


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































holes in it and his car was outside the 
mukhabarat office. No investigation was 
held into his death. 

Four people were sentenced to death 
and two were executed, the first execu­
tions under the PA. Ra'ed, Muhammad and 
Fares Abu Sultan, three members of the is­
tikhbarat, were brought to trial before a 
military court in Gaza in August on 
charges of killing two members of another 
family during an armed confrontation. 
The trial, which was unannounced, was 
held the day after the murders. A journal­
ist who tried to enter the court was report­
edly beaten by police. The death sentence 
was handed down the next day and the 
following day, three days after the murder, 
Ra'ed and Muhammad Abu Sultan were 
executed by firing squad. The death sen­
tence on Fares Abu Sultan was commuted. 

Amnesty International delegates visited 
areas under the jurisdiction of the PA on 
several occasions, meeting President Arafat 
and other officials, and raising concerns 
about prolonged detention without charge 
or trial, unfair trials and torture. Officials 
said Hamas and Islamic Jihad supporters 
were detained without charge or trial for 
fear of further suicide bombings. 

In September Amnesty International 
published a report, Israel and the Oc­
cupied Territories and the Palestinian 
Authority: Five years after the Oslo 
Agreement - human rights sacrificed for 
'security'. The organization made frequent 
appeals to Israel and to the USA not to put 
pressure on the PA to detain opponents of 
the peace process without charge or trial 
or after unfair tria Is. 

PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA 

Ill-treatment by members of the security 
forces continued to be reported. Prison 
conditions amounting to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading punishment were high­
lighted after rioting and mass escapes by 
prisoners. There were reports that at least 
five people were shot dead by police in 
disputed circumstances. 

Significant progress was made towards 
resolving the armed conflict on the island 
of Bougainville, where the October 1997 

truce appeared to be holding (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 998). In January the 

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY/pAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Papua New Guinea government, the 
Bougainville Transitional Government, 
the Bougainville Resistance Forces, the 
Bougainville Interim Government, com­
munity leaders and the Bougainville Revo­
lutionary Army jointly announced the 
"Lincoln Agreement" in New Zealand, 
which formalized steps towards peace on 
Bougainville, including a formal cease-fire 
signed in April. The agreement included 
plans for the gradual withdrawal of Papua 
New Guinea Defence Force (PNGDF) per­
sonnel from Bougainville during the 
restoration of civil authority, a return to 
civilian policing, and democratic elections 
for a provincial Bougainville Reconcili­
ation Government. Parties to the meeting 
also agreed "to renounce the use of armed 
forces and violence" and to respect 
"human rights and the rule of law". 

..... 

• 
\ i tf 

In April the UN Security Council issued 
a Presidential Statement supporting the 
"Lincoln Agreement" and the develop­
ment of a UN peace monitoring mission as 
requested in the agreement. A UN office 
was established in Bougainville. In June 
the government announced the with­
drawal of PNGDF forces from the capital of 
Bougainville, Arawa, and other parts of 
the island, and the restoration of the na­
tional and village court system. In Decem­
ber, however, parliament twice failed to 
pass legislation necessary for the holding 
of provincial elections in Bougainville. 

In a move linked to the peace process 
in Bougainville, an advisory "Committee 
on the Power of Mercy" was reportedly 
re-established in September. The Com­
mittee was to investigate and make 
recommendations on appeals from pris­
oners to be released or to have their 
sentences reduced. 

There was no substantial progress in 
the establishment of a National Commis­
sion on Human Rights announced by the 
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government in 1997 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Repart 1 998). 

Charges of sedition against the PNGDF 

Commander, Brigadier-General Jerry Sin­
girok, dismissed in 1997 for his role in 
preventing the planned use of foreign mer­
cenaries in the Bougainville conflict and 
for calling on former Prime Minister Sir 
Julius Chan to step down, were suspended 
during judicial inquiries into the affair 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
The second of two judicial inquiries found 
in October that he had not tried to over­
throw the previous government, but had 
acted unlawfully in seeking to expel the 
mercenaries. Brigadier-General Singirok 
was reappointed as Commander, but 
the sedition charges were reinstated in 
November. 

Ill-treatment by the security forces con­
tinued to be reported. In June at least 20 

people were reportedly injured and some 
ill-treated when approximately 100 armed 
police officers fired tear gas at students to 
break up non-violent demonstrations at the 
University of Papua New Guinea Waigani 
Campus. Police defended their action by 
saying they could not wait for more than 
an hour until students removed a road­
block to prevent access to the campus. 

In May a group of women publicly ex­
pressed concern about police use of force 
during arrests,  alleging that officers in Port 
Moresby had used a sledgehammer to hit 
the leg of a suspect they had already arres­
ted. In August Louis Mark and Andrew 
Aubu alleged they were beaten by police 
and whipped with a bamboo branch after 
officers stopped them for questioning. In 
September there were reports that several 
people had lodged formal complaints of 
police ill-treatment during the police's 
"Operation Sweep" in Manus island, 
ahead of an international sports competi­
tion there. 

Severe and prolonged shortages of food 
contributed to rioting and mass escapes of 
prisoners, including at Bomana Prison 
near the capital, Port Moresby, and at 
Kerevat Jail in East New Britain province. 
An official investigation was opened. 

Reports in August cited complaints 
about the killing of five criminal suspects 
in disputed circumstances by police offi­
cers at Tabubil and Laloki. At least one of 
them was reportedly shot in the back by 
police who claimed they were pursuing 
armed suspects shooting at officers. One 

police officer was suspended from duty 
when investigations began into the death 
of a villager who died in September after 
police reportedly fired three shots to dis­
perse men who were fighting in Kagua, 
Southern Highlands Province. 

Amnesty International continued to 
monitor developments in Bougainville 
and reports of human rights violations by 
police in other provinces. 

PARAGUAY 

Landless peasant farmers were arrested 
and intimidated in the context of land 
disputes; three were shot dead. Criminal 
suspects were tortured and ill-treated by 
police and there were continued reports 
of ill-treatment, "disappearance" and 
deaths in unclear circumstances of armed 
forces recruits, including minors. Prose­
cutions for past human rights violations 
continued, although little progress was 
made in investigating more recent abuses. 

A prolonged political crisis led to con­
tinued instability throughout the year. 
In March former army commander and 
presidential candidate Lino Oviedo was 
sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment 
by an extraordinary military tribunal for 
an attempted coup against President Juan 
Carlos Wasmosy in 1996 (see previous 
Amnesty International Reports). The sen­
tence was confirmed by the Supreme 
Court of Justice in April. Former General 
Oviedo was also given a dishonourable 
discharge and barred from running for 
elective office. His vice-presidential run­
ning mate, Raul Cubas Grau, took his place 
as the ruling Colorado Party's candidate 
and won the presidential elections in May. 



Three days after his inauguration in 
August, President Cubas issued Decree 
Law 1 1 7  which reduced General Oviedo's 
10-year prison sentence to three months 
and ordered his immediate release on the 
grounds that he had already served the 
sentence. In December the Supreme Court 
ruled Decree Law 1 1 7  unconstitutional 
and ordered that General Oviedo return to 
jail to serve his full prison term. The insti­
tutional and political crisis deepened 
when President Cubas refused to comply. 
General Oviedo remained at liberty at the 
end of the year. 

A new penal code, making torture, 
genocide and enforced disappearance 
criminal offences punishable by minimum 
five-year prison sentences, came into force 
in November. 

Against the backdrop of the long­
running political crisis there was a deteri­
oration in respect for human rights. Re­
ports of harassment, intimidation and 
attacks on peasant farmers in the context 
of land disputes increased. Peasant farmer 
Cristino Romero Vera was reportedly shot 
dead by police agents in the locality of 
Maciel in August. An investigation was 
opened. In a growing number of cases, 
those responsible for attacks against land­
less peasants were civilian gunmen - al­
legedly hired by landowners - who acted 
with the complicity of the police or judi­
cial authorities. More than 500 families 
legally settled on 226,000 hectares of land 
in Amambay and Concepci6n departments 
were repeatedly threatened and harassed 
by a group of gunmen composed of police, 
retired army officers and civilians be­
lieved to be acting on behalf of the former 
OWner of the land. The land, known as 
Antebi-cue, was expropriated by Congress 
in 1 996 in favour of landless peasant fam­
ilies. Despite repeated complaints of har­
assment lodged on behalf of the families 
before judicial authorities, no action was 
taken to investigate and bring to justice 
those responsible. In November unidenti­
fied gunmen shot dead Gumercindo Pav6n 
Dfaz, a peasant farmer resident on the dis­
puted land, and tortured his friend, Vfctor 
Ram6n Fermindez. 

There were renewed reports of torture 
and i l l-treatment in police custody. Crim­
inal suspects, including minors, were rou­
tinely i ll-treated by police. In January 
brothers Narciso and Emilio Fernandez 
Were arrested by police and accused of 

PARAGUAY 

theft. They were taken to the 3rd police 
station in the capital, Asunci6n, and alleg­
edly tortured and threatened in order to 
extract confessions. A formal criminal 
complaint was filed by their parents on 
their release. 

There were numerous reports of en­
forced recruitment and i l l-treatment - in 
some cases resulting in death - of military 
conscripts, many of whom were minors. 
Fourteen-year-old Cristian Ariel Nuiiez 
Lugo and 15-year-old Marcelino G6mez 
Paredes " disappeared" in January while 
carrying out their military service in the 
army's General Colman detachment based 
in the western Chaco region bordering Bo­
livia. Military authorities claimed the two 
conscripts were alive in Bolivia. However, 
the investigating judge charged an army 
second lieutenant in connection with their 
"disappearance". Their whereabouts re­
mained unknown. Military authorities 
continued to forcibly and arbitrarily re­
cruit youths, including minors, in contra­
vention of national legislation and 
international standards. In January, 15-
year-old Ruben Viera Martfnez was repor­
ted missing after he failed to arrive in 
Asunci6n from his home in Yegros, de­
partment of Caazapa. Forty days later, 
after a petition of habeas corpus had been 
presented on his behalf to judicial author­
ities, he was located in a military barracks 
in Pedro Juan Caballero, Amambay depart­
ment, where he had been posted after 
being seized and forcibly recruited by 
military personnel .  He was returned to his 
family. 

Judicial proceedings into human rights 
violations by state agents during the ad­
ministration of General Alfredo Stroessner 
(1954 to 1 989) continued. At least 20 cases 
of torture, "disappearance" and death in 
custody were pending before the courts 
(see previous Amnesty International Re­
ports). In September the Supreme Court of 
Justice confirmed a prison sentence of 1 2  
and a half years imposed on Agustin Be­
lotto, a member of the Police Investiga­
tions Department, for his responsibility in 
the torture and death in custody of Amfl­
car Oviedo in 1 975. However, efforts to 
bring former President Stroessner and for­
mer Interior Minister Sabino Augusto 
Montanaro to justice were unsuccessful 
and they continued to live in exile. 

Paraguayan national Angel Francisco 
Breard was judicially executed in the USA 
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in May. The case caused controversy in 
Paraguay after the execution was allowed 
to proceed in defiance of an explicit order 
from the International Court of Justice 
which required the USA to halt the pro­
ceedings (see USA entry). 

PERU 

At least 600 prisoners o f  conscience and 
possible prisoners of conscience accused 
of terrorism-related crimes remained in 
prison. Some 4,000 people charged with 
these offences were in prison under pro­
cedures which fell short of international 
fair trial standards. Death threats and 
other acts of intimidation were directed 
at critics of the government. Reports of 
torture and ill-treabnent continued. 
Prison conditions amounted to cruel, in­
human or degrading treatment. Armed 
opposition groups continued to commit 
human rights abuses. 

The amnesty laws, which sanctioned 
impunity surrounding thousands of cases 
of human rights violations committed in 
the context of counter-insurgency opera­
tions between 1980 and 1995 , remained 
on the statute books. Despite several UN 

human rights bodies recommending that 
the authorities repeal the amnesty laws, in 
July President Alberto Fujimori stated 
publicly that the laws were approved be­
cause Peru was a sovereign state. 

Armed operations by the clandestine 
Partido Comunista del Peru {Sendero Lu­
minosoj (rep), Communist Party of Peru 
(Shining Path), and Movimiento RevoJu­
cionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) , Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement, re-

mained confined to isolated regions of 
Peru's rainforest. By the end of the year 20 

per cent of the population remained under 
a state of emergency covering 16 per cent 
of the national territory. 

No judges were nominated by Congress 
to replace the three judges dismissed from 
the Constitutional Tribunal in May 1 997 

(see Amnesty International Report 1998). 
As a result the Constitutional Tribunal 
was unable to exercise its full functions in 
upholding the Constitution, including the 
protection of human rights. In keeping 
with requirements enshrined in the Con­
stitution, sufficient signatures from the 
public were obtained to hold a referen­
dum on whether President Fujimori 
should be al lowed to stand for a third 
term of office. However, in September 
Congress rejected the referendum as a res­
ult of a law, passed during the collection 
of signatures, stating that referendums 
could only be held with the additional ap­
proval of Congress. 

In May, following Congress' approval 
of a law curtailing the nmctions of the 
National Council of the Magistracy, a con­
stitutional body responsible for the ap­
pointment and removal of judges and 
attorneys, the Council protested that the 
law undermined its independence and its 
members resigned en bloc. This concern 
was echoed by opposition parliamentari­
ans, jurists, and many sectors of civil soci­
ety. Steps taken to reinstate the functions 
of the Council were deemed by these crit­
ics to be purely cosmetic. The Attorney 
General publicly stated that his autonomy 
and independence also remained cur­
tailed, blaming the situation on the ongo­
ing reform of Peru 's judicial system. 
Intergovernmental organizations and crit­
ics of the government expressed concern 
that the rule of law, the independence of 
the judiciary, and the protection of human 
rights were being undermined. 

The mandate of the Ad Hac Com­
mission charged with recommending a 
presidential pardon for prisoners falsely 
accused of terrorism was further extended 
to December 1999 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1997 and 1 998). In Novem­
ber a law came into effect which made 
provision for judges to immediately quash 
the criminal records and outstanding judi­
cial procedures of these prisoners. Since 
the Commission started its work in 1996, 

444 prisoners had been pardoned and 



released. Scores of other prisoners falsely 
accused of terrorism-related crimes were 
acquitted by the courts and released. 

In June the executive passed a set of 
Decree Laws which defined certain ser­
ious common crimes as "aggravated terror­
ism". Under this legislation those accused 
can be held incommunicado for up to 
10 days and tried by military courts. The 
Decree Laws, widely regarded as being 
modelled on Peru's 1992 anti-terrorism 
legislation, were severely criticized by 
jurists and human rights organizations. 

In February Congress approved a law 
on crimes against humanity in which the 
crimes of genocide, enforced disappear­
ance and torture were incorporated into 
Peru's Criminal Code and were punish­
able by at least 20, 15 and five years' im­
prisonment respectively. The law also 
stipulated that these crimes would be 
dealt with by the civilian courts. 

In January a civilian and six members 
of the army, who had confessed to in­
volvement in a 1996 bomb attack in the 
city of Puno on a television station which 
Was critical of the authorities, were acquit­
ted of terrorism charges. The court ruled 
that acts of terrorism could only be attrib­
uted to members of the pep and MRTA and 
not to members of the security forces on 
active service. 

The long-standing border dispute be­
tween Peru and Ecuador, which in 1995 
spilled over into an armed conflict, was 
brought to an end in November with the 
signing of a new border treaty. During the 
armed conflict civilians from both coun­
tries suffered human rights violations (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 996). 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the inde­
pendence of judges and lawyers and the 
UN Committee against Torture published 
statements on Peru's human rights situ­
ation in February and May respectively. 
Both welcomed the ending of the use of 
"faceless judges", but expressed concern 
at the continued use of military courts to 
try civilians accused of terrorism and at 
the passing of legislation curtailing the 
functions of the National Council of the 
Magistracy which undermined the inde­
pendence of the judiciary. The Committee 
against Torture also expressed concern 
about "frequent and numerous allegations 
of torture". 

The government continued to ignore the 
recommendations of the Inter-American 

PERU 
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that compensation be paid to victims of 
human rights violations and their relatives. 
Maria Elena Loayza Tamayo, a victim of 
torture and unfair trial; the relatives of 
Ernesto Castillo Paez, who "disappeared" 
in 1991 ; and the 21 victims of the 1990 

Chumbivilcas massacre, did not receive 
compensation. However, compensation 
was paid to the relatives of the three El 
Front6n prisoners who "disappeared" in 
1986 (see Amnesty International Report 
1998). At the conclusion of a visit to the 
country in November, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights publicly 
recognized important advances in the pro-
tection of human rights since the Commis-
sion last visited Peru in 1993, including 
that no complaints of "disappearances" or 
extrajudicial executions had been filed be-
fore the Commission since 1995. However, 
the Commission expressed concern at the 
lack of independence of the judiciary, at 
the failure to fully observe the rule of law 
and fair trial standards, and at the use of 
military courts to investigate human rights 
cases and try civilians. The Commission 
urged the authorities to repeal the 1995 

amnesty laws and to establish the truth 
surrounding human rights violations in the 
past. 

By the end of the year, at least 600 pris­
oners of conscience and possible prisoners 
of conscience accused of terrorism-related 
crimes remained in prison. Prisoner of 
conscience Carlos Ortega L6pez had ini­
tially been detained in May 1993 and 
falsely charged with terrorism-related of­
fences. He was acquitted and released 
seven months later. However, in Novem­
ber 1996 he was again detained, following 
a ruling by the Supreme Court of Justice 
that he be retried. He was subsequently 
sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment. 
Other prisoners of conscience stil l  de­
tained at the end of the year included 
Marco Antonio Ambrosio Concha, Carlos � 
Florentino Molero Coca and Marco Anto- � 
nio Monge Hoyos (see Amnesty Inter- � 
national Report 1 998) and former Con- � gressman Yehude Simon Munaro. ::0 

Seven prisoners of conscience, includ- S; 
ing Zacarias Merma Farfan (see Amnesty � 
International Report 1 998), and 77 poss- F 
ible prisoners of conscience falsely ac- � cused of terrorism benefited from presid- � 
ential pardons and were released during ... 
the year. $ 
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Some 4,000 people were serving sen­
tences or awaiting trial under anti-terror­
ism legislation which fell short of 
international fair trial standards. Despite 
positive but piecemeal reforms to this le­
gislation in previous years (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 993 to 1 998), civil­
ians accused of treason continued to be 
tried by military courts, defence lawyers 
were sti l l  prohibited from cross-examining 
members of the security forces involved in 
arrests and interrogations, and trials were 
not heard in public. 

Death threats and other acts of intimida­
tion directed at critics of the government 
persisted. Opposition parliamentarians 
Jorge del Castillo, Javier Diez Canseco and 
Gustavo Mohme Llona; human rights de­
fenders Soffa Macher, Francisco Sober6n 
and Heriberto Benftez Rivas; and journal­
ists Cesar Hilderbrandt and Luis IMrico, 
were among those who received intimida­
tory telephone calls or faxes, most threat­
ening them with death. Several had 
received death threats in previous years 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
In October papers and files relating to 
women's rights were stolen during a break­
in at the home of Giulia Tamayo Le6n, an 
activist campaigning against the forced 
sterilization of women. She subsequently 
received intimidatory telephone calls. 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment 
continued. In September, Charly Soto 
Rios, a recruit based at a police training 
school in the Vargas Guerra military camp 
in the city of Iquitos, was shot dead, re­
portedly as a result of a stray bullet. How­
ever, film broadcast on television showed 
heavy bruising on his thorax and the soles 
of his feet, suggesting that Charly Soto 
may have been severely beaten prior to his 
death. The victim's body was apparently 
buried without forensic examination and 
an investigation into the death appeared 
to ignore the extensive bruising on his 
body. 

An investigation by the Public Ministry 
into the death in unclear circumstances of 
intelligence agent Mariela Lucy Barreto 
Riofano in 1997 was provisionally shelved 
on the grounds that it had not been poss­
ible to identify those responsible (see Am­
nesty International Report 1998). 

Prison conditions continued to be 
harsh and in some circumstances amoun­
ted to cruel, inhuman and degrading pun­
ishment. For example, under special 

penitentiary regulations introduced in 
1992, prisoners accused of terrorism­
related offences could receive one 30-

minute family visit per month. Under 
1997 reforms to the regulations, prisoners 
could receive weekly one-hour family vis­
its, but direct contact with their visitors 
remained prohibited during the first two 
years of detention. The reforms progres­
sively allowed for prisoners with more 
than two years' detention to receive two 
and then four-hourly family visits per 
week, including direct contact with their 
relatives, and to have access to workshops 
and educational classes and longer 
periods out of their cells. However, these 
benefits were only granted following a 
favourable official evaluation of the pris­
oner's behaviour. During prison visils by 
Amnesty International delegates in Sep­
tember, several pep and MRTA prisoners in­
formed the organization that they were 
denied these b ne fits because they refused 
to renounce their "revolutionary ideas". 

The conditions endured by prisoners 
accused of terrorism in Yanamayo Prison 
and in the prison in the Callao Naval Base 
near the capital, Lima, continued to be 
particularly harsh (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). In several prisons in­
mates were reported to be suffering from 
i llnesses for which they did not receive 
adequate medical attention. They in­
cluded wheelchair-bound prisoners Flo­
rencio Arturo Varillas Tiz6n, Manuel 
Mendoza Chiara and Juan Francisco 
Tulich Morales held in Yanamayo Prison. 

Conditions were also harsh in the Luri­
gancho Prison in Lima where some 6,300 

inmates convicted of criminal offences 
were held in an establishment designed to 
hold 1 ,200 prisoners. Despite calls on the 
authorities to review the decision to bring 
the Challapalca Prison into operation (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998), pris­
oners accused of common crimes contin­
ued to be transferred there. The prison's 
location in an isolated region of the An­
dean highlands at least 4,600 metres above 
sea level, made regular visits by relatives, 
defence lawyers and pastoral visitors vir­
tually impossible. 

Human rights abuses by armed opposi­
tion groups continued to be reported. In 
May members of the pep stormed the vil­
lages of Cachicoto and Puente Pacae, 
HUlilluco department. They gathered the 
inhabitants together and then shot dead 



five peasants accused of passing informa­
tion to the authorities. In September 
Rolando Amancio Enrfquez and Juan Nal­
varte Chuquillanqui were shot dead in the 
village of San Francisco, near Uchiza, San 
Martin department, for refusing to shout 
slogans in support of the PCP. 

Amnesty International repeatedly ap­
pealed to the authorities to immediately 
and unconditionally release all prisoners 
of conscience. In February the organiza­
tion appealed to the authorities to review 
the conditions prevailing in Challapalca 
Prison, including the effects of its location 
on prisoners' health and their right to 
maintain effective contact with relatives, 
lawyers and pastoral visitors. In June Am­
nesty International wrote to the authorities 
reiterating previous appeals for the anti­
terrorism laws to be brought into line with 
international fair trial standards. 

In August Amnesty International ap­
pealed to the authorities to transfer the 
three wheelchair-bound prisoners from 
Yanamayo Prison to a hospital where they 
could be given adequate medical care. In 
November the three prisoners were trans­
ferred to Socabaya Prison near the city of 
Arequipa, but it was not known if they re­
ceived the treatment they required. In 
September an Amnesty International del­
egation visiting the country was granted 
access to prisoners accused of terrorism in 
Castro Castro and Chorrillos Prisons, but 
was refused access to them in Yanamayo 
Prison. Permission was also granted to 
visit Lurigancho Prison but access to Chal­
Japalca Prison was denied. 

Throughout the year the organization 
appealed to the authorities to ensure the 
safety of numerous individuals threatened 
with death and called on President Fuji­
mori to publicly condemn these and other 
forms of intimidation directed at critics of 
his government. In several of the cases the 
authorities indicated that measures were 
taken to protect the victims but failed to 
bring those responsible to justice. 

PHILIPPINES 
At least 145 political prisoners, including 
possible prisoners of conscience, remained 
in detention. Detainees continued to be 
tortured and ill-treated during inter­
rogation. The incidence of human rights 

PERU/pHILlPPINES 

violations in the context of counter­
insurgency continued to decline, but at 
least four possible "disappearances" were 
reported and at least nine people were 
alleged to have been extrajudicially execu­
ted. More than 400 people were sentenced 
to death. Armed opposition groups were 
responsible for human rights abuses. 

In June President Joseph Estrada took 
office after elections in May. He identified 
as his government's priorities law and or­
der and the improvement of conditions for 
the poor. 

In March the government and the Na­
tional Democratic Front, representing the 
Communist Party of the Philippines (epp) 
and its armed wing, the New People's 
Army (NPA). initialled a draft accord on 
human rights, the first of a four-stage 
agenda designed to lead to a comprehen­
sive peace agreement. President Estrada 
approved the accord in August, but dis­
agreements over its implementation and 
the proposed release of political prisoners 
delayed further peace negotiations. Local 
cease-fire agreements between the govern­
ment and the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) on the southern island of Min­
danao broke down for periods throughout 
the year. Recurrent fighting impeded in­
termittent peace talks, and the two sides 
made limited progress towards a general 
peace agreement. 

At least 145 political prisoners, includ­
ing possible prisoners of conscience, re­
mained in detention at the end of the year. 
Most of the political detainees were held 
on criminal charges, particularly i llegal 
possession of firearms, robbery and mur­
der, which had allegedly occurred within 
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the context of the CPP-NPA insurgency. The 
majority had not been convicted by the 
end of the year. In December President 
Estrada approved a new amnesty procla­
mation. subject to congressional approval. 
which extended until March 1997 the 
period in which crimes committed by 
communist or Muslim secessionist rebels 
could be considered "politically motiv­
ated" and therefore eligible for considera­
tion by the National Amnesty Commission 
(NAC). In December the NAC announced 
that it had granted nearly 11 .000 amnesty 
applications since 1994. including those 
put forward by former communist, Mus­
lim and rightist military rebels. 

Torture and ill-treatment of people de­
tained for alleged involvement in insur­
gency continued. In February. two 
farmers. Eric Carculan and Pepito Carcu­
lan. belonging to the Mangyan indigenous 
community in accidental Mindoro prov­
ince. were accused by the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP) Scout Rangers of 
being NPA members. The soldiers allegedly 
beat the two men repeatedly. tied plastic 
bags over their heads to restrict their 
breathing, and submerged them in a 
stream to coerce them to reveal the loca­
tion of an NPA camp. Ordinary criminal 
suspects were also ill-treated or tortured 
in order to coerce confessions or implicate 
other alleged accomplices. particularly 
while held in Philippine National Police 
(PNP) cells during the initial interrogation 
period. Methods reported included beat­
ing with fists and gun butts, and the plac­
ing of plastic bags over the head to restrict 
breathing. 

Levels of grave human rights violations 
occurring within the context of counter­
insurgency operations continued a gradual 
decline. but at least four possible "disap­
pearances" and at least nine possible 
extrajudicial executions allegedly carried 
out by members of the security forces 
were reported. For example. in December 
Danilo Caisip and Jayson Nieva were 
taken into custody by district officials in 
Batangas province on suspicion of being 
NPA members. They were reportedly 
handed over to a PNp Mobile Force Com­
pany in Nasugbu town. but PNP officers 
subsequently denied any knowledge of the 
arrest. The two men's whereabouts re­
mained unknown. In a possible extrajudi­
cial xecution. Roberto Boroales was shot 
dead in an aUeged armed encounter with 

AFP Marines in Palawan province in Octo­
ber. Roberto Bornales' companion. Abe 
Sungit. who claimed the shooting was un­
provoked . was reportedly beaten after his 
arrest. 

Human rights abuses in the context of 
land disputes and the demolition of poor 
residential areas included deliberate and 
arbitrary ki llings. harassment and ill-treat­
ment. They were carried out throughout 
the year by unidentified armed men and 
private security guards. at times with the 
apparent connivance and collusion of 
local officials and members of the security 
forces. In February and March respect­
ively farmers Marcelito Cacal and Arnulfo 
Banares went missing and were later 
found dead in San Francisco district. Que­
zon province. Local residents claimed the 
killings were linked to a land dispute and 
that the murders involved the collusion of 
AFP members. 

More than 400 people were sentenced 
to death. The date for the first execution 
since 1976, that of house painter Leo Pilo 
Echegaray. was set for early 1999. Since 
the death penalty was restored in Decem­
ber 1993 at least 850 people have been 
sentenced to death for a range of crimes. 
Reports of the continued use of torture 
and ill-treatment to coerce confessions 
from some suspects accused of capital 
crimes heightened concern over the risk of 
judicial error in death penalty cases. 

Armed opposition groups were re­
sponsible for human rights abuses. Mem­
bers of Muslim armed groups. including 
the MILl'. Abu Sayya! and renegade mem­
bers of the Moro National Liberation 
Front . continued to take civilians hostage 
and to carry out delib rate and arbitrary 
kill ings. In July the MILl' reportedly execu­
ted by firing squad a man convicted of 
murder by the group's Sharj'a courts. 

In March an Amnesty International del­
egation. accompanied by four relatives of 
crime victims and the parents of a death­
row inmate from the USA, visited the 
Philippines to participate in a campaign 
by local anti-death penalty groups against 
a resumption of executions. During the 
year Amnesty International called on Pres­
ident Estrada to exercise clemency for 
prisoners whose death sentences had been 
confirmed by the Supreme Court. includ­
ing a deaf-mute prisoner who appeared 
not to have understood his trial's proceed­
ings. It also called on the government to 



abolish the death penalty and to launch an 
independent inquiry into allegations of ill­
treatment and torture of criminal suspects 
by police. In May Amnesty International 
expressed concern for the safety of a law­
yer who had received death threats related 
to his involvement in the prosecution of 
PNP officers linked to the extrajudicial exe­
cution of 1 1  bank robbers (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998). In December it 
called on the authorities to act immedi-

I ately to guarantee the safety of two men 
who had reportedly "disappeared". 

PORTUGAL 

There were new reports of ill-treatment 
and excessive use of force by law enforce­
ment officers and prison guards. Judicial 
inquiries continued into allegations of ill­
treatment and deaths in police custody 
from previous years. Law enforcement 
officers accused of ill-treatment were 
tried, in some cases after delays of many 
years. 

In January President Jorge Sampaio de­
scribed the situation in Portuguese prisons 
as a "real national scandal", referring 
among other things to serious overcrowd­
ing and lengthy pre-trial detention. In Jan­
uary the European Committee for the 
Pr vention of Tortur and Inhuman or De­
grading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) 
published a report critical of i ll-treatment 
and insanitary conditions in Oporlo 
prison, which it last visited in 1996. The 
en report referred to a large number of al­
legations of physical il l-treatment of in­
mates by custodial staff, such as blows 
with batons, punches and kicks, and 
night-time beatings. The CPT also ex-

PHILIPPINES/pORTUGAL 

pressed concern at inter-prisoner intim­
idation and violence, and at the devolu­
tion of many tasks to a small number of 
privileged prisoners known as "faxinas" -

a practice that could reinforce exploitation 
of fellow inmates. In its published reply, 
the government stated that abuse of pris­
oners by prison staff was a "permanent 
concern" and referred to measures being 
taken to reduce overcrowding and inter­
prisoner intimidation. 

There were new allegations of i l l­
treatment by law enforcement officers. 
Seventeen-year-old Rui Pedro and his el­
der brother, Jose Pedro Batista dos Santos 
Mecha, alleged that in February they were 
severely beaten by Public Security Police 
(psP) officers in Moita. Both said that they 
were repeatedly kicked and beaten on the 
head, back and all over the body with 
batons, and dragged along the ground by 
the hair to a patrol car. Jose Mecha said 
that the beatings continued after he was 
handcuffed. Both were taken to the pSP sta­
tion at Moita, then to hospital. Rui Mecha 
said he suffered severe head pains, dizzi­
ness, vomiting and bleeding from the ears. 
Jose Mecha described injuries to the left 
leg and back, and temporary partial facial 
paralysis. Both remained in hospital for 
four days. They lodged judicial com­
plaints against the police officers in July. 

In September the Ombudsman for Just­
ice and the General Inspectorate of Inter­
nal Administration (IGAI) both opened 
inquiries into the conduct of an officer 
of the National Republican Guard (GNR) 

during a farmers' demonstration near 
Ourique, Alentejo. Portuguese television 
transmitted pictures of people already 
under arrest being beaten while they ap­
peared to be offering no resistance. The 
Ombudsman reportedly expressed con­
cern that on two occasions an officer had 
used "unnecessary and disproportionate 
force". IGAI, which concluded that police 
action at Ourique was, in general, correct, 
found that one officer had made "inappro­
priate and non-proportional" use of his 
baton on two demonstrators and initiated 
disciplinary proceedings against him. 

Allegations of serious ill-treatment by 
custodial staff, as well as cruel, inhuman 
and degrading prison conditions, were 
widespread. Augu to da Concei<;ao Mata, 
imprisoned at Vale de Judeus, Alcoentre, 
tated that in January he was beaten un­

conscious by several prison guards and 
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did not receive prompt medical assist­
ance. He lodged a judicial complaint with 
the Cartaxo court and with the Ombuds­
man for Justice. Alberico A. Lopes Correia 
alleged that he was beaten and trampled, 
and had his nose fractured, by prison staff 
at the same prison in January. He was 
made to take a cold bath and racially in­
sulted. He lost consciousness and was left 
to lie, bleeding from the nose, on a con­
crete floor. He reported that he did not re­
ceive prompt medical assistance and that 
although a subsequent medical report con­
firmed the fracture of the nose, he had still 
not received the required surgery three 
months later. 

In July Dionfsio Alberto Oriola, impris­
oned at Coimbra prison, was found hang­
ing in a punishment cell after allegedly 
attacking a guard. Prison sources reported 
he had been "violently beaten by prison 
guards hours before committing suicide". 
He had staged a rooftop protest at Sintra 
prison earlier in the year, apparently about 
prison conditions. Administrative in­
quiries were opened into the circum­
stances surrounding his death. 

In July Fernando Azevedo, reportedly 
known to the police as a petty criminal, 
was shot dead in Oporto in the course of a 
routine operation of the psp's Transit Divi­
sion. After he was stopped by police on 
suspicion of car theft, Fernando Azevedo 
attempted to escape arrest by driving away 
while an officer was still holding on to the 
door. He then tried to shake the officer off 
by bumping into other cars. A second of­
ficer apparently fired first at the tyres, 
then through one of the car's windows. 
Fernando Azevedo was hit in the back. It 
was not clear whether the officer had fired 
in "legitimate defence". An inquiry was 
opened. 

A number of inquiries relating to al­
leged ill-treatment and deaths in custody 
in previous years remained open or were 
concluded, in some cases after many 
years. In January, almost six years after the 
assault on Francisco Carretas and another 
man in Charneca da Caparica, the appeal 
of five GNR officers against conviction for 
unnecessary violence was rejected by the 
Constitutional Court; they were commit­
ted to the military prison of Santarem. 
Their sentences, ranging from 1 2  to 14 

months' imprisonment, had been reduced 
by the Supreme Military Tribunal in 1 995. 

Persistent delays had dogged the judicial 

proceedings (see Amnesty International 
Reports 1 994 and 1 995). 

In January the prosecutor closed an in­
quiry that had been reopened in Novem­
ber 1 997 into the death of VUor Manuel 
Santos, without being able to clarify the 
exact circumstances surrounding his 
death (see Amnesty International Report 
1 998). 

In March the Interior Minister ordered 
the resignation from the psp of an officer 
who, in 1 994, shot dead Romao Monteiro, 
a Rom, while he was handcuffed and un­
der interrogation at Matonsinhos police 
station. A three-year suspended prison 
sentence passed on the officer for man­
slaughter had been reduced by two 
months in 1 996 by the Supreme Court 
which had also ordered the reopening of 
an internal disciplinary inquiry. The of­
ficer remained on active but unarmed 
duty at an airport. He appealed to the Su­
preme Administrative Tribunal against the 
Minister's decision. 

In July the Justice Ministry informed 
Amnesty International that a prison guard 
had been charged with a breach of discip­
line, punishable with exclusion from the 
prison service, in connection with the use 
of disproportionate force against prisoner 
Belmiro Santana in 1 997 (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998). Administrative 
and judicial inquiries were continuing. 

In December a pSP officer was sen­
tenced to a fine for the manslaughter of 
Carlos Araujo (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998). During the trial, the officer, 
who claimed he had fired in the air, could 
not explain how he had shot Carlos 
Araujo, and questions were raised about 
the inadequacy of firearms training. Carlos 
Araujo's companions, Luis Correia and 1 6-

year-old Sergio Nogueira, were sentenced 
in February to two years' imprisonment 
for theft by a juvenile court in Evora. They 
were appealing against the sentence. IGAI 

had brought disciplinary charges against 
another officer for beating them and Car­
los Araujo while they were in custody 
"without any of them having done any­
thing to justify" the beating. 

Amnesty International wrote to the 
Justice Minister about five specific cases 
of alleged il l-treatment of prisoners by 
custodial staff, including two fatalities, 
and raised with the Interior Minister cases 
of alleged ill-treatment and the use of ex­
cessive force by law enforcement officers. 



It urged the authorities to ensure full and 
prompt investigations into all such allega­
tions and sought information from the au­
thorities on the progress of inquiries 
already opened. 

The Director-General of the Prison Ser­
vice, attached to the Ministry of Justice, 
subsequently informed Amnesty Interna­
tional that internal inquiries into the cases 
of Augusto da Concei9a Mata and Alberico 
A. Lopes Correia had been closed because 
there was no evidence that custodial staff 
had acted improperly against the prison­
ers. The Director-General added that, in 
the latter case, a fracture of the nose had 
not been confirmed. While admitting that 
prison guards had used force against Al­
berico Correia, he said that it had been 
"necessary and proportional" ,  and that AI­
berico Correia faced criminal charges of 
violent resistance against prison guards. 

In November Amnesty International 
representatives attended an international 
seminar, "Human Rights and Police Effi­
ciency" ,  organized by IGAI, which is re­
sponsible for monitoring and improving 

. the quality of law enforcement. The sem­
inar was attended by numerous officers 
from police forces in Portugal. 

QATAR 

Up to a dozen political opponents of the 
government were detained. Three polit­
ical trials took place which may not have 
met international standards of fairness. 
Allegations of torture were made. 

In July the Amir, al-Shaikh Hamad lbn 
Khalifa AI-Thani, enacted a law stipulating 

PORTUGAljQATAR 

the establishment, for the first time, of a 
municipal council to be elected by univer­
sal suffrage. The law provides for the right 
for both men and women to stand for elec­
tion as well as to vote. The government 
stated that the municipal elections were 
expected to take place in March 1999. In 
November the Amir announced that par­
liamentary elections would take place fol­
lowing the drawing up of a new 
constitution. The Amir stated that the par­
liament would also be elected by univer­
sal suffrage. 

Up to a dozen political opponents of 
the government were detained during the 
year. Most were held in connection with 
the failed coup attempt of February 1996. 

Many of them were arrested after being 
forcibly returned from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Yemen (see United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen entries) .  They 
included Mubarak 'Abdullah Jassim Al­
Malki and deputy head of the intelligence 
service Fahd 'Abdullah Jassim AI-Malki, 
who were forcibly returned from the UAE 

and Yemen respectively. Their cases were 
joined to a case already being tried (see 
below). 

The trial of more than 100 people ac­
cused in connection with the February 
1996 coup attempt (see previous Amnesty 
International Reports) was continuing be­
fore a criminal court in the capital Doha at 
the end of the year. Most of those arrested 
during the year had been charged in ab­
sentia and appeared before the High Court 
following their arrest. Many of the defend­
ants in the trial stated in court that their 
confessions had been obtained as a result 
of torture. 

Two political trials concluded. The 
first, concluded in February, involved 
seven people charged with forming an il­
legal organization and divulging military 
secrets. Three defendants were convicted 
of divulging military secrets and sen­
tenced to prison terms; four were acquit­
ted. In June the Court of Appeal found six 
of the defendants not guilty and reduced 
the sentence of the seventh defendant 
from 10 to three years' imprisonment. The 
second trial involved seven people 
charged with planting a bomb at the Pass­
port Office in Doha in 1996. In November, 
five of them were sentenced to 10 years' 
imprisonment , one received three years' 
imprisonment and one was acquitted. The 
defence claimed that at least some of the 
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defendants were convicted on the basis of 
testimonies obtained under torture. No 
ruling on the issue of torture was known 
to have been made as the appeal proceed­
ings had not been concluded by the end of 
the year. 

