inquiry into the pj. In February
Amnesty International asked him to in-
clude in his inquiry two cases of alleged
torture and ill-treatment by the pj which
were unresolved from previous years:
those of Isidro Albuquerque Rodrigues,
who was arrested in June 1990 (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1992 and
1993), and Orlando Correia, who was ar-
rested in September 1992 (see Amnesty
International Report 1993). The result of
the Ombudsman’s inquiry was not known
at the end of the year.

In November the uN Committee against
Torture considered the Portuguese Govern-
ment’s Initial Report on its compliance
with the uN Convention against Torture.
The government replied to the Committee’s
questions on its report and supplied infor-
mation on some specific cases of alleged
torture and ill-treatment. In its conclusions
the Committee welcomed government ef-
forts to implement the Convention but
regretted that, despite these efforts, ill-
treatment and sometimes torture in police
stations continued. It also criticized the fre-
quent delays and length of inquiries into
such allegations and considered that those
responsible were not always brought to
justice. It believed that this situation,
as well as the lightness of sentences for
people convicted of torture and ill-treat-
ment, created “an impression of relative
impunity for the authors of these crimes
which is highly prejudicial to the applica-
tion of the provisions of the Convention”.

Two prisoners of conscience were arrested
and held without trial for several weeks.

M.V. Babu and Samuel Philip, both In-
dian nationals, were arrested in Doha in
January, reportedly after holding a Christ-
ian prayer meeting in a private house.
Such meetings are illegal under Qatari law.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern about the arrest and detention of the
two men to the Minister of the Interior in
the government headed by the Amir of
Qatar, al-Shaikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al
Thani, and called for their immediate and
unconditional release. The authorities re-
sponded that a decision to deport the two
men had been “taken in view of the breach
of Qatari Visa Law No. 3 of 1963 by the
named persons. This law authorizes the
concerned authority in the country to effect
immediate deportation of any foreigner
who does not comply with it ... no crim-
inal charges were brought against them
under Qatari criminal law.”

ROMANIA

Five men were imprisoned solely because
of their homosexuality and were consid-
ered prisoners of conscience. There were
reports of torture and ill-treatment by the
police. Two Roma were killed in racial
violence with the apparent acquiescence
of the police. The authorities failed to cla-
rify a “disappearance” case.

In April a National Minority Council
was established to advise the government
and parliament on ethnic minorities.
Representatives of the ethnic Hungarian



minority left the council in September in
protest over what they said was the govern-
ment’s failure to provide effective guaran-
tees for minority rights.

In July the Law on the Reorganization of
the Judiciary came into force. The indepen-
dence of the judiciary was compromised
by this law’s criteria for the appointment
and grading of judges. Furthermore, under
this law the Ministry of Justice and presid-
ents of courts have excessive power poten-
tially to interfere with the work of the
judges. The new law also maintains the
powerful role of prosecutors and retains
military courts as a parallel system of
justice. Complaints of police abuse can be
made only to the military prosecutor and
the Ministry of Interior.

Romania acceded to the (First) Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights in July. In Octo-
ber Romania became a member of the
Council of Europe. In the same month it
signed the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Funda-
mental Freedoms and the European Con-
vention for the Prevention of Torture and
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun-
ishment, but had not yet ratified these in-
struments by the end of the year.

In January Milorad Mutascu, aged 22,
and Mirel Ciprian Cucu, aged 17, were
arrested near Timigoara for private, consen-
sual sexual relations. Mirel Ciprian Cucu
was charged under Article 200, paragraph
1, of the Penal Code which prohibits sex-
ual relations between people of the same
sex at any age. He was released to await
trial after two months’ detention. Milorad
Mutagcu was charged under the same ar-
ticle, paragraph 2, for homosexual relations
with a minor, although a heterosexual
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relationship between people of the same
ages would be lawful. He was released in
May pending trial. There was no evidence
of coercion or exploitation in the relation-
ship and both men were treated as adults
in terms of police procedure and prevent-
ive detention. In June the Timisoara Court
sentenced Mirel Ciprian Cucu and Milorad
Mutascu to suspended sentences of one
and two years’ imprisonment respectively.

In December information came to light
that three more men were serving prison
sentences solely because they had engaged
in consensual homosexual relations. Mar-
ius Aitai, a 22-year-old prisoner in Gherla
prison, had been sentenced in 1992 to two
years and six months’ imprisonment for
having sexual relations with another pris-
oner. In two separate cases in 1993, Cos-
min Hutanu, aged 21, had been sentenced
to one year and two months’ imprison-
ment, while Ovidiu Chetea, aged 20, had
been sentenced to one year and six
months’ imprisonment.

In February Viorel Baciu was reimpris-
oned in Botosani following the decision of
the Supreme Court of Romania to reject an
extraordinary appeal. He had been arrested
in 1988, tried for murder and rape and
sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment.
Allegedly, he had been prosecuted and
convicted on false charges because of his
father’s religious beliefs. Information about
the torture of Viorel Baciu and other de-
tainees in Suceava came to light in 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
In 1992 the General Prosecutor, consider-
ing the charges to be groundless and
illegal, filed an extraordinary appeal
and suspended the prison sentence. The
Supreme Court rejected this appeal on the
basis of Viorel Baciu’s confession, although
it had reportedly been obtained under
torture.

There were many reports of torture and
ill-treatment of detainees, often in order to
force a confession. In some cases victims
who complained were later intimidated.

In June Andrei Zanopol was beaten by
two officers in front of his home in Galati
and later in a police station. For five days
after his arrest the local prosecutor refused
him access to his lawyer. He received med-
ical treatment from a doctor who report-
edly refused to give him a certificate. Later
Andrei Zanopol was released and charges
of alleged bribe-taking were dropped.

Costel Covalciuc was arrested in Dorohoi
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in June and sentenced to three months' im-
prisonment for threatening his wife with a
knife. On the sixth day of his detention
he died in suspicious circumstances. Wit-
nesses who saw his body in the morgue be-
fore the autopsy said that his hands were
smeared with blood and his body was cov-
ered in bruises. After an official investiga-
tion, the authorities said that Costel
Covalciuc had not been ill-treated and that
his death resulted from heart spasms, poss-
ibly induced by abstinence from alcohol.

Information became available on a num-
ber of cases of homosexual men, or men
suspected of being homosexual, who alleg-
#dly had been tortured or ill-treated by po-
lice in 1990 and 1992. Their actual or
suspected sexual orientation appeared to
have influenced such treatment. In one
such case, Doru Marian Beldie, aged 19,
had been arrested in June 1992 for alleg-
edly forcing a minor to have homosexual
mitlations. In the 17th District police station
in Bucharest he had reportedly been beaten
with truncheons on his hands and feet for
several hours in order to force him to sign a
confession. Subsequently, he was charged
under Article 200, paragraph 2, of the
Penal Code and sentenced to four years
and six months’ imprisonment.

The number of investigations into po-
lice abuses which resulted in charges or
convictions was extremely small. This at-
mosphere of impunity particularly encour-
aged further acts of racial violence against
the Roma community. At the end of the
year no one had yet been charged for the
attack on the Roma in Bucharest in 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).
Until criminal proceedings are completed
the victims of the attack cannot file for
compensation.

In September police officers failed to
protect two Roma who were killed and
some 170 Roma who were forced to aban-
don their homes during racial violence in
the Transylvanian village of Hadareni. Two
Roma brothers, Pardalian and Lucian Repa
Lacitus, who were allegedly responsible
for killing a Romanian during a fight, wirs
arrested by police when they tried to es-
ape from a burning house. Two armed po-
lice officers failed to protect them from a
crowd of Romanians and ethnic Hungar-
ians who beat and kicked them to death. A
third Roma burned to death in the house.
Some 45 police officers later failed to pro-
tect the Roma community of the village

who were forced to flee as the crowd set
alight another 12 houses and vandalized
four more. Some of the Roma were later
reportedly ill-treated and harassed by the
police when they returned to collect their
belongings. Four Roma families were re-
portedly threatened with death by other in-
habitants if they returned to the village. In
November residents of Had&reni threat-
ened to attack the Roma community again
if the village council’s decision to expel 21
families was not carri#d out. No one had
been charged for the killings, destruction of
property or the alleged ill-treatment of
Roma by the end of the year.

Amnesty International repeatedly called
for investigations into reports of torture
and ill-treatment. The organization also re-
peatedly called for the abolition of Article
200, paragraph 1, of the Penal Code which
allows for prosecution and imprisonment
of adults engaging in consensual homo-
sexual acts in private. In March Amnesty
International called for a review of Viorel
Baciu's case and for a full and impartial in-
vestigation into allegations of torture and
ill-treatment by police in Suceava.

In April Amnesty International called
for the immediate release of Milorad
Mutascu from prison. In May it published
a report, Romania: Continuing violations of
human rights. In September it urged Pres-
ident lon Iliescu to ensure that the inquiry
into the killing of Roma in Hadareni would
be prompt, thorough and impartial. In
November the organization urged him to
take all necessary measures to protect the
Roma from further acts of racial violence
and to stop their forcible expulsion from
Hadareni. In December Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the President to release the
three men who had been imprisoned solely
because they had engaged in consensual
homosexual relations.

The Ministry of Justice informed Am-
nesty International in January that its in-
quiry into the “disappearance” of Viorel
Horia (see Amnesty International Reports
1992 and 1993) had concluded that he had
not been detained following the events of
13 to 15 June 1990 and that the police had
thoroughly investigated his whereabouts.
Amnesty International pointed to errors in
official records of people who were de-
tained with Viorel Horia and to another
statement from a witness who saw the boy
in the military base. In April the govern-
ment informed Amnesty International that




the investigation into the deaths of Andrei
Frumuganu and Aurica Criiniceanu (see
Amnesty International Report 1993) would
be completed in April or May. No one,
however, had been charged in connection
with their killing by the end of the year.
Most government replies about reports of
torture and ill-treatment stated that official
investigations had not established any il-
legal use of force by law enforcement offi-
cers. However, in one case the authorities
confirmed that three police officers had
been charged with the ill-treatment of a
man in Bors. Amnesty International asked
the government for more information on
the investigations, and particularly on the
methods used.

At least two men were jailed for refusing
on conscientious grounds to perform com-
pulsory military service, but were later
given suspended sentences on appeal.
They were prisoners of conscience. Scores
of possible prisoners of conscience were
believed to have been released following
the amendment in April of a law punish-
ing consensual, adult homosexual acts.
There were numerous allegations of ill-
treatment in police and military custody,
and in the armed forces. At least six
people were said to have died following
such ill-treatment. New legislation re-
duced the scope and application of the
death penalty, but over 500 people were
under sentence of death during the year
and at least one was executed. Asylum-
seekers who faced serious human rights
violations in their home countries were
said to be among those expelled from the
Moscow area in October.

Political life was dominated by the con-
flict between President Boris Yeltsin and
parliament over the pace and direction of
reforms, and over the division of powers
between the legislature and the executive.

ROMANIA/RUSSIA

After months of disagreement President
Yeltsin dissolved parliament in September,
and called fresh elections for both houses
of a remodelled bicameral legislature.
Some parliamentarians resisted these
moves, and the tense situation culminated
at the beginning of October in armed
clashes in Moscow. Over 100 people died
before government forces regained control,
and the Vice-President and parliamentary
speaker were among those arrested for “or-
ganizing mass disorders”. President Yeltsin
declared a two-week state of emergency in
the city, and almost 10,000 people without
residence permits were expelled from the
Moscow area. Elections to the new-style
parliament took place in December.

Legal moves aimed at strengthening
human rights continued. In February Rus-
sia acceded to the 1951 Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees and its 1967
Protocol, although officials acknowledged
that lack of resources hampered its imple-
mentation.

In April an amendment to the law
against sodomy (Article 121 of the Crim-
inal Code) decriminalized consensual
adult homosexual acts, and government
sources reported that all those convicted
solely of such activity would be released.

The scope and application of the death
penalty were also reduced by criminal
code amendments in April. Article 73
(which carried a possible death sentence
for “especially dangerous crimes against
the state committed against another work-
ing people's state”) was abolished, and
men over 65 and all women were ex-
empted from the death penalty. However,
the amendments also widened the grounds
for which the death penalty could be im-
posed for premeditated murder. The
amendments increased from 11 to 13 the
number of “aggravating circumstances”
under which a death sentence could be
passed. In July new legislation introduced
the right to trial by jury in capital cases.

After years of discussion a new consti-
tution was finally passed following a refer-
endum in December. Among its provisions
was the right to a civilian alternative to
compulsory military service for conscien-
tious objectors. However, by the end of the
year the necessary legislation to introduce
such an alternative had still not been
passed.

The lack of such a law had already res-
ulted in the imprisonment of at least two
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conscientious objectors earlier in the year,
although the previous constitution had
also guaranteed the right to an alternative
service. In separate trials in Moscow, paci-
fists Aleksandr Chizhikov and Oleg As-
tashkin received sentences of 12 and 24
months’ imprisonment respectively for re-
fusing their call-up papers. Both were
given suspended sentences on appeal and
released — Aleksandr Chizhikov in May
just over a month after his trial, and Oleg
Astashkin in June, after more than seven
months under arrest.

Scores of possible prisoners of con-
science were believed to have been re-
leased following the decriminalization in
April of consensual homosexual acts be-
tween adult men. The Interior Ministry
had reported in July that there were still 73
men imprisoned solely for such activity,
but the stigmatization of offenders contin-
ued to make it difficult to obtain details
about individuals and about the progress of
releases.

Numerous allegations of ill-treatment
indicated that beatings in police and milit-
ary custody, and of conscripts in the armed
forces, were systematic and widespread. At
least six people were said to have died fol-
lowing such ill-treatment. For example, a
member of an investigatory commission set
up following the deaths of four sailors from
the Pacific Fleet in January reported that
the four had suffered from malnutrition,
and died after being forced to perform
heavy manual tasks. Two were said to have
been beaten shortly before their deaths.
One of the dead, Seaman Danilov, had ap-
parently had to have his fingers amputated
after being compelled to work outdoors in
freezing temperatures without gloves, and
to have been beaten by other recruits with
a crowbar before hospitalization. Press and
other sources have long reported that con-
scripts faced beatings, sometimes fatal, and
other ill-treatment by longer-serving re-
cruits, and that this practice was frequently
condoned by those in authority.

Ill-treatment in custody was also repor-
ted to be widespread and after the October
events in Moscow scores of people were
said to have been beaten following deten-
tion by police or army units. Amur
Yusupov, for example, reported that five
policemen kicked him and beat him with
their fists and truncheons in the security
unit of the Moscow Hotel on 8 October. He
also reported that the police called an

ambulance only after he had signed a state-
ment to say he had no complaints against
them. Amur Yusupov received hospital
treatment for concussion and a fracture of
the left shoulder blade.

According to the Interior Ministry, 505
prisoners were under sentence of death at
the end of August, but no statistics were
known to have been issued for the full
year. At least one execution took place
after a petition for clemency by Kazbek
Kokayev, sentenced to death for murder in
1990, was turned down in May.

Among those expelled from the Moscow
area in October were said to be a number
of asylum-seekers from republics of the
former Soviet Union who faced serious
human rights violations if returned to their
home countries. Others, who did not have
residence permits because of delays in pro-
cessing their asylum applications, alleged
that police officers extorted large sums of
money from them in order not to deport
them from Russia.

Amnesty International called on the
government to release all people impris-
oned for their conscientious objection to
compulsory military service, and urged the
introduction of a civilian alternative of
non-punitive length. It welcomed decrimi-
nalization of consensual adult homosexual
acts, and sought assurances that all those
imprisoned for such activity had been re-
leased.

Amnesty International repeatedly ex-
pressed concern about allegations of ill-
treatment, urging that all such reports be
investigated swiftly and impartially, with
the results made public and any perpet-
rators brought to justice.

The organization welcomed the reduc-
tion in the scope and application of the
death penalty, but throughout the year con-
tinued to urge the authorities to commute
all death sentences and to take concrete
steps towards total abolition.

Amnesty International called on the au-
thorities to ensure that no asylum-seekers
were returned to countries where they
could face human rights violations, and
that their cases were considered thor-
oughly and swiftly in the light of inter-
national standards on the protection of
refugees.




e = T
RWANDA
i _-_

At least 300 unarmed civilians were re-
ported to have been extrajudicially ex-
ecuted by members of the security forces
and allied gangs. At least three detainees
“disappeared” from custody. Opponents of
the former ruling party and human rights
activists were subjected to death threats
and attacks apparently carried out by
members of the security forces or militias
linked to them. At least one prisoner of
conscience was held during the year and
other arbitrary, short-term arrests of poss-
ible prisoners of conscience were repor-
ted. There were reports of torture and
ill-treatment of detainees in custody. An
armed opposition group was responsible
for human rights abuses, including the de-
liberate and arbitrary killing of as many
as 300 civilians.

In April the coalition government set up
in 1992 extended its term of office for a fur-
ther three months in order to complete
peace talks between the government and
the armed opposition Rwandese Patriotic
Front (rer). Prime Minister Dismas Nsengi-
yaremye repeatedly accused President
Juvénal Habyarimana of obstructing the
peace talks and condoning political viol-
ence. In July the conflict resulted in the re-
placement of Dismas Nsengiyaremye as
Prime Minister by Agathe Uwilingiyimana.

The peace talks, which began in 1991,
culminated in the signing of a peace agree-
ment on 4 August in the Tanzanian town
of Arusha and the cessation of hostilities.

The government and RPF signed a series
of protocols in the months leading up to
the agreement. Some of the protocols, in
particular the Protocol relating to the Rule
of Law, signed in August 1992, included

RWANDA

provisions for the protection of human
rights. Article 15 calls for the establish-
ment of an independent national commis-
sion of inquiry to be responsible for
monitoring human rights violations and
Article 16 calls upon the signing parties
to set up an international commission of
inquiry to investigate human rights
violations committed during the conflict.
However, no such inquiry was initiated by
the end of the year. A power-sharing proto-
col allocated six posts to the RPF in a
22-member broad-based transitional gov-
ernment, to be formed after concluding the
peace agreements.

The August peace accord provided for
the appointment of Faustin Twagira-
mungu, leader of the Mouvement démocra-
tique de la République (MDR), Republican
Democratic Movement, as Prime Minister
to head a broad-based transitional govern-
ment, until elections scheduled to take
place in early 1995. This government was
to be formed after a UN peace-keeping force
had been deployed in the country. How-
ever, although by the end of the year most
of the uUN forces had arrived, the trans-
itional government had not yet been
formed.

An International Commission of Inquiry
composed of representatives of foreign
non-governmental human rights organiza-
tions visited Rwanda in January at the in-
vitation of local human rights groups to
investigate human rights violations. Soon
after its visit, the commission announced
that widespread human rights abuses had
been committed by the security forces and
government officials, as well as by sup-
porters of extremist Hutu parties. The gov-
ernment denied that government officials
were responsible for extrajudicial execu-
tions.

The UN Special Rapporteur on summary
or arbitrary executions visited Rwanda in
April. He reported that members of the se-
curity forces and government officials had
been implicated in the deliberate and ar-
bitrary killings of at least 2,300 civilians,
as well as other human rights violations,
since the beginning of the conflict with the
RPF in October 1990. He stated that mem-
bers of the security forces, militias allied to
the Mouvement républicain national pour
la démocratie et le développement (MRND),
National Republican Movement for Demo-
cracy and Development - the former single
ruling party - and the RrRpF had been
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responsible for human rights abuses.

A series of violent demonstrations was
held in the capital, Kigali, by supporters of
the MRND and its main political ally, the
Coalition pour la défense de la République
(cor), Coalition for the Defence of the Re-
public, soon after the government and the
RPF signed a power-sharing protocol in Jan-
uary. MRND and CDR gangs loyal to President
Habyarimana attacked homes belonging to
members of opposition parties which sup-
ported the protocol and the peace talks. By
the end of January violence had spread to
at least eight prefectures and more than 80
people had been killed. The violence was
exacerbated by the breakdown of a short-
lived cease-fire agreement on 8 February.

Soon after the International Commission
of Inquiry left Rwanda in January, there
was a new wave of extrajudicial executions
by the security forces and militia gangs be-
longing to the MRND and cDR, who were be-
lieved to be armed by the security forces,
in which over 300 people were reported to
have been killed throughout the country.
The victims included at least 19 suspected
opponents of the MRND and cDR who were
said to have been killed within Kigali mil-
itary barracks in mid-February. The body
of one, a Ugandan national, Kituku Hayi-
darusi, was found by his family two days
after his arrest on 12 February: it report-
edly bore marks of beatings and gunshot
wounds. At least 17 other corpses of
people known to have been arrested by sol-
diers were reportedly deposited at Kigali
hospital morgue while other prisoners
were reportedly used to bury some execu-
tion victims in various cemeteries in Ki-
gali. Most were said to have been shot in
the head. Relatives of the victims generally
did not initiate official inquiries, appar-
ently for fear of reprisals by soldiers.

In November, 38 people, including of-
ficials of the MRrRND, were shot dead and
others wounded following an attack by
unidentified assailants in four villages in
the northern demilitarized zone. Another
similar attack took place on 29 November
in Mutara village in Gisenyi prefecture,
where 17 people including women and
children were killed. The killings occurred
in the run-up to local elections. A unit of
the UN Observer Mission to Uganda and
Rwanda (UNOMUR) carried out a prelimi-
nary investigation into the killings: it con-
firmed that they had occurred but was
unable to determine who was responsible.

Three students at the Seventh Day Ad-
ventist University of Mudende, Gisenyi
prefecture, “disappeared” after being arres-
ted by two soldiers and a police officer in
February. The whereabouts of Alphonse
Nkunzurwanda, Céléstin Palimehutu and
Emmanuel Hakizimana remained un-
known despite inquiries by their col-
leagues, local human rights groups and
others to which the authorities apparently
did not respond.

Members of political parties opposed to
the President were subjected to death
threats and assaults apparently by the
security forces. The victims included
Sylvestre Kamali, the MDR's head in
Gisenyi prefecture, who was attacked sev-
eral times by men believed to be members
of the security forces. On one occasion his
family home in Gisenyi town was des-
troyed by fire. A second house owned by
the family in Kigali was twice invaded by
unidentified armed men in February. In ad-
dition both Sylvestre Kamali and his wife
were subjected to death threats from men
claiming to be members of Interahamwe, a
clandestine armed group reportedly linked
to the President.

Human rights activists, in particular
those who had assisted the International
Commission of Inquiry, received death
threats and were also subject to assault by
members of the security forces and local
government officials. Ignace Ruhatana, a
leading member of a human rights organ-
ization known locally as “KANYARWANDA",
was attacked and injured in May by men
believed to belong to the security forces.
Muhikira, a Tutsi whose son had assisted
the commission as an interpreter, was re-
portedly forced to commit suicide when
armed Hutu gangs, accompanied by mem-
bers of the local police, surrounded his
home and ordered him either to come out
and be killed by them, or to kill himself.
The local police did not intervene to save
Muhikira’s life.

On 14 November Alphonse-Marie Nku-
bito, a state procurator and president of a
local human rights organization, was ser-
iously injured by a grenade: it was thrown
at him by unidentified men as he entered
his home in Kigali.

At least one government critic was
imprisoned as a prisoner of conscience.
Janvier Africa, a journalist for Umurava
newspaper, was sentenced to two and a
half years’ imprisonment in July by the
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High Court in Kigali for insulting the Head
of State. He had been arrested in Septem-
ber 1992 after alleging publicly that Presid-
ent Habyarimana had been involved
personally in organizing “death squads”
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).
He was held throughout the year in Kigali
Central Prison where he was reported to
have received death threats.

Other journalists charged in 1992 were
not brought to trial. It appeared that three
journalists and a human rights activist,
Fidele Kanyabugoyi, who were provision-
ally released in April 1992 (see Amnesty
International Report 1993), were not
brought to trial. It was unclear whether
charges against them had been dropped.

Several dozen members of the Tutsi
ethnic group were apparently arbitrarily
detained in Gisenyi prefecture during Feb-
fuary. Most of them, including Epiphanie
Mukeshema and Fulbert Rubayiza, ap-
peared to be prisoners of conscience de-
tained solely on the basis of their ethnic
origin. They were released after a few days
without charge. Also in February, about 12
students studying at the Institute St. Fidele
near Gisenyi town were arrested and
detained for a few days on suspicion of
Complicity with the RpF. It was believed
that they were detained because of their
membership of opposition political parties.

Twelve people, including Cyriac Muni-
gatama and Emmanuel Niyonshutu, were
arrested in February by soldiers at a road-
block in Gitarama and accused of trying to
join the RpF. They were detained in Kigali
Central Prison, where some of them were
beaten. They were released without charge
after a few days. Their allegations of ill-
treatment were not known to have been
investigated.

In March Amnesty International learned
that a soldier had been tried and sentenced
to one year's imprisonment for the alleg-
edly accidental shooting of Antonia Lo-
catelli, an Italian missionary who had been
killed in February 1992 during widespread
disturbances in Bugesera region. However,
there was apparently no independent in-
vestigation into the related killing of some
300 Tutsi (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1993), although Fidéle Rwambuka, a
!Ocal mayor and regional MRND representat-
Ve, was suspended from his post in Febru-
ary 1993 for his alleged involvement in the
Bugesera killings. He was murdered in Au-
gust by unidentified men, amid allegations

RWANDA/SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

that he was killed to prevent him from re-
vealing official complicity in the killings.

The RPF was also responsible for human
rights abuses. In February members of the
RPF reportedly shot dead several unarmed
civilians at a camp for displaced people
close to the Ugandan border, when the in-
mates refused to cross into Uganda. A few
weeks later, the rRPF was reported to have
deliberately and arbitrarily killed 300 Hutu
supporters of the cbr and the MRND in
Ruhengeri town, apparently in reprisal for
attacks against Tutsi by the security forces
and Hutu gangs.

Amnesty International continued to
press the government to investigate reports
of extrajudicial executions, “disappear-
ances” and torture which had occurred
since October 1990 and bring those re-
sponsible to justice. It urged the authorities
to end arbitrary arrests and release all pris-
oners of conscience. The government was
not known to have initiated or conducted
any impartial inquiries into the reports of
killings.

Amnesty International also called on
the RrPF to prevent deliberate and arbitrary
killings of unarmed civilians and captured
combatants and to respect human rights
and basic humane standards.

SAINT VINCENT
AND THE
GRENADINES

N

The death penalty for juvenile offenders
was abolished. Three new death sentences
were imposed. Seven people were under
sentence of death but no executions were
carried out.

On 5 August Parliament passed an
amendment to the Criminal Code raising
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SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES/SAUDI ARABIA

the age at which a death sentence may be
imposed to 18 years at the time of the
crime. In October 1989 the law had been
changed to allow death sentences to be
passed for anyone over 16. Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines acceded to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child in October.

Three people were sentenced to death
between July and October after being con-
victed of murders committed in 1991 and
1992. There were no executions. At the
end of the year there were seven people
on death row.

In December Amnesty International
wrote to the Prime Minister, James
Mitchell, welcoming the abolition of the
death penalty for juvenile offenders but
urging the government to change the law to
end the mandatory nature of the death pen-
alty as a first step towards the total aboli-
tion of the death penalty. The organization
also called for the commutation of all cur-
rent death sentences.

SAUDI ARABIA

DIy

or

Scores of people were arrested for their
political, human rights or religious activit-
ies. Some were prisoners of conscience.
Over 400 Iraqi refugees were arrested fol-
lowing clashes in a refugee camp during
which at least nine refugees were shot
dead by camp guards; at least 30 of those
arrested were still held at the end of the
year. At least 28 people, among them pris-
oners of conscience, who had been arres-
ted in previous years and held without
charge or trial or sentenced after unfair
trials, were released. Reports of torture
continued to be received and at least two
detainees died allegedly as a result of

torture or ill-treatment. The judicial pun-
ishments of flogging and amputation con-
tinued to be imposed. At least 80 people
were executed.

In August King Fahd bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz
appointed a 60-member Majlis al-Shura,
Consultative Council. The establishment of
the council was part of a series of reforms
announced in 1992 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). In May the Committee
for the Defence of Legitimate Rights (CDLR)
was founded in Riyadh by six prominent
Sunni Muslim religious scholars and pro-
fessionals. Its stated aims were the “alle-
viation of injustice ... and the defence of
human rights decided by the Shari‘a [Is-
lamic law]”. In response, the council of
senior ‘Ulama - the highest religious au-
thority in the kingdom - stated that the
country had no need for human rights or-
ganizations since it was ruled in accord-
ance with the Shari‘a. Negotiations aimed
at securing improved rights for the coun-
try’s Shi‘a Muslim minority were held dur-
ing the year between the authorities and
Shi‘a Muslim leaders. Under part of the
agreement reached, all known Shi‘a Mus-
lim prisoners of conscience and political
prisoners were released (see below).

Between May and September, over 20
members and supporters of the cDLR were
arrested and detained. They were prisoners
of conscience. At least 16 were academics
or staff members at King Sa‘ud University
in Riyadh. Among them was Professor
Muhammad al-Mas‘ari, the CDLR's spokes-
person, who was arrested in May at his liv-
ing quarters on the university campus by
officers of al-Mabahith al-‘Amma, General
Intelligence. He was held incommunicado
without charge or trial and allegedly tor-
tured by being deprived of sleep for pro-
longed periods. He was released in
November. Dr ‘Abdullah al-Hamid, a
founding member of the cDLR, was arrested
at his house in June. A writer and lecturer,
he had been summoned on more than one
occasion by the authorities, apparently in
attempts to persuade him and other CDLR
founding members to disband the commit-
tee. He was held incommunicado without
charge or trial until his release in Septem-
ber. The remaining CDLR supporters or
members were released in October. Among
them was Dr Ahmad al-Tuwaijri, a well-
known poet and former dean of the College
of Education at King Sa‘ud University. He
was arrested in September reportedly after




signing a petition calling for the release of
Muhammad al-Mas‘ari.

The arrest of Christian worshippers for
the peaceful expression of their religious
beliefs continued (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1992 and 1993). In June and
October, at least nine nationals of the
Philippines were arrested in Riyadh and
Abha following their participation in
prayer meetings. Among them was Robin-
son Azucena Articulo, an office manager,
who was arrested in June and held in
Malaz prison in Riyadh. It was not known
Whether the detainees were still held at the
end of the year.

Between April and September, scores of
Suspected government opponents were ar-
Tested by al-Mabahith al-‘Amma, mainly in
the province of al-Qasseem. They had al-
legedly distributed audio cassettes and lit-
erature criticizing government policies and
corruption within the ruling family. All
were said to be followers of Salafiyya, a
fundamentalist Sunni Muslim doctrine. It
was not known whether they remained in
detention at the end of the year.

Over 400 Iraqi refugees were arrested

following a protest in Rafha refugee camp-

in March. The majority were released
shortly after, but at least 30 of them con-
tinyed to be held at the end of the year.
Among them was Farazdaq Wahab ‘Abdul-
Majeed, a bus driver from the Iraqi city of
Kut, who was arrested after being wounded
during the protest.

The protest began after news reached
the camp that the Saudi Arabian authorit-
ies had refused to admit an Iraqi family
seeking asylum on the border between Iraq
and Saudi Arabia. It reportedly started
peacefully, but became violent after one of
the protesters, Jabbar Muhammad Karim
al-Etaym, a taxi driver, was shot and killed
by camp guards. Some of the refugees then
Occupied the camp’s educational facility,
which was set on fire, reportedly resulting
in the deaths of four of its employees. The
disturbances were subsequently quelled by
army personnel, who reportedly fired into
the protesters, killing at least eight more
_refugees. The government announced an
Investigation into the incident, but no de-
tails of its composition or findings were
disclosed. However, the official news
agency said in May that nine refugees had
been killed during the March protest when
guards opened fire to clear a path to the
burning building.

SAUDI ARABIA

At least 28 Shi‘a Muslim prisoners of
conscience and political prisoners were re-
leased (see above). Among them were five
students from King Sa‘ud University who
had been held since 1989, and four alleged
supporters of Hizbullah fil Hijaz, Party of
God in Hijaz, who were serving prison
terms imposed after unfair trials in late
1989 or early 1990 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1989 to 1993).

New reports of torture and ill-treatment
were received. Hussein al-Shuwaykhat, a
17-year-old student, died in January in
al-Mabahith al-‘Amma prison in al-
‘Awamiyya, Eastern Province. His body
was returned to his family allegedly bear-
ing marks of torture. He had reportedly
been held without charge or trial since
March 1991 on suspicion of theft. It was
not known if an inquest or inquiry into his
death was held.

Many Iraqi refugees were reportedly tor-
tured or ill-treated following the protest in
Rafha refugee camp (see above). One of
them, Hussein al-Jizani, a former prisoner
of war, was allegedly beaten to death by
members of the armed forces two days after
the protest. Fifteen Iragi refugees who had
apparently witnessed the incident were ar-
rested and reportedly forced to sign a state-
ment to the effect that Hussein al-Jizani
had died of a heart attack.

The judicial punishments of flogging
and amputation continued to be imposed.
Mikhail Cornelius Mikhail, an Egyptian
member of the Coptic Orthodox Church,
received 500 lashes prior to his release and
deportation to Egypt in January: he had
been sentenced in October 1992 to seven
years' imprisonment and 1,000 lashes on
charges of blasphemy. At least five judicial
amputations of the hand were carried out
during the year. All the victims had been
convicted of repeated theft.

At least 80 people were executed, all by
being publicly beheaded. The victims in-
cluded Egyptian, Pakistani and Saudi Ara-
bian nationals who had been convicted of
drug-trafficking, murder or rape. Three of
them, two Saudi Arabians and an Egyptian,
who had been convicted of murder and
rape, were beheaded and then crucified
in April in the city of Ha'il in Tabuk
Province.

Amnesty International welcomed the re-
lease of prisoners of conscience and other
political prisoners during the year but ex-
pressed concern about the arrests of others
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SAUDI ARABIA/SENEGAL

for the peaceful expression of their polit-
ical or religious beliefs. It called for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of all
prisoners of conscience. The organization
urged the authorities to investigate thor-
oughly all deaths in custody, including
those which had occurred in 1992 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993), and
all allegations of torture. It asked the gov-
ernment for details of the official investiga-
tion into the incident at Rafha refugee
camp, but there was no response from the
government to any of Amnesty Interna-
tional's appeals.

In July Amnesty International published
a report, Saudi Arabia: An upsurge in pub-
lic executions, and expressed grave con-
cern that 105 people had been executed
during a one-year period up to May, many
of them apparently after unfair trials. It
urged the government to take immediate
steps to stop executions, reduce the num-
ber of capital offences and allow defend-
ants access to defence lawyers during
trials. The Saudi Arabian Ambassador to
the United Kingdom, responding through
the news media, stated that Amnesty Inter-
national’s opposition to the death penalty
was tantamount to “contempt for the be-
liefs of all Muslims”.

In September Amnesty International
published a further report, Saudi Arabia:
Religious Intolerance; The arrest, detention
and torture of Christian worshippers and
Shi‘a Muslims. 1t reported the emergence
of a clear pattern of discrimination against
religious minorities, particularly since the
Gulf crisis in 1990 and 1991. It also high-
lighted the detention without trial of hun-
dreds of men, women and children solely
for the peaceful expression of their relig-
ious beliefs, as well as the frequent reports
of torture. Amnesty International urged
the government to release all prisoners of
conscience immediately and to enact
legislation to combat religious intolerance.

SENEGAL

Over 250 political detainees were held
without trial in connection with the activ-
ities of armed separatists in the
Casamance region: all were released in
mid-July. Many were reported to have
been tortured by the security forces. Tor-
ture was reported to be frequent in police

stations elsewhere in Senegal. The army
was responsible for “disappearances” and
possible extrajudicial executions in vil-
lages suspected of supporting the sepa-
ratist movement and new information
emerged about a massacre of villagers in
1992. Armed separatists in Casamance
committed serious human rights abuses.

Armed conflict in the Casamance region
between government forces and armed sep-
aratists belonging to the Mouvement des
forces démocratiques de Casamance
(MFDC), Movement of Casamance's Demo-
cratic Forces, escalated in the run-up to
presidential and parliamentary elections in
February and May. President Abdou Diouf
was re-elected and subsequent negotiations
between the government and the MrDC cul-
minated in a cease-fire agreement in early
July. There was much controversy sur-
rounding the elections: the President of the
Constitutional Council resigned before the
results of the presidential elections were
announced; and in May, the day after the
parliamentary election results were an-
nounced, the Vice-President of the Consti-
tutional Council, Maitre Babacar Seéye, was
murdered. His murder increased political
tension: the leader and other members
of the main opposition party, the Parti
démocratique sénégalais (PDS), Senegalese
Democratic Party, were accused of com-
plicity; suspects, including a Pbs member
of parliament, were tortured in custody:
and one leading suspect who initially im-
plicated opposition leaders alleged later
that it was actually a government envoy
who had commissioned him to kill Maitre
Babacar Seye, while trying to make the kill-
ing look as if the pps had organized it.

The MFDC committed serious human
rights abuses in the Casamance region,




including deliberate killings of unarmed
civilians. In a series of violent attacks at
the time of the February elections, 28
people, both soldiers and civilians, includ-
ing prospective voters and others involved
in the elections, were killed by MrDC forces.

Some 256 prisoners, most of whom had
been detained in late 1992 or early 1993,
were held without trial in connection with
the Casamance conflict. All were uncon-
ditionally released in mid-July after the
cease-fire agreement. More than half had
been held in Dakar, the capital, but were
sent back to Ziguinchor, regional capital of
Casamance, following their release. It ap-
peared that many of them had been held
unlawfully, in breach of existing detention
procedures, but the secrecy surrounding
their cases made this impossible to con-
firm. Few of them had legal representation.
Amnesty International delegates who vis-
ited Senegal in June were denied access to
them.

Many of the 256 were alleged to have
been tortured. Both the army and the gen-
darmerie operating in the countryside of
Casamance were reported to torture cap-
tives in order to obtain information about
rebel movements. For example, Filidée
Diédhiou, a hotel worker from Cap Skir-
ring, was said to have been tortured by
having molten plastic dripped on to his
skin while he was detained for a week in
January at a police station in Ziguinchor.

Torture was also reported in Dakar and
other parts of the country. The most widely
publiiz#td case was that of Mody Sy, a pps
member of parliament, who was arrested
on 20 May on suspicion of providing
weapons for the murder of Maitre Babacar
Stye the week before. He alleged that he
was tortured at a gendarmerie post in cent-
ral Dakar by being suspended between two
tables and having electric shocks applied
to his fingers and genitals. After a week he
was transferred to Dakar’s central prison,
bearing scars which were consistent with
!’liS allegations. Despite widespread public-
ity, the authorities did not agree to his law-
yers' request that he be medically
examined until 11 June: even then, the re-
sults were not made public or apparently
disclosed to the lawyers, and a formal com-
plaint lodged on 28 July and an internal
gendarmerie inquiry had made no progress
by the end of the year.

In a related case, Ramata Gueye, a mar-
ket seller, was arrested in July and tortured
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over two days at the gendarmeries in Thies
and Pout before being released uncharged.
She was seriously bruised, had a sprained
thumb and some of her hair was pulled
out. Her complaints of torture were also
publicized but, as in Mody Sy’s case, the
authorities apparently failed to take any ac-
tion against those responsible.