Allegations of torture of detainees arres­
ted during the year as well as of those held 
from previous years were received. In most 
cases torture was alleged to have occurred 
immediately following arrest and during 
interrogation, while the detainees were 
held in incommunicado detention. Repor­
ted methods of torture included beating 
with truncheons, particularly on the geni­
tals; suspension of the detainees upside 
down for long periods so that they were 
compelled to urinate while suspended; 
dragging of the detainees on the floor; 
threats of rape or of killings of relatives; 
and electric shocks. The lawyer of 'Abd al­
Hadi Jaber Hadi al-Rakib stated that his 
client's "confession" presented by the pro­
secution was obtained as a result of beat­
ings and of the detention of his client's son 
in order to force the father to "confess". 

An Amnesty International delegation 
visited Qatar in April. It attended sessions 
of two political trials and met government 
officials as well as members of the judi­
ciary. Amnesty International was aware 
that in some individual cases, judges had 
ordered investigations into allegations of 
torture. However, Amnesty International 
urged the government to carry out inde­
pendent investigations into all such alle­
gations. It also called for the courts to 
exclude evidence which had been given 
under duress. Amnesty International rec­
ommended that pre-trial procedures at the 
military camp and at the Mukhabarat (the 
secret intelligence unit) in Doha, where 
most detainees said they had been tor­
tured, should be reviewed in order to limit 
pre-trial incommunicado detention and 
the attendant risks of torture and ill-treat­
ment. In response the government pointed 
out that Qatar's laws and procedures con­
tained safeguards against torture, but did 
not specify whether any of the allegations 
of torture brought to its attention were ac­
tually investigated. 

Amnesty International urged the gov­
ernment to ratify the International Coven­
ant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
International Covenant on Economic, So­
cial and Cultural Rights. Neither treaty 
had been ratified by the end of the year. 

ROMANIA 

At least two prisoners of conscience were 
held. There were numerous reports of tor­
ture and ill-treatment, in at least one case 
resulting in death. Shootings by police of­
ficers in disputed circumstances resulted 
in at least one death. Some of the victims 
were Roma. 

In February the government authorized 
the publication of the report of the Euro­
pean Committee for the Prevention of Tor­
ture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment on its visit to places of de­
tention in Romania in September and Oc­
tober 1995. The Committee stated that 
"persons detained on suspicion of com­
mitting a crime, at the time of arrest 
and/or in the course of interrogation, face 
a not inconsiderable risk of being subjec­
ted by the police to ill-treatment, which is 
sometimes severe il l-treatment, even tor­
ture". Conditions of detention in the mu­
nicipal police stations visited by the 
Committee in Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca and 
Timi�oara were described as "at best 
mediocre, but often deplorable. . .  [and) 
could justifiably be designated as inhu­
man and degrading". The Committee rec­
ommended that high priority should be 
given to human rights training of police 
officials at all levels, and to improving 
conditions, particularly overcrowding, in 
penitentiaries. The Committee issued ex­
tensive recommendations concerning the 
rights of all detainees. The government re­
sponded that the recommendations would 
be taken into consideration and steps 
taken to incorporate them into law. How­
ever, the government had failed to revise 
the Law Concerning the Execution of 



Sanctions, which was last amended in 
1973,  by the end of the year. 

In April the governing coalition elected 
Radu Vasile to be the new Prime 
Minister. 

In May the government introduced in 
parliament a draft Penal Code and Penal 
Procedure Code, proposing to abolish Art­
icle 200, which criminalizes homosexual 
relations between consenting adults in pri­
vate, and the first paragraphs of Articles 
238 and 239, concerning defamation of 
public officials. The draft also proposed to 
reduce the sanctions for Articles 205 and 
206, which make insult and libel criminal 
offences. In June, in recognition of this le­
gislative proposal, the Parliamentary As­
sembly of the Council of Europe decided 
to end the procedure for monitoring Ro­
mania's compliance with the obligations 
and commitments accepted on admission 
to the Council of Europe (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998). Five days later, 
the Chamber of Deputies of Romania's 
parliament rejected the government's pro­
posal to abolish Article 200 and the debate 
on the draft as a whole was closed. 

Mariana Cetiner, a prisoner of con­
science who had been arrested in October 
1995 and sentenced to three years' impris­
onment under Article 200, paragraph 5, of 
the Penal Code for attempting to seduce 
another woman, was released in March 
follOWing a pardon by President Emil Con­
stantinescu. The draft law abolishing Art­
icle 200 noted that all convictions under 
paragraphs 1 and 5 of the law would be of­
fiCially rc-examined by the courts respons­
ible for the execution of the sentence. 
After the draft law was rejected by parlia­
ment, the authorities did not disclose the 
number of detainees still held under this 
law. 

In August Cornel Sabou, a journalist, 
Was arrested in Baia Mare. He had repor­
ted allegations made by some farmers that 
th judge used forged documents to take 
Possession of their property. He was con­
Victed of libelling a local judge and sen­
tenced to 10 months' imprisonment, but 
Was temporarily released in October after 
his sentence was suspended for three 
months. Corn I Sabou was a prisoner of 
conscience. In July Ovidiu Scutelnicl1 and 
nrago� Sfintu, journalists from Ia�i, were 
sentenced to ono year's imprisonment for 
an article which the court found to be li­
bellous of a judge. In their article the 

ROMANIA I 
journalists speculated that a police col­
onel, who was in charge of investigating 
corruption cases, would be dismissed and 
stated that his wife, who is a judge, had 
tried some of the corruption cases. The 
colonel was reportedly suspended from 
duty on the same day that the article was 
published. The two journalists were at lib­
erty pending an appeal. 

Reports of torture and ill-treatment were 
numerous. Relatively few victims filed 
complaints and investigations in most 
cases appeared not to have been carried 
out promptly and impartially. The Minister 
of the Interior and police authorities re­
peatedly claimed that such incidents were 
rare. Nevertheless, information received 
from the office of the General Prosecutor 
indicated that a significant number of offi­
cers had been brought to justice for ill­
treatment of detainees in their custody. In 
1997 military prosecutors had indicted 48 

law enforcement officials for the offence of 
"abusive conduct", 1 7  for "abusive invest­
igations" and two for torture. In the first six 
months of 1998, 21 officers were indicted 
for "abusive conduct" and two officers for 
"abusive investigations". 

One man died in suspicious circum­
stances, apparently as a result of ill-treat­
ment. In August Elinoiu Toader was 
punched and kicked by a police officer in 
front of a store in Nereju,  Vrancea county. 
The officer then reportedly instructed the 
owner of the store to take Elinoiu Toader 
behind the building and to begt him all 
over the body. The following morning Eli­
noiu Toader died in his sister's house. In 
the course of an investigation, a witness 
was allegedly beaten with a truncheon on 
the palms by another officer to induce him 
to sign a statement that Elinoiu Toader 
had died as a result of alcohol abuse. At 
least two other witnesses were also threat­
ened by local police. A day before the 
autopsy was carried out, the police in­
spectorate issued a statement that Elinoiu 
Toader had died as a result of consump­
tion of surgical spirit and that the body of 
the deceased did not bear any signs of 
violence. However, photographs of the 
body showed injuries that were consistent 
with the alleged beating, and the autopsy 
reportedly established that Elinoiu Toader 
had suffered three fractured ribs. 

In September in Poiana Lacului, Arge� 
county, four boys were questioned by 
the police about a theft of a bicycle. One 
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1 3-year-old boy was allegedly beaten with 
a truncheon on the palms to make him 
confess to the theft. Another boy was hit 
on the head. Three police officers then ar­
rested 23-year-ol d  Nicolae Cazacu and 
questioned him for four or five hours. He 
was reportedly punched in the face and 
kicked. After refusing to sign a statement 
confessing to the theft, he was reportedly 
forced to lie on a table with his face down 
and severely beaten with a truncheon on 
the back until he fainted. He was then 
splashed with water and beaten with a 
truncheon on the palms. Following his re­
lease, Nicolae Cazacu was photographed 
and examined by a forensic medical ex­
pert who described in a certificate mul­
tiple injuries on the nose, both palms and 
the back, which were consistent with his 
allegations of torture. The three officers 
suspected of torture were still on duty in 
Poiana Lacului at the end of October. 

Some of the victims of police beatings 
were members of the Romani community. 
In June in Slirule�ti, Cllllira�i county, 
dozens of police officers broke into Ro­
mani homes and were reported to have in­
discriminately beaten men, women and 
children. Three officers reportedly beat 
Gabriel Mihai who then ran outside his 
house. One officer shot him in the back 
and the leg, seriously injuring him. Mar­
gareta Mihai was reportedly kicked in the 
back and then, while attempting to help 
her husband, hit with the butt of a gun 
in the face. Seven or eight officers who 
entered the home of Mihai Cristache 
punched and kicked him. They then 
handcuffed him to another Rom and 
pushed them into a van. The 10 detained 
Roma, who were held at the local police 
station for around five hours, were subse­
quently released without charge. 

There were other reports of shootings 
by police officers in disputed circum­
stances. In May, following a fight in a dis­
cotheque in Codlea, 16-year-old Marian 
Ciulei, who was running to catch a train, 
was ordered by the police to stop. He was 
then shot in the back and later taken to 
hospital where he was treated for injuries 
to the lung, kidney and liver. His family 
reportedly did not file a complaint. The 
results of an official investigation, obliga­
tory when the police use firearms, had not 
been made public by the end of the year. 

In August in Opri�or a police officer 
came to arrest Constantin Stan to serve 

108 days' imprisonment for disturbing the 
peace and public order. Constantin Stan 
reportedly attempted to flee and the police 
officer, after ordering him to stop, fired 
once into the air. He then shot him in the 
back, in the region of the right kidney. 
Constantin Stan died on the way to hos­
pital. The results of an investigation into 
the shooting had not been made public by 
the end of the year. 

In January the Ministry of the Interior 
published a report on cases Amnesty In­
ternational had raised with the authorities 
in 1 997. 

In February Amnesty International 
wrote to the then Prime Minister, Victor 
Ciorbea, expressing concern about invest­
igations into allegations of police torture 
and ill-treatment, noting what appeared to 
be a pattern of evasive responses by the 
authorities to communications from Am­
nesty International. 

In March Amnesty International pub­
lished a report, Romania; A summary of 
human rights concerns, which included 
extensive recommendations regarding le­
gislative reforms and the prompt and thor­
ough investigation of allegations of torture 
and ill-treatment by law enforcement offi­
cers. In June the authorities published a 
reply to this report, which outlined the 
government's proposal to revise the Penal 
Code and the Penal Procedure Code. How­
ever, it failed to provide Amnesty Interna­
tional with requested information con­
cerning specific cases of police shootings, 
torture and ill-treatment. 

RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION 

A t  least one prisoner o f  conscience, a con­
scientious objector, was held. Torture and 
ill-treatment by law enforcement officers 
and within the armed forces continued. 
Conditions in penitentiaries and pre-trial 
detention centres amounted to cruel, in­
human or degrading treatment. One poss­
ible extrajudicial execution was reported. 



About 900 prisoners remained under 
sentence of death. Legal provisions for 
asylum-seekers remained inadequate. In 
the Chechen Republic (Chechnya), at least 
one person was executed and up to 30 
people faced imminent execution. 

President Boris Yeltsin dismissed 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
his cabinet in March. The President's 
nominee for Prime Minister, Sergey 
Kirienko, was approved by parliament in 
April and formed a new cabinet. In Au­
gust a financial crisis brought another 
change in government and Victor Cher­
nomyrdin became Acting Prime Minister. 
A new Prime Minister, Evgeny Primakov, 
was appointed and a new government 
formed in September. 

In October President Asian Maskhadov 
dismissed the entire government of the 
Chechen Republic. A new government 
Was approved in December and the parlia­
ment was suspended by the Supreme 
Shari'a Court, which ruled that it contra­
vened Islamic law. 

A presidential order issued in April 
outlined government undertakings for 
1998 - proclaimed by President Yeltsin 
as "the year of human rights in the Russ­
ian Federation". The order included a list 
of federal laws concerning human rights, 
among them the law on alternative civil­
ian service and the Code on Criminal 
Procedure, which were to be adopted. It 
also contained a list of international 
standards that were to be ratified. How­
ever, there was no reference to ratifica­
tion of the Second Optional Protocol to 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of 
the death penalty, or of Protocol No. 6 to 
the European Convention for the Protec­
tion of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms (European Convention on 
Human Rights) concerning the abolition 
of the death penalty. 

In May the Russian Federation ratified 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights and the European Convention for 
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. In 
August the government pledged to abolish 
the death penalty by April 1999, although 
senior officials later spoke in favour of 
capital punishment. In September the 
Ministry of Justice took over the peniten­
tiary system from the Interior Ministry; the 
transfer was one of the Russian Federa-

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

tion's commitments when it joined the 
Council of Europe in 1996. 

By the end of 1998 no law introducing 
alternative civilian service had been ad­
opted. Furthermore, under the 1997 law 
on freedom of conscience and religion, 
young men who claimed conscientious 
objection to military service based on their 
religious beliefs were often not considered 
as legitimate conscientious objectors by 
the courts. 

One prisoner of conscience, Vitaliy 
Gushchin, a Jehovah's Witness from Kur­
chatovo, Kursk Region, was released in 
July pending further investigation of his 
case. He had served eight months of an 18-

month prison sentence for refusing to 
carry out military service because of his 
religious beliefs. The Kursk Regional 
Court had ruled in December 1997 that Vi­
taliy Gushchin was a member of a "sect" 
and that his claims to religious beliefs 
were "groundless". Two other conscien­
tious objectors, Vasiliy Bazhenov and 
Vsevolod Sukhanov, were awaiting trial. 

Other prisoners of conscience contin­
ued to be detained pending trial. Oleg 
Pazyura, a human rights defender and re­
tired naval officer arrested in 1997 and 
charged with "slander of a person or a 
public official" and "a threat or violent ac­
tions against a procurator, investigator, in­
terrogator or other officials" (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 998), was convicted 
in January, but immediately released 
under an amnesty. 

Aleksandr Nikitin, a former prisoner of 
conscience, appeared before St Petersburg 
City Court in October on charges of trea­
son and exposing state secrets (see Am­
nesty International Reports 1 997 and 
1998). After two weeks of hearings, the 
Court referred the case back to the Office 
of the Procurator for additional investiga­
tion. A leksandr Nikitin continued to be 
under orders not to leave the city. 

Torture and ill-treatment by law en­
forcement officers, including cases from 
previous years, were reported. In February 
the Supreme Court of the Republic of Mor­
dovia convicted seven police officers of 
torturing criminal suspects and sentenced 
them to prison terms ranging from three to 
nine and a half years. The case was 
brought after a series of incidents, includ­
ing the death in 1995 of Oleg Igonin, who 
was arrested on suspicion of burglary and 
tortured by several police officers. He was 
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asphyxiated when officers put a gas mask 
on him and cut off the air supply. a 
method known as "elephant" torture. 

Mikhail Yurochko. who was arrested in 
1993 in Arkhangelsk and charged with 
murder. had reportedly been tortured and 
ill-treated in order to extract a confession. 
He had only been allowed to see his law­
yer three weeks after arrest. He was repor­
ted to have been severely beaten and 
deprived of food. raped by cell mates with 
the complicity of the prison authorities. 
and told that he would be driven to sui­
cide. Two co-defendants. Yevgeny Med­
nikov and Dmitry Elsakov. alleged they 
were similarly tortured. Although all three 
reportedly had alibis. Mikhail Yurochko 
and Yevgeny Mednikov were sentenced to 
death. Dmitry Elsakov was sentenced to 
15 years' imprisonment. In 1995 the Su­
preme Court of the Russian Federation 
overturned the death sentences and sent 
back the case to the court of first instance 
for additional investigation. Mikhail 
Yurochko and Dmitry Elsakov were re­
leased in July when the legal terms of their 
pre-trial detention expired; Yevgeny Med­
nikov remained in prison for a separate 
conviction. In December the investigation 
concluded. However. the case had not 
been sent to court by the end of the year 
because the Office of the Procurator Gen­
eral intervened and decided to review the 
case because the confessions had allegedly 
been extracted under torture and to con­
sider transferring the investigation to 
another regional procurator. 

In December 1997 Larisa Kharchenko 
was released from pre-trial detention 
where she had been held incommunicado 
and reportedly denied medical treatment 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 

Reports of torture in the armed forces 
continued to be received. In May it was re­
ported that a young soldier serving in the 
Russian army. stationed in the town of 
Budyonnovsk. Stavropol Territory. had 
been beaten to death by an older soldier 
for refusing to mend his shoe. He was re­
portedly the 14th soldier killed by de­
dovshchina (the practice of bullying and 
humiliating new recruits) in the 205th 
Brigade in 18 months. During this period 
over 350 soldiers reportedly complained 
of torture and ill-treatment to the Budyon­
novsk and Stavropol committees of Sol­
diers' Mothers. In October the Office of the 
Procurator General stated that it was con-

cerned about the abuses. No investigation 
was known to have been set up into the al­
legations of torture. 

Viktor Fyodorovich Andreyev re­
mained in a pre-trial detention centre in 
Moscow where. according to his lawyer. 
he was deliberately denied medical treat­
ment despite being near death from tuber­
culosis. He had been arrested in 1995. 
while serving in the Russian army in 
Chechnya. for the murder of his com­
manding officer. who had allegedly tor­
tured him and other conscripts. According 
to his lawyer. the military justice authorit­
ies wanted to avoid bringing the case to 
court to avert a precedent-setting verdict 
of manslaughter in self-defence. rather 
than murder. 

In September the Chief Military Procu­
rator stated that 25 investigations into 
compliance with legislation aimed at pro­
tecting servicemen since August 1997 had 
revealed 605 crimes. of which 270 quali­
fied as dedovshchina. 

Conditions in penitentiaries and pre­
trial detention centres that hold up to a 
million people continued to amount to 
cruel .  inhuman or degrading treatment. 
Prisons were grossly overcrowded. Thou­
sands of detainees had to sleep in shifts . 
often without bedding. Many cells were 
filthy and pest-ridden. with inadequate 
light and ventilation. Food and medical 
supplies were frequently inadequate. Dis­
eases and mental illness were widespread. 
A new amnesty law for detainees an­
nounced in October. reportedly aimed at 
easing overcrowding. was expected to lead 
to the release of up to 1 1 5.000 people from 
pre-trial detention centres. Under the De­
cember 1997 amnesty law. only 14.290 
people were released. according to official 
figures. even though the law applied to at 
least 267.000 people. 

One possible extrajudicial execution 
was reported. The body of Larisa Yudina. 
a journalist and editor of the opposition 
newspaper Sovetskaya Kalmykia in the 
Republic of Kalmykia. was found in June 
in a pond near the city of Elista with a 
fractured skull and multiple stab wounds. 
She had been repeatedly warned to stop 
her critical reporting on Kalmykian Pres­
ident Kirsan Ilyumzhinov. whom she ac­
cused of corruption. On the night she was 
killed. a man reportedly telephoned her. 
offering documents relating to her invest­
igation of corruption. She reportedly went 



to meet the man and never returned. A 
criminal investigation into her killing was 
opened and three men were reportedly de­
tained as suspects. 

Galina Starovoitova, a member of par­
liament and co-Chairperson of the Demo­
cratic Russia Party, was killed in St 
Petersburg in November. She was an out­
spoken critic of corruption among the pol­
itical elite, an opponent of the com­
munists and nationalists in parliament, 
and an active human rights defender. Ac­
cording to police, a man and a woman 
shot Galina Starovoitova and one of her 
aides, Ruslan Linkov, in the stairwell of 
her apartment. Galina Starovoitova died 
instantly; her aide suffered serious head 
wounds. Two days before her murder, 
eight officers of the Russian Federal Secur­
ity Services (FSB) alleged at a press confer­
ence that the FSB had been involved in 
extortion, terrorism, hostage-taking and 
contract killing. 

In April the government stated that 894 
prisoners remained under sentence of 
death. However, in October the Minister 
of Justice said the figure was 839. No exe­
cutions had been reported since August 
1996. One execution was reported in 
Chechnya in 1998 (see below). 

Legal provisions for asylum-seekers 
remained inadequate. Many people re­
mained at risk of return to countries 
where they would be in danger of human 
rights violations. Guram Absandze, Minis­
ter of Finance in the Georgian government 
of former President Zviad Gamsakhurdia 
and Vice-President of the "Georgian Gov­
ernment in Exile", was arrested in the 
Russian Federation in March, allegedly at 
the request of the Georgian authorities. He 
Was forcibly returned to Georgia later that 
month and was immediately detained 
pending trial. It was feared that he might 
be ill-treated. 

In February the Russian Constitutional 
Court ruled again to abolish the need for 
residence permits, known as the pl'Opiska 
system. The government at federal and 
local level had failed to inform law en­
forcement officials that the system was 
abolished, or that federal laws and the 
Constitution overrode local regulations. 
People continued to be detained by police 
for not having a permit, particularly 
people from ethnic minorities. 

In the Chechen Republic, at least one 
person was executed and up to 30 others 
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were facing imminent execution. Salan 
Bakharchiyev was sentenced to death by 
the Chechen Supreme Shari'a Court for 
murder. He was executed in June. Assa 
Larsanova again faced imminent execu­
tion after giving birth in prison in Grozny, 
the capital (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1 998). In June the scope of the death 
penalty in Chechnya was widened to in­
clude blood feud murders. 

Continuing abductions of journalists, 
media employees, humanitarian aid work­
ers and Russian political representatives in 
Chechnya led to questions about the abil­
ity of both the Russian and Chechen au­
thorities to guarantee the safety of civilians 
and to allegations of acquiescence by 
Chechen officials in such abuses. Among 
those taken hostage were Valentin Vlasov, 
the Russian President's plenipotentiary 
representative in Chechnya, who was ab­
ducted in May and released in November. 
In October the body of Akmal Saidov, a 
departmental head at the Russian Federa­
tion mission in Chechnya, was found near 
the border between Chechnya and In­
gushetia a few days after he was kid­
napped. A note attached to the body was 
allegedly signed "the wolves of Islam". In 
October, three United Kingdom nationals 
and one New Zealander working in Chech­
nya were abducted in Grozny; their bodies 
were recovered in December. The Chechen 
government responded by introducing a 
state of emergency and initiating a crack­
down on crime. In December French aid 
worker Vincent Cochetel, who had been 
kidnapped in January, was released. 

Amnesty International continued to 
urge the authorities to release prisoners of 
conscience immediately and uncondition­
ally, and to enact legislation creating al­
ternative civilian service of non-punitive 
length. 

In May an Amnesty International del­
egation visited the Russian Federation and 
met official bodies, victims of human 
rights abuses, human rights defenders, 
and women's groups. Amnesty Interna­
tional urged the government to introduce 
an effective system of independent inspec­
tions and public control of all places of 
detention. Amnesty International's delega­
tion was refused access to pre-trial deten­
tion centres. 

In response to the authorities' invita­
tion to contribute to the drafting of a fed­
eral program for the protection of human 
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rights and fundamental freedoms, Am­
nesty International presented a "Working 
Document" setting out 51 recommenda­
tions to improve human rights protection 
in line with international standards. 
Senior officials responded, stating that 
lack of financial resources, the transition 
to the market economy and the high level 
of crime were the main obstacles to ad­
equate protection of human rights. 

In June Amnesty International received 
assurances from the Russian Minister of 
Internal Affairs that all steps would be 
taken to stop torture and ill-treatment of 
suspects in custody by law enforcement 
officials and that all such allegations 
would be promptly investigated and the 
perpetrators brought to justice. 

In March Amnesty International urged 
Chechen President AsIan Maskhadov to 
grant clemency to all prisoners under sen­
tence of death. The organization also called 
for revision of the provisions of the 
Chechen Shari'a Criminal Code, which 
provide for the death penalty and corporal 
punishments, with a view to abolishing the 
death penalty and all acts which constitute 
cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments. 

RWANDA 

Thousands of unarmed civilians were 
killed by the security forces and armed 
opposition groups. There was a sharp in­
crease in "disappearances". More than 
130,000 people were detained, many for 
prolonged periods without charge or trial, 
most of them accused of involvement in 
the 1994 genocide. Conditions in many 

detention centres amounted to cruel. in· 
human or degrading treatment. Ill·treat. 
ment of detainees was reported. At least 
800 people were tried on charges of par· 
ticipation in the genocide. some in unfair 
trials. At least 74 people were sentenced 
to death for participation in the 1994 
genocide and 22 were executed. At least 
1 2  other people were sentenced to death. 
At least two people were summarily 
executed without trial. Hundreds of Bur· 
undian refugees returned to Burundi. 
many apparently under duress. 

Armed conflict continued, mostly in 
the northwest of the country, between the 
Rwandese Patriotic Army (RPA) and insur­
gent groups that included members of the 
Forces armees rwandaises, (the former 
Rwandese army), known as eX-FAR, and in­
terahamwe militia who participated in the 
1994 genocide. Both the RPA and the 
armed opposition carried out widespread, 
deliberate killings of civilians. The con­
flict caused large-scale population dis­
placement. In the second half of the year, 
hundreds of thousands of people were liv­
ing in camps in Gisenyi and Ruhengeri , in 
very poor conditions; some had reportedly 
been moved there by force. 

In August fighting broke out in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (ORe -
see ORe entry) between Congolese armed 
groups and government forces of ORe Pres­
ident Laurent-Desire Kabila. RPA troops 
were present in eastern ORe, backing the 
armed opposition. There were also reports 
of members of the eX-FAR and intera­
hamwe militia fighting alongside ORe gov­
ernment forces. 

In July the UN Human Rights Field Op­
eration for Rwanda (UNHRFOR) withdrew 
from Rwanda after the government and 
the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights failed to agree on a review of its 
mandate. Its activities had been sus­
pended in May. The government had in­
sisted that monitoring and reporting on 
the human rights situation be dropped 
from UNHRFOR'S mandate. claiming that na­
tional organizations, including the newly 
established but not yet functional National 
Human Rights Commission, could take on 
these functions. 

In April the UN Security Council ad· 
opted a resolution to reactivate the com­
mission of inquiry set up in 1995 to 
investigate transfers of arms and equip­
ment to the eX-FAR (see previous Amnesty 



International Reports). The commission's 
final report, issued in November, de­
scribed the presence and activities of the 
eX-FAR in a number of countries, and stated 
that the free flow of small arms was a ma­
jor cause of insecurity and instability in 
the region. The report asked the Security 
Council to reaffirm its arms embargo on 
the eX-FAR and proposed broader measures 
to address uncontrolled arms flows and to 
ensure respect for arms embargoes. How­
ever, it included no reference to grave 
human rights violations carried out by par­
ties other than the eX-FAR and their allies, 
and did not mention killings of thousands 
of civilians by Rwandese security forces. 

The government did not report on 
measures to investigate and bring to just­
ice members of its security forces respons­
ible for massacres committed in the DRC 
in 1996 and 1997, as requested by the UN 

Security Council (see ORC entry) .  
The Special Representative of the UN 

Commission on Human Rights visited 
Rwanda three times. His report to the UN 

General Assembly included recommenda­
tions to ensure that the National Human 
Rights Commission could be fully estab­
lished and function effectively and inde­
pendently. 

Thousands of people, including many 
vulnerable people such as the elderly and 
young children, were unlawfully killed by 
members of the security forces, the major­
ity in the context of military operations in 
the northwest. In some cases, soldiers 
were arrested for their alleged participa­
tion in such killings. However, in the ma­
jority of cases, no action was known to 
have been taken to bring the perpetrators 
to justice. Hundreds of people were killed 
in Mukingo, Ruhengeri, in January and 
February. They included more than 200 
people reportedly killed by RPA soldiers in 
Shin giro and Muhingo on 21 January, 
around half of whom were young children 
and babies. The victims also included 
around 50 young men whose arms were 
reportedly tied behind their backs before 
they were shot dead. More than 120 
people were reportedly killed by RPA sol­
diers assisted by armed Tutsi civilians in 
Nyabirehe, Mukingo, on 24 January. Some 
were killed with bayonets and knives, 
some had their heads crushed with large 
stones or rocks, and some, mainly women 
and children, were reportedly burned 
alive in their homes. 

RWANDA 

Also in January more than 300 un­
armed civilians were killed by RPA soldiers 
in Rubavu, Gisenyi, including more than 
200 killed at Keya, Muhira. The victims 
included Emmanuel Rutikanga, a judicial 
official, his wife Therese Mujawayezu, a 
primary-school teacher, and their four 
children. On 12 May around 150 civilians 
were reportedly killed by RPA soldiers in 
Birembo, in Giciye, Gisenyi. The victims 
included elderly people such as Rubyeyi, 
aged 84, and children such as Uwama­
horo, aged nine. In mid-July around 250 
civilians were reportedly killed by RPA 
soldiers at Nanga, Nkuli, Ruhengeri. The 
victims included entire families who hap­
pened to live in the area; the RPA soldiers 
reportedly accused them of supporting the 
armed groups. Some of the victims' bodies 
were thrown into nearby latrines. 

Seth Sendashonga, former Minister of 
the Interior in Rwanda and leader of a 
Rwandese opposition party in exile, was 
shot dead in Kenya in May. The assassina­
tion was believed to be linked to his criti­
cisms of the Rwandese government and 
his denunciation of human rights viola­
tions in Rwanda (see Kenya entry). 

Armed opposition groups carried out 
many deliberate and arbitrary killings of 
unarmed civilians. On 19 January around 
40 people were killed in an attack on a 
bus carrying workers of a brewery in 
Gisenyi. Many of the passengers were 
trapped and burned alive after petrol was 
poured over the bus and set alight. Others 
were shot dead as they tried to escape. On 
5 February more than 40 civilians were 
killed by an armed opposition group in 
Jenda, Nkuli, Ruhengeri; the victims in­
cluded Sebahutu, Mucocori, Nzabarinda 
and Gaudence. The following night, up to 
60 people were killed with machetes, bay­
onets and knives at a settlement of dis­
placed persons at Byahi, Gisenyi. In June 
at least 25 people were killed at Nkamira, 
Gisenyi, at another settlement of internally 
displaced persons. 

People perceived as collaborators with 
the authorities were also among those tar­
geted by armed opposition groups. Charles 
Komeza and his wife Laurence Nyiram­
pundu, both in their seventies, were 
among nine people killed in Nyabikenke, 
Gitarama, in March. Both their bodies 
were reportedly found decapitated. 

There were reports of hostage-taking by 
armed opposition groups. On 19 September, 
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after an unsuccessful attack on a military 
position, an armed group reportedly ab­
ducted several people in Birembo, in Gi­
ciye, Gisenyi, and killed at least one of 
them, Mavugabandi. 

There were many cases of killings of ci­
vilians where the identity of the perpet­
rators remained unknown or where there 
were contradictory reports about who was 
responsible. On 16 August, 14 people 
were killed by unidentified perpetrators in 
Nyamagana, near Ruhango, Gitarama. The 
victims included the wife and children of 
Emmanuel Gasana - an Anglican pastor 
who had recently been released from 
prison - and Joseph Karamage, another 
pastor and a school official. On 12 July at 
least 34 people were killed in an inn at 
Tare, in Rural Kigali, where people had 
gathered to watch a football match. Some 
were shot dead, others were stabbed or 
burned to death. The attack was widely re­
ported as having been carried out by an 
armed opposition group. However, several 
eyewitnesses claimed that the assailants 
were RPA soldiers. 

The number of "disappearances" rose 
sharply during the year. Many of the "dis­
appeared" were presumed dead. Others 
were believed to be held in detention cen­
tres to which access was denied. In the 
vast majority of cases, no conclusive in­
vestigation was known to have been car­
ried out. Ladislas Mutabazi, prosecutor of 
Gisenyi, was reportedly last seen on 1 8  
January with a n  RPA soldier at Base, near 
Ruhengeri, where he was visiting relat­
ives. Investigations were launched by the 
Ministry of Justice and the gendarmerie, 
but their results were not known. One­
sphore Byampiliye, a businessman, was 
led away by RPA soldiers in Rubavu, 
Gisenyi, on 28 June. He was never seen 
again. His wife, Immaculee Twagira­
mariya, was reportedly killed by soldiers 
the following day. 

Scores of people "disappeared" in 
Umutara in the east in late December 1997 
and January 1998. The victims were 
mostly former refugees in Tanzania who 
had returned to Rwanda in late 1996. 
They were reportedly rounded up from 
various locations and taken away by RPA 

soldiers assisted by local Tutsi civilians. 
The victims included Abraham 
Ndumviriye, aged around 80, his two 
sons, Joseph Tegeri and Seth Rwamirera, 
and their wives and children. 

More than 1 30,000 people were de­
tained in civilian prisons and detention 
centres across Rwanda, most of them 
awaiting trial on accusations of participa­
tion in the 1994 genocide. In addition, an 
unknown number were detained in mili­
tary detention centres to which access to 
families and other visitors was denied. In 
October the Minister of Justice announced 
that around 10 ,000 detainees who did not 
have a case file would be released; a few 
hundred had been released by the end of 
the year. Several thousand detainees indi­
cated their willingness to confess under 
the plea-bargaining system. 

In many detention centres, conditions 
amounting to cruel , inhuman or degrading 
treatment continued to cause serious 
health problems and led to deaths of 
detainees. 

Cases of torture or ill-treatment were re­
ported, usually at the time of arrest and in­
terrogation, and during detention in the 
cachots communaux (local detention 
centres) and military detention centres. 
Tharcisse Rusagara, director of a primary 
school in Bicumbi, Rural Kigali, was re­
portedly beaten on the arm and back by 
soldiers with rifle butts after his arrest in 
February. Another man testified that he 
was badly beaten all over his body in a 
local detention centre in Kicukiro in Kigali 
town after his arrest in January; he was ini­
tially denied access to medical treatment 
for injuries caused by the beatings. 

At least 800 people were tried on 
charges of participation in the 1994 geno­
cide. Although certain aspects of the trials 
were better than earlier trials (see previous 
Amnesty International Reports), most de­
fendants continued to be denied a trial 
within a reasonable time. More witnesses 
testified during trials than before, but se­
curing the presence of witnesses remained 
difficult, especially for the defence. More 
defendants had access to lawyers than in 
1997, but this access mostly remained lim­
ited to trial and post-trial phases. Most tri­
als taking place in areas of armed conflict 
proceeded without lawyers, who would 
generally not risk travel ling there. Legisla­
tion establishing a compensation fund for 
the victims of the genocide was adopted, 
although victims still awaited compensa­
tion. The work of the Court of Cassation 
became paralysed after the suspension of 
several judges, including the Court's Pres­
ident, who subsequently resigned. 



The International Criminal Tribtmal for 
Rwanda (rcm) based in Arusha, Tanzania, 
announced its first judgments. Among 
those sentenced was Jean Kambanda, for­
mer Prime Minister in the interim govern­
ment at the time of the genocide, who 
received life imprisonment after pleading 
guilty to six charges including genocide 
and crimes against humanity. Jean-Paul 
Akayesu, a former local official, was also 
sentenced to life imprisonment. By the end 
of the year, 32 people were held in Arusha. 

At least 74 people were sentenced to 
death by the national courts for their role 
in the genocide. On 24 April, 22 people 
were executed in public. the first execu­
tions of people found guilty of participa­
tion in the genocide. Several of them had 
received an unfair trial, including Silas 
Munyagishali, former assistant prosecutor 
of Kigali, whose arrest may have been po­
litically motivated and in whose trial de­
fence witnesses had been threatened and 
effectively prevented from testifying. Dco­
gratias Bizimana and Egide Gatanazi, two 
of those executed, had no access to a de­
fence lawyer (see previous Amnesty Inter­
national Reports). 

Four RPA soldiers were sentenced to 
death in January by a military court of ap­
peal in connection with the assassination 
of Captain Theoneste Hategekimana in 
1997; they had initially been sentenced to 
life imprisonment (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1998). The same month two 
RPA soldiers accused of murder, Gaspard 
Mutabazi and Emmanuel Rutayisire, were 
summarily executed in public in Ruhen­
g ri and Gisenyi without a trial. In No­
vember a military court confirmed the 
death sentences of RPA Captain Godfrey 
Ntukayagemo and Corporal John Simbabu­
ranga, convicted of the murder of two 
women in August. 

In May, six people were sentenced to 
death in Cyangugu in connection with the 
killing of five members of l1NIIRFOR in 1997 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 

Hundreds of Burundian refugees re­
turned home from Rwanda. Many ap­
peared to have been coerced into 
returning to Burundi despite widespread 
human rights abuses there. It appeared 
that many refugees' decision to return was 
motivated primarily by unfavourable fac­
tors in Rwanda, including ill-treatment 
and threats by the security forces and 
harsh conditions in the refugee camps. 

RWANDA/SAUDI ARABIA 

Amnesty International raised its con­
cerns with the authorities throughout the 
year. In June it published a report, 
Rwanda: The hidden violence - "disap­
pearances " and killings continue, based in 
part on the findings of an Amnesty Inter­
national visit to Rwanda in February. Dur­
ing the visit, Amnesty International 
dAlegates discussed human rights con­
cerns with senior government and military 
officials. 

In April Anmesty International pub­
lished International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda: Trials and tribulations, which 
expressed concern about several aspects of 
the rcm's work, including a weak witness 
protection scheme. In September Amnesty 
International welcomed the first judg­
ments of the rcm, but regretted that it had 
taken the ICTR so long to issue them. 

Amnesty International campaigned for 
the UNHRFOR to be allowed to remain in 
Rwanda and for monitoring and reporting 
to remain in its mandate. 

Amnesty International welcomed the 
resumption of the work of the UN commis­
sion of inquiry into arms transfers to the 
eX-FAR and recommended that the com­
mission's mandate be broadened to cover 
arms transfers to other armed groups as 
well as to security forces in the Great' 
Lakes region, in recognition of the fact that 
grave human rights abuses were being car­
ried out by all parties. 

SAUDI ARABIA 
Scores of people were arrested as sus­
pected political or religious opponents of 
the government, including possible pris­
oners of conscience. Many were held in 
secret detention. Political prisoners, be­
lieved to number in the hundreds, includ­
ing possible prisoners of conscience, 
arrested in previous years remained held 
without trial and possibly without charge. 
At least one possible prisoner of con­
science continued to serve a prison sen­
tence imposed after a grossly unfair trial. 
There were continued allegations of tor­
ture and ill-treatment. Two people were 
reported to have died in custody in cir­
cumstances which suggested that torture 
was a contributory factor. The cruel 
judicial punishments of amputation and 
flogging continued to be imposed. An 
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unknown number of people were sen­
tenced to death and at least 29 people 
were executed after trials which fell far 
short of international standards. At least 
37 foreign nationals were forcibly re­
turned to their country where they were 
at risk of serious human rights violations. 

The government of King Fahd bin 
'Abdul-'Aziz continued to enforce a ban 
on political parties and trade unions. Press 
censorship also continued to be strictly 
enforced. Information on human rights vi­
olations remained severely limited. The 
government continued to impose restric­
tions on access to the country by interna­
tional human rights organizations. 

Scores of people were arrested as sus­
pected political or religious opponents of 
the government or on political or religious 
grounds, including possible prisoners of 
conscience. They included tens of Chris­
tians who were apparently detained solely 
for their religious beliefs. They also report­
edly included scores of so-called Arab 
Afghan veterans - people who had taken 
part in armed conflicts in Afghanistan and 
Bosnia - who were arrested in the first 
few months of the year. Some of those ar­
rested were understood to have been sub­
sequently released. 

Suha al-Mas'ari was arrested in Jeddah 
in November, upon arrival from the 
United Kingdom (UK). She was reportedly 
taken to al-Ha'ir prison in Riyadh. The 
reasons for her arrest were not clear, but 
were reportedly connected to her kinship 
to the exiled Muhammad al-Mas'ari, in 
which case she would have been a pris­
oner of conscience. She was released 
without charge in December. 

Up to 30 Christian migrant workers 
were arrested in Riyadh in June, report­
edly after a copy of the Bible was found 
outside a house. They were arrested 
purely for their religious beliefs and were 
prisoners of conscience. Among those ar­
rested were Ariel Ordona, Angelito Sison, 
Juanito Manalili and Ruban Aguire, all 
Philippine nationals, and Wim Den Har­
tog, a Dutch national. They were report­
edly held in incommunicado detention. 
Yolanda Aguilar, a Philippine national, 
who was heavily pregnant at the time of 
the June arrests, was interrogated in hos­
pital shortly after giving birth. She was or­
dered to remain under house arrest until 
her husband returned from the Philip­
pines to be questioned about his religious 
activities. All of those arrested were repor­
ted to have been released without charge 
in July and deported. 

Political prisoners believed to number 
hundreds, including possible prisoners of 
conscience, arrested in previous years 
continued to be held without trial. At least 
several others arrested with them were re­
leased during the year. Those sti l l  held in­
cluded so-called Arab Afghan veterans as 
well as Shi'a and Sunni Muslim critics or 
opponents of the government. Among the 
latter were Sheikh Salman bin Fahd al­
'Awda and Sheikh Safr 'Abd al-Rahman 
aI-HawaIi, both arrested in 1994, and Dr 
Nasser al-'Umr, arrested in 1995. All three 
remained held in al-Ha'ir Prison through­
out 1998 (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1 997). Bander Fahd al-Shihri, who 
was arrested on political grounds in 1997 
after he was forcibly returned to Saudi 
Arabia from Canada, also remained de­
tained without trial (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). Scores of prisoners, 
including possible prisoners of conscience 
and political prisoners, detained in the 
wake of the 1996 bombing of the us mili­
tary complex of al-Khobar, remained held 
without trial and possibly without charge. 

Also held without charge or trial were 
Farzana Kauzar, a Pakistan national, and 
her three children - Muharnrnad Assad 
Ijaz, aged three, Fakeyha Ijaz, aged six, 
and Muhammad Sa'ad, aged nine. Arres­
ted in October 1997, they were held under 
house arrest until their release in July. At 
times they were also held in secret deten­
tion and the children were separated from 
their mother and from each other during 
interrogation. The family was believed to 



have been held in order to force the chil­
dren's father, Ahmed Muhammad Ijaz, to 
return to Saudi Arabia. He was apparently 
sought by the authorities as a possible wit­
ness to a business dispute. Farzana Kauzar 
and her three children were prisoners of 
conscience held solely because of their re­
lationship to Ahmed Muhammad Ijaz. 

At least one possible prisoner of con­
science continued to serve a prison sen­
tence imposed after a grossly unfair trial. 
'Ali al-'Utaybi was sentenced in 1996 to 
three years in prison on charges report­
edly including having contact with the 
Committee for the Defence of Legitimate 
Rights (CDLR), an illegal organization based 
abroad. 

Among the political prisoners released 
during the year were Muhsen Hussain 
al-'Awaji ,  Ibrahim 'Abd al-Rahman al­
Hudayf, Muhammad 'Abd al-Rahman 
al-Hudayf, Naser lbrahim al-Barak, Salih 
Mansur al-Barak, Khalid 'Abdallah 
Salih al-Yahya, Sultan 'Abd al-'Aziz 
al-Suwaylem and Sultan 'Abd al-Muhsen 
al-Khamis. All eight were arrested in 1994 
on charges relating to an alleged attack 
against a security officer and for having 
links with the CDLR (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 996). They were sentenced 
in 1995 to prison terms ranging from three 
to 18 years after trials which fell far short 
of international standards for fair trial. 
Ibrahim 'Abd al-Rahman al-Hudayf was 
sentenced to 300 lashes in addition to 18  
years' imprisonment. A number of  leading 
Shi'a clerics, arrested in 1996 in the wake 
of the al-Khobar bombing, were also re­
leased. They included Sheikh Ja'far 'Ali 
al-Mubarak, Sheikh 'Abd al-Karim al­
Hobail, Sayyed Hashim al-Shekuss and 
Sheikh Hussain al-'Abbas (see Amnesty 
International Report 1997). 

There were allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment. Dr Omran Muhammad, a 
Kuwaiti national visiting Saudi Arabia for 
the Hajj pilgrimage, was reportedly de­
tained in April, apparently in connection 
with his political views, and held in the 
al-Mabahith al-'Amma (General Intelli­
gence) headquarters in the city of al­
Madina and then in deportation prisons in 
al-Madina and Jeddah. During his deten­
tion he was allegedly beaten, kicked and 
suspended upside down with chains for 
periods of several hours. He was allegedly 
denied contact with the Kuwaiti embassy 
and his family. He was released without 
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charge and deported to Kuwait at the end 
of April. 

There were reports that two prisoners 
died in custody in circumstances which 
suggested that torhrre may have been a 
contributory factor. Muharnmad al-Hayek 
was reported to have died in June in the 
al-Mabahith al-'Amma headquarters in al­
Dammam. He had been detained for more 
than two years without charge or trial. He 
was reportedly held incommunicado and 
there was no known official investigation 
into the cause of death. 

Ahmad bin Ahmad al-Mubalbil, a 
prayer leader from al-Jufer village in al­
Ihsa, died reportedly in November while 
in the custody of members of the Hay'at 
al-Amr biJ Ma'ru! Wan-Nahi 'an aJ­
Munkar, Committee for the Propagation of 
Virtue and Prevention of Vice. His relat­
ives were said to have refused to collect 
his body and were reported to have lodged 
a complaint with the Ministry of the Inter­
ior. The exact reasons for the arrest of Ab­
mad bin Ahmad al-Mubalbil were not 
known, but they were believed to be con­
nected to his religious practices. 

Cruel judicial punishments continued 
to be imposed, although information about 
court cases and the carrying out of such 
punishments was limited. In October 
Nasser bin Khamis bin 'Abdullah al­
Malluhi, a Saudi Arabian, and Sa'id bin 
'Abd AI-Razak Sayyed Madkur, an Egypt­
ian, both reportedly had a hand ampu­
tated after being found guilty of theft. The 
judicial punishment of flogging also con­
tinued to be imposed routinely. 

At least 29 people were executed after 
grossly unfair trials conducted in secret 
and without legal assistance; all were con­
victed of murder or rape. Most of those 
executed were Saudi Arabian; others were 
migrant workers from Egypt, India, 
Pakistan and the Philippines. Two execu­
tions were carried out on the same day in 
July: one was of Yolando Isanan from the 
Philippines, who had been found guilty of 
murdering four people; the other was of 
Mud'ij bin Musib bin Nasir al-Subay'i, a 
Saudi Arabian, who had been convicted of 
murder. No details of court proceedings 
were made public. In the cases of Yolando 
Isanan and other foreign nationals execu­
ted in Saudi Arabia, neither the families 
nor the relevant embassies were believed 
to have been informed of the executions 
until after they had been carried out. 
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The exact number of prisoners who re­
mained under sentence of death at the end 
of the year was not known as the govern­
ment continued to keep such information 
secret. Those arrested in connection with 
capital offences during 1998 included Eu­
genio Catapang, Reynaldo Dela Cruz and 
Taha Pagayocan, all Philippine nationals, 
who were arrested in February on drug­
related charges. Joel Blaza, also from the 
Philippines, was arrested in April on 
charges relating to possession of drugs and 
firearms. Dozens of people arrested on 
capital offences in previous years re­
mained at risk of execution. They in­
cluded four Pakistani men, arrested in 
1997 in connection with drug trafficking. 
Ten Pakistani women arrested with them 
were reportedly released and deported to 
Pakistan. Sarah Dematera, a Philippine na­
tional who was convicted of murdering 
her employer in 1992, also remained un­
der sentence of death (see Amnesty inter­
national Report 1 997). However, Deborah 
Parry, a nurse and UK national, who had 
reportedly been convicted of murder, was 
released from prison in May after being 
pardoned by King Fahd bin 'Abdul-'Aziz. 
The verdict and sentence were never offi­
cially announced. Her colleague, Lucille 
McLauchlan, also a UK national, was also 
pardoned and released in May. She had 
been found guilty of being an accessory to 
murder and was sentenced to eight years 
in prison and 500 lashes (see Amnesty in­
ternational Report 1 998). 

At least 35 Libyans, including three 
children, and two Egyptians were forcibly 
returned to their countries where they 
were at risk of torture. Among them were 
31 Libyans, including Hamida al-Wa'ir 
and her son Youssef, aged about 19 
months, who were forcibly returned to 
Libya in April or May (see Libya entry). 
The Libyans were among scores of foreign 
and Saudi Arabian nationals arrested in 
the wake of the November 1995 bombing 
of the Saudi Arabian National Guard train­
ing centre in Riyadh, the capital. They had 
been held without trial in al-Ruwais 
prison in Jeddah since their arrest in De­
cember 1995. The forcible return coin­
cided with the signing of a security 
agreement in April by Arab Ministers of 
the Interior and Justice. Among other 
things, the agreement encourages extradi­
tion of suspected "terrorists". A family of 
four Libyans, including Mohammad 

Shabou, aged five, and Ahmad Shabou, 
aged four, who were arrested in January, 
were also forcibly returned to Libya where 
all four were detained. The family had 
been granted refugee status in the UK in 
November 1997. They were arrested in 
Saudi Arabia, reportedly after overstaying 
a two-week visa which allowed them to go 
on pilgrimage to Mecca. Al-Sayyid Mo­
hammad Shabou, the father, remained in 
custody in Libya at the end of the year 
where he was believed to be at risk of 
torture. 

In communications to the Saudi Ara­
bian government Amnesty International 
requested clarification of the reasons for 
the arrest and detention of political de­
tainees and called for the immediate and 
unconditional release of all prisoners of 
conscience and for fair trials in accord­
ance with international standards for all 
others held on political grounds. The or­
ganization also called for reports of torture 
to be investigated, for anyone found re­
sponsible to be brought to justice, and for 
the commutation of all sentences of flog­
ging, amputation and death. No response 
was received from the government. 

In April Amnesty International up­
dated its previous submissions on Saudi 
Arabia for review by the UN Commission 
on Human Rights under a procedure es­
tablished by UN Economic and Social 
Council Resolutions 7281'/1503, for con­
fidential consideration of communications 
about human rights violations. Amnesty 
International deplored the Commission's 
decision to discontinue its consideration 
of Saudi Arabia under the 1503 procedure 
despite the persistent pattern of gross 
human rights violations in the country. 

SENEGAL 
More than 1 60 alleged supporters of an 
armed separatist organization in the 
Casamance region, some of them arrested 
in previous years, remained detained 
without trial; most appeared to be prison­
ers of conscience. Trade unionists and 
human rights defenders, including pris­
oners of conscience, were arrested during 
the year. There were reports of torture 
and ill-treatment. The army was respon­
sible for "disappearances" and extrajudi­
cial executions in Casamance. Armed 



separatists in Casamance also committed 
human rights abuses, including deliberate 
and arbitrary killings of civilians. 

In January Father Diamacoune Senghor, 
Secretary General of the Mouvement des 
Forces Democratiques de Casamance 
(MF'OC) , Democratic Forces of Casamance 
Movement, made a new call for a negoti­
ated settlement in Casamance. He asked 
the MF'DC to stop laying anti-personnel 
landmines, killing civilians and destroy­
ing property. He also said for the first time 
that the MF'DC was ready to give up its 
demand for Casamance's independence. 
Despite his call ,  tension continued in 
the region, notably after the intervention 
of Senegalese troops in neighbouring 
Guinea-Bissau (see Guinea-Bissau entry) .  

In May, despite claims of fraud made 
by the opposition parties, the general elec­
tions passed off peacefully. The ruling 
Parti Socialiste, Socialist Party, won a ma­
jority in the national assembly. 

More than 160 suspected MFOC sympa­
thizers remained in prison without trial 
throughout the year. About 90 had been 
arrested in 1995 and at least 60 since Sep­
tember 1997. Most appeared to be prison­
ers of conscience, arrested because they 
Were members of the Diola community. 
They were charged with "threatening state 
security", but no evidence was produced 
of their individual responsibility for acts 
of violence (see previous Amnesty Inter­
national Reports). 

In July, following a strike by electricity 
workers, 26 trade unionists were detained, 
including Mademba Sock, leader of SUT­
ELEC, the electricity workers' union. They 
Were charged with sabotage, but appeared 
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to have been detained because they op­
posed the privatization of the state-owned 
electricity company. All had been released 
by the end of the year, except Mademba 
Sock and another trade unionist who were 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment in 
December. 

Human rights defenders were also tar­
geted. In April Professor Cheikh Saad 
Bouh Kamara, President of the Asso­
ciation mauritanienne des droits de 
l'homme, Mauritanian Human Rights As­
sociation, was detained in Dakar as he was 
about to attend a meeting on human rights 
and expelled to Mauritania. In October 
Anquiling Diabone, the Casamance re­
gional representative of the Senegalese 
human rights organization, Rencontre 
africaine pour la dejense des droits de 
/ 'homme, African Conference for the De­
fence of Human Rights, was arrested at a 
military checkpoint 40 kilometres from 
Ziguinchor, the main city in Casamance. 
He was held for four hours and severely 
beaten by soldiers. 

Many Casamance civilians arrested by 
the security forces were reportedly tor­
tured or ill-treated while held incom­
municado for up to 10 days before being 
presented before an examining judge. A 
number of them were allegedly burned 
with petrol-filled plastic bottles set alight. 
None of these allegations were investi­
gated. 

Despite official promises, no steps were 
taken to end the impunity enjoyed by 
members of the security forces. None of 
the nine police officers and gendarmes 
charged in 1995 and 1996 with acts of tor­
ture had been tried by the end of the year 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
Following protests by a human rights or­
ganization, an inquiry was opened into 
the beating to death of Moussa Ndom by 
police officers in February in Dakar. 

In May security forces fired live ammu­
nition to break up a student demonstra­
tion in Saint-Louis, Senegal's second city. 
Nine students and one policeman were 
hurt in these clashes. The university was 
subsequently closed. 

The army was responsible for "disap­
pearances" and extrajudicial executions 
in Casamance. In April Djoumondong 
Bassfme, Louis Bassene, Babao Manga and 
Lamine Tendeng were detained in Djiro­
malte. They were reportedly asked to dig 
their own graves and then shot. Adrien 
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Sambou "disappeared" after being arres­
ted by soldiers in Kabrousse in July. In 
November soldiers broke into Djifangor 
Banjal, a neighbourhood near Ziguinchor, 
and killed some 30 civilians in a door-to­
door search for MFDC rebels. The fate of 
those who "disappeared" in previous 
years remained unknown (see previous 
Amnesty International Reports). 

The MFDC was also responsible for 
human rights abuses, including deliberate 
and arbitrary killings of civilians, some of 
whom were targeted because of their eth­
nic origin. In February suspected MFDC 
members killed seven fishermen in Sa­
louleu. The same month, six people sus­
pected of supporting the Senegalese 
authorities were killed in Singuere. 

In February Amnesty International pub­
lished a report, Senegal: Terror in 
Casamance, in which it called for the im­
mediate and unconditional release of any­
one detained in the context of the conflict 
in Casamance where there was no evi­
dence of their direct participation in a rec­
ognizably criminal offence. The report also 
denounced human rights abuses commit­
ted by both sides against civilians. Presi­
dent Abdou Diouf dismissed the report as a 
"web of untruths and lies". In April the 
Senegalese authorities published a white 
paper about the Casamance crisis, but this 
failed to answer Amnesty International's 
questions, notably concerning extrajudicial 
executions and "disappearances". 

SIERRA LEONE 
The Armed Forces Revolutionary Council 
(AYRc) continued to detain prisoners of 
conscience without charge or trial and 
was responsible for torture and extrajudi­
cial executions. After their removal from 
power in February, the AFRC and the 
armed opposition Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF) killed and mutilated thou­
sands of unarmed civilians. A civilian 
militia supporting the government of 
President Ahrnad Tejan Kabbah, the Civil 
Defence Forces (CDF), was also responsible 
for extrajudicial executions and torture, 
although on a significantly smaller scale. 
Hundreds of people alleged to have col­
laborated with the AFRC and RUF were de­
tained without charge by the reinstated 
government. Thirty-four soldiers were 

sentenced to death by a court martial 
which did not meet international stand­
ards for fair trial; 24 were executed. 
Forty-two civilians and the leader of the 
RUF were also sentenced to death. 

The elected government of President 
Kabbah was reinstated after the AFRC was 
forced from power in February by West 
African forces deployed in Sierra Leone -
the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) Cease-fire Monitoring 
Group (ECOMOC). The AFRC had seized 
power in a military coup in May 1997 and 
was joined by tho RUF (see Amnesty Inter­
national Report 1 998). 

During the ECOMOC offensive on Free­
town, the capital, in F bruary, AFRC and 
RUF forces deliberately and arbitrarily 
killed many civilians. Several hundred 
others were injured or killed as a result of 
shelling by both sides, which in somo 
cases appeared to be indiscriminate. 

Following their removal from power 
and throughout the rest of the year, AFRC 
and RUF forces embarked on a systematic 
campaign of killing, rape, mutilation, ab­
duction and destruction in the east and 
north of the country. By December rebel 
forces had advanced towards Freetown 
and an attack on Freetown appeared im­
minent. The government of Liberia was 
widely reported to be providing combat­
ants, arms and ammunition to rebel forces. 

In late April President Kabbah an­
nounced that the CDF, composed of tradi­
tional hunt rs such as the kamajors, had 
been placed under the command of 
ECOMOG. 

On 10 March President Kabbah pro­
claimed a state of emergency, subsequently 
ratified by parliament, which included 



provisions for indefinite detention without 
charge or trial. Some 2,000 soldiers and 
civilians suspected of collaboration with 
the AFRC and RUF were detained following 
the ECOMOG intervention. Many were sus­
pected of human rights abuses. 

In May the government established an 
independent committee of investigation to 
review the cases of several hundred de­
tainees and recommend whether they 
should be charged or released. 

Implementation of a comprehensive 
plan for disarmament, demobilization and 
reintegration of former combatants, in­
cluding an estimated 5,000 child soldiers, 
from the RUF, CDF and national army, was 
limited because of continuing conflict. 

The UN and other intergovernmental 
organizations repeatedly condemned as 
gross breaches of international humanitar­
ian law the atrocities committed against 
civilians by rebel forces. The Special Rep­
resentative of the UN Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict, following a 
visit to Sierra Leone in May, called for a 
more vigorous and concerted response by 
the international community to the needs 
of children affected by the conflict. 

In July the UN Security Council estab­
lished a peace-keeping operation, the UN 
Observer Mission in Sierra Leone 
(UNOMSIL). UNOMSIL human rights officers 
consistently investigated and reported 
human rights abuses, monitored treason 
trials and undertook several other import­
ant initiatives which contributed to the 
protection of human rights. 

On 30 July the UN Secretary-General 
convened a special conference in New 
York, USA, attended by representatives of 
the government of Sierra Leone, intergov­
ernmental organizations including the UN, 
the Organization of African Unity, ECOWAS, 
the European Union and the Common­
wealth, and humanitarian organizations. 
The conference agreed to establish an in­
ternational contact group to coordinate 
SUpport for efforts to restore peace, stabil­
ity, democracy and human rights in Sierra 
Leone. It first met in November. 

While in power, the AFRC and RUF com­
mitted widespread human rights viola­
tions, including detention without charge 
or trial, torture and extrajudicial execu­
tions. Among prisoners of conscience de­
tained by the AFRC were Sylvanus Kanyako, 
a journalist on the Hera/d Guardian, and 
David Kamara, its proprietor, who were 
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arrested in January, held without charge 
for three weeks, and tortured. 

In mid-January in Kenema, Eastern 
Province, the RUF detained several com­
munity leaders accused of supporting the 
kamajors. They were repeatedly beaten 
and one died as a result. Some were re­
leased, but several others remained held, 
including B.S. Massaquoi, Chairman of 
the town council. He was killed by RUF 
forces in February, and his mutilated body 
was reported to have been found with 35 
others in a mass grave near Kenema the 
following month. 

After they were removed from power, 
AFRC and RUF forces killed thousands of 
unarmed civilians, including many 
women and children, in the east and north 
of the country. The exact number of those 
killed remained unknown. The town of 
Koidu, in Kono District, Eastern Province, 
was virtually destroyed by rebel forces in 
April, and more than 650 bodies were re­
ported to have been found there. More 
than 200 unarmed civilians were killed 
during an attack on Yifin, a village in 
Koinadugu District, Northern Province, in 
late April. 

As many as 4,000 men, women and 
children suffered mutilation, crude ampu­
tations of their hands, arms, legs, lips or 
ears; others suffered lacerations and gun­
shot wounds. Survivors of attacks re­
counted that many others from their 
villages had been killed or had fled into 
the bush where many died of their in­
juries. They reported that villagers had 
been rounded up and locked in houses 
which were then set alight. Women and 
girls were systematically raped or subjec­
ted to other forms of sexual assault. Men 
who refused to rape members of their own 
families had their limb amputated as 
punishment. Children were ripped from 
their mothers' backs and killed with ma­
chetes. Among the victims who were evac­
uated to Freetown was a 15-year-old 
schoolboy from Koidu who had severe 
lacerations to his right ankle after an at­
tempted amputation; about 50 people with 
him were killed when they were attacked 
on 1 May. 

Reports of atrocities declined signific­
antly during July, but from August on­
wards, atrocities by rebel forces in 
Northern and Eastern Provinces escalated. 
In early September, for example, at least 
40 civilians, including children, were 
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reported to have been killed in Kamalu, 
Bombali District, Northern Province. Some 
of those killed had first been tortured and 
sexually assaulted and others were burned 
alive. Some 50 civilians were reported to 
have been abducted in Kamalu. 

Hundreds of civilians, in particular 
children and young men and women, 
were abducted during attacks by rebel 
forces. They were forced to fight and used 
as forced labour; women and girls were 
forced into sexual slavery. All those ab­
ducted were at risk of ill-treatment and de­
liberate and arbitrary killing. As many as 
10,000 civilians in rebel-controlled areas, 
in particular in Kailahun District, Eastern 
Province, were effectively held captive. 

An estimated 570,000 civilians fled to 
neighbouring countries to escape the viol­
ence or became internally displaced. 
Many remained at risk of killing, mutila­
tion and abduction. In September rebel 
forces attack"ld a refugee camp at 
Tomandu in Guinea, killing at least seven 
women refugees and three Guineans and 
forcing others to carry looted goods across 
the border. In November, 20 refugees in 
Tomandu who crossed the border in 
search of food had their hands cut off by 
rebel forces. The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees subsequently moved thou­
sands of refugees from Tomandu to camps 
further inside Guinea. 

In mid-February several foreign hu­
manitarian aid workers were captured and 
held hostage for two weeks by RUF forces 
who demanded the release of their leader, 
Foday Sankoh, who had been detained in 
Nigeria since March 1997. An Italian 
priest abducted in Kamalu by rebel forces 
in November remained held hostage at the 
end of the year. 

The CDP were responsible for extrajudi­
cial executions and torture and ill-treat­
ment of captured combatants and real or 
suspe ted supporters of the AFRC and RUP. 
AFRC soldiers were summarily executed by 
kamajors in Koidu in February; some were 
decapitated , others were doused with 
petrol or had tyres placed around them 
and were burned alive. At least 50 people 
were extrajudicially executed in Kenema 
in February. Human rights violations by 
the CDF decreased significantly after June, 
apparently following intervention by the 
government and ECOMOG. 

There were some reports that ECOMOG 

forces were responsible for illegal detention 

of civilians and torture and ill-treatment of 
combatants during surrender or capture. 
Reports also suggested that ECOMOG forces 
handed over some captured rebels to the 
CDF who then summarily executed them. 
UNOMSlL also expressed concern that 
ECOMOG forces did not consistently respect 
international humanitarian law in relation 
to the protection of non-combatants in 
areas affected by conflict. 

Hundreds of people alleged to have col­
laborated with the Al'RC and RUF were held 
without charge under legislation allowing 
indefinite detention without charge or 
trial. By December about 100 detainees 
had been released unconditionally and 
others were released either on bail or 
pending further investigation after their 
cases were reviewed by the independent 
committee of investigation; in other cases 
the committee concluded that there was 
evidence of criminal offences. 

In April, 59 civilian prisoners, onc of 
whom later died in detention, were 
charged with treason and some also with 
murder and arson. Three separate trials 
began the following month before the 
High Court in Freetown. Sixteen defend­
ants were convicted and sentenced to 
death in August, 11 in October and 15 in 
November. Seven were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment and the others were ac­
quitted. Appeals against conviction and 
sentence had not been heard by the end of 
the year. Another 22 civilians were 
charged with treason in December. 

RUF leader Foday Sankoh was returned 
to Sierra Leone from Nigeria in July and in 
September brought to trial for treason and 
otl1er offences. Efforts by the government 
to obtain legal representation for Foday 
Sankoh were unsuccessful because law­
yers feared reprisals. In October he was 
convicted and sentenced to death. His ap­
peal against conviction and sentence, dur­
ing which he was to be represented by 
lawyers from abroad , had not commenced 
by the end of the year. 

A court martial of 37 soldiers, includ­
ing prominent AFRC members, charged 
with treason and other offences began in 
late July. In October, 34 were convicted 
and sentenced to death; the others were 
acquitted. Despite a 1975 Appeal Court 
ruling that the death penalty for treason 
was discretionary, the court martial re­
fused to accept arguments that the death 
pen ally was not mandatory for these 



offences. The court martial allowed no 
right of appeal to a higher jurisdiction, 
contrary to international standards for fair 
trial. The convicted soldiers appealed to a 
special committee for the prerogative of 
mercy, chaired by the President. Despite 
calls for demency by the international 
community and submissions on behalf of 
18 of those convicted to the UN Human 
Rights Committee under the Optional Pro­
tocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 24 were pub­
licly executed a week later. The others 
had their sentences commuted to life im­
prisonment. 

In December, two journalists, Winston 
Ojukutu-Macaulay and Sylvester Rogers, 
both British Broadcasting Corporation 
correspondents, were arrested. Winston 
Ojukutu-Macaulay was charged with pub­
lication of false news for allegedly pub­
lishing false information about hostilities 
and failing to check his stories with 
ECOMOC, and released on bail. A third 
journalist was also sought. 

Prisoners and detainees were held in 
conditions whi h in some cases amounted 
to cruel, inhuman and degrading treat­
ment. Following large-scale detentions 
after February, the Central Prison, 
Pademba Road, in Freetown was severely 
Overcrowded. Conditions were particu­
larly harsh in prisons outside the capital 
and at the headquarters of the police 
Criminal Investigation Department and 
the Central Police Station in Freetown. 

Before the AFRC and RUF were removed 
from power, Amnesty International repeat­
edly appealed for the release of prisoners 
of conscience and an end to detention 
Without charge or trial, torture and iII­
treatment, and extrajudicial executions. 

In late February Amnesty International 
requested that those detained for all ged 
Collaboration with the AFRC and RlIF be 
charged and brought to trial in accordance 
with international standards with a mini­
mum of delay and that those not to be 
charged be released. The Minister of Just­
ice and Attorney General responded that 
detainees included prisoners of war and 
those who had surrendered for their own 
safety and that criminal investigations 
were pro eeding. 

In early May Amnesty International 
Publicized escalating atrocities by rebel 
forces. It called for an end to human rights 
abuses against civilians and for the urgent 

SIERRA LEONE/SINGAPORE 

I 
establishment of an independent human 
rights presence in the country. 

An Amnesty International delegation 
visited Sierra Leone in May and met gov­
ernment officials and members of the 
military, the Jegal profession and non­
governmental organizations, as well as 
victims of human rights abuses. 

Amnesty International addressed a re­
port to the UN special conference in July -

The United Nations special conference on 
Sierra Leone: The protection of human 
rights must be a priority for the interna­
tional community. The report called for an 
end to impunity as a prerequisite for last­
ing peace and recommended: that UNOMS1L 

be given the necessary resources to mon­
itor violations of international humanitar­
ian and human rights law; that particular 
attention be given to the needs of children 
affected by the conflict; and that assist­
ance be provided to create effective insti­
tutions for the protection and respect of 
human rights. 

An Amnesty International representat­
ive observed the early stages of the court 
martial of AFRC members in late July. Am­
nesty International repeatedly urged the 
government to allow a judicial appeal pro­
cedure from the court martial. 

Amnesty International appealed to 
President Kabbah to commute all death 
sentences and in October condemned the 
execution of the 24 soldiers. 

In November Amnesty International 
published Sierra Leone: 1998 - a year of 
atrocities against civilians, which docu­
mented in particular the gross human 
rights abuses committed by rebel forces 
and made specific recommendations to 
the government, rebel forces and the inter­
national community for ending human 
rights abuses and ensuring the protection 
of human rights in the future. 

SINGAPORE 
An opposition party leader continued to 
face civil defamation suits brought by gov­
ernment leaders, in apparent violation of 
his right to freedom of expression. At least 
36 prisoners of conscience were held 
throughout the year for their conscientious 
objection to military service. A former 
prisoner of conscience continued to have 
his rights to freedom of expression and 
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association restricted. Criminal offenders 
continued to be sentenced to caning. At 
least five people were sentenced to death 
and at least 28 executions were reported. 

There was continued concern that civil 
defamation suits were being misused by 
government leaders to curb the right to 
freedom of expression and the right to par­
ticipate freely in public life of their pol­
itical opponents. In late 1997 Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong had appealed 
against the level of damages awarded 
against J .B. Jeyarelnam, leader of the op­
position Workers' Party. The damages had 
been awarded in a civil defamation suit 
brought by the Prime Minister against J .B. 
Jeyaretnam for referring at a public elec­
tion rally in January 1997 to reports filed 
with the police alleging that the Prime 
Minister and other members of the ruling 
People's Action Party (PAP) had made false 
statements about Tang Liang Hong, a 
Workers' Party candidate, and thereby in­
cited religious groups against him (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998). In 
July the Court of Appeal increased the 
damages from uS$13,OOO to uS$59,OOO and 
ordered J.B. Jeyaretnam to pay full costs. 
In August the Prime Minister issued a 
statutory demand for full payment of dam­
ages within 21 days, but later agreed to ac­
cept payment in five equal instalments 
and to adjourn bankruptcy proceedings 
against J .B .  Jeyaretnam. The issue of the 
costs of the Prime Minister's suit and the 
hearing of seven related civil defamation 
suits brought against J .B. Jeyaretnam by 
other members of the PAP were pending at 
the end of the year. J.B. Jeyaretnam contin­
ued to face possible bankruptcy and the 
subsequent loss of his parliamentary seat. 

At least 36 conscientious objectors to 
military service were imprisoned during 
the year. They were prisoners of con­
science. All were members of the Jeho­
vah's Witnesses, a religious group which 
has been banned in Singapore since 1972. 
All refused to perform military service on 
religious grounds. There is no alternative 
civilian service for conscientious objectors 
to military service in Singapore (see Am­
nesty International Reports 1 996 to 1 998). 

Chi a Thye Poh, a former opposition 
member of parliament and prisoner of 
conscience who had been detained with­
out trial between 1966 and 1989 under the 
Internal Security Act ([SA), continued to 
have his freedom of expression and asso­
ciation restricted by government orders 
issued under the [SA (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). The orders prohibited 
him from participating in any organization 
or making public statements without offi­
cial permission, and from freely associat­
ing or communicating with detainees 
formerly held under security legislation. 
In November the restriction orders expired 
and were not renewed. The government 
stated that if Chia Thye Poh "reinvolved" 
himself in activities which they regarded 
as prejudicial to Singapore's security, he 
would be "dealt with firmly under the 
law". 

Caning, which constitutes cruel, in­
human or degrading punishment, re­
mained mandatory for some 30 crimes, 
including attempted murder, rape, armed 
robbery, drug trafficking, i llegal immigra­
tion and vandalism. It can also be im­
posed for a number of other crimes, 
including extortion, kidnapping and caus­
ing grievous injury. In June the anti-drug 
laws were amended to stipulate a mandat­
ory prison sentence of between five and 
seven years and between three and six 
strokes of the cane for drug abusers who 
had been admitted at least twice to drug 
rehabilitation centres. Subsequent of­
fences may carry longer prison sentences 
and a larger number of strokes of the cane. 
In September, ostensibly in an attempl to 
curb an influx of undocumented migrant 
workers from neighbouring countries, the 
authorities increased the penalties for im­
migration offences to longer prison sen­
tences plus caning. In October 
Paramasivan Patti Thevar, a Malaysian na­
tional, was sentenced to four years in 
prison and 18 strokes of the cane for 



smuggling six illegal immigrants into the 
country. It was not known how many sen­
tences of caning were carried out during 
the year. 

At least five death sentences were re­
ported to have been passed during the 
year for murder or drug offences. The true 
figure was almost certainly higher. 

At least 28 executions by hanging were 
reported to have been carried out, the ma­
jority for drug-related offences. In a rare 
move in May, President Ong Teng Cheong 
granted clemency to Mathavakannan 
Kalitnuthu who had been sentenced to 
death for murder. His sentence was com­
muted to life imprisonment. His alleged 
accomplices, Asogan Ramesh and Selva 
Kumar, were executed the same month. In 
June the scope of the death penalty was 
expanded to include a mandatory death 
sentence for those convicted of trafficking, 
manufacturing or importing more than 
250 grams of the drug crystal metham­
phetamine, also known as "ice". 

An Amnesty International observer at­
tended the appeal hearing in the case of 
J.B. Jeyaretnam in July. The organization 
criticized the use of civil defamation suits 
by the ruling PAP as politically motivated 
and aimed primarily at curbing dissenting 
Voices and deterring their participation in 
public life. 

Amnesty International continued to 
urge the government of Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong to release all prisoners of 
conscience. In November the organization 
noted the lifting of restriction orders 
against Chia Thye Poh, expressed the be­
lief that the move was long overdue, and 
again called for the ISA to be amended so 
that it no longer allowed for the arrest and 
detention without trial of those who 
peacefully express political or religious 
beliefs. The organization also urged the 
authorities to end the punishment of can­
ing, to commute all death sentences and to 
publish statistics on the use of the death 
penalty. 

• 

SLOVAKIA 
One conscientious objector to military 
service was imprisoned. He was a pris­
oner of conscience. There were reports 
that detainees were ill-treated by police 
Officers. 

SINGAPORE/SLOVAKIA 

In January the three parties supporting 
Prime Minister Vladimir MeCiar's govern­
ment prevented a parliamentary discus­
sion about the reinstatement of two 
deputies who had been stripped of their 
mandate in violation of Constitutional 
Court rulings. In February and March, by 
abstaining in the parliamentary vote for a 
new president, the ruling coalition 
blocked presidential elections and pre­
vented the organization of a referendum 
on whether the president should be elec­
ted by a popular vote. When President 
Michal Kova�'s mandate expired in 
March, the government assumed some 
presidential powers. Parliamentary elec­
tions in September were won by a broad 
coalition of parties which were opposed to 
Prime Minister MeCiar. In October 
Mikulas Dzurinda was appointed Prime 
Minister. 

Slovakia signed in September the 
Second Optional Protocol to the Interna­
tional Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death 
penalty. 

In March Prime Minister Me�iar de­
clared an amnesty in connection with the 
abduction of former President Kova�'s son 
in 1995, in which agents of the Slovak Se­
cret Service had allegedly been involved. 
However, in December the new Prime 
Minister revoked this amnesty. 

In April Miroslav Albert, a conscien­
tious objector to military service, was re­
leased from prison. He had been 
imprisoned in September 1997 for refus­
ing to perform military service (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). At least 
three other conscientious objectors who 
failed to apply for alternative service 
within 30 days of being declared fit for 
service, as required by the Law on Civilian 
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Service, were prosecuted and faced poss­
ible imprisonment. 

In March, in Bratislava, Viera O. was 
asked by two police officers to remove 
posters she was putting up about a peace­
ful demonstration organized by the Eco­
logical Party. Although she explained that 
the demonstration had been approved by 
the authorities one officer reportedly 
grabbed the last poster from her hand. 
When she tried to take it back, the officers 
reportedly twisted her arms, pushed her 
face against a fence and held her in this 
position for approximately 20 minutes. 
They also reportedly used abusive lan­
guage. She was then taken to Ra�ianska 
street police station where she was ques­
tioned concerning her alleged assault on 
police officers. Viera O. was medically ex­
amined that same evening and issued with 
a certificate which described contusions 
and haematoma on her left arm and shoul­
der. An investigation conducted by the 
Ministry of the Interior established that 
Viera O. had insulted a police officer, a 
minor offence for which she had been 
fined. However, the report of the invest­
igation made no reference to allegations of 
ill-treatment or to possible causes of Viera 
O.'s physical injuries. 

Amnesty International appealed to the 
authorities to release Miroslav Albert and 
to bring the Law on Civilian Service into 
line with internationally recognized prin­
ciples. The organization also urged the 
authorities to promptly and impartially 
investigate the reported ill-treatment of 
Viera O. 

SOMALIA 
Dozens of deliberate and arbitrary kiU­
ings of unarmed civilians were carried 
out by militias of clan-based factions. 
Human rights abuses by clan militias in­
cluded hostage-taking and rape. Some 
prisoners of conscience were held in So­
maliland. Islamic and clan courts con­
demned to death several prisoners who 
were subsequently executed. 

A national reconciliation conference 
planned in 1997 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998) was repeatedly post­
poned on account of disagreements 
between political factions and had not 
taken place by the end of the year. There 

was no further progress towards establish­
ing a central transitional government. Me­
diation efforts by the UN, the Inter­
Governmental Authority for Develop­
ment, governments in the region and the 
European Union, were also unsuccessful. 
The Somaliland Republic in the northwest 
continued to seek international recogni­
tion, and in July a new "Puntland State" 
was de lared in the northeast by the rul­
ing political group there, the Democratic 
Front for the Salvation of Somalia. Its 
Charter said that it would be an integral 
part of a future federal Somalia and would 
respect human rights. 

In August the two main political fac­
tions in Mogadishu, led by Ali Mahdi and 
by Hussein Aideed, formed a joint com­
mittee for the surrounding Benadir region 
and established a locally funded police 
force. However, they were opposed by 
three other factions and consequently the 
port and airport had not been reopened by 
the end of the year. Faction fighting broke 
out sporadically in Mogadishu throughout 
the year, but in and around Kismayu port 
in the south there was sustained fighting 
between the Majarten clan militias of the 
Somali Patriotic Movement and the Mare­
han clan militias of the Somali National 
Front (SNP). In the central Bay and Bakol 
regions there was fighting throughout the 
year between Hussein Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance militias, which had cap­
tured Baidoa town in 1995, and the Ra­
henweyn Resistance Army. In August an 
uneasy peace was made between the SNP 
and the Al-Itihad aJ-IsJam force in Gedo 
region, but all other regions in the south 
experienced flare-ups of fighting during 
the year. 



In February the UN Independent Expert 
on human rights in Somalia issued her re­
port to the UN Commission on Human 
Rights. She called on all the warring 
factions to respect human rights and hu­
manitarian law. Her recommendations in­
cluded a program of technical cooperation 
to support human rights advocacy groups 
and establish the rule of law, the appoint­
ment of a human rights field officer, and 
the integration of human rights into UN 
programs. In April the Commission en­
dorsed these proposals. 

The conduct of UN peace-keeping 
troops in Somalia in 1993 and 1994 con­
tinued to be the subject of government in­
vestigations. In Italy in May the second 
report of a commission of inquiry was 
published, and in September a Canadian 
Commission of inquiry published a 10-
volume report. In Belgium criminal pro­
ceedings continued during the year (see 
Belgium and Italy entries). 

Human rights abuses by faction militias 
Were committed with impunity. There 
Were hundreds of kill ings of unarmed ci­
Vilians. Journalists and human rights act­
iVists were targeted. One person, Ahmed 
Mohamed Ibrahim, was shot dead at a 
peace rally in Mogadishu in July. Two Is­
lamic court officials were assassinated in 
August. Members of vulnerable minority 
communities, such as Bantu agricultural­
ists and artisan "castes" ,  and of the 
wealthier Benadiri business community, 
continued to be at risk of arbitrary killing, 
looting and rape. 

There were many incidents of hostage­
taking. Ten International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) staff in Mogadishu were 
kidnapped in April by gunmen who 
threatened to kill them. The kidnapping, 
ostensibly for ransom, seemed to have a 
political motivation too, and some con­
nection to clan militias. All 10 hostages 
Were released unharmed after two weeks. 
A Somaliland opposition leader, Suleiman 
Mohamed Aden (also known as "Gal") ,  
�as kidnapped by gunmen in May in an 
lnter-clan dispute and held for two weeks. 
There were attacks on UN staff and work­
ers for non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs); some were kil led, others were ab­
ducted for short periods. In October a new 
Islamic court in south Mogadishu sen­
tenced six gunmen to one-year prison 
terms for kidnapping an Italian nun. In 
general, there was no rule of law or con-

SOMALIA 

sistent application of justice in most parts 
of the collapsed state. 