The army was responsible for “disap-
pearances” and what appeared to be extra-
judicial executions of villagers suspected
of supporting the separatist movement in
Casamance. Bruno Basséne, from Diakéne
village, reportedly “disappeared” after he
was detained in January at a military
check-point near Ziguinchor. A few days
earlier he had apparently witnessed two
extrajudicial executions near Diakene,
when Théodore and Ignace Djivounouk
were shot dead by government soldiers.
Their bodies had then been tied, dragged
some distance and mutilated. The cemet-
ery at Diakene was later said to have been
attacked by government forces when the
two men were being buried.

Seven other men “disappeared” in Janu-
ary after being detained by soldiers at Dar
Salam village. They included Ousmane
Basseéne, Daniel Tandeng and Gaston
Manga. Following the July releases, it ap-
peared that at least 24 other people had
“disappeared”: although they were re-
ported to have been detained they were
not among those freed.

New evidence emerged that government
troops had killed at least 100 people at
Kaguitt village in September 1992 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993) fol-
lowing an attack there by MFDC separatists.
Government soldiers had reportedly sealed
off the village, rounded up all men and
boys between the ages of 14 and 70, and
killed them, either torturing them to
death or extrajudicially executing them.
Two others were taken away and “dis-
appeared”. The incident was surrounded
by official secrecy and civilians were de-
nied access to the village for some months
after the incident. The authorities did not
acknowledge that any unlawful killings
had occurred and did not initiate any offi-
cial inquiry.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the government about reports of tor-
ture, “disappearances” and extrajudicial
executions and called for official action to
halt such abuses. In June Amnesty Interna-
tional representatives visited Senegal and
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met senior government legal officers and
security officials. The authorities refused to
provide any information about the
detainees from Casamance and senior se-
curity officials would give no information
at all.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a short report, Senegal: Opposition
member of parliament tortured in police
custody, about the torture of Mody Sy and
others and the authorities’ complete failure
to investigate torture allegations, in breach
of the commitment to do so that they had
given to the uN Human Rights Committee
in 1992 (see Amnesty International Report
1993). Nor did the government investigate
the reported “disappearances” or extra-
judicial executions, despite appeals from
Amnesty International.

In September the Minister of Justice told
Amnesty International that the existence of
“slips” or “unfortunate mistakes” did not
indicate a practice of torture. He also stated
that formal complaints by Mody Sy and
Ramata Gueéye were being investigated,
although no details were available nor
was any progress reported by the end of
the year.

In November Amnesty International
submitted a document to the authorities
enumerating its concerns and urging them
to ensure impartial inquiries into all alle-
gations of torture and “disappearances”.
Amnesty International asked for details of
the terms of reference of inquiries which
were reportedly under way.

More than 300 political detainees, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, who had been
held without charge or trial were released,

but more than 150 remained in detention
at the end of the year. Conditions in pris-
ons remained extremely harsh; deaths in
custody from disease and malnutrition
were common. People suspected of sup-
porting rebel forces were tortured and ill-
treated and captured rebels were
extrajudicially executed by soldiers. Three
people were sentenced to death for mur-
der, but there were no executions. Armed
opposition forces also committed serious
human rights abuses.

On 29 April, the first anniversary of the
coup which brought the National Provi-
sional Ruling Council (NPRc) headed by
Captain Valentine Strasser to power, the
government announced the release from
detention of former government ministers.
It also announced amendments to legis-
lation introduced in 1992, including the
Treason and Other Offences (Special Milit-
ary Tribunal) Decree, No. 12 of 1992,
which established a special military court
to try people involved in attempts to over-
throw the government (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1993). Trials before the
tribunal would now be held in public and
chaired by a High Court judge and those
convicted would have a right of appeal to
the Court of Appeal. The government also
promised a return to a multi-party political
system within three years and a National
Advisory Council was established to draft
a new constitution and prepare a transition
to civilian rule.

Armed conflict continued in the south
and east between government forces and
the armed opposition Revolutionary
United Front (RUF). It had begun in 1991
when the RUF invaded from neighbouring
Liberia and continued after the NPRC took
power in 1992. During the year, govern-
ment forces recaptured most of the areas
previously held by rebels. Captain Strasser
announced a unilateral month-long cease-
fire during December and offered an am-
nesty to rebel forces who surrended, but
rebel attacks continued. Both sides com-
mitted gross human rights abuses, includ-
ing torture and killings of captured
opponents. From June onwards hundreds
of boys aged under 15 who had been en-
listed into the Sierra Leone army were
demobilized.

Several hundred people were being de-
tained without charge or trial at the begin-
ning of the year, mostly at the Central
Prison, Pademba Road, in Freetown, the
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capital. They included former government
ministers and officials arrested at the time
of or immediately after the April 1992
coup and others arrested subsequently as
suspected opponents of the NPRC. Some
were prisoners of conscience. They were
held under emergency legislation intro-
duced in May 1992 which allowed in-
definite administrative detention without
charge or trial and from which there was
no recourse to the courts. In April, 24 for-
mer politicians were released from prison
but, like other detainees released in late
1992, they were placed under house arrest
and remained so throughout the year. Com-
missions of inquiry which were estab-
lished to investigate corruption by former
government ministers completed their in-
vestigations but the government brought no
charges against them.

Those held also included eight former
prison officers who had been arrested in
December 1992 for alleged involvement in
a coup attempt (see Amnesty International
Report 1993). They were held without
charge or trial at the Criminal Investigation
Department (cID) headquarters in Freetown
until they were released in November. Two
soldiers, Lieutenant M.A. Jalloh and Cor-
poral S.S. Koroma, and a student, Sahid
Mohamed Sesay, also accused of involve-
ment in the coup attempt, were believed to
be still held at Pademba Road Prison at the
end of the year. Following international
condemnation of the executions in Decem-
ber 1992 of 26 others accused of involve-
ment in alleged coup attempts, the
government said that it would make public
the transcript of their trial before a Special
Military Tribunal. It failed, however, to do
this. In January, Chernor Ojuku Sesay, ed-
itor of The Pool newspaper, was held with-
out charge for four days apparently
because of an article criticizing the execu-
tions. He was beaten and kicked by a
senior member of the NPRC while detained.

Seven people were arrested in early
March on suspicion of plotting with former
President Joseph Saidu Momoh to over-
throw the government. They were held at
CID headquarters in Freetown until 1 April
when all but Ernest Allen, former Acting
Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of De-
fence, were released. Ernest Allen was
transferred to Pademba Road Prison and
held without charge until 9 July when he
and 85 other political detainees were re-
leased from the prison. Also released were

SIERRA LEONE

Adeline Koroma, a former government in-
formation officer, and K. Roy Stevens, a
journalist, both held since May 1992, and
Harry T.T. Williams, a former government
minister, arrested in October 1992 who,
like those released in April, was kept
under house arrest.

In mid-October, 10 people were arrested
after an independent newspaper, The New
Breed, referred to allegations of govern-
ment corruption previously reported by a
foreign newspaper. Dr Julius Spencer, a
university lecturer and the newspaper’s
director, Donald John, a journalist, and
three others were charged with seditious
publication and libel. They were released
on bail in late October and had not been
tried by the end of the year. Two other
journalists were detained briefly in Novem-
ber. Paul Kamara and Sallieu Kamara,
prominent members of the National League
for Human Rights and Democracy and ed-
itor and deputy editor respectively of For
di People newspaper, which had not ap-
peared since stringent rules regulating the
press were introduced by the NPRC in Janu-
ary, were arrested on 27 November. They
were held for questioning for two days at
cipD headquarters in Freetown but were not
charged.

Four British nationals of Vietnamese
and Chinese origin were arrested in Octo-
ber in Freetown on suspicion of involve-
ment in a plot against the government.
They were charged with treason on 23 De-
cember but a preliminary investigation of
their case before a magistrate’s court was
adjourned. A fifth person arrested shortly
after the others was released uncharged on
30 December.

More than 150 detainees remained in
Pademba Road Prison after the releases in
July and arrests continued throughout the
year. Most were held in connection with
the armed conflict between government
and rebel forces. About 20 had been held
since 1991, when they were captured fol-
lowing the RUF invasion; others were arres-
ted after the NPRC came to power. Large
groups of civilians were detained, appar-
ently indiscriminately, by soldiers as they
retook areas previously held by rebels. For
example, 27 farmers were arrested in Janu-
ary in Njaiama-Nimikoro, Kono District,
Eastern Province, when, at the request of
the military, they returned to their homes
with their families after fighting had
ceased. Although they were first held for
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questioning in military barracks, no proper
investigation into their alleged involve-
ment in rebel activities appeared to have
taken place. None had been captured dur-
ing fighting and allegations that they might
have supported or collaborated with rebel
forces were unsubstantiated. Among those
held at Pademba Road Prison accused of
involvement in rebel activities were 16
boys under the age of 18, including one 14-
year-old, Alhaji Kallon. He was among 154
political detainees freed from Pademba
Road Prison on 12 November. A further 35
were released on 18 November. However,
more than 150 political detainees remained
held without charge or trial at the end of
the year.

Torture and ill-treatment of suspected
rebels and their supporters by soldiers in
the war zone were common. Captives often
had their arms bound tightly behind their
backs, sometimes resulting in paralysis of
the hands and arms. Several detainees in
Pademba Road Prison had serious injuries
to their arms; others had scars from bay-
onet wounds inflicted by the military
forces who had initially detained them.
There were also reports of torture and ill-
treatment by security forces in areas of the
country not affected by armed conflict. For
example, in late August a pregnant woman,
Ramatu Kanu, was reported to have died
at a village in Tonkolili District, Northern
Province, after being beaten by two soldiers
who were searching for her husband. He
too was later beaten by the soldiers. Police
subsequently investigated the incident but
it was not known whether those respons-
ible were prosecuted.

Conditions in prisons throughout the
country were extremely harsh. In March
more than 70 prisoners who had been ar-
rested as vagrants in Freetown in Decem-
ber 1992 died from starvation and neglect
in Magburaka Central Prison, Mafanta,
Tonkolili District. Thirty-three people died
in early May after 62 people arrested in
connection with a murder were locked in a
small police cell in Kenema, Eastern Prov-
ince. Official inquiries into both incidents
were announced and several police officers
in Kenema were subsequently suspended.
However, the conclusions of the inquiries
had not been made public by the end of the
year. Although the incidence of prisoners’
deaths at Pademba Road Prison was signifi-
cantly lower than in previous years,
deaths from disease and malnutrition still

occurred. In October the government an-
nounced that major improvements to the
country's prisons were to be undertaken.

At least three people were sentenced to
death for criminal offences. It appeared
that soldiers may also have been sentenced
to death by military courts, but no details
were available. In April a High Court in
Freetown sentenced three men to death
for murder. No executions of condemned
prisoners were carried out.

In Eastern and Southern Provinces, sol-
diers extrajudicially executed those cap-
tured in the conflict between government
and rebel forces. Rebels captured on the
battlefield were summarily killed; others
were executed publicly, often by behead-
ing, without any form of trial. For example,
in January soldiers who had retaken Koidu
in Kono District, Eastern Province, admit-
ted to journalists that captured rebels were
summarily executed. Three rebels captured
in Koidu, one bleeding heavily from a gun-
shot wound, were bound and beaten. Two
died as a result; the other was stabbed to
death. In April a man and a woman cap-
tured while laying mines were reported to
have been publicly mutilated and executed
by soldiers in Daru, Kailahun District, East-
ern Province.

Rebel forces also committed human
rights abuses, including torture and delib-
erate and arbitrary killings of unarmed
civilians. In August RUF forces were repor-
ted to have killed 21 people in Kailahun
District. Sixteen members of the RUF and
five civilians were reportedly executed by
firing-squad after they were accused of
plotting to overthrow the leader of the RUF,
Foday Sankoh. Eight villagers, four men
and four women, were reported to have
been bound and shot by rebel forces in late
October during a raid on the village of
Ngieya, near the Liberian border, and in
late December rebel forces were reported to
have shot some 20 villagers when they at-
tacked two villages in Pujehun District,
Southern Province.

Amnesty International representatives
visited Sierra Leone in early May. They
visited parts of the country affected by
armed conflict and also Pademba Road
Prison where they saw 264 political de-
tainees. In June Amnesty International
published a report, Sierra Leone: Political
detainees at the Central Prison, Pademba
Road, Freetown, and called for a review of
the cases of all political detainees held




without charge or trial. When 86 detainees
were released in July following a review of
their cases by police and military author-
ities, the government said that rebels or
those who collaborated with them would
remain in detention while the armed
conflict continued. Amnesty International
welcomed the releases, but urged the gov-
ernment to review the cases of all political
detainees in order to establish the grounds
for their detention and to release those
against whom no evidence of involvement
in rebel activities had been found. In Au-
gust Amnesty International drew attention
to the cases of detainees under the age of
18 in its report, Sierra Leone: Prisoners of
war? Children detained in barracks and
prison. The government subsequently ad-
mitted that boys under 18 were held, but
claimed that there were only eight. Am-
nesty International welcomed further relea-
ses of political detainees in November, but
called again for a review of remaining
cases. It also called for the early trial or re-
lease of those detained in connection with
alleged coup plots in December 1992 and
October 1993.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to take steps to prevent torture
and extrajudicial executions and to ensure
that all troops had clear orders not to kill
prisoners. It also publicly condemned the
deliberate and arbitrary killing of 21 people
by the RUF in August, and called on the RUF
to observe basic international humanitar-
ian standards.

SINGAPORE

Two former prisoners of conscience con-
tinued to be subject to government orders
restricting their freedom of expression
and association. Criminal offenders were
sentenced to caning. At least 26 people
were sentenced to death and five were exe-
cuted.

Restriction orders limiting freedom of
association and expression continued to be
imposed on Chia Thye Poh and Vincent
Cheng, two former prisoners of conscience.
A similar order imposed on another former
prisoner of conscience, Teo Soh Lung,
lapsed in June and was not renewed.

Caning, which constitutes a cruel, inhu-
man and degrading form of punishment,
remained a mandatory punishment for

SIERRA LEONE/SINGAPORE

some 30 crimes, including armed robbery,
attempted murder, drug-trafficking, illegal
immigration and rape. For example, in
September Muhamed Shah Jantan, a car-
penter, was sentenced to 12 strokes of
the cane and 14 years’ imprisonment after
being convicted of rape. There was no in-
formation about the damages claim made
in court in March 1991 by Qwek Kee
Chong, a convicted prisoner, for “grievous
injury” caused by caning (see Amnesty
International Report 1992).

At least 26 people were sentenced to
death, of whom 23 were convicted of drug-
trafficking and three of murder. They in-
cluded Yeo Poh Choon, who was convicted
of drug-trafficking and sentenced to death
in September by the Court of Criminal Ap-
peal despite having been acquitted in July
by the High Court on the same charge.

At least five people were executed. A
Malaysian man was executed in February
and two Hong Kong nationals were exe-
cuted in July: all three had been convicted
of drug-trafficking. Mohamed Bachu Miah
and Mohamed Mahmuduzzaman Khan,
both labourers from Bangladesh, were exe-
cuted in July after being convicted of the
murder of another Bangladeshi labourer.
Mohamed Mahmuduzzaman Khan was ex-
ecuted despite a clemency petition to Pres-
ident Wee Kim Wee which included a
signed confession by Mohamed Bachu
Miah stating that he had been solely
responsible for the murder.

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to lift the restrictions on the two for-
mer prisoners of conscience, to end caning
and to commute all death sentences.
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Hundreds of non-combatant civilians were
deliberately killed by armed political
groups and their supporters on account of
their membership of a particular clan. So-
mali civilians, including children, were
arbitrarily killed by un peace-keeping and
us troops, who detained dozens of people
without charge or trial. Five women were
summarily executed by stoning in the
breakaway Somaliland Republic.

A UN military operation, “Operation Re-
store Hope”, authorized by the UN Security
Council in December 1992 to establish “a
secure environment for humanitarian relief
operations”, sought to exert control in a
country racked by civil war, famine and
the absence of central government or rule
of law. The multinational uN task force,
UNITAF, led by us forces, reduced the num-
ber of deaths caused by starvation, but was
only partially successful in securing peace
between the Somali fighting groups or
protecting relief workers and supplies. In
March the 15 armed political groups of the
main two rival Somali coalitions agreed to
stop fighting and to set up a 78-member
Transitional National Council (TNC) as a
two-year interim political and legislative
authority for the country. However, the
TNC had not been established by the end of
the year.

In May “Operation Restore Hope”
handed over to a second UN Somalia op-
eration, UNOSOM 11, which was to last two
years with us military backing. The uN Se-
curity Council authorized it to use force to
end fighting in different parts of the
country and to disarm and demobilize all
armed Somali groups. It was mandated to
establish a Somali police force and new

administrative, legal and judicial institu-
tions, and to prepare a new constitution
in conjunction with the TNc. It initiated a
relief and reconstruction program, sup-
plementing the activities of international
relief agencies.

Increasing tension in the south of Mo-
gadishu, the capital, between uN forces and
General Mohamed Farah Aideed’s United
Somali Congress (usc) faction, the leading
group in the Somali National Alliance
(SNA) coalition, led to the killing of 23 Pak-
istani UN troops on 5 June. A UN Security
Council resolution the next day authorized
the investigation and detention for pro-
secution, trial and punishment of those re-
sponsible for the deaths. The UN Special
Representative on Somalia declared Gen-
eral Aideed a wanted person in connection
with the killings. This was followed by five
months of bitter fighting in Mogadishu be-
tween UN forces and us supporting forces
and General Aideed's armed supporters.
Several hundred Somalis, many of them
apparently unarmed and including chil-
dren, were killed by uNn and us troops. So-
mali gunmen killed over 70 uN and us
soldiers, including 18 us soldiers in Octo-
ber during a UN operation to arrest SNA
leaders. In response to international con-
cern about the violence, the uN then re-
verted to seeking a political solution to the
conflict with General Aideed, who had
evaded capture. The UN Security Council
rescinded its arrest order and established a
new international commission of inquiry
into the 5 June killings of UN troops. It also
tried to reopen all-party reconciliation
talks.

By the end of the year the Somali police
force and courts were being re-established
in some areas on the basis of the constitu-
tion and laws established at independence
in 1960. The inter-clan fighting which had
ravaged the country in 1991 and 1992 had
mostly subsided, although areas of tension
remained.

In the first four months of the year be-
fore the UNOSOM 11 operation, scores of de-
fenceless civilians were arbitrarily killed
on account of their clan origin during fight-
ing between opposing clan factions in the
southern port of Kismayu. On 2 January
Sean Devereux, a British aid worker, was
shot dead in Kismayu by unidentified gun-
men, reportedly because of his criticism of
massacres of unarmed civilians there the
previous month by the Somali Patriotic




Movement (spm). Killings of clan oppon-
ents from minority clans or sub-clans oc-
curred throughout the year, particularly in
Kismayu and Mogadishu. A pro-Aideed
mob killed four foreign journalists on 13
June and General Aideed's usc militias re-
portedly killed several people suspected of
spying for the UN.

Many of the hundreds of killings by
UN peace-keeping and uUs troops appeared
to violate human rights or humanitarian
standards. In most cases, neither the UN nor
the governments of the troops concerned
carried out investigations in accordance
with international standards. In March us
military authorities investigated one death
caused by shooting and decided not to
bring charges. However, in April a us sol-
dier was convicted by a court-martial in
Mogadishu of aggravated assault on two
Somali civilians. Canadian military invest-
igators charged eight Canadian soldiers
with criminal offences, including murder,
torture and unlawful use of lethal force, in
connection with two incidents in March.
They had not been tried by the end of the
year. A Belgian Ministry of Defence in-
quiry investigated reports of 31 killings
and cases of ill-treatment of Somali civil-
lans by its troops. According to its report
in November, 13 cases were under judicial
investigation, but no further details were
known at the end of the year.

Some 20 civilian demonstrators were
killed by Pakistani troops in Mogadishu on
13 June. The Pakistani authorities said
their soldiers were returning fire against
gunmen who were using civilians as
“human shields”. On 12 July us troops
killed over 60 civilians, including elders
and religious leaders with whom UN offi-
cials were negotiating. The troops said they
had attacked what they believed was a
command post of General Aideed, al-
though this was evidently not the case. On
3 October scores of civilians were killed
and some 700 wounded, about a third of
whom were women and children, in gun
battles between General Aideed’s militias
and us troops, who suffered 18 casualties
in their search for sNa leaders. In all these
cases, the investigations by the uN, us and
Pakistani authorities to establish whether
the killings by their forces were lawful or
not, and whether they could have been
avoided, failed to satisfy international
standards for thorough, prompt and impar-
tial investigations.

SOMALIA

UN and us troops arrested hundreds of
Somalis during the year, mostly in Mo-
gadishu and particularly after the killing of
23 Pakistani UN troops on 5 June. Most
were released after days or weeks, although
some 400 alleged criminals were trans-
ferred from uN custody to Somali prisons
and police stations. The UN began to estab-
lish new courts in August, but no detainees
were known to have been tried by the end
of the year. Of the 70 people arrested for
political or security reasons in the conflict
with General Aideed, most were held and
interrogated in a special detention centre
in the uN compound in Mogadishu. They
included about 20 sNa leaders arrested by
us troops in October. Detainees were de-
nied access to relatives, although the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
was allowed to visit all uN detainees. None
was brought before a judicial authority,
charged with an offence or allowed access
to a lawyer. It was unclear whether they
were detained in a law enforcement opera-
tion or were effectively prisoners of war. A
UN spokesperson said they were being held
in “preventive custody” for security rea-
sons. By the end of the year all but eight
had been released.

In March the uN Commission on Human
Rights called for the appointment of an In-
dependent Expert on Somalia. He was ap-
pointed in August but had not visited
Somalia by the end of the year. In Septem-
ber the uN Security Council approved the
establishment of a human rights office as
part of uNosoM I which would investigate
human rights violations and train police,
judges and prison officers. By the end of the
year only limited steps had been taken to
implement this human rights program. An
Independent Jurist was appointed by the
UN in December to review the UN detentions.

A Nigerian soldier in the uN force and a
us serviceman, who were captured by Gen-
eral Aideed’s militias in September and
October respectively, stated that they had
been ill-treated in custody. They were
eventually given medical treatment and al-
lowed visits by the ICRc, and were released
in November. The bodies of some Pak-
istani, us and Nigerian soldiers killed in
the fighting were mutilated by pro-Aideed
mobs.

The breakaway “Republic of Soma-
liland” in the northwest, relatively un-
touched by the violence in the south,
refused to join the proposed TNC. In May
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clan and political groups elected Mohamed
Ibrahim Egal as President to head a
two-year interim administration. A new
National Charter stated that Somaliland
would abide by the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. It declared that legisla-
tion would be based on laws in force be-
fore General Siad Barre’s coup in 1969 and
on Islamic Law, but the administration did
not legalize cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishments such as flogging, which had
been inflicted by courts earlier in the year.

Summary and extrajudicial executions
took place in Hargeisa in Somaliland in
January. On 8 January five women were
stoned to death for adultery after being ar-
rested by an Islamic group, taken into po-
lice custody and tried by an informal
Islamic “court”. They were denied legal
representation, condemned to death, re-
fused any appeal and publicly stoned to
death the next day by the religious group
which had arrested them. Somaliland offi-
cials did not intervene. Later, after local
and international criticism, police arrested
Sheikh Dahir Ahmed Yunis, the leader of
the religious group, and 15 others involved
in the incident, but released them later un-
punished.

Amnesty International appealed to all
Somali political groups, military and ci-
vilian, to commit themselves publicly to
human rights objectives, end the abuses
and support the rule of law. In April Am-
nesty International published a report, So-
malia: Update on a disaster — proposals for
human rights. It urged the UN to establish
an international group of independent
civilian advisers to implement interna-
tional human rights standards, investigate
human rights abuses by all parties, includ-
ing UN and other foreign forces, and take
prompt corrective action. It called for a
public inquiry into human rights violations
in Somalia over the past two decades, and
for those responsible for extrajudicial
executions and other deliberate and arbit-
rary killings and torture, to be brought to
justice.

Amnesty International urged the UN to
investigate thoroughly killings of civilians
by uN forces and asked the governments of
Belgium, Canada, Pakistan and the usa
what steps they were taking in regard to al-
legations of abuses by their troops. It also
called on the UN to ensure that no one was
detained by uN forces contrary to the UN's
own standards on the rights of detainees.

The UN wrote to Amnesty International in
June rejecting allegations of disproportion-
ate use of lethal force by uN troops and dis-
missed the proposal for unosom to have
civilian human rights advisers. In Novem-
ber the UN told the organization that it was
striving to ensure adherence by UNOSOM to
all international and humanitarian laws. It
later provided some details of three incid-
ents of killings by UN troops, the troops’
rules of engagement and detention proced-
ures, and the new uNosoM Human Rights
Office. The Canadian Government replied
to Amnesty International in July about the
investigations it had initiated, but at the
end of the year Amnesty International had
received no reply from the us, Belgian or
Pakistani governments.

Amnesty International condemned sum-
mary executions by armed Somali groups
and the executions in Somaliland.

SOUTH AFRICA
tolail e

Over 4,300 people were killed in political
violence. Further evidence emerged of
covert security force collusion in political
killings. Prisoners of conscience were
among hundreds of prisoners detained
without trial under security legislation.
Detainees were tortured by members of the
police and armyj; at least 39 died in police
custody in suspicious circumstances. Few
of those responsible for human rights vi-
olations were brought to justice. Over 400
prisoners were under sentence of death
but there were no executions.

Negotiations between President F.W. de
Klerk’s government, the African National
Congress (aANc) and other political parties
led to an agreement on a post-elections
“Interim Constitution”, which included a




chapter on “Fundamental Rights”, and was
passed by the tricameral parliament on 22
December. In December the newly estab-
lished Transitional Executive Council (TEC)
began to monitor the conduct of key gov-
ernment departments prior to elections set
for April 1994. A coalition of right-wing
parties, including the Inkatha Freedom
Party (iFp) and the Conservative Party, boy-
cotted the negotiations from July and at the
end of the year still refused to accept the
new Constitution and to participate in the
multi-party TEC.

In January South Africa signed the uN
Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, but had not ratified it by the
end of the year.

The level of political violence remained
high, with over 4,300 people killed during
the year. Attacks on train and taxi com-
muters continued, and apparently random
shootings by unidentified attackers in pass-
ing vehicles constituted a new form of
terror for township residents in the Vaal
Triangle, East Rand and Natal. The pattern
of these shootings, which often coincided
with key events in the negotiations pro-
cess, suggested that they were being perpe-
trated by a “third force” of professional
killers, possibly consisting of elements
within the security forces and other armed
groups opposed to the peace process. In
the East Rand there was evidence of police
collusion with IFP supporters involved in
conflict with ANC supporters.

Towards the end of the year right-wing
parties, including the IFp, were stockpiling
weapons and running paramilitary training
camps in opposition to the new Constitu-
tion and the TEC.

The Azanian People’s Liberation Army
(apLA), the armed wing of the Pan African-
ist Congress of Azania (PAC), maintained a
policy of attacking police officers and were
under suspicion in connection with attacks
resulting in the deaths of more than 50
white civilians. More than 200 police offi-
cers died in politically motivated attacks,
the majority in the context of political viol-
ence in the East Rand. In November ApLA
officials and the Minister of Law and Order
held talks in Zimbabwe which aimed at a
“cessation of hostilities”.

International observers, who had been
sent to South Africa under the August
1992 uUN Security Council Resolution 772,
helped to limit the level of violence,
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particularly during mass demonstrations
which followed the assassination in April
of South African Communist Party leader
Chris Hani by right-wing conspirators.

The judicial commission chaired by
Appeal Court Judge Richard Goldstone
continued to investigate and report on in-
cidents and issues relating to the political
violence. In December the commission
made public its evidence of a “hit squad”
operating within the KwaZulu police. Law-
yers were appointed as Police Reporting
Officers under the 1991 National Peace Ac-
cord to investigate complaints against the
police, but were hampered by insufficient
resources, limited access to police files and
financial dependence on the police.

Members of the security forces con-
tinued to commit extrajudicial executions
and other human rights violations, despite
some attempts by the authorities to make
the police more accountable to local com-
munities. For example, police fired indis-
criminately into a crowd of peaceful
demonstrators outside Protea police sta-
tion, Soweto, in the aftermath of Chris
Hani's assassination. Nine people were
killed and around 240 injured. Elsewhere,
the Bophuthatswana police brutally at-
tacked peaceful demonstrators. In one in-
cident in August they shot dead
14-year-old David Letsile without provoca-
tion.

The police were also implicated in tar-
geted assassinations of political activists
and members of the ANC's armed wing,
Umkhonto weSizwe (Mk), and in deaths in
custody which appeared to be deliberate
killings. In one case in April, six plain-
clothes police officers shot dead former Mk
member Khaya Simani in Nyanga town-
ship, Cape Town.

Members of the Internal Stability Unit,
the former riot police, were repeatedly im-
plicated in assaults, torture and extrajudi-
cial executions of township residents in
areas including Cape Town, Durban and
the East Rand. Soldiers, too, were respons-
ible for extrajudicial executions. In October
the South African Defence Force (SADF)
shot dead five youths aged between 12 and
17 during a night raid on a house in the
Transkei “homeland” which they claimed
was an APLA base. Post-mortem evidence
showed that at least 70 shots had been
fired into the bodies of the youths who
were lying in their beds at the time. There
had been no progress in the investigation

-
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by the end of the year because the South
African authorities refused to cooperate.

As in previous years, members of the
security forces were granted impunity for
human rights violations. In May the Ciskei
“homeland” government decreed that 69
members of the Ciskei security forces who
had faced charges arising from the Septem-
ber 1992 shooting in Bisho of unarmed
demonstrators should be unconditionally
indemnified against prosecution (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993).

The Goldstone Commission did not
issue a final report on the June 1992 Boipa-
tong massacre (see Amnesty International
Report 1993). However, 31 residents of
KwaMadala hostel were still on trial for the
murders at the end of the year. During the
trial evidence emerged indicating that the
police had deliberately destroyed ballistic
evidence.

There were no results from the official
investigation into a high-level cover-up of
police involvement in the 1988 murder of
11 people in Trust Feed, Natal (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993). The offi-
cial committee responsible for the inquiry
was dissolved and the investigation was
referred to the Goldstone Commission,
which said that it was not authorized to
investigate incidents which occurred
before 1990.

Clear evidence implicating senior milit-
ary officers in covert “hit squad” assassina-
tions emerged during the inquest into the
1985 assassinations of Matthew Goniwe
and three other Eastern Cape political act-
ivists (see Amnesty International Report
1986). The inquest had not concluded by
the end of the year.

In November General Oupa Gqozo, head
of the Ciskei “homeland” government, and
one other person were brought to trial be-
fore the Ciskei Supreme Court for the 1991
murders of two alleged coup plotters,
Charles Sebe and Onward Guzana, after an
inquest court ruled that they were respons-
ible for the deaths. Both were acquitted in
December.

An IFp member was sentenced to death
in September for murders committed in the
Port Shepstone area, Natal. The court or-
dered an investigation into allegations that
members of the KwaZulu police had sup-
plied the accused with weapons.

The security forces used special powers
under the terms of the Public Safety Act in
districts declared “unrest areas” to detain

without charge hundreds of ANC sup-
porters, particularly young men suspected
of being members of so-called self-defence
units. Lawyers, human rights monitors and
relatives of detainees frequently reported
that during the initial 24 or 48 hours of ar-
rest and interrogation, the security forces
denied them access to detainees. Com-
pelling medical evidence of torture was
submitted to the Supreme Court, which
issued an injunction restraining the police
from further assaulting the detainees.

The police also detained scores of
people under permanent security legisla-
tion allowing 10 days’ incommunicado de-
tention. Those detained included leading
PAC members and suspected members of
APLA and of right-wing organizations.

Provisions of Bophuthatswana’s Internal
Security Act were repeatedly used within
the nominally independent “homeland” to
prevent political meetings, demonstrations,
funeral processions and voter education
workshops and to detain organizers and
sympathizers. In August Thabo Sejana-
mane, coordinator for the human rights
monitoring organization, Mafikeng Anti-
Repression Forum, was detained in an ap-
parent effort to hamper his work. At the
same time five members of the Mafikeng
ANC branch executive were detained when
they attempted to organize a march
through Mafikeng. The six, all prisoners of
conscience, were released uncharged after
almost a week in custody.

Officials of the Police and Prisons Civil
Rights Union (popcru) from Pietermaritz-
burg were detained in March during a
strike by prison warders, denied a bail
hearing, and brought to trial two months
later when they were acquitted of all
charges and released.

There was widespread evidence of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of political detainees
and criminal suspects by the police and,
less frequently, members of the armed
forces. In general, the government failed to
react when torture was reported.

Some interrogation and torture sessions
reportedly occurred outside police stations
- in the open countryside or inside police
vehicles. The police may have been at-
tempting to evade the scrutiny of various
organizations, including the International
Committee of the Red Cross which had
been granted access to all police stations
in 1992. Dozens of residents of Bruntville
and other townships in Natal who were




detained in January and February com-
plained of being subjected to electric
shocks, beatings and other forms of torture
while being interrogated by police in aban-
doned farm buildings in isolated areas.

At least 39 prisoners died in police cus-
tody in suspicious circumstances. Welling-
ton Mbili died as a consequence of gunshot
and hand-grenade injuries when the police
took him to a remote area near Port Shep-
stone, Natal, allegedly to point out an arms
cache. The police said they shot him when
he attempted to throw a hand-grenade at
them. He was handcuffed and guarded by
three armed police officers at the time.

In several cases inquest courts found
police officers responsible for torture or
deaths of prisoners. In March an inquest
court found a police officer criminally li-
able for the death of Bethuel Maphumulo
in Protea police station in December 1990.
A forensic pathologist representing Am-
nesty International observed the inquest. In
November the officer was acquitted of
Bethuel Maphumulo’s murder.

Officers of a police weapons investiga-
tion unit known as the “Yankee Squad”,
based in the Vaal Triangle, were sus-
pended following an investigation by a
Police Reporting Officer into allegations of
systematic torture. In November the same
Police Reporting Officer’s unit discovered
electric shock and other torture equipment
in police armoured vehicles in the East
Rand.

Over 400 prisoners were under sentence
of death, more than 300 in Pretoria and the
remainder in the nominally independent
“homelands”. Fifty-four new death sen-
tences were imposed. Two executions
scheduled in Venda in May were halted
after lawyers intervened. In June parlia-
ment debated a government proposal to
end the moratorium on executions, which
had effectively been in force since Febru-
ary 1990. Parliament voted to resume hang-
ings but the government later said it would
abide by the moratorium until constitu-
tional negotiations had been completed.

Members of opposition organizations
were convicted of killings and other acts of
violence. It was not always clear if they
had been acting on explicit orders from
their organizations. In September, for in-
stance, three ANC members were convicted
of six murders in an April 1992 attack
on a passenger bus in Umgababa, Natal.
In October a former Conservative Party
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parliamentarian and a member of an ex-
treme white right-wing organization were
sentenced to death for the murder of Chris
Hani. Apart from targeted killings by mem-
bers of opposition organizations, many
people died simply because of where they
lived. In Sundumbile, Natal, and Radebe
Section in Katlehong township, deaths oc-
curred when IFP supporters attempted to
drive out non-IFp families. At the same
time, Zulu-speaking township residents
were targeted as suspected IFP supporters
by ANC supporters.

Amnesty International representatives
visited South Africa on five occasions to
investigate human rights violations. Am-
nesty International called on the govern-
ment to institute independent inquiries
into cases of extrajudicial executions, tor-
ture, death threats and other forms of har-
assment. It also urged the government to
suspend from duty security force members
implicated in such violations and to bring
perpetrators to justice. Government and
police officials responded, for the most
part, with denials of the alleged violations
or by placing the onus of investigation on
the Goldstone Commission.

In December Amnesty International ap-
pealed to the government and the TEC to
implement specific urgent measures prior
to the elections, including the establish-
ment of locally supported police com-
plaints investigation units, prompt and
impartial action against perpetrators of
human rights violations, and removal of
all restrictions on freedom of assembly and
association.

Amnesty International appealed to ANC
officials to take disciplinary steps against
executive members of the ANC branch in
Khutsong, Carletonville, who had been im-
plicated in acts of torture, assaults and kill-
ings against local members of the ANc
Youth and Women’s Leagues. In May an
Amnesty International representative at-
tended part of the proceedings of the
ANC-appointed Motsuenyane Commission,
which was investigating reports of human
rights abuses by ANc officials in exile dur-
ing the 1980s. The Commission’s report,
made public in August, found that torture
and killings had been carried out by ANc
personnel and identified alleged perpet-
rators. The ANC leadership accepted these
findings and assumed collective responsib-
ility for the abuses, but declined to discip-
line the perpetrators or remove them from
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positions of authority. Instead, they called
on the government to set up a “Commis-
sion of Truth” to inquire into all violations
of human rights committed by all parties.
In oral statements to the uN Commission
on Human Rights in February and to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities
in August, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in South Africa.

There were allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by members of the security
forces and the police. Trials of officers

accused of torture and ill-treatment
took place; several officers were granted
amnesties.

The armed Basque group, Euskadi Ta
Askatasuna (eTA), Basque Homeland and
Liberty, and the Grupos de Resistencia An-
tifascista Primero de Octubre (GRAPO), First
of October Anti-Fascist Resistance Groups,
continued to attack the security forces and
civilians. It was reported that 15 people,
including civilians, were killed by ETa:
others were injured and one was killed
by GrRAPO. In July Julio Iglesias Zamora, a
Basque industrialist, was taken hostage by
ETA; he was released in October.

Special legislation regarding armed
groups remained in force. People sus-
pected of collaborating with these groups
can be held in extended incommunicado
detention for up to five days by judicial
order — two days longer than the normal
limit — and are denied the right to desig-
nate their own lawyer.

In April the un Committee against Tor-
ture considered the Spanish Government's

periodic report on its compliance with the
UN Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. In its conclusion the commit-
tee expressed “... concern at the increase
in the number of complaints of torture and
ill-treatment, at delays in the processing of
such complaints and at the impunity of a
number of perpetrators of torture”.

In March Hamid Raaji, a Moroccan na-
tional, alleged that he had been racially
abused and hit in the groin by municipal
police officers in Valencia when they
stopped him for an identity check. Four
days later one of his testicles was removed
in an emergency operation. The police
officers were indicted on charges of caus-
ing him injury with menaces but they had
not been brought to trial by the end of the
year.

In August Carlos Vifia Pena, a serving
officer of the Civil Guard reserve, was in-
volved in a motor accident in La Coruiia.
He and the other driver were taken by offi-
cers of the national police to the police
station in Lonzas reportedly to make a
statement. He claimed that a uniformed po-
lice corporal assaulted him in a corridor
and later beat him with a truncheon in
an interrogation room. Six other officers
apparently witnessed the incident. Carlos
Vinia received hospital treatment and was
released the following day. He later com-
plained to the court in La Corufia and
provided medical certificates and pho-
tographs showing severe bruising to his
right shoulder, back, left arm and thighs.

In September Josu Caminos, a bank em-
ployee, was stopped by officers of the na-
tional police at a barricade in Pamplona.
He claimed that when he asked why he
had been stopped, officers kicked him and
beat him with truncheons. As a result, he
suffered increasingly severe breathing
difficulties and eight days later was
operated on to drain his right lung which
had flooded with blood because of internal
injuries.

In September Mohamed Hegazy and
Raed Shibli were fined and sentenced to
one month and one day’s imprisonment for
resisting arrest by Civil Guard officers; they
were acquitted of injuring the officers. In
1991 both men had alleged they were se-
verely beaten in a Civil Guard station in
Ibiza following their arrest (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). The court
stated that their allegations of ill-treatment




in the station had not been considered and
would be heard separately.

In February three officers, including a
senior inspector, of the Ertzaintza, the
Basque state police, were charged with tor-
turing Andoni Murelaga, an ETA member,
in 1990. They were still awaiting trial at
the end of the year.

In June a Civil Guard officer was found
guilty of causing multiple injuries — in-
cluding a burst ear-drum — to a trade union
leader in Mallorca. Antonio Copete alleged
that the officer had assaulted him in 1992
during a demonstration and when he was
handcuffed and under arrest. The officer
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment,
disqualified from public office for one year
and ordered to pay compensation.

In October a San Sebastian court acquit-
ted five Civil Guard officers of torturing a
suspected ETA member, Juan Carlos Gar-
mendia, in 1982. The defendants were ac-
quitted by a majority verdict of the judges
on the grounds that the trial proceedings
were not held within the legally prescribed
time limit. The Prosecutor and the plaintiff
appealed to the Supreme Court against the
acquittals. One of the defendants, a senior
officer, had been sentenced in 1987 to four
months’ imprisonment and four years’ dis-
qualification from holding public office for
torturing another prisoner in 1982. He had
not served any part of this sentence and
had been promoted. In February the gov-
ernment granted the senior officer, and
four other co-defendants, an amnesty on
the 1987 sentence of disqualification, but
he entered prison in May to serve the four-
month sentence.

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to ensure that all allegations of torture
and ill-treatment were thoroughly and im-
partially investigated and to ensure that
those found responsible were brought to
justice.

In August, following the kidnapping by
ETA of Julio Iglesias, Amnesty International
publicly urged his immediate and un-
conditional release. Amnesty International
stated its unreserved condemnation of ab-
uses by armed political groups, such as
hostage-taking and deliberate and arbitrary
killings, which contravene international
humanitarian standards.

SPAIN/SRI LANKA

SRI LANKA

Thousands of suspected government op-
ponents, particularly Tamils, were arbit-
rarily arrested. They included prisoners of
conscience. Some were soon released but
others were held for long periods in unac-
knowledged detention. Hundreds of other
political suspects arrested in previous
years continued to be detained without
charge or trial throughout the year. Tor-
ture and ill-treatment in custody contin-
ued and over 25 “disappearances” were
reported. Extrajudicial killings were re-
ported in both the northeast and the south.
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) were responsible for numerous
human rights abuses, including executions
of prisoners.

In May President Ranasinghe Premadasa
was assassinated in the capital, Colombo,
by a suicide bomber who the authorities
claimed was a member of the LTTE. Lalith
Athulathmudali, a leader of the opposition
Democratic United National Front (DUNF),
had been assassinated the week before,
during an election rally. Prime Minister
Dingiri Banda Wijetunga became President
following President Premadasa’s assassina-
tion. In May Provincial Council elections
were held in all but the northeastern areas.

Armed conflict between government
forces and the LTTE continued in the north-
east. Military operations, particularly in
the north, intensified in the second half of
the year, with heavy loss of life on both
sides as well as among the civilian popula-
tion. The LTTE retained control of most of
the Jaffna peninsula; control of much of the
rest of the northeast was disputed between
the LTTE and government forces.
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In June the Emergency Regulations were
revised: secret detention was prohibited
and, for the first time, publication of all au-
thorized places of detention was required.
However, the authorities remained empow-
ered to detain political suspects indefi-
nitely without charge or trial, and in the
northeast long periods of detention in po-
lice or military custody were still permit-
ted. The additional safeguards provided
under the regulations - such as the require-
ment that detentions be promptly notified
to the Human Rights Task Force — were
repeatedly flouted.

The mandate of the Presidential Com-
mission of Inquiry into Involuntary Re-
movals (pciR), whose role is to investigate
“disappearances” since January 1991, was
revised in September and extended for a
further two years. The terms of reference
were altered to enable the PCIR to investig-
ate cases more speedily. However, the gov-
ernment had taken no known action on the
commission’s findings and none of its re-
ports had been published by the end of the
year.

In October the government established a
unit under a senior police officer to exam-
ine “disappearance” cases submitted to the
government for clarification by the UN
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances. According to the govern-
ment, the unit would “initially” examine
reported cases between 1983 and January
1991, using an administrative procedure
which falls far short of international stand-
ards for the investigation of “disappear-
ances”.

Thousands of Tamil people, including
prisoners of conscience detained solely on
account of their ethnic origin, were arres-
ted, especially in Colombo. Some were ar-
rested by plainclothes officers during the
night and driven away, blindfolded, in un-
marked vehicles. Many were held in unac-
knowledged detention for days, or longer,
before being released, sometimes on pay-
ment of a bribe. Some were brought before
magistrates and released on bail; others
were kept in custody without being
charged and were still held at the end of
the year.

There were successive waves of such ar-
rests. They began in June, after the Provin-
cial Council elections, and continued to
the end of the year. They were apparently
connected to investigations into the assas-
sinations of Lalith Athulathmudali and

President Premadasa, as well as to reports
that LTTE suicide bombers were present in
Colombo. Police, military and armed Tamil
groups allied with the government were all
reported to have participated in these
arrests.

Some people were abducted in Colombo
and were later found in police custody in
Batticaloa in the east. For example, in No-
vember, Sinnathambi Meganathan, body-
guard to a Tamil member of parliament,
who was seized by a group of plainclothes
men while travelling on a bus in Colombo,
was traced a week later; he was then re-
leased without charge. He had been beaten
and had injuries all over his body, includ-
ing burn marks on his feet. He said he had
been given electric shocks to his thumbs.
Before his release, he was reportedly forced
to sign a statement saying he had not been
ill-treated in custody.

The Eelam People’s Democratic Party
(eppp), a militant Tamil group which acts in
concert with government security forces,
also reportedly detained people illegally
early in the year. In January Tharmalingam
Selvakumar, a former EPDP sympathizer,
was abducted in Colombo by the EPDP and
held for five days at their Colombo head-
quarters, where he was beaten. He said that
several other Sinhalese and Tamil prison-
ers were also held there, some of whom
had been tortured. Tharmalingam Selvaku-
mar was handed over to police custody,
where he remained until released by a
court some 12 days later. He was repeat-
edly threatened with death after he filed a
Supreme Court petition alleging violation
of his fundamental rights by the eppp and
the police.

There were continued reports of ar-
bitrary arrest in the northeast by the
security forces and militant Tamil groups
associated with them. In Batticaloa and
Trincomalee districts, the security forces
reportedly paraded hundreds of people be-
fore masked informants in order to identify
suspects, with many then being detained
for questioning. Most were released within
a week. Others were detained solely be-
cause they were relatives of alleged LTTE
members. Some prisoners were held in un-
acknowledged detention for several days;
others for longer periods.

In the south, scores of members and
supporters of opposition parties, particu-
larly the DUNF, were reported to have been
arrested and held for short periods in the




run-up to the Provincial Council elections.
They included possible prisoners of con-
science. In Kandy, for example, 28 DUNF
supporters were arrested after putting up
posters and distributing leaflets in April.
They were released on bail. Arrests and de-
tention of Sinhalese people believed to
have been connected with the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (jvp), People's Libera-
tion Front, in the south from 1987 to 1990,
continued to be reported, but their number
was not known.

According to official figures, 2,348
people were in detention under the Emer-
gency Regulations or the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act in August: 338 in detention
camps, 518 in rehabilitation centres, 1,092
in prisons and 400 in police stations. Of
these, the majority in police custody were
Tamil, while most of those in detention
camps and rehabilitation centres were Sin-
halese. Of those in prisons, 889 were Tamil
and 203 Sinhalese. No figures were given
for those detained in military custody.

At Kalutara prison alone, 464 Tamil
prisoners had been held for over 32
months without trial, and many of the Sin-
halese in prisons and detention camps had
also been held for well over two years
without trial. M.G. Palitha, a Sinhalese ar-
rested in November 1989 in Polonnaruwa,
had been held without charge or trial for 35
months. In May the Supreme Court report-
edly awarded him financial compensation
for unjustified detention. Tamil detainees
held in connection with the conflict in the
northeast began to be referred for “rehabil-
itation” — a form of untried detention in a
rehabilitation camp — and at least 40 had
been subsequently released by August.

Over 25 “disappearances” were reported
from the northeast. Sixteen people report-
edly “disappeared” after being arrested by
the army at Vannathi Aru, Batticaloa Dis-
trict, in February. The army announced an
internal investigation into these “disap-
pearances” but its findings were not known
by the end of the year. In Mannar District,
three men reportedly “disappeared” in July
after police took them from a bus.

The discovery of a body burned on a
tyre at Modera, Colombo, in August raised
fears of a resumption of “death squad” kill-
ings (sem Amnesty International Report
1990) by forces linked to the government.
A notice by the body suggested that the
Victim was an LTTE member who had been
sought by the police for alleged involve-
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ment in the assassination of the President
and whose identity had been publicized.
Two other bodies were found in August in
Colombo. They had been blindfolded, as-
saulted and shot in the head. No outcome
of investigations into these deaths was
known by the end of the year.

In the north, hundreds of civilians were
reportedly killed by the security forces as
they attempted to cross the Kilali lagoon
from the Jaffna peninsula to the mainland.
Some appeared to be victims of extrajudi-
cial executions. The lagoon, which provi-
ded the only remaining passage from the
peninsula to the mainland, was a prohib-
ited zone under the Emergency Regulations
and all craft crossing the lagoon were vul-
nerable to attack. In some cases, navy per-
sonnel reportedly boarded boats and
deliberately killed civilian passengers even
if they offered no resistance.

There were also reports that security
forces summarily executed LTTE members
who offered no resistance and could have
been arrested. For example, in January,
after villagers in Kaluwankerny had been
screened by the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Organization — a militant group which
works alongside the army — soldiers sum-
marily shot dead two men who they alleg-
ed had been collecting “taxes” for the LTTE,

Five remand prisoners, all apparently
former jvp members, were killed by prison
guards in suspicious circumstances at Ma-
hara prison in September. The authorities
said they were shot while trying to escape.
However, post-mortem examinations were
alleged to have revealed injuries caused by
beatings with blunt weapons after the vic-
tims had been shot in the legs.

There were continued reports of harass-
ment and death threats, including the de-
livery of wreaths, issued by the military to
journalists in the south. Igbal Attas, de-
fence correspondent of The Sunday Times
(Colombo), received repeated death threats
after he criticized the number of casualties
sustained and weaponry lost during 1nili-
tary operations in the north in October.

Impunity remained a major obstacle
to the long-term improvement of human
rights: no perpetrators of “disappearances”
were known to have been prosecuted and
the few trials of alleged human rights viol-
ators that did take place had failed to reach
any conclusion by the end of the year. In
one case, the authorities transferred the ini-
tial hearings into the murder of 39 Tamil
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men, women and children at Mailanthanai,
Batticaloa District, in August 1992 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993) from
Batticaloa to Polonnaruwa, making it more
difficult for witnesses to attend. The de-
fendants, 23 soldiers, faced a total of 83
charges. In August warrants for the arrest
of 10 witnesses were issued after they had
failed to attend the court.

The LTTE was responsible for grave
human rights abuses in the northeast. They
held an unknown number of political op-
ponents in unacknowledged detention and
were responsible for numerous abductions
of people who were held for ransom. They
obtained money from the local populace
under threat of violence and were reported
to have executed people alleged to have be-
trayed the LTTE or to have committed crim-
inal offences, as well as members of rival
Tamil groups. In August it was reported
that the former deputy leader of the LTTE,
Mahattaya, and several of his supporters
had been detained by the LTTE. At least one
of Mahattaya’s aides was later said to have
been executed in November but the situ-
ation of Mahattaya himself and others re-
mained unknown.

Some prisoners were released by the
LTTE through the International Committee
of the Red Cross, including seven civilians
captured in an LTTE attack on an army
camp at Janakapura in July and several
policemen held captive since 1990.

Amnesty International continued to
urge the government to implement key
human rights safeguards which the organ-
ization had proposed in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). In February
Amnesty International made public its as-
sessment that many essential safeguards
had still to be implemented and called on
the government to move forward quickly
on these. Amnesty International also con-
tinued to press for full investigation of all
“disappearances”, including those which
took place before 1991, for all political
prisoners to receive prompt and fair trials,
and for a halt to arbitrary arrests. It called
for information on official investigations
into reported human rights violations to
be made known, and continued to call for
perpetrators of violations to be brought to
justice.

Amnesty International condemned exe-
cutions of prisoners and other grave abuses
by the LTTE and called on the LTTE to cease
such practices immediately and to account

for the whereabouts of those detained by
LTTE forces. Amnesty International also
urged the LTTE to respect human rights and
international humanitarian standards.

In an oral statement to the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in March, Amnesty
International included reference to its con-
cerns about extrajudicial executions and
“disappearances” in Sri Lanka.

Hundreds of suspected government op-
ponents were imprisoned. They included
scores of prisoners of conscience. Most
were detained without charge or trial for
weeks or months. Torture was common
and widespread, and some prisoners con-
victed of criminal offences were flogged.
The fate of hundreds of prisoners who had
“disappeared” in previous years remained
unknown. Hundreds of people were extra-
judicially executed in war-affected areas.
All factions of an armed opposition group
active in the south committed serious
human rights abuses.

In October the ruling military National
Salvation Revolution Command Council
(Nsrcc) announced its dissolution and re-
placement by a civilian government; Omar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir remained Presid-
ent and the new government was mainly
composed of the same officials. There was
little change in the pattern of gross human
rights violations established in previous
years. In the war zones serious abuses were
committed by all sides as armed conflict
continued between the government and the
Sudan People's Liberation Army (spLA). By
mid-1993, nearly three million people had
been displaced in the south and adjacent




areas of the north. In the Nuba mountains,
the government forcibly evicted people
from their homes and resettled them in so-
called “peace villages” under the control of
the army and the Popular Defence Force
(PDF), a government-created militia.

All factions of the internally split spLA
were responsible for gross abuses of human
rights. In a bitter factional war, opposing
spLA forces massacred civilians, often be-
cause of their ethnic origin, and killed dis-
sidents as well as captured government
soldiers.

Outside the war zones, the government
suppressed all independent political activ-
ity. A state of emergency remained in force
with political parties still banned. Between
April and June there were mass arrests of
members of traditional Islamic orders. In
May the state took control of key mosques
of the Ansar, Khatmiya and Ansar Sunna
sects in the capital, Khartoum. In October
the night curfew in force since 1989 was
lifted in Khartoum. The Khartoum author-
ities continued to move people displaced
from the war zones who were squatting
around the capital to government-con-
trolled camps away from the city.

In March the un Commission on Human
Rights appointed a Special Rapporteur on
Sudan. In November he submitted an in-
terim report to the UN General Assembly
which concluded that “grave violations of
human rights have taken place in Sudan”.

Hundreds of people were arrested for
political reasons, scores of whom were
Prisoners of conscience. Most were de-
tained without charge or trial for a few
weeks or months. They included members
of traditional Islamic orders and banned
political parties, trade unionists, civil ser-
vants, students, and people from the south
and the Misseriya and Nuba communities.
Most detainees were taken initially to se-
cret detention centres known as ‘“ghost
houses”; some were subsequently moved
to civil prisons.

At any one time, at least 100 political
detainees were held in “ghost houses” and
there were scores of other political prison-
ers in civil prisons. The practice of making
suspected government opponents report
daily to security offices, effectively a form
of day-time detention, became increasingly
widespread.

Several prisoners of conscience arrested
in previous years remained in jail through-
out the year, although some were released.

SUDAN

Ali Ahmad Hamdan, who had been arres-
ted in May 1992, and two other members
of the Ba'ath Arab Socialist Party (BAsSP),
who had been arrested in December 1992,
remained held without charge or trial. All
three were apparently suspected of produc-
ing the underground newspaper al-Hadaf
(The Target). At least four members of the
banned Sudan Communist Party (scp) who
had been arrested in December 1992, in-
cluding Farouq Ali Zacharia, an economist,
also remained held throughout the year.
Seven other scP members arrested at the
same time were released during 1993.

Journalists critical of the government or
involved with underground opposition
newspapers were among prisoners of con-
science detained during the year. In Janu-
ary Mohamed Abdulsid, the Khartoum
correspondent of the international daily
Asharq al-Awsat, was arrested and held
without charge or trial until March. Moat-
isim Sagiaroun and Ahmad Tutu, BASP
members alleged to be journalists with al-
Hadaf, were detained in March and re-
mained held without charge or trial at the
end of the year.

Over 90 people detained between April
and June in northern and western towns
were prisoners of conscience. The majority
belonged to the Ansar religious order and
the banned Umma Party. Some were re-
leased after a day, but most were held
without charge for about six weeks. Others
were detained for longer: they included
two former cabinet ministers, Ibrahim al-
Amin and Fadlallah Burma Nasir, who
were arrested in mid-April and released in
August and September respectively.

At least 15 people were detained in
April after the authorities announced they
had discovered a plot to organize acts of
sabotage. Nine of them were shown on na-
tional television, shackled and bruised.
Five other prisoners allegedly implicated
in the plot were released between April
and November, at least three of them on
bail. The authorities repeatedly said that
those detained in connection with the al-
leged plot would be tried, but no action
had been taken by the end of the year.

Arrests of suspected government op-
ponents continued throughout the year. In
September the government took retaliatory
action against several people who had met
the UN Special Rapporteur. Twenty-nine
women were arrested when trying to pe-
tition the uN official, two of whom were
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dragged along the ground before being
forced into police vehicles. All were re-
leased within hours. The Minister of Just-
ice said that they had been arrested on
the grounds that their gathering had been
illegal.

In November at least 33 students were
arrested after a student protest at Khartoum
University turned into a confrontation with
riot police. The students were detained
without charge for several weeks. The
authorities stated that only 17 students
were held. The same month Sid Ahmad
al-Hussein, the Deputy Secretary General
of the banned Democratic Unionist Party
(our) and a former cabinet minister, was
arrested after a political meeting at Om-
durman Ahlia University. The authorities
announced that he would be charged with
treason and espionage but he remained un-
charged in detention at the end of the year.

In the war zones, the security services
continued to arbitrarily detain suspected
government opponents, particularly prom-
inent or educated members of the Nuba
community. For example, Hamid Yacoub
was seized by security agents while on a
bus and held incommunicado for two
weeks in May. He was released only after
a government minister intervened. In July
Benjamin Loki Matayo, a priest, was de-
tained by Military Intelligence officials in
Juba. He remained in incommunicado de-
tention without charge at the end of the
year. In December over 60 members of the
Misseriya ethnic group from South Kordo-
fan were reportedly detained on suspicion
of supporting the spLa.

There was widespread torture by the
army, other security agencies and the PDF.
The victims included children. Detainees
were frequently beaten when they were
taken to “ghost houses” and torture during
interrogation was systematic. Methods
most often cited were beating, whipping
and being forced to stand for long periods.
For example, in March in Khartoum 13
school children who refused to join a gov-
ernment-created youth organization were
reported to have been stripped and lashed
with split bamboo canes and made to stand
for several hours in the sun while detained
by security officials.

Suspected government opponents arres-
ted in the war zones were particularly at
risk of torture in military detention centres.
In the Nuba mountains, detainees alleged
they had had bags containing chilli powder

tied over their heads. In the south, there
were reports that captured spLA combatants
were routinely tortured before being extra-
judicially executed.

Children suspected of living on the
streets in Khartoum were subjected to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
after they were arbitrarily detained in
round-ups. In May approximately 30 chil-
dren under the age of 11 were reportedly
beaten in a police station in south Khar-
toum after being detained.

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-
ments, including flogging, were imposed
by Public Order Courts after unfair trials.
In September a senior judge revealed that
punishments provided under Shari‘a law
had been imposed in secret in prisons: it
was not clear whether these included limb
amputations and executions. However,
hundreds of people were flogged in public.
The majority were from the urban poor,
frequently petty traders and women con-
victed of brewing alcohol. For instance,
Peter al-Birish, an Anglican bishop, re-
ceived 80 lashes in July after being convic-
ted of adultery. In November, eight men,
among them three brothers of a prominent
government opponent in exile, received 40
lashes after being convicted of consuming
alcohol.

The fate of hundreds of people who
“disappeared” in previous years remained
unknown. The vast majority were civilians
from the war zones. Evidence emerged in
1993 that Camillo Odongi Loyuk, a former
soldier and administrator, had been beaten
to death in custody in Khartoum in Decem-
ber 1992. The authorities stated in March
that he had never been arrested, but it was
known that he had been detained in Khar-
toum in August 1992.

There were no signs that a government-
established committee of inquiry into hun-
dreds of extrajudicial executions and the
“disappearance” of 230 people in Juba be-
tween June and August 1992 was carrying
out any work. Nevertheless, in the middle
of the year official sources said that “the
committee (had] found no evidence of im-
proper action by the military courts or the
army”. No report was forthcoming by the
end of the year and the committee did not
appear to represent a genuine attempt to
investigate human rights violations (see
Amnesty International Report 1993).

Hundreds of civilians and prisoners
were reported to have been extrajudicially




executed during the year. For example,
hundreds of villagers were killed during a
prolonged offensive by government forces
in the Nuba mountains which had begun
in late 1992 and continued into 1993. In
May, five prisoners held in el-Obeid prison
were reportedly taken back to the Nuba
mountains near Dilling and extrajudicially
executed.

In the south, the army and pDF attacked
villages and extrajudicially executed civil-
ians in Bahr al-Ghazal and Upper Nile. In
Bor, army patrols reportedly carried out a
series of extrajudicial executions in the
countryside around the town. In February,
for instance, a young woman died after
being captured and raped by soldiers. Her
father, who was captured with her, was ex-
trajudicially executed. In March proF troops
attacked villages around the railway line
in northern Bahr al-Ghazal and allegedly
killed civilians and raped scores of wo-
men. In another incident pDF troops ab-
ducted over 300 women and children,
apparently intending to make them domes-
tic slaves. Army units reportedly inter-
vened to free the prisoners when the pDF
attempted to take their captives back to
northern Sudan.

All factions of the spLA were responsible
for gross human rights abuses, including
deliberately killing deserters and torturing
and killing captured government soldiers.
In April, one of the factions, the Torit
group, massacred about 200 Nuer villagers,
many of them children, in villages around
the town of Ayod. Some of the victims
were shut in huts and burned to death.
Others were shot. The killings were appar-
ently in revenge for a massacre by troops
belonging to the Nasir faction in 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992).

Amnesty International repeatedly ap-
Pealed to the government to release all
Prisoners of conscience immediately and
unconditionally, and to ensure that all po-
litical detainees were promptly and fairly
tried, or released. It also expressed concern
about torture, including floggings, “disap-
pearances” and extrajudicial executions,
and called for action to halt these abuses.
In September Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Sudan: The ravages of war
~ political killings and humanitarian disas-
ter, which called on all parties to the
conflict to respect humanitarian law. The
government failed to provide substantive
responses to any of Amnesty International's

SUDAN/SWAZILAND

appeals and dismissed the organization's
criticisms as “distorted fiction”. The gov-
ernment said that Amnesty International
had no credibility because it had not vis-
ited Sudan recently.

Amnesty International alsoappealed dir-
ectly to the spLA to end deliberate and arbit-
rary killings and other abuses, to respect
human rights and observe basic humanitar-
ian standards. However, the spLA appar-
ently took no steps to end human rights
abuses. In October a representative of the
Torit faction dismissed Amnesty Interna-
tional's concerns about the spLA’s human
rights record as “absurd”.

In oral statements to the uN Commission
on Human Rights in February and the un
Working Group on Indigenous Populations
in July, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Sudan. Follow-
ing submission of the UN Special Rappor-
teur’s interim report, in December the UN
General Assembly adopted a resolution ex-
pressing deep concern at serious human
rights violations in the Sudan and called
on the government and the spLa fully to
respect human rights.

More than 60 people were briefly detained
on account of their peaceful political
activities and subsequently received sus-
pended prison sentences. Most were ill-
treated in custody. Army personnel and
officially condoned paramilitary groups
were implicated in ill-treatment and tor-
ture of detainees. A law allowing 60 days’
administrative detention was repealed.
Four death sentences were imposed and
three others were commuted; no execu-
tions were reported.
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National elections were held in October
amid debate over the tinkhundla system of
indirectly elected parliament. All party po-
litical activity remained prohibited under
the King’s Proclamation No. 12 of 1973 and
the banned Peoples’ United Democratic
Movement (PUDEMO) called for a boycott of
the elections. King Mswati IIl appointed
Prince Mbilini Dlamini as Prime Minister
in November. Pro-democracy activists ad-
vocating the legalization of political parties
experienced renewed repression by police
and vigilante groups loyal to the monarchy.

The Minister of Justice told the uN
World Conference on Human Rights in
June that no human right should be denied
because the full enjoyment of other rights
had not been achieved. However, following
his return to Swaziland, the Ministry of
Justice issued a statement in which it said
that in developing countries, respect for
human rights depends on the availability
of economic and financial resources.

In August magistrates went on strike to
oppose the government's appointment of a
Special Committee to evaluate the work of
magistrates and other judicial officers and
to dismiss those found not to be perform-
ing their duties satisfactorily. Magistrates
and lawyers objected to the establishment
of the Special Committee on the grounds
that it threatened the independence of the
judiciary. Court proceedings were dis-
rupted by the strike, which concluded with
striking magistrates being heavily fined.

In September the King's Order-in-
Council No. 1 of 1978, known as the 60-day
detention law, was repealed. This order
had allowed administrative detention with-
out charge or trial for renewable 60-day
periods of anyone deemed an opponent of
the government. Also in September the
Non-Bailable Offences Order of 1993 was
issued. This denies bail to those held on a
wide range of criminal charges, including
contravention of Section 6 of the Public
Order Act of 1963, a charge which could be
misused to detain non-violent political
activists.

Scores of government critics were ar-
rested and charged with political offences
during the year. For example, in March, 62
PUDEMO supporters were arrested in Nkhaba
after attempting to meet to discuss the elec-
tions. They were confronted by an impi
(paramilitary group) led by former Prime
Minister Prince Bhekimpi Dlamini, as well
as armed, uniformed government soldiers

and plainclothes police. Impi members as-
saulted several PUDEMO supporters in full
view of the police, but no charges were
brought against those responsible despite
formal complaints to the police by several
of those assaulted. Fifty-six detainees, both
men and women, were kept together
overnight in the back of a police truck,
without food, water or toilet facilities. All
were charged under the 1973 Proclamation
and released the following day on bail con-
ditions that included a prohibition on fur-
ther breaches of the 1973 Proclamation.
Three members of this group were sub-
sequently convicted of contempt of court
after being arrested for further political
activities. In August all 62 were convicted
and sentenced to three-month suspended
jail terms.

Four political activists, including for-
mer prisoner of conscience Dumisane
Khosa, were arrested and charged under a
new electoral law with “interfering with
the elections”, because they had distrib-
uted political leaflets. The cases against the
four were dropped from the court register,
but the charges remained and the four
could still be prosecuted if their cases were
rescheduled.

There were reports of soldiers assaulting
and torturing a number of criminal sus-
pects. In a separate case, PUDEMO regional
secretary Professor Dlamini was seized
by government soldiers loyal to Prince
Bhekimpi in July, following repeated incid-
ents of harassment by the police. During
his interrogation, he was allegedly repeat-
edly threatened with being shot, and sol-
diers threatened to kill members of his
family if he did not cooperate. He was re-
leased some 30 hours later but warned to
leave the country or he would be killed.
Both Professor Dlamini and pubEmo laid
charges of assault and abduction, but no of-
ficial action was known to have been taken
against the soldiers responsible.

Four death sentences were passed by
the courts. In September the King com-
muted three death sentences which had
already been confirmed on appeal. Seven
people remained under sentence of death
awaiting the outcome of appeals.

Amnesty International called for the
withdrawal of charges against those peace-
ful political activists who could become
prisoners of conscience if convicted, and
for the amendment of laws affecting free-
dom of expression to bring them fully




into conformity with international human
rights standards. Amnesty International
also urged the authorities to investigate all
allegations of beatings and other ill-treat-
ment of prisoners by the security forces or
others acting with their acquiescence, and
to bring to justice those found responsible
for violating human rights. Amnesty Inter-
national urged Swaziland to become a
party to the African Charter on Peoples’
and Human Rights and other relevant in-
ternational instruments.

SWEDEN

A man died in custody after being severely
ill-treated. The government expelled an
asylum-seeker who risked grave human
rights violations if returned to Peru.

Tony Mutka died in custody on 20 July,
during his transfer from Hall prison, near
Stockholm, to a distant hospital psychiatric
unit. Wearing only his underpants, hand-
cuffed behind the back, and with his legs
in chains, he was transported from the
prison lying on the floor of a van. One of
the guards allegedly stood on his neck or
head and shoulders during transport. He
died of suffocation. Three of the four mem-
bers of the prison staff involved in the
transfer were charged. The three were con-
victed of misconduct and fined. The Prose-
cutor, who had sought convictions for
gross misconduct and prison sentences,
lodged an appeal.

A Peruvian asylum-seeker, Madnica
Castillo Pdez, was expelled in August. She
had fled to Sweden in 1990, but was re-
fused asylum there, despite fears that she
would be at grave risk if returned to Peru.

SWAZILAND/SWEDEN/SWITZERLAND

Her brother had “disappeared” after deten-
tion and was presumed dead and his law-
yer had been maimed by a letter-bomb.
Ménica Castillo Pdez' cousin had been
killed, allegedly by security forces, and she
and her family had received threats from
people thought to be acting with the sup-
port of the Peruvian security forces. The
aircraft returning her to Peru made a sched-
uled stop in the Netherlands, where she
was able to disembark and ask for asylum.

Amnesty International wrote to the
government expressing concern about
the death in custody of Tony Mutka. The
organization urged the Swedish authorities
not to forcibly return Ménica Castillo Pdez
to Peru.

SWITZERLAND

Scores of conscientious objectors to milit-
ary service served sentences of imprison-
ment or compulsory work imposed by
military tribunals. There were reports of
ill-treatment in police custody.

In January the European Committee for
the Prevention of Torture (ECPT), a commit-
tee of experts set up under the European
Convention for the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, published a report on its visit
to Switzerland in 1991, with the govern-
ment's response. The ECPT stated that it had
received ‘“numerous” allegations of ill-
treatment in police custody and concluded
that “the risk of being ill-treated in police
custody cannot be dismissed”. It made
various recommendations to increase safe-
guards against ill-treatment, including the
rights for all detainees in police custody to
have access to a lawyer and to inform fam-
ily or friends of their arrest.
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Although a national referendum in 1992
had voted to introduce, in principle, a
civilian alternative to military service, this
was still not available during the year.
However, draft federal legislation, covering
the grounds on which conscientious objec-
tor status might be granted, admission pro-
cedures to civilian service and the nature
and length of civilian service, was submit-
ted to a national consultation between July
and October. A revised text and the results
of the consultation were due to be consid-
ered by parliament in 1994.

Meanwhile, under the Military Penal
Code, refusal of military service remained a
criminal offence. However, where a tri-
bunal concluded that a conscript was un-
able to reconcile military service with his
conscience because of “fundamental ethi-
cal values” he was sentenced to a period of
work in the public interest and did not ac-
quire a criminal record. Conscientious ob-
jectors failing to qualify for a sentence of
compulsory work because, for example, the
military tribunals considered that they op-
posed military service on political grounds,
continued to receive sentences of up to 12
months’ imprisonment.

Many sentenced conscientious objectors
did not serve their sentences during the
year. In several cantons moratoria were in
force on the implementation of such sen-
tences pending the introduction of legisla-
tion on civilian service. Some objectors
sentenced to prison terms benefited from
these, while others lodged appeals.

Nevertheless, a number of conscientious
objectors entered prison: they were prison-
ers of conscience. Andrea Cadalbert began
a three-month prison sentence in April for
refusing military service. He had already
completed initial military service training
and eight refresher courses when he con-
cluded that further military service was in-
compatible with his conscientiously held
beliefs.

There were reports of ill-treatment in
police custody, some of which referred to
earlier years. It was reported that formal
complaints rarely led to the conviction of
police officers and that the police re-
sponded to medical evidence of injuries in
a number of cases by stating that the in-
juries had been sustained while resisting
arrest. Allegations of ill-treatment often
concerned people of non-European ethnic
origin.

In July Sidat Sisay, a Gambian national,

alleged to the federal authorities that he
was ill-treated by Geneva airport police in
January. He was in transit between the
Gambia and the usa where he was due to
receive urgent medical treatment for severe
lower back pain and walking difficulties.
On disembarkation at Geneva airport he
was stopped by three policemen who ac-
cused him of carrying a forged passport
and told him that he could not continue
his journey. Sidat Sisay alleged that he was
then ordered to strip naked in their office
and was beaten and kicked on his back, leg
and sides.

Sidat Sisay denied his passport was
forged and was released after questioning
by two officials. He said they confirmed
the validity of his passport and advised
that he be allowed to continue his journey,
as scheduled, on a flight leaving the follow-
ing morning. However, the next day the
police and the airline concerned informed
him his flight was cancelled, apparently
because they believed there might be irreg-
ularities in his passport. He was held in an
airport cell for two days, then put on a
flight back to the Gambia.

The airline subsequently issued him
with a refund ticket and he travelled to the
usA in March. A medical report issued after
his return home from Geneva recorded
bruising to his lower back and chest and
damage to his right knee, aggravating his
existing medical condition. It concluded
that his injuries were consistent with his
allegations of ill-treatment. In November
the Canton of Geneva's Justice and Police
Department informed Sidat Sisay that an
investigation had concluded that he had
been subjected to a body search but not
stripped naked or beaten. Sidat Sisay
maintained his allegations of ill-treatment
and offered to identify the police officers
involved.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and ex-
pressed concern that under the Military
Penal Code people continued to be pun-
ished for refusing military service on
grounds of conscience. It submitted com-
ments to the Federal authorities on the
draft legislation on civilian service, wel-
coming several of its proposals. The organi-
zation also sought information on the steps
being taken to investigate allegations of ill-
treatment and on the outcome of inquiries
opened into such allegations.




Over 500 long-term political detainees, in-
cluding prisoners of conscience, appeared
before the Supreme State Security Court
(sssc) whose procedures fall far short of
international fair trial standards. Dozens
of defendants were sentenced to lengthy
prison terms; most hearings were still in
progress at the end of the year. Several
thousand other political prisoners, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, remained
held. Some were serving prison sentences,
but most were held without charge or trial
under state of emergency legislation that
had been in force for over 30 years. Other
political prisoners continued to be de-
tained beyond the expiry of their sen-
tences. Torture of detainees continued to
be reported. At least 14 people were exe-
cuted.

In April the People’s Council (parlia-
ment) passed a law to make it an offence
punishable by death to produce or traffic in
drugs. This took effect in July but no one
was known to have been sentenced under
it by the end of the year.

Trials of suspected government oppon-
ents before the sssc, which began in 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1993),
continued throughout 1993. Over 500 long-
term political detainees, including prison-
ers of conscience, appeared before the sssc
charged with membership of, or activities
linked with, various unauthorized politi-
cal parties and organizations. Some were
charged with offences which carry the
death penalty. All the defendants had been
arrested between 1980 and 1992 and held
without charge or trial. By the end of the
year dozens had been sentenced to lengthy
prison terms, but the cases of the others

SYRIA

were still in progress.

Those sentenced were all convicted of
membership of or links with Hizb al-‘Amal
al-Shuyu'‘i (pca), the Party for Communist
Action, and were given prison terms rang-
ing from three to 15 years. All were denied
the right of appeal as the sssc’s verdicts
are final. They included Rustum Ahmad
Rustum and Malik al-As‘ad, both prisoners
of conscience, who were each sentenced to
15 years’ imprisonment. Both had been
detained since 1982.

Most of the defendants whose trials
were still in progress were charged with
having links with the pca; al-Hizb al-
Shuyu'i al-Maktab al-Siyassi (cppB), the
Communist Party Political Bureau; Hizb al-
Ba‘th al-Dimugrati al-Ishtiraki al-'Arabi
(AspBp), the Arab Socialist Democratic
Ba‘th Party; Hizb al-Ittihad al-‘Arabi al-
Ishtiraki fi-Suriya, the Arab Socialist Union
Party in Syria; al-Tanzim al-Sha'bi al-
Dimugrati al-Nasiri, the Nasserist Demo-
cratic Popular Organization; and Kurdish
organizations. The defendants included
prisoners of conscience such as Mufid
Mi‘mari, a teacher accused of supporting
the cppB, and Usama ‘Ashur al-‘Askari, a
student charged for having links with the
pcA. They had been held since 1980 and
1982 respectively.

Most of the defendants, including those
who were convicted and sentenced, were
represented by volunteer lawyers, although
the majority of those charged in connection
with the cppB were said to have refused
legal representation in protest against their
trial before the sssc. All had been denied
access to legal assistance in lengthy pre-
trial detention, including during interroga-
tion by the sssc prosecutor in preparation
for the court hearings. The defendants first
had contact with their lawyers during their
initial appearance in court for questioning.
Invariably, the lawyers had no prior access
to their clients’ files and were not aware of
specific accusations brought against them.
Access to this information was granted
only after the defendants’ first appearance
before the court. In some cases lawyers
were denied the right to meet their clients
in private or to call defence witnesses.
Access to the trial was mostly limited to
defendants’ relatives, but some sessions
were attended by Amnesty International
observers who visited Syria in May.

All those detained as suspected sup-
porters of the AspBp were referred for trial
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except Ahmad Suwaidani, a former diplo-
mat and member of the Ba‘th Party Re-
gional Command who has been held
without charge or trial since 1969. Simi-
larly, those detained in connection with
the cppB were referred for trial with the ex-
ception of the organization’s first secretary,
Riad al-Turk, who remained in detention
without charge or trial. In August he was
reportedly allowed the first visit by his
family since his arrest in 1980.

Several thousand other political prison-
ers, including prisoners of conscience, con-
tinued to be held. Ten of them, all
prisoners of conscience, were serving
prison sentences imposed in 1992 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993) but the
overwhelming majority were detained
without charge or trial.

One of the 10 sentenced prisoners of
conscience, Nizar Nayyuf, a sociologist
serving a 10-year sentence, reportedly
staged a hunger-strike in February in pro-
test against conditions in Sadnaya Prison.
He was said to have been transferred to
Tadmur Prison where conditions are
known to be particularly harsh. The other
nine were believed to be still held in Sad-
naya Prison at the end of 1993. They in-
cluded Aktham Nu‘aysa, a lawyer serving a
nine-year sentence, who was reported to be
in poor health.