Prisoners of conscience held in Soma­
liland included media workers who were 
arrested on several occasions on account 
of published articles. The chief editor of 
Jamhuriya, Hassan Said Yusuf, was arres­
ted on four occasions between May and 
September for publishing articles criticiz­
ing President Mohamed Ibrahim Egal's 
government. He was held for a total of six 
weeks without charge. Yasin Mohamed 
Ismail , editor of The Republican, 
Jamhuriya's English language publication, 
was also arrested and held for several days 
without charge. lid Jama Mohamed, a 
journalist on the Himilo newspaper, was 
detained in Berbera in October, accused of 
publishlng false information. He was re­
leased after some weeks without charge. 

Prisoner of conscience Ahmed Farah 
Jirreh, a businessman in Hargeisa, the So­
maliland capital, was detained in Septem­
ber by the Somaliland security authorities 
who claimed that a community road 
building project he had initiated was sub­
versive. The Regional Security Committee 
(RSC) in Hargeisa, consisting of the mayor 
and the police and prison commanders, 
imposed a one-year prison sentence on 
him, although he was never charged or 
tried. The RSC had also detained 20 youths 
and children, including three sisters aged 
between 10 and 13  years who were re­
leased after a week, and imposed one-year 
prison sentences on them without any 
trial process, for alleged offences against 
public order. Ahmed Farah Jirreh was re­
leased in November but other RSC de­
tainees were reportedly stil l  held at the 
end of the year. 

Several people were executed after be­
ing condemned to death by Islamic or clan 
courts in trials which fell short of interna­
tional standards. In Beletweyn in October, 
Tofay Abdullah Ahmed was arrested im­
mediately after the murder of her hus­
band, sentenced to death by an Islamic 
court and executed, all on the same day. 

During the year Amnesty International 
condemned human rights abuses by fac­
tion militias and called on them to respect 
human rights. In October Amnesty inter­
national representatives held a workshop 
for NCO workers in Somaliland on human 
rights awareness and action. The repres­
entatives also met members of the Soma­
liland authorities to discuss human rights 
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issues. They appealed for the release of 
prisoners of conscience and called for an 
immediate end to administrative deten­
tion by the RSC. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

There were frequent reports of deaths in 
custody. some of which resulted from tor­
ture or ill-treatment of detainees and pris­
oners by police. the military or prison 
warders. A number of people shot dead 
by police may have been extrajudicially 
executed. and some political killings were 
carried out apparently with the compli­
city of security forces. 

On 22 September the South African Na­
tional Defence Force (SANDF) intervened in 
Lesotho at the request of the Lesotho gov­
ernment who feared a coup by members of 
the Lesotho Defence Force (LDF). At least 
nine South African and 25 LDF soldiers 
died in the following days. About 1 ,000 
SANDF and Botswana Defence Force sol­
diers were still in Lesotho at the end of the 
year (see Lesotho entry). 

In October the Truth and Reconcili­
ation Commission (TRC) submitted a report 
to President Nelson Mandela. Officials 
from the ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) unsuccessfully attempted to delay its 
publication by court action. However, for­
mer President F.W. De Klerk obtained 
agreement from the TRC to remove findings 
against him from the report, pending a fur­
ther court hearing in March 1999. 

The TRC'S report concluded that most 
gross human rights violations between 
1960 and May 1994 had been committed 

by "the former state through its security 
and law enforcement agencies. . .  and in 
collusion with certain other political 
groupings, most notably the Inkatha Free­
dom Party (IFP) ", whom the TRC identified 
as "a major perpetrator of gross human 
rights violations from 1983" .  The TRC 
found that from the late 1970s, the former 
state "knowingly planned, undertook, 
condoned and covered up the commission 
of unlawful acts, including the extrajudi­
cial killings of political opponents and 
others, inside and outside South Africa". 
The TRC also concluded that opposition or­
ganizations, including the ANC and Pan 
Africanist Congress, although fighting a 
"just war" against a system condemned in­
ternationally as a crime against humanity. 
breached international humanitarian law 
and committed gross human rights viola­
tions. The TRC found both organizations 
responsible for violations against dissident 
members in their camps abroad. 

In an interim report, the TRC'S Amnesty 
Committee named 171 people who had 
been granted amnesty for specific crimes. 
The Committee continued hearings on 
hundreds of remaining amnesty applica­
tions. The TRC recommended that prosecu­
tions should be considered in cases where 
evidence existed against individuals who 
had failed to apply for amnesty or had 
been denied amnesty. 

The TRC noted that a number of polit­
ical organizations and former officials had 
failed to cooperate with it. However, only 
former President P.W. Botha was prosec­
uted for refusing to obey a subpoena from 
the TRC. He was sentenced to a fine or al­
ternatively 12 months in prison; an appeal 
was pending at the end of the year. 

In December South Africa ratified the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit­
ical Rights and the UN Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De­
grading Treatment or Punishment. 

In April a judicial commission of in­
quiry, the Mahomed Commission, repor­
ted that it found no substance to Military 
Intelligence (MJ) allegations of a "left-wing 
plot" against President Mandela's govern­
ment. The MI report appeared to implicate 
Lieutenant-General Siphiwe Nyanda, De­
partment of Foreign Affairs official Robert 
McBride and others in the plot. In March 
Robert McBride was arrested in Mozam­
bique in connection with alleged arms 
trafficking, along with a man who had 



known links to former police and intelli­
gence covert operations. Robert McBride 
was released in September and returned to 
South Africa pending the outcome of judi­
cial investigations in Mozambique. 

In May parliament approved the Regu­
lation of Foreign Military Assistance Bill 
which obliges South Africans and perma­
nent residents to obtain the approval of 
the National Conventional Arms Control 
Committee to offer military related ser­
vices abroad. 

In June an Inspecting Judge of the Judi­
cial Inspectorate was appointed "10 facili­
tate the inspection of prisons in order to 
report on the treatment of prisoners and 
conditions in prisons". In July the first 
National Director of Public Prosecution 
(NDPp) was appointed under new legisla­
tion. By November the NDPP had estab­
lished two Investigating Directorates: one 
in Cape Town to investigate and bring 
prosecutions in connection with orga­
nized crime and killings, the other in 
Pietermaritzburg focusing on political 
Violence in KwaZulu Natal (see below). 

In October the Constitutional Court 
ruled that laws criminalizing sodomy (re­
ferring to consensual sex between men) 
Were discriminatory and unconstitutional. 
In November Section 49 of the Criminal 
Procedure Act was amended to curtail po­
lice discretion to use force when arresting 
criminal suspects. The same month the 
Refugees Act was passed to bring national 
law and practice into line with interna­
tional law. However, the Act's provisions 
for detention of asylum-seekers fall  short 
of international standards. 

Statutory and non-governmental human 
rights monitoring organizations continued 
to receive and investigate numerous re­
ports of torture, ill-treatment and suspected 
unlawful killings by members of the secur­
ity forces. In March the Minister of Safety 
and Security stated that more than 5 ,300 
Complaints of assault during 1997 had 
been lodged against the police. The statu­
tory Independent Complaints Directorate 
(ICD) received 607 reports of deaths in po­
lice custody in the first 10 months of 199B, 
the majority in Gauteng and KwaZulu Na­
tal provinces. It also received 13 com­
plaints of torture in police custody and 103 
complaints against the police of assault or 
attempted murder, the majority in Gauteng 
province. The lCD was still investigating 
these cases at the end of the year. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

In June journalist Thabo Mabaso was 
beaten so severely at Gugulethu police sta­
tion where he had gone to report a traffic 
accident that he required hospital treat­
ment for his injuries, including loss of 
sight in his left eye. In July, nine police of­
ficers were suspended from duty after ob­
structing the lCD'S investigations into the 
incident and were subsequently brought 
to trial for the assault. 

In September Zweli Kenneth Ndlozi 
died in police custody, two days after al­
legedly being assaulted at his home in 
Soweto by military police looking for 
weapons. His family searched but failed to 
find him at local police stations. On 7 Sep­
tember police informed them that Zweli 
Kenneth Ndlozi had been found hanging 
in his cell at Germiston police station. A 
post-mortem examination had already 
been conducted by a doctor who appar­
ently concluded that the cause of death 
was hanging. However, another post­
mortem by an independent forensic path­
ologist revealed that there were extensive 
abrasions on Zweli Kenneth Ndlozi's legs, 
arms, shoulders, back, chest and head, as 
well as lesions probably caused by ciga­
rette burns. No inquest had been held by 
the end of the year. 

There were reports of torture by SANDF 
members deployed in Kw:aZulu Natal and 
Lesotho. An independent post-mortem 
examination revealed that Bongenseni 
Zondi, an \FP supporter, suffered multiple 
fractures and other injuries to his head 
and body prior to his death in May in New 
Hanover, KwaZulu Natal, while in the 
custody of the SANDF. 

On 20 October Monaheng Kala, a self­
employed builder and opposition party 
supporter in Lesotho, was arrested at his 
home in Maseru by members of the SANDF 
and Lesotho police. He was allegedly 
taken by the SANDF across the border into 
South Africa to a military camp near La­
dybrand, where he was tortured with elec­
tric shocks, partially suffocated with 
rubber tubing, and beaten while being in­
terrogated. Four days later he was taken 
back to Maseru and released without 
charge. He required extensive medical 
treatment for bone fractures and other in­
juries. No effective investigation was insti­
tuted by the end of the year. 

In September the Empangeni magis­
trate's court convicted six members of the 
Umfolozi Public Order Policing Unit in 

305 



306 

SOUTH AFRICA 

KwaZulu Natal of assault with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm and of common as­
sault in connection with the arrest and tor­
ture in 1996 of environmental activist 
Kevin Kunene and four other community 
activists (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1998). The court sentenced them to 
two years' imprisonment, and a further 
two years suspended for five years. Two 
defendants were acquitted for lack of evid­
ence. The convicted officers were released 
on bail pending appeal. 

There were reports of ill-treatment of 
prisoners awaiting trial or serving sen­
tences. In August the South African 
Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) ex­
pressed concern at serious overcrowding 
and the resulting breakdown of standards 
within the prison system. The SAHRC 
found that a number of prisons failed to 
provide hot water, electricity, ventilation, 
beds or bedding, proper sanitation or 
lighting. From its inspections, the SAHRC 
concluded that "prisoners were assaulted 
indiscriminately, in many prisons on a 
daily basis, and . . .  no action was taken 
against offending [staff] members".  

The Minister of Correctional Services 
suspended from duty the head of Ing­
wavuma prison in KwaZulu Natal pend­
ing an inquiry into the death in May of 
a prisoner, Mduduzi Tembe, who was al­
legedly assaulted by the prison head and 
denied medical care. 

The ICD and non-governmental organ­
izations expressed concern about the high 
number of criminal suspects killed by po­
lice. In November the ICD stated that it was 
investigating the cases of 187 suspects al­
legedly shot dead by police during arrest 
in the first nine months of the year. For 
example, ]osias "Fingers" Rabotapi was 
shot dead by police, allegedly in self­
defence when the suspect drew a gun on 
them as they searched his house. Post­
mortem and ballistics findings indicated 
that he was assaulted before being shot in 
the back and that he had not fired his gun. 

On 7 October Sheikh Abdurahmaan 
Gasieldien, a prominent religious leader 
involved in the peace movement, was shot 
in the head and critically injured at his 
home in Cape Town by unidentified gun­
men. None of those responsible for hun­
dreds of violent incidents in the greater 
Cape Town area was successfully prosec­
uted. In March the statutory Office of the 
Public Protector reported that senior Cape 

Town police were effectively shielding 
notorious gang members from investiga­
tions into serious crimes. 

Politically motivated killings and other 
violence continued in KwaZulu Natal. In 
Richmond area, for example, a new wave 
of politically motivated killings occurred 
after the acquittal on murder charges and 
release in May of United Democratic 
Movement leader Sifiso Nkabinde. Forty 
people were killed in July alone. On 3 
July, eight people were shot dead in a tav­
ern, including the ANc-aligned Deputy 
Mayor Percy Thompson, who was killed 
as he lay injured on the floor. On 28 July, 
nine members of the Shezi family, includ­
ing four children, were shot dead while 
sleeping in their home in the ANC-support­
ing area of Esimozomeni, Richmond. The 
killings forced hundreds of families to flee 
their homes. The national government or­
dered increased deployments of soldiers 
and police to the area. Members of the 
Richmond police station, including offi­
cers accused of complicity in the killings, 
were transferred out of the area. However, 
despite new investigations ordered by na­
tional and provincial police authorities, 
the perpetrators were still at large in No­
vember when the Investigating Directorate 
began its work (see above). 

In March the Moerane Commission of 
Inquiry, set up by the national Minister of 
Safety and Security, began hearing evid­
ence on alleged police complicity in the 
December 1995 Shobashobane massacre 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 996). 
One officer admitted that he knew who 
had masterminded the attack, but was too 
afraid to name them. Other police wit­
nesses established that senior regional and 
local police authorities had prior notice of 
the impending attack, but said that on the 
day all police and military resources 
based in the area had been withdrawn. 
The hearings were expected to continue 
until February 1999. 

In July a police officer and another per­
son were acquitted by Mtubatuba magis­
trate's court of murder and attempted 
murder in connection with the 1997 death 
of Fikhani Reginald Manana, from 
Mkhuze, KwaZulu Natal. He had been 
dragged behind a vehicle together with 
another man, Mr Msibi, who survived the 
incident. Mr Msibi later died as a conse­
quence of il l-treatment in prison while 
held on apparently false charges brought 



against him by the police officer investig­
ating Fikhani Manana's death. Following 
complaints about the acquittals, the NOPP 
instituted inquiries into the conduct of the 
investigation and prosecution. 

In January an inquest court found three 
police officers criminally liable for the 
death in 1995 of African Municipal Work­
ers' Union official Josias Mogolla during a 
strike in Pietersburg, Northern Province. 
The court criticized the police for using 
live ammunition without warning or justi­
fication. The court re ords were trans­
ferred to the Attorney-General for a 
decision on prosecution. However, the 
Attorney-General declined to prosecute 
anyone. 

In June a former agent of the covert 
Civil Cooperation Bureau, Ferdie Barnard, 
Was convicted and sentenced to life terms 
of imprisonment for two murders, includ­
ing the 1989 murder of human rights ac­
tivist and academic David Webster. 

Independent investigators were threat­
ened with death and legally harassed. 
CiVil rights lawyer Jenny Wild, who had 
researched police and military involve­
ment in organized crime, was subjected to 
death threats, illegal searches of her office 
and home, attacks on her property and a 
suspected arson attack on her home in Au­
gust. In November, after a protracted five­
year legal battle, the KwaZulu Natal 
Attorney-General withdrew criminal 
charges which had been pending against 
Jenny Wild since 1993. The ICO confirmed 
allegations of police fabrication of evid­
ence and interference with witnesses in 
criminal cases brought against the poet 
Mzwakhe Mbuli, who remained in cus­
tOdy at Pretoria Local Prison after three 
failed bail applications. His trial on one 
remaining criminal charge was due to re­
sume early in 1999. Prior to his arrest in 
�ctober 1997 he was investigating allega­
bons of police and official involvement in 
organized crime and an attempt had been 
made on his life. 

Amnesty International representatives 
visited South Africa twice to research 
human rights concerns. In July Amnesty 
International co-organized a workshop on 
forensic medicine and the investigation of 
human rights violations. The same month 
an Amnesty representative attended a 
session of the Moerane Commission of 
Inquiry. In October Amnesty International 
representatives met officials from the 

SOUTH AFRICNSPAIN 

Department of Foreign Affairs and officers 
from the SANDF in Pretoria and Maseru in 
connection with investigations into allega­
tions of human rights abuses by SANDF 
members deployed in Lesotho. 

Amnesty International appealed to the 
authorities for prompt and effective in­
vestigations into allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment in custody and for preventive 
measures to be taken for communities or 
individuals at risk of extrajudicial execu­
tion or other deliberate and arbitrary kill­
ings. It also sought assurances that no 
arms transfers were being made to parties 
to the conflict in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (ORC) and that respect for 
human rights should be central to any ne­
gotiated solution to the conflicts in the DRC 
and Lesotho. 

SPAIN 

Judicial inquiries continued into the "dirty 
war" of the 1980s, waged against the 
Basque armed group Euskadi Ta Askata­
suna (ETA), Basque Homeland and Free­
dom, by the Grupos Antiterroristas de 
Liberaci6n (GAL), Anti-terrorist Liberation 
Groups. Two former senior government 
officials were among those convicted and 
imprisoned after the first trial relating to 
GAL crimes. There were new reports of tor­
ture and ill-treatment by law enforcement 
and prison officers. Law enforcement offi­
cers charged with torture were tried and 
sentenced, often after lengthy delays; sen­
tences were frequently nominal. ETA con­
tinued to commit human rights abuses, 
including deliberate killings of political 
representatives, before declaring an indef­
inite cease-fire. 
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In March the Disciplinary Committee of 
the Consejo General del Poder Judicial 
(CGPj) , the governing body of the judiciary, 
agreed that about 40 specific complaints 
of i ll-treatment of prisoners between 1996 
and 1997, many of which had been closed, 
should be examined by its inspection ser­
vice to determine whether the judges in­
volved in the relevant inquiries had 
performed their tasks competently. The 
complaints were submitted to the CGPj by 
prisoners' relatives and a number of non­
governmental organizations in Spain. 

In May, in his annual report to parlia­
ment, the Ombudsman criticized the 
prison department for failing to take suffi­
ciently rigorous disciplinary measures 
against prison officers under investigation 
in some cases where prisoners had died or 
been i l l-treated. 

In May the UN Committee against Tor­
ture found that in the case of Encarnaci6n 
Blanco Abad, the Spanish authorities had 
violated the internationally recognized 
right of an individual to a prompt and im­
partial investigation where there were 
reasonable grounds to believe that an act 
of torture had been committed, or where 
the individual had alleged torture. Encar­
naci6n Blanco, whose allegations of tor­
ture by the Civil Guards in 1992 had been 
rejected as unfounded by Spanish courts, 
had exhausted all internal judicial reme­
dies by 1996. The Committee found that 
evidence in a number of medical reports 
should have been deemed sufficient to 
open a prompt inquiry, and that the fail­
ure to examine the officers of the Civil 
Guards reportedly involved, as well as the 
failure to hear other witnesses, showed 
lack of diligence. 

In June parliament gave final approval 
to a law reforming legislation in force 
since 1985 on conscientious objection to 
military service and alternative civilian 
service. However, the new law, like the 
previous legislation, made no provision 
for conscientious objection developed 
during military service. Since 1985 over a 
dozen conscripts have been imprisoned 
for their refusal to complete military ser­
vice on grounds of conscience, developed 
after joining the armed forces. 

In September ETA declared an indefin­
ite cease-fire. This unprecedented action 
followed the signing of the Declaration of 
Lizarra by 23 Basque and other political 
parties, trades unions and organizations. 

The Declaration resolved to open unlim­
ited dialogue to resolve the "Basque con­
flict" so long as no acts of violence were 
committed. 

In October Chile's former Head of State, 
Augusto Pinochet, was arrested in Lon­
don, the United Kingdom (UK), on the ba­
sis of a commission rogatory filed by a 
National Court judge in Madrid on charges 
of attempted murder, torture, conspiracy 
to torture, hostage-taking and conspiracy 
to take hostages. In his committal for trial 
order, the National Court judge listed 16 
Spanish citizens among the thousands of 
people who "disappeared" or were tor­
tured or killed when General Pinochet 
was Head of State (see Chile and UK en­
tries). 

The first trial in connection with 
crimes committed by GAL in the 1980s 
opened in May before the Supreme Court. 
In July former Interior Minister Jose Bar­
rionuevo and former Secretary of State Se­
curity Rafael Vera were sentenced to 10 
years' imprisonment for illegal detention 
and misappropriation of public funds in 
connection with the kidnapping of French 
businessman Segundo Marey who, in 
1983, had been held hostage for 10 days. 
According to medical reports, Segundo 
Marey was still suffering severely from the 
mental effects of the kidnapping. Ten 
other defendants, including the former 
civil governor of Vizcaya and a number of 
senior police officers, were sentenced to 
terms of imprisonment ranging from 10 
years to two years, four months and one 
day. In December, however, on the recom­
mendation of the Second Chamber of the 
Supreme Court, the Council of Ministers 
granted 10 of the 12  convicted, including 
Jose Barrionuevo and Rafael Vera, a partial 
pardon of two thirds of their sentences. 
The remaining parts of the sentences were 
subsequently suspended by the Constitu­
tional Court pending consideration of 
their appeals to the court. The prisoners 
were released, but remained barred from 
public office. 

Judicial inquiries continued into the 
kidnapping, torture and murder by GAL of 
two ETA members, Jose Antonio Lasa and 
Jose Ignacio Zabala, and into the killing of 
a presumed ETA member, Ram6n Ofied" 
erra, in the 1980s. 

There were new claims by suspected 
ETA members or supporters that they had 
been tortured during incommunicado 



detention. The allegations made consist­
ent references to the practice of partial 
asphyxiation with plastic bags, known as 
"la bolsa". David Gramont, arrested near 
Seville in March by national police and 
handed over to the Civil Guards, alleged 
that his head had been pushed repeatedly 
into a bath of water, a torture method 
known as "la baiiera". 

JOS/l Ignacio Armendariz Izaguirre al­
leged that he was tortured by Civil Guards 
after arrest in Pamplona in March and 
While being held incommunicado in 
Madrid. He said a plastic bag was placed 
Over his head and that he was repeatedly 
beaten on the head and body and forced to 
repeatedly bend up and down. On arrival 
in Madrid he was taken to see a doctor, 
who ordered X-rays, blood tests and treat­
ment for his knees. However, JOS/l Ignacio 
Armendariz Izaguirre alleged that when 
returned to his cell ,  blindfolded and man­
acled, he was beaten on the head, body 
and testicles, hooded and partially as­
phyxiated by insertion of fingers in his 
nose and mouth. 

Maite Pedrosa Barrenetxea, arrested in 
March, alleged that she was raped at the 
CiVil Guard headquarters in Madrid and 
that Civil Guards placed fingers, hands 
and a cold object, which they said was a 
pistol, in her anus and vagina. Cristina 
Gete, arrested in May, alleged that she was 
beaten, partially asphyxiated with a hood, 
sexually humiliated, fondled and threat­
ened with rape. All the above-mentioned 
Victims lodged judicial complaints. 

Racially motivated assaults by law en­
forcement officers, including police offi­
Cers of the autonomous regions, were also 
reported. Moroccan national Driss Zraidi 
lodged a judicial complaint stating that he 
had been assaulted in August by two offi­
cers of the Catalonian autonomous police 
force, the Mossos de Esquadra, in San Pe­
dro Pescador. Driss Zraidi alleged that 
after he had been asked for his papers, he 
Was pushed against a wall and beaten. 
One of his teeth was broken, his glasses 
Were smashed, and his gold chain was 
seized and deliberately pulled apart. At 
the police station he was repeatedly 
beaten, trampled on and racially abused. 
Four of his ribs were broken and, after his 
release, he needed hospital treatment for 
10 days. Eight officers were reportedly 
charged with involvement in the assault 
and were suspended from duty. 

SPAIN 

There were also reports about system­
atic beatings and prolonged isolation, in 
some cases for up to three years, in certain 
high security prison sections under a spe­
cial regime for surveillance of detainees 
known as FIES. The regime was set up in 
1991 by government circular and incorp­
orated in the penitentiary regulations in 
1996. Several prisoner support organiza­
tions alleged that many prisoners were 
frightened to make complaints about ill­
treatment or that, if they did, these were 
filed, while prison officers often made 
counter-complaints that were pursued 
through the courts. 

A number of trials relating to il l­
treatment and torture took place, some of 
which highlighted lengthy delays and ef­
fective impunity. In January the trial 
opened in Bilbao, 14 years after the crime 
was committed, of five national police of­
ficers accused of torturing two suspected 
members of a Basque armed group, 
Iraultza (Revolution). Three officers were 
sentenced to a total of five months' deten­
tion suspended for two years and eight 
months for the torture of JOS/l Ram6n 
Quintana and JOS/l Pedro Otero. However, 
the court decided that two other officers 
could not be tried because more than five 
years had elapsed between the alleged acts 
of torture and the opening of proceedings 
against them. An appeal against this deci­
sion was lodged. 

In February, two national police offi­
cers were sentenced by a Barcelona court 
to six months' imprisonment for torturing 
a detainee by beating him, forcing him to 
his knees, and pushing his head into a 
lavatory bowl and repeatedly pulling the 
chain. 

In February reports were received that 
one of three Civil Guards convicted to 
more than four years' imprisonment for 
the illegal detention and torture of Kepa 
Urra Guridi (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998) had been selected for a pro­
motional course while his appeal against 
the sentence was still pending. In October 
the Supreme Court reduced by three years 
the original sentence passed on the Civil 
Guards, while maintaining the sentence 
of six years' disqualification from public 
service. 

In March the trial of two municipal po­
lice officers for ill-treatment of Moroccan 
national Sallam Essabah (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 997) was suspended 
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because of a technical error in the judicial 
proceedings. The trial of four municipal 
police officers for the ill-treatment of 
Senegalese national Mamadou Kane (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998) was 
also suspended, owing to the failure to ap­
pear of witnesses for the prosecution and 
defence. 

In April ETA member Fernando Elejalde 
Tapia was sentenced by the National 
Court to 37 years' imprisonment for the 
killing of prison psychologist Francisco 
G6mez E16segui (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1998). After consulting med­
ical reports, the Court concluded there 
was no evidence that injuries sustained by 
Fernando Elejalde, who said he had been 
tortured in detention, occurred after his 
arrest. 

In April ,  10 Civil Guards from the Col­
menar Viejo barracks, near Madrid, were 
sentenced to between eight and two 
months' imprisonment for multiple acts of 
torture, il l-treatment and threats, after ar­
resting three young men in a bar in 1994. 
Three officers were acquitted. One re­
ceived a non-custodial sentence (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 997). 

Before ETA'S declaration of a cease-fire, 
it pursued its campaign of killings, pre­
dominantly of local councillors and allies 
of the ruling Popular Party. In January Jos� 
Ignacio lruretagoyena was killed in a car 
bomb explosion in the Basque area of Za­
rautz, and Alberto Jim�nez Becerill and 
his wife Asunci6n Garcfa Ortfz were shot 
dead in Seville. In May Pamplona council­
lor Tomas Caballero was shot dead in 
Pamplona. In June councillor Manuel Za­
marrefio was killed in an explosion in 
Renterfa. He had recently replaced Jos� 
Luis Caso, shot dead in December 1997. 

In March Amnesty International deleg­
ates held talks with a large number of na­
tional and autonomous government and 
opposition leaders in Catalonia, the 
Basque Country and Madrid. They met, 
among others, the Minister of the Interior 
of the Spanish government and the lehen­
dakari (the President of the Basque gov­
ernment). During the talks, Amnesty 
International expressed its concerns, in­
cluding torture and ill-treatment during 
incommunicado detention and a percepti­
ble increase in racially motivated assaults 
by law enforcement officers. 

Amnesty International sought informa­
tion from the authorities on new allega-

tions of torture and ill-treatment and urged 
them to ensure that all such allegations 
were thoroughly and impartially investi­
gated. It repeatedly condemned abuses by 
armed groups and called for a halt to ETA'S 

killings of political representatives. 
In June Amnesty International wrote to 

the Senate Constitutional Commission 
prior to its examination of the draft law on 
conscientious objection to military service 
and final parliamentary approval. The or­
ganization expressed concern that the text 
made no provisions for conscientious ob­
jection developed during military service 
and reiterated its belief that people should 
have the right to seek conscientious objec­
tor status whenever they developed their 
objections. It called on the Commission to 
do everything in its power to ensure that 
the law was amended to incorporate this 
right, as urged by the UN Human Rights 
Committee in 1996 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1997). 

SRI LANKA 

Thousands of people were arrested, in­
cluding scores of possible prisoners of 
conscience. Torture and ill-treatment 
were widespread and four prisoners were 
reported to have died as a result. At least 
14 people reportedly "disappeared". 
There were several reports of extrajudi­
cial executions. An armed opposition 
group was responsible for grave human 
rights abuses. 

Armed conflict continued between the 
armed opposition Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LITE) and the government 
of President Chandrika Bandaranaike 



Kumaratunga. Thousands of combatants 
died in heavy fighting in the "Vanni" ,  an 
area largely under LITE control. 

The state of emergency, which had 
been in force in parts of the country (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998), was 
extended to the whole country in August. 
In February emergency regulations (ERS) 
banning the LITE were promulgated. Emer­
gency powers were also used to impose 
censorship in June and postpone provin­
cial council elections in August. The cen­
sorship remained in force at the end of the 
year. 

In May the UN Committee against Tor­
ture examined Sri Lanka's initial report. 
The government delegation acknowledged 
that torture was a problem. The Commit­
tee recommended firmer action to bring 
perpetrators to justice and that Sri Lanka's 
Convention against Torture Act 1994, ERS 
and Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) be 
reviewed to ensure compliance with the 
UN Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment. 

The Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary-General on Children and Armed 
Conflict visited Sri Lanka and held talks 
with government officials and LITE leaders 
in May. According to UN press releases, 
the LITE undertook to stop immediately 
the recruitment of children under the age 
of 1 7  and their deployment in combat 
under the age of 18 .  

The final and interim reports of  three 
presidential commissions of inquiry estab­
lished in 1994 to investigate past human 
rights violations, particularly "disappear­
ances" (see Amnesty International Reports 
1995 to 1998), were made public in Janu­
ary. A new commission was set up in May 
to look into complaints which the three 
cOmmissions had not been able to invest­
igate before their term ended. The Board 
of Investigation which inquired into more 
than 700 "disappearances" that had been 
reported in Jaffna between 1995 and 1997 
Submitted its report to the President in 
April .  It reportedly found that 16 of the 
765 reported "disappeared" were killed 
and recommended further investigations 
with a view to prosecution in 25 cases. It 
also reportedly traced 201 of the 765 
people reported as "disappeared". 

A Committee to Inquire into Undue Ar­
:est and Harassment, comprising five min­
ISters and three members of parliament, 

SRI LANKA 

was appointed in July. It received 154 
complaints, including 10 which related to 
non-implementation of presidential direc­
tives and 47 which related to torture or il l­
treatment (see Amnesty International 
Reports 1 996 to 1 998). 

There were several incidents of harass­
ment of and threats to journalists. On 12  
February air force personnel attempted to 
abduct Iqbal Athas, a military reporter, 
from his home and threatened his family. 
In the same month, Pradeep Dharmaratne, 
a provincial reporter who had exposed 
trade in illicit liquor, was taken in for 
questioning by police and reportedly tor­
tured. In June the home of Lasantha Wick­
rematunge, editor of the Sunday Leader, 
was fired on. He also reportedly received 
anonymous telephone threats warning 
him against criticizing the government. 

Thousands of Tamil people, including 
scores of possible prisoners of conscience, 
were arrested in the north and east of the 
country and in the capital, Colombo. Safe­
guards for the welfare of detainees were 
not fully implemented in many cases. Un­
authorized places of detention were used, 
including by Tamil armed groups cooper­
ating with the security forces. In Vavu­
niya, evidence emerged of three unofficial 
detention places run by the People's Lib­
eration Organization of Tamil Eelam after 
a prisoner escaped. 

Torture and ill-treatment were wide­
spread. Reported methods of torture in­
cluded being hung upside down by the 
ankles or being hung by the thumbs, beat­
ings with cricket bats, whipping with 
chains, near-suffocation with plastic bags 
filled with petrol and chillies, and rape of 
female detainees. Thambirajah Kamalath­
asan, a Tamil man from Churmakam, 
Jaffua, was reportedly tortured for several 
days following his arrest by police from 
Pettah police station, Colombo, on 15 July. 
He alleged that chilli powder was rubbed 
into his eyes and that his genitals were 
squeezed. Two witnesses said they saw 
him being assaulted with a rod. Thambira­
jah Kamalathasan was one of 192 Sri 
Lankan asylum-seekers who had been re­
turned to Sri Lanka from Senegal in Feb­
ruary. On return, they were all arrested 
and detained for several weeks. 

The Supreme Court awarded compen­
sation to Kumaru Selvaratnam who had 
been tortured in Colombo in 1997 (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998) and 
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whose testicles had to be removed as a 
result. 

Four prisoners were reported to have 
died in custody as a result of torture. 
Among them was 18-year-old Sathasivam 
Sanjeevan, who was arrested by police in 
Amparai district in October. Although an 
initial post-mortem failed to identify signs 
of torture and confirmed the police ver­
sion that he had been killed by being shot, 
a second post-mortem, carried out after 
the body was exhumed, confirmed that 
the body showed signs of "injuries by 
blunt weapon" inflicted before the shoot­
ing. A magisterial inquiry continued at the 
end of the year. 

At least 14 Tamil civilians reportedly 
"disappeared" after arrest by the army or 
armed Tamil groups working alongside it. 
In Vavuniya, Kathirgamathamby Sentilku­
mar remained unaccounted for after he 
was seen being taken into custody on 23 
January from Poonthoddam camp for in­
ternally displaced people by a group of 
armed men, three of whom reportedly 
wore army uniform. 

There were several reports of alleged 
extrajudicial executions. On 1 February, 
eight Tamil civilians were deliberately 
shot at close range by police and home 
guards in Tampalakamam, Trincomalee 
district. Among them were six people at­
tending a party in a house near the police 
post. Around 20 police and home guards 
who appeared drunk reportedly took the 
victims, including two brothers aged 13 
and 17 ,  inside the police post and shot 
them in the compound. Corroboration of 
other reports of alleged extrajudicial exe­
cutions was often difficult to obtain, partly 
because of pressure exerted by the secur­
ity forces on relatives and witnesses. In 
several instances, the latter were forced to 
sign statements saying that those killed 
were members of the LITE or had been 
killed by the LITE. 

Further evidence emerged about ap­
proximately 600 "disappearances" repor­
ted in Jaffna in 1996. In a landmark 
judgment, five members of the security 
forces were found guilty by the Colombo 
High Court of the abduction, rape and 
murder of Krishanthy Kumarasamy and 
the abduction and murder of her mother, 
brother and a neighbour in September 
1996 (see Amnesty International Report 
1 997). They were sentenced to death. Two 
of the convicted soldiers told the court 

that there were 300 to 400 bodies at Chem­
mani, where the bodies of Krishanthy 
Kumarasamy and the others had been 
discovered. Statements about the alleged 
mass graves at Chemmani were taken from 
the five convicted men by the Criminal In­
vestigation Department and the Human 
Rights Commission. The latter requested 
assistance of forensic experts from the UN. 
However, by the end of the year, exhuma­
tions had not yet commenced. 

Investigations into other past human 
rights violations, including cases recom­
mended for further investigation by the 
three presidential commissions of inquiry 
(see above), continued. According to the 
Attorney General's department, investiga­
tions into 485 of the 3 ,861 such cases had 
been completed by mid-October and 150 
alleged perpetrators had been charged in 
the High Court. 

The trial of a school principal and eight 
army personnel charged in connection 
with the "disappearance" of a group of 
young people at Embilipitiya in late 1989 
and early 1990 continued throughout the 
year (see Amnesty International Reports 
1 995 to 1 998). Investigations into the ab­
duction and killing of Richard de Zoysa, a 
journalist, in 1990 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1 991 and 1 992) were re­
opened. 

The report of the presidential commis­
sion of inquiry investigating the killing of 
three detainees at Kalutara prison in De­
cember 1997 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998) had not been made public by 
the end of the year. 

The LITE was responsible for grave 
human rights abuses, including the delib­
erate killing of two mayors of Jaffna town. 
Sarojini Yogeswaran, a member of the 
Tamil United Liberation Front, was killed 
at her home on 17 May. On 1 1  September, 
her successor, Ponnuthurai Sivapalan, 
was among five civilians killed by a mine 
which exploded during a meeting at a mu­
nicipal building. In February the LITE was 
held responsible for killing 10 civilians 
during an attack on the Temple of the 
Tooth in Kandy. Thirty-four civilians were 
unlawfully killed in March when an oth­
erwise empty bus believed to be driven by 
an LITE member exploded in their midst at 
Maradana junction, Colombo. 

People who refused to cooperate with 
the L'rrn were taken prisoner and some­
times killed; others were unaccounted for. 



In July and August, four members of the 
Socialist Equality Party, a left-wing revo­
lutionary party, were taken prisoner by 
the LIfE and held for several weeks at an 
unknown location thought to be in 
Killinochchi district. They were not given 
access to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross ([eRe). One Tamil member 
and three Sinhalese members of the seven 
crew of the passenger ferry Misen taken 
prisoner in July 1997 (see Amnesty Inter­
national Report 1 998) were released in 
July and October respectively. In October, 
two Sinhalese crew members of another 
ferry who had been held since 1995 and 
six members of the security forces were 
also released. Five other crew members, 
four Sinhalese and one Muslim, appar­
ently held solely on the basis of their eth­
nicity, had not been released by the end of 
the year. They were, however, allowed 
regular access to the [eRe and to communi­
cate with their relatives after March. 

Scores of children were reported to 
have been forcibly recruited by the LIfE in 
October, particularly in Batticaloa district 
and parts of the Vanni. 

In September/October, an Amnesty In­
ternational delegation visited the country. 
In talks with government officials, it fo­
cused on measures for the prevention and 
investigation of torture. 

In February Amnesty International 
published Sri Lanka: Implementation oJ 
the Recommendations of the UN Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disap­
pearances [WGEID) following their visits to 
Sri Lanka in 1 991 and 1 992. Throughout 
the year, Amnesty International appealed 
for the full implementation of the recom­
mendations of the three presidential com­
missions and WGEID, and for the review of 
ERs, the PTA and the remedy of habeas cor­
pus. It also called for proper investiga­
tions into the alleged mass graves at 
Chemmani, and for international forensic 
experts to be invited to assist local experts 
with the exhumations. 

Amnesty International repeatedly ap­
pealed to the leadership of the LITE to ad­
here to international humanitarian law. In 
a meeting with an LIfE representative in 
October, Amnesty International expressed 
Concern about the LIfE'S apparent 
breaches of commitments to the UN 
Special Representative (see above). 

Amnesty International sought clarifica­
tion from the government and the LITE 

SRI LANKA/SUDAN 

after an attack apparently carried out by 
the LIfE on a Lionair airplane in which 55 
civilians were killed, and about measures 
taken by both parties to protect civilian 
lives. It also urged the government and the 
LIfE to agree to a UN proposal for the de­
commissioning of anti-personnel mines. 

SUDAN 

Scores of suspected government oppon­
ents, including prisoners of conscience, 
were detained without charge or trial for 
periods ranging from a few weeks to sev­
eral months. At least 40 political prison­
ers received unfair trials. Torture and 
ill-treatment in detention centres and of­
fices of the security services were com­
mon; at least one man died under torture. 
Courts imposed cruel, inhuman and de­
grading punishments. Hundreds of civil­
ians were extrajudicially executed by 
soldiers and militia. Scores of women and 
children were abducted by soldiers and 
militia; the fate of hundreds abducted in 
previous years remained unknown. At 
least nine prisoners were sentenced to 
death; there was at least one execution. 
Armed opposition groups were respon­
sible for human rights abuses. 

A new Constitution was promulgated 
in June on the ninth anniversary of the 
military coup that brought the government 
of President Omar Hassan Ahmad al­
Bashir to power. This followed a referen­
dum widely assumed to have been rigged 
- the electoral commission claimed a 
turnout of 91 .9 per cent but other 
observers reported a low turnout. Bombs 
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exploded in Khartoum on 30 June, the day 
the constitution came into force. 