Those who remained held without
charge or trial included suspected mem-
bers or sympathizers of unauthorized or-
ganizations, former government officials,
members of professional associations, Pal-
estinians and Lebanese nationals. Most of
them had been held for many years.

Eight prisoners of conscience, all former
members of the official Ba‘th Party, includ-
ing former government ministers, contin-
ued to be detained without charge or trial
since their arrest between 1970 and 1972
(see previous Amnesty International Re-
ports). All were said to be in poor health.
One of them, Salah Jadid, a former Chief-
of-Staff of the Syrian army and senior offi-
cial of the Ba‘th Party, died in custody in
August in al-Mezze Military Prison after al-
most 23 years in detention. The authorities
said he died of natural causes, although
there was no independent autopsy or in-
quest into his death. Salah Jadid was the
third prisoner in this group to die within
nine months. The other two were Dr Nur
al-Din al-Attassi, a former President of
Syria, and Muhammad Rabah al-Tawil, a

former Minister of Interior, who died in
December 1992 and April 1993 respect-
ively, months after their release in August
1992. Six other prisoners of conscience
from the same group were released in
1993, including Hakem al-Faiz and Kamil
Hussain who had been detained since
1971.

Most uncharged political detainees were
held for their alleged connections with al-
Ikhwan al-Muslimun, the Muslim Brother-
hood (see previous Amnesty International
Reports). Most remained in incommunic-
ado detention and their whereabouts were
unknown. They included Muhammad
Zahed Derkal, who was said to have been
arrested in mid-1980 in the Abu Khair
Mosque in Damascus. His whereabouts re-
mained unknown until 1986 when former
prisoners reported that he was held in Tad-
mur Prison. It was not known whether he
was still held there. There was new infor-
mation suggesting that Bara al-Sarraj, held
since 1984 for alleged links with the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, had been sentenced in
1989 to 20 years’ imprisonment. No details
about his trial or whereabouts were
available.

Dozens of members of professional asso-
ciations, notably doctors and engineers,
were believed to be still held without
charge or trial following their arrest in
1980 (see previous Amnesty International
Reports). They included Tawfiq Draq al-
Siba‘i, a medical doctor who was arrested
in Homs in 1980. His whereabouts were
unknown. In May the sssc concluded that
the case against an engineer, Salim Khir-
bik, had elapsed and he was released.

Scores of Lebanese nationals and Pal-
estinians arrested in previous years in
Lebanon or Syria as suspected members of
Lebanese and Palestinian political organiz-
ations remained held (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1993). Most were held
incommunicado and their whereabouts
were unknown. They included a Lebanese
national, Elias Yusuf al-Souri, who was ar-
rested in 1980 in Beirut and has since been
held in Syria.

Other political prisoners continued to
be detained beyond the expiry of their
sentences without further charges being
brought against them. They included Mah-
mud Muhammad al-Fayyad, an army of-
ficer, whose 15-year prison sentence
expired in 1985. He was believed to be in
al-Mezze Military Prison.



Torture of political detainees reportedly
remained common with methods including
beatings on all parts of the body: falaqa
(beatings on the soles of the feet); and dul-
lab (the “tyre” method — hanging the vic-
tim from a suspended tyre and beating him
or her with sticks and cables). Many of the
defendants who appeared before the sssc
testified that they had been tortured in pre-
vious years and that confessions made dur-
ing interrogation were extracted under
duress. However, the court did not order
medical examinations for such defendants
or investigations into their allegations.

At least 14 people were executed. Nine
had been convicted of rape and murder
and five others, who were executed in
May, had been convicted of setting fire to
al-Hasaka Prison in March, causing the
deaths of 57 inmates and injuring others.
The speed with which the five were tried,
sentenced and executed may have under-
mined the additional guarantees and safe-
guards required by international standards
in death penalty cases.

New information was received suggest-
ing that two political prisoners, Al-Hakam
Karkoukli and Muhammad Jamal Tayyem,
had been sentenced to death in 1980. No
details were available about their trial or
whether the sentences had been carried out.

Amnesty International continued to ap-
peal for the immediate and unconditional
release of all prisoners of conscience, for
all other political prisoners to receive fair
and prompt trials or be released, for impar-
tial investigation of all torture allegations
and deaths in detention, and for an end to
the use of the death penalty. Unlike in pre-
vious years, Amnesty International re-
ceived a number of replies from the Syrian
authorities giving information in response
to some of Amnesty International's queries.

In May two Amnesty International rep-
resentatives visited Syria and observed
some of the proceedings of the sssc (see
above). In meetings with government offi-
cials they urged the authorities to release
all prisoners of conscience, drew attention
to evidence of torture and other irregulari-
ties in the pre-trial detention of those
being tried before the sssc, and called for
such defendants to be given fair trials or
released.

Officials told Amnesty International's
delegates that torture was not tolerated
in Syria and that some members of the
security forces were serving long prison

SYRIA/TADZHIKISTAN

sentences for having used torture, but no
details were provided either of such cases
or of any investigations into torture
mounted by the Syrian authorities.

In an oral statement to the un Com-
mission on Human Rights in February,
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns about arbitrary detention
under the State of Emergency Law in Syria.
In April Amnesty International submitted
information about its concerns in Syria for
UN review under a procedure established
by Economic and Social Council Resolu-
tions 728F/1503, for confidential consid-
eration of communications about human
rights violations.

TADZHIKISTAN

Extrajudicial executions and “disappear-
ances” at the hands of pro-government
forces continued on a large scale into early
1993, claiming the lives of scores of people
who were targeted mainly because of
their regional origin. Later in the year
there were further “disappearances”: the
victims included political activists. One
prisoner of conscience was conditionally
released following trial, and two probable
prisoners of conscience were convicted on
allegedly fabricated charges of illegal pos-
session of firearms. Four political prison-
ers were tortured in detention. At least six
people were sentenced to death, including
at least one political prisoner who may
have received an unfair trial. Armed
forces apparently subordinate to a self-
proclaimed opposition ‘“government-in-
exile” were reported to have deliberately
and arbitrarily killed captured govern-
ment soldiers and civilians.
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Armed conflict between government
forces, who were supported by army units
from Russia and neighbouring Central
Asian states, and armed opposition groups
continued sporadically throughout the
year. The fighting was mainly in areas
along the southern border with Afghan-
istan and in eastern Tadzhikistan. The
government headed by Supreme Council
Chairman Imamali Rakhmonov rejected
appeals by foreign mediators for direct
peace negotiations with the leaders of a
self-proclaimed opposition “government-
in-exile” formed in early 1993 in northern
Afghanistan.

In June the Supreme Court banned
four opposition parties and organizations
linked to the previous coalition govern-
ment which had resigned in November
1992 (see Amnesty International Report
1993). The ban was imposed on the Demo-
cratic Party, the Islamic Renaissance Party,
and the Rastokhez (Renaissance) and Lali
Badakhshon (Ruby of Badakhshan) organi-
zations on the grounds that they had aban-
doned parliamentary methods to achieve
their political goals, in favour of the violent
seizure of power.

The wave of extrajudicial executions
and “disappearances” which began after
the capital, Dushanbe, fell to government
forces in December 1992 at the climax of
the civil war (see Amnesty International
Report 1993) continued during January and
February. Scores of people, mainly from
the Pamir and Garm regions of eastern
Tadzhikistan, were reportedly summarily
executed or “disappeared” after being de-
tained by forces of the People’s Front of
Tadzhikistan, a paramilitary group linked
to the government. Extrajudicial execu-
tions and “disappearances” in Dushanbe
were reported to have followed checks of
identity papers on the streets and at the air-
port, and during house-to-house searches.
Some people were reportedly executed on
the spot, others were detained and their
bodies found later in the street or the city
morgue. The fate of others remained un-
known. Isolated similar cases were repor-
ted later in the year in Dushanbe and in
southern rural areas.

In April Democratic Party activist
Ayniddin Sadykov *“disappeared” after
being taken from a bus in Dushanbe by
armed men. In July member of parliament
Saidsho Shoyev and his brother Siyarsho
Shoyev “disappeared” after being seized by

armed men from a Dushanbe street. In both
cases the circumstances of the “disappear-
ances” suggested that they were the work
of forces operating with government com-
plicity: the car used by the abductors of the
Shoyev brothers was reportedly identifi-
able from its number plates as belonging to
the Ministry of Defence.

Prisoner of conscience Bozor Sobir, a
leading poet and former Democratic Party
activist, was arrested in March. He went on
trial before the Supreme Court in October
and at the end of December was convicted
of attempting to overthrow the govern-
ment, attempting to inflame inter-ethnic
discord and participating in unsanctioned
demonstrations. He was given a two-year
suspended sentence and was immediately
released. He was acquitted of two other
charges.

Two probable prisoners of conscience
were sentenced to prison terms in March
following separate trials on charges of il-
legal possession of firearms: there were
grounds to believe that the charges had
been fabricated because of their opposition
political activities. Dzhumaboy Niyazov, a
Democratic Party activist, was sentenced to
seven years' imprisonment by the city
court in Khudzhand, Leninabad Region, for
illegal possession of cartridges for an auto-
matic weapon. Nuriddin Sadiriddinov, a
Rastokhez activist, was sentenced by the
district court in Asht, Leninabad Region, to
10 years’ imprisonment for illegal posses-
sion of a pistol and bullets. In both cases
sources claimed that the firearms and am-
munition had been planted during police
searches of their homes.

Four political prisoners — Mirbobo
Mirrakhimov, ~ Akhmadsho  Kamilov,
Khayriddin Kasymov and Khurshed
Nazarov — were tortured in pre-trial deten-
tion in investigation-isolation prison No. 1
in Dushanbe. All were reported to have
been beaten during interrogation, as a res-
ult of which Khayriddin Kasymov was re-
ported to have suffered a broken nose and
had several teeth knocked out. Akhmadsho
Kamilov was allegedly not allowed by his
interrogators to sleep or to sit for long
periods. Mirbobo Mirrakhimov had been
the director of the state radio and televi-
sion company under the previous coalition
government and was charged with treason
in the form of “conspiracy to overthrow the
government”, and defamation. Akhmadsho
Kamilov, formerly director of national




television, and Khayriddin Kasymov and
Khurshed Nazarov, who were television
journalists, were charged with “agitation
and propaganda calling for the violent
overthrow of the government” and theft of
state property. They were arrested in Janu-
ary in neighbouring countries (Mirbobo
Mirrakhimov in Turkmenistan and the
three others in Kyrgyzstan) reportedly by
local law enforcement officers, and forcibly
returned to Tadzhikistan. They were still
in pre-trial detention at the end of the year.

The death penalty remained in force for
18 peacetime offences as well as others in
wartime. At least six people were sen-
tenced to death. They included Adzhik
Aliyev, a political prisoner and Islamic
Renaissance Party activist, who was sen-
tenced to death in August for crimes in-
cluding treason, terrorism and murder
following a possibly unfair trial. He was
still awaiting the results of an appeal
against his sentence at the end of the year.

Forces apparently subordinate to the op-
position “government-in-exile” and based
in the Kalai-Khumb district of the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Region were re-
ported in June to have deliberately and
arbitrarily killed nine government soldiers
whom they had taken prisoner. In July up
to 200 civilian residents of the village of
Sarigor, Khatlon Region, were reportedly
deliberately killed by opposition forces
based in Afghanistan who entered the vil-
lage after overrunning a nearby border
post.

Amnesty International continued to call
on the Government of Tadzhikistan to in-
vestigate all reports of extrajudicial execu-
tions and “disappearances”, and to bring
those responsible to justice. In February
Amnesty International wrote to Chairman
Rakhmonov about statements by security
officials indicating that security forces had
been authorized to carry out summary exe-
cutions. It urged the government to take all
measures necessary to ensure that forces
under government control were aware of
and conformed fully to international stand-
ards on the use of force. Amnesty Interna-
tional also requested the government to
confirm or deny media reports that illegal
possession of firearms in certain circum-
stances had been made a capital offence. In
a detailed reply received in June, the Chair-
man of the National Security Committee
gave assurances that death sentences had
not been passed on people found to be

TADZHIKISTAN

illegally in possession of firearms. He also
asserted that the security forces used
firearms only in self-defence or to protect
the lives of others. However, he confirmed
that the statements about which Amnesty
International had expressed concern had
indeed been made, albeit only as a warning
against criminal activity. Amnesty Interna-
tional replied in July stating that even if in-
tended only as a warning, such statements
were unacceptable, since they could be in-
terpreted as giving official authorization to
summary executions.

Amnesty International called for the re-
lease of Bozor Sobir and for a judicial re-
view of the cases of Dzhumaboy Niyazov
and Nuriddin Sadiriddinov. It called on
the government to ensure that detainees
were not subjected to torture or any other
form of ill-treatment. It called for a review
of the case of Adzhik Aliyev on the
grounds that he may not have received a
fair trial. It urged commutation of all pend-
ing death sentences and continued to call
for complete abolition of the death penalty.

In August Amnesty International wrote
to the leaders of the Democratic and
Islamic Renaissance Parties, as representat-
ives of the self-proclaimed “Government-
in-exile of the Republic of Tadzhikistan”.
Amnesty International expressed concern
about the reported deliberate and arbitrary
killings of captured government soldiers
and civilian residents of Sarigor and made
clear its total condemnation of such delib-
erate and arbitrary killings and hostage-
taking. It called on the party leaders to
ensure that all armed forces subordinate to
or acting with the approval of the “govern-
ment-in-exile” fully respect human rights
and the basic humanitarian standards set
out in the Geneva Conventions and other
relevant international standards.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Tadzhikistan: Hidden
terror — political killings, torture and “dis-
appearances” since December 1992. The
press centre of the Interior Ministry re-
sponded in June by denouncing Amnesty
International as an organization whose
main aim was “the publication and
dissemination of slanderous material”.
Amnesty International published a further
report, Tadzhikistan: Human rights
violations against opposition activists, in
October.

In an oral statement to the UN Sub-Com-
mission on Prevention of Discrimination
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and Protection of Minorities in August,
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns in Tadzhikistan, including
“disappearances” and political killings.

TAIWAN

One possible prisoner of conscience was
acquitted and one released at the end of
his sentence. A conscript died as a result
of torture in an army disciplinary unit.
Prisoners under sentence of death contin-
ued to be held in conditions amounting to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. At
least three people were executed.

A new cabinet led by Prime Minister
Lien Chan was named in February by Pres-
ident Lee Teng-hui, who was re-elected
Chairman of the ruling Kuomintang at a
party congress in August. In January the
Foreign Ministry issued a paper, Report on
Foreign Affairs, which stated that rejoining
the uN was one of Taiwan's “major diplo-
matic goals”. Taiwan is not a party to any
of the UN’s treaties relating to the protec-
tion of human rights.

Chang Tsan-hung, a possible prisoner
of conscience, was acquitted in March of
charges of sedition and attempted murder
for which he had been sentenced to 10
years' imprisonment in June 1992 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993). The Tai-
wan High Court ruled that “no direct
evidence could prove he resorted to viol-
ence and threats” in his advocacy of in-
dependence for Taiwan. He had been
released on medical bail in October 1992.
Chen Tzu-tsai, a prisoner of conscience,
was released in November after serving a
one-year prison sentence for illegal entry
into Taiwan. He had returned to Taiwan

from the usa in 1991 despite being barred
from doing so on account of his past polit-
ical activities.

Chen Shih-wei, a conscript, died in July
after being tortured by officers in an army
disciplinary unit. There was no provision
to allow him to apply for exemption from
military service on grounds of conscience.
He had reported to his unit for military ser-
vice about 36 hours later than permitted.
As a punishment, he was immediately as-
signed to the Li-Teh Training Unit, based
on Green Island, where officers were ap-
parently ordered to single him out for se-
vere punishment. Chen Shih-wei was
imprisoned, handcuffed and tortured for
more than two days. He was then taken to
hospital where he died four days later.
Two officers were indicted on manslaugh-
ter charges and appeared before a military
tribunal in October. The family of Chen
Shih-wei was not allowed to make a state-
ment before the tribunal. The trial had not
been completed by the end of the year.

Prisoners under sentence of death con-
tinued to be subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment. They were forced to
wear ankle shackles at all times, including
during exercise periods. The Vice-Minister
of Justice stated in July that shackles were
necessary to prevent escape and suicide.

The Prison Law was revised in July to
allow executions to be carried out by lethal
injection; in the past they could only be
carried out by firing-squad. According to
unofficial reports, at least three people
were executed by firing-squad during the
year. Organs from the executed prisoners
were used for transplants. Amnesty Inter-
national feared that death-row prisoners
were not in a position to give genuinely
free consent to the use of their organs. The
government did not publish detailed stat-
istics on executions but indicated in May
that all the prisoners whose death sen-
tences had been upheld by the Supreme
Court had been executed. The number of
prisoners awaiting execution at the end of
the year was not known.

There were fears that four citizens of
the People's Republic of China who had
applied for political asylum would be
forcibly returned to China, despite being at
risk of human rights violations there. How-
ever, in October the four were given per-
mission to remain in Taiwan for 12 months
and released from a holding centre. Three
of them had been held for over a year. The




four included Chang Kuo-chung and Wang
Ching, who had been active in the 1989
pro-democracy movement in China. Both
had fled to Taiwan in October 1989, but
had been forcibly returned by the Tai-
wanese authorities and detained in China.
They had returned to Taiwan again in
September 1992,

In July Amnesty International published
a report, Taiwan: Ill-Treatment on “Death
Row”, in which it criticized the permanent
shackling of condemned prisoners as an
arbitrary additional punishment which
constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Amnesty International also ex-
pressed concern about the use of organs
from executed prisoners for transplant op-
erations and about new legislation author-
izing the use of lethal injections to carry
out executions, both of which could lead to
the involvement of medical personnel in
executions. The organization urged the
government to commute all death sen-
tences and take steps towards abolishing
the death penalty.

In August Amnesty International called
on President Lee Teng-hui to order an
independent and impartial investigation
into the death of army conscript Chen
Shih-wei. Amnesty International also urged
the government to recognize the right to
conscientious objection to military service
and provide an alternative civilian form of
service.

Dozens of supporters of opposition polit-
ical parties, some of them prisoners of
conscience, were held for brief periods.
Long-standing charges were dropped
against a prominent political opponent of

TAIWAN/TANZANIA

the government. Courts continued to im-
pose cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-
ments. At least three people were
sentenced to death but no executions were
reported.

In September, following months of de-
bate about the creation of a Tanganyika
government similar to the government of
Zanzibar, the Union government, led by
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, announced
that it would propose constitutional
amendments to the 1964 union between
Zanzibar and the mainland. The issue
arose after it emerged in January that Zanz-
ibar had secretly joined the Organization of
Islamic Conference (01c) in December 1992.
In August Zanzibar withdrew from the oic
in an attempt to defuse the constitutional
crisis.

There were widespread allegations that
officials and supporters of the Chama cha
Mapinduzi (ccm), Party of the Revolution,
which retained control of government and
administrative structures, had harassed
members of opposition parties as they cam-
paigned in the build-up to local govern-
ment elections in November, the first
elections under the multi-party constitu-
tion introduced in 1992.

In April militant Islamists destroyed
three pork butcheries in Dar es Salaam.
The authorities, accusing the Baraza la
Kuendeleza Koran Tanzania (BALUKTA), the
Quran Development Council of Tanzania,
of involvement, banned the organization.
Dozens of people were arrested, including
prisoners of conscience, and held briefly.
For example, 36 people who were arrested
for demonstrating peacefully against the
authorities’ action in bringing charges
against other BALUKTA members for alleg-
edly destroying pork butcheries, were de-
nied bail for periods ranging between one
and two weeks before charges of holding
illegal demonstrations were dropped. The
36, all prisoners of conscience, were then
released.

In September at least 30 people were ar-
rested in Zanzibar and Pemba after the
Minister of Home Affairs instructed police
to bring sedition charges against people ab-
using or insulting government leaders. The
arrests followed a pattern established in
previous years whereby the police arrest
government opponents, charge them with
sedition or a minor criminal offence, the
courts deny bail for a brief period, ostens-
ibly on the grounds that the accused might
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interfere in police investigations, and the
charges are subsequently dropped before
the cases come to trial. Among those arres-
ted after the minister’s instructions were 10
people accused of organizing an illegal as-
sembly and insulting Dr Salmin Amour,
the President of Zanzibar. The 10, includ-
ing Huwena Hamad, wife of Seif Shariff
Hamad, a prominent Zanzibari leader and
Vice-Chairman of the Civic United Forum
(cur), one of Tanzania’s main opposition
parties, appeared to be prisoners of con-
science. They were released within days
and it was not clear if charges remained
outstanding at the end of the year.

Charges of illegally possessing govern-
ment documents brought against Seif Sha-
riff Hamad in 1989 were finally dropped
in February. Seif Shariff Hamad had been
released on bail in December 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993).

The courts continued to impose cruel,
inhuman or degrading punishments in the
form of caning. For example, in July Samil
Walji from Dar es Salaam received six
strokes of the cane after he had been con-
victed of trespassing with intent to commit
an offence.

At least three men were sentenced to
death for murder; two of them were militia-
men from Singida convicted in the High
Court of torturing and killing a prisoner
arrested for rape in 1990. There were no
reports of executions.

Amnesty International was concerned
about the detention of prisoners of con-
science, and about the use of caning and
the death penalty.

THAILAND

An army conscript died after being beaten
in custody and at least one person died
and over 30 were injured as a result of po-
lice beatings of demonstrators. The fate
and whereabouts of 21 people who went
missing during the security forces’ violent
crack-down on pro-democracy demonstra-
tors in May 1992 had still not been estab-
lished by the end of the year; they may
have been victims of extrajudicial execu-
tions. At least eight death sentences were
imposed during the year but no executions
were reported. Prisoners were reportedly
held in conditions amounting to cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment, as were

asylum-seekers from Myanmar, thousands
of whom were threatened with forcible re-
turn to Myanmar, where they would be at
possible risk of human rights violations.
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, who had
been elected in September 1992, continued
to govern the country at the head of a five-
party coalition. A law which empowered
the supreme military commander to order
troops to suppress demonstrations was re-
pealed in March and a bill requiring prior
Cabinet approval for military intervention
in civil disturbances was passed by the
Senate in July. Both pieces of legislation
were enacted in the wake of the military's
violent suppression of pro-democracy de-
monstrators in May 1992 in Bangkok, the
capital, during which at least 52 people
were killed and some 700 people injured
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).

In a statement by the Thai Government
to the UN World Conference on Human
Rights in Vienna in June, Foreign Minister
Prasong Soonsiri announced that his gov-
ernment was taking steps to accede to the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights; however, at the end of the year
accession to the treaty had not taken place.

Prominent social critic and Buddhist
scholar Sulak Sivaraksa, who returned to
Thailand to face charges of lese-majesty in
December 1992, was formally charged in
March, and his trial continued intermit-
tently throughout the year. He would be
considered a prisoner of conscience if con-
victed and sentenced to prison.

On 6 May Samphan Pinyoying, an army
conscript, was severely beaten by a drill
sergeant and later died in hospital. His
wife stated that he had previously been
in good health. The Army Commander-in-




Chief subsequently promised to investigate
the death, and bring those found respons-
ible to justice, but no further information
emerged by the end of the year.

[ll-treatment of unarmed demonstrators
by police was reported on several occa-
sions, in at least one instance leading to the
death of a demonstrator. In late February
and March, protests broke out against the
construction of the Pak Moon hydroelectric
dam in Ubon Ratchathani province. Pro-
testers, concerned that the dam would dis-
place hundreds of people and harm the
environment, were reportedly beaten by
police with clubs during a demonstration
in March. After conflict between those in
favour of the dam'’s construction and those
who opposed it, police allegedly attacked
the anti-dam demonstrators. Three demon-
strators were reportedly seriously injured
and at least 30 others received minor
injuries. The House of Representatives
Committee on Human Rights and Justice
investigated the incident, but in early April
its Chairman stated that the evidence was
too contradictory to lead to prosecutions.
The Interior Ministry held its own invest-
igation, the preliminary findings of which
were that the police had not acted with
excessive force. However, the final results
of the Interior Ministry investigation were
not known by the end of the year.

On 8 May Sa-ngiam Tomjai-od was se-
verely beaten by police during an initially
peaceful demonstration by thousands of
farmers in Kamphaeng Phet province to de-
mand that the government protect the
falling price of rice. He died later that day
in hospital of severe head injuries. His wife
stated that she had witnessed police beat-
ing his head with a baton and kicking him
in the face. Over 30 other demonstrators
and police officers were reportedly injured
during a clash between police and protest-
ers. The Interior Ministry set up a commit-
tee to investigate the incident and the
House of Representatives Committee on
Justice and Human Rights also indicated
that it would conduct an investigation. In
early June the Interior Ministry committee
found that the police were not guilty of
killing Sa-ngiam Tomjai-od, but urged the
Police Department to continue its attempt
to jdentify those responsible for beating
him. No further information regarding the
results of the investigation was available by
the end of the year.

The whereabouts of 21 people who

THAILAND

vanished during the security forces’ violent
crack-down on the May 1992 demonstra-
tions remained unknown; they may have
been the victims of extrajudicial execu-
tions. In May, 36 relatives of people who
were killed or went missing during the
1992 demonstrations filed a civil lawsuit
against members of the government in
power at the time of the demonstrations. In
November, four parents whose sons had
been killed in the May 1992 crack-down
appeared at a court hearing and claimed
that they had received inadequate compen-
sation. However, no information about this
case was available. An Interior Ministry
committee had not made any progress in
locating the missing 21 during the year,
and most of their families had received no
compensation. By the end of the year, the
government had not made public the find-
ings of a Defence Ministry investigation
into the military’s crack-down on the
demonstrations, although the final report
had been submitted to the government in
July 1992.

A total of 285 prisoners were reported to
be under sentence of death at the end of
the year. At least eight death sentences
were imposed during the year, four for
heroin-trafficking and four for murder. No
executions were reported.

There were continuing reports of crim-
inal prisoners being held in conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, including the use of iron shack-
les, lack of medical care and overcrowding.
Allegations of such ill-treatment focused
on foreigners serving prison sentences for
drug-trafficking, but in August the Interior
Ministry denied that torture or ill-treat-
ment occurred in Thai prisons.

Thai police continued to detain in harsh
conditions asylum-seekers from Myanmar
(Burma), particularly those who partici-
pated in demonstrations against the milit-
ary government there and who refused to
go to a “safe camp” run by the Thai author-
ities in western Thailand. Asylum-seekers
were in many cases charged with illegal
immigration and were routinely fined and
sentenced to imprisonment for terms of
several months in the Immigration Deten-
tion Centre (IDC) in Bangkok, then deported
back to Myanmar. Prisoners in the IDC were
routinely held in extremely overcrowded
cells. There were continuing reports of asy-
lum-seekers from Myanmar being beaten
by ¢ prison officials, although Amnesty
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International was not able to confirm these
allegations.

Almost 8,000 asylum-seekers from
Myanmar belonging to the Mon ethnic
group at Lah Loe refugee camp, Kan-
chanaburi province, faced forcible return to
Myanmar. The Thai authorities announced
plans to repatriate most of them to a site in
Halakanee, Myanmar. If repatriated, they
would be at possible risk of human rights
violations (see Myanmar entry).

Amnesty International expressed its
concern to the authorities about allegations
of beatings of asylum-seekers by prison
officials and conditions of detention which
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment at the ibc in Bangkok. The au-
thorities responded by stating that the Bur-
mese asylum-seekers were fighting among
themselves, which necessitated the inter-
vention of prison officials, who claimed
that they did not ill-treat the detainees.

At least 50 people were extrajudicially
executed by the security forces, who con-
tinued to perpetrate widespread human
rights violations with impunity. Dozens of
suspected government opponents were ar-
rested, including possible prisoners of con-
science; many were ill-treated and at least
one reportedly “disappeared”. In August,
21 prisoners died in detention, reportedly
as a result of torture or ill-treatment.
Two political prisoners were sentenced
to prison terms after being convicted on
the basis of evidence allegedly extracted
under torture.

There was continued political instabil-
ity as a result of tension between the Head
of State, General Gnassingbé Eyadéma, and

opponents of his administration. In Janu-
ary President Eyadéma unilaterally re-
appointed Joseph Kokou Koffigoh as Prime
Minister, asserting that the official period
of transition agreed at a National Confer-
ence in 1991 had ended in December 1992.
This undermined the power of the transi-
tional executive body, Haut Conseil de la
République, High Council of the Republic,
which declared the appointment invalid.
The new government formed by Prime
Minister Koffigoh was increasingly criti-
cized by le Collectif de I'opposition démo-
cratique, the Collective of Democratic
Opposition, known as cop-1, and a general
strike which had begun in November 1992
continued until August. Independent
human rights organizations came under
pressure from the government, and opposi-
tion leaders and supporters, as well as
journalists working for independent
newspapers, were subject to intimidation
and harassment by the security forces, and
by supporters of the Rassemblement du
peuple togolais (RPT), the Assembly of the
Togolese People, headed by the President.
RPT supporters were also attacked by op-
position supporters in some areas. Over a
quarter of a million citizens fled from
Togo to seek refuge abroad.

General Eyadéma was returned to power
in the presidential election of 25 August
which was widely criticized as unfair.
Gilchrist Olympio, an opposition leader
and victim of an assassination attempt in
May 1992 (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1993), was prevented from standing in
the election, and there were many reported
irregularities in the voting. A special secur-
ity force, set up in April to exclude mem-
bers of the army, was given the task of
keeping order during the elections, under
the supervision of military advisers from
France and Burkina Faso. Legislative elec-
tions had not taken place by the end of the
year.

At least 50 people were extrajudicially
executed by the security forces. They in-
cluded at least 19 people who were shot
dead on 25 January in Lomé, the capital,
when the security forces opened fire with-
out warning on a peaceful opposition de-
monstration in support of French and
German government intervention in the
political process in Togo. Five days later,
apparently in reprisal for the killing of a
soldier and a gendarme, the security forces
again fired indiscriminately on civilians,




killing at least five. In a related incident on
1 February, Date Issac Gbikpi-Benissan, the
bodyguard of opposition leader Léopold
Gnininvi, was killed by unknown assail-
ants, believed to be members of the secur-
ity forces. The Minister of Defence was
ordered by General Eyadéma to open an in-
vestigation into the violence on 30 January.
However, there was no evidence that an in-
vestigation actually took place.

At least 20 people, including soldiers
and civilians, were summarily executed
following an attack on the barracks of the
Régiment interarmes togolais (RIT), To-
golese Combined Regiment, on 25 March.
The reason for the attack was unclear:
some reports suggested that the attackers
came from Ghana, others that it was a set-
tling of scores within the barracks. Those
executed included Colonel Eugene Koffi
Tepé, deputy chief of army staff, who was
apparently suspected of having instigated
the attack, and three of his relatives. They
were killed in the immediate aftermath by
soldiers loyal to General Eyadéma. Over
the next two days other soldiers were ex-
ecuted, apparently because of suspected
complicity in the attack or because they
were suspected of belonging to the clan-
destine Association of Democratic Service-
men, or because of their ethnic origin.
Almost all of those targeted in this way
came from minority ethnic groups such as
the Ewe and Kotokoli, and not General
Eyadéma’s own dominant northern-based
Kabyé ethnic group. One soldier, Yao Ag-
bémavi Akiti, “disappeared” after he was
reportedly questioned by his superior offi-
cers on 29 March. His body was later found
in the mortuary of Lomé's main hospital,
covered in knife wounds. Over 100 mem-
bers of the security forces fled to Ghana
and Benin, fearing for their safety.

There were several other reports of
extrajudicial executions and attempted
assassinations by the security forces. In
February opposition activist Léopold Ayivi
was shot and seriously injured by two
armed men apparently linked to the secur-
ity forces. In mid-April Bondja Bidjakine,
from Naki-Ouest in northern Togo, was re-
portedly shot at point-blank range by sol-
diers pursuing villagers who had chanted
slogans hostile to President Eyadéma dur-
ing a public meeting. On 24 August, the
eve of the presidential election, the deputy
mayor of Lomé, Louis Amédome, was ser-
iously injured and his motorcycle taxi

TOGO

driver killed when they failed to stop at a
road-block manned by the security forces
who apparently suspected Louis Amédome
of having opposition sympathies. He was
taken into custody and remained in deten-
tion without charge or trial at the end of
the year. A statement by the authorities
linked this incident with the discovery of
an alleged coup plot the same day; the au-
thorities said two men, who later escaped,
had been intercepted at the border with
Ghana in possession of a grenade and other
materials.

Dozens of people were arrested by the
security forces; many of them were ill-
treated and at least one reportedly “disap-
peared”. Most were not formally charged
and were apparently arrested for their non-
violent opposition to the government. At
least 30 were reported to be still held,
mostly without charge and apparently un-
lawfully, at the end of the year. Corporal
Nikabou Bikagni, arrested in October 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1993),
appeared in court on 31 December charged
with importing arms and ammunition but
his trial was postponed. At least four
people, apparently arrested solely because
they were related to Corporal Bikagni, re-
mained in detention without charge or trial
in the civilian prison in Kara.

Over 40 soldiers and civilians were ar-
rested following the attack on the RIT bar-
racks on 25 March. Most of the civilians
were reportedly released by July, but at
least 15 soldiers were still detained at the
end of the year, including Major Fon-
doumi, and Private Kokou Agbenya, who
was reportedly severely beaten when
arrested. They were held, incommunicado
and apparently illegally, without being
remanded by a judicial official, at various
military locations.

Government opponents were arbitrarily
arrested and detained, particularly in areas
where there was strong support for the
President and the RpT. Between March and
May, five members of the Odanou family
were arrested in the northern town of
Korbongou, apparently because they sup-
ported the opposition. Four were released
but Kanlou Odanou apparently “disap-
peared” in detention and was feared to be
dead. Another member of his family, Lan-
dame Odanou, had apparently been held
since September 1991 without charge or
trial and reportedly remained in detention
at the end of 1993.
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On 26 August, at least 40 people, mostly
opposition supporters, were arrested fol-
lowing violence the previous day in Ag-
bandi, central Togo. They were taken to the
Gendarmerie in nearby Blitta. It was not
clear whether they had been involved in
the election day violence but within 24
hours at least 21 of them died in custody,
including four youths aged between 12 and
15, either at the Blitta Gendarmerie or at
the hospital in nearby Sokodé. The author-
ities said that 15 of the prisoners had been
poisoned by food brought to them by their
relatives; a French police toxicologist who
examined a sample of contaminated food
sent to France by the authorities reportedly
identified poison, but there was no exam-
ination of the bodies. Those who died were
reported to have been assaulted in custody
and then forced into a small cell, possibly
causing asphyxiation. The remaining
detainees were transferred to the Gen-
darmerie headquarters in Kara before being
released on the orders of a magistrate.
There was no impartial inquiry established
into the deaths.

On 27 August, a relative of one of the
detainees who had died, Kokou Okessou
Mbooura, was arrested in Blitta and
charged with attempting to administer a
poison. However, it appeared that when he
arrived in Blitta, at least 15 of the detainees
had already died and others were seriously
ill. Held in prison in Kara, he had not been
brought to trial by the end of the year.

In November several journalists and
others associated with independent news-
papers were arrested and held in Lomé and
Kara. Some appeared in court and were re-
leased, but Ali Akondo and Tampoudi Der-
mane remained in detention awaiting trial
at the end of the year. Moudassirou Katak-
paou-Touré, the editor of an independent
newspaper, La Lettre de Tchaoudjo (The
Tchaoudjo Letter) was brought to trial in
December on charges of offending the Pres-
ident and libelling the President and the
Minister of Defence. He was found guilty
on both counts, fined and released, as the
remainder of his sentence was suspended.
He was a prisoner of conscience.

The use of torture by the security forces
was reportedly widespread, with methods
including severe beatings and electric
shocks. Two men, Attiogbé Stéphane Kou-
dossou and Gérard Akoumey, arrested in
July in connection with bomb attacks in
Lomé, were convicted by a criminal court

in Lomé on the basis of confessions which
they alleged had been extracted under tor-
ture during their pre-trial detention and
which the court took no steps to invest-
igate. They were sentenced to three years’
imprisonment in September. Captain
Charles Esso Pello, who had been arrested
in July 1992 (see Amnesty International
Report 1993), and was reportedly tortured
with electric shocks, was apparently
released on bail.

In May a Togolese opposition group in
exile in Ghana was reported to be holding
captive at least one person, Vincent Coco
Adote Akouete-Akue. There were subse-
quent reports that he was beaten to death
by former Togolese soldiers who had
joined the opposition group and suspected
him of being a spy.

Throughout the year, Amnesty Interna-
tional expressed concern to the govern-
ment about a wide range of human rights
violations — including extrajudicial execu-
tions, “disappearances”, detention without
trial, deaths in detention and torture — car-
ried out with impunity by the security
forces. In October the organization pub-
lished a report, Togo: Impunity for killings
by the military, focusing on the armed
forces' involvement in human rights viola-
tions committed in 1993 and previous
years. The report noted that soldiers ap-
peared fully confident that, with President
Eyadéma in power, they would not be held
to account for human rights violations.
Amnesty International called on the gov-
ernment to investigate persistent violations
by the security forces and bring those
responsible to justice.

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

An 11-year-old boy was flogged. There
were attempts to resume executions but
none were carried out. At least four
people were sentenced to death. Fifty
death sentences were commuted. At the
end of the year there were just over 50
people on death row.

In April an 11-year-old boy was sen-
tenced by a magistrate to receive a flogging
of 20 strokes, in violation of national law
and international standards prohibiting tor-
ture and cruel, inhuman or degrading pun-
ishment. He had pleaded guilty to a charge




of being in possession of cocaine; he had,
allegedly, been given a small sum of
money to carry the drugs from one adult to
another. The Corporal Punishment (Of-
fenders not over Sixteen) Act allows of-
fenders under 16 to be given six strokes
with a tamarind or similar rod. The flog-
ging was carried out immediately after sen-
tencing, with a leather belt. The boy was
therefore denied the right of appeal, al-
ready seriously restricted by this Act. Fur-
thermore, the magistrate ordered the boy to
be confined and to receive no visitors, not
even his parents. The right for children de-
prived of their liberty to maintain contact
with their family through visits and corre-
spondence is enshrined in the uN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, to which
Trinidad and Tobago is a party. A court
hearing seeking compensation and other
redress for the boy, which was due to take
place in May, was postponed several times
and had not taken place by the end of the
year.