The referendum was not held in areas 
contested by armed opposition organiza­
tions, grouped under the umbrella of the 
National Democratic Alliance. Large 
swathes of southern Sudan, Blue Nile 
state and parts of South Kordofan were 
under the control of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) , led by John 
Garang de Mabior; areas along the 
Ethiopian and Eritrean borders were con­
tested by the Sudan Alliance Forces (SAF), 
led by Abdel Aziz Khalid, the Beja Con­
gress and other armed groups. Over 
100,000 people were displaced by fighting 
in the east during the year, especially in 
Kassala, Gedaref and Blue Nile states. The 
government accused the Eritrean govern­
ment of sending troops into Sudan to sup­
port Sudanese opposition forces. 

In southern Sudan the government 
militia calling itself SPLA Bahr al-Ghazal, 
led by Kerubino Kuanyin Bol, switched 
sides to join the SPLA in January and at­
tacked the garrison town of Wau. More 
than 100,000 people fled the area. The 
government quickly regained control of 
Wau town but fighting continued in rural 
areas for the next four months, displacing 
tens of thousands more people. Years of 
raiding by SPLA Bahr al-Ghazal, the gov­
ernment's Popular Defence Forces (PO F) 
and other militia groups had already dis­
placed hundreds of thousands; the add­
itional disruption caused the rural 
economy to collapse and a famine fol­
lowed in which thousands of people died. 

Both the government and the SPLA de­
clared cease-fues in Bahr al-Ghazal in July 
and extended them in October. The cease­
fires did not apply to other parts of south­
ern Sudan. In September the SPLA, 
supported by Ugandan troops, attacked 
government garrisons in Eastern Equato­
ria. The government closed the universi­
ties and declared a general mobilization. 
The SPLA were pushed back; tens of thou­
sands of people were displaced. 

In October approximately 40,000 Su­
danese refugees in the Democratic Repub­
lic of the Congo (ORC) were forced back 
into Sudan by the SPLA. At the end of the 
year an estimated 4.5 million people were 
displaced inside Sudan. 

Peace talks mediated by the Inter­
Governmental Authority on Development 
countries (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya and 

Uganda) in May and August adjourned 
without progress. 

The Sudanese authorities continued to 
support Ugandan armed opposition move­
ments responsible for gross human rights 
abuses, supplying arms and allowing them 
to use bases inside Sudan (see Uganda en­
try) . In March the Sudanese government al­
lowed the UN to relocate 17 Ugandans who 
had been abducted by the Ugandan armed 
opposition group the Lord's Resistance 
Army (LRA) back to Uganda. In October the 
Sudanese authorities deployed troops, 
some of whom were from Ugandan armed 
opposition movements, in the ORC in sup­
port of President Laurent-Desire Kabila. 

In August one man died when the USA 
bombed a pharmaceutical factory in Khar­
toum North in retaliation for the bombing 
of the us embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The us govern­
ment claimed the plant was manufactur­
ing precursors for chemical weapons and 
had a connection with Usama bin Laden, 
the alleged mastermind behind the bomb­
ings in East Africa. 

In January the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Sudan reported that the authorities, se­
curity forces and militia were all respon­
sible for a broad range of human rights 
violations. In April the UN Commission on 
Human Rights again expressed deep con­
cern at continued serious human rights vi­
olations. For the fourth year running, the 
Commission recommended deploying 
human rights field officers to monitor 
human rights. Yet again they were not in 
place by the end of the year. 

Scores of suspected opponents of the 
government, including prisoners of con­
science, were arrested during the year and 
detained without charge or trial for 
periods ranging from a few weeks to sev­
eral months. In Khartoum most prisoners 
were held in a section of Kober Prison run 
by the security services. However, the se­
curity headquarters and secret detention 
centres were also used. Some political de­
tainees were held in Dabak Prison outside 
Khartoum and there were reports of polit­
ical prisoners detained in Port Sudan and 
other regional centres. Many suspected 
political opponents had to report daily to 
security offices where they were made to 
wait until sunset. 

Among those detained without charge 
or trial were five imams from Islamist 
groups. Mudathir Mohamed Ismail and 



Mohamed Abdel Karim of the group Safar 
al-Hawamil, and Ali Sayyid, Rifa'at and 
Khalil of the Hizb al-Tahrir Islami, Islamic 
Liberation Party, were reportedly arrested 
in 1997 and in October were still in deten­
tion without charge in the security-run 
section of Kober Prison. They were repor­
ted to have cast doubt on the religious cre­
dentials of Hassan al-Turabi, Secretary 
General of the National Congress and 
ideological mentor of the government. 

The authorities arrested dozens of sus­
pected political activists in May, June and 
July after opposition calls for a boycott on 
the constitutional referendum. In May 
Hashim Tulub, a former member of the 
banned Sudan Communist Party (sCP), Ab­
del Wahab Ahmad al-Mustapha, a trade 
unionist, and Khalid Omar al-Sadiq, a 
lawyer and member of the opposition Na­
tional Alliance for the Restoration of 
Democracy, were among more than 30 
prisoners of conscience detained for two 
weeks in a secret detention centre in Khar­
toum North. After their release the men 
were made to report each day to security 
offices. 

In late June at least 20 senior political 
figures were questioned after they an­
nounced in a challenge to the new Consti­
tution that they intended to re-establish 
banned political parties. The majority 
were released within 48 hours. However, 
al-Haj Abdelrahman Abdalla Nugdullah, a 
member of the banned Umma Party and a 
former Minister of Religious Affairs, and 
Suleiman Khedir, a businessman, re­
mained in incommunicado detention. 

Scores more political opponents were 
arrested after the bomb explosions in 
Khartoum in June, reportedly on suspi­
cion of involvement in the bombings. 
Mahjoub al-Zubeir, Siddig Yahya and 
other prominent trade unionists were 
briefly detained. Baha al-Din Hassan Os­
man, an electrical engineer, and at least 
three other men working at the bombed 
Burri power station, were beaten in a se­
cret detention centre before being trans­
ferred to Kober prison and from there to 
�abak. They were released without charge 
1n mid-August. 

In early July the authorities announced 
they had evidence that members of 
banned political parties including the SCP 
and the Umma Party were behind the ex­
plOSions. Abdelmahmud Abbo, Secretary 
General of the Ansar Affairs Commission 
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(close to the Umma Party) , and al-Haj Ab­
delrahman Abdalla Nugdullah, who had 
been arrested before the explosions, were 
named in particular. However, neither 
man was charged. They were eventually 
released in October. 

Four leaders of the Ansar order of Is­
lam, including Adam Ahmad Yousuf, 
imam of the 'Abd al-Rahman mosque, 
were arrested after a speech at Friday 
prayers protesting at the detention of the 
Ansar leaders. They were accused of un­
derminirlg public security and released on 
bail after two weeks in prison. Although 
acquitted at a trial in August, they were 
detained as a "precautionary measure" 
until November. 

At least 40 political prisoners received 
unfair trials. For example, in August, 10  
men arrested in  1997 and accused of  being 
members of the SAF, including retired 
military personnel, a student and a doctor, 
were sentenced to prison terms ranging 
from five to 10 years on charges including 
inciting war against the state; five men 
were acquitted. The men had been tor­
tured and threatened to secure confes­
sions, and allowed to see defence lawyers 
only three times. In October the trial of 25 
civilians and one soldier (six in absentia) ,  
accused of being members of the SPLA, 
opened in a specially convened military 
court in Khartoum. The defendants, who 
included Hillary Boma and Lino Sebit, 
both Roman Catholic priests, were arres­
ted in July and August, i ll-treated and tor­
tured and then charged with the June 
bomb explosions in Khartoum. Defence 
lawyers did not have access to them until 
the trial began. There was no right of ap­
peal. The trial had not concluded by the 
end of the year. 

Torture and ill-treatment by security of­
ficials remained common; detainees held 
in security offices on suspicion of plotting 
against the government were particularly 
at risk. During February John Dur Manok, 
a southern Sudanese returned from 
Ethiopia, was beaten daily in a cell in the 
security-run section of Kober Prison. As in 
previous years, anti-government demon­
strators were frequently beaten on arrest 
and on arrival at security offices. In Au­
gust, three students at Khartoum Univer­
sity were beaten by security personnel 
following violent demonstrations against 
rises in student fees. Mohamed Abdel-
alaam Babiker, a law student and demo-
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cracy activist, died after being beaten 
about the head. In October students from 
Omdurman Ahlia University arrested dur­
ing violent demonstrations against the 
general mobilization of students for mili­
tary service were also beaten by security 
personnel. 

Courts imposed cruel, inhuman and de­
grading punishments for theft and of­
fences against "public order" or "public 
decency". For example, in August a stu­
dent convicted of participating in the de­
monstrations at Khartoum University was 
sentenced to 20 lashes. 

Hundreds of civilians were extrajudi­
cially executed by soldiers, POF troops and 
other militia. Most incidents were in the 
war zones of eastern and southern Sudan 
but in April scores of student conscripts 
died as hundreds of youths broke out of a 
military training camp at al-Ayfun near 
Khartoum. The authorities announced that 
more than 50 deserters had drowned try­
ing to cross the Blue Nile. However, other 
reports said that over 100 were killed, 
many of whom had been shot and others 
beaten to death. 

In January soldiers, POF and militia 
drawn from the Fertit community 
launched a 1 2-day reprisal attack on civil­
ians, the majority of them Dinka and Jur, 
after Kerubino Kuanyin Bol's assault on 
Wau. At least 300 civilians were killed, 
among them government officials and in­
ternally displaced people fleeing camps 
around the town. Armed men entered 
Wau hospital and killed patients unable to 
flee. The government, which did not set 
up an independent or impartial inquiry, 
said that 60 civilians were killed in "eth­
nic fighting" between the Dinka and Fertit. 

In the months that followed, govern­
ment forces, including regular soldiers, 
POF and irregular militia, raided the coun­
tryside in Bahr al-Ghazal. In addition to 
killings, scores of women and children 
were abducted. For example, in April and 
May dozens of villagers were captured 
and killed and scores of women and chil­
dren abducted in raids on vil lages west of 
Aweil .  In May more than 40 civilians were 
killed by POF troops who looted the market 
of Abindau, north of Gogrial; scores of 
women and children were taken captive. 
Hundreds of women and children ab­
ducted from Bahr al-Ghazal in previous 
years and allegedly held as domestic 
slaves remained unaccounted for. 

At least nine men convicted of criminal 
offences were sentenced to death. A mem­
ber of the Islamist group al-Takfir Walhijra 
was executed in March for murdering two 
worshippers at a mosque in 1997. 

Armed opposition groups were re­
sponsible for human rights abuses, includ­
ing torture and deliberate and arbitrary 
kill ings. For example, in May SPLA forces 
raiding Rizeiqat cattle camps in Southern 
Darfur were reported to have shot dead at 
least 19 civilians in retaliation for raids by 
militia forces in Bahr al-Ghazal. 

Amnesty International urged both gov­
ernment and armed opposition groups to 
end human rights abuses. The organiza­
tion called on the authorities to release 
prisoners of conscience, to end detention 
without charge or trial and torture, and to 
commute death sentences. In June Am­
nesty International renewed its appeals to 
the government to end its supply of 
weapons, bases and other support to the 
LRA and to intervene to free abducted chil­
dren (see Uganda entry). Although the 
government assured the Special Repres­
entative of the UN Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict that it would 
assist in further repatriations of abducted 
children, it took no really decisive action. 
In October the government admitted for 
the first time that it was working with the 
LRA and other Ugandan armed groups. 

In August Amnesty International ex­
pressed concern at the bombing of a phar­
maceutical plant in Khartoum by the USA. 
In September the organization wrote to the 
UN Secretary-General urging him to invest­
igate whether the attack constituted a 
breach of international humanitarian law. 

In December the organization issued a 
report, Sudan: Justice? The rnilitQJy trial 
of Father Hillary Borna and 25 others, doc­
umenting concern about the unfair trial of 
26 men charged with planting bombs in 
Khartoum in June. 

SWAZILAND 
Government opponents were detained, 
prosecuted or harassed solely because of 
their non-violent political activities. LaW 
enforcement officers ill-treated detainees 
and unarmed demonstrators. At least 
eight prisoners remained under sentence 
of death. 



Political activity continued to be 
banned and the rights of freedom of assem­
bly and expression restricted under the 
terms of the King's Proclamation of 1973. 
A number of demonstrations took place in 
protest at these restrictions. Opposition or­
ganizations petitioned the King in August 
and in October to repeal the proclamation, 
dismantle the Constitutional Review Com­
mission (CRC) and suspend national elec­
tions scheduled for October. The CRC, 
appointed by King Mswati ill in 1996 for 
two years, had still not concluded its work 
by the end of the year. Parliamentary elec­
tions were held in October; about 30 
per cent of those eligible voted and a new 
cabinet of ministers was sworn in during 
November. 

On 20 November a security guard was 
killed and seven others injured when a 
bomb exploded at the office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister. The governments of the 
USA and South Africa sent experts to in­
vestigate the cause of the explosion. 

Two days before the elections, soldiers 
and armed police raided the homes of offi­
cials of the opposition Swaziland Demo­
cratic Alliance, searching for materials 
calling for a boycott of the elections. 
Those harassed included the President of 
the People's United Democratic Union 
(PUDEMO), Mario Masuku, the President of 
the Swaziland Youth Congress (SWAYOCO) ,  
Bongani Masuku, and a senior official of 
the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTu) , Zodwa Mkhonta. 

In November there were further raids 
on the homes and offices of officials from 
SWAYOCO, PUDEMO and the SITU, and the 
home of Simon Noge, the treasurer of the 
Human Rights Association of Swaziland. 

SWAZILAND 

In the same month many of the same indi­
viduals, including the SITU Secretary Gen­
eral, Jan Sithole, were arrested and 
interrogated before being released without 
charge. One SITU official, Themba Motsa, 
who was arrested in late November, al­
leged that police had threatened him with 
death and assaulted him while interrogat­
ing him about the 20 November bomb 
explosion. 

During the October elections, the secur­
ity forces mounted patrols and roadblocks 
in urban areas and allegedly ill-treated un­
armed youths and others suspected of op­
posing the elections. In one incident on 
the night of 16 October police dispersed a 
group of protesters in Msunduza town­
ship, Mbabane. Later police and soldiers 
arrested members of the group, took them 
to Mbabane police station where they al­
legedly beat and kicked them and made 
them do strenuous exercises. The de­
tainees were released without charge. At 
least nine required medical treatment. At 
least three lodged complaints against the 
police. David Langwenya, a civil servant, 
was himself severely assaulted when he 
intervened to try and stop the security 
forces from beating one of the arrested 
protesters. 

Opposition protests against the elec­
tions led in some cases to the prosecution 
of arrested activists. In October Sandile 
Phakathi and Bhekani Simelane, members 
of SWAYOCO, were convicted in the 
Manzini Magistrate's Court of offences un­
der the Public Order Act in connection 
with anti-election protests in August and 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment or a 
fine. When they appeared in court two 
days after their arrest they had bruises on 
their faces, allegedly as a result of beatings 
by the police, and were denied bail. There 
were allegations that police interference 
during the course of the trial undermined 
the impartiality of the court proceedings. 
The two men could not pay the fine 
within the stipulated period, but police 
did not rearrest them and they remained 
at liberty at the end of the year. 

Eight prisoners remained under sen­
tence of death. At least one new sentence 
of death was imposed. The Minister of 
Justice announced in February that he was 
seeking the appointment of an execu­
tioner. The last judicial execution took 
place in 1983. In September and October, 
the Appeal Court, composed of South 
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African judges, set aside three death sen­
tences on the grounds that the trial courts 
had imposed the sentences wrongly. 

Amnesty International delegates visited 
Swaziland in October to investigate re­
ports of i ll-treatment in police custody 
and other concerns. The organization ex­
pressed concern to the authorities about 
the il l-treatment of government opponents 
by the security forces, and the use of re­
strictive laws to detain and harass them 
for political reasons. 

SWEDEN 

There were further developments i n  in­
vestigations into a death in custody and 
ill-treatment. 

Investigations continued into the 1995 
death in police custody of Osmo Vallo 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
A further post-mortem on the body of 
Osmo Vallo was performed in February. 
The post-mortem report concluded that 
the main cause of death was the violence 
of the arresting police officers and, in par­
ticular, the forceful pressure caused by an 
officer stamping on his back. This pres­
sure fractured ribs and resulted in im­
paired breathing and heart failure. As a 
consequence of these findings the Pro­
secutor General was considering whether 
to bring additional charges against police 
involved in the arrest and ill-treatment of 
Osmo Vallo. In view of disagreement 
about the findings of this post-mortem 
examination, the Prosecutor General re­
quested the opinion of the National Board 
of Health and Welfare. 

In November the government pub­
lished the findings and recommendations 

of the Chancellor of Justice's inquiry into 
the procedures for handling cases of 
deaths in custody. The Chancellor stated 
that in the course of the inquiry he found 
examples of cases in which police con­
duct towards detainees was unacceptable. 
He recommended a wide range of meas­
ures to be taken by the police and govern­
ment bodies including: improved training; 
continuing assessments of existing and 
proposed restraint techniques; better com­
munication of the risks involved in the 
use of various restraint techniques; and 
procedures to guarantee that police vehi­
cles were equipped with functioning life­
saving equipment. 

He also recommended changes in the 
process for investigation by police of 
deaths and serious injury in police cus­
tody in order to strengthen public confid­
ence in such inquiries. These included 
creation of special regional police invest­
igation units, ensuring that prosecutors 
lead such inquiries and promulgation of 
regulations requiring all relevant police 
reports to be handed over to forensic 
pathologists conducting post-mortem 
examinations. 

In February the European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
carried out its second periodic visit to po­
lice establishments and prisons in Swe­
den. Its findings and recommendations 
had not been made public by the end of 
the year. 

In March a prosecutor closed the in­
vestigation into the alleged ill-treatment 
by police in 1997 of three men of ethnic 
minority origin (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1998). She concluded that 
there was insufficient evidence of wrong­
ful conduct by the police. 

Upon examination of petitions brought 
by Iranian, Iraqi and Turkish nationals 
who had been refused asylum in Sweden, 
the UN Committee against Torture con­
cluded that the decisions of the Swedish 
authorities in their cases violated the gov­
ernment's obligation under the UN Con­
vention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun­
ishment not to expel or return a person to 
another state where there are substantial 
grounds for believing that they would be 
in danger of being subjected to torture or 
of being expelled to another state where 
they might face such a risk. Subsequently 



the authorities allowed one of the four to 
remain in Sweden; decisions on the other 
three were still pending at the end of the 
year. 

SWITZERLAND 

Police officers were the subject of  fresh 
allegations of ill-treatment. A prisoner 
claimed his tetraplegia was the result of 
ill-treatment by a prison guard. 

In February a committee of experts ap­
pointed by the Federal Office of Justice 
published the findings of a preliminary 
study identifying the possible characteris­
tics of a future code unifying all 26 can­
tonal codes of penal procedure. In the 
context of their concern about alleged po­
lice ill-treatment, both the UN Human 
Rights Committee and the UN Committee 
against Torture had recommended in 1996 
and 1997 respectively (see Amnesty Inter­
national RepOIts 1 997 and 1 998) that 
Switzerland intensify efforts to harmonize 
the cantonal codes, particularly with re­
gard to the granting of fundamental guar­
antees to detainees in police custody, 
including the introduction of a legal right 
for all detainees to inform relatives or a 
third party of their arrest and to have ac­
cess to a lawyer from the moment of ar­
rest. The study indicated support for the 
introduction of the former but not the lat­
ter. It was expected that the text of a draft 
code would be prepared by 2000. 

In March the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination, fol­
lOWing its consideration of Switzerland's 
first periodic report, expressed concern 
about "serious incidents of police brutality 
in dealing with persons of foreign ethnic 
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or national origin" and recommended 
more intensive training programs for law 
enforcement officials. 

The text of a new Federal Constitu­
tion was adopted by parliament in Decem­
ber. It updated the 1874 Constitution, 
introducing reforms in the justice system 
and enhancing civil rights. The text, 
which included specific prohibitions on 
torture and all other cruel, inhuman or de­
grading treatment or punishment and on 
the return of any individual to a state 
where they would risk such treatment, 
was due to be put to a national referen­
dum in April 1999. 

Allegations of police ill-treatment came 
from several cantons and often concerned 
foreign nationals. 

Judicial and administrative investiga­
tions were carried out into allegations 
made by Mamadou Sidibe, a national of 
Cote d'Ivoire, following his detention by 
Bern Municipal Police in December 1997 
while on a holiday visit to relatives. In a 
criminal complaint lodged against the po­
lice at the end of that month he claimed 
that, while sightseeing in the city centre, 
two plainclothes police officers detained 
him on the street, without explanation, 
used unnecessary force to handcuff him, 
and racially abused him. He said that at the 
police station, when he asked for the 
reason for his arrest, the officers said it 
was because he was "black" and a "drug 
dealer", subjected him to further racial 
abuse, made him strip naked for a body 
search, slapped and repeatedly kicked and 
punched him, and threatened him with 
imprisonment and deportation as a drug 
dealer. His request to telephone his rela­
tives was refused. He was released without 
charge the next day. According to a press 
statement issued by Bern Police four days 
later, the officers involved had been ques­
tioned and had made written statements 
and on the basis of these Mamadou 
Sidibe's allegations of ill-treatment and 
racial abuse could not be confirmed in any 
way at that time. He had been stopped in 
an area where the police were carrying out 
a check on African and Albanian drug 
dealers and taken to the police station for 
an identity check. Discrepancies had been 
found in his travel documents and he 
had been detained because of the need 
for further inquiries. The Bern authorities 
subsequently stated that the judicial invest­
igation into Mamadou Sidibe's allegations 
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had not found grounds for any criminal or 
disciplinary action against the police. 

In January the Geneva Prosecutor 
General dismissed a criminal complaint 
which Clement Nwankwo, a prominent 
Nigerian lawyer, had lodged against 
Geneva police (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998). He accused the police of as­
saulting him on the street and subjecting 
him to degrading treatment in a police sta­
tion following his arrest in April 1997. 
The Prosecutor General acknowledged 
that, after being strip-searched, Clement 
Nwankwo had been "prevented - for al­
most an hour - from getting dressed 
again" and that this might be considered a 
criminal offence of abuse of authority. 
However, he concluded that disciplinary 
sanctions imposed on three officers fol­
lowing an administrative inquiry carried 
out in 1997 appeared to be sufficient pun­
ishment. The cantonal authorities had re­
jected Clement Nwankwo's allegations of 
physical assault, but had apologized for 
"the conditions" of his detention in the 
police station and promised sanctions 
against the officers concerned. 

In his 1998 annual report, the UN Spe­
cial Rapporteur on torture observed that 
"the facts in the Nwankwo case, where 
there was overwhelming evidence of 
abuse leading finally to some welcome 
disciplinary action against the law en­
forcement officials involved, suggest a 
judicial disposition precipitately and pre­
maturely to believe the police and to dis­
believe the foreign accused/complainant, 
as well as a reluctance to fully rectify the 
original wrong". The UN Special Rappor­
teur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers, in his 1998 annual report, ex­
pressed concern about several aspects of 
the case and recommended that Clement 
Nwankwo be offered "adequate compensa­
tion" for the incorrect treatment already 
acknowledged by the authorities. In April 
the federal authorities informed the Spe­
cial Rapporteur that in March the Su­
preme Court had rejected Clement 
Nwankwo's final appeal against his con­
viction for resisting the police at the time 
of arrest and that, as this had put an end to 
all judicial proceedings, the Geneva au­
thorities would be able to examine the 
question of compensation as soon as poss­
ible. No compensation had been paid by 
the end of the year. In October Clement 
Nwankwo learned from press reports that 

the disciplinary sanctions against the 
three police officers had been annulled 
following appeals proceedings. The 
Geneva authorities had not informed him 
of the decision or of the reasoning behind 
it by the end of the year. 

In October Clement Nwankwo lodged a 
petition against Switzerland with the Eu­
ropean Commission of Human Rights 
claiming violation of two articles of 
the European Convention for the Protec­
tion of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms. 

In November the Ticino cantonal au­
thorities stated that criminal investiga­
tions opened into the formal complaint 
lodged against police officers by two Turk­
ish Kurds in 1994 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998) had been definitively 
closed by the Public Prosecutor in Novem­
ber 1997. The Prosecutor had concluded 
that there was no concrete evidence to 
support the men's claims that they had 
been beaten by Lugano police or to prove 
completely, or to render it highly prob­
able, that the injuries recorded in medical 
reports accompanying their complaint 
were the result of blows inflicted by the 
police. The injuries included a perforated 
ear-drum in one case and multiple contu­
sions, bruising and the loss of two teeth in 
the other. 

In November the Public Prosecutor 
confirmed that AS. ,  an asylum-seeker 
from the Kosovo province of Yugoslavia, 
was not directly questioned about his alle­
gations of ill-treatment by Lugano police 
or given an opportunity to identify his al­
leged aggressors during the investigation 
of the formal complaint he had lodged fol­
lowing his detention in December 1995 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
AS. had sought the prosecution of un­
identified officers on charges of serious 
bodily harm, failure to provide medical 
assistance and abuse of authority. In July 
1997 the Prosecutor had stated that, after 
investigation, there was no reason to 
doubt the veracity of the police version of 
events rejecting A.S. 's allegations. In No­
vember the Ticino Prosecutor General 
ruled that there were no grounds to pur­
sue criminal proceedings as a result of 
AS. 's complaint. He concluded that there 
was insufficient evidence of abuse of au­
thority and, although recognizing that AS. 
had sustained injuries and had received 
no medical assistance, found no proof of 



deliberate failure to provide assistance. He 
said that A.S. 's injuries, which police 
claimed had been incurred during an es­
cape attempt, did not qualify as serious 
bodily harm under the penal code, but as 
mere bodily harm. Unlike the former of­
fence, which could be pursued on the Pro­
secutor's own authority, the latter required 
the alleged victim to seek prosecution. 
However, in March A.S. had withdrawn 
from the prosecution and this alleged of­
fence could not now be considered for 
prosecution. 

In November the Ticino judicial au­
thorities also reported that they had in­
formed the Federal Office of Police that a 
request in A.S. 's name, withdrawing his 
asylum application, had been made dur­
ing his police interrogation when he had 
no access to an interpreter, lawyer or mag­
istrate. A.S. claimed police coerced him 
into signing the document, whose con­
tents he had not understood. 

In June Felipe Louren�o, a Brazilian 
national, lodged a criminal complaint 
against a guard at Champ-Dollon prison, 
Geneva, accusing the guard of causing him 
grievous bodily harm on the day of his ad­
mission to prison. Felipe Louren�o said 
that when the guard escorted him to a 
small cell ,  he began to feel claustrophobic 
and resisted the guard's efforts to make 
him enter, eventually going down on all 
fours. He alleged that the guard then 
threw him with force against a wall. After 
falling to the ground he realized that his 
arms and legs were paralyzed and asked 
the guard for help. He claimed that the 
guard then tried to force him into a sitting 
position and hit him, accusing him of fak­
ing injury, and that there was a delay of 
around two hours before he received any 
medical assistance. 

He was transferred to a local hospital 
where he underwent an operation but 
hospital doctors reportedly stated that he 
had suffered irreversible damage to the 
spine, meaning that, at best, he might 
eventually recover the use of his arms: 
his breathing difficulties were due to a 
perforated lung. 

In the following days the prison author­
ities stated that, according to the guard in 
question, Felipe Louren�o had incurred 
his injuries by suddenly throwing himself 
head first against a closed door, and that 
there was no undue delay in providing 
medical assistance. The judicial investiga-

SWITZERLAND/SYRIA 

tion into the case was still under way at 
the end of the year. 

Amnesty International expressed con­
cern about allegations of ill-treatment and 
sought information from the authorities 
on the progress and outcome of judicial 
and administrative investigations. Replies 
were received regarding the status of in­
quiries and court proceedings. 

SYRIA 

Hundreds of political prisoners, including 
prisoners of conscience, were released. 
Dozens of people were arrested on polit­
ical grounds and hundreds of political 
prisoners, including prisoners of con­
science, continued to serve prison sen­
tences imposed after unfair trials. At least 
four prisoners of conscience continued to 
be held beyond the expiry of their sen­
tences. Torture and ill-treatment contin­
ued to be routine in some prisons. 
Political prisoners faced harsh prison 
conditions and denial of adequate med­
ical care. The fate of scores of prisoners 
who "disappeared" in previous years re­
mained unknown. At least one person 
was sentenced to death and executed. 

Following a decree by President Hafez 
al-Assad, parliamentary elections for the 
People's Assembly were held in Novem­
ber and December. The National Progres­
sive Front, led by the ruling Arab Socialist 
Ba'th party, won the majority of seats; the 
rest were allocated to "independents".  

Hundreds of political prisoners, includ­
ing prisoners of conscience, were released 
following presidential amnesties. Among 
those freed were prisoners of conscience 
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Riad al-Turk, a lawyer detained without 
charge or trial since 1 980; Aktham Nu'asa, 
a human rights defender and lawyer who 
was serving a nine-year prison sentence 
imposed by the Supreme State Security 
Court (SSSC) after an unfair trial; and Khalil 
Brayez, a former army officer and a writer 
who was held for nearly 28 years, includ­
ing 13 years beyond the expiry of his sen­
tence (see previous Amnesty International 
Reports). All were released in May. In 
March, 121  Lebanese political prisoners 
were released. They had been detained in 
Syria since the 1 980s mostly without 
charge or trial (see Lebanon entry). 

Others released included 'Umar 'Abd 
al-Mutallab Sarsur, a Jordanian who was 
freed in January. He had reportedly been 
detained for four months on charges of 
spying for Iraq after he delivered a letter 
from a Syrian prisoner in Iraq to his fami ly 
in Latakia. Zubayda Muqabel, who was ar­
rested in July 1 997 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998), was released in 
March or April. Most of the Syrian Kurds 
who were arrested in 1 997 (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 998) were also re­
portedly released. 

Dozens of people were arrested on 
political grounds. They included Musa 
'Aliqa, a Syrian Kurd who had lived in 
Germany as a political refugee for several 
years. He was arrested in July by military 
intelligence upon his return to Syria. 
Ra'fat 'Issa al-Balbul, a Jordanian, was also 
arrested in July while on a visit to Syria on 
suspicion of working for the Jordanian in­
telligence services. He was held in Sed­
naya prison and had not been tried by the 
end of the year. 

Two Iraqi nationals - Fa'iq Ibrahim al­
Yasseri, Director of the Damascus-based 
Iraqi Centre for Humanitarian Activities 
(ICHA), and Khalil Ibrahim Hussain, a for­
mer Iraqi army officer - were arrested in 
November reportedly after an article by 
Khalil Ibrahim Hussain was published in 
the (CHA'S journal Al-Karama. Both were 
reportedly still held incommunicado at 
the end of the year. 

Ma'mf al-Jarrah, a poet, was also arres­
ted in November for his suspected links 
with the unauthorized opposition groups 
Hizb al- 'Ummal al-Thawri al-'Arabi, Arab 
Workers' Revolutionary Party, and al­
Tajmu' al-Watani al-Demoqrati, National 
Democratic Alliance. He was reportedly 
arrested by the Military Intelligence in the 

capital, Damascus, and remained held at 
the end of the year. 

Hundreds of political prisoners, includ­
ing prisoners of conscience, remained 
held mostly serving prison sentences im­
posed after grossly unfair trials. 

At least 70 prisoners of conscience re­
mained held in connection with suspected 
membership of the unauthorized Hizb al­
'Amal al-Shuy'i, Party for Communist Ac­
tion (PCA). They included 'Abbas Mahmud 
'Abbas, who was arrested in 1 987 and sen­
tenced in 1 994 to 1 5  years' imprisonment 
by the sssc. 'Abd al-'Aziz al-Khayyir, who 
was sentenced by the sssc to 22 years' im­
prisonment in 1 995, the longest term 
known to have been passed by the sssc, 

remained in detention (see previous Am­
nesty International Reports) . Doha 'Ashur 
al-'Askari , who was serving a six-year 
prison sentence (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998), was reportedly trans­
ferred to 'Adra civil prison. At least 20 
prisoners of conscience, mostly detained 
since the 1 980s and sentenced by the sssc 

to various terms of imprisonment in con­
nection with the PCA, were released. They 
included Khadija As'ad Dib, al-Hareth al­
Nabhan and Safwan 'Akkash. 

At least seven prisoners of conscience 
continued to serve prison sentences for al­
leged activities in connection with al-Hizb 
al-Shuyu'i al-Maktab al-Siyassi, Commun­
ist Party-Political Bureau (CPPB). They in­
cluded Aram Karabayt, who was arrested 
in 1 987 and sentenced to 12 years' impris­
onment by the SSSC; and Ibrahim al­
Khouri, who was reportedly arrested in 
al-Qamishli in 1 996 and remained in de­
tention at the end of the year. It was un­
clear whether Ibrahim al-Khouri, who had 
apparently been sought by the authorities 
since 1 988, was tried or continued to be 
held without charge or trial. 

Five prisoners of conscience held in 
connection with the unauthorized Com­
mittees for the Defence of Democratic 
Freedoms and Human Rights in Syria 
(cor) since 1992 continued to serve prison 
sentences of up to 10 years imposed by 
the sssc. They were Nizar Nayyuf, 
Muhammad 'Ali Habib, 'Afif Muzhir, Bas­
sam aI-Sheikh and Thabit Murad. 

At least four prisoners of conscience re­
mained in custody despite having com­
pleted their prison sentences. They 
included Fateh Jamus and Isam Dimashqi, 
both detained since 1 982 for their alleged 



links with the PCA and sentenced to 1 5  
years' imprisonment in 1 994 by the sssc. 

Both remained detained in Far' Falastin 
prison at the end of the year. Prisoners of 
conscience Bassam Budur, Taisir Hassoun 
and 'Adib al-Jani, who had been held for 
three years beyond the expiry of their sen­
tences (see Amnesty International Report 
1998), were released. 

At least 13 Kurdish political prisoners, 
most arrested between 1 995 and 1 996 for 
distribution of leaflets, remained in deten­
tion. They included Muhammad Ma'sum 
Dawud, held in 'Adra, and Faris Muham­
mad Khalil, held in Sednaya, both de­
tained since 1 995. They were reportedly 
each sentenced by the sssc to four years' 
imprisonment. 

Scores of political prisoners held in 
connection with the unauthorized al­
Ikhwan al-Muslimun (Muslim Brother­
hood) were released. However, several 
hundred remained in detention, mostly 
held in incommunicado detention since 
the 1 970s or early 1 980s without charge or 
trial or after summary and secret trials (see 
previous Amnesty International Reports) . 
They included Sarih Fawzi 'Amin, a med­
ical student arrested in 1 980 and report­
edly held in Tadmur military prison, and 
'Ihssan Murad, a medical doctor who was 
reportedly arrested in 1992. It was not 
known whether they had been charged or 
tried.  

Hundreds of Palestinians and Jordani­
ans arrested for political reasons since the 
1980s in Lebanon, Syria or at the Syrian 
border with Jordan continued to be held, 
mostly in incommunicado detention (see 
previous Amnesty International Reports) . 
They included Mustafa Dib Khalil (known 
as Abu Ta'an), a Palestinian in his sixties 
Who was arrested in 1 983 in Tripoli, north 
Lebanon, by a breakaway Palestinian 
group and subsequently handed to Syrian 
authorities; and Sa'id al-Hatamleh, a Jor­
danian who was arrested in Syria in 1 985 
in connection with the unauthorized Jor­
danian Revolutionary Party and report­
edly sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment. 
Mustafa Dib Khalil was held for eight 
years in solitary confinement and had 
been held incommunicado apparently 
Without charge or trial for most of the past 
15 years. Both were apparently held in 
Sednaya prison at the end of the year. 

Scores of Lebanese political prisoners 
continuod to be held in Syria either with-
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out charge or trial, or after grossly unfair 
trials. They were either captured or ab­
ducted in Lebanon during the civil war 
there from 1 975 to 1 990, or were arrested 
by Syrian forces operating in Lebanon and 
taken to Syria after 1 990. Among the pris­
oners were Najib Yusuf Jarmani, who was 
arrested in January 1 997 from his house in 
Ba'bdat, Lebanon, and apparently trans­
ferred a few days later to Syria; and Samir 
'Ali Hassan, who was arrested by Syrian 
intelligence forces in connection with 
Harakat al-Tawhid al-Islami, Islamic Uni­
fication Movement, in 1 989. Both were re­
portedly still held in Sednaya prison at 
the end of the year. Bashir al-Khatib, who 
had been detained in Syria since 1 996 (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 998), was 
among the 1 2 1  Lebanese released in 
March. 

Torture continued to be routine in 
some prisons. At least four prisoners of 
conscience - Jurays al-Talli, Nu'man 
'Abdu, Salama George Kayla and Mahmud 
'Issa - serving sentences of up to 15 years' 
imprisonment for their alleged links with 
the PCA, were transferred in July to Tad­
mur military prison, where torture is rou­
tine, apparently as a form of punishment. 
After their transfer, they were mostly held 
incommunicado and denied access to 
their families, adding to fears that they 
were tortured and ill-treated. 

Three police officers were sentenced to 
10 years' imprisonment with hard labour 
by the First Criminal Court in Aleppo on 
charges of inflicting grievous bodily harm 
and the killing of Ahmad Farwati during 
interrogation. Ahmad Farwati, who had 
been arrested for his alleged involvement 
in drug dealing, was reportedly tortured to 
death in Bab al-Nayrab police station in 
Aleppo. No investigation into allegations 
of torture of political detainees in previous 
years was known to have been initiated. 

The health of a number of prisoners of 
conscience and other political prisoners 
gave cause for concern because of lack of 
adequate medical treatment or harsh 
prison conditions. Three of the prisoners 
of conscience transferred to Tadmur (see 
above) were suffering from ailments re­
quiring specialist medical care, and there 
were fears that their health deteriorated 
further as a result of their transfer to Tad­
mur. Other prisoners with illnesses who 
were denied adequate medical treatment 
included Nizar Nayyuf, who reportedly 
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has Hodgkin's disease, a form of cancer; 
'Abdalla Qabbara, aged 60, who has 
chronic diabetes; and 'Abd al-Majid Zagh­
mout, who has heart problems and high 
blood pressure. 'Abd al-Majid Zaghmout, 
a Palestinian detained for 32 years (in­
cluding nine years after his release was or­
dered by the Minister of Defence), went on 
hunger strike to protest against his contin­
ued detention. 

No information was available about the 
fate and whereabouts of scores of people 
who "disappeared" in previous years. The 
victims included Dani Mansurati, a 
Lebanese man who "disappeared" follow­
ing his arrest in 'Arnus Square in al­
Sha'lan area of Damascus in 1 992; and 
Muhammad Zahed Derqal, who was 
reportedly arrested at the Abu-Khair 
Mosque in Damascus in 1 980 apparently 
for his suspected links with the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

At least one person was sentenced to 
death and executed. Bilal Suleiman 
Khuzam, who had been convicted of mur­
der and rape, was hanged in 'Adra prison 
in February. 

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna­
tional urged the government to release 
prisoners of conscience, review cases of 
long-term political prisoners, provide ad­
equate medical care to prisoners and in­
vestigate allegations of torture and 
ill-treatment. The government responded 
to some of Amnesty International's com­
munications and provided information on 
some political prisoners. 

TAIWAN 
There were continuing reports of police 
ill-treatment, despite legislative amend­
ments strengthening human rights protec­
tion of detainees. There were at least 32 
executions, continuing a trend of in­
creased use of the death penalty. 

In December the ruling Ku omin tang, 
led by President Lee Teng-hui, won a ma­
jority of seats in elections to the Legisla­
tive Yuan (the main law-making body). 

A major revision to the code of criminal 
procedure adopted in late December 1 997 
took effect in 1 998. The new code strength­
ened human rights protection by obliging 
prosecutors and police to release suspects 
within 24 hours unless a warrant is ob-

tained from a court. It also stipulated that 
suspects be informed of their right to 
remain silent and that lawyers may be 
present during interrogation. Overnight in­
terrogation is prohibited, except in certain 
circumstances. In January the Council of 
Grand Justices (CG)) - a constitutional tri­
bunal - ruled unconstitutional articles in 
the Assembly and Parade Law which ban 
advocacy of independence or communism. 