New death sentences were imposed and
there were renewed attempts to resume ex-
ecutions. There have been no executions
since 1979. Four men were sentenced to
death in March, all for the murder of a
businessman nearly four years before. Five
prisoners, convicted of murder between
1977 and 1988, were issued with execution
warrants during the year: Michael Bullock
and Irvin Phillips were scheduled for exe-
cution in August; Ramcharan Bickaroo and
Robinson LaVende, two of the longest-
serving death row prisoners in the
Caribbean, were to have been hanged in
October; and Victor Baptiste was also to be
hanged in October. However, all five were
granted stays of execution by the High
Court after constitutional motions were
filed on their behalf, arguing that execu-
tions would infringe their constitutional
rights. The motions had not been heard by
the end of the year.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The appeals of Gayman Jurisingh, Peter
Matthews and Faizal Mohammed, who
were scheduled for execution in November
1992, were dismissed by the Court of Ap-
peal in April (see Amnesty International
Report 1993). They were granted condi-
tional leave to appeal to the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council (jcpc) in
London, which is the final court of appeal
for Trinidad and Tobago, but their appeal
was still pending at the end of the year.
The decision in their cases also affected
Brian Francois and Lal Seeratan, whose
executions had been scheduled for De-
cember 1992 (see Amnesty International
Report 1993).

A decision by the jcpc in the case of two
Jamaican prisoners — that execution more
than five years after sentencing would con-
stitute “inhuman or degrading punishment
or other treatment” and that sentences
should be commuted to life imprisonment
— was applicable to cases in Trinidad and
Tobago (see Jamaica entry). In December
the Attorney General announced that 50
prisoners who had been under sentence of
death for over five years would have their
sentences commuted. The 10 prisoners
who had been scheduled for execution be-
tween November 1992 and October 1993
benefited from the ruling.

The Court of Appeal upheld the appeal
of a death row prisoner sentenced for a
murder committed in 1979. Bunny Brann
was convicted in 1980 and then in 1985
and 1988 as a result of retrials following
successful appeals. At his latest appeal the
court ruled against another retrial on ac-
count of the time he had already spent in
prison, the evidence against him and the
cost of further proceedings; it ordered his
release on 7 October. He had spent 13
years on death row. The court reserved a
decision on his co-appellant, Donaldson
Mottley. However, his was one of the 50
sentences commuted in December.

In May Amnesty International wrote to
the Minister of Legal Affairs to express
concern about the flogging of the 11-year-
old boy and said he should be entitled to
fair and adequate redress from the state,
including financial compensation. The or-
ganization urged the government to ensure
that those involved in the judicial process
were fully informed of the provisions of
current legislation; to amend the country’s
laws to reflect its obligations under interna-
tional law; and to make these obligations
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widely known, especially to those in-
volved in judicial procedures. Amnesty
International urged the government to
abolish corporal punishment and not to
permit its use as a judicial punishment or
to punish breaches of discipline in prisons.

Amnesty International appealed to the
government to grant clemency to all pris-
oners under sentence of death and made
specific appeals on behalf of prisoners
whose executions were scheduled.

In August Amnesty International pro-
tested to Prime Minister Patrick Manning
about statements reportedly made by the
Minister of National Security shortly before
the scheduled August executions. The
Minister was quoted as having urged mem-
bers of the public to protest against the ac-
tions of those who he said were “overly
concerned with the rights of the criminal”,
apparently a reference to human rights
lawyers who intervene in death penalty
cases. He reportedly said, “when they file
their motions to stop the hangings you
must get up and let your voices be heard”,
which Amnesty International feared could
lead to harassment or intimidation of law-
yers and a reduction in the number willing
to assist death row prisoners. Amnesty In-
ternational drew attention to the require-
ments of the Basic Principles on the Role of
Lawyers, adopted by the Eighth un Con-
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders, and was further
concerned that the Minister’s strongly re-
tentionist views could affect his review of
cases carri#td out as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Prerogative of Mercy.

No replies had been received from the
government by the end of the year.

TUNISIA

Hundreds of people suspected of sympa-
thizing with illegal Islamist or left-wing
opposition groups were arrested during
the year. They included scores of prison-
ers of conscience. Other prisoners of con-
science were among over 2,000 political

prisoners serving sentences imposed after
unfair trials in 1993 or previous years.
Hundreds more people, many of them
women, were detained or ill-treated ap-
parently because of their relationship to
suspected members of illegal parties. Re-
leased detainees and others had their
movements restricted. Detainees were fre-
quently held incommunicado for illegally
prolonged periods: their arrest dates were
falsified to conceal this. Torture and ill-
treatment in the Ministry of Interior, po-
lice stations and other secret detention
centres were widespread. Reports of cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment of pris-
oners were received from many prisons.

In April Tunisia made a declaration
under Article 41 of the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights (iccpr),
allowing communications from states con-
cerning violations of that treaty, although it
has not yet ratified either the (First) Op-
tional Protocol (allowing communications
from individuals concerning violations of
the 1ccPR) nor the Second Optional Proto-
col, aiming at the abolition of the death
penalty. An Ombudsman was appointed to
receive individual complaints about ac-
tions by any public body. However, neither
he nor other human rights advisers in vari-
ous ministries prevented or investigated
serious human rights violations. They
failed to provide details on the where-
abouts and legal status of detainees held in
illegally prolonged incommunicado deten-
tion and did not investigate cases of falsifi-
cation of arrest dates and allegations of
torture or ill-treatment.

Amendments to the legal code passed in
November gave a broad definition of “ter-
rorist” offences, including “inciting racial
or religious hatred”. The amendments
made it possible to prosecute people for of-
fences defined as “terrorist” committed in
other countries, even if they are not recog-
nisable crimes under that country’s law.
The period of preventive detention was
reduced to a maximum of nine months
for misdemeanours and 14 months for
criminal offences.

There was new government action
against human rights activists following
the government'’s dissolution in 1992 of the
Ligue tunisienne des droits de I'homme
(LTDH), Tunisian Human Rights League (see
Amnesty International Report 1993). In
February, 18 human rights activists were
arrested for setting up a national committee




to defend prisoners of conscience. The
committee’s coordinator, Salah Hamzaoui,
was held for two weeks; the others were
released after a few hours. They were
charged with forming an unauthorized or-
ganization, distributing leaflets and spread-
ing false information. No trial had been
held by the end of the year. The dissolu-
tion of the LTDH was quashed by a decision
of the administrative court, but the league
carried out no public activities during the
year.

Hundreds of suspected sympathizers of
the unauthorized Islamist organization al-
Nahda, and scores of supporters of the
Parti communiste des ouvriers de Tunisie
(pcoT), Tunisian Communist Workers’
Party, were arrested during the year. Many
were held incommunicado (garde a vue) in
pre-trial detention far beyond the 10-day
legal limit. Arrest dates were consistently
falsified to conceal this fact. Some of those
arrested were released uncharged, but hun-
dreds were sentenced to terms of imprison-
ment after unfair trials. Some were
prisoners of conscience. Some detainees
were reportedly held secretly in private
houses immediately after their arrest.

In July and August dozens of sus-
pected government opponents, including
Tunisians resident abroad who had
returned for their summer holidays, were
arrested and kept in garde a vue detention
for up to two months: many alleged they
were tortured. They included Samir
Moussa, who was arrested at Tunis airport
in July and detained incommunicado until
September when he was released un-
charged. Salaheddine Zikikout, a student
in France since 1988, was arrested on ar-
rival at the port in Tunis, the capital, in
early August and held incommunicado
until late September, although his arrest
date was falsified and recorded as 19 Sep-
tember. He was reportedly tortured.

Tawfik Rajhi, an academic resident in
France since 1982, was arrested in July
four days after his return to Tunisia for a
visit. He was held incommunicado for 23
days and his arrest date was falsified. He
was allegedly ill-treated and forced to sign
a police statement which he had not read,
and was then sentenced in August to two
years’ imprisonment and two years' con-
trole administratif, administrative control
(see below), on charges of membership of
al-Nahda (subsequently reduced on appeal
to eight months’ imprisonment). He was

TUNISIA

convicted solely on the basis of his confes-
sion. The court judgment failed to record
either his prolonged incommunicado de-
tention or his rejection of his confession.
He was a prisoner of conscience.

Scores of prisoners of conscience sen-
tenced in previous years remained in
prison throughout the year. Seven were
granted amnesties in January, including
two pregnant women who had been ill-
treated after their arrest in November 1992.
Another, Moncef Ben Salem, a university
professor, was released from prison in May
after the completion of his sentence (see
Amnesty International Report 1991) but re-
stricted in his movements and denied a
passport. People who visited his home
were questioned by the police.

Some relatives of suspected government
opponents were detained apparently to in-
duce those being sought to give themselves
up. For example, a teenage girl from Tajer-
ouine was arrested in March in place of her
sister who had been sentenced in absentia
to eight months’ imprisonment for mem-
bership of al-Nahda and for holding un-
authorized meetings. The family was told
that the teenager would be released when
her sister surrendered. The sister did so the
following day and was detained, where-
upon the teenager was held incommunic-
ado for a further four days and questioned
about her sister’s activities.

Critics and suspected opponents of the
government were increasingly placed
under administrative control when re-
leased from prison, even when it was not
part of their court-imposed sentence.
Those affected were required to report to a
local police station regularly, sometimes as
often as twice a day.

Trials of suspected government oppon-
ents violated international standards for
fair trial. In several cases, defence lawyers
complained that detainees had signed con-
fessions after being tortured during illeg-
ally prolonged incommunicado pre-trial
detention but such allegations were ig-
nored by the courts, which failed to order
investigations and accepted contested con-
fessions as evidence of guilt. Hundreds
were convicted under laws which restrict
freedom of assembly, expression and asso-
ciation for allegedly belonging to an illegal
organization, distributing leaflets, particip-
ating in unauthorized meetings, collecting
funds for unauthorized organizations and
other offences. Some were sentenced to
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prison terms solely for giving small sums
of money for distressed families of political
detainees.

Thirteen women students and teachers
from Tajerouine were among the prisoners
of conscience sentenced after unfair trials.
They were tried in El Kef in February, con-
victed and sentenced to between six and
eight months’ imprisonment on charges
which included distributing leaflets (al-
though no leaflet was produced as evid-
ence during the trial). Five of them were
reportedly tortured and sexually harassed
while in pre-trial detention.

In January, four men were sentenced to
seven months’ imprisonment for member-
ship of an unauthorized organization and
collecting funds: the money had been
given to the sick mother of a detainee.

Naoufel Ziadi, General Secretary of the
Union générale des étudiants tunisiens,
General Union of Tunisian Students, and
an outspoken critic of the government, was
arrested in May after he had been sen-
tenced in absentia to two years' imprison-
ment on drugs charges. The charges were
based on accusations made by another de-
tainee during interrogation and appeared
to refer to another person with the same
name. The conviction and sentence were
upheld in June, even though the other de-
tainee withdrew his accusation and there
was no other evidence against Naoufel
Ziadi. He was released on bail pending
appeal.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
remained common both in the Ministry of
the Interior and at police stations. The
methods used included beatings, espe-
cially on the soles of the feet, sometimes
when the victim was suspended by the
ankles; suspension for long periods in
contorted positions, often accompanied
by beatings; semi-suffocation with cloths
drenched in dirty water or bleach; sexual
abuse with sticks and other objects; and
electric shocks. Women detainees, particu-
larly those arrested in connection with al-
Nahda or the pcot, were sexually abused
and threatened with rape.

One woman student who was held in-
communicado for seven days at El Kef po-
lice station in February alleged that she
was stripped and beaten by guards. At her
trial, however, the court ignored a request
by her lawyer that she be medically ex-
amined and she was sentenced to seven
months’ imprisonment for membership of

the pcoT and illegal collection of funds.

Mounir Jaouadi, an al-Nahda supporter
who was forcibly returned in January from
Algeria, where he was seeking asylum, was
detained incommunicado for two months
in the Ministry of the Interior. He was
beaten and severely tortured, and only al-
lowed access to his family in March. When
they saw him, his relatives barely recog-
nized him: his face was bruised and he
could hardly walk. Nine other Tunisians
forcibly returned from Algeria in January
and July were also allegedly tortured in
incommunicado detention (see Algeria
entry).

No further steps were known to have
been taken to investigate eight deaths in
custody in 1991 and 1992, despite com-
pelling evidence of torture. The authorities
refused to reopen investigations into the
deaths of Rachid Chammakhi and others in
1991, and no details emerged of the invest-
igation which the authorities had said
would be reopened into the death in cus-
tody of Faisal Barakat in October 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993).

There were frequent reports of ill-treat-
ment of prison inmates, including beatings,
food deprivation, and detention in isola-
tion cells. Some prisoners, including sus-
pected members of al-Nahda jailed in
1992, were reportedly taken from prison to
the Ministry of the Interior and tortured.
Some political prisoners were also report-
edly raped and beaten by criminal prison-
ers who were held in the same cells but
their complaints were consistently ignored
by prison staff.

Political prisoners were often reportedly
denied medical treatment for injuries sus-
tained as a result of torture in pre-trial de-
tention or other ailments. Thameur Jaoua,
who was arrested while in hospital recov-
ering from a back operation in January, was
severely beaten during 18 days in incom-
municado detention and was apparently
coughing blood in February. He was sen-
tenced to 14 months’ imprisonment in
March for alleged membership of an illegal
organization. His family was not allowed
to take him medicine at Sfax Prison and no
doctor visited him until April. In April the
Public Prosecutor ordered an inquiry into
his lack of medical care but its outcome
had not been made public by year-end.

Despite repeated requests, the authorit-
ies provided no information about Kamal
Matmati, who had “disappeared” after



being arrested in Gabés in October 1991.
He was believed to have required hospital
treatment after being beaten in custody,
and to have died in detention two weeks
later, but this could not be confirmed.

Amnesty International continued to call
for the release of all prisoners of con-
science, for the fair trial or release of other
political prisoners, and for thorough and
impartial investigation of all allegations of
torture and ill-treatment of prisoners. It
continued to call also for full investigation
of the deaths in custody which had oc-
curred in 1991 and 1992. In June Amnesty
International published a report, Tunisia:
Women victims of harassment, torture and
imprisonment, and called on the govern-
ment to bring an end to the harassment and
torture of wives and families of detainees.

In an oral statement to the uNn Com-
mission on Human Rights in February,
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns about arbitrary detentions
in Tunisia.

TURKEY

Hundreds of people were detained as pris-
oners of conscience. Some were soon re-
leased but others were sentenced to prison
terms. Torture of political and criminal
detainees in police stations was wide-
spread and systematic, and there were at
least 24 reported deaths in custody as a
result of torture. At least 26 people re-
portedly “disappeared” in security force
custody and scores of people were killed
in the mainly Kurdish southeastern prov-
inces and also in western Turkey, in cir-
cumstances which suggested that they had
been extrajudicially executed by members

TUNISIA/TURKEY

of the security forces. A death sentence
was approved by a parliamentary judicial
commission, the first such approval since
1984. An armed opposition group was re-
sponsible for more than 200 apparently
deliberate and arbitrary killings of prison-
ers and other non-combatants.

Following the death of President Turgut
Ozal in April, Siileyman Demirel became
President. He was succeeded as Prime
Minister by Tansu Ciller.

State of emergency legislation was in
force throughout the year in 10 southeast-
ern provinces, where the nine-year-long
conflict between government forces and
the secessionist guerrillas of the Partiya
Karkeren Kurdistan (pkk), Kurdish Work-
ers' Party, grew fiercer in intensity. Over
4,500 people, including civilians, were
killed during the year.

In November the uN Committee against
Torture published a report after a three-
year investigation which concluded that
“the existence of torture in Turkey cannot
be denied"”.

Hundreds of people suspected of sup-
porting Kurdish separatism were arrested,
many of them at public meetings and
demonstrations, and held for hours or days
in police custody as prisoners of con-
science. Most were released uncondition-
ally or after being charged under various
articles of the Turkish Penal Code (TPC).
Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law, which
outlaws any advocacy of separatism, was
increasingly used to prosecute and im-
prison people for the peaceful expression
of their opinions. In July Kurdish writer
Edip Polat began a two-year prison sen-
tence. He had been convicted by Ankara
State Security Court under Article 8 for
publishing memoirs of his imprisonment
in Diyarbakir during the mid-1980s. In
September a warrant was issued for the ar-
rest of 24 representatives of associations,
trade unions and publications in Diyar-
bakir for allegedly expressing separatist
views in a joint public statement they had
made about the human rights situation in
southeastern Turkey. Subsequently, Sadik
Yagar, Hanifi Yildirim, Mehmet Tekin and
Veysi Varli were arrested and remanded in
custody. Their trial had not concluded by
the end of the year.

Torture by police or gendarmes (soldiers
carrying out police duties in rural areas)
continued to be reported from all parts of
Turkey, particularly the major cities and
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the southeast. Detainees suspected of links
with illegal armed organizations were held
for up to 30 days in incommunicado deten-
tion, unprotected by even the most basic
safeguards against torture. In July Mithk
Olmez was detained in the street by plain-
clothes police belonging to the Anti-Terror
Branch. He was interrogated at Istanbul Po-
lice Headquarters for allegedly assisting the
PKK: he said he was hung by the arms,
given electric shocks to his fingers, tongue
and penis, and had a truncheon repeatedly
forced into his anus. As a result, his arms
became partially paralysed. A medical ex-
amination two weeks later, by the State
Forensic Medicine Institute, found injuries
consistent with his allegations. His sister,
Yildiz Olmez, who was detained the same
day, was allegedly tortured by being given
electric shocks to her fingers and nipples;
dragged around by the hair; forced to stand
on one leg; sexually assaulted; and sus-
pended in a crucifix position.

There were at least 24 deaths in custody
apparently as a result of torture. Those who
died included criminal suspects and
people detained on suspicion of involve-
ment with armed political organizations.
Yiicel Dolan was detained in Hazro, Di-
yarbakir province, in July. He was sent to
Diyarbakir Gendarmerie Headquarters for
interrogation. The same evening his father,
Resul Dolan, the mayor of Hazro, was told
that he was unwell. Two days later Resul
Dolan found his son’s body in the morgue
of the state hospital, where it had been de-
livered by the gendarmerie. There was
evidence of beating on the shins and feet,
of a blow to the back of the head and of
electric shock torture. There were also said
to be injuries to the genitals. However, the
family was told by the State Security Prose-
cutor that Yiicel Dolan had died of a heart
attack, although no autopsy report had
been made available by the end of the year.

Baki Erdogan was detained in August
and interrogated at Aydin Police Head-
quarters for alleged membership of the
illegal armed organization Devrimci Sol,
Revolutionary Left. He died three days
later, although this was apparently covered
up for more than 24 hours. An autopsy re-
port prepared by the local prosecutor and
two medical practitioners described exten-
sive wounds, but stated that Baki Erdogan
had died from tuberculosis and not as a
result of the wounds. The Turkish Medical
Council stated that the marks on his body

were consistent with his having received
electric shocks, being hung up by the
wrists and subjected to falaka (beating on
the soles of the feet). However, there was
no official investigation into his death or
that of Yiicel Dolan and no action was
taken against those responsible for their
torture by the end of the year.

There were also reports of ill-treatment
of inmates in prisons. Most related to occa-
sions when police or gendarmes entered
prisons during hunger-strikes and other
protests by prisoners, or when prisoners
were travelling to or from court in the cus-
tody of gendarmes. In February police and
gendarmes entered wards in the hospital
wing of Diyarbakir E-type prison and re-
portedly beat hunger-striking prisoners
with sticks and truncheons. Seventy pris-
oners were treated in hospital for their in-
juries, including Miifit Eren, whose leg had
been fractured; Hatip Karaaslan, who had
an arm broken; and Emin Bahgeci, who
sustained serious head wounds.

At least 26 people were reported to have
“disappeared” in custody. In August Aysel
Malkag, a journalist for the newspaper
Ozgiir Giindem (Free Agenda), “disap-
peared” shortly after leaving the premises
of the newspaper in the Kumkap: district
of Istanbul. According to the newspaper,
eye-witnesses saw her being detained in
the street, apparently by plainclothes po-
lice officers, but the Istanbul police author-
ities denied holding her. Another detainee
reported having seen Aysel Malkag at the
Anti-Terror Branch of Istanbul Police
Headquarters one or two days after her
“disappearance” and stated that she ap-
peared exhausted and had difficulty in
walking. Since mid-1992, 11 journalists
and distributors of the newspaper have
been killed in circumstances giving rise to
allegations of security force involvement.

Hundreds of people were victims of
political killings, many in circumstances
which suggested that they may have been
victims of extrajudicial executions. Those
targeted included journalists, members of
the Demokrasi Partisi (DEP), Democracy
Party, which campaigns for political rights
for the Kurdish minority, and people who
had been imprisoned for or interrogated
about separatist offences, or whose relat-
ives had joined the pkk’s guerrillas. Ferhat
Tepe, a journalist for Ozgiir Giindem, was
abducted in Bitlis in July, reportedly by a
man carrying a two-way radio, shortly after



police had been looking for him at the of-
fice of his father, isak Tepe, chairman of
the Bitlis branch of the DEP. Subsequently,
Isak Tepe reportedly received telephone
calls from a person who said he was a
member of the Tiirk Osmanli Intikam
Tugay, Turkish Ottoman Revenge Brigade,
and whose voice reportedly resembled that
of a local gendarmerie commander known
to be critical of the DEP. isak Tepe asked the
police to investigate the gendarmerie com-
mander, but was apparently told that the
police could not interfere with the military
authorities. Ferhat Tepe's body was found
in a lake 360 kilometres away and buried
as an “unknown person”, although the case
received wide publicity and the police had
photographs of him. His body was ex-
humed and delivered to the family. A full
autopsy was never carried out, but his
father said that there were marks of torture
on the body.

In September Mehmet Sincar, a DEP
member of parliament, and Metin
Ozdemir, a local DEP official, were shot
dead by three gunmen in broad daylight in
a street in Batman. They had just attended
the funeral of Habib Kilig, chairman of the
local branch of the pep, who had been
killed in a similar attack. Heavy police sur-
veillance was lifted hours before the kill-
ing. Six days later Mehmet Sincar’s family
home in Kiziltepe, Mardin province, where
mourners were gathered for his funeral,
was attacked with a bomb. The assailants
were not captured in spite of a heavy
police presence around the house and
throughout the town.

There were many credible allegations
that security forces fired indiscriminately
at the houses of unarmed civilians follow-
ing clashes with pkk guerrillas in south-
eastern Turkey - particularly when
members of the security forces had been
killed in such clashes. During August, Sep-
tember and October such incidents oc-
curred in Yiiksekova in Hakkari province;
Cizre, Cukurca and Dargegit in Sirnak
province; Sason in Batman province; and
Lice in Diyarbakir province; resulting in
more than 40 deaths. In October, 12 hours
after an operation in which one guerrilla
and a gendarmerie officer were killed in
Altinova, Musg province, a large body of
gendarmes returned to the town and alleg-
edly burned 30 houses, apparently select-
ing in particular families whose sons or
daughters had left to join the Pkk. Animals

TURKEY

were killed and burned, together with
foodstuffs and fodder. Inflammable mater-
ial was thrown into the house of Nasir
Ogiit — who died in the flames together
with his wife and six children.

There were also allegations of extraju-
dicial executions in Istanbul and Ankara,
the capital, in the course of police opera-
tions against the armed opposition group,
Devrimci Sol. In August police from the
Anti-Terror Branch of Istanbul Police
Headquarters shot Mehmet Salgin, Hakan
Kasa, Nebi Akyiirek, 16-year-old Sabri
Atilmig and Selma Citak at a café in the
Okmeydam district of the city. The police
announced that those killed were armed
members of Devrimci Sol who had fired on
security forces. However, it appeared that
no such clash had actually taken place,

and one witness reported that Selma Citak,

the cashier at the café, had attempted to
surrender.

In November the Judicial Commission
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly
(TBmMM) approved the sentence of death
passed on Seyfettin Uzundiz, convicted of
murder during the course of a robbery.
This was the first such approval since
1984. At the end of the year the sentence
was still awaiting ratification by the gen-
eral assembly of the TBMM.

PKK guerrillas were responsible for over
200 deliberate and arbitrary killings. The
victims included children, teachers, local
politicians and other civilians; most of
those killed were village guards and their
families, and people suspected of collab-
orating with the security forces. In May a
unilateral cease-fire called by the pkk came
to an end when guerrillas abducted and
killed 32 unarmed members of the security
forces and four civilians near Bingol. In
August pkk guerrillas killed nine people
whom they had taken prisoner from the
village of Yoncalibayir, Elaz) province. In
October they killed 35 prisoners, including
two juveniles, in the Cat district of Erzu-
rum.

Amnesty International condemned
these grave abuses and in June publicly
urged the PKkk to cease executions and other
abuses. Amnesty International called on
the leadership of the Pkk to ensure that all
pkk forces were instructed to respect
human rights and basic international
humanitarian standards.

In July Amnesty International published
a report, Turkey: Escalation in human
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rights abuses against Kurdish villagers. The
organization appealed for the release of
prisoners of conscience; urged the gov-
ernment to initiate full and impartial in-
vestigations into allegations of torture,
extrajudicial executions and “disappear-
ances”; and called on both sides in the
conflict in the southeast to abide by
internationally accepted human rights and
humanitarian standards. In October an
Amnesty International delegate observed a
court hearing in Istanbul of an action to
close the Istanbul branch of the indepen-
dent Turkish Human Rights Association.
The trial concluded in December with an
acquittal.

In an oral statement to the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in February
Amnesty International included reference
to its concerns about extrajudicial execu-
tions and “disappearances” in Turkey.

TURKMENISTAN

Py e .
WS L s

At least five government opponents were
detained briefly by police to prevent
them meeting visiting foreign dignitaries;
they were prisoners of conscience. A gov-
ernment opponent detained on criminal
charges was a possible prisoner of con-
science. At least one person was believed
to have been executed. A national of
Tadzhikistan was forcibly repatriated: he
was detained and reportedly tortured after
his return to Tadzhikistan.

At least three opposition political activ-
ists were taken into police custody on 20
April and held for several hours to prevent
them attending a meeting to discuss
human rights with a delegation from the
Conference on Security and Co-operation

in Europe. Nurberdi Nurmamedov and Ak-
Mukhammed Velsapar of the non-violent
opposition Agzybirlik organization, both
former prisoners of conscience (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993), and
Murad Divanayev, of the unregistered op-
position Democratic Party, were arrested
at their homes in the capital, Ashgabat,
and held at police stations for the
duration of the scheduled meeting. On 18
August Nurberdi Nurmamedov, Aman
Goshayev (also an Agzybirlik member)
and Mukhamedmurat Salamatov, a former
editor of an independent newspaper,
were held in police custody for the dura-
tion of a brief visit to Ashgabat by a us
congressman. Four Agzybirlik members —
Ak-Mukhammed Velsapar, Khudayberdi
Khalli, Yusup Kadyrov and Mamed Sakha-
tov — were arrested and held briefly for
questioning after they met the congress-
man. All were prisoners of conscience.

In August Karadzha Karadzhayev was
arrested on charges of embezzlement and
slander which unofficial sources claimed
were fabricated to punish him for opposi-
tion activities. He was tried in December
and sentenced to three years' imprison-
ment, but was immediately released under
an amnesty.

At least one person was believed to
havebeen executed in 1993 for murder.

Mirbobo Mirrakhimov, a broadcasting
executive who had fled Tadzhikistan, was
arrested in January in Ashgabat, reportedly
by Turkmen law enforcement officials. He
was forcibly returned to Tadzhikistan. He
was detained upon arrival in Tadzhikistan
and was reported to have been severely
beaten (see Tadzhikistan entry).

Amnesty International called on the
government headed by President Saparmu-
rad Niyazov to stop placing government
opponents in short-term detention to pre-
vent them exercising their fundamental
human rights. It sought further information
about the charges against Karadzha
Karadzhayev. The organization continued
to urge the authorities to abolish the death
penalty. In March Amnesty International
wrote to the Minister of Internal Affairs ex-
pressing concern about the forcible return
of Mirbobo Mirrakhimov to Tadzhikistan.

In November Amnesty International
published a report, Turkmenistan: A sum-
mary of concerns about prisoners of
conscience, illtreatment and the death
penalty.



Journalists held briefly on sedition charges
were prisoners of conscience. Treason
charges against more than 30 prisoners,
including possible prisoners of conscience,
were dropped. Dozens of uncharged po-
litical prisoners were freed. Criminal
charges were brought against others, but
there were long delays in bringing them
to trial. At least 30 suspected opponents
of the government were briefly detained
during military operations. There were
reports of torture and ill-treatment of
prisoners; in at least four cases the victims
died. Prison conditions in some prisons
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. The courts continued to impose
sentences of caning. Members of the secur-
ity forces were reportedly responsible for
extrajudicial executions. At least 14 death
sentences were passed and the Supreme
Court confirmed seven death sentences. At
least nine prisoners were hanged.

The scale of armed opposition to the
government of President Yoweri Museveni
in the north and the east continued to de-
cline. This led to a reduction in military
counter-insurgency operations and a con-
sequent decline in human rights violations
by the National Resistance Army (NRA).
Rebel groups were responsible for human
rights abuses.

The government continued to show re-
luctance to investigate human rights vi-
olations by NRA troops in rural areas. A
commission of inquiry established in early
1989 into violations in Gulu District again
appeared to have fallen into abeyance (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). In
September villagers and former victims of
human rights violations that took place

UGANDA

around Odudui and Dakabela in eastern
Uganda in 1989 renewed demands that the
soldiers responsible be brought to justice.
The authorities were not known to have
taken any action in response.

In one important case, however, two
NRA soldiers were tried on charges arising
from the deaths of 69 detainees at Mukura
in Kumi District in July 1989 (see Amnesty
International Report 1990). The soldiers,
who had been arrested in May 1992 after a
long period of official inaction, were de-
tained without charge until April when 47
counts of murder were brought against
them in the General Court-Martial. In No-
vember they were acquitted of murder, but
one, Captain George Oduch, was sentenced
to five years' imprisonment for “failure to
execute his duties”. The trial, which re-
vealed significant inadequacies in the
army’s systems for carrying out investiga-
tions, implicated at least one other officer
in the murder of the detainees. He had
been detained in military custody until
1990 when he reportedly escaped.

In March the government announced
the establishment of a judicial commission
of inquiry into the administration of just-
ice. The inquiry, which heard evidence
relating to the mismanagement of invest-
igations, prosecutions and trials in crim-
inal cases, had not concluded by the end of
the year.

In October the authorities brought sedi-
tion charges against three journalists who
were held briefly as prisoners of con-
science before being granted bail. Teddy
Sseze Cheeye, editor of the Uganda Confi-
dential newsletter, was detained for five
days before being granted bail on charges
of publishing and printing seditious mater-
ial in an article alleging that senior govern-
ment officials were guilty of nepotism in
public appointments. In December he
faced further sedition charges relating to an
article published in August alleging that
Janet Museveni, the President’s wife, was
implicated in a murder.

In October Hussein Musa Njuki, editor-
in-chief of The Shariat newspaper, and
Haruna Kanabi, a sub-editor on the paper,
were held respectively for 11 days and
nearly three weeks before being bailed on
sedition charges after The Shariat carried
an article criticizing the government and
accusing government ministers of double
standards. None of the three journalists
had been tried by the end of the year.
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There was, however, a reduction in the
number of prisoners known to be facing
the capital charge of treason. Treason
charges preclude the granting of bail for
480 days and had been misused since 1988
to hold suspected government opponents
for long periods without bringing them to
trial (see Amnesty International Report
1993). Over 30 prisoners, among them
possible prisoners of conscience who had
been held for over three years, were re-
leased during the year after treason charges
against them were dropped. In August, for
example, the Minister of State for Defence
announced that Martin Okello and eight
other soldiers had been freed from military
custody and would not face trial because
“their human rights had been grossly
abused by their long detention without
trial”. Detained in January 1990, the
nine had been held without charge until
March 1991 when they were charged with
treason.

The authorities also reduced the num-
ber of political prisoners detained without
charge by freeing dozens and bringing
criminal charges against others. However,
in at least one case in June treason charges
were brought against a prisoner, Sergeant
Kabanda, who had already been held for
three years in military custody without
charge or trial. He had not been tried by the
end of the year. In February long delays in
bringing soldiers to trial, many of them
charged with capital offences, led to a riot
in Luzira prison in which four prisoners
were killed.

There were new arrests during military
operations in eastern Uganda. In June, fol-
lowing attacks by the armed opposition
Uganda People’s Army (upA) around
Kachumbala in Kumi District, NRA soldiers
briefly detained over 30 civilians, includ-
ing children and elderly people. There
were reports that some of those held were
beaten but all were released after a few
days.

In August over a dozen villagers from
around Kanyum in Kumi District were
briefly detained by NRA soldiers searching
for the killers of a local official. The sol-
diers, who reportedly caned each of the
men before releasing them, returned to
the village the next day and bound Sam
Esele in the manner known as kandooya
or “three-piece” tying, a practice officially
outlawed within the NRrA, before caning
him and setting him free. The authorities

were not known to have taken any action
against the soldiers.

There were several other reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment by soldiers, members
of paramilitary Local Defence Units (LDUS),
police and prison officers. In some cases
those reportedly responsible were arrested
and charged but in others no action ap-
peared to be taken. For example, in March
a military intelligence officer in West Nile
confined three men in a pit in a barracks
near Koboko for five hours before beating
them and setting them free. The incident
was reported to local officials but they ap-
parently took no action. There were several
reports of NRA soldiers beating criminal
suspects. In August a man was flogged to
death by soldiers in Kalaki barracks in Pal-
lisa for alleged gun-running. The local po-
lice arrested both NRA and LDU personnel
who were then forcibly freed by soldiers
from Kalaki barracks. In this case the au-
thorities ordered the arrest of both the sol-
diers involved in the original incident and
those who had freed them. In November
the authorities arrested three NRA soldiers
in Kabale after they deliberately burned a
man in their custody.

There were widespread reports of police
officers beating criminal suspects in what
appeared to be a country-wide pattern. For
example, in March 13 civilians suspected
of murder were beaten by police at Aloi in
Lira District. The commander of the police
post, who threatened to detain journalists
who learned about the incident, was sub-
sequently arrested. It was not known if any
other action was taken.

Torture and harsh prison conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, including grossly inadequate
food supplies, reportedly led to the deaths
of convicted criminal prisoners. For ex-
ample, four prisoners reportedly died in
Masafu prison in eastern Uganda — two in
July and the others in August and Septem-
ber — where prison guards were also report-
ed to have regularly beaten and tortured
prisoners. Prison deaths in Kabarole in
western Uganda, initially reported in July,
led district officials to visit prisons in De-
cember. They reported that prisoners, who
were being kept virtually naked in “ap-
palling conditions”, were malnourished
and were receiving inadequate medical
care. It was not clear if official investi-
gations were conducted into individual
deaths.




Courts at all levels — the High Court,
magistrates courts and Resistance Com-
mittee (RC) courts — continued to impose
sentences of caning for a wide variety
of criminal offences including theft, at-
tempted rape and giving false information
to the police. Caning, which is provided
for in the Penal Code, constitutes a cruel,
inhuman or degrading punishment. The
sentences passed down by RC courts, com-
posed of locally elected councillors with
no legal training, were particularly heavy.
An 80-year-old widow from Namuganga re-
ceived 10 strokes of the cane for stealing a
hen in September.

With the decline in military activity in
rural areas there was a reduction in the
number of extrajudicial executions com-
pared with previous years. However, in
September, four suspected car thieves who
were shot dead by NRaA soldiers at Namanve
near Kampala, appeared to be victims of
extrajudicial execution. The accounts of
witnesses raised fears that the killings were
part of a “shoot-to-kill” warning to deter
other car thieves. Although a police in-
vestigation opened immediately, there had
been no arrests by the end of the year.

In March, nine men convicted of mur-
der in previous years were hanged in
Luzira prison. The Supreme Court dis-
missed the appeals of seven other prison-
ers who had been sentenced to death for
treason, murder and aggravated robbery,
while the High Court condemned at least
10 to death for a variety of offences, includ-
ing treason. A man condemned to death in
March had spent nearly nine years in
prison on remand. The General Court-
Martial sentenced four NRA soldiers to
death for robbery with violence.

Armed opponents of the government ab-
ducted civilians and government officials
and committed rape and deliberate and ar-
bitrary killings. The District Administrator
of Nebbi District was abducted in March by
insurgents belonging to the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army who held him for two weeks in
Gulu District and then set him free. Ado-
lescent girls were particularly at risk of ab-
duction by insurgents who often then
raped them.

In April, five girls were abducted and
raped by UPA insurgents in Kumi District;
two were freed by NRA troops. Nine Rc offi-
cials and villagers were deliberately killed
by uPA insurgents in Kumi District in Janu-
ary, March and July. In the incident in July

UGANDA/UKRAINE

insurgents surrounded a funeral in
Kanyum and picked out six men who they
then shot dead. Amnesty International con-
demned the abuses of human rights by
armed opposition groups and urged them
to abide by basic humanitarian standards.
During the year Amnesty International
urged the government to review the cases
of those charged with treason and to mount
impartial and prompt investigations into
reported extrajudicial executions. In May
Amnesty International published a report,
Uganda: The death penalty — a barrier to
improving human rights, which expressed
grave concern about the execution of nine
men convicted of criminal offences and
urged the abolition of the death penalty. In
September the Minister of State for De-
fence announced that a review had been
ordered of the cases of individuals, be-
lieved to number over 100, sentenced to
death by army tribunals in previous years,
because such courts were “illegal and in-
competent” to try death penalty cases.

UKRAINE

At least 78 people were sentenced to
death, and at least one person was known
to have been executed.

Tensions between parliament and the
government over the pace of reforms con-
tinued. In September President Leonid
Kravchuk took over direct control of the
government after Prime Minister Leonid
Kuchma and his cabinet resigned. New
elections for both parliament and president
were called for 1994.

A new draft constitution was published
for discussion in October. It proposed,
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among other things, limiting the applica-
tion of the death penalty to premeditated
murder only.

In December the Interior Ministry
announced that 78 people had been
sentenced to death by the Supreme Court
during the year for premeditated, aggra-
vated murder. However, no figures were
given for the four other crimes which cur-
rently carry a possible death sentence, and
no details were provided on the number of
executions or commutations for 1993.

At least one execution came to light
through unofficial sources, although the
true figure was believed to be much higher.
Aleksandr Yepikov had been sentenced to
death for murder by a court in Donetsk on
29 January. His appeal was turned down
by the Supreme Court on 15 May, but the
exact date of execution was not known.

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to commute all death sentences and to
publish comprehensive statistics on the ap-
plication of the death penalty, in line with
international recommendations.

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

Four prisoners of conscience, all Indian
nationals, continued to serve sentences
imposed for allegedly insulting Islam,
while six others, also Indian nationals,
were released pending an appeal. Three
foreign nationals, arrested for alleged anti-
Islamic activities, also appeared to be pris-
oners of conscience. Two people were
reportedly sentenced to the amputation of
a hand and a foot. Two death sentences
were confirmed by the Supreme Court and
at least 11 people were executed.

Four prisoners of conscience, all Indian
nationals resident in the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE), remained in prison on account
of their involvement in a play staged at the
premises of the Indian Association in Shar-
jah in May 1992. The play was considered
by the authorities to be insulting to Islam
and to the prophets Mohammad and Jesus
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).
The Court of Appeal confirmed the sen-
tences of six years’ imprisonment followed
by deportation on two of the four, but in
the other two cases — those of Monoy
Mathews, the director of the play, and
Kallarakkal Joseph Francis, an actor — it in-
creased the term of imprisonment to 10
years, also to be followed by deportation.
However, the Court of Appeal freed six
others who had been arrested and sen-
tenced with the four, and they remained at
liberty although the Public Prosecutor’s
Office lodged an appeal against the Appeal
Court’s decision.