In June Cheng Chung-mo was ap­
pointed Minister of Justice. The new Min­
ister said he would take a "pragmatic" 
approach to the death penalty. He also 
stated that he did not support the doc­
trine of "severe punishments under strict 
laws" which calls for longer prison sen­
tences, increased use of the death penalty 
and a reduction in the rights of suspects 
and defendants. The previous Minister of 
Justice had dropped earlier plans to rein­
troduce whipping as a punishment for 
certain criminal offences committed 
by juveniles (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998). 

In September the government an­
nounced that it was planning to introduce 
a civilian alternative to compulsory mili­
tary service, but by the end of the year 
legislation and regulations regarding com­
pulsory military service remained 
unchanged. 

The government drew up draft propos­
als for amendments to the law governing 
military tribunals, fol lowing the 1 997 rul­
ing by the CGJ that several aspects of the 
law were unconstitutional (see Amnesty 
International Report 1998). There were 
concerns that the draft amendments would 
fall short of the constitutional criteria set 
down by the CG). 



In a ruling in September the Supreme 
Court awarded 10 million New Taiwan 
dollars (around uS$300,OOO) compensation 
to seven people who had been wrongfully 
imprisoned on sedition charges in the 
early 1 950s, overturning a previous gov­
ernment decision. The victims, including 
Chen Tsu-hung and Lu Tung-po, had been 
held for up to one year for alleged activ­
ities to overthrow the government. The 
government had refused their claim on the 
grounds that official documents about 
their cases had been misplaced. 

Human rights groups continued to re­
cord instances of police ill-treatment, 
mostly in local police stations when inter­
rogations were not recorded and lawyers 
Were not present. Conditions of detention 
in some police stations were reported to 
be below minimum international stand­
ards. Two foreign nationals held in police 
detention for two weeks in March said 
they had been handcuffed and chained to­
gether and refused permission to go to the 
toilet during the first night of detention. 
Thereafter, they were reportedly held in 
dirty, cramped cells and refused permis­
sion to make a telephone call. 

At least 32 people were executed. The 
executions continued the trend of in­
creased use of the death penalty, appar­
ently in response to public concern about 
crime rates. The death penalty is mandat­
ory for 65 offences and optional for a fur­
ther 95 offences. The criminal code allows 
for executions by shooting or lethal injec­
tion, although no lethal injection exe­
cution has been carried out to date. The 
practice of continuously shackling the 
hands and feet of prisoners sentenced to 
death continued. 

Su Chien-ho, Liu Bin-Iang and Chuang 
Lin-hsuing, who were sentenced to death 
in 1991 for murder despite strong indica­
tions that they were innocent, remained at 
imminent threat of execution having ex­
hausted all avenues of appeal (see Am­
nesty International Reports 1 996 to 1998). 

The authorities were reported to have 
continued an informal policy of transfer­
ring refugees to third countries: Taiwan 
has no law or set of procedures under 
which non-citizens may apply for political 
asylum. Those awaiting "deportation" 
Were generally detained, sometimes for 
long periods. Illegal immigrants from the 
People's Republic of China continued to 
be regularly detained in immigration de-

TAIWAN/TAJIKISTAN 

tention centres before deportation, some­
times for many months in conditions that 
were often overcrowded. 

In June an Amnesty International deleg­
ate visited Taiwan to discuss human rights 
concerns with President Lee Teng-hui and 
senior government ministers. The same 
month Amnesty International published a 
report, Death sentences based on unfair 
convictions: three men face execution, 
which called for a full and impartial in­
vestigation into the convictions of Su 
Chien-ho, Liu Bin-lang and Chuang Lin­
hsuing and for their death sentences to be 
commuted. Amnesty International con­
tinued to call for the abolition of the death 
penalty and urged the government to estab­
lish a national human rights commission. 

TAJIKISTAN 

Several political prisoners were allegedly 
tortured in pre-trial detention and six 
were sentenced to death after an unfair 
trial. One of them, who was critically ill, 
was denied appropriate medical treat­
ment. At least 18 other people were sen· 
tenced to death. No executions were 
reported. 

In January President Imomali Rakh­
monov signed a decree granting an am­
nesty to all opposition leaders, including 
Sayed Abdullo Nuri, leader of the United 
Tajik Opposition (UTO) and chairman of 
the National Reconciliation Commission 
(NRe) . The same month an agreement was 
reached on which government posts 
would be given to UTO members, but pro­
gress in sharing out cabinet posts was 
slow. 
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In April the NRC announced that it 
would investigate reports that five mass 
graves containing the bodies of an estim­
ated 2,600 victims of the 1 992-1993 civil 
war had been discovered close to the cap­
ital, Dushanbe. 

In May, following international pro­
tests, parliament amended a controversial 
draft law which would have banned reli­
gious political parties, thereby outlawing 
the UTO. 

In July President Rakhmonov rejected 
a new law on the protection of the honour 
and dignity of the President of Tajikistan, 
which provided for punishments includ­
ing terms of imprisonment of up to six 
years for making public statements crit­
ical of the President. The provisions of 
the law were, however, incorporated into 
the new criminal code which came into 
force in September. The new criminal 
code also decriminalized consenting 
homosexual acts between adult males and 
reduced to 15 the number of articles 
carrying a possible death sentence. It also 
stipulated that on commutation death 
sentences should be replaced with 25 
years' imprisonment. 

In March, six men were sentenced to 
death by the Supreme Court for treason, 
banditry and terrorism, apparently with­
out right of appeal. Among them was 
Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev, the younger 
brother of Abdumalik Abdullojonov, a 
former prime minister and the head of 
the opposition National Revival Bloc. 
Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev, Firdavs Dust­
boboyev, Ilkhom Dodojonov, Buriboi 
Akbarov, Jumaboy Juraev and Rustam 
Shaykhitdinov were found guilty of plan­
ning and carrying out an assassination 
attempt on President Rakhmonov in Khu­
jand in April 1 997 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). Nine other co­
defendants received prison sentences 
ranging from one to 14 years. Supporters 
of Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev claimed that 
the motive for his inclusion in this crim­
inal case and for the charges against him 
was to intimidate the Khujand-based op­
position, which had been excluded from 
the peace process. 

There were allegations that during the 
investigation and even during the trial 
his co-defendants had been forced under 
duress to incriminate Abdulkhafiz 
Abdullayev. According to one report, 
Firdavs Dustboboyev, Buriboi Akbarov 

and Ilkhom Dodojonov were tortured 
after they had denied in court that 
Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev had been in­
volved in the assassination attempt. They 
were reportedly subjected to electric 
shocks and beaten with sticks at the Min­
istry of Security. Firdavs Dustboboyev 
allegedly had two of his ribs broken, one 
hand severely injured, and lost his sight 
in one eye. 

Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev was tried and 
sentenced to death despite medical evid­
ence that he was critically ill with cancer 
and was unfit to stand trial. He was report­
edly still not receiving appropriate med­
ical attention a month after being 
sentenced, despite a further recommenda­
tion by a medical panel that he be trans­
ferred to a specialist oncological unit. He 
was reportedly denied chemotherapy 
treatment and remained on death row, 
where his condition was said to be 
steadily deteriorating. He was reportedly 
unable to walk unaided. 

Petitions for clemency by the six men 
sentenced to death were submitted to 
President Rakhmonov who reportedly re­
jected them at the end of December. 

At least 18 other people were sen­
tenced to death. No executions were re­
ported during the year. 

Amnesty International expressed grave 
concern at reports that Abdulkhafiz Ab­
dullayev was denied appropriate medical 
treatment and urged that he be moved to a 
specialist hospital. The organization also 
called on the authorities to investigate 
swiftly and impartially allegations that 
several of Abdulkhafiz Abdullayev's co­
defendants were beaten or otherwise tor­
tured in order to extract confessions. 

Amnesty International expressed con­
cern that the law on protecting the honour 
and dignity of the President of Tajikistan 
proposed by parliament could be applied 
in ways which violated the right to free­
dom of expression as set out in Article 1 9  

of the International Covenant o n  Civil and 
Political Rights. 

Amnesty International welcomed the 
reduction in the number of offences pun­
ishable by death in the new criminal code. 
It continued to appeal for the commuta­
tion of death sentences and to call for the 
total abolition of the death penalty. 



TANZANIA 

Eighteen prisoners of conscience, includ­
ing three arrested during the year, were 
faCing trial for treason on the island of 
Zanzibar, an offence that carries the 
death penalty. Scores of other opposition 
supporters in Zanzibar were imprisoned 
for short periods; some were possible 
prisoners of conscience. More than 300 
demonstrators arrested on the mainland 
in the capital Oar es Salaam were held 
for several weeks and reportedly tor­
tured. Conditions in some prisons were 
harsh. Several death sentences were im­
posed. There were no executions. 

Tanzania was host to more than 
300,000 refugees from the continuing cri­
sis in the Great Lakes region, including 
new arrivals. Refugees included 5,500 
Rwandans remaining after the forced re­
patriations of 1 997, as well as at least 
260,000 Burundians and 47,000 people 
from the Demo ratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

Throughout the year Commonwealth 
officials sought to mediate in the political 
crisis in Zanzibar between the government 
and ruling Chama cha Mapinduzi ( CM), 
Party of the Revolution, and the opposi­
tion Civic United Front (cUP), which was 
boycotting the Zanzibar parliament in pro­
test against allegedly rigged presidential 
elections in 1 995. 

In July the Tanzanian government insti­
tuted public and parliamentary consulta­
tions on constitutional reform. The Law 
Reform Commission was studying the Pre­
ventive Detention Act (not used for sev­
eral years), the Corporal Punishment 

TANZANIA 

Ordinance, and laws restricting press free­
dom. However, pres freedom continued 
to be restricted: two newspapers were 
banned on the mainland and two in Zanz­
ibar, and several journalists were interro­
gated on account of articles critical of the 
government. The reform process, wel­
comed by human rights groups and non­
governmental organizations, was resisted 
by the government in Zanzibar, which has 
a separate semi-autonomous constitution 
and legal system. 

A bomb attack on the us embassy on 7 
August killed 1 1  people and injured more 
than 70. Over 30 people were arrested, 
most of them foreign nationals of Middle 
Eastern origin. All but two, who were 
charged with murder, were released 
within a week. 

Tanzania submitted its third periodic 
report in July to the UN Human Rights 
Committee on its observance of the Inter­
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. Although the Committee raised 
questions, several human rights issues, 
particularly those concerning Zanzibar, 
were not addressed. 

Three CUP members were arrested in 
Zanzibar: Hamad Rashid Mohamed, a 
member of the House of Representatives 
(Zanzibar's parliament) and former Tan­
zanian Deputy Finance Minister, who was 
arrested in January; and Zeina Juma Mo­
hamed, a housewife, and Juma Duni Haji, 
a member of the House of Representatives 
and formerly cup's candidate for the Tan­
zanian vice-presidency, both of whom 
were arrested in May. They were charged 
with treason along with the 15 other CUP 
members who had been arrested in 1 9�7 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
By the end of the year the prosecution had 
not demonstrated any evidence to sub­
stantiate the charge and the start of the 
trial was repeatedly delayed. All 18 were 
prisoners of conscience imprisoned for 
their peaceful opinions and non-violent 
political activity. Many of them fell ill be­
cause they were denied access to hospital 
or to treatment by medical doctors of their 
choice. One of the women prisoners, 
Zulekha Ahmed Mohamed, suffered a 
suspected femoral hernia, diabetes and 
high blood pressure, for which proper 
treatment was refused. 

Scores of other CUF supporters were 
arrested by police or by CCM militias and 
held for days or for weeks. Others were 
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imprisoned for months after unfair and 
politically motivated trials on fabricated 
criminal charges: they appeared to be pris­
oners of conscience. 

Torture and i ll-treatment by police 
were reported. On 12 February soldiers 
entered the Mwembechai mosque in Dar 
es Salaam and beat worshippers, accusing 
them of blaspheming against Christianity, 
spreading "Islamic fundamentalism" and 
preaching against the government. De­
monstrations in the following two days 
led to attacks on government vehicles and 
the arrest of 320 people. Three people 
were shot dead by police. Those arrested, 
who included men, women and children, 
were reportedly beaten and otherwise tor­
tured. Women were stripped naked in 
front of guards and prisoners of both 
sexes, and searched internally, purport­
edly for weapons. Many of those detained 
were held without charge for weeks before 
being released. Charges against most of 
the remaining 140 prisoners were with­
drawn by the end of March. A further 1 5  
people were arrested o n  29 March during 
a demonstration at Mwembechai mosque. 
By May all those held in connection with 
these two incidents had been released 
without charge. 

Harsh conditions in some prisons 
amounted to cruel, inhuman and degrad­
ing treatment. In Mbeya prison in western 
Tanzania, such conditions led to the 
deaths of 47 prisoners in the first half of 
the year. 

Several people were sentenced to death 
for homicide. No figures were available for 
the total number of people sentenced to 
death. There were no executions. 

Amnesty International delegates visited 
Tanzania in March to obtain information 
about the treatment and reasons for flight 
of refugees from Burundi. In November 
Amnesty International wrote to the gov­
ernment expressing concern about restrict­
ive articles in the new Refugee Act passed 
by parliament, but not ratified by the Pres­
ident during the year, which were incon­
sistent with international standards for 
refugee protection. In May Amnesty Inter­
national delegates visited the country to 
investigate conflicting accounts of the al­
leged deaths of gold-miners in Bulyan­
kulu, western Tanzania, in 1996 (see 
Amnesty International Reports 1997 and 
1998). Amnesty International's memoran­
dum to the government in December rec-

ommended the establishment of an inde­
pendent commission of inquiry into the 
incident. 

Delegates also visited Zanzibar in June 
to investigate the trial and treatment of 1 8  
CUF prisoners o f  conscience. Amnesty In­
ternational appealed for their release. 

THAILAND 

Although Thailand gave refuge to thou­
sands of refugees from neighbouring Cam­
bodia and Myanmar, thousands more 
Burmese asylum-seeker were denied ac­
cess. Burmese asylum-seekers and refu­
gees continued to be arrested for "illegal 
immigration". One Karen refugee was 
beaten to death by security forces. The se­
curity forces ill-treated demonstrators 
and detainees. Conditions in places of de­
tention amounted to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treabnent. Thirteen people 
were sentenced to death; one person was 
executed. 

The coalition government of Prime 
Minister Chuan Leekpai remained in 
power amid a severe economic downturn, 
which necessitated a substantial loan from 
the International Monetary Fund. Legisla­
tion establishing a National Human Rights 
Commission, provided for in the 1 997 
Constitution, had been drafted but not 
adopted by the end of the year. 

Thailand's report to the UN Human 
Rights Committee on its implementation 
of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights was due in January, but 
the report had not been submitted by the 
end of the year. 



Throughout the year asylum-seekers 
from the Karen, Karenni and Shan ethnic 
minorities fled Myanmar into Thailand. In 
March and April the Democratic Kayin 
Buddhist Organization, an armed ethnic 
minority group allied to the Burmese 
army, attacked three Karen refugee camps 
in Tak Province, killing five people and 
leaving thousands homeless. The Ninth 
Infantry Division of the First Army contin­
ued to prevent thousands of Karen asy­
lum-seekers from entering Thailand, who 
remained at risk of human rights viola­
tions in Myanmar. Some 3 ,000 Karen asy­
lum-seekers at Htee Wah Do village in 
Myanmar were still denied permission to 
cross the border into Thailand after almost 
two years. The government permitted 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNIICR) to establish a permanent presence 
on the Thai-Myanmar border to monitor 
more than 1 00,000 refugees on the Thai 
side. By the end of the year the govern­
ment had agreed five areas of work for 
UNIICR: to witness the process of refugee 
admission; to assist the authorities in reg­
istration; to assist and advise the auth­
orities on camp relocation; and to assist 
refugees on their safe return. 

Immigration officials and police contin­
ued to arrest asylum-seekers and refugees 
from Myanmar and other countries for 
"illegal immigration". Detained asylum­
seekers were not given an opportunity to 
challenge the legality of their detention as 
required by international standards. In 
January, nine Burmese asylum-seekers, all 
members of groups opposed to the Myan­
mar government, were arrested in Sangk­
laburi , Kanchanaburi Province, and 
detained for two weeks before being taken 
to the Myanmar side of the border. In Au­
gust, 30 Burmese refugees and asylum­
seekers were arrested during a prolonged 
peaceful protest in front of the Myanmar 
embassy in the capital Bangkok, held in 
the immigration detention centre for two 
weeks, and transferred to the Special De­
tention Centre at Bankhen Police Acad­
emy, where they were believed to be still 
detained without trial at the end of the 
year. Throughout the year immigration 
officials and police arrested and sent to 
the border tens of thousands of Burmese 
migrant workers, some of whom were 
asylum-seekers. There continued to be 
no legal mechanism in Thailand for seek­
ing asylum. 

THAILAND 

Some asylum-seekers were ill-treated. 
In January around 20 Karen refugees, in­
cluding two women aged over 65, were re­
portedly beaten and kicked by soldiers 
when they returned to Mae La camp, Tak 
Province, after foraging for food. In March 
Nyan Lin, a Karen refugee,  was beaten to 
death by soldiers because he returned to 
his camp after curfew. No investigation 
was known to have taken place, although 
his widow received financial compensa­
tion from the security forces. 

The security forces also ill-treated dem­
onstrators and detainees. In January police 
beat and kicked demonstrators who had 
given themselves up during a violent 
workers' demonstration in Samut Prakhan 
Province near Bangkok. Also in January, 
three Muslims belonging to the Patani 
United Liberation Organization, an armed 
ethnic Malay separatist group in southern 
Thailand, were reportedly severely beaten 
while handcuffed and bound by security 
forces during 10 days of interrogation after 
their arrest. They were still detained and 
their trial on charges of treason, murder 
and possession of weapons was continu­
ing at the end of the year. 

The case brought by the families of six 
suspected drug traffickers shot dead by 
police in November 1996 was brought to 
Suphan Buri court in October (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998), and was 
still being heard at the end of the year. 

Conditions in police lock-ups, immi­
gration detention centres and prisons 
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment. Prisoners were shackled contin­
uously for months at a time, held in solit­
ary confinement for extended periods, or 
held in extremely overcrowded condi­
tions. Adequate medical care, sanitation, 
food and water were lacking in many 
places of detention. In Bombat Piset 
Prison, where people convicted of drugs 
offences were imprisoned, there was se­
vere overcrowding and routine beatings. 
In Bangkwang Prison, prisoners were con­
tinuously kept for months in shackles 
weighing between seven and 15 kilo­
grams welded to the ankles. Prisoners in 
Chonburi Prison were also kept in heavy 
shackles for prolonged periods and 
severely beaten. 

In October Supoj Pengklai, a policeman 
who had been convicted of murder in 
1996, was executed by firing squad. Thir­
t en people were sentenced to death for 
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rape, rape and murder, and amphetamine 
trafficking. At least 52 others were be­
lieved to be under sentence of death at the 
end of the year. 

In January and February Amnesty Inter­
national delegates visited Thailand to re­
search its human rights concerns and hold 
discussions with government officials. 
Throughout the year Amnesty Interna­
tional appealed to the government not to 
forcibly return asylum-seekers to Myan­
mar. In November the organization con­
demned the execution of Supoj Pengklai 
and urged the authorities not to carry out 
any further executions. 

TOGO 

Hundreds o f  people were extrajudicially 
executed by the security forces. Scores of 
people, including refugees extradited 
from Ghana, opposition supporters, stu­
dents and journalists were detained with­
out charge or trial. Torture and 
ill-treabnent continued to be widespread. 
Harsh prison conditions amounted to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treabnent. 
One person "disappeared". 

In October a law forbidding female gen­
ital mutilation was passed by the National 
Assembly. 

President Gnassingbe Eyadema, leader 
of the Rassemblement du peuple togolais 
(RPT) , Assembly of the Togolese People, 
faced five challengers in presidential elec­
tions held in June. President Eyadema, in 
power since 1 967, was re-elected for an­
other five years, but there were serious 
doubts over the fairness of the elections. 
European Union observers criticized the 

outcome. The run-up to the elections was 
marked by arrests and intimidation of sup­
porters of the main opposition parties by 
the security forces. 

Hundreds of people - both unarmed ci­
vilians and soldiers - were extrajudicially 
executed by the security forces before and 
after the presidential elections. Bodies of 
victims, some handcuffed, were found in 
the sea and on beaches in both Togo and 
Benin, reportedly after being dropped 
from aeroplanes and helicopters. At least 
three victims were reportedly beaten to 
death by soldiers and their bodies left on 
the streets of Lome, the capital. 

Armed RPT supporters, acting with the 
security forces, were responsible for ter­
rorizing and harassing members of opposi­
tion political parties, particularly in 
Afagnan, the Yoto and Atakpame. In the 
Yoto, Mathieu Kegbe Koffi, a representat­
ive of the opposition Comite d'action pour 
le renouveau (CAR), Action Committee for 
Renewal, was killed in September in front 
of his family by an armed group, includ­
ing RPT supporters and men in uniform. 

Scores of people, including Togolese 
refugees extradited from Ghana, opposi­
tion party supporters, students and journ­
alists were detained without charge or 
trial during the year. They included pris­
oners of conscience. 

In January, nine refugees, including 
Kove Sossouvi Komlan and Seke Akouete, 
were handed over by the Ghanaian author­
ities to the Togolese authorities who ac­
cused them of theft. One, Nutsukpi Attiso, 
died in custody as a result of lack of med­
ical care. At the end of the year, the others 
were still held without charge in Kara 
prison. An asylum-seeker sent back to 
Togo from Germany was arrested on his 
arrival in January and held in a secret de­
tention centre, from where he escaped in 
September. 

In January police arrested at least 1 1  
students and seriously injured several 
after a protest demonstration. After more 
than 10 days' detention, the students were 
released without charge on the instruc­
tions of President Eyadema. 

Scores of people were arrested before 
and after the June elections. Two repres­
entatives of the CAR, Adjiba Kossi and Ok­
outa Biayeva Antoine, were arrested in 
Atakpame and held without charge until 
mid-July. Oladokou Olabode, who was ar­
rested at about the same time, remained in 



detention without charge or trial at the 
end of the year. One week after the elec­
tions, three members of the opposition 
Farti pour la democratie et le renouveau 
(PDR) Party for Democratic Renewal, in­
cluding Boukary Seydou, were arrested at 
Badou, Wawa district. They were taken to 
Lome, then released after interrogation. 

In July scores of opposition party sup­
porters were arrested after a protest march 
and leaflet distribution by the Union des 
forces de changement (UFC) , Union of the 
Forces for Change. Some were released 
without charge or trial after a few days, 
others were tried and sentenced to prison 
terms, and others were still held without 
charge at the end of the year. Kodjo 
Gbadogbe, a UFC supporter, was sentenced 
to six months' imprisonment. Two others, 
Atsu Abaya and Attiogbe Sassou, were 
charged with distributing leaflets. They 
were prisoners of conscience. They were 
released in December, but a few days later 
they were summoned by the tribunal. 
They were in hiding at the end of the year. 

In August Kouni Kodjo, a painter, and 
Edoh Komlan, a student, were arrested in 
Adidogome, near the border with Ghana. 
At the end of the year, they were still held 
without charge or trial and had been de­
nied family visits. They were possible 
prisoners of conscience. 

Two army officers - Dr Abony Koffi 
and Lieutenant Gnassenou - were arrested 
in August and November respectively and 
accused of supporting the opposition. 
They were still held without charge in the 
gendarmerie at the end of the year. 

In September at least 1 1  prisoners of 
conscience including Gal Yao, a student , 
and Badjagbo Adjovi, were arrested by the 
security forces in Afagnan and later trans­
ferred to Aneho prison. They were held 
without charge for two weeks. 

In October, three prisoners of con­
science, including Masseme Kodjo and 
Adoyi Komlan, arrested in October 1 997 
were sentenced to one year's imprison­
ment, then released as they had already 
spent one year in detention. 

Numerous journalists and newspaper 
editors were arrested during the year. In 
August Pamphile Gnimassou, editor-in­
chief of Abito, and Augustin Assiogbo and 
Elias Hounkali of Tingo-Tingo were arres­
ted for "attacking the honour" of the pr s­
idential couple. In November Edoh 
Arnenouhou, a journalist at Le Nouveau 

TOGO 

Combat was arrested in connection with 
the same case. Augustin Assiogbo and 
Pamphile Gnimassou were released with­
out charge or trial after a few days but the 
other journalists were still in detention at 
the end of the year. Appolinaire Mewen­
emesse, editor-in-chief of La Depeche, was 
detained without charge from October to 
December following a defamation com­
plaint lodged by the Minister of Defence. 

In November new information came to 
light about detainees, including possible 
prisoners of conscience, arrested in previ­
ous years. Alowou Kokou and Marc 
Atidepe, arrested in 1 993 on suspicion of 
being rebels, were still held without 
charge in Lome civil prison and Kara 
prison. Paul and Pierre Hooper, two trade 
unionists arrested in 1995 and sentenced 
to prison terms were still detained in 
Lome civil prison; they were prisoners of 
conscience. Dr. Gandi, a human rights ac­
tivist, and several people arrested with 
him in 1 997 were still awaiting trial. 

The security forces ill-treated people 
who peacefully protested against the 
results of the presidential elections in dif­
ferent parts of the country, notably in Afag­
nan, Notse and the capital. In August the 
security forces attacked and burned the 
homes of some opposition leaders. In the 
course of these attacks, civilians including 
women and children were severely beaten 
with rifle butts, batons and military belts; 
some were seriously injured. 

Torture and ill-treatment of both polit­
ical detainees and criminal suspects by the 
security forces remained routine. Detainees 
were frequently stripped, handcuffed and 
beaten. Many were held in overcrowded 
cells, provided with insufficient food and 
denied sanitary facilities. All nine refugees 
handed over by Ghana to the Togolese au­
thorities were tortured in Lome civil prison 
and severely beaten when they arrived at 
Kara prison. Nyableji John, also known as 
Django, was reportedly compelled to eat 
sand in Lome civil prison. Political activ­
ists arrested after the presidential election 
were beaten on the head, buttocks and feet. 
Detainees were reportedly tied on a table 
and were beaten with sticks, cables and 
military belts by members of the security 
forces. Relatives stated that some prisoners 
were covered with scars and that some had 
swollen faces. 

Prison conditions throughout the coun­
try, and particularly in Lome civil prison, 
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remained extremely harsh and amounted 
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 
Severe deficiencies in food, sanitation, 
and medical care resulted in a high mor­
tality rate. Seriously ill prisoners were de­
nied medical treatment. Adossi Kokouvi, 
who was arrested in January, died in April 
as a result of medical neglect. 

In August Djiewone Adjisse Essie "dis­
appeared " from the gendarmerie where he 
was detained after his arrest at Y okoe. 

Amnesty International delegates visited 
Togo and met government ministers, judi­
cial and security officials. The delegates 
also met leaders of the opposition, human 
rights activists and representatives of in­
ternational organizations. In talks with the 
authorities, Amnesty International raised 
concerns about extrajudicial executions 
and "disappearances",  the detention of 
prisoners of conscience, widespread tor­
ture and impunity. One minister acknow­
ledged that a "rebel" had been extra­
judicially executed, but the authorities 
denied the other concerns, particularly ar­
bitrary arrests of prisoners of conscience 
followed by torture. In a meeting with the 
Minister of Defence, his French military 
adviser denied the possibility that aero­
planes and helicopters of the Togolese 
armed forces had been used to drop bodies 
into the sea. 

TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO 
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About 80 people remained under sen­
tence of death. Twenty men were sched­
uled to be banged, some in defiance of 
international court orders. No executions 
took place. One person was reportedly 
subjected to corporal punishment while 
his appeal was pending. Conditions of 

detention and imprisonment were repor­
ted to be cruel, inhuman or degrading. 

In order to facilitate executions, the 
government, led by Prime Minister Basdeo 
Panday, took unprecedented steps to cut 
off recourse to international bodies for re­
dress of violations of human rights. On 26 
May it informed the Secretary-General of 
the Organization of American States of 
Trinidad and Tobago's withdrawal as a 
state party to the American Convention on 
Human Rights. Unless rescinded, the 
withdrawal will take effect on 26 May 
1 999. Calling this a "serious step back­
wards in the hemispheric attempt to 
strengthen the Inter-American human 
rights system",  the Inter-American Com­
mission on Human Rights (lACHR) called 
on the government to reconsider its deci­
sion. This message was echoed by the 
General Assembly of the Organization of 
American States. 

The government also took measures to 
preclude the UN Human Rights Committee 
from considering petitions brought by 
people sentenced to death who claim that 
their rights under the International Coven­
ant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
have been violated in connection with 
capital proceedings against them or any 
matter related to the carrying out of the 
death sentence. To this end, the govern­
ment notified the UN Secretary-General on 
26 May that Trinidad and Tobago was 
withdrawing as a state party to the Op­
tional Protocol to the ICCPR, and on the 
same day submitted an instrument to re­
join the treaty as a state party, but with a 
reservation that seeks to prevent the 
Human Rights Committee from examining 
claims submitted by people sentenced to 
death. 

About 80 men and women remained 
under sentence of death under laws which 
make the death penalty mandatory for 
murder. Among them was Indravani 
Pamela Ramjattan, a battered woman who 
was convicted in 1 995 of involvement in 
the murder of her abusive common-law 
husband. The UN Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary execu­
tions raised concern that the beatings she 
sustained, threats to shoot her and re­
peated rapes were not considered by the 
investigating authorities or courts to con­
stitute mitigating circumstances. Consider­
ing the death penalty to be "too harsh a 
punishment for a crime committed in 



such situations" ,  the Special Rapporteur 
urged the government to commute her 
death sentence and to respect the de facto 
moratorium on the execution of women in 
Trinidad and Tobago. She also expr ssed 
Concern about the time limits placed by 
the government on international human 
rights bodies' scrutiny of death penalty 
cases. 

The government scheduled the execu­
tions of 20 men, relying on instructions is­
sued by the government in October 1 997, 

which purport to set strict time limits for 
the lACHR'S consideration of petitions 
brought by people under sentence of death 
(see Amnesty International Report 1998). 
Ten of the men were scheduled to be 
hanged despite the fact that the lACI!R had 
not completed consideration of their peti­
tions which claimed that their rights un­
der the American Convention on Human 
Rights had been violated. Execution dates 
for five of the 10 men - Denny Baptiste, 
Anthony Briggs, Anthony Garcia, Wences­
la us James and Anderson Noel - were set 
even though the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights had ordered the govern­
ment to preserve their lives while their 
cases were pending in the Inter-American 
system. 

In August the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights noted that executing people 
while their petitions to the IACHR were 
pending would: "create an irremediable 
situation incompatible with the obj ct and 
purpose of the [American] Convention 
and would amount to a disavowal of the 
authority of the [Inter-American] Commis­
sion and would adversely affect the very 
essence of the Inter-American system ". 
The IACIIR stated that in accordance with 
international law, the government could 
not invoke provisions of national law to 
justify its failure to comply with an inter­
national treaty. 

No executions took place as all 20 men 
received stays of execution, almost all 
pending determination of constitutional 
chal lenges in the national courts. 

The death sentences of more than 20 
people, several of whom had spent more 
than five years on death row, were com­
muted to terms of imprisonment. 

It was unclear whether at least thr e 
people, who were sentenced during the 
year to corporal punishment in addition 
to terms of imprisonment, had b en 
whipp d. The Court of Appeal reportedly 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TUNISIA 

described as "monstrous" the fact that Ed­
ward Boucher received 15 lashes in Au­
gust while the appeal of his conviction 
and sentence was pending. 

Despite requests, Amnesty Interna­
tional received no information from the 
authorities about developments in invest­
igations into criminal proceedings brought 
in cases of fatal shootings by police in pre­
vious years (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1 998). 

Reports gave rise to concern that condi­
tions in places of detention continued to 
be so insanitary as to constitute cruel. in­
human or degrading treatment or punish­
ment. Complaints about conditions of 
confinement on death row were pending 
before national courts and the lACHR. 

Amnesty International expressed dis­
may at Trinidad and Tobago's withdrawal 
as a state party to the American Conven­
tion on Human Rights and urged the gov­
ernment to reconsider the decision. 
Amnesty International expressed deep re­
gret about Trinidad and Tobago's reserva­
tion on reaccession to the Optional 
Protocol to the ICCPR. The organization also 
expressed regret that these measures were 
taken to enable executions to proceed 
without international scrutiny of whether 
the internationally protected rights of 
people sentenced to death had been up­
held. Amnesty International urged the UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and 
the lACHR to take appropriate action in or­
der that Trinidad and Tobago withdraw 
the instructions purporting to set time lim­
its for the consideration by international 
human rights bodies of petitions brought 
by people under sentence of death. The or­
ganization also urged the government not 
to carry out executions, lo commut:-. the 
sentences of all people currently under 
sentence of death and, among other things, 
to propose and support legislation to cre­
ate alternative punishments for murder. 

TUNISIA 
Hundreds of people, including many pris­
oners of conscience, were detained be­
cause of their alleged links with 
unauthorized political opposition groups 
or their non-violent activities. Among 
them were human rights defenders. Up to 
2,000 political prisoners, most of them 
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prisoners of conscience, remained in 
prison. Political trials continued to vio­
late international fair trial standards. 
Torture and ill-treatment, especially dur­
ing incommunicado detention, continued. 
At least one person died in custody poss­
ibly as a result of torture or ill-treatment. 
Several people remained under sentence 
of death. No executions were reported 
during the year. 

The government of President Zine el 
'Abidine Ben 'Ali increased restrictions on 
freedom of expression. In May a law on 
postal services was passed banning any 
mail considered to "undermine public 
order and security" and allowing the con­
fiscation of such mail. A draft amendment 
to the law on the external security of the 
state, which proposed making contacts 
with agents of foreign or international or­
ganizations a crime (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998), was withdrawn. 
Access to numerous Internet sites, includ­
ing some of Amnesty International's web­
sites, carrying information about human 
rights in Tunisia was blocked. 

In November the UN Committee against 
Torture examined Tunisia's report and 
called on the government to put an end to 
the practice of torture and to eliminate the 
gap between the law and its implementa­
tion. The Committee concluded that the 
government was granting immunity to 
those responsible for torture by constantly 
denying all allegations of torture. It urged 
the government to reduce the police cus­
tody period to a maximum of 48 hours 
and to ensure strict enforcement of the 
provisions of law and procedures of arrest 
and police custody. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the inde­
pendence of judges and lawyers and the 
UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression, who had asked 
the government for permission to under­
take a joint mission, were not allowed ac­
cess to the country. 

The authorities continued to target 
human rights defenders and suppress 
their activities. In February prisoner of 
conscience Khemais Ksila, Vice-President 
of the Ligue tunisienne des droits de 
l 'homme (LIDH), Tunisian League for 
Human Rights, who was arrested in Sep­
tember 1 997 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998), was sentenced to three 
years' imprisonment for "outrage to public 
order". The sentence was upheld in April 
by the Appeal Court and confirmed in 
May by the Cassation Court. In August the 
UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis­
crimination and Protection of Minorities 
requested the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to inquire about the situ­
ation of Khemais Ksila. 

Human rights lawyer Radhia Nasraoui 
and her two daughters suffered increasing 
harassment by the security services. In 
February her office was ransacked. In 
March, as she was observing a trial for 
Amnesty International in Mali, she was 
charged in absentia with " links to a crim­
inal and terrorist gang, holding unauthor­
ized meetings and inciting rebellion ". On 
her return, she was granted bail but forbid­
den to leave Tunis. No date had been set 
for her trial by the end of the year. 

Lawyer Najet Yaqoubi and her children 
were under constant police surveillance 
from June. Lawyer Anouar Kousri was 
also under heavy surveillance throughout 
the year. Human rights lawyer Najib Hosni 
and LIDH former President Moncef 
Marzouki continued to be subjected to 
harassment and restrictions (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 998). 

Scores of prisoners of conscience sus­
pected of having links with unauthorized 
left-wing groups or the Islamist group al­
Nahda (Renaissance) were among hun­
dreds of people arrested for political 
reasons. At least 10 were released without 
charge or trial, but most remained in de­
tention or were tried and sentenced to 
prison terms. Dozens of female relatives of 
imprisoned or exiled supporters of al­
Nahda were detained; they were prisoners 



of conscience. Among them was Radhia 
'Aouididi; she was sentenced in May to 
three and a half years in prison on charges 
of links with a criminal gang and holding 
a false passport (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). In October Radhia 
'Aouididi and four of her relatives were 
charged with "belonging to a criminal 
gang" on the grounds that her family had 
received money from her brother and her 
fiance exiled in Europe. 

In May Nizar Cha'ari, a Tunisian study­
ing in France, was arrested at Tunis airport 
after visiting his family. He was reportedly 
tortured during incommunicado deten­
tion, which was prolonged well beyond 
the maximum stipulated by Tunisian law. 
He was charged with " links with an unau­
thorized association (al-Nahda) and crim­
inal gang". At the end of the year he 
remained in detention awaiting trial. 

In July, two women, Salwa Dimassi and 
Ahlam Garat-'Ali, both prisoners of con­
science arrested in May 1 996 and charged 
with links with "a criminal gang" (see 
Amnesty International Report 1 997) were 
brought to trial, but the trial had not con­
cluded by the end of the year. 

In May Samir and 'Abdessatar Gasmi, 
two brothers exiled in Libya, were arres­
ted by the Libyan authorities. They were 
handed to the Tunisian authorities in Au­
gust, who detained them. Samir Gasmi 
Was released a week after his forcible re­
turn; 'Abdessatar Gasmi was kept in de­
tention, allegedly tortured and transferred 
in August to 9 Avril prison in Tunis. 

Families of exiled supporters of al­
Nahda suffered increasing harassment and 
were prevented from leaving the country. 
Hayat Hammi and her three children, for 
example, were prevented from leaving 
Tunisia to be reunited with her husband, 
Samir Ben 'Arfa, a refugee in Switzerland. 

Up to 2,000 political prisoners arrested 
in previous years, most of them prisoners 
of conscience, remained in detention. 
They included Sou'ad Charbati, sentenced 
to seven years' imprisonment in 1 997, and 
Mohamed Habib Hemissi, sentenced to 1 0  
years' imprisonment in 1 997 (see Amnesty 
International Report 1998). Jalel Ma'alej 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 995) 
Was released in January but subjected to 
administrative control. ' Imed 'Ebdelli was 
released and fled abroad; 'Ali Hafdi, re­
leased in 1 997, was authorized to leave 
the country; and 'Abdelmoumen Belanes 
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was released after completing his sentence 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
Lazhar No'man, who had been released on 
expiry of his sentence in late 1 997, was 
subjected to administrative surveillance 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 

Political trials continued to violate in­
ternational standards for fair trial. The 
courts did not investigate allegations of 
torture and ill-treatment, and sometimes 
failed to call witnesses for cross examina­
tion. In August Tareq Soussi, a former 
prisoner of conscience suffering from 
poliomyelitis, a physically debilitating 
disease, was charged with "physical as­
sault" and "blasphemy" after he stopped 
reporting to the police station. He was sen­
tenced in September by the Bizerte Court 
to five months' imprisonment. The court 
refused to summon the plaintiff and the 
witnesses for cross-examination. Tareq 
Soussi's sentence was reduced to three 
months on appeal in November and he 
was released. In November Lazhar Bel­
gacem (see Amnesty International Report 
1 998) was sentenced to three years' im­
prisonment on charges of " links with a 
criminal gang". He was never allowed to 
see the police report that allegedly con­
tained his confession and no evidence was 
brought against him. 

Torture and ill-treatment continued to 
be reported, especially in the premises of 
the Ministry of the Interior. In February 
and March, following student strikes and 
meetings calling for improved studying 
conditions, scores of students and young 
people were arrested in the capital Tunis 
and other cities. Some were released 
within days or weeks, but 16 of them re­
mained in prison at the end of the year. 
Lotfi Hammami, a student, was reportedly 
tortured during incommunicado detention 
by having his genitals tied and pulled 
with a rope. He was denied specialized 
medical care until September. Another 
student. Najib Baccouchi, was also report­
edly tortured. In June ' Imen Derouiche 
was beaten so badly in prison that she 
needed hospital treatment for several 
days. No investigations into these cases 
were carried out, nor were trial dates set. 