In May Shara Damkar, also an Indian
national, was reportedly detained in Dubai
in connection with alleged “auii-Islamic”
activities after video cassettes, books and
pamphlets promoting Hinduism were al-
legedly found in his possession. However,
no further information about his case was
available by the end of the year.

A British national and an Iranian na-
tional, both Christians, were reportedly ar-
rested in separate cases for proselytizing.
The former was reportedly sentenced to six
months' imprisonment, but no information
was available about the latter.

According to press reports, a UAE na-
tional and a Pakistani national were each
sentenced in March to cross-limb amputa-
tion (the amputation of a hand and foot
from opposite sides of the body) in the
emirate of Fujairah after being convicted of
piracy. It was not known whether the sen-
tences were carried out.

At least 11 people were executed. A
Bangladeshi national, who had been con-
victed of a murder in 1992, was executed
in January. His sentence had been con-
firmed by the Supreme Court and then by
the President of the uAE, al-Shaikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahayan. In May three UAE
nationals and an Indian national were re-
portedly executed. In November five In-
dian nationals and a Pakistani national
were also reported to have been executed,
all for murder. The six executions in
November were reportedly carried out in



Sharjah Central Prison.

In April the Supreme Court upheld the
death sentences on two men who had been
convicted by an Abu Dhabi court in July
1992 on charges of kidnapping and rape. It
was not known whether the executions
were carried out.

The Supreme Court upheld a further
death sentence in December on a Yemeni
national, Mashal Badr al-Hamati, who had
been convicted of murder by a court in
Abu Dhabi in 1991. He was 17 years old at
the time of the offence. The case then
passed to President al-Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahayan for final confirmation.
The prisoner had not been executed by the
end of the year.

Amnesty International urged President
al-Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan to
commute all death sentences and called for
punishments such as amputation and flog-
ging to be replaced with an alternative
form of punishment which does not
amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Amnesty International also
called for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all prisoners of con-
science. The organization received a
detailed response from the Ministry of In-
formation and Culture concerning the In-
dian prisoners of conscience. This insisted
that freedom of religious belief and wor-
ship are guaranteed in the UAEg, but added
that “it is the objective of our legal system
that the practising of one fundamental
human freedom does not impinge upon the
practising of another.” The Government of
Sharjah also responded stating that “Blas-
phemy is an offence in this country and
since the cases of the 10 Indians have been
thrashed out in the courts of the land, we
see no point in discussing this matter any
further.”

UNITED KINGDOM

Possibly unfair trials took place in North-
ern Ireland on the basis of uncorroborated
confessions. Several people who were de-
tained for deportation were ill-treated; one
woman died as a consequence. Soldiers
involved in disputed killings in Northern
Ireland were brought to trial. Armed
groups deliberately and arbitrarily killed
civilians.
The level

of violence increased in
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Northern Ireland as Republican and Loyal-
ist armed groups carried out torture and
killings: 83 people were killed in Northern
Ireland by armed groups. The predomin-
antly Catholic Republican armed groups,
notably the Irish Republican Army (IrRa),
seek a unification of Northern Ireland with
the Republic of Ireland. This aim is op-
posed by Loyalist armed groups from the
Protestant community, notably the Ulster
Defence Association (UDA) which also acts
under the name of the Ulster Freedom
Fighters (Urr), and the Ulster Volunteer
Force (UVF).

The Royal Commission on Criminal Just-
ice in England and Wales issued its report
in July (see Amnesty International Report
1992). Its recommendations included set-
ting up a new investigative body on mis-
carriages of justice, retaining the right to
silence but with advance disclosure of the
defence case, and tightening up rules on
the admissibility of uncorroborated confes-
sions as evidence.

The government introduced legislation
for England and Wales allowing courts to
draw adverse inferences against defendants
remaining silent during interrogation and
trial. Similar legislation was introduced in
Northern Ireland in 1988 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992).

In May the European Court of Human
Rights upheld the United Kingdom's (uk)
derogation from the provisions of the Euro-
pean Convention which require that de-
tainees are brought promptly before a
judicial authority. In the case of Brannigan
and McBride v. vk, the majority of the
Court concluded that the uk could derogate
from these provisions by authorizing the
detention of people suspected of terrorist
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offences for up to seven days without being
brought before a judge.

Three former police officers charged
with conspiring to pervert the course of
justice in the “Guildford Four” case (see
previous Amnesty International Reports)
were acquitted in May after a jury trial.
The trial of three former police officers
charged with the same offence in relation
to the “Birmingham Six” case (see pre-
vious Amnesty International Reports) was
stopped in October when the judge de-
cided that a fair trial would not be possible
given prejudicial publicity.

In July four police officers were charged
with attempting to pervert the course of
justice in connection with the conviction
in 1986 of four Ulster Defence Regiment
soldiers for the murder of a Catholic ci-
vilian (see Amnesty International Report
1993). The police officers had not been
tried by the end of the year.

In July the Home Secretary ordered the
expulsion to Northern Ireland of John
Matthews immediately after he had been
released from detention when charges of
involvement in a bombing in London were
dropped. The Home Secretary said the
grounds for expulsion were that John
Matthews was “concerned with terrorism".
The process whereby citizens can be ex-
cluded from Great Britain is secret.

Trials took place in Northern Ireland of
young people charged with murder on the
basis of uncorroborated confessions. In July
the trial concluded of five people charged
with murder in connection with the 1991
IRA killing of a police officer in Beech-
mount, Belfast. All five accused alleged
that they had signed confessions after
being subjected to ill-treatment and coer-
cion. After the court heard evidence con-
cerning the first defendant's interrogation,
a deal was reached whereby he was acquit-
ted and the remaining four defendants
were convicted on lesser charges. The four
were released having served two years in
pre-trial detention. Eight people were tried
in connection with a 1991 bomb attack on
the security forces in the Ballymurphy area
of Belfast (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). In March, one of them was
sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment for
attempted murder; the trial of the seven
others had not been concluded by the end
of the year. Amnesty International sent law-
yers to observe proceedings in both trials.

Several people being deported were ill-

treated by police and private security firm
officers. Jamaican-born Joy Gardner died
after she was seized by police for deporta-
tion at her home in August. Tape was
placed over her mouth and a body-belt tied
around her waist restraining her arms
behind her back. An independent post-
mortem found that she had died as a result
of a form of suffocation. The specialist
police deportation unit and the officers
involved were suspended, and the Metro-
politan Police and the Home Office initi-
ated inquiries into the police role in
forcible deportations.

In July the inquest into the 1991 death
in custody of Omasese Lumumba, a Zairian
asylum-seeker, found that he had been un-
lawfully killed as a result of the “use of im-
proper methods and excessive force in the
process of control and restraint” by Lon-
don prison officers. No disciplinary or
criminal proceedings were brought against
any of the prison officers involved.

During the year action was taken in re-
lation to killings or attempted killings by
soldiers in 1993 and previous years. In
October a soldier was charged with the at-
tempted murder that month of a mourner
at the house of an IRA man who had blown
himself up during a bomb attack in Belfast.

In June, one soldier was convicted of
the murder of Karen Reilly and another
soldier of the attempted murder of Martin
Peake in September 1990 (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1992). The trial in No-
vember of two soldiers charged with the
1990 murder of Fergal Caraher and the at-
tempted murder of Miceédl Caraher resulted
in acquittals (see Amnesty International
Report 1991). An Amnesty International
delegate attended part of the trial.

The inquest into the 1986 death of Sea-
mus McElwaine found that he had been
shot dead by soldiers of the Special Air
Service (sAs) regiment. The inquest found
that he had been wounded and incapa-
citated, questioned by the soldiers, then,
within five minutes, shot dead. The Dir-
ector of Public Prosecutions requested a
full report from the police. No prosecutions
had been brought by the end of the year.

The inquest into the deaths of John Mc-
Neill, Peter Thompson and Edward Hale,
who were killed by undercover soldiers in
1990 (see Amnesty International Report
1991), began in April, but was postponed
after legal challenges were made against
the government’s issuing of Public Interest




Immunity Certificates. These certificates
would have allowed army witnesses to
testify behind screens and would have
excluded certain evidence from oral
testimony.

In September the European Commission
on Human Rights declared admissible an
application made by the families of three
IRA members who were shot dead by the
sAs in Gibraltar in 1988. The applicants ar-
gued that Article 2 of the European Con-
vention (the right to life) required states to
adopt clear, detailed rules strictly limiting
the use of lethal force, and that the uk
law was too vague to conform to Article 2.
The applicants also contended that there
should be an effective procedure for estab-
lishing the full facts but that the inquest
procedure was inadequate.

The Northern Ireland authorities re-
called Chief Constable John Stevens to in-
vestigate further alleged collusion between
the security forces and Loyalist paramili-
taries; the allegations had emerged during
the 1992 trial of a military intelligence of-
ficer, Brian Nelson (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1991 and 1993).

Karamijit Singh Chahal, a Sikh asylum-
seeker, remained in prison challenging a
deportation order to India issued on “na-
tional security” grounds (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1992). He had been
detained without charge since August
1990.

Armed groups carried out deliberate
and arbitrary killings and acts of torture.
Loyalist armed groups claimed responsi-
bility for killing 48 people, including
42 Catholic civilians. In January Patrick
Shields and his son, Diarmuid, were shot
dead and another son wounded in a UVF at-
tack on their home. In August Sean Lavery,
the son of a prominent member of Sinn
Féin (widely considered to be the political
wing of the Ira), was shot dead in the fam-
ily home by the UDA/UFF. In September the
UVF shot dead Jim Peacock, a prison officer.
In October, seven people were killed and
11 injured when UDA/UFF gunmen sprayed
machine-gun fire into a crowded pub.
Fifty-seven men were hospitalized after
being shot in the limbs as punishment;
others were beaten.

Republican armed groups claimed re-
sponsibility for the killing in Northern Ire-
land of 14 members of the security forces
and 21 civilians. In October an IRA bomb
attack on a shop in the predominantly
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Protestant Shankill Road killed nine
Protestants, including two children -
seven-year-old Michelle Baird and 13-year-
old Leanne Murray — and injured over 50
people. The IrA said it killed Aidan Mc-
Govern, a Catholic, in September for sup-
plying building materials to the security
forces. In June the Irish National Liberation
Army killed John Murphy, a Catholic man
who had worked for the Royal Ulster
Constabulary, the Northern Ireland police
force, until 1991. Three civilians were
killed in IRA bomb attacks in England, in-
cluding three-year-old Johnathan Ball and
12-year-old Tim Parry in Warrington in
March. Armed Republican groups also
carried out punishment beatings and shot
27 men in the limbs. For example, Damian
McCartan and Edward Kane were shot and
maimed by the IRA. Others were forced to
leave Northern Ireland under threat.

In February Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Northern Ireland: The
Right of Silence, which documented con-
cerns about the application of the Criminal
Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1988
and urged its repeal. In July Amnesty Inter-
national published Northern Ireland: Fair
trial concerns in Casement Park trials,
about the trials of 41 people charged in
connection with the murder of two soldiers
during a funeral in Belfast in March 1988.
It said that a wide-ranging independent in-
quiry should examine the cases of all those
convicted in the Casement Park trials (see
Amnesty International Report 1993). It also
urged the government to refer immediately
the cases of Patrick Kane, Michael Tim-
mons and Sean Kelly to an appropriate ju-
dicial authority for further review.

Also in July Amnesty International
wrote to the Home Secretary expressing
concern that his labelling of John
Matthews as a terrorist, based on secret in-
formation which could not be refuted,
could make John Matthews a target for
Loyalist armed groups in Northern Ireland.

In August Amnesty International urged
the government to initiate an independent
inquiry into the treatment of people being
detained for deportation, as well as into the
circumstances of the death of Joy Gardner,
and the alleged ill-treatment of deportee
Dorothy Nwokedi.

In November Amnesty International
published United Kingdom: Unlawful kill-
ing of detained asylum-seeker Omasese Lu-
mumba, which called for an independent
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inquiry into his death. The report also ex-
pressed concern about the government’s
handling of asylum claims and the deten-
tion of asylum-seekers, and urged the gov-
ernment to implement a series of specific
recommendations.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment not to forcibly deport Karamijit
Singh Chahal to India where he would be
at risk of serious human rights violations.

Amnesty International submitted its
comments to the government on Draft
Codes of Practice on the detention, treat-
ment and interrogation procedures for sus-
pects held under emergency legislation in
Northern Ireland, which did not conform
to international standards.

Amnesty International was concerned
that the government’s practice of issuing
Public Interest Immunity Certificates in the
context of inquests in Northern Ireland
was being used to prevent the disclosure
of information that was crucial to a full
examination of killings in suspicious
circumstances.

During the year Amnesty International
publicly condemned human rights abuses
by Republican and Loyalist armed groups
and urged them to abide by minimum hu-
mane standards and to halt deliberate and
arbitrary killings and torture.

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

't

Thirty-eight prisoners were executed,
more than in any other year since execu-
tions resumed in 1977. The victims in-
cluded four juvenile offenders. More than
2,750 prisoners were under sentence of
death in 34 states. There were reports of

torture and ill-treatment by police and
prison officers and a number of officers
were prosecuted.

Thirty-eight prisoners were executed,
bringing the total number of executions
since 1977 to 226. The state of Washington
carried out its first execution for 29 years.
Texas carried out 17 executions. Others
were carried out in Virginia (five); Missouri
(four); Florida (three); Arizona, Delaware
and Georgia (two each); and California and
Louisiana (one each).

Four juvenile offenders were executed
during the year, in violation of interna-
tional standards which prohibit the execu-
tion of people under 18 at the time of the
crime. Curtis Harris, black, and Ruben
Cantu, of Latin American origin, were
executed in Texas in July and August re-
spectively; Frederick Lashley, black, was
executed in Missouri in July (he was the
first juvenile offender to be executed in
Missouri for over 60 years); and Christo-
pher Burger, white, was executed in Geor-
gia on 7 December (the last such execution
in Georgia was in 1957). All were aged 17
at the time of their crimes and came from
acutely deprived backgrounds.

Frederick Lashley and Ruben Cantu
were both represented at their trials by
lawyers who had never handled a death
penalty case before. Curtis Harris and Fred-
erick Lashley were tried before all-white
juries after the prosecutor in each case had
used peremptory challenges to remove all
black prospective jurors.

Curtis Harris' execution took place days
after the us Supreme Court had narrowly
rejected an appeal in another case which
claimed that a statute in force in Texas
from 1976 until 1991 had been unconstitu-
tional because it had not allowed a defend-
ant’s youth to be considered as a separate
mitigating factor at the sentencing stage
of a capital trial. The statute had been
changed in 1991 to allow a broad range of
mitigating factors to be considered, but this
did not apply retroactively to prisoners,
like Curtis Harris, who had been sentenced
earlier.

Frederick Lashley, who had been aban-
doned as a baby, was convicted of the mur-
der of his foster mother while under the
influence of drugs. He had started drinking
heavily when he was 10 and had been sui-
cidal, requiring psychiatric care from an
early age. He had been living on the streets
at the time of the murder. His trial lawyer




later stated: “Frederick’s case was my first
capital murder trial. At that time I had
not received any training in death penalty
litigation.”

In January the us Supreme Court ruled
that there was no constitutional right of ap-
peal based on newly discovered evidence
of innocence, where the original trial was
free from procedural error. The ruling dis-
missed the appeal of Leonel Herrera, who
was subsequently executed in Texas in
May for the murder of a police officer. In
1992 his lawyers had presented new evid-
ence alleging that his brother had commit-
ted the murder, but this was too late to be
considered by the state courts. Three dis-
senting us Supreme Court Justices (out of
nine) argued that “the execution of a per-
son who can show that he is innocent
comes perilously close to simple murder.”

Several prisoners were executed despite
evidence that they were mentally im-
paired. They included Robert Sawyer, who
had a long history of mental illness and
was mentally retarded - information his
trial lawyer had failed to present to the
jury. He was executed in Louisiana in
March.

One prisoner was granted clemency:
Bobby Shaw in Missouri, who also had a
history of mental illness.

There were new allegations of torture
and ill-treatment by police and prison offi-
cers across the country, and several officers
were prosecuted.

In April, two Los Angeles police officers
were convicted of federal civil rights
charges arising out of the beating of black
motorist Rodney King (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1993) and sentenced to 30
months’ imprisonment; two other officers
were acquitted.

In June a Los Angeles police officer was
charged with murder for the killing of John
Daniels Jr, an unarmed black truck driver
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).

In October, two former Detroit police
officers, convicted of murder for the fatal
beating of black motorist Malice Green in
November 1992, were sentenced to prison
terms of up to 18 and 25 years.

Other cases under investigation in-
cluded that of Michael Bryant, black, who
died in police custody in Los Angeles in
March 1993. He was shot with a taser (an
electric stun gun) after falling into a pool,
and then “hogtied” - placed face-down in
restraints with his hands and ankles tied
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together from behind. A coroner found the
cause of death to be acute cocaine intoxica-
tion and asphyxiation from restraint pro-
cedures. There were calls for a review of
restraint procedures after another suspect
died in police custody in Los Angeles in
September after being “hogtied”.

An investigation was also being carried
out into the case of Johnnie Cromartie,
black, who died in police custody of head
and other injuries in New York in May. Re-
ports alleged that two white police officers
repeatedly kicked him while he was lying
face down with his arms handcuffed be-
hind his back.

In February the Chicago Police Board
ordered the dismissal of a former station
commander after finding that he had ill-
treated a suspect in 1982; two others cited
in the March 1992 hearings were sus-
pended (see Amnesty International Reports
1992 and 1993).

Inquiries were conducted by the Treas-
ury and Justice Departments into the hand-
ling of a 51-day stand-off between federal
agents and members of an armed religious
cult, the Branch Davidians, in Waco,
Texas, which ended in a fire in which 75
cult members died, 25 of them children.
Concerns were raised, among other things,
about the use of ¢s gas which Federal Bur-
eau of Investigation (FBI) agents pumped
into the Branch Davidian compound for
several hours during the final assault in
April. The Treasury’s report published in
October was critical of the initial raid on
the compound conducted by the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, in which
several cult members and four federal
agents were killed; however, the Justice De-
partment cleared the fBI of any blame for
events during the siege and the final as-
sault on the compound. Murder and con-
spiracy charges were pending against
several surviving cult members at the end
of the year.

In May the Justice Department began an
investigation into more than 40 deaths in
jails in Mississippi between 1987 and
1993. This followed hearings in Missis-
sippi in April in which civil rights groups
questioned the state rulings of suicide in
all cases, alleging that some of the deaths
were suspicious and accusing jail officials
of abusing inmates. Cases raised at the
hearings included that of Andre Jones, a
black youth found hanged in August 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).
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In December the Justice Department called
for the closure of four Mississippi jails as a
result of its investigation, and condemned
substandard conditions in others that viol-
ated the Constitution. The Justice Depart-
ment was still investigating the inmates’
suicides at the end of the year.

There were allegations of gross medical
neglect amounting to ill-treatment in the
case of Steven Armstrong who died in the
Moberly Correctional Centre, Missouri, in
August. Several inmates alleged that the
prisoner was left naked and without med-
ication in a stripped punishment cell while
suffering repeated epileptic seizures. Al-
though health care management at the
prison had changed since 1992, there had
been previous deaths and allegations of in-
adequate health care at the institution. At
the end of 1993 the prison’s health care
services were still investigating Steven
Armstrong’s medical care.

Hearings began in September in a civil
suit brought by inmates of Pelican Bay
Prison, a maximum security prison in Cali-
fornia. The prisoners alleged a pattern of
cruel treatment, including excessive use of
force, sensory deprivation and denial of ad-
equate medical and psychiatric care (see
Amnesty International Report 1993). The
trial ended in December and judgment was
pending at the end of 1993.

The us Justice Department opened an
investigation into the alleged widespread
sexual abuse by guards of inmates at the
Georgia Women’s Correctional Institution
(cwai). The abuses, which reportedly con-
tinued until they were exposed in a lawsuit
in 1992, included coercion of inmates into
having sex with guards, forcing inmates
into guard-run prostitution rings, and en-
forced abortions. Charges of rape and other
sexual offences were pending against at
least 12 employees and others had been
dismissed from their jobs or transferred by
the end of the year.

Damages were paid to six former in-
mates of the women'’s prison in Maryville,
Ohio, who had been sexually abused by
prison employees in previous years.

In July the Eighth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals rejected an appeal by Leonard Peltier,
a leader of the American Indian Movement
convicted of the murder of two FBI agents
in 1977. His appeal had argued that the
prosecution had conceded since his trial
that it did not know who had killed the
agents and had changed its theory, put

forward at trial, that Leonard Peltier had
actually committed the killings. Other ir-
regularities were also alleged (see previous
Amnesty International Reports).

In June the us Supreme Court upheld
the policy initiated by President George
Bush in May 1992, and subsequently con-
tinued under President Bill Clinton, of
forcibly returning all Haitians intercepted
at sea outside Us territorial waters to Haiti
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).

Amnesty International made numerous
appeals on behalf of prisoners sentenced to
death, urging clemency in all cases. It con-
demned the execution of juvenile offenders
and urged the Clinton administration to
withdraw the us Government’s reservation
to Article 6 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights — one of a
series of international treaty provisions
which prohibit the execution of juveniles.

Amnesty International also expressed
concern about evidence of racial discrim-
ination in the imposition of the death pen-
alty in juvenile cases in Texas: seven of the
eight juvenile offenders on the state’s death
row at the end of the year were black or
of Latin American origin, and there was
marked evidence in some judicial circuits
of gross racial disparities in the sentencing
of young offenders.

The organization also criticized the us
Supreme Court's ruling in the case of
Leonel Herrera (see above).

In April Amnesty International wrote to
the us Attorney General about the Waco,
Texas, incident. The organization ex-
pressed concern about the use of cs gas,
which it pointed out could be lethal if used
in massive quantities in occupied areas. It
called for official inquiries to examine
whether the action taken by law enforce-
ment officials was in line with interna-
tional standards, including the un Code of
Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials.

In June Amnesty International wrote to
the us Justice Department welcoming its
decision to investigate the alleged suicides
in Mississippi jails, and referring to con-
cerns it had raised in 1991 about alleged
assaults of inmates at the Harrison County
Jail, Mississippi.

Amnesty International wrote to the
authorities about other allegations of ill-
treatment in police custody or prisons,
including the death of Johnnie Cromartie
in New York; the allegations of medical
neglect at the Moberly Correctional Centre




in Missouri; and the alleged long-standing
sexual abuse of inmates at the gwcl.

In February Amnesty International told
the Justice Department it remained con-
cerned by abuses of some inmates at the
Montana State Penitentiary during the
quelling by guards of a riot in September
1991 (see Amnesty International Report
1993). A number of Native Americans were
among those allegedly ill-treated.

Amnesty International wrote to the Cali-
fornia authorities about its concerns in the
case of Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt, a former
leader of the Black Panther Party serving a
life sentence in California (see previous
Amnesty International Reports).

In June Amnesty International wrote to
the Governor of Illinois to inquire about al-
leged irregularities in the manner in which
Manuel Salazar, a us citizen of Mexican
origin, was returned from Mexico to stand
trial on a capital charge in the usa, where
he was subsequently sentenced to death.
The organization was still seeking clarifica-
tion at the end of the year.

In recommendations to the Executive
Committee of the un High Commissioner
for Refugees, Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern about the us policy of
forcibly returning all Haitian asylum-
seekers directly to their country, without
the possibility of having their cases heard.

URUGUAY
=

There were new cases of ill-treatment of
detainees and prisoners, including chil-
dren held in a remand prison. A man was
shot dead by police on arrest. Three mem-
bers of a former armed opposition group
were killed in suspicious circumstances.
The authorities again failed to take any
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steps to clarify the fate of those who “dis-
appeared” during the period of military
rule or to bring to justice those responsible
for human rights violations at that time.

In June the Head of Military Intelligence
was transferred from his post following al-
legations that military personnel had been
responsible for the abduction in 1992
and possible “disappearance” of Eugenio
Berrios, a former Chilean military agent
who left Chile in 1991 when summoned to
appear in court in connection with the
1976 killing of former Chilean Foreign
Minister Orlando Letelier. Although invest-
igations were opened before the civilian
courts, at the end of the year the where-
abouts of Eugenio Berrios had not been
clarified.

Ill-treatment by police appeared to be
frequent in poor areas of the capital, Mon-
tevideo, and other cities. A young man de-
tained in March in the 3rd District police
station of Montevideo was tortured with
electric prods to make him confess to 14
counts of robbery. A judge confirmed the
injuries and two electric prods were seized
from the police station. Four police officers
were later charged with abuse of authority
and with inflicting injuries.

In other cases, those responsible for
torture or ill-treatment were not brought
to justice. In January a disabled man suf-
fered a fractured jaw after reportedly being
beaten and subjected to a mock execution
at the 4th District police station in the
department of Canelones. In August in
the Police Headquarters in Montevideo, a
young man was allegedly hooded, beaten
and tortured with electric shocks in order
to make him confess to a theft: on his re-
lease, a policeman warned him against
reporting the incident.

There were reports of ill-treatment of
prisoners in Libertad maximum security
prison, near Montevideo. Judges from the
Supreme Court who visited the prison in
June and July reported that conditions
were deplorable and provided forensic
evidence of beatings of prisoners which
was submitted to the Minister of the Inte-
rior. Similar information was given to the
parliamentary Human Rights Commission
by a group of public defence lawyers and
also in a report published in August by a
non-governmental working group estab-
lished to study the country’s prison system.

Judicial investigations were initiated
after allegations that in March children
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held at the Miguelete remand home had
been beaten by guards. Fourteen of the 18
children examined bore marks of beatings
and three were hospitalized. The director
and five police officers were convicted of
inflicting serious personal injuries in con-
nection with the incident and the home
was closed. In July the Instituto Nacional
del Menor, National Children’s Institute,
which ran Miguelete, was ordered to pay
compensation to the family of Rafael Berén
Charquero, a 16-year-old who committed
suicide allegedly after being ill-treated
there in 1991 (see Amnesty International
Reports 1992 and 1993).

Hugo César Almeida Figueroa was shot
dead by police after being arrested in con-
nection with a neighbourhood dispute in
La Chacarita, a shanty town of Montevideo.
Neighbours who said that they saw police
beating the man after he had been hand-
cuffed intervened on his behalf; in the en-
suing struggle police fired several shots,
fatally wounding Hugo Almeida. The judge
investigating the incident found insuffi-
cient evidence to try the three policemen
involved, but witnesses later presented a
formal complaint before the courts.

Three members of the former armed
opposition group, Movimiento para la
Liberacion Nacional-Tupamaros (MLN-T),
National Liberation Movement-Tupamaros,
which was active during the period of mil-
itary rule (1973 to 1985), were killed in cir-
cumstances giving rise to suspicions that
former or current military personnel might
be involved. On 23 April Ronald Scarzella,
a member of the Movimiento por la Tierra
(MT), Movement for Land, an organization
linked to the MLN-T, was found shot dead.
A few weeks before, the MT had been the
subject of threats and other acts of intim-
idation including an attack on its property.
The day after his killing, Ronald Scarzella’s
widow received an anonymous telephone
call threatening the life of one of her
daughters. Neither this case, nor the kill-
ing, days later, of two other former MLN-T
members, Ruben Larrosa and Francisco
Martinez de Cuadro, had been clarified by
the end of the year.

In September death threats were issued
against street children and juvenile delin-
quents in leaflets distributed in Monte-
video by the “Forces against Juvenile
Delinquents”, a clandestine group believed
to include former police and military per-
sonnel. The leaflets said that children

caught stealing in the city’s commercial
centre would be killed, but no such killings
were reported by the end of 1993.

The government took no steps to bring
to justice those responsible for killings,
“disappearances” and torture during the
period of military rule, or to clarify the fate
of the victims, although in 1992 the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights
(1AcHR) had called on the government to do
this when ruling that the 1986 Expiry Law
(see Amnesty International Reports 1988 to
1992) was incompatible with the American
Convention on Human Rights (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993). The
Uruguayan Government responded, jointly
with the Government of Argentina, by
seeking an “advisory opinion” from the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights
questioning, among other things, the
IACHR's jurisdiction to comment on do-
mestic legislation. In July the Court en-
dorsed the 1acHR's authority to find a state
in violation of an international instrument
to which it is a party.

An appeal court upheld the right of Sara
Méndez to ascertain the identity of a 17-
year-old she believes to be her “disap-
peared” son (see Amnesty International
Reports 1992 and 1993). However, it con-
cluded that the necessary blood and psy-
chological tests could not be carried out
without his consent; the young man and
his adoptive parents continued to refuse
such tests.

In February a Uruguayan member of
parliament presented a formal complaint
before a Paraguayan court, requesting cla-
rification of the fate of two Uruguayan
citizens who had “disappeared” in
Paraguay in the hands of Uruguayan, Ar-
gentine and Paraguayan personnel in 1977
(see Paraguay entry). A senior Uruguayan
army officer was summoned to appear be-
fore a Paraguayan court but had refused to
do so by the end of the year. Documents re-
lating to the “disappearances” of the two
Uruguayans had been found in Paraguay in
1992 and revealed that a Uruguayan milit-
ary intelligence officer had participated in
their interrogation.

In June Amnesty International wrote to
the Minister of the Interior to seek informa-
tion about the investigation into the killing
of Ronald Scarzella and to express concern
about reports of ill-treatment of prisoners,
including children. However, no response
was received.




UZBEKISTA

Several convicted prisoners of conscience
received suspended prison sentences or
were released under an amnesty. A prob-
able prisoner of conscience already serv-
ing a prison term was tried on new
charges and given an additional prison
sentence. Two opposition activists arres-
ted on firearms possession charges were
probable prisoners of conscience. Govern-
ment opponents were assaulted by uniden-
tified attackers, possibly with official
complicity. An opposition leader was
feared to have “disappeared”. At least
four people faced the death penalty.

In January the Supreme Court sus-
pended the activities of the opposition
movement Birlik (Unity) for three months
on the grounds that it intended to organize
public demonstrations. Later Birlik was ef-
fectively outlawed after it failed to satisfy
the terms of a March decree requiring all
political organizations to re-register by 1
October. The main opposition party, Erk
(Freedom), also reportedly failed to re-
register. A ban on unauthorized public
meetings and demonstrations imposed in
1990 remained in force.

Six men were convicted in August by
the Supreme Court of “conspiracy with the
aim of seizing power” (Article 54 of the
Criminal Code). The charges arose from
their activities as organizers of a non-viol-
ent social organization called Milli Mejlis,
National Council (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). They received sus-
pended sentences of between one and five
years' imprisonment. The suspended sen-
tences resulted in the release of three de-
fendants, Babur Shakirov and Khazratkul

UZBEKISTAN

Khudayberdi, who had been in pre-trial de-
tention since August and December 1992
respectively, and Salavat Umurzakov, who
had been held since May 1993. Two others,
Olim Karimov and Otanazar Aripov, had
already been released after spending sev-
eral weeks in detention after their arrests in
December 1992 and January 1993 respect-
ively. All were prisoners of conscience.
The sixth defendant, Abdulaziz Makhmu-
dov, was not held in pre-trial detention.

Abdumannob Pulatov, a prisoner of
conscience who had been abducted from
Kyrgyzstan in December 1992 by Uzbek se-
curity officials (see Amnesty International
Report 1993), was tried in the Supreme
Court in January. He was charged with “in-
fringement upon the honour and dignity of
the President”, under Article 191-4 of the
Criminal Code. He was sentenced to three
years' imprisonment but was immediately
granted an amnesty and released. In Febru-
ary Vasilya Inayatova, a poet, was tried in
the City Court of Tashkent, the capital, on
the same charge and sentenced to two
years’ imprisonment. She was also im-
mediately released under an amnesty.

Several opposition activists were de-
tained for short periods, apparently to
prevent them meeting visiting foreign dig-
nitaries or travelling abroad. On 13 Sep-
tember, for example, Otanazar Aripov and
at least one other person were taken into
police custody to prevent them meeting a
visiting US government representative.

Probable prisoner of conscience Pulat
Akhunov, who was serving a sentence of
18 months' imprisonment for an allegedly
fabricated criminal offence (see Amnesty
International Report 1993), was charged in
February with illegal possession of nar-
cotics and assault on a prison guard. Un-
official sources alleged that these new
charges were also fabricated. In August
Pulat Akhunov was convicted by An-
dizhan Regional Court and sentenced to a
further three years’ imprisonment. In Sep-
tember he was sent to serve his sentence at
a labour camp for especially dangerous
criminals at Kyzylteppa, Navoi Region.
Sources described conditions at this camp
as the worst in Uzbekistan.

In November Birlik activists and prob-
able prisoners of conscience Nosyr Zokhir
and Akhmadkhon Turakhonboy-ugly were
arrested separately on the same day after a
single hand grenade was found in each of
their homes in Namangan during police
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searches. Unofficial sources alleged that se-
curity forces planted the grenades in order
to fabricate criminal charges against these
two men.

There were at least three further incid-
ents which followed a pattern reported in
1992 in which government opponents were
assaulted by unidentified attackers. There
were allegations that the attacks were car-
ried out with the complicity of the au-
thorities. In May Shukhrat Ismatullayev,
co-chairman of Birlik, suffered a fractured
skull after three men hit him with iron
bars in a Tashkent street. In September
Shukrulla Mirsaidov, Uzbekistan’s Vice-
President until he resigned in 1992, was se-
verely beaten in a Tashkent street by five
men whom he alleged were government
agents. In October Samat Muratov, first sec-
retary of Erk, was seized from a street in
the town of Karshi and driven to a rubbish
dump, where he was beaten unconscious.
Furthermore, in November three political
exiles from Uzbekistan were attacked in
their apartment in Moscow by suspected
Uzbek government agents.

There was no news of Abdullo Utayev,
leader of the unregistered Islamic Renais-
sance Party, who apparently “disappeared”
after being detained in Tashkent in De-
cember 1992 by armed men believed to be
government agents. The authorities denied
holding him.

The Uzbekistan Criminal Code retained
the death penalty for 19 peacetime offences
as well as others in wartime. No new death
sentences were reported, but one person
convicted in 1991 and one convicted in
1992 were still under sentence of death at
the end of 1993. The fate of two others con-
victed in 1992 and known to be under sen-
tence of death at the beginning of 1993
could not be confirmed.

Amnesty International appealed to Pres-
ident Islam Karimov for the release of all
prisoners of conscience, and for all poss-
ible steps to be taken to end attacks on
opposition figures for exercising their
fundamental human rights. It called for the
repeal of Article 191-4 of the Criminal
Code which appeared to place unwarran-
ted restrictions on freedom of expression.
Amnesty International called for a judicial
review of Pulat Akhunov’s criminal con-
victions and expressed concern that he had
been placed in the Kyzylteppa colony de-
liberately to put him at risk of violence
from fellow inmates. It sought further

information on the charges against Nosyr
Zokhir and Akhmadkhon Turakhonboy-
ugly. It called on the authorities to clarify
the whereabouts and legal status of
Abdullo Utayev. Amnesty International
continued to press the authorities to
abolish the death penalty.

Amnesty International sought to send
an observer to the trials of the Milli Mejlis
organizers and of Pulat Akhunov. No reply
was received to a request for official sup-
port for a visa application.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Uzbekistan: Clampdown on
dissent, and in September it published
Uzbekistan: Clampdown on dissent - an
update: prisoners o f conscience on trial.

VENEZUELA

Dozens of people were detained for their
non-violent political or social activities.
Torture and ill-treatment were wide-
spread and at least one death in custody
as a result of torture was reported. Scores
of people, including a three-year-old child,
were killed by the security forces in suspi-
cious circumstances; some may have been
victims of extrajudicial executions.

On 21 May, the Senate suspended Pres-
ident Carlos Andrés Pérez from office after
the Supreme Court ruled that he should
stand trial for alleged corruption. The Sen-
ate’s President, Octavio Lapage, took over
as Head of State until 5 June, when Ramén
José Veldsquez, a Senator, was elected by
Congress as Venezuela’s interim President
until the end of the administration’s term,
in February 1994. Former President Rafael
Caldera won presidential elections on 5
December.

Scores of people were injured and at




least one was killed when the security
forces forcibly dispersed dozens of demon-
strations — most of which were peaceful -
held to protest against worsening economic
conditions.

In February Venezuela ratified the Sec-
ond Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
aiming at the abolition of the death pen-
alty.

Scores of people, including human
rights activists, political activists and
Catholic priests, were arrested. They in-
cluded prisoners of conscience. Fernando
Arias Figueroa, a human rights activist,
and two student activists, Jorge Luis L6pez
Colmenares and Rafael Enrique Flores Far-
fan, were all arrested in February, the latter
two without warrants by the Direccion de
Inteligencia Militar (piM), Directorate of
Military Intelligence, in the town of Va-
lencia. All three were tortured (see below)
and charged under military jurisdiction
with attempted murder, despite a lack of
evidence to substantiate such a charge. The
students were released on bail in October,
but Fernando Arias Figueroa remained
imprisoned at the end of the year. He had
not been brought to trial.

In March Mario Landino and seven
other peasant activists, including Bari and
Yucpa Indians, were detained by an army
unit which raided their community of El
Turpial, near the border with Colombia.
The eight were reportedly arrested as a res-
ult of their peaceful activities on behalf of
peasants’ rights and were believed to be
prisoners of conscience. Dozens of people,
including at least 10 children, were beaten
by soldiers during the raid and several
houses were destroyed. Most of those
detained were held incommunicado for
several days and tortured before being re-
leased without charge. However, Mario
Landino remained imprisoned under mil-
itary jurisdiction at the end of the year.
Those rw#leased subsequently received
death thrmats.

In November at least 40 political or
community activists, including Noel
Acosta, a candidate for Zulia State's Cham-
ber of Deputies, and two Catholic priests,
Father Adolfo Rojas Giménez and Father
Oscar Freitez, were arrested without war-
rant by the army on suspicion of plotting
against the government. Most of those ar-
rested were released without charge
shortly afterwards but Noel Acosta, the two

VENEZUELA

priests and others remained in detention
under military jurisdiction for several
weeks.

Hundreds of people were detained
under the Ley de Vagos y Maleantes, Law
of Vagrants and Crooks, which permits ad-
ministrative detention for periods of up to
five years, without judicial appeal or re-
view. Most of those arrested under this law
were from the poorest sectors of the popu-
lation and none had committed any pun-
ishable crime or criminal offence. Scores of
those detained under this law were repor-
ted to have been tortured and at least one
was extrajudicially executed in custody
(see below). Most of those held for alleged
involvement in the coup attempts of Febru-
ary and November 1992 (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1993) were released
after the charges against them were sus-
pended, but dozens remained in prison.

Torture and ill-treatment by the security
forces during criminal investigations were
widespread and those responsible were
able to act with impunity. At least one per-
son died in detention as a result of torture.
The police used various methods of torture
to extract confessions from criminal sus-
pects including beatings, suspension by
the wrists or ankles for long periods, near-
asphyxiation with plastic bags, electric
shocks, and mock executions. Confessions
allegedly obtained under torture continued
to be accepted as evidence by the courts.
State attorneys regularly failed to take
effective action to investigate complaints
of torture and official forensic doctors
frequently avoided documenting cases of
torture.

Medical treatment for detainees who
suffered torture was mostly unavailable
or grossly inadequate. Fernando Arias
Figueroa, Jorge Luis L6pez Colmenares and
Rafael Enrique Flores Farfan were held in-
communicado for six days following their
arrest by the piM in Valencia in February.
During the first four days they were report-
edly interrogated and beaten, suspended
by the wrists for long periods, partly
asphyxiated with plastic bags and water,
subjected to electric shocks and mock exe-
cutions, slapped on the ears and deprived
of food and water. They were apparently
forced to sign blank statements and were
then transferred to prison under military
jurisdiction and charged with attempted
murder. They filed a formal complaint
about their torture in March, supported by
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medical evidence, but no action was
known to have been taken against those re-
sponsible for their torture. Douglas Jests
Baptista Ledn, a taxi driver, was arrested
without warrant by members of the Policia
Técnica Judicial (pT}), Criminal Investiga-
tions’ Police, in Caracas in September. He
was held incommunicado at the PT/’s cent-
ral headquarters and tortured by being sus-
pended by the wrists, subjected to electric
shocks and beaten on the body and head,
which impaired his hearing. While in de-
tention he was apparently seen by a district
attorney who failed to document his condi-
tion. His relatives paid money to the police
and he was released. Walter Alexander Del
Nogal, a law student, was also reportedly
tortured at the p1)’s headquarters in Caracas
after he was arrested in October. The police
beat him, suspended him by the ankles and
partly asphyxiated him using a plastic bag
with ammonia to make him admit to plot-
ting against the government and incrimi-
nate others. He remained in prison without
charge at the end of the year. Also in Octo-
ber, Freddy Ramén Alcarra Rangel died,
seven days after his arrest, apparently as a
result of beatings and blows to the head
inflicted by warders of the PT} detention
centre in the Retén de Catia prison in
Caracas.

In November Amnesty International
representatives visited a PT] detention
centre at the Retén de Catia prison in Cara-
cas where they had access to several tor-
ture victims. One, Richard Alves Medina,
had been brutally beaten by the police after
his arrest a few days earlier, sustaining a
fractured arm, but had received no medical
treatment. Other detainees had also sus-
tained injuries under police torture. No ac-
tion was taken by the authorities to bring to
justice those responsible for the torture of
22 people, including a pregnant woman, in
Valencia, Carabobo, in 1992 (see Amnesty
International Report 1993).

Prison conditions continued to be ex-
tremely harsh, frequently amounting to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment,
and scores of prison inmates reportedly
suffered torture or ill-treatment. The gov-
ernment publicly acknowledged the deteri-
orating conditions and increased risk to
prison inmates due to overcrowding, bad
sanitation and other factors, but took no
effective action to address the problems.
Scores of prisoners were killed in violent
incidents, including protests against prison

conditions. In June at least six prisoners
were killed and more than 20 injured in
the Centro Penitenciario, central prison, in
Barcelona, Anzodtegui state, during violent
clashes between inmates and guards after
scores of prisoners were denied visits on
Father’s Day.

Scores of people were killed by the se-
curity forces in suspicious circumstances;
some of them may have been victims of ex-
trajudicial executions. They included
Lisandro José Silva Pifiago, a secondary
school student, who was shot twice at
close range by a police officer while he was
queuing in a Caracas shop in June. The po-
lice officer said he thought the student was
a thief. In September a three-year-old child
was killed when members of the Guardia
Nacional, National Guard, fired without
provocation at a group of bystanders dur-
ing a police raid in Caracas. Also in Sep-
tember, Sergio Rodriguez Yance, a human
rights activist, was shot dead by a member
of the Military Police during a peaceful stu-
dent demonstration in Caracas. Official in-
vestigations were opened into the above
cases but those allegedly responsible had
not been charged or brought to trial by the
end of the year.

Francisco Javier Méndez Cortéz was
shot dead by the National Guard in No-
vember when he tried to seek help from
the director of a prison in El Dorado, Boli-
var state, after he had been beaten by
prison guards. He was waiting to be re-
leased after having completed a sentence of
12 months’ imprisonment under the Law
of Vagrants and Crooks in September. His
case did not apparently result in an official
inquiry, nor did similar such killings in
previous years. By the end of 1993, none of
those responsible in 1992 for the massacre
of at least 63 inmates in the Retén de Catia -
prison in Caracas or the killing of two
Wayiu Indians had been charged or
brought to trial (see Amnesty International
Report 1993).

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the government about the imprison-
ment of prisoners of conscience, torture
and ill-treatment and possible extrajudicial
executions and called for urgent action to
remedy these abuses. In November Am-
nesty International published a report,
Venezuela: The eclipse of human rights,
which contained detailed recommenda-
tions for human rights safeguards. The re-
port was released in Venezuela during the




visit of an Amnesty International delega-
tion which met the Foreign Minister, In-
terior and Justice Ministry officials and
members of the Supreme Court, as well as
representatives of the main political parties
contesting the December elections, to dis-
cuss human rights. Those interviewed by
the delegation, including representatives of
Rafael Caldera's party, vowed to adopt
measures to implement a repeal of the Law
of Vagrants and Crooks. Earlier, in April,
Foreign Minister Fernandé Oché6a Antich
had visited the International Secretariat of
Amnesty International in London and as-
sured the organization of his government'’s
commitment to ending human rights
violations.

At least 60 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience remained
held throughout 1993. At least 13 prison-
ers of conscience were released, along
with several other political prisoners who
had been held without trial. At least nine
political arrests were reported. Some po-
litical trials held during the year appeared
to fall short of international fair trial
standards. Eight prisoners were reported
to have been sentenced to death but no
executions were recorded.

In January the Criminal Code was
amended to provide for the imposition of
the death penalty on people convicted of
smuggling or illegally transporting goods or
currency across Viet Nam's border.

At least 13 prisoners of conscience were
released, along with several other political
prisoners who had been held without
trial. Among the prisoners of conscience
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released were Dominic Tran Dinh Tu,
the 87-year-old founder of the Catholic
Congregation of the Mother Coredemptrix;
Tran Mai, Dinh Thien Tu and Tran Dinh
Ai, all Protestant pastors; Thich Duc
Nhuan, a Buddhist monk (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1986); and Stephen
Chan Tin, a Catholic priest who had been
under house arrest since 1990. Also re-
leased was Nguyen Si Binh, a nuclear engi-
neer and businessman with us citizenship,
who was a possible prisoner of conscience
(see Amnesty International Report 1993).

However, more than 60 prisoners of
conscience and possible prisoners of con-
science known to Amnesty International
remained in prison throughout 1993. The
prisoners of conscience included Ngo Van
An, a former teacher; Pham Duc Kham, a
former army officer of the Republic of Viet
Nam; Doan Thanh Liem, a lawyer; and
Nguyen Van De, a Catholic priest. Dr
Nguyen Dan Que, also a prisoner of con-
science, was allegedly placed in solitary
confinement in a camp in Dong Nai prov-
ince. In April the un Working Group on Ar-
bitrary Detention ruled that the detention
of Nguyen Dan Que was arbitrary and in
violation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights (iccpr).

Pham Hong Tho, Vo Van Pham and
Nguyen Xuan De, all arrested in 1991, were
convicted in May of “activities aiming to
overthrow the people’s government”. How-
ever, it appeared that the real reason for
their imprisonment was their advocacy of a
multi-party political system and that they
were prisoners of conscience. The People’s
Supreme Appellate Court of Danang con-
firmed their conviction and sentences of
13, 12 and six years’ imprisonment respect-
ively. It stated that they were guilty of “mo-
bilizing propaganda to foment suspicion,
eroding the confidence of the people in the
Communist Party and the government”.

At least nine Buddhist monks and lay
Buddhists were arrested in Hue city and at
the Son Linh pagoda near Vung Tau City in
mid-1993, after public demonstrations in
Hue city in May. Thich Tri Tuu, who was
arrested in June, was charged with “dis-
rupting security and public order” and
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment in
November. Like the others, he belonged to
the Unified Buddhist Church, which op-
poses the government-sponsored Viet Nam
Buddhist Church, and was a follower of
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Thich Huyen Quang, a prisoner of con-
science under house arrest since 1982 (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).
All nine were sentenced to prison terms
ranging from six months to four years and
appeared to be prisoners of conscience.

In January it was reported that Pham
Cong Canh and three others had been tried
and sentenced to imprisonment in Novem-
ber 1992 for producing a film in violation
of the government's policies and regula-
tions. They appeared to be prisoners of
conscience.

Several political prisoners were con-
victed after what appeared to be unfair tri-
als. In March Doan Viet Hoat, an academic
and prisoner of conscience, was sentenced
to 20 years’ imprisonment by the People’s
Court of Ho Chi Minh City after being con-
victed of activities allegedly aimed at
“overthrowing the government” (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993). He was
alleged to belong to an unauthorized orga-
nization formed in 1989 called Dien Dan
Tu Do (Freedom Forum), to have published
an unlicensed newsletter containing arti-
cles written abroad which were critical of
the Vietnamese Government, and to have
himself sent articles abroad for publication.
Ten editions of the newsletter were said to
have been issued by the time that Doan
Viet Hoat was arrested in November 1990.
In May 1992 Saigon Giai Phong, the offi-
cial paper of the Ho Chi Minh City Com-
mittee of the Communist Party, publicly
denounced him as the leader of a “reac-
tionary group” and accused him of unlaw-
ful acts intended to overthrow the
government. At his trial in March, which
lasted less than two days, the presiding
judge reportedly demonstrated a clear bias
against the accused and acted in an intim-
idatory manner. Doan Viet Hoat was not al-
lowed to choose his own defence lawyer.
In April 1993 the uNn Working Group on Ar-
bitrary Detention ruled that the detention
of Doan Viet Hoat was arbitrary and in vi-
olation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the iccpr, to which Viet
Nam is a state party. In July Doan Viet
Hoat’s sentence was reduced on appeal to
15 years’ imprisonment by the Supreme
Court.

Six political prisoners convicted in May
for setting off home-made bombs were al-
legedly not allowed to choose their own
defence lawyers, in breach of international
standards of fair trial. They included Tran

Manh Quynh, a former Vietnamese army
officer with us citizenship, who was sen-
tenced to 20 years’ imprisonment, and Le
Thien Quang, another former army officer,
who was sentenced to 15 years’ imprison-
ment.

Eight people were reported to have been
sentenced to death after being convicted of
offences including smuggling, murder,
drug-trafficking, arms theft and fraud. They
included Wong Chi Shing, a Hong Kong
resident and British national convicted of
drug smuggling in May, and Tran Ngoc
Minh, who was convicted of murder. Both
were sentenced by the Supreme People's
Court, from which there is no right of ap-
peal to a higher tribunal, although prison-
ers under sentence of death may apply to
the President for clemency. Wong Shi
Ching’s application for clemency was re-
jected in November. However, no prisoners
were known to have been executed in
1993.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience, for the
fair trial or release of other political prison-
ers and for the commutation of all death
sentences. Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern to the government about
the arrests of Buddhist monks and others
and indicated to the authorities its wish to
send a delegation to Viet Nam to discuss
human rights. In December an official of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that
the government was considering Amnesty
International’s initiatives.

In October Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Socialist Republic of Viet
Nam: Continuing concerns, which reiter-
ated its concerns about the imprisonment
of prisoners of conscience, detention with-
out trial, unfair political trials and the
death penalty.

YEMEN

One long-term prisoner of conscience re-
mained held. Over 300 suspected members
or supporters of a militant Islamic opposi-
tion group were arrested following violent
attacks in the south. Some were still held
without charge or trial at the end of the
year. Scores of people detained in late
1992, among them possible prisoners of
conscience, were released. A group of at
least 20 government opponents, most of




whom had been convicted after unfair
trials, remained in prison. Torture and ill-
treatment were widespread and the judi-
cial punishment of flogging was frequently
carried out in the northern provinces. A
Somali refugee was killed in circum-
stances suggesting that he may have been
extrajudicially executed, and at least five
political activists were killed or were tar-
geted for assassination in attacks suggest-
ing the involvement or complicity of some
officials. No steps were taken to clarify the
fate of several hundred people who “dis-
appeared” in previous years. Over 30
people were executed and hundreds of
people were under sentence of death.

Parliamentary elections were held in
April and a coalition government was
formed by the three main parties. The
Council of Representatives elected a Pres-
idential Council and General ‘Ali ‘Abdul-
lah Saleh was reconfirmed as its Chairman.

The Penal Code and the Code of Crim-
inal Procedures of unified Yemen had not
been promulgated by the end of the year
and the legal systems of the former
People’'s Democratic Republic of Yemen
(pDRY) and the former Yemen Arab Repub-
lic (vAR) remained separate.

Mansur Rajih, a prisoner of conscience,
remained under sentence of death after
more than 10 years’ imprisonment (see
Amnesty International Report 1993). ‘Ali
‘Abdul-Fattah Hashim, a prisoner of con-
science held on charges of apostasy since
April 1992, was released in June.

Over 300 suspected members or sup-
porters of Islamic Jihad, a militant Islamic
opposition group, were arrested in January,
May and August, following bomb attacks,
killings and attempted assassinations in
the provinces of Aden, Hadhramaut, Lahj

YEMEN

and Abyan. In Aden, scores of people were
arrested in January following bomb attacks
on the city’s two main hotels. Most were
held only briefly, but 14 were charged with
“forming armed gangs”. In July, six of
the 14 escaped from al-Mansura prison
in Aden. A suspected member of Islamic
Jihad was subsequently arrested and
charged with helping the detainees to es-
cape. The nine remaining prisoners, in-
cluding Shahab ‘Abdo Sa‘id Sayf, a public
sector employee, were still detained with-
out trial and without access to legal coun-
sel at the end of the year.

In May over 20 people were arrested in
al-Qutn Directorate in Hadhramaut prov-
ince, following the killing of two army offi-
cers and a soldier at a check-point. Some
were released, but 10 were tried before al-
Qutn Court of First Instance on charges of
premeditated murder and acts of terrorism.
There were procedural irregularities during
pre-trial detention, including denial of ac-
cess to defence counsel until shortly before
the trial, and some of the defendants were
allegedly tortured during interrogation (see
below). Two were sentenced to death, five
received prison terms ranging from five to
10 years, and three were acquitted. Ap-
peals were pending against all the sen-
tences. In December, seven other suspected
Islamic Jihad detainees were tried in al-
Hutta Directorate in Lahj province on
charges of planning the assassination of the
province’s Deputy Governor. Their trial
had not been concluded by the end of the
year. In Abyan province, scores of people
were arrested in August following the at-
tempted assassination of a member of the
Political Bureau of the Yemeni Socialist
Party (YsP), one of the three main parties in
government. Most were released shortly
after; it was not known how many re-
mained in detention at the end of the year.

All the detainees who were known to be
still held at the beginning of the year in
connection with the December 1992 riots
were released by February (see Amnesty
International Report 1993). Among them
were 20 people who were acquitted by the
Sana‘a Court of First Instance. During their
trial, all stated that they had been tortured
to extract confessions. They included
Muhammad °‘Ali Hatem al-Ru‘ud, a 15-
year-old high school student.

At least 20 government opponents,
among them possible prisoners of con-
science, remained in prison. They had




been arrested at different times during the
1980s and most had been convicted after
unfair trials. At least one was held despite
having been tried and acquitted. All were
suspected members of the former National
Democratic Front (NDF), the main opposi-
tion group in the former YAR (see previous
Amnesty International Reports). Two mem-
bers of the former NDF were released during
the year.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
remained common and widespread, partic-
ularly in police stations and at al-Mababhith
al-Jina’iyya (Criminal Investigations) cen-
tres. The methods used included beatings
all over the body, electric shocks, threats of
rape and “Kentucky Farruj” (suspension
from a metal bar inserted between the
hands and knees which are tied together).
‘Ali Yahya Muhammad Qina‘i, a farmer
from Zabeed, al-Hudaida province, was ar-
rested in September and held in al-

Mabahith al-Jina'iyya centre in al-Hudaida
city. He was allegedly tortured with “Ken-
tucky Farruj” to force him to give false tes-
timony in a murder case. Two fellow
inmates who testified before a representat-

ive of the Public Prosecution that ‘Ali
Yahya Muhammad Qina‘i had been tor-
tured were themselves allegedly tortured
as punishment. ‘Abdullah ‘Ali ‘Abdullah
al-Dhabibi, a member of the Civil Guard
who was arrested in October by police
from al-Thawra police station in Sana‘a,
the capital, was allegedly tortured to force
him to confess to drug-smuggling. He sus-
tained broken ribs and injuries to his head.

Several suspected members of Islamic
Jihad were reportedly tortured. ‘Ali
Muhammad ‘Umar ‘Abdullah al-Kurdi was
reportedly beaten in front of other de-
tainees in al-Mansura prison in August.
Other Islamic Jihad suspects were report-
edly ill-treated and threatened with rape,
and two of those held in Hadhramaut prov-
ince were allegedly raped.

Public floggings as a judicial punish-
ment were frequently imposed in the
northern provinces. Between January and
October in Sana‘a alone, at least 865 people
were flogged in al-Sab‘in Public Garden. In
al-Hudaida city, 44 people were flogged in
October.

A Somali refugee, ‘Abdul-Rahman
Du‘ala ‘Abdul-Rahman, was the victim of a
possible extrajudicial execution in Septem-
ber in al-Kud refugee camp in Abyan prov-
ince. He was killed when members of

al-Amn al-Siyassi, Political Security, fired
indiscriminately into a group of refugees
who were trying to prevent two women
from being removed from the camp at
night. No judicial investigation was known
to have been carried out into the incident.

There were several political killings and
attempted assassinations in circumstances
suggesting the involvement or complicity
of the authorities. The victims were mostly
members of the ysp. Some of the perpet-
rators were reportedly known to the au-
thorities, but no attempts were made to
apprehend them. Among the victims was
Kamil Muhammad al-Hamid, a nephew of
‘Ali Salem al-Bidh, Secretary General of
the vsp. He was shot dead in October in
Aden while in the company of two of ‘Ali
Salem al-Bidh’s sons who were said to
havebeen the intended targets.

A parliamentary inquiry into the killing
of demonstrators in December 1992 (see
Amnesty International Report 1993) was
concluded in January. It found that the mil-
itary and security forces were not respons-
ible for the killings, although it urged the
authorities to compensate the victims’
families.

The fate of hundreds of detainees who
“disappeared” in previous years in the for-
mer PDRY and YAR remained unknown (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).

Over 30 people were executed after
being convicted of premeditated murder
and highway robbery. The executions were
carried out in public in Sana‘a, and other
cities. Among the victims was Nasser
Munir Nasser al-Kirbi, who was only 13
years old. He was executed with three
others in Sana‘a in July following their
conviction for murder and highway rob-
bery. Hundreds of people remained under
sentence of death.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release prisoner of conscience
Mansur Rajih immediately and uncondi-
tionally. It called for a judicial review of
the cases of political prisoners sentenced
after unfair trials, details of which were
published in August in an Amnesty Inter-
national report, Yemen: Unlawful deten-
tion and unfair trials of members of the
former National Democratic Front, In Au-
gust the authorities again denied that any
political prisoners were being held in
Yemen.

In response to an invitation from the
government, Amnesty International in July




submitted its initial comments on unified
Yemen's draft Penal Code, Code of Crim-
inal Procedures and other legal reforms. It
urged that all such legislation conform to
international human rights standards.

In October Amnesty International urged
the fair trial or release of suspected mem-
bers or supporters of Islamic Jihad. It also
urged the government to establish an in-
quiry into new allegations of torture. Am-
nesty International continued to urge the
government to clarify the fate of hundreds
of detainees who had “disappeared” in
previous years.

In December Amnesty International
called on the government to set up an in-
quiry into the death of a Somali refugee
and all politically motivated killings. It
also appealed to the Presidential Council
not to ratify death sentences.

YUGOSLAVIA

(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

There were numerous reports of police
ill-treatment and torture. The majority of
victims were ethnic Albanians in Kosovo
province but they also included Serbian
and Montenegrin political opponents of
the government. At least three people died
following ill-treatment in detention by po-
lice. Some 30, and probably more, ethnic
Albanians sentenced to prison terms of up
to 60 days for non-violent political activity
were prisoners of conscience. Over 90
other ethnic Albanians were detained on
charges of seeking the secession of Kosovo
by violence. By the end of the year 18 of
them had been sentenced to up to five
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years' imprisonment, often after unfair
trials. Some were prisoners of conscience.
About 25 people, mainly Muslims from
Montenegro, “disappeared” on the border
with Bosnia-Herzegovina.

On 1 June the federal President, Dobrica
Cosié¢, was ousted after he lost a vote in the
federal Parliament. Opposition to him was
led by deputies of the Socijalisticka Partija
Srbije (sps), Socialist Party of Serbia, and
the ultra-right-wing Srpska Radikalna
Stranka (srs), Serbian Radical Party. A new
federal President, Zoran Lili¢, was ap-
pointed on 25 June.

Elections were held for the Serbian
parliament in December after the Serbian
President, Slobodan Milo3evié, dissolved
parliament. The sps increased its repres-
entation in the parliament but failed to win
a majority over the opposition parties.

Around 450,000 refugees from Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia remained in Ser-
bia and Montenegro. The majority were
Serbs who had arrived in 1991 or 1992.
Non-Serbs continued to leave some areas
of Serbia and Montenegro, particularly
Muslims from the SandZak region and
Croats and Hungarians from Vojvodina,
who continued to suffer threats or attacks
on their property by supporters of extrem-
ist Serbian parties, although less frequently
than in 1992.

Economic sanctions against Serbia and
Montenegro, which had been imposed by
the UN in 1992 because of their involve-
ment in the wars in Croatia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina, were strengthened in April.
The sanctions, in combination with high
military expenditure, had a drastic effect
on the economy.

The long-term monitoring mission of
the Conference on Security and Co-op-
eration in Europe (csce) in Kosovo, the
Sandzak and Vojvodina was forced by the
federal government to close down in July.
The government also refused to allow the
UN Special Rapporteur on the former Yu-
goslavia to set up an office in Belgrade, the
capital.

Ethnic tension in Kosovo persisted and
there were a number of shooting incidents
involving ethnic Albanians and police in
which several police officers and more
than 12 ethnic Albanians were killed in
disputed circumstances. Tension increased
after the departure of the csce mission in
July, with a new wave of arrests and pol-
itical trials of ethnic Albanians. Lidhja
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Demokratike e Kosovés (LDk), the Demo-
cratic League of Kosovo, the main ethnic
Albanian party, continued to call for
Kosovo's independence from Yugoslavia.

Almost daily reports were received of
ill-treatment of ethnic Albanians by police
in Kosovo. Victims were commonly arres-
ted and held for periods ranging from a few
hours to several days in police stations
where they were beaten or otherwise ill-
treated. Systematic searches were often
carried out on the pretext of searching for
hidden arms or draft evaders. These some-
times involved large-scale police actions
against whole villages or parts of towns. In
other cases identity checks in the street
were followed by ill-treatment and deten-
tion. Political and human rights activists
were often deliberately targeted. For
example, Sami Kurteshi, an activist in the
Council for the Defence of Human Rights
and Freedoms, an ethnic Albanian human
rights group, was arrested in July during a
raid on the Pridtina office of the group. He
was taken to a police station where he was
severely punched and beaten about the
body with truncheons, including on his
genitals and the soles of his feet. Schools
organized privately by ethnic Albanians,
who rejected the curricula and education
in the Serbian language laid down by the
Serbian authorities, were targets for police
raids in which directors, teachers and
pupils were reportedly ill-treated.

Some of those arrested in Kosovo were
beaten so severely by police that they re-
quired hospital or other medical treatment.
For example, Selajdin Braha, an ethnic Al-
banian, was arrested in Prizren in August
and beaten so severely that police took him
to hospital where he was treated and held
under guard until the following afternoon,
when he was returned to the police station
for further interrogation.

One detainee, Arif Krasniqi, died as a
result of ill-treatment in police custody in
August. Following his death, in the first
known instance in recent years, two
policemen were sentenced in December to
three years’ imprisonment for causing his
death; they were released pending appeal.

Police were reportedly responsible for
numerous other cases of ill-treatment in a
variety of circumstances throughout Serbia
and Montenegro. In Belgrade on the day of
the ousting of President Cosi¢, 1 June,
| supporters of one of the main opposition
parties, the Srpski Pokret Obnove (spo),

Serbian Renewal Movement, clashed with
police in demonstrations around the fed-
eral parliament building. One policeman
was killed and 16 policemen and at least
32 demonstrators were injured. Some of
the demonstrators were allegedly beaten by
police as they tried to flee the area. Some
hours later police arrested about 30 people
at the headquarters of the spo, including
the party leader, Vuk Draskovi¢, and his
wife Danica. They were beaten by police as
they were taken from the office to waiting
cars. Later medical examinations con-
firmed that they were also repeatedly
beaten in the first few days of detention
and that, among other injuries, Vuk
Dragkovi¢ received head injuries and Dan-
ica Draskovi¢ injuries to her spine. Both
were released on 9 July. Criminal charges
against them were dropped.

Ljubida Petrovi¢, a 65-year-old refugee
from Bosnia-Herzegovina and a local activ-
ist in the Democratic Party, was arrested in
Cajetina on 12 August. He was beaten by
police and charged with “obstructing offi-
cials” before being released that evening. A
doctor reportedly confirmed injuries appar-
ently consistent with him having been
beaten. Ljubida Petrovi¢ died five days
later; the autopsy confirmed the injuries al-
though it did not state that they had been
the cause of his death. No action was
known to have been taken by the author-
ities to investigate the alleged beating or
prosecute those responsible.

In Montenegro a number of police of-
ficers were investigated for allegedly ill-
treating people in their custody, including
Boro Bojani¢, who died in custody in
September.

Some 30 ethnic Albanians, and prob-
ably more, were sentenced to up to 60
days’ imprisonment for non-violent polit-
ical activity: they were prisoners of con-
science. For example, Hysen Matoshi,
Naim Canaj and Muharrem Hoda, all polit-
ical activists, were each imprisoned for 40
days for organizing a concert to celebrate
Albania’s national day in November.

A number of men were sentenced to
terms of imprisonment for avoiding milit-
ary service. It was not clear, however,
whether they included individuals who
had refused to undertake military service
on grounds of conscience.

Between July and September some 90
ethnic Albanians were arrested on charges
of being members of organizations which




the authorities said were seeking Kosovo's
secession by violent means. Many of them
were local political activists or former po-
litical prisoners, including former prison-
ers of conscience. By the end of the year at
least 18 had been brought to trial and sen-
tenced to up to five years’ imprisonment.
Some were prisoners of conscience. None
was accused of having used violence.
Many of the defendants were convicted
partly on the basis of confessions and other
statements which they alleged had been
extracted under torture during pre-trial
detention. The trials were also unfair in
other respects: for example, lawyers were
apparently denied access to their clients
following arrest and during part of the
investigation.

About 25 men, mostly Muslims from
towns in Montenegro but also non-Muslim
refugees from Bosnia-Herzegovina, “disap-
peared” after they were abducted from a
train travelling between Belgrade and Bar
in February. This occurred as the train
travelled on a 10-kilometre section of track
which passes through Bosnia-Herzegovina
but in territory under the control of Bos-
nian Serb forces. The abductors, alleged by
some sources to be paramilitaries who also
operate on Yugoslav territory, boarded the
train when it stopped and were allegedly
assisted by Serbian police and Yugoslav
Army soldiers who had been travelling on
the train to identify the victims. The Yu-
goslav, Serbian and Montenegrin authorit-
ies all condemned the abductions and said
there would be an investigation, but no
outcome had been announced and the vic-
tims remained “disappeared” at the end of
the year.

In June the federal criminal code, which
previously allowed the death penalty for
crimes such as “genocide” and “war
crimes”, was brought into line with the
federal Constitution of April 1992, and the
death penalty was removed. However, the
death penalty could still be imposed under
the republican criminal codes of Serbia
and Montenegro for “aggravated murder”.
No death sentences were passed or execu-
tions carried out during the year.

Amnesty International appealed to the
Yugoslav authorities for independent and
impartial investigation of all allegations of
“disappearance”, torture and ill-treatment
and called for the perpetrators of such
abuses to be brought to justice. It called
also for the immediate and unconditional

YUGOSLAVIA/ZARRE

release of prisoners of conscience and for
other political prisoners to receive fair and
prompt trials or be released. In September
Amnesty International publicly urged the
Yugoslav Government to allow the cSce
long-term mission to return to Yugoslavia.
Amnesty International delegates were re-
fused permission to visit Yugoslavia for
research purposes in October but an
Amnesty International observer was able to
attend the trial of three ethnic Albanians in
Prizren in November.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights in February and to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities in Au-
gust, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Yugoslavia.

Amnesty International welcomed the
establishment by the uN of an ad hoc
international tribunal to try individuals
responsible for committing serious viola-
tions of humanitarian law in the territory
of the former Yugoslavia since 1 January
1991 (see Working with international or-
ganizations). The organization appealed to
the Yugoslav authorities to do all possible
to bring an end to human rights abuses by
Bosnian Serb forces whom they supported.
It also renewed appeals for the investi-
gation of “disappearances” committed by
forces under the control of the Yugoslav
Army during the war in Croatia in 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).

Hundreds of unarmed civilians were ex-

trajudicially executed by soldiers, some
when troops attacked protesters, others in
reprisal for actions by civilians or when

|
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soldiers rioted. Scores of political oppon-
ents of President Mobutu Sese Seko were
detained without trial: many of them were
prisoners of conscience. Hundreds of sol-
diers involved in riots or suspected of op-
posing the President were also detained
without charge or trial. Torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners were widespread.
New “disappearances” were reported and
the fate of scores of political opponents of
the government who “disappeared” in
previous years remained unknown.

Political violence escalated as the strug-
gle for power between President Mobutu
and his opponents continued, paralysing
the economy and leading to a near-total
breakdown in law and order. The security
forces, which remained under the control
of the President and his allies, periodically
rampaged through towns and cities, looting
and killing unarmed civilians with virtual
impunity. Politically motivated intercom-
munal disturbances in parts of the country
resulted in thousands of deaths.

In January armed soldiers rioted in the
capital, Kinshasa, and a series of strikes
against the President brought the city to a
standstill. In February Belgium, France and
the usa called on President Mobutu to
hand over executive power to opposition
leader Etienne Tshisekedi, who had been
appointed Prime Minister by a National
Conference in 1992 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). The President rejected
the demands and announced that he had
dismissed Etienne Tshisekedi. Troops
loyal to the President sealed off the
People’s Palace to prevent a meeting of the
High Council of the Republic, the transi-
tional legislative body elected by the Na-
tional Conference, and troops held
members of the Council prisoner for three
days. No action was taken against the sol-
diers.

In March President Mobutu revived the
former one-party National Assembly and
appointed Faustin Birindwa as Prime Min-
ister. The High Council refused to recog-
nize his appointment. For the remainder of
the year, there was a political stalemate be-
tween the two legislative bodies and the
two Prime Ministers heading rival govern-
ment structures, but effective power re-
mained in the hands of the President and
the army.

In April Faustin Birindwa’s government
ordered soldiers to raid the homes of

| Etienne Tshisekedi and his cabinet on the

pretext of recovering government property.
Several civilians were wounded in the at-
tacks.

Etienne Tshisekedi’'s government con-
tinued to call for civil disobedience and
workers’ strikes to force President Mobutu
to relinquish power. It also asked the UN to
send a peace-keeping force to the country.
The UN Secretary-General sent an envoy to
Zaire in mid-July and September, but there
were no apparent improvements in the
situation. The Organization of African
Unity also tried to mediate without suc-
cess.

Intercommunal violence led to thou-
sands of deaths in Shaba and North Kivu
regions, apparently instigated or condoned
by the regional authorities.

In Shaba region, gangs made up of mem-
bers of the indigenous population attacked
members of the Luba ethnic group origin-
ating from West and East Kasai regions,
killing more than 500 people between mid-
1992 and mid-1993. Sources in Shaba re-
gion alleged that the violence had been
encouraged by former Prime Minister Nguz
a Karl-i-Bond and Shaba’s governor, with
the aim of driving supporters of Etienne
Tshisekedi, himself from West Kasai, out
of Shaba. In December the two Shaba
leaders declared the region autonomous
from central government.

In the southeastern parts of North Kivu
region, members of the Nyanga and Hunde
ethnic groups attacked Banyarwanda,
people of ethnic Rwandese origin, from
March onwards. About 7,000 people,
mostly Banyarwanda, were reported to
have been killed by mid-August: the kill-
ings were said to have been incited by
Nyanga and Hunde chiefs who control
local government, and condoned by the
regional governor. Although the governor
and his deputy were suspended by the
President at the end of July, those respons-
ible for the killings were not brought to
justice.

There were also reports of serious
human rights violations in the northeastern
part of North Kivu region, near the border
with Uganda, in the aftermath of armed
clashes between government soldiers and
rebels calling themselves “Lumumbists”.
Government troops reportedly committed
extrajudicial executions of unarmed civil-
ians, set villages on fire, looted property
and raped women villagers. The rebels
were also reported to have deliberately




killed civilians and looted property.

Rioting troops in Kinshasa killed nearly
1,000 people, many of them unarmed civil-
ians, in late January. Soldiers from Kokolo
military barracks in Kinshasa and from the
Centre d’entrainement des troupes aéro-
portées (CETA), Airborne Troop Training
Centre, rioted after being paid in new five
million zaire notes declared illegal by
Etienne Tshisekedi, which many traders
refused to accept. The Division spéciale
présidentielle (psp), Special Presidential
Division, was sent in by President Mobutu
to quell the disturbances, but turned its fire
on armed soldiers and unarmed civilians
indiscriminately. At the same time they
also attacked known opponents of the Pres-
ident; many civilians were shot dead in
their homes. French troops evacuated for-
eign nationals after the French Ambassador
was shot dead. Several hundred soldiers
suspected of involvement in the Kinshasa
riots were reportedly arrested and detained
by the psp at Tshatshi military barracks.
There were fears for the detainees’ safety:
there had been no further information
about them by the end of the year.

Berthos Kibassa, the son of opposition
leader Kibassa Maliba, was among the
civilians executed extrajudicially at the
end of January. Soldiers believed to belong
to the psp launched an unprovoked rocket
attack on the house of Kibassa Maliba, then
entered the building and burned Berthos
Kibassa's body. Other members of the fam-
ily were severely injured.

About 52 unarmed men, women and
children were reportedly shot dead - and
many others injured — on 22 February by
members of the psp in Kinshasa's Kim-
banseke district. The attack was reportedly
in reprisal for the killing of a soldier by a
group of civilians. As in previous incidents
no investigation was known to have oc-
curred and no action was apparently taken
against the soldiers responsible.

On 4 July at least four men were shot
dead and an 11-year-old boy was stabbed
to death by soldiers loyal to President
Mobutu who tried to prevent the main
opposition party, the Union pour la démo-
cratie et le progrés social (upps), Union for
Democracy and Social Progress, from hold-
ing a rally at Kinshasa's principal sports
stadium.

Scores of President Mobutu’s opponents
were detained in a wave of arrests which
began in March. Those held included trade
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unionists and journalists. Most were pris-
oners of conscience. Most of those de-
tained were held incommunicado for
several weeks at security force detention
centres, then moved to Kinshasa's Makala
Central Prison. None were charged and all
were believed to have been released within
four months.

Several unps members were arrested in
late March, including Placide Mukendi,
Martin Lukulungu and Lambert Tshitshim-
bi Katombe, a former army colonel and
security adviser to Etienne Tshisekedi.
They were all released untried by the end
of July.

At least 18 members of the Union
Sacrée, Sacred Union, a coalition of op-
position political parties including the
upps, were arrested in April and held with-
out charge or trial for up to several months.
Joseph Olenga Nkoy, an aide to Etienne
Tshisekedi, was detained for just over two
months and reported to have been tortured
at the Kinshasa headquarters of the Na-
tional Gendarmerie, known as the “Circo”.

At least five trade union leaders were ar-
rested following a strike by civil servants
in May. They included Kuku Gedila and
Ngandu Tshilombo, leaders of the Con-
féderation démocratique du travail (cpT),
Democratic Labour Federation. All prison-
ers of conscience, they were held for up to
three months in cells below the Procuracy
building in Kinshasa.

People working for independent news-
papers were also targeted. In March and
April independent newspaper vendors in
Kinshasa were attacked by members of the
security forces, who confiscated or des-
troyed many of the newspapers. Kenge
Mukengeshayi, editor-in-chief of Le Phare
newspaper, was one of at least eight journ-
alists who were arrested. He was detained
in April by security police. In April the
High Court ordered his release, but he was
immediately redetained by order of the
Procurator General. He was released un-
tried in June.

Further arrests of President Mobutu’s
critics occurred from October onwards.
Those arrested included Ferdinand Chi-
manuka, a member of the Parti démocrate
et social chrétien (ppsc), Christian Demo-
cratic and Social Party, and president of an
opposition coalition in Kivu. He was re-
leased in December by the Supreme Court
which ruled that he had no case to answer.
Other detainees, including Déo Kambale, a
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leading ubps member, were released, but it
was not clear at the end of the year how
many remained in custody.

More than 50 soldiers arrested in Janu-
ary 1992 (see Amnesty International Report
1993) in Kinshasa continued to be held
incommunicado without charge or trial.
There were fears for their safety.

Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners
were widespread. Political detainees were
frequently beaten by members of the se-
curity forces, either at the time of arrest
or while in custody. Kalala Mbenga Kalao,
a journalist working for Tempéte des
tropiques, was brutally assaulted by the
soldiers who arrested him in August after
his newspaper published statistics indicat-
ing that members of President Mobutu's
ethnic group comprise 70 per cent of the
officers in the Zairian Armed Forces. He
was first detained in a school building
taken over by the Civil Guard, then trans-
ferred to a military security service deten-
tion centre. He was released without trial
in September.

There were also reports of detainees
being subjected to electric shocks, whip-
ping and rape. The authorities, including
the judiciary, failed to investigate claims of
torture.

“Disappearances” of suspected govern-
ment opponents continued to be reported.
At least five people, including Emile
Nkombo, a upps official, reportedly “disap-
peared” after being seized by members of
the security forces on 4 July at Kinshasa’s
principal sports stadium when the ubps
was trying to hold a rally there. The fate of
dozens of people who “disappeared” in
previous years remained unknown and it
was feared that they had been extraju-
dicially executed in secret (see previous
Amnesty International Reports).

Conditions in Zaire's prisons and deten-
tion centres were so harsh they amounted
to cruel, inhuman and degrading treat-
ment. Dozens of deaths from starvation
and medical neglect were reported in Kin-
shasa’s central prison of Makala, and also
in other prisons around the country. In
some prisons, such as Bukavu Prison, loc-
ally made leg-irons which were welded
around the prisoner’s ankles were used as
restraints, causing serious injuries to the
victims.