At least one person died in custody 
possibly as a result of torture or ill­
treatment. Tijani Dridi, a former political 
prisoner sentenced in 1 992 by a military 
court to five years' imprisonment, had 
been under administrative control since 
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his release. In August he went to report 
to Ariana police station in the suburbs of 
Tunis but never returned. The police 
informed his family that he had been in­
jured in a traffic accident but forbade them 
to go to the hospital. Seven days later 
Tijani Dridi's body was buried under 
heavy police surveillance. His family was 
not allowed to see the body. No investiga­
tion into this and other cases of deaths in 
custody reported in previous years took 
place. 

Several people remained under sen­
tence of death, convicted of non-political 
crimes. No executions were reported. 

Amnesty International attended the 
trial of Khemais Ksila. In November Am­
nesty International issued a report, 
Tunisia: Human rights defenders in the 
line of fire, highlighting the increasing in­
timidation and harassment of human 
rights defenders. An Amnesty Interna­
tional researcher continued to be banned 
from Tunisia. 

TURKEY 

Hundreds of people were detained be­
cause of their non-violent political activ­
ities; most were released after a short 
period of police detention but others were 
sentenced to terms of imprisonment. Tor­
ture was commonplace, although there 
was evidence that the pattern of routine 
torture of people detained under the Anti­
Terror Law had been disrupted. There 
were at least 10 reported deaths in cus­
tody apparently as a result of torture. 
Five people reportedly "disappeared" 
and at least 15 people were killed in cir­
cumstances suggesting that they had been 
extrajudicially executed. There were no 
judicial executions, although courts con­
tinued to pass death sentences. Armed 

opposition groups committed at least 39 
deliberate and arbitrary killings of pris­
oners and civilians. 

A coalition government was headed by 
the Motherland Party leader Mesut 
Yllmaz. Other partners were the Demo­
cratic Left Party and the Democratic 
Turkey Party. State of emergency legisla­
tion remained in force in six provinces of 
the southeast, where the 14-year conflict 
between government forces and armed 
members of the Kurdish Workers' Party 
(PKK) claimed 2,000 lives, including civil­
ians, during the year. 

The European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) upheld a number of complaints 
against Turkey. In several cases it ruled 
that the Turkish authorities had not prop­
erly investigated allegations of extrajudi­
cial execution, including official com­
plaints by E�ref Ya�a that state agents were 
involved in an armed attack on him and a 
fatal attack on his brother Ha�im Ya�a in 
1 993. The ECHR also found that Salih 
Tekin, a journalist, had been blindfolded, 
threatened with death and beaten by gen­
darmerie officers in 1 993 at Derinsu Gen­
darme Station in Mardin province. 

Demonstrators, including human rights 
defenders, students and Islamists, were 
frequently taken into custody from peace­
ful public meetings or their organization's 
offices, and held for hours or days in po­
lice detention solely because of their non­
violent political activities. 

Prison sentences were imposed on 
many people who had non-violently criti­
cized the government's policies towards 
the Kurdish minority. Charges were mainly 
brought under Article 312 of the Anti­
Terror Law which outlaws any advocacy 
of "separatism", and Article 312 of the 
Turkish Penal Code (TPc) which deals with 
"incitement to hatred". In July, while still 
recovering from an attempted assassination 
(see below), Akm Birdal, President of the 
Human Rights Association (HRA), was sen­
tenced to one year's imprisonment under 
Article 8 for a speech he had made on 
World Peace Day in 1996. The sontence 
was confirmed in October, but postponed 
for some months. Zeynep Baran, President 
of the Foundation for Solidarity with Kurd­
ish Women, was sentenced to two years' 
imprisonment under Article 312 because of 
a pamphlet she published introducing the 
organization. The sentence was confirmed 
by the Appeal Court in December. 



Article 3 1 2  was also used against 
people who criticized the government 
from a religious point of view. In April Re­
cep Tayyip Erdogan, Mayor of Istanbul, 
was sentenced to 10 months' imprison­
ment for a speech he had delivered in De­
cember 1 997. The indictment referred 
specifically to four lines, a rallying call to 
Islam, quoted by Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
from a poem by Ziya Gokalp. The lines, 
which did not advocate violence, appear 
in a book recommended by the Ministry of 
Education. The sentence was confirmed at 
appeal in September. One consequence of 
the sentence was a ban from politics; it ap­
peared that this may have been the prin­
Cipal motivation for the prosecution. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan had been consid­
ered a serious candidate for the leadership 
of the Islamist Fazilet (Virtue) party. 

Writer and biologist Edip Polat was im­
prisoned in April to serve a 10-month sen­
tence under Article 159 of the TPC for 
" insulting the organs of state". He was re­
leased in August after serving his seritence 
with remission. Lawyer E�ber Yagmur­
dereli was imprisoned in June to serve the 
remainder of a 10-month sentence under 
Article a of the Anti-Terror Law for a 
speech he made in 1991.  As a conse­
quence of this conviction he also lost re­
mission on the remainder - 16 years - of a 
previous life sentence imposed after an 
unfair trial. 

In June journalist Raglp Duran began 
serving a 10-month prison sentence im­
posed in December 1 995 for a 1 994 inter­
view with the leader of the PKK. 

Turkey continued not to recognize the 
right of conscientious objection to military 
service. Conscientious objector Osman 
Murat DIke, Chairperson of the Izmir War 
Resisters' Association, remained in cus­
tody throughout the year, serving sen­
tences for "alienating the public from the 
institution of military service", "persistent 
insubordination" and "desertion". 

As a result of the revised detention 
procedures which were introduced for 
people detained under the Anti-Terror 
Law, detainees were generally held for 
shorter periods than in previous years. In 
law, such detainees are permitted access 
to their lawyers, a vital safeguard against 
torture, only after the fourth day of deten­
tion. In practice, this access continued fre­
quently to be denied or so limited as to be 
Virtually meaningless. 

TURKEY 

The reduction in the overall number of 
reports of torture noted in 1 997 appeared 
to have been sustained. Nevertheless, 
well-documented reports of torture by po­
lice and gendarmes (soldiers carrying out 
police duties, mainly in rural areas) were 
very common. Male and female detainees 
frlJquently complained that they were sex­
ually assaulted. Victims of torture again 
included children. 

Cengiz Siislii, who had absconded from 
military service, was detained in Istanbul 
in May. After seven days' incommunicado 
interrogation he was taken to hospital and 
had to be fitted with a colostomy bag be­
cause his bowel had been perforated by a 
hard object inserted into his anus. When 
he spoke to a lawyer - after he had been 
denied access to a lawyer for more than 
two weeks - he reported that electric 
shocks had been administered to his geni­
tals during interrogation and that a trun­
cheon had been forced into his anus. 

Relatives of victims of " disappearance" 
who continued to hold a vigil every Satur­
day in the Galatasaray district of Istanbul 
were repeatedly harassed, detained and 
ill-treated by police. Hamm Tosun, whose 
husband Fehmi Tosun "disappeared" in 
Istanbul in October 1 995, reported that she 
was beaten with a truncheon, punched 
and kicked when she was detained during 
a vigil in September. She was put by po­
lice with others in a vehicle. Video footage 
showed police spraying pepper gas into 
the vehicle and shutting the door, a poten­
tially lethal action. Hanlm Tosun and 30 
other detainees needed hospital treatment 
after the incident. 

There were at least 10 deaths in cus­
tody apparently as a result of torture. For 
example, in March, l a-year-old Mehmet 
Yavuz died after interrogation at Adana 
Police Headquarters in connection with a 
theft. Police authorities initially stated 
that he had died of a heart attack, but the 
autopsy indicated that the cause of death 
was "stomach trauma caused by a blow". 
Eleven police officers were detained and 
charged with torturing and killing 
Mehmet Yavuz. Their trial continued at 
Adana Criminal Court at the end of the 
year. 

There were at least five "disappear­
ances". They included a woman, Neslihan 
Uslu, and three men, Hasan Aydogan, 
Metin Andac; and Mehmet Mandal, who 
were last seen in Izmir in March. All four 
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were known to the police and had report­
edly been threatened with death and " dis­
appearance". Neslihan Uslu and Hasan 
Aydogan were both wanted by the police 
after the Court of Appeal confirmed prison 
sentences against them for membership of 
an illegal armed organization. Mehmet 
Mazaca "disappeared" in October in 
Elazlg. He was still suffering from the 
after-effects of torture inflicted in 1 993 
and was reportedly seen in custody in 
Elazlg Police Headquarters. 

In May Akm Birdal, President of the 
HRA, was shot by two gUflffien at the asso­
ciation's headquarters in Ankara. Akm 
Birdal nearly died after being hit by six 
bullets. The attack followed publication 
by the authorities of spurious allegations 
about Akm Birdal, contained in confes­
sions purported to have been made by a 
former military commander of the PKK and 
illegally leaked from the prosecutor's of­
fice. While Akm Birdal was still close to 
death, Prime Minister Yllmaz described 
the attack as an "internal dispute".  In fact, 
seven men close to right-wing political 
groups - one of them a gendarmerie of­
ficer - were shortly afterwards arrested 
and charged with planning and carryirIg 
out the attempted killing. 

At least 15 people were allegedly vic­
tims of extrajudicial executions. In May 
bmer Dusak was taken from his home in 
Eyyi.ibiye, �anhurfa province, by people 
thought to be gendarmerie officers. The 
abduction was witnessed by the women of 
the house. Seven days later his body was 
found near Pmarba�l, Kayseri, with five 
bullet wounds in the head and body. 

For the 14th consecutive year there 
were no judicial executions, although 
death sentences continued to be imposed. 

Armed separatist and leftist organiza­
tions, including the PKK, the Turkish 
Workers and Peasants' Liberation Army 
(TIKKo) and the Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Party-Front (OHKP-C), were re­
sponsible for at least 39 deliberate and ar­
bitrary kill ings of civilians and prisoners. 
Tacettin A�t;:l, treasurer of the Bursa 
branch of the liRA, and another man, Ah­
met Aydm, were abducted in May by the 
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (MLKP). 

The organization later armounced that the 
two had been "executed" as police inform­
ers. The liRA condemned the killing. Those 
who killed Tacettin A�t;:l and Ahmet 
Aydm did not hand over the bodies or re-

veal their whereabouts and it was feared 
that they may have died under torture. 
Amnesty International condemned these 
grave abuses and publicly called on armed 
opposition groups to ensure that their 
members are instructed to respect basic 
international humanitarian law standards. 

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna­
tional appealed for the release of prisoners 
of conscience and urged the government 
to initiate prompt and independent invest­
igations into allegations of torture, extra­
judicial executions and "disappearances". 
Amnesty International reports published 
on Turkey during the year included, 
"Birds or earthworms" - the Gii{:liikonak 
massacre, its alleged cover-up and the 
prosecution of independent investigators 
in June, and Listen to the Saturday 
Mothers in November. 

Amnesty International delegates ob­
served several trial hearings, including the 
final hearing in the trial of a number of 
HRA officials at Ankara State Security 
Court who were accused of making sepa­
ratist statements. The HRA officials were 
acquitted. Amnesty International deleg­
ates also attended the May hearing of a 
retrial at Izmir State Security Court of a 
group of high-school students convicted 
and sentenced to long terms of imprison­
ment on the basis of evidence extracted 
under torture (see Amnesty International 
Reports 1 997 and 1 998); the May and Au­
gust hearings of a retrial of eight student 
campaigners found guilty of membership 
of an illegal armed organization and sen­
tenced to 18 years' imprisonment after 
conducting a peaceful campaign for stu­
dents' rights; and the October hearing in 
the trial of Hiizni Almaz, an asylum­
seeker forcibly returned from Germany. 

TURKMENISTAN 
At least two prisoners of conscience were 
imprisoned for their conscientious objec­
tion to military service. One prisoner of 
conscience was released. At least three 
possible prisoners of conscience con­
tinued to serve long prison sentences and 
one was briefly detained. Six political 
prisoners were released; at least twO 
others continued to serve long prison 
sentences. One political prisoner died, 
allegedly as a result of ill-treatment. One 



government opponent was briefly de­
tained. At least 1 6  people were sentenced 
to death, including eight women. 

In April President Saparmurad Niyazov 
made his first official visit to the USA. In 
September, following a mutiny by a mili­
tary unit in which several people were 
killed, he replaced several high-ranking 
officials from the Committee for National 
Security (KNB) , as well as the Ministers of 
Defence and Internal Affairs. 

In December the authorities announced 
their intention to institute a moratorium 
on executions. 

In March Turkmenistan acceded to the 
UN Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees and its 1 967 Protocol. 

At least two prisoners of conscience 
were imprisoned for their conscientious 
Objection to military service; both were Je­
hovah's Witnesses. Roman Sidelnikov was 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment in 
June for "evading regular call-up to active 
military service". Oleg Voronin declared 
his conscientious objection to military ser­
vice to the military enlistment commis­
sion in the city of Chardzhev in May. He 
Was reportedly severely beaton and taken 
to a military prison in the closed city of 
Gushgi. In September it was reported that 
Oleg Voronin had been sentenced by a 
military court to five and a half years' im­
prisonment for desertion. According to re­
ports no one had been granted access to 
him by the end of the year. 

Prisoner of conscience Durdymurad 
!<hodzha-Mukharnrned, who had been con­
fined in a psychiatric hospital for political 
reasons since February 1996, was released 
in April (see Amnesty International Report 
1997). Following his release, he resumed 
his political opposition activities and gave 
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interviews critical of the Turkmen auth­
orities. In September, as Durdymurad 
Khodzha-Mukharnrned was returning from 
a meeting at the United Kingdom embassy 
in Ashgabat, the capital, he was forced 
into a car by three unidentified men, dri­
ven to the outskirts of the city, beaten and 
kicked until he lost consciousness, and 
abandoned. It was alleged that the assault 
was intended to frighten Durdymurad 
Khodzha-Mukharnrned into stopping his 
political opposition activities. 

In December possible prisoners of con­
science Mukhametkul i  Aymuradov and 
Khoshali Garayev, serving 15- and 12-year 
sentences respectively in a maximum se­
curity prison (see previous Amnesty Inter­
national Reports) , received additional 
sentences of 18 years' imprisonment. 
There was strong evidence to suggest that 
they were innocent of the additional 
charge of an alleged escape attempt, and 
of the anti-state crimes of which they were 
convicted in 1 995, and that the case 
against them was fabricated, solely to pun­
ish them for their association with exiled 
government opponents, such as Abdy 
Kuliyev (see below). Possible prisoner of 
conscience Ashirgeldy Syadiyev (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998) contin­
ued to serve a long prison sentence on 
allegedly politically motivated, fabricated 
charges. 

Abdy Kuliyev, a former minister of for­
eign affairs and leader of the Turkmen op­
position, was arrested at Ashgabat airport 
on 1 7  April on his return to Turkmenistan 
after five years in exile. He was initially 
detained at the investigation-isolation 
prison of the KNB, but later released and 
placed under house arrest, before being 
returned to Russia on 24 April. He had 
reportedly been charged with trying to 
overthrow the government of Turk­
menistan, organizing an anti-government 
demonstration and extortion. It was not 
clear whether these charges had been 
dropped. 

In April, under pressure over his coun­
try's human rights record, President Niya­
zov announced at a press conference in 
the USA that the political prisoners known 
as the "Ashgabat Eight" had been released 
from detention. They had been serving 
long prison sentences for criminal of­
fences, some involving violence, arising 
from their participation in an anti-govern­
ment protest in Ashgabat in July 1 995 (see 
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Amnesty International Report 1998). Con­
cerns for the safety of one of the men, 
Khudayberdi Amandurdyyev, were 
heightened when one of his co-defend­
ants, Charymyrat Gurov, died in prison at 
the beginning of January, reportedly after 
repeated beatings. Khudayberdi Amandur­
dyyev, Amanmyrat Amandurdyyev, 
Charymyrat Amandurdyyev and Kakamyrat 
Nazarov were released from detention in 
April. It emerged that two others, 
Begmyrat Khojayev and Batyr Sakhetliyev, 
had been released earlier. Gulgeldi An­
nanyyazov, remained in detention, alleg­
edly because he was viewed by the 
authorities as one of the organizers of the 
1 995 protest. He had received the longest 
sentence - 1 5  years' imprisonment. There 
were reports that Gulgeldi Annanyyazov's 
health was failing. In June information 
emerged that a ninth man, Gurbanmurat 
Mammetnazarov, was serving a prison 
sentence for participating in the 1 995 
protest. In May, while serving the last year 
of his sentence, he was convicted on 
reportedly fabricated drugs-related 
charges and sentenced to a further four 
years' imprisonment. 

Durdymukhammed Gurbanov, a former 
presidential press spokesperson, was ar­
rested in Ashgabat in September on cor­
ruption charges relating to his time in 
office. There were allegations that the 
charges against him had been fabricated in 
order to punish him for a radio interview 
in June which was critical of President 
Niyazov. He was detained for several days 
in the investigation-isolation prison of the 
KNB before being released without charge. 

At least 16 people, including eight 
women, were sentenced to death, many for 
drug-related offences. All were at the last 
stage of the appeals process and faced im­
minent execution. No official statistics on 
death sentences and executions were pub­
lished and the total number of death sen­
tences was believed to be much higher. 
According to unofficial sources, as many as 
50 people were awaiting execution in 
Chardzhev alone. Andrey Voronin and Ka­
mal Nepesov, sentenced to death in April 
for murder, claimed that their confessions 
had been extracted under torture. They al­
leged that their toes were crushed with pli­
ers, that electric shocks were applied to the 
anus, and that threats were made against 
their families. They did not gain access to a 
lawyer until one month after their arrest. 

Amnesty International called on the au­
thorities to immediately and uncondition­
ally release Roman Sidelnikov and Oleg 
Voronin and to introduce a civilian altern­
ative to military service. It also called for a 
comprehensive and independent invest­
igation into the allegations that OIeg 
Voronin was beaten. Amnesty International 
welcomed the release of Durdymurad 
Khodzha-Mukhammed. It urged the au­
thorities to launch an immediate invest­
igation into the attack on him. 

In April Amnesty International ex­
pressed concern that Abdy Kuliyev might 
have been charged with serious anti-state 
crimes simply to punish him for his 
peaceful opposition to President Niya­
zov's government and reiterated that there 
was strong evidence to suggest that 
Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and Khoshali 
Garayev were innocent of the anti-state 
crimes of which they had been convicted. 
The organization also expressed concern 
at the new charges brought against them. 

In April Amnesty International wel­
comed the release of six of the .. Ashgabat 
Eight" but expressed concern that at least 
one remained in detention. In January the 
organization had called for a full and com­
prehensive inquiry into the allegations 
that beatings and ill-treatment may have 
caused the death of Charymyrat Gurov. In 
a meeting with Amnesty International , 
representatives of the Turkmen govern­
ment disputed the allegations of ill­
treatment and claimed that Charymyrat 
Gurov had died of tuberculosis. 

The organization urged the authorities 
to ensure that Khudayberdi Amandur­
dyyev was not subjected to ill-treatment. 

In September Amnesty International 
expressed concern about the detention of 
Durdymukhammed Gurbanov. The organ­
ization continued its calls for a morator­
ium on the death penalty and appealed for 
the commutation of every death sentence 
that came to its attention. 

s 

UGANDA 
Prisoners of conscience were among hun­
dreds of political prisoners arrested dur­
ing the year, scores of whom were 
detained incommunicado in unofficial 
places of detention. Serious charges that 
preclude bail for statutory periods were 



used to hold more than 200 prisoners 
without trial. Hundreds of political and 
criminal prisoners were tortured. Sol­
diers were allegedly responsible for 
dozens of rapes. Courts imposed the 
cruel, inhuman and degrading punish­
ment of caning. Four men apparently 
wanted by neighbouring states "disap­
peared". Soldiers and police were re­
sponsible for more than 40 possible 
extrajudicial executions, including of 
children. At least 21 prisoners were sen­
tenced to death. Armed opposition groups 
Were responsible for gross human rights 
abuses, including child abduction, beat­
ings, rape and deliberate and arbitrary 
killings. 

Bomb attacks in March, April and July 
in and around Kampala marked the exten­
sion to the capital of wars involving 
armed opposition movements operating 
out of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (ORe) with the support of the Su­
danese government. In August President 
Yoweri Museveni ordered troops into the 
DRe in support of a rebellion by the Con­
golese armed opposition group, the 
Rassemblement Congolais pour la democ­
ratie (ReD) , the Congolese Rally for Dem­
Ocracy. In response, the Sudanese 
government airlifted soldiers from Ugan­
dan armed opposition groups based in Su­
dan to the ORe as part of a troop 
deployment in support of ORe President 
Laurent-D�sir� Kabila. Also in August 
there were bomb threats against the us 

Embassy and other targets in Kampala im­
tnediately after the bombing of the us Em­
bassies in the Kenyan capital Nairobi and 
the Tanzanian capital Dar es Salaam. The 
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authorities blamed some of the threats on 
Ugandan armed opposition movements. 
Before the end of the month three buses 
leaving Kampala were bombed, killing 28 
people. In this tense political climate, in­
tensified activity by security agencies of­
ten breached international human rights 
standards and Ugandan constitutional 
provisions. 

Fighting in the west, north and north­
west between the government's Uganda 
People's Defence Forces (UPOF) and armed 
opposition groups continued throughout 
the year. In the west the Allied Demo­
cratic Front (ADF) was active in districts 
bordering the Rwenzori mountains on the 
frontier with the ORe. In the north, fighting 
between the UPOF and the armed opposi­
tion Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) dis­
placed approximately 30,000 people in 
Kitgum District early in the year. The LRA 

extended its operations to Lira District 
and, briefly, as far east as Soroti ;  over 
1 5 ,000 people were displaced in Lira. LRA 

bases in Sudan were overrun by the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army (SPLA) supported 
by UPOF troops in September. However, 
within a few weeks the Sudanese army 
had dislodged the SPLA and UPOF, and in 
November an LRA unit crossed into 
Uganda from Sudan and renewed military 
operations in Kitgum. Armed opposition 
groups in northwest Uganda regrouped 
after defeats in early 1 997; the Uganda Na­
tional Rescue Front IT (uNRF-n) renewed ac­
tivity in March 1 998 and the West Nile 
Bank Front (WNBF) began incursions from 
bases in the DRe in June. 

Over 400,000 people remained intern­
ally displaced in Gulu and Kitgum Dis­
tricts in the north. Many expressed the 
wish to return to their villages but were 
not allowed to by the UPOF. In western 
Uganda at least 15 ,000 people were dis­
placed in April ,  but tens of thousands 
who fled their homes in 1 997 were able to 
return home. 

In April the UN Commission on Human 
Rights adopted a resolution condemning 
the abduction of children by the LRA and 
calling on member states, international or­
ganizations, humanitarian bodies and oth­
ers to exert pressure on the armed group 
to release children. 

In July the Uganda Human Rights Com­
mission published its first annual report, 
covering 1 997. It identified human rights 
violations by the state and reported that 
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despite the Commission's constitutional 
status, on some occasions state institu­
tions had failed to cooperate fully with it. 

Prisoners of conscience were among 
hundreds of political prisoners arrested 
during the year, scores of whom were de­
tained incommunicado in secret detention 
centres. Muslims were particularly tar­
geted. Prisoners of conscience included 
members of the Ugandan Somali commun­
ity detained outside the law in September. 
Omer Ahmed Mandela, treasurer of the 
popular Kampala football club S.c. Villa, 
Sheikh Abdul Weli Abdullai. imam of the 
Tawheed mosque. and 27 men and boys 
were arrested by security officials and by 
agents from the us Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation. Questioned about the bomb­
ing of the us Embassy in Nairobi and 
alleged plans to bomb us targets in 
Uganda, they were held incommunicado 
in a secret place of detention. Most were 
released without charge after two weeks. 
However, Abdul Kadir Ali. a 1 5-year-old 
school student, and three men were not 
released until mid-October, again without 
charge. 

Over 1 00 Muslim political prisoners, 
the majority from the Islamist Jumaiyat 
Da'awa Salafiyya sect, were arrested in 
Kampala and other places in south and 
west Uganda on suspicion of involvement 
with the ADF and other armed opposition 
movements. For example, 40 men de­
tained in Kampala in May. including 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Sentamu, a senior 
imam of the sect, were held incommuni­
cado at unknown locations - they effect­
ively "disappeared". In June the Uganda 
Human Rights Commission publicly or­
dered their release because their detention 
was illegal. One of the men arrested in 
May was known to be among 50 men 
charged with treason in June. However, 
most remained in incommunicado deten­
tion without charge or trial. There were 
further detentions of Muslims in July and 
August. Although some were released, at 
least 14 and possibly many more were still 
detained at the end of the year. 

The authorities continued to use ser­
ious charges that preclude the granting of 
bail for statutory periods as a way of hold­
ing political prisoners without trial. On 
several occasions prisoners who were 
granted bail at the end of a statutory re­
mand period were rearrested on new ser­
ious charges as they left the court. In 

March, 87 alleged members of the WNBF 
were rearrested and charged with murder 
after they were granted bail at the end of a 
mandatory 360-day remand period on 
treason charges. In July treason charges 
were withdrawn against 1 10 other prison­
ers held since 1995. They were released 
but were almost immediately rearrested 
on new treason charges. 

Torture and cruel, inhuman and de­
grading treatment remained endemic in 
police stations and was common when 
soldiers and security officials detained se­
curity suspects. At least five prisoners 
died reportedly after being tortured. In 
June more than 1 00 uncharged detainees 
suspected of collaborating with the ADF 

were freed from military barracks in Kas­
ese; the newly deployed UPDF commander 
said that many had been tortured by being 
beaten and burned with molten plastic. 
Security suspects held incommunicado in 
Kampala were also brutally treated. In 
August detainees held in an illegal secret 
location by the Directorate of Military 
Intelligence on suspicion of involvement 
with the bombing of the us Embassy in 
Nairobi or of links with the ADF were re­
portedly beaten and tortured with electric 
shocks. 

Soldiers deployed in rural areas in 
northern and eastern Uganda were said to 
have been responsible for dozens of 
rapes. In July soldiers deployed north of 
Mbale detained and allegedly raped a 
number of women, including two who 
were pregnant. After protests by local 
councillors an officer and several soldiers 
were arrested. 

Courts imposed the cruel, inhuman and 
degrading punishment of caning, often fOf 
sexual offences. In March, for example. a 
man convicted of rape was sentenced to 
12 strokes and 12 years in jail. 

In February, four men - two Rwandese, 
a Congolese and a Ugandan of Rwandese 
origin - apparently wanted by neighbour­
ing states "disappeared" after being arres­
ted, continuing a pattern established in 
previous years. Their fate remained un­
known at the end of the year. The Uganda 
Human Rights Commission said that it be­
lieved police officers and officials in the 
Office of the President were responsible 
for the "disappearances". 

Soldiers and police were responsible 
for at least 40 killings that appeared to be 
extrajudicial executions. For example, in 



January, three prisoners in Luwero were 
shot dead by police officers who had 
taken them into the countryside, ostens­
ibly to recover abandoned arms. In May, 
three alleged armed robbers were shot 
dead in Gulu. In both cases the police 
claimed that the prisoners were trying to 
escape. In March at least 30 children re­
cently abducted by the LRA and bound 
together were killed by soldiers in circum­
stances that amounted to an extrajudicial 
execution at Wang Alur swamp in Kitgum 
District. In May, soldiers killed Oyet 
David after he left a camp for the inter­
nally displaced near Gulu and returned to 
his village. Captured by UPDF soldiers, he 
was reportedly made to lie face down and 
shot through the head. 

The High Court sentenced at least 2 1  
people t o  death. The sentences against 
five others were confirmed by the Su­
preme Court. In the condemned section of 
Luzira Prison in May there were 1 1 2  civil­
ian prisoners whose appeals against the 
death penalty had been dismissed in pre­
vious years and 60 UPDF soldiers who had 
not been able to appeal because a military 
appeal court had not been convened. 
There were no executions. 

Armed opposition movements were re­
sponsible for gross human rights abuses, 
including the abduction of children, beat­
ings, rape, sexual slavery and deliberate 
and arbitrary killings. The LRA abducted 
hundreds of boys and girls to become sol­
diers and sexual slaves in Gulu, Kitgum 
and neighbouring districts such as Soroti. 
According to escaped children, new cap­
tives were beaten or made to kill others. In 
JUly, 30 exhausted child captives unable 
to keep up with an LRA unit heading to­
wards bases in Sudan were reportedly 
clubbed to death in the Agoro hills in Kit­
gum. Camps for the internally displaced 
Were attacked to force people to move out 
of them. Scores of civilians, many of them 
relatives of local councillors or govern­
ment officials, were captured and then 
killed. 

Other armed opposition groups also ab­
ducted villagers as a method of forced 
conscription. For example, in June the 
UNRF-ll abducted more than 1 00 adults and 
children in Aringa County in the north­
west; over 60 escaped or were freed by the 
UPDF. In August the WNBF abducted over 
200 villagers in raids on Koboko and 
Aringa; 50 escaped. 

UGANDMJKRAINE 

In western Uganda the ADF abducted 
several hundred adults and children and 
unlawfully killed scores of villagers. In 
February, five civilians were beheaded 
after their car was stopped at an im­
promptu ADF roadblock. In June over 70 
students were reported to have been delib­
erately burned alive at Kichwamba Tech­
nical College. More than 80 others were 
abducted and taken to bases inside the 
DRe. 

Amnesty International expressed grave 
concern at the detention without charge or 
trial of political prisoners. In May an Am­
nesty International delegation visited 
northern Uganda to research human rights 
abuses in the context of the armed conflict 
in the north. In meetings with civilian and 
military officials, the organization raised 
concerns about the failure to complete 
legal action against soldiers arrested for al­
leged human rights violations. In June the 
organization called on LRA leaders to end 
their policy of abducting children. In an 
address in July to the Kacoke Madit, a 
gathering of Acholi from inside and out­
side Uganda that brought together govern­
ment ministers, local officials and 
government opponents, Amnesty Interna­
tional said that establishing respect for 
human rights was part of the process of 
creating the conditions for peace. The or­
ganization called on all parties in the 
northern war to ensure accountability for 
human rights abuses. 

UKRAINE 
At least 345 prisoners remained under 
sentence of death at the end of the year; at 
least 81 of them were reportedly sen­
tenced to death in the first six months of 
1998. Torture and ill-treatment in deten­
tion continued to be reported. 

In January the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe adopted its third 
successive resolution strongly condemn­
ing Ukraine for continuing to carry out 
executions. The Parliamentary Assembly 
stated that unless it received formal notifi­
cation that all executions had been halted, 
it would consider revoking the credentials 
of the Ukrainian delegation. Ukraine had 
made a commitment to impose a morator­
ium on executions, and to abolish the 
death penalty in law and practice by 
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November 1 998, when it entered the 
Council of Europe in November 1 995 (see 
Amnesty International Reports 1 996 to 
1 998). However, between November 1 995 
and March 1 997, when executions were 
unofficially halted two months after the 
second Council of Europe resolution, 
Ukraine executed at least 2 1 2  people. A 
further execution was reportedly carried 
out in 1 997 after May, when Ukraine 
signed Protocol No. 6 to the European 
Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms con­
cerning the abolition of the death penalty. 

The Council of Europe resolution in 
January also called on Ukraine to put an 
end to the secrecy surrounding execu­
tions. In March the government reported 
that, under instruction from Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma and Prime Min­
ister Valery Pustovoitenko, it had lifted 
the secrecy on data and information on 
the death penalty. By the end of the year 
the government had failed to incorporate 
these steps into national law. 

In September a draft new criminal code 
was passed on first reading by the Ukrain­
ian parliament, which contained no arti­
cles providing for the death penalty and 
introduced life imprisonment as an altern­
ative punishment. However, also in Sep­
tember the chairman of the Ukrainian 
parliament, Oleksandr Tkachenko, report­
edly told a delegation from the Parliamen­
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
that it was too early to speak about full 
abolition of the death penalty in Ukraine. 

The government failed to abolish the 
death penalty by the Council of Europe's 
November 1 998 deadline. In November the 
Committee on the Honouring of Obliga­
tions and Commitments by Member States 

of the Council of Europe adopted a draft 
resolution to be considered at the January 
1 999 session of the Parliamentary Assem­
bly, which stated that the Ukrainian del­
egation's credentials would be annulled at 
the Assembly's June 1999 session if the 
country's commitment to abolish the death 
penalty had not been honoured. 

Also in November President Kuchma 
made a public statement which put at risk 
the existence of the moratorium on execu­
tions. Commenting on the trial of Anatoly 
Onuprienko, accused of murdering 52 
people, he reportedly said: "As a human 
being I cannot see any punishment for 
him other than death. "  In connection with 
this case, there were reports that Yury 
Mozola, who had been arrested in 1 996 in 
Lviv on suspicion of murders later attrib­
uted to Anatoly Onuprienko, had been tor­
tured to death while being interrogated 
about the murders. He died in custody 
four days after his arrest. Another man ar­
rested in Lviv and sentenced to death in 
connection with other murders subse­
quently attributed to Anatoly Onuprienko, 
was reportedly released following Anatoly 
Onuprienko's arrest. 

Amnesty International received reports 
that 91 people were sentenced to death 
during the first six months of 1 998. Ten of 
them were later granted clemency. Among 
those who remained under sentence of 
death were two women. The Ukrainian 
government, however, reportedly told the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe in September that 73 people had 
been sentenced to death in Ukraine be­
tween January and September 1998. No 
executions were reported during the year. 

In January the Supreme Court of 
Ukraine upheld the death sentence on 
Yuriy Vladimirovich Bubyr, who was sen­
tenced to death by Donetsk Regional Court 
in July 1 997. Yuriy Bubyr was allegedly 
convicted on the basis of evidence ex­
tracted under duress. He was held incom­
municado after his arrest, and a defence 
lawyer was granted access to him only 
after five days. 

Cases of torture and ill-treatment con­
tinued to be reported. Sergey Mikbail­
ovich Voronok, a deputy of the Supreme 
Soviet of Crimea, and Aleksandr Vi­
talyvich Kovalenko, a deputy of the Yalta 
City Council ,  were arrested in February 
and allegedly tortured and ill-treated 
while held in incommunicado detention. 



Law enforcement officials in the city of 
Uzhgorod reportedly tortured Yaroslav 
Mysyak with electric shocks after his ar­
rest in May on charges of premeditated 
murder. It was reported that no investiga­
tion of these allegations of torture was car­
ried out by the authorities and Yaroslav 
Mysyak remained in detention at the end 
of the year. 

In January information was received 
about the case of Dmytro Volodymyrovich 
Vazhnenko, an artist who was allegedly 
tortured in detention by Kiev police. He 
was apprehended in June 1 997 following 
the murder of a police officer and was 
taken to the Leningrad District Depart­
ment of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
He was severely beaten during interroga­
tion and lost consciousness at least three 
times. His treatment reportedly included 
haVing his head banged on a table and be­
ing beaten on the spine with a stick. He 
Was reportedly also threatened with being 
shot or buried alive. Both Dmytro Vazh­
nenko and his girlfriend Oksana Konoval­
ova were reportedly forced to sign 
statements testifying that he had killed the 
police officer, Oksana Konovalova under 
the threat of rape. The District Procurator 
Was allegedly present for some of the time 
Dmytro Vazhnenko was being beaten. 

Dmytro Vazhnenko was allegedly 
beaten again by prison officers with clubs 
on arrival at Lukianivsky prison in Kiev in 
1997. In January 1 998 he was released 
pending trial. Further death threats were 
reportedly made against him and his law­
yer by officers of the Leningrad District De­
partment of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

Amnesty International urged the Pres­
ident to grant clemency to all death row 
prisoners, to observe the moratorium on 
executions and to ratify Protocol No. 6 to 
the European Convention (see above). The 
organization was also concerned about the 
apparent discrepancies in official govern­
ment statistics regarding the number of 
people under sentence of death. 

Amnesty International urged the au­
thorities to stop torture and ill-treatment 
in detention. It called for full and compre­
hensive inquiries into the allegations of 
torture or ill-treatment, with the findings 
made public, and for anyone responsible 
for such acts to be brought to justice in ac­
Cordance with the norms of international 
law. 

UKRAINE/UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 

Three possible prisoners of conscience 
were released. There were reports of ill­
treatment as well as of the imposition of 
cruel judicial punishments. At least six 
people were sentenced to death and one 
person was executed. Three Qatar na­
tionals were forcibly returned to Qatar. 

Three possible prisoners of conscience 
- brothers Jassim and Yassir 'Issa al-Yassi 
and Ahmad 'Abdullah Makki - were re­
leased in January (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1997 and 1 998). They had 
been held without charge or trial, report­
edly in solitary confinement, since their 
arrest in Dubai in June 1 996. Ill-treatment 
of detainees continued to be reported. 

Cruel. inhuman or degrading punish­
ments, including flogging and amputation, 
were reportedly imposed. In January an 
Indian and a Bangladeshi were reportedly 
sentenced by a Shari'a (Islamic) court in 
Ras al-Khaimah to 90 lashes each in con­
nection with a sexual offence involving a 
Sri Lankan woman. It was reported in 
June that three Omani nationals who had 
reportedly confessed to robbery had been 
sentenced by a court in Fujairah to ampu­
tation of their right hands. It was not 
known if the reported sentences of flog­
ging and amputation were carried out. Re­
ports received during the year suggested 
that the sentence of flogging imposed on 
Elie Dib Ghalib, a Lebanese national, was 
not carried out (see Amnesty International 
Reports 1 997 and 1 998). 
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At least six people were sentenced to 
death, the majority for drug offences. 
Among them was Qamar 'Ali Khan, a Pak­
istani, who was sentenced to death in 
April in Dubai for drug trafficking. In June 
an appeal court upheld the sentence. 

At least six other death sentences were 
upheld on appeal. In June the Supreme 
Court in Dubai upheld the death sentence 
against Touran Ibrahim 'Abbas, an Iranian 
national. She had been sentenced to death 
in December 1 997 for drug trafficking. The 
sentence was awaiting ratification by the 
President, AI-Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan AI­
Nahyan, at the end of the year. 

In June the Supreme Court in Dubai 
referred the cases of Rabi' Ghassan Taraf, 
a Lebanese national. and Ryan Dominic 
Mahoney, a Canadian, back to the appeal 
courts for a retrial. They had been sen­
tenced to death in November 1997 for drug 
trafficking. In December an appeal court in 
'Ajman heard the appeal of three Russian 
men, Anton Samoilenkov, Ruslan Ger­
bekov and Ivan Tziberkine. who had been 
sentenced to death in June 1 997 by a 
Shari'a court in 'Ajman in connection with 
the murder of another Russian national. 

A further five people sentenced in pre­
vious years were believed to remain under 
sentence of death. The Supreme Court in 
Abu Dhabi again allowed the lawyers of 
John Aquino, a Philippine national under 
sentence of death for murder (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 996 to 1 998). more 
time to seek clemency from the victim's 
family. 

There was no further news of other 
people sentenced to death in 1 997. includ­
ing Ahmad Mohammad Amin Bada'u, 
Mohammad 'Abdullah 'Abdul 'Aziz and 
Nur Ibrahim (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998). or of people sentenced in 
previous years, such as Mashal Badr al­
Hamati, a Yemeni national, and Zad Khan 
Shah, a Pakistani (sce previous Amnesty 
International Reports) . 

'Atallah Khair Moharnmad, a Pakistani , 
was executed by firing squad in Dubai in 
June. He had been sentenced to death with 
two other Pakistanis and a Sri Lankan in 
April 1997 for a murder committed in 
1993.  It was not known whether the death 
sentences against the three other men had 
been upheld or commuted. 

In June, three Qatar nationals were for­
cibly returned to Qatar. Fawaz al-Mahdi, 
'Abd al-Hadi Jaber Hadi al-Rakib and 

Mubarak 'Abdullah Jassim al-Malki were 
subsequently arrested by the Qatar author­
ities in connection with a failed coup in 
Qatar in 1 996 (see Qatar entry). 'Abd al­
Hadi Jaber Hadi al-Rakib was allegedly 
tortured in Qatar, and if found guilty, all 
three would face the death penalty. 

During the year Amnesty International 
called for the commutation of all death 
sentences. No response was received from 
the authorities. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Reports o f  human rights abuses con­
tinued, including killings in disputed 
circumstances, deaths in custody and ilI­
treatment by police and in prisons, and 
detention in cruel, inhuman or degrading 
conditions. Many asylum-seekers were 
detained. Armed political groups commit­
ted human rights abuses. 