President Mobutu commuted all death
sentences to life imprisonment in Novem-
ber. No executions or new death sentences

were reported during the year.

Amnesty International repeatedly ex-
pressed concern to President Mobutu about
human rights violations by the security
forces and called for the release of prison-
ers of conscience and for an end to torture,
“disappearances”, extrajudicial executions
and other human rights violations. In Sep-
tember Amnesty International published a
report, Zaire: Violence against democracy,
and called publicly for an end to the cycle
of abuse and the introduction of effective
human rights safeguards in Zaire. Presid-
ent Mobutu's office said that the report
contained “tendentious allegations”, but
failed to respond to any of the cases cited.

After considering communications con-
cerning human rights violations in Zaire
under a procedure established by the Eco-
nomic and Social Council Resolutions
728F/1503, in March the UN Commission
on Human Rights adopted a resolution de-
ploring “the continuing serious violations
of human rights” in Zaire and decided to
consider the question again publicly at its
1994 session.

At least 27 government opponents were
detained without charge or trial for up to
two months. They were prisoners of con-
science. One was later tried and sentenced
to a prison term. There were reports of
prisoners being ill-treated; at least two
prisoners died after reportedly being
beaten in custody. Suspected criminals
were shot dead in circumstances sug-
gesting they had been extrajudicially
executed. At least three prisoners were
sentenced to death, but there were no
reports of executions.




In early March President Frederick
Chiluba declared a state of emergency on
the grounds that a document outlining
plans to overthrow the government had
been found at the headquarters of the op-
position United National Independence
Party (UNIP). UNIP sources said that the doc-
ument, entitled Zero Option, was not party
policy and contained policy options which
had been rejected. With the declaration of a
state of emergency, the Preservation of
Public Security Regulations came into ef-
fect: they provide for indefinite detention
without charge or trial. The emergency,
and the powers of administrative detention
it introduced, were lifted in May.

A Commission on Human Rights was
established in May to investigate allega-
tions of human rights abuses under both
the previous and current governments.

At least 27 senior members of UNIP were
detained without charge or trial in the days
after the imposition of the state of emer-
gency. Several were released within a few
days, but at the end of March at least 15, all
prisoners of conscience, remained in de-
tention. Seven of them were freed in late
April, including Rabbison Chongo and Ru-
piah Banda, who had both been ministers
in the unip government defeated in multi-
party elections in 1991.

In late May detention orders against the
remaining eight were revoked shortly be-
fore the state of emergency was lifted.
However, they were immediately rear-
rested and charged with various political
offences before being released on bail.
Three were charged with offences related
to sedition and brought to trial; one,
Bweendo Mulengela, a newspaper editor,
was sentenced in October to nine months’
imprisonment for possession of seditious
material, a charge that arose from posses-
sion of the Zero Option document. He was
granted bail pending an appeal which had
not been heard by the end of the year. The
trial of Henry Kamima, the former director
of intelligence, and another former official
opened in October but had not concluded
by the end of the year. The two men were
charged with retaining classified docu-
ments without authority. In November
the trial of three other former detainees
charged with a treason-related offence
began, but it had not concluded by the end
of the year. One of the three was Major
Wezi Kaunda, chair of the uUNIP committee
on security and son of Kenneth Kaunda,

ZAMBIA

Zambia’s President until 1991.

There were persistent reports of police
ill-treatment of prisoners. At least two of
the UNIP detainees alleged they were phys-
ically ill-treated. Cuthbert Nguni, a mem-
ber of parliament, claimed that he was
blindfolded, stripped naked and interro-
gated without a break for 39 hours during
which he was hit on the back and made to
do physical exercises. Henry Kamima al-
leged that he was tied to a chair and kicked
on the shins while under interrogation.
The allegations were investigated by the
Commission on Human Rights, but it had
not reported its findings by year-end.

At least two prisoners suspected of
criminal offences died after they were re-
portedly beaten in police custody. Smart
Siame and Matthew Mhango both died in
January while in the custody of police in
Lusaka. In each of the cases, which were
unrelated, police accounts of their deaths
differed from those of witnesses and family
members. Inquests into the deaths had not
been held by the end of the year. In general
there were considerable delays in the
opening of inquests; an inquest into the
death of Dickson Zulu, who died after
being beaten in police custody in August
1992, finally opened in April.

Police shot dead at least 13 criminal
suspects, in some cases in circumstances
which suggested they may have been extra-
judicially executed. In at least two incid-
ents suspected criminals were shot dead,
according to the police, after they tried to
escape while leading police officers to hid-
den stolen goods. In February the Minister
of Home Affairs reaffirmed comments he
had made in August 1992 making clear he
was authorizing police to “shoot to kill”
armed robbers (see Amnesty International
Report 1993).

At least three prisoners were sentenced
to death for murder and aggravated rob-
bery. The total number of prisoners facing
the death sentence remained at over 200.
There were no reports of any sentences
being carried out or commuted.

After the imposition of the state of
emergency, Amnesty International called
for the release of all those in detention con-
sidered to be prisoners of conscience, and
expressed its opposition to administrative
detention procedures which provided for
indefinite detention without charge or trial.
The organization also called for all death
sentences to be commuted.
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At least four people were killed by police
in circumstances suggesting that they may
have been extrajudicially executed. At
least two people were sentenced to death
but 37 others had their sentences com-
muted and there were no executions.

In November the Constitution was
amended so that death sentences could no
longer be challenged on the grounds that
delays before execution or the conditions
in which death-row prisoners were held
could be considered inhuman or degrading
punishment. In June the Supreme Court
had commuted the death sentences on four
prisoners to life imprisonment on the
grounds that the delay in carrying out their
sentences violated the constitutional ban
on inhuman or degrading punishment. Fol-
lowing this ruling, the death sentences on
33 other prisoners were also commuted to
life imprisonment.

There were reports during the year of
killings by the security forces which ap-
peared possibly to be extrajudicial execu-
tions. In February, four people, including a
10-year-old boy, were killed at Dalny gold
mine, west of Harare, when police opened
fire on demonstrators protesting at mine-
workers’ conditions. There were wide dis-
crepancies between police and eye-witness
accounts of the incident: police alleged
that they had opened fire only after protest-
ers used violence to try to disarm police;
eye-witnesses said the demonstration had
been peaceful. An investigation was or-
dered but no results were made public by
the end of the year.

The authorities took no steps to invest-
igate the mass graves discovered in 1992 at
Antelope Mine near Kezi: the graves were

believed to contain the remains of victims
of extrajudicial executions carried out by
the army between 1983 and 1985 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993). They also
failed to clarify the fate and whereabouts of
Rashiwe Guzha, who “disappeared” after
being reportedly kidnapped by officials of
the Central Intelligence Organization (c10)
in 1990 (see Amnesty International Report
1993). The cases of Shepard Chisango, an
army lieutenant who died in military cus-
tody in 1991, and Miria Chizhengeya, who
died in police custody in 1992 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993), remained
unresolved.

Action was taken, however, in some
cases of past human rights violations. A cio
official and a youth leader belonging to the
ruling Zimbabwe African National Union-
Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) were sentenced to
six years’ imprisonment in April for the
attempted murder in 1990 of Patrick Kom-
bayi, a prominent member of the opposi-
tion (see Amnesty International Report
1993). In July an inquest opened into the
death of Happy Dhlakama, who was alleg-
edly beaten to death in police custody in
Mutare in July 1990. It was adjourned sev-
eral times and had not been completed by
the end of the year. During 1993 it was
learned that a police officer had been sen-
tenced to four years’ imprisonment in con-
nection with the death in custody of Clever
Magwera, who died in a police station in
Kadoma in March 1991.

At least two people were sentenced to
death but there were no executions.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment of President Robert Mugabe to en-
sure that all cases of death in custody in
previous years and killings by police were
urgently and impartially investigated. The
government responded by referring to
progress in investigations into some cases.
Amnesty International welcomed the com-
mutation of 37 death sentences but ex-
pressed concern about the constitutional
amendment. It called on the government to
take steps to abolish the death penalty.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS 1993

DATE

January

January

January/February

January/February

February

February

February

March

March

March/April

March/April

April

April

April

April

April
April/May

April/May

May

May

May
May
May

May

COUNTRY

Brazil

South Africa

Malaysia

Venezuela

Ukraine

Belarus

South Africa

Trinidad and Tobago

Austria

Pakistan

former Yugoslavia

Germany

Luxembourg

USA

Tunisia

Bolivia

Algeria

former Yugoslavia

Sierra Leone

Syria

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

United Kingdom

PURPOSE

Research

Research/Observe inquest

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International's concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International's concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Observe inquest

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Observe trial

Discuss Amnesty International’s

concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Observe trial/Research
Research
Research
Research

Observe trial

DELEGATE(S)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Derrick Pounder (UK)
Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

.

Joseph Middleton (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Joseph Middleton (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Peter Vanezis (UK)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Edgardo Carvalho (Uruguay)

- Secretary General of Amnesty
International
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Waesley Gryk (USA)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

Najib Hosni (Tunisia)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat ‘

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Maryam Elahi (USA}
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May/June

June

June

June

June/July

June/July

June/July

June/July
June/July

June/July

July

July

July

July

July/August

July/August
August

COUNTRY
South Africa

Israel/Occupied
Territories

Morocco

Japan

Israel/Occupied

Territories

Senegal

Croatia

Guatemala

Denmark

Bulgaria

Romania

Egypt

Jamaica

Croatia
Peru

Ethiopia

Switzerland
Brazil
Cambodia
Indonesia

Albania
Sri Lanka

PURPOSE

Observe inquest/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
[nternational’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International's
concerns with government
authorities/ Research

Observe trial

Research
Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

DELEGATE(S)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Allan Huglstad (Denmark)

- Staff member of International

Secretariat

Deputy Secretary General of
Amnesty International

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Djibril Abarchi (Niger)
Stephen Ellis (UK)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Alain Bovard (Canada)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

RogerClark (Canada)

Carlos Salinas (Chile)
Guadalupe Rivas (Mexico)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Secretary General of Amnesty
International

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Fritz Kodagoda (Sri Lanka)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Willy Mutunga (Kenya)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Linda Rabben (USA)

Roger Clark (Canada)
David Chandler (USA)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Jan Jansen (Netherlands)

Staff member of International
Secretariat




DATE
August

August/
Septemher

September

September

September

September/
October

September/
October

October

October

October

October
October

October

October

October/
November

October/

November

November

November

November

November

November

November

November

COUNTRY
USA

South Africa

Egypt

Germany

Israel/Occupied
Territories

Turkey

United Kingdom

Hong Kong

Burundi

northern Iraq

Turkey

Jordan

northern Cyprus

Yemen

Nepal

Venezuela

Republic of Korea

Malawi

Turkey

Mexico

United Kingdom
Hungary

Jamaica

PURPOSE

Research

Research

Observe trial

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Observe trial
Research/Observe trial

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Research

Observe court hearing

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities/
Observe trial

Research/Observe trial

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International's
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/ Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International's concerns with
government authorities

Research

Observe trial

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities
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Staff member of International
Secretariat

Rod Morgan (UK)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Christopher Avery (USA)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Christopher Avery (USA)

Franca Sciuto (ltaly)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Daniel Bethlehem (UK)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Three staff members of
International Secretariat

José Antonio Martin Pallin (Spain)
Two staff members of International |
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Two staff members of International
Secretariat

Curt Goering (USA)
Staff member of International
Secretariat

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Robert Robertson (Canada)

Staff member of International
Secretariat

Rod Morgan (UK)
Staff member of International
Secretariat
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APPENDIX I/APPENDIX II

DATE COUNTRY

November Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia

(Kosovo province)

PURPOSE

Observe trial

DELEGATE(S)
- Jodo Nabais (Portugal)

November/ China Research - Staff member of International
December Secretariat
November/ Antigua Research - Staff member of International
December Barbados Secretariat

Dominica

Puerto Rico

St Christoper & Nevis

St Lucia

St Vincent
November/ Morocco Research/Discuss Amnesty - Two staff members of International
December International’s concerns with Secretariat

government authorities
December Colombia Research - Staff member of International
Secretariat

December Israel/Occupied Research/Discuss Amnesty - Staff member of International

Territories

International’s concerns with

Secretariat

government authorities

APPENDIX 11

STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Articles 1 and 2

As amended by the 21st International Council,
meeting in Boston, USA, 6 to 14 August 1993

Object and Mandate

1. The object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is

to contribute to the observance
throughout the world of human rights
as set out in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

In pursuance of this object, and
recognizing the obligation on each
person to extend to others rights and
freedoms equal to his or her own,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts as its
mandate:

To promote awareness of and

adherence to the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights and other
internationally recognized human
rights instruments, the values
enshrined in them, and the
indivisibility and interdependence of
all human rights and freedoms;

To oppose grave violations of the rights

of evary person freely to hold and to

expriiss his or her convictions and to be

free from discrimination by reason of
ethnic origin, sex, colour or language,
and of the right of every person to

physical and mental integrity, and, in
particular, to oppose by all appropriate
means irrespective of political
considerations:

a) the imprisonment, detention or
other physical restrictions imposed
on any person by reason of his or her
political, religious or other
conscientiously held beliefs or by
reason of his or her ethnic origin,
sex, colour or language, provided
that he or she has not used or
advocated violence (hereinafter
referred to as “prisoners of
conscience”); AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall work towards the release of
and shall provide assistance to
prisoners of conscience;

b

—

the detention of any political
prisoner without fair trial within a
reasonable time or any trial
procedures relating to such
prisoners that do not conform to
internationally recognized norms;

-—

c) the death penalty, and the torture or

other cruel, inhuman or degrading




treatment or punishment of
prisoners or other detained or
restricted persons, whether or not
the persons affected have used or
advocated violence;

d

—

the extrajudicial execution of
persons whether or not imprisoned,
detained or restricted, and
“disappearances”, whether or not
the persons affected have used or
advocated violence.

Methods

. In order to achieve the aforesaid object
and mandate, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall:

a) at all times make clear its
impartiality as regards countries
adhering to the different world
political ideologies and groupings;

b

-

promote as appears appropriate the
adoption of constitutions,
conventions, treaties and other
measures which guarantee the rights
contained in the provisions referred
to in Article 1 hereof;

~—

c) support and publicize the activities
of and cooperate with international
organizations and agencies which

work for the implementation of the

aforesaid provisions;

d

—

take all necessary steps to establish
an effective organization of sections,
affiliated groups and individual
members;

—

e) secure the adoption by groups of
members or supporters of individual
prisoners of conscience or entrust to
such groups other tasks in support of
the object and mandate set out in

Article 1;

f) provide financial and other relief to
prisoners of conscience and their
dependants and to persons who
have lately been prisoners of
conscience or who might reasonably
be expected to be prisoners of
conscience or to become prisoners of

conscience if convicted or if they

were to return to their own

countries, to the dependants of such
persons and to victims of torture in
need of medical care as a direct
result thereof;

—

provide legal aid, where necessary
and possible, to prisoners of
conscience and to persons who
might reasonably be expected to be
prisoners of conscience or to become
prisoners of conscience if convicted
or if they were to return to their own
countries, and, where desirable,
send observers to attend the trials of
such persons;

8

h) publicize the cases of prisoners of
conscience or persons who have
otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the
aforesaid provisions;

i) investigate and publicize the
“disappearance” of persons where
there is reason to believe that they
may be victims of violations of the
rights set out in Article 1 hereof;

j) oppose the sending of persons from
one country to another where they
can reasonably be expected to
become prisoners of conscience or to
face torture or the death penalty;

k) send investigators, where
appropriate, to investigate
allegations that the rights of
individuals under the aforesaid
provisions have been violated or
threatened;

1) make representations to
international organizations and to
governments whenever it appears
that an individual is a prisoner of
conscience or has otherwise been
subjected to disabilities in violation
of the aforesaid provisions;

m)promote and support the granting of
general amnesties of which the
beneficiaries will include prisoners
of conscience;

n) adopt any other appropriate
methods for the securing of its object
and mandate.

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is available free upon request from:
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London WC1X 8D]J,
United Kingdom.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
NEWS RELEASES 1993

15 January

Brazil: Indigenous communities face
human rights violations; the authorities fail
to act

19 January
Pakistan: Political activists and journalists
arrested and tortured

21 January
Bosnia: Rape and other human rights
violations are still widespread

3 February
Racism: Police in Europe are guilty of
human rights abuses

10 February
Australia: Justice system is weighted
against aboriginal people

12 February
Sri Lanka: Despite government promises,
gross human rights violations continue

19 February

Sudan: Mass killings, ethnic displacement
and other gross human rights violations
continue

23 February

Morocco: Amnesty International
denounces neglect of human rights
concerns in Western Sahara

2 March
Algeria: Human rights violations increase
under state of emergency

8 March
Women: Amnesty International urges
protection for women activists

15 March
Togo: Security forces are still allowed to
act with impunity

17 March
Japan: Government is failing to protect
those fleeing persecution

25 March

UN World Conference on Human Rights:
Human rights at risk of being undermined,
says Amnesty International

26 March
usA: Executions of juvenile offenders are
imminent

30 March
Japan: Amnesty International fears further
executions

1 April

Baltic states: Amnesty International
launches a campaign against the death
penalty

7 April

Morocco: Amnesty International calls on
governments to halt “disappearances” once
and for all

8 April

India: Amnesty International calls for
access to investigate human rights abuses
throughout India

16 April
China: Amnesty International calls for
fundamental reforms to end torture

19 April

UN World Conference on Human Rights:
Conference could turn back clock on
human rights, says Amnesty International

21 April

UN World Conference on Human Rights:
Open letter to Heads of State and
Government from Amnesty International’s
Secretary General calls for action to drive
the Conference forward

21 April
Chad: Hundreds of deaths underline
broken promises of reform

23 April

War crimes: The international war crimes
tribunal for the former Yugoslavia must be
fair, just and effective

28 April
Bangladesh: Serious human rights
violations continue

30 April

Somalia: Update on a disaster - Amnesty
International makes proposals for human
rights




5 May
Tadzhikistan: Hidden human rights
tragedy is taking place

7 May

Brazil: Amnesty International fears
sabotage of judicial proceedings after
massacre

12 May
Indigenous peoples: Indigenous peoples
are still at risk around the world

18 May
Malawi: Human rights violations threaten
referendum

19 May
Guatemala: Violations of the past continue

26 May
Egypt: Grave human rights violations
escalate amid political violence

27 May

Israel and the Occupied Territories:
Amnesty International is extremely
concerned at the situation in the occupied
Gaza Strip

28 May

Azerbaydzhan: Hundreds of hostages held
in the Karabakh conflict - civilians
continue to pay the price

1 June

UN World Conference on Human Rights:
World Conference on Human Rights is a
“Slap in the face of humanity”, says
Amnesty International

4 June

China: Authorities crack down on protests
in Tibet

14 June

UN World Conference on Human Rights:
Secretary General of Amnesty International

to speak at the world’s biggest post-card
display collage in Vienna

14 June

UN World Conference: Nobel Peace Prize
winners boycott opening of World
Conference on Human Rights

17 June

UN World Conference: Human rights
organizations protest as Myanmar speaks at
World Conference

18 June
Myanmar: Burmese Nobel prize winner
still a prisoner on her birthday

APPENDIX It

21 June

UN World Conference: First week “week of
shame”, says Secretary General of Amnesty
International

24 June

UN World Conference: Amnesty
International makes delegates walk over
13,000 appeal letters and says “Stop
trampling on human rights!”

24 June

UN World Conference: Amnesty
International spells out agenda for action
on human rights

29 June

Maldives: Political prisoners, including
prisoners of conscience, are still held after
three years

1 July
Saudi Arabia: Public executions reach
shocking proportions

1 July

Kuwait: Amnesty International fears
imminent executions and is concerned that
defendants in Bush assassination case will
not get fair trial

6 July
USA: More juvenile offenders face
execution following Supreme Court ruling

8 July

Amnesty International Report 1993:
Governments are playing politics with
people’s lives

13 July
India: Government fails to accept Amnesty
International’s proposed visit to Bombay

22 July
Taiwan: Prisoners on death row suffer
cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment

28 July
Indonesia: Systematic abuse in Aceh
province in the name of “restoring order”

3 August
Georgia: Human rights violations alleged
during the conflict in Abkhazia

9 August

Laos: Amnesty International calls for
release of prisoners of conscience and
review of unfair trial

12 August
Sierra Leone: Children are detained in

rebel war
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14 August

Amnesty International’s International
Council Meeting (icM): 1cM looks to
changing human rights violations

18 August

Japan: Amnesty International calls on new
Prime Minister to address human rights
concerns

20 August
Angola: Action is needed to stop human
rights abuse in bloody civil war

23 August

Trinidad and Tobago: Amnesty
International urgently appeals to
government to halt tomorrow’s executions

26 August
Yemen: Political prisoners are still behind
bars

8 September
Iraq: Gulf war detainees are held as
prisoners of conscience

8 September
Iraq: Scores of prominent Sunni Arabs
arrested and are at risk of abuse in custody

14 September
Saudi Arabia: Christians and Shi‘a
Muslims suffer persecution

16 September

Zaire: Thousands of people are murdered
or tortured as Zaire faces worst human
rights crisis since the civil war

23 September
Egypt: Grossly unfair mass trials and death
sentences are a travesty of justice

29 September
Sudan: Human rights violations are at the
heart of the famine

1 October

Refugees: International protection of
refugees is threatened by powerful
governments

5 October
Togo: Massive human rights violations
continue despite political reform

7 October

Council of Eurepe: Amnesty International
urges historic Council of Europe summit to
live up to 44-year-old pledge

8 October
Myanmar: Climate of fear is all-pervasive
amid ongoing human rights violations

11 October

Francophone Summit: End impunity for
violators of human rights, appeals
Amnesty International

12 October

Yugoslavia: Human rights violations
continue in Kosovo as authorities deny
Amnesty International access to the region

14 October

North Korea: Thousands have suffered
systematic torture, summary executions
and detention during 30 years of human
rights violations

18 October

Commonwealth: Amnesty International
renews calls to heads of government to do
more to promote and protect human rights

19 October

Organization of American States (0AS): OAS
must tackle “disappearances” and political
killings, says Amnesty International

20 October

Campaign against political killings and
“disappearances”: Amnesty International
launches a major campaign to end the
bloodshed and terror

26 October
Afghanistan: Hundreds of Afghan asylum-
seekers risk forcible return

28 October

Algeria: Hundreds are sentenced to death
and more than 20 executed after unfair
trials

29 October

Burundi: Amnesty International delegates
return from Bujumbura with reports of
killings following the coup

4 November
United Nations: Progress is stalled on UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights

10 November
Venezuela: Human rights are eclipsed by
rising instability and violence

11 November
Egypt: uN Committee against Torture
examines Egypt’s appalling torture record




15 November

Portugal: Torture and ill-treatment by
police continue; authorities fail to bring
perpetrators to justice

17 November

Iran: Serious human rights violations
continue amid political and religious
repression

19 November

Papua New Guinea: Torture and killings
continue on Bougainville; government
turns a blind eye

23 November
Iraq: Amnesty International calls on UN to
set up human rights monitoring urgently

7 December

Pakistan: Amnesty International calls on
new government to stop torture, political
killings and “disappearances”

APPENDIX Il /APPENDIX IV

9 December

South Africa: Human rights abuses
jeopardize prospects for free and fair
elections

9 December

Human rights in the 90s: Amnesty
International’s Secretary General sets an
agenda for action

15 December
India: “Disappearances” persist in Jammu
and Kashmir and in Punjab

15 December

United Nations: Amnesty International
welcomes UN resolution on High
Commissioner for Human Rights

16 December

Bahrain: Citizens are turned away at
airports and forced into exile

APPENDIX IV

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
AROUND THE WORLD

There were 4,349 local Amnesty Interna-
tional groups registered with the Interna-
tional Secretariat at the end of 1993, plus
several thousand school, university, profes-
sional and other groups in over 80 countries
around the world. In 53 countries these

groups are coordinated by sections, whose
addresses are given below. There are individ-
ual members, supporters and recipients of
Amnesty International information (such as
the monthly Amnesty International News-
letter) in over 150 countries and territories.

SECTION ADDRESSES

Algeria:

Amnesty International,
Section Algérienne,
BP 99 Garidi, Kouba,
16051 Alger

Argentina:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Argentina,
Avenida Col6n 56,

62 Piso, Oficina “A”,
Cérdoba 5000

Australia:

Amnesty International,
Australian Section,
Private Bag 23, Broadway,
New South Wales 2007

Austria:

Amnesty International,

Austrian Section,

Wiedner Giirtel 12/7, A-1040 Wien

Bangladesh:

Amnesty International,
Bangladesh Section,
GPO Box 103, Ramna,
Dhaka 1000

Barbados:

Amnesty International,

Barbados Section,

PO Box 872, Bridgetown
Belgium:

Amnesty International,

Belgian Section (Flemish branch),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen 6

Amnesty International,
Section belge francophone,
9 rue Berckmans, 1060 Bruxelles

Bermuda:

Amnesty International,

Bermuda Section,

PO Box HM 2136, Hamilton HM JX
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Brazil:

Anistia Internacional,

Segdo Brasileira,

Rua Vicente Leporace 833,
CEP 04619-032, Sdo Paulo SP

Canada:

Amnesty International,

Canadian Section
(English-speaking branch),

214 Montreal Rd, Suite 401, Vanier,
Ontario, K1L 8L8

Amnistie Internationale,

Section canadienne francophone,
6250 boulevard Monk,

Montréal, Québec H4E 3H7

Chile:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Chilena,
Casilla 4062, Santiago

Colombia:

Seriores,

Apartado Aéreo 76350,
Bogota

Cote d’Ivoire:
Amnesty International,
Section Ivoirienne,

04 BP 895, Abidjan 04

Denmark:

Amnesty International,

Danish Section,

Dyrkoeb 3, 1166 Copenhagen K

Ecuador:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Ecuatoriana,
Casilla 17-15-240-C, Quito

Faroe Islands:

Amnesty International,

Faroe Islands Section,

PO Box 1075, FR-110, Térshavn

Finland:

Amnesty International,
Finnish Section,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D,
00180 Helsinki,

France:

Amnesty International,
Section Frangaise,

4 rue de la Pierre Levée,
75553 Paris, Cedex 11

Germany:

Amnesty International,
German Section,

Heerstrasse 178, D-53108 Bonn

Ghana:

Amnesty International,
Ghanaian Section,

PO Box 1173, Koforidua E.R.

Greece:

Amnesty International,
Greek Section,

30 Sina Street, 106 72 Athens

Guyana:
Amnesty International,
Guyana Section,

c/o PO Box 10720, Palm Court Building,

35 Main Street, Georgetown

Hong Kong:
Amnesty International,
Hong Kong Section,

Unit 3C, Best-O-Best Commercial Centre,

32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon

Iceland:

Amnesty International,
Icelandic Section,

PO Box 618, 121 Reykjavik

India:

Amnesty International,
Indian Section,

13 Indrapastha Building,
E 109 Pandav Nagar,
Delhi 110092

Ireland:

Amnesty International,
Irish Section,

Sean MacBride House,
8 Shaw St, Dublin 2

Israel:

Amnesty International,

Israel Section,

PO Box 14179, Tel Aviv 61141

Italy:

Amnesty International,

Italian Section,

Viale Mazzini 146, 00195 Rome

Japan:

Amnesty International,
Japanese Section,
Daisan-Sanbu Biru 2F/3F,
2-3-22 Nishi-Waseda,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169

Korea (Republic of):
Amnesty International,
Kyeong Buk R.C.O. Box 36,
706-600, Daegu

Luxembourg:

Amnesty International,
Luxembourg Section,
Boite Postale 1914,
1019 Luxembourg

Mauritius:

Amnesty International,
Mauritius Section,

BP 69 Rose Hill




Mexico:
Seccién Mexicana de Amnistia
Internacional,

CP 01000 México DF

Nepal:

Amnesty International,
Nepalese Section,

PO Box 135, Jamal,
Ranipokhari, Kathmandu

Netherlands:
Amnesty International,
Dutch Section,

New Zealand:

Amnesty International,
New Zealand Section,
PO Box 793, Wellington 1

Nigeria:

Amnesty International,

Nigerian Section,

PMB 59 Agodi, Ibadan, Oyo State

Norway:

Amnesty International,
Norwegian Section,
Maridalsveien 87, 0461 Oslo 4

Peru:
Seriores,
Casilla 659, Lima 18

Philippines:

Amnesty International,
Philippines Section,

PO Box 286, Sta Mesa Post Office,
1008 Sta Mesa, Manila

Portugal:

Amnistia Internacional,
Secgao Portuguesa,

Rua de Campolide 105, 12 Dto,
1000 Lisboa

Puerto Rico:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién de Puerto Rico,
Calle Robles No 54-Altos,
Oficina 11, Rio Piedras,
Puerto Rico 00925

Senegal:

Amnesty International
Senegalese Section

c/o International Secretariat
1 Easton Street

London WC1X 8DJ

United Kingdom

Apartado Postal No. 20-217, San Angel,

Keizersgracht 620, 1017 ER Amsterdam

Sierra Leone:
Amnesty International,
Sierra Leone Section,
PMB 1021,

Freetown

Spain:

Amnesty International,
Seccién Espaiiola,

Apartado de Correos 50.318,
28080 Madrid

Sweden:

Amnesty International,
Swedish Section,

PO Box 27827,

S-115 93 Stockholm

Switzerland:

Amnesty International,
Swiss Section,

PO Box,

CH-3001 Bern

Tanzania:

Amnesty International,
Tanzanian Section,

PO Box 4331,

Dar es Salaam

Tunisia:

Amnesty International,
Section Tunisienne,

48 Avenue Farhat Hached,
3eme étage,

1001 Tunis

United Kingdom:
Amnesty International,
British Section,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4RE

United States of America:

Amnesty International of the USA (AIUSA)
322 8th Ave,

New York,

NY 10001

Uruguay:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Uruguaya,

Yi 1333 Of. 305,
Montevideo

Venezuela:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Venezolana,
Apartado Postal 5110,
Carmelitas 1010-A,
Caracas
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APPENDIX IV/APPENDIX V

340 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS
BUT WHERE LOCAL AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS EXIST
OR ARE BEING FORMED

Albania Gambia Pakistan
Armenia Gaza Strip and West Bank Papua New Guinea
Aruba Georgia Paraguay
Bahamas Grenada Poland
Benin Hungary Romania
Bolivia Jamaica Russia
Bulgaria Jordan Singapore
Cameroon Kazakhstan Slovakia
Central African Republic Kuwait Slovenia
Chad Kyrgyzstan South Africa
Costa Rica Lesotho Taiwan
Croatia Lithuania Thailand
Curagao Macau Togo

Czech Republic Malaysia Ukraine
Dominican Republic Mali Yemen
Egypt Malta Zambia
Estonia Moldova Zimbabwe
Fiji Mongolia

Amnesty International groups in Sudan have ceased activities following the banning of all political
parties, trade unions and non-governmental organizations including the Sudanese Amnesty
International Organization, under which the Sudanese groups were officially registered in Sudan.

APPENDIX V
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INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ross Daniels/Australia
Celso Garbarz/Israel
Liz Jenkins/United Kingdom
Menno Kamminga/Netherlands

Mardi Mapa-Suplido/Philippines
Gerry O'Connell/Italy

Marie Staunton/United Kingdom

Tracy Ulltveit-Moe/International Secretariat
Susan Waltz/United States of America
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SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not
yetratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat
the object and purpose of the treaty.

International Optional Protocol Second Optional International Convention against  Convention relating  Protocol relating to
Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
(ICCPR) abolition of the and Cultural Rights  Degrading Treatment

death penalty (ICESCR) or Punishment

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1993)
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Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
(ICCPR) abolition of the and Cultural Rights  Degrading Treatment

death penalty (ICESCR) or Punishment
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Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
(ICCPR) abolition of the and Cultural Rights  Degrading Treatment

death penalty (ICESCR) or Punishment
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and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
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and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
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Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel. Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
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International Optional Protocol Second Optional International Convention against  Convention relating  Protocol relating to
Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel,Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
(ICCPR) abolition of the and Cultural Rights  Degrading Treatment

death penalty (ICESCR) or Punishment

Zaire

Zimbabwe X

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession
denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1993

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of
violations of the Convention

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to

*

examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if
warranted
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Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation or
application of the American Convention)
This chart lists countries which were members of the 0As at the end of 1993.

APPENDIX ViI
# SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES
(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1993)
ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY {OAU)
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS (1981)
Algeria x  Gabon x Rwanda X
Angola x Gambia x  Saharawi Arab
Benin x  Ghana X Democratic Republic  x
Botswana x  Guinea x  Sdo Tomé and Principe  x
Burkina Faso x  Guinea-Bissau x  Senegal X
Burundi x  Kenya x  Seychelles X
Cameroon x  Lesotho x  Sierra Leone X
Cape Verde x  Liberia x  Somalia X
Central African Republic x Libya x  Sudan X
Chad x  Madagascar x  Swaziland
Comoros x  Malawi x  Tanzania X
Congo x  Mali x  Togo X
Cote d'Ivoire X  Mauritania x  Tunisia X
Djibouti X  Mauritius x Uganda X
Egypt x  Mozambique x  Zaire X
Equatorial Guinea x  Namibia X  Zambia X
Eritrea Niger x  Zimbabwe X
Ethiopia Nigeria X
x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
This chart lists countries which were members of the oau at the end of 1993.
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)
American Inter-American American Inter-American
Convention Convention to Convention Convention to
on Human  Preventand on Human  Prevent and
Rights (1969) Punish Torture Rights (1969) Punish Torture
(1985) (1985)
Antigua and Barbuda Haiti X s
Argentina x(62) X Honduras x(62) s
Bahamas Jamaica X
Barbados X Mexico X X
Belize Nicaragua x(62) S
Bolivia x(62) s Panama x(62) X
Brazil X X Paraguay x(62) X
Canada Peru x(62) X
Chile x(62) X St Christopher
Colombia x(62) s and Nevis
Costa Rica x(62) s St Lucia
Cuba St Vincent and
Dominica X the Grenadines
i Dominican Republic X X Suriname x(62) X
= | Ecuador x(62) s Trinidad and Tobago x(62)
El Salvador X s United States of
Grenada X America s
Guatemala x(62) X Uruguay x(62) X
3 Guyana Venezuela x(62) x
s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
E x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
(62) denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the
&




Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

Italy
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
San Marino
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

European
Convention
forthe
Protection of
Human
Rights and
Fundamental
Freedoms
(1950}

X

X X X X X ® X X ® X X X X X X ® X X X X X X X X X ©® X X X X X

Article 25

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X

x

X X X X X

Article 46

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X

x

X X X X X

Protocol
No. 6*

X X X X ® X X X © X X ® X

X X X X

X

X X X » X X

APPENDIX VIi

European
Convention

for the

Prevention of
Torture and
Inhuman or
Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment (1987)

X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X ® X » X

X X X X X ® » X u X

Article 25: denotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention, recognizing
the competence of the European Commission of Human Rights to consider in-

dividual complaints of violations of the Convention

Article 46: denotes Declaration under Article 46 of the European Convention, recognizing
as compulsory the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights in all
matters concerning interpretation and application of the European Convention

* Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights: concerning abolition of

the death penalty (1983)

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 1993.
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APPENDIX Vil

SELECTED STATISTICS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

At the beginning of 1994 there were more
than 1,100,000 members, subscribers and
regular donors in over 150 countries. There
were 4,349 local Amnesty International
groups registered with the International
Secretariat, plus several thousand school,
university, professional and other groups
in over 80 countries.

PRISONER CASES AND RELEASES

At the end of September 1993 Amnesty
International was working on 3,507 Action
Files and cases featuring over 8,960 indi-
viduals, including prisoners of conscience
and other victims of human rights viola-
tions. During the year action began on 856
new cases. A total of 922 cases involving
the release of prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience was
recorded.

URGENT ACTION APPEALS

During 1993 Amnesty International initi-
ated 551 actions which required urgent
appeals from the Urgent Action Network.
There were also 318 calls for further ap-
peals on actions already issued. Members
of the Urgent Action Network were there-
fore asked to send appeals on 869 occa-
sions. These actions were on behalf of
people in 86 countries.

The 551 new actions were issued on be-
half of people who were either at risk or
had been victims of the following human
rights violations: torture — 179 cases; polit-
ical killing — 100 cases; “disappearance” —
76 cases; judicial execution - 95 cases:
death threats and other threats to safety —
130 cases; and legal concerns such as
detention without trial, incommunicado
detention and arbitrary arrest — 108 cases.
(These categories are not mutually exclu-
sive; more than one concern may have
been featured in an action.) Other concerns
included ill-health, deaths in custody, re-
foulement (forcible repatriation) of asylum-
seekers, flogging and forcible exile.

REGIONAL ACTION NETWORKS

Amnesty International's Regional Action
Networks deal with human rights abuses in
every country of the world. During the

year, 2,417 Amnesty International local
groups participated in the Regional Action
Networks, which worked on the cases
of thousands of victims of human rights
violations.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING

The budget adopted by Amnesty Interna-
tional for 1993 was £12,755,700. This sum
represents slightly less than one quarter of
the estimated income likely to be raised
during the year by the movement's na-
tional sections. Amnesty International's
national sections and local volunteer
groups are responsible for funding the
movement. There is no central fund-raising
program and no money is sought or ac-
cepted from governments. The donations
that sustain Amnesty International’s work
come from its members and the public.

RELIEF
During 1993 the International Secretariat
of Amnesty International distributed
£219,854 in relief (financial assistance) to
victims of human rights violations such as
prisoners of conscience and recently re-
leased prisoners of conscience and their
dependants, and to provide medical treat-
ment for torture victims. In addition, the
organization’s sections and groups distrib-
uted a further substantial amount, much of
it in the form of modest payments by local
groups to their adopted prisoners of
conscience and dependent families.
Amnesty International’s ultimate goal is
to end human rights violations, but so long
as they continue it tries to provide practi-
cal help to the victims. Relief is an impor-
tant aspect of this work. Sometimes
Amnesty International provides financial
assistance directly to individuals. At other
times, it works through local bodies such
as local and national human rights organi-
zations so as to ensure that resources are
used as effectively as possible for those in
most need. When Amnesty International
asks an intermediary to distribute relief
payments on its behalf, it stipulates pre-
cisely the intended purpose and beneficia-
ries and requires the intermediary to report
back on the expenditure of the funds.
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This report Is dedicated to the victims of human

rights abuse and 1o the women and men whose
infarmation - often given at great risk - makes Amnesty
International’s work possible, Many govemments around
the wworld imprisan, torture and kill thelr opponants.
Armed opposition groups seek [o galn advantage by
faking hostages and killing defenceless bystanders. in the
front line, working to defend the weak and hold the
powerful to account, are human rights activists. Their
contribution to the struggle for freedom and justice is
refiected in this annual review of
human rights violations, Covering

151 countries, It calls for the release of
prisaners af conscience and an end to “
torture, "disappearances”, political —
killings, the death penalty and other
grave human rights abuses. |
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