Referendums in Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland in May approved a 
Multi-Party Agreement concerning the fu­
ture of Northern Ireland. It proposed the 
establishment of three interconnected 
bodies: a Northern Ireland Assembly, 
which was elected in June; a North-South 
Ministerial Council ,  and a Council of the 
Isles. The Agreement also proposed initi­
atives to enhance human rights promotion 
and protection. including the establish­
ment of a Northern Ir land Human Rights 
Commission. The Commission is empow­
ered to review laws and practice relating 
to human rights, to conduct research and 
to promote human rights awareness. Al­
though it may carry out investigations, the 
Commission is not empowered to compel 
information. 



Under the Multi-Party Agreement, an 
Independent Commission on Policing for 
Northern Ireland was established to rec­
ommend reforms to ensure fair, impartial 
and accountable policing. The Commis­
sion accepted written submissions and 
held public meetings throughout Northern 
Ireland. A criminal justice review was also 
launched. Appointed commissioners ap­
proved the release of about 230 people 
sentenced under emergency legislation in 
Northern Ireland, who were associated 
with armed political groups which main­
tained cease-fires. 

Violence continued in Northern Ireland 
before and after the Multi-Party Agree­
ment. In July violence erupted during pro­
tests by the Protestant Orange Order and 
other groups, over the Parades Commis­
sion's decision to re-route a Protestant 
march in Portadown away from a predom­
inantly Catholic neighbourhood. Three 
brothers, aged eight, nine, and 10,  were 
killed when their home in Ballymoney 
was fire-bombed, allegedly by Loyalists, 
although no group claimed responsibility. 
Protests continued in Portadown, erupting 
sporadically into violence. In August "the 
Real IRA", an armed Republican group 
opposed to the Multi-Party Agreement, 
claimed responsibility for a bomb in 
Omagh which killed 29 people and in­
jured hundreds. Following strong public 
condemnation, "the Real IRA" announced 
a cessation of military activity. 

Following the Omagh bombing, the 
government rushed to introduce add­
itional emergency powers. The Criminal 
JUstice (Terrorism and Conspiracy) Act 
1 998, passed in September, contained 
measures which even the government 
called "draconian" .  They included relax­
ing the rules of evidence to allow opinions 
of senior police officers to form the basis 
of prosecutions for membership of pro­
scribed organizations (see Ireland entry). 
This law also created a new offence of 
conspiracy to commit offences outside the 
United Kingdom (UK). 

In October former Chilean General Au­
gusto Pinochet was arrested in England 
following a request from Spain, where 
charges against him for crimes against hu­
manity, torture and hostage-taking were 
pending. Claiming immunity, he chal­
lenged the legality of his arrest and deten­
tion for extradition. In November the 
House of Lords rejected his claim of im-

UNITED KINGDOM 

munity as a former head of state but, after 
a successful challenge to the composition 
of the judicial panel, a new panel of the 
House of Lords was scheduled to recon­
sider the claim of immunity in 1 999 (see 
Chile and Spain entries). 

In November, following its examination 
of the government's third periodic report, 
the UN Committee against Torture recom­
mended measures to improve implemen­
tation of provisions of the UN Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

In November the Human Rights Act 
was enacted, incorporating most of the 
provisions of the European Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fun­
damental Freedoms into UK law. It also 
abolished the death penalty, except for 
acts committed in time of war or immin­
ent threat of war. The Act, which does not 
provide for a human rights commission, 
was not due to come into force for over a 
year. 

In March a judicial inquiry began into 
the Metropolitan Police investigation of 
the killing of Stephen Lawrence in an un­
provoked racist attack in south London in 
1 993.  The inquiry heard evidence about 
police failure to carry out an impartial and 
thorough investigation into the killing. A 
second part of the inquiry - which looked 
into issues relating to policing, including 
racism - was continuing at the end of the 
year. 

The Police Complaints Authority began 
an inquiry into serious mistakes made 
during the Metropolitan Police's investiga­
tion of the death of black musician 
Michael Menson, after an inquest con­
cluded in September that he had been un­
lawfully killed by white youths. The 
Racial and Violent Crime Task Force, cre­
ated by the Metropolitan Police in re­
sponse to the Stephen Lawrence inquiry, 
reopened investigations into his death and 
that of Ricky Reel. 

In January, seven men were convicted 
on charges relating to their consensual 
homosexual activities in private, under 
laws which place discriminatory restric­
tions on sexual behaviour between men. If 
imprisoned Amnesty International would 
consider them prisoners of conscience. An 
appeal was pending at the end of the year. 

There were reports of killings by law 
enforcement officials in disputed circum­
stances and developments in cases from 
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previous years. In January James Ashley 
was shot and killed by police in disputed 
circumstances in Hastings. Five officers 
were suspended and investigations were 
pending at the end of the year. 

In January the government announced 
the establishment of a new inquiry into 
the killing of 13 unarmed people in North­
ern Ireland on " Bloody Sunday" (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). Hearings 
were scheduled to begin in 1 999. 

In September the family of Fergal Cara­
her, who was killed by soldiers in North­
ern Ireland in 1 990, was awarded 
compensation (see Amnesty International 
Reports 1 991 and 1 994). 

In November it was announced that 
two soldiers, who had been released in 
September from their life sentences for 
killing Peter McBride in Northern Ireland 
in 1 992, would not be dismissed from the 
army (see Amnesty International Reports 
1 993 and 1 996). 

In November the retrial began of Lee 
Clegg, a British soldier convicted of mur­
dering Karen Reilly in 1 990 (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 992, 1 994 and 
1996), after hearing new forensic evid­
ence. The retrial had not been completed 
by the end of the year. 

Deaths in custody were reported. In 
April Christopher Alder died in police 
custody in Hull. It was reported that, after 
being restrained, he was dragged from a 
police van and left lying motionless for 
about 10 minutes, face down, before offi­
cers attempted to give assistance. Five 
officers were suspended, although no de­
cisions to prosecute had been made by the 
end of the year. In July Nathan Delahunty 
died, reportedly after being restrained by 
police officers. 

Courts refused to order new inquests 
into the unrelated deaths in police cus­
tody in 1 995 of Brian Douglas and Wayne 
Douglas (see Amnesty International Re­
ports 1 996 and 1 997). 

The Director of Public Prosecutions 
completed reviews of decisions not to pro­
secute police officers involved in arresting 
Richard O'Brien, Shiji Lapite, and 
Ibrahima Sey, whose deaths in previous 
years each involved postural asphyxia 
after being restrained. In separate inquests, 
juries found that each had been unlaw­
fully killed. Three police officers were 
charged in connection with Richard 
O'Brien's death. Decisions were made not 

to prosecute officers involved in the arrest 
or restraint of the other two (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 996 to 1 998). 

In March an inquest jury ruled that Al­
ton Manning, who died in 1 995 in Blaken­
hurst prison (see Amnesty International 
Repart 1 996), had been unlawfully killed. 
Although seven officers were suspended 
from the prison, no charges had been 
brought by the end of the year. 

In November the UN Committee against 
Torture expressed concern about the 
number of deaths in police custody and 
the apparent failure of the state to provide 
effective investigative mechanisms to 
deal with allegations of police and prison 
authorities' abuse. The report of an in­
quiry into the prose ution authorities' 
handling of deaths in custody had been 
completed, but not published, by the end 
of the year. 

Ill-treatment by police continued to be 
reported and compensation was awarded 
in cases from previous years. In February 
the High Court in Belfast found that most 
of the injuries inflicted on David Adams 
during arrest and at Castlereagh Holding 
Centre in 1 994 were "more likely the 
result of direct, deliberate blows" and 
awarded him compensation. An investiga­
tion was carried out by Scottish police, 
but no decision on whether to prosecute 
had been taken by the end of the year. 

In the report of his 1 997 fact-finding 
mission, the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
independence of judges and lawyers con­
cluded that police officers in Northern 
Ireland engaged in "activities which con­
stitute intimidation, harassment and hind­
rance" of lawyers. He recommended an 
inquiry into such practices and a judicial 
inquiry into the 1 989 killing of Patrick 
Finucane, a lawyer who had been a target 
of such practices by the security forces. 
Metropolitan Police officers were ap­
pointed to inquire into complaints of har­
assment by police in Northern Ireland of 
another lawyer, Rosemary Nelson. 

Concerns continued about the use of 
plastic bullets by security forces in North­
ern Ireland (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1 998). The number of people who 
suffered head and upper body injuries 
after being shot with plastic bullets by the 
security forces during the parade season 
indicated that guidelines requiring shots 
to be aimed below the waist had not been 
consistently followed. In November the uN 



Committee against Torture recommended 
that the government abolish the use of 
plastic bullets. 

Police inquiries were launched after al­
legations emerged in March that prisoners 
at Wormwood Scrubs prison in London 
had been subjected to wide-ranging and 
systematic abuse by prison officers. 

R6isfn McAliskey was released in 
March after the Home Secretary declined 
to extradite her to Germany (see Amnesty 
International Reports 1 997 and 1 998). 

People continued to be detained in 
small-group isolation in a special unit 
within Belmarsh Prison, in conditions 
similar to those in Special Security Units 
which had been closed in 1 997 following 
reports that they caused mental and phys­
ical deterioration of prisoners (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). 

Courts quashed the convictions of 
Derek Bentley, who was hanged in 1953,  
and Danny McNamee, who was sentenced 
to 25 years' imprisonment in 1 987 on the 
basis of subsequently discredited forensic 
evidence (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1998). 

In December the Crown Prosecution 
Service decided not to charge any of the 
seven police officers alleged to have fabri­
cated evidence which led to the miscar­
riage of justice in the case of the 
Bridgewater Four (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998). 

Many asylum-seekers, including chil­
dren, were detained pending the outcome 
of their claims. The prosecution for de­
struction of property by refugees, who 
took part in a demonstration at the Camps­
field House detention centre in 1 997, col­
lapsed after videotapes of the incident 
showed that evidence provided by staff 
during the investigation and trial was 
inconsistent. 

Fifty-five people were killed by mem­
bers of armed political groups in Northern 
Ireland; a third of the killings were attrib­
uted to Loyalists and two-thirds to mem­
bers of Republican groups. In March 
Damian Trainor, a Catholic, and Phi lip 
AlIen, a Protestant, were shot and killed in 
Poyntzpass by armed men believed by the 
authorities to belong to the Loyalist Vol­
unteer Force (LVF). The LVF subsequently 
called a cease-fire. 

In March retired police officer Cyril 
Stewart was shot dead as he left a super­
lUarket in Armagh; the Irish National Lib-

UNITED KINGDOM 

eration Army (INLA) reportedly claimed re­
sponsibility for his death. The lNLA subse­
quently called a cease-fire. 

Members of armed groups in Northern 
Ireland carried out more than 200 "pun­
ishment" beatings or shootings. Andrew 
Kearney was dragged from his flat, alleg­
edly by IRA gunmen, and shot in both legs. 
He bled to death. The IRA admitted re­
sponsibility for killing Jean McConville, a 
Belfast widow and mother of 10, in 1 972 
and secretly burying her body. In March 
David Keys, a Loyalist prisoner held in the 
LVF-wing of the Maze prison, was report­
edly tortured before being killed by other 
prisoners. David Keys was one of four for­
mer soldiers facing charges connected 
with the murders of Philip Allen and 
Damian Trainor (see above). 

Amnesty International welcomed the 
commitments within the Multi-Party 
Agreement to respect human rights. 
Throughout the year it pressed for a re­
view of emergency legislation, called for 
full implementation of measures to protect 
human rights and condemned human 
rights abuses by members of armed polit­
ical groups in Northern Ireland. 

In an oral statement at the UN Commis­
sion on Human Rights in April, Amnesty 
International welcomed the report of 
the UN Special Rapporteur on the inde­
pendence of judges and lawyers, which 
criticized emergency law practices in 
Northern Ireland, and published United 
Kingdom: UN report criticizes emergency 
law practices. 

Amnesty International sent an observer 
to Northern Ireland during the parade sea­
son in July in the light of concerns about 
policing. 

In November the organization pub­
lished its Submission to the Independent 
Commission on Policing for Northern Ire­
land and in December, an Amnesty Inter­
national delegate discussed concerns 
about policing in Northern Ireland with 
the Commission. 

Amnesty International published 
United Kingdom: Briefing for the Commit­
tee against Torture highlighting deaths in 
custody, cruel, inhuman or degrading 
prison conditions, ill-treatment in prisons 
and refugee detention centres, and dis­
criminatory policing. Amnesty Interna­
tional also expressed concern about 
emergency legislation provisions in North­
ern Ireland. 
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In May the organization published 
United Kingdom: Time to repeal anti-gay 
criminal laws, urging the government to 
equalize the age of consent for sexual ac­
tivity and bring legislation into compli­
ance with its obligations under 
international law. 

In November, appearing as a third party 
intervenor in the proceedings before the 
House of Lords relating to former General 
Pinochet, Amnesty International submit­
ted that no person was immune from 
prosecution for alleged crimes against 
humanity and torture. 

Amnesty International welcomed gov­
ernment proposals for a limited backlog 
clearance program for asylum applications, 
but expressed concern about proposals re­
lating to asylum-seekers, including the im­
position of additional pre-entry controls, 
withdrawal of statutory welfare, curbing 
access to legal aid and detaining all re­
jected asylum applicants. The organization 
reiterated its concerns about the policy and 
practice of detaining asylum-seekers. 

In view of the UK government's agree­
ment to participate with the USA in air 
strikes against Iraq, Amnesty International 
called on the UK government to ensure 
maximum protection of civilian lives in ac­
cordance with international humanitarian 
law. In December the government replied 
stating that "everything possible would be 
done to avoid civilian casualties." 

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 

Sixty-eight prisoners, including three ju­
venile offenders, were executed in 18 
states. More than 3,500 people remained 
on death row. There were continuing re­
ports of torture and ill-treatment by po­
lice and prison officers, and of shootings 
by police in disputed circumstances. 

In January the UN Special Rapporteur 
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary ex­
ecutions issued a report on his 1 997 visit 
to the USA. The report called for a morator­
ium on executions and concluded that 
"race, ethnic origin and economic status 
appear to be key determinants of who 
will, and who will not, receive a death 
sentence. "  In February the UN Special Rap­
porteur on religious intolerance visited the 
USA. In August the UN Special Rapporteur 

on violence against women visited prisons 
and immigration detention facilities in 
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Geor­
gia, California and Minnesota. The state 
authorities refused her entry to three 
Michigan prisons where it was alleged 
that female inmates had been sexually ab­
used by guards. 

The death penalty continued to be used 
extensively. Sixty-eight people were ex­
ecuted, bringing the total number execU­
ted since the end of the moratorium on the 
death penalty in 1 977 to 500. 

Three juvenile offenders were execu­
ted, the first in the USA since 1 993.  All 
three had serious mental health problems 
and were put to death for crimes commit­
ted when they were 1 7  and emerging from 
abusive, poverty-stricken childhoods. 
Joseph Cannon and Robert Carter were ex­
ecuted in Texas in April and May respect­
ively. Dwayne Wright was executed in 
October in Virginia. At Joseph Cannon's 
execution, the needle delivering the chem­
icals into his arm "blew out". Witnesses 
were removed while the needle was rein­
serted. Joseph Cannon's mother collapsed 
and needed hospital treatment after seeing 
her son killed. 

Paraguayan citizen Angel Francisco 
Breard was executed in April ,  despite an 
International Court of Justice (Iq) order 
that his execution be suspended. Under 
the UN Vienna Convention on Consular Re­
lations, to which the USA is a party, Angel 
Breard had the right to assistance from 
Paraguayan consular officials. Paraguay 
took the case to the Iq on the grounds that 
he had been denied this assistance, in 
breach of the Convention. Five days after 
the Iq ordered the execution to be sus­
pended until it had considered the case, 
Angel Breard was executed. In November 
the US government issued an apology to 
the government and people of Paraguay for 



the violation of Angel Breard's rights un­
der the Convention. Seventy-three foreign 
nationals remained under sentence of 
death in the USA; almost all had been de­
nied their rights under the Convention. 

Eleven death-row prisoners were ex­
ecuted after abandoning their appeals and 
"consenting" to their execution. Jeremy 
Sagastegui was executed in Washington 
State in October. At his trial, Jeremy 
Sagastegui represented himself, refusing 
the assistance of an attorney, entered a 
gUilty plea and requested that the jury sen­
tence him to death. He had been dia­
gnosed as suicidal three months before the 
crime for which he was condemned and 
had previously been diagnosed as a manic 
depressive and schizophrenic. 

There were new reports of police shoot­
ings in disputed circumstances and of tor­
ture or ill-treatment of people by police 
and prison officers. Several unarmed teen­
agers were shot by police following car 
chases. They included 14-year-ol d  black 
teenager Jenni Hightower, who was killed 
in March in New Jersey after police offi­
cers fired 20 shots into the stolen car in 
which she was a passenger. In April, three 
young black and latino men received mul­
tiple gunshot wounds when police fired 
into a car stopped for alleged speeding on 
the New Jersey Turnpike. The incident re­
inforced accusations that police officers 
along the New Jersey Turnpike stopped 
black and Latino drivers solely on the ba­
sis of race. Such arrests for "driving while 
black" were allegedly common in several 
states. In June the Maryland branch of the 
American Civil Liberties Union filed a 
class-action lawsuit alleging racial bias in 
traffic stops. 

In October sheriff's deputies in Hum­
boldt County, California, applied QC (pep­
per) spray-soaked pads to the eyes of four 
female anti-logging protesters who had 
chained themselves together. Later that 
month, a federal judge dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by protesters who had received 
similar treatment in 1 997 (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998) on the grounds 
that the procedure caused only "transient 
pain" and did not amount to excessive 
force. Amnesty International had con­
demned the treatment as torture in that in­
stance and called for the use of QC spray 
against non-violent demonstrators to be 
banned (see Amnesty International RepOIt 
1 998). 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

In July a police Use of Force Review 
Board report concluded that police in Eu­
gene, Oregon, had acted within policy 
when they sprayed demonstrators with QC 
spray during a non-violent protest in June 
1 997 (see Amnesty International Report 
1 998); however, the report was critical of 
some aspects of the operation. 

In October a former New York City Po­
lice Department (NYPD) officer was sen­
tenced to seven and a half years in prison 
by a federal judge for violating the civil 
rights of Anthony Baez who died after a 
confrontation with officers in 1 994 (see 
Amnesty International Reports 1 996 to 
1 998). An appeal by the officer was pend­
ing at the end of the year. 

The trial of four NYPD officers for the 
1997 assault on Abner Louima was still 
pending at the end of the year (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). In De­
cember, two other NYPD officers were 
arrested and charged with lying to federal 
investigators in the case. 

There were reports of abusive use of re­
straints and of electro-shock weapons, and 
allegations of sexual and physical abuse in 
several prisons and jails. A prisoner in the 
El Paso Criminal Justice Center in Colorado 
died in May after being strapped for hours 
to a restraint board. Other prisoners in the 
Center alleged in a lawsuit filed in May 
that they had been strapped to the board 
for up to 12 hours during which time they 
had had difficulty breathing, were forced 
to urinate and defecate in their clothing, 
and were taunted by guards. Use of the 
board was suspended in the prison follow­
ing the death, and a review of the jail's re­
straint policies was undertaken. 

In July the Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Service (rNs) removed 34 detainees 
from Jackson County Jail in Florida fol­
lowing allegations that they had been tor­
tured with electro-shock shields while 
held in four-point restraints, and subjected 
to beatings and excessive periods of puni­
tive solitary confinement. The case was 
still under investigation by the Justice De­
partment at the end of the year. 

There were allegations of sexual abuse 
of women prisoners in states including 
California, Michigan and New York. There 
were allegations that prison staff in Mich­
igan had threatened or harassed inmates 
and staff who reported complaints. In 
March a federal court agreed to pay three 
women us$500,OOO to settle a lawsuit in 
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which they claimed that they had been 
beaten, raped and sold for sex to male in­
mates by guards at the Federal Detention 
Center in Pleasanton, California. 

In February, eight guards were indicted 
on federal charges for staging fights be­
tween rival inmates in Corcoran State 
Prison in California, between 1 988 and 
1994 , during which seven inmates were 
fatally shot by guards (see Amnesty Inter­
national Report 1 997). In October, five 
guards at the prison were indicted on state 
charges for arranging and covering up the 
rape of an inmate by another prisoner in 
1993. In October state legislative hearings 
on systematic brutality in the prison 
ended with recommendations for a series 
of policy changes, including tighter guide­
lines controlling the use of lethal force 
and more training for prison guards. 

In February inmates beaten and injured 
by guards at Hays State Prison in Georgia 
in 1 996 received uS$283,000 in damages 
to settle a federal lawsuit against the au­
thorities (see Amnesty International Re­
ports 1 997 and 1 998). 

An appeal lodged by the State of Cali­
fornia against a 1 997 ruling by a lower 
court that Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) should 
be granted a retrial (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1 998) was heard by the Cali­
fornia Court of Appeals in December. No 
ruling had been given by the end of the 
year. 

Amnesty International launched a 
worldwide campaign against human rights 
violations in the USA with the publication 
in October of a 150-page report, USA: 
Rights for All. The report focused on po­
lice brutality, ill-treatment in prisons and 
jails, the treatment of detained asylum­
seekers, the death penalty, the us govern­
ment's failure to abide by international 
standards, and concerns surrounding us 

arms trading. Amnesty International made 
over 40 recommendations for changes to 
bring us policies and practice into line 
with international standards at the federal, 
state and local level. It recommended, 
among other things, establishing inde­
pendent monitoring bodies to investigate 
allegations of police brutality and abuses 
in jails and prisons; a ban on electro-shock 
stun belts and other dangerous restraint 
procedures as well as on the routine 
shackling of pregnant women; restrictions 
on interactions between male staff and fe­
male inmates to prevent rape and sexual 

abuse in jails and prisons; a ban on the 
death penalty for juvenile offenders and a 
moratorium on executions as a first step 
toward total abolition; the adoption of a 
binding code of conduct covering transfers 
of military, security and police equip­
ment, services and expertise; and ratifica­
tion, without reservation, of the UN 
Conventions on the Rights of the Child 
and on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. 

Amnesty International had not received 
a direct response from the government to 
its report by the end of the year. 

During the year, the organization pub­
lished several other reports. In May it 
issued USA: Human rights concerns in 
the border region with Mexico, on ill­
treatment by Border Patrol INS officers. In 
October Amnesty International delegates 
met senior INS officials in Washington DC 

to discuss the organization's concerns. 
Amnesty International published USA: 

The death penalty in Texas, lethal injus­
tice in April, and On the wrong side of his­
tory: children and the death penalty in the 
USA,  highlighting the cases of juvenile of­
fenders on death row, in October. In No­
vember Amnesty International launched 
USA : Fatal flaws - innocence and the death 
penalty at a major conference in Chicago 
attended by nearly half the 75 wrongfully 
convicted prisoners released from us 
death rows since 1 973. 

Also in November, Amnesty Interna­
tional released USA: Betraying the young -
human rights violations against children 
in the us justice system which described 
ill-treatment of children in both the juven­
ile justice and the general criminal justice 
systems. 

During the year Amnesty International 
wrote to numerous federal, state and local 
authorities about issues including the 
death penalty; police shootings and bru­
tality; i ll-treatment in prisons, jails and ju­
venile detention centres; and the cruel use 
of restraints and stun weapons. It called 
for a ban on the use of QC spray against 
non-violent demonstrators. It raised con­
cern about the shackling of pregnant 
women and called for an independent, 
comprehensive inquiry into the Maine 
Youth Center, in Portland, Maine, follow­
ing reports of il l-treatment. 

In March Amnesty International wrote 
to the Federal Bureau of Prisons express­
ing concern about the alleged punitive 



conditions under which Oscar L6pez 
Rivera, a supporter of Puerto Rican inde­
pendence imprisoned on criminal charges, 
was held at Marion Federal Prison; he was 
subsequently transferred to another facil­
ity where conditions improved. 

In July Amnesty International submit­
ted an amicus curiae brief to the Califor­
nia Appeals Court concerning the case of 
Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt), arguing that the 
failure to disclose crucial information 
about a key prosecution witness to the de­
fence should result in a final reversal of 
his conviction. 

Amnesty International wrote to the Los 
Angeles court authorities and the Los 
Angeles Sheriffs Department calling on 
them to ban the use of remote control 
electro-shock stun belts after a defendant 
Ronnie Hawkins was stunned with the 
belt on the order of a judge during a Los 
Angeles court hearing in June; the order 
was given after he had repeatedly verbally 
interrupted the proceedings. Amnesty In­
ternational said that use of stun belts con­
stituted inherently cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment and that, in Ronnie 
Hawkins' case, the deliberate infliction of 
pain as punishment, by or at the instiga­
tion of a public official, fel l  within the def­
inition of torture under international 
standards. The organization reiterated its 
concerns in October in an amicus curiae 
brief to a federal district court, which 
heard a lawsuit filed on behalf of Ronnie 
Hawkins and others, seeking, among other 
things, a preliminary injunction to prevent 
the use of the stun belt in Los Angeles 
county and municipal courtrooms. A rul­
ing on the case was pending at the end of 
the year. In November Amnesty Interna­
tional raised concern with the authorities 
about the use of stun belts on low security 
H1V-positive inmates in New Orleans 
Parish Jail in Louisiana, while they were 
being transported to hospital and awaiting 
treatment. 

In September Amnesty International 
wrote to the us government about the air 
strikes in Afghanistan and Sudan, seeking 
clarification on the measures taken to pro­
tect civilian lives. Amnesty International 
also wrote to the UN Secretary-General ask­
ing for an investigation into the bombing 
of Sudan. In December the organization 
called on the us government to ensure 
maximum protection of civilian lives in 
accordance with international humanitar-

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,/1..IRUGUAY 

ian law in its air strikes against Iraq after 
UN weapons inspectors reported non­
cooperation by the Iraqi authorities. 

URUGUAY 

Two possible extrajudicial executions 
were reported. mv-positive detainees were 
ill-treated because of their medical condi­
tion. Human rights violations committed 
in past years remained unclarified. 

In April the UN Human Rights Commit­
tee urged the authorities to adopt legisla­
tion correcting the effects of the 1 986 
Expiry Law which grants immunity to all 
military and police personnel responsible 
for human rights violations committed 
between 1 973 and 1 985 (see previous 
Amnesty International Reports). The 
Committee also expressed concern at the 
failure to incorporate the crime of torture 
into the penal code and at the practice of 
pre-trial detention. 

Human rights organizations expressed 
outrage at the appointment as adviser to 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces in March of a military official al­
leged to have committed serious human 
rights violations during past military gov­
ernments, including the torture of scores 
of women at the former Punta Rieles 
Prison in Montevideo, the capital. 

The asylum bill proposed by President 
Julio Maria Sanguinetti and other mem­
bers of the executive in 1 997 did not come 
into effect. Concerns remained that the bill 
weakened the right to asylum and contra­
vened international standards (see Am­
nesty International Report 1998). 

Two men were killed in circumstances 
suggesting that they were extrajudicially 
executed. In June Roberto Sandro Car­
dozo, a civilian prisoner, was shot dead by 
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a military guard patrolling the Santiago 
Vazquez Prison in the department of Mon­
tevideo, reportedly as he was trying to es­
cape. The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces justified the action arguing 
that the prison was in a "military zone" 
and that the guard "had acted under mili­
tary regulations". He informed the judge 
in charge of the investigation that this was 
a matter for military justice and that those 
involved in the incident would not appear 
before a civilian court. The Minister of the 
Interior stated that the incident would 
serve as a warning to all "criminals" that 
the authorities were "serious" about com­
bating crime. The Supreme Court of Just­
ice had not ruled on whether the case 
should be heard before a civilian or mili­
tary court by the end of the year. 

Also in June, Hector Mauro Valente 
G6mez, a taxi driver, was shot dead by a 
policeman. According to Hector Valente's 
father, who was with him at the time, 
their car was stopped by the police, but 
Hector Valente drove off because he was 
not wearing his seat-belt. However, police 
officers intercepted them again a few kilo­
metres further on and shot at the car. Hec­
tor Valente reportedly stopped and got out 
of the car with his hands raised above his 
head and was shot in the head. A police 
officer was under investigation, but the 
case remained open at the end of the year. 

Two men were reportedly ill-treated by 
police officers during detention because 
they were HIV-positive. In July a man de­
tained by the police in connection with a 
fight in a bar in Montevideo was beaten 
after informing officers that he was IUV­
positive. He was released without charge 
the following day. In September another 
man detained by the police was subjected 
to death threats and verbal abuse when he 
informed them of his medical condition. 
Both incidents were reported to the au­
thorities. However, by the end of the year 
those responsible had not been brought to 
justice. 

In February the Supreme Court of Just­
ice rejected the case brought by Sara Men­
dez challenging the adoption of a boy she 
believed to be her "disappeared" son, 
Sim6n Riquelo (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 996). 

In November the case of Eugenio 
Berrios, a former Chilean military agent 
who " disappeared" in 1 992, was provi­
sionally shelved, subject to new evidence 

coming to light (see previous Amnesty 
International Reports). 

Members of the security forces accused 
of human rights violations committed dur­
ing past military governments were not 
brought to justice (see previous Amnesty 
International Reports). 

In May Amnesty International reiter­
ated calls on the authorities to ensure full 
and independent investigations into 
human rights violations committed under 
past military governments and to bring 
those responsible to justice. 

UZBEKISTAN 

One prisoner of conscience was sentenced 
to 1 1  years' imprisonment. At least three 
possible prisoners of conscience were 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. 
At least one human rights activist was de­
tained and there was concern for the 
safety of another. One political prisoner 
was sentenced to death. Scores of others 
may have received unfair trials. Death 
sentences were believed to have been 
passed and carried out. 

During the year President Islam Kari­
mov repeatedly condemned the perceived 
spread of "Wahhabism",  a strict Islamic 
sect, in Uzbekistan. On 1 May he endorsed 
tough measures against "those who are 
trying by any means to introduce political 
Islam, religious extremism and fanati­
cism" and told parliament that "funda­
mentalists should be shot". The same day 
parliament adopted a revised version of 
the 1 991 law on freedom of conscience 
and religious organizations. The new law 
raises the number of citizens required to 



form a religious organization from 10, 
under the 1 991 law, to 100.  All religious 
groups must be registered, and activities 
by unregistered religious organizations are 
illegal. According to new articles in the 
criminal code, which also entered into 
force in May, anyone organizing an un­
registered religious group could face up to 
five years in prison. The law punishes pri­
vate religious teaching or missionary ac­
tivity with three-year prison terms. 

In June Syrdarya Regional Court sen­
tenced 52-year-old journalist Shadi 
Mardiyev to 1 1  years' imprisonment for 
criininal libel and extortion. In August the 
Supreme Court upheld the verdict. Ac­
cording to reports, Shadi Mardiyev was ar­
rested in November 1 997 and charged 
with defamation and extortion following a 
radio broadcast which satirized alleged 
corrupt practices of a local procurator. A 
co-defendant was reportedly sentenced to 
12 years in prison on allegedly fabricated 
charges of bribery. Shadi Mardiyev was 
said to have suffered a heart attack in de­
tention. 

Arbitrary arrests of alleged "Wah­
habists" following a spate of murders of 
police officers and regional officials in the 
Fergana Valley in November and Decem­
ber 1 997 continued throughout the year 
(see Amnesty International Report 1 998). 
Some human rights monitors estimated 
the number of those detained to be over 
a thousand. There were reports that 
weapons or narcotics were planted on 
many of them in order to fabricate a crim­
inal case against them. Allegations per­
sisted that a large number of those 
detained were threatened, beaten and 
otherwise ill-treated in police custody. In 
March brothers Abdulkhai and Murod 
Egamberdiyev were sentenced to four 
years' imprisonment by Andijan Regional 
Court for il legal possession of narcotics 
and weapons. Both were possible prison­
ers of conscience. They said that the 
charges against them were fabricated and 
that they were prosecuted solely for refus­
ing to shave their beards. The brothers had 
reportedly been arrested in Andijan in 
January by plainclothes police officers two 
weeks after they had been ordered by their 
local police station to shave off their 
beards. The police allegedly beat them 
and planted a small quantity of narcotics 
and 10 bullets in their pockets during the 
arrest. 

UZBEKISTAN 

On 29 April Fergana Regional Court 
sentenced Abdumalik Nazarov, the 
youngest brother of independent Islamic 
leader Obidkhon Nazarov, to nine years' 
imprisonment for illegal possession of 
narcotics and forgery of official docu­
ments. He was a possible prisoner of con­
science. Abdumalik Nazarov had been 
detained in December 1 997 with his father 
and an older brother at the Uzbek-Kyrgyz 
border (see Amnesty International Report 
1 998). It was alleged that the charge 
against Abdumalik Nazarov was fabricated 
because of his relationship to Obidkhon 
Nazarov. On 5 March Uzbek security 
forces had surrounded the house of Obid­
khon Nazarov in Tashkent, allegedly in an 
attempt to take him and another imam, 
Tulkin Ergashev, to the Procurator Gen­
eral's office to answer questions about 
their activities. Neither man was present. 
There were reports that arrest warrants 
had been issued against the two men for 
promoting "Wahhabism", preaching illeg­
ally and trying to set up an Islamic state. 
An Islamic student, Ikromiddin Yusupov, 
claimed that he had been detained by offi­
cers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in 
February and forced under duress to in­
criminate Obidkhon Nazarov and Tulkin 
Ergashev in anti-state activities. 

In August possible prisoner of con­
science Rakhmat Otakulov, a religious 
teacher, was released from prison after his 
term of imprisonment was commuted to a 
non-custodial sentence (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998). 

There was concern for the safety of Za­
farmirza Iskhakov, a human rights activist 
and former political detainee, who went 
into hiding after he received death threats 
from the Committee for National Security 
(KNB) in April. Zafarmirza Iskhakov had 
been monitoring the human rights situ­
ation in the Fergana Valley and had 
passed information of arrests and ill­
treatment of alleged "Wahhabists" to inter­
national human rights organizations. Fol­
lowing his contacts in March with interna­
tional human rights monitors and foreign 
journalists, KNB officers reportedly came to 
question him about his human rights 
monitoring activities, warning him that 
"something could happen" to him or his 
children if he did not stop. Zafarmirza 
Iskhakov had previously been detained 
on a number of occasions as a result of 
his activities as deputy chairman of the 
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outlawed non-violent opposition "Birlik" 
group and as a member of the banned 
independent Human Rights Organization 
of Uzbekistan in Andijan. 

Shovruk Ruzimuradov, a former pris­
oner of conscience and head of the 
Kashkadarya branch of the Human Rights 
Society of Uzbekistan, was arrested at his 
home in Kashkadarya Region in southern 
Uzbekistan in April on charges of illegal 
possession of 12 firearms cartridges. He 
was held for 10 days. Human rights activ­
ists believed the cartridges were planted 
by law enforcement officers during a 
reportedly unsanctioned search of his 
house. He had reportedly been asked re­
peatedly by the authorities to stop en­
gaging in human rights activities and to 
resign from the Human Rights Society. 

In January Abdulfattakh Mannapov, an 
Uzbek human rights activist and member 
of the Moscow-based Society for Monitor­
ing the Observance of Human Rights in 
Central Asia, was severely beaten in a 
street in Moscow, the Russian Federation, 
by two unknown men who also set their 
dog on him. He was admitted to hospital 
with multiple fractures and dog bites. 
Nothing was stolen during the attack, 
which led human rights monitors to be­
lieve the unprovoked attack was politic­
ally motivated. Abdulfattakh Mannapov 
had been approached in Moscow in 1 997 
by three unknown men, at least one of 
whom he recognized as an Uzbek, who 
threatened to harm him and his family if 
he did not stop his "treacherous activities" 
against Uzbekistan. 

Scores of men were sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment in at least five sep­
arate trials in connection with the 1 997 
murders in Namangan and the Fergana 
Valley (see above). In May Namangan Re­
gional Court sentenced eight men to 
prison terms of between five and eight 
years for "terrorism", attempting to over­
throw the constitutional order, and cre­
ation of a criminal group. The men were 
also accused of seeking to promote "Wah­
habism". In a separate trial in May, Na­
mangan Regional Court sentenced a 
further six men to similar terms of impris­
onment for attempting to undermine the 
country's Constitution and forming an il­
legal criminal group. In June the Supreme 
Court sentenced seven men to prison sen­
tences of between six and 10 years for at­
tempting to destabilize the country and 

establish an Islamist state. In all the trials 
there were allegations that the defendants 
had been beaten and otherwise ill-treated 
in detention and forced under duress to 
confess. There was also concern that these 
men may have been imprisoned solely for 
their alleged affiliation to independent Is­
lamic congregations. 

In July the Supreme Court sentenced 
Talib Mamadzhanov to death for the mur­
der of eight people. Seven co-defendants, 
one of them a minor, received prison sen­
tences ranging from three to 10 years. 
Talib Mamadzhanov reportedly confessed 
to a series of murders between 1994 and 
1997, including the murders of five police 
officers in the Fergana Valley which 
sparked the wave of arrests of alleged 
"Wahhabists" that began in December 
1 997. Talib Mamadzhanov was quoted as 
saying that the murders were religiously 
motivated. There were reports that the de­
fendants had been beaten and otherwise 
ill-treated in pre-trial detention and that at 
least three defendants claimed to have 
been tortured and forced under duress to 
give false evidence. Nosir Yusupov was 
said to have had a plastic bag placed over 
his head and to have been tortured with 
electric shocks. His 1 6-year-old son, 
Dzhamaliddin, told the court that he too 
had been tortured. Co-defendant Isroil 
Parpiboyev stated in court that he was tor­
tured with electric shocks, and that he was 
taken naked to the prison yard after cold 
water had been poured over him. It was 
winter. He also alleged that a bottle was 
inserted into his anus and that vodka was 
poured onto his wounds. International ob­
servers at the trial noted that Talib Ma­
madzhanov appeared to be ill and lost 
consciousness during one hearing. 

In October a further 1 5  men, all said to 
have been followers of independent Is­
lamic leader Abduvali Mirzoyev who 
"disappeared" in 1 995 (see Amnesty Inter­
national Reports 1 996 to 1998), went on 
trial before the Supreme Court for their al­
leged participation in the 1997 Namangan 
murders. In December they received 
prison sentences ranging from five to 16 
years. 

At least 10 men were sentenced to 
death. Other death sentences were believed 
to have been passed and carried out, but no 
official information was available. In 
August parliament removed the death pen­
alty as a possible punishment under five 



articles of the criminal code. It remained in 
force for eight crimes. 

Amnesty International expressed con­
cern that the restrictions and penalties im­
posed on religious groups by the new law 
on freedom of conscience and religious or­
ganizations might lead to persecution of 
their members and possibly the imprison­
ment of prisoners of conscience. 

Amnesty International called for the 
immediate and unconditional release of 
Shadi Mardiyev. The organization urged 
the authorities to repeal Articles 139 and 
140 of the criminal code to prevent further 
prosecutions for peaceful exercise of the 
right to freedom of expression. 

Amnesty International was concerned 
that the prosecutions of the Egamberdiyev 
brothers and Abdumalik Nazarov were 
part of a clampdown against Islamic lead­
ers, including Obidkhon Nazarov, and 
congregations not affiliated to the state­
regulated Muslim Spiritual Directorate. 

The organization was gravely con­
cerned that the trials of political prisoners 
might have been influenced by negative 
statements made by President Karimov 
against Islamic activists and called for full 
and impartial inquiries into allegations of 
torture, beatings and other ill-treatment 
made during the trials. 

Amnesty International called on the 
President to commute the death sentence 
of Talib Mamadzhanov and all other death 
sentences ' that came before him, and to 
abolish the death penalty. 

VANUATU 
Dozens of people were ill-treated by 
police and military officers during mass 
arrests under a four-week state of emer­
gency. Conditions in some prisons 
amounted to ill-treatment. 

A four-week state of emergency, sus­
pending most constitutional human rights 
guarantees, was declared in January fol­
lowing widespread rioting and looting in 
the capital, Port Vila. Protests were 
prompted by a report on official corrup­
tion by the Ombudsman. Former opposi­
tion leader Donald Kalpokas became 
Prime Minister after elections in March, 
called to restore political stability. 

In June the new government pledged to 
introduce a new Ombudsman's Act which 
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would include provisions for human rights 
monitoring. The Ombudsman's Act had 
been repealed in November 1 997 by the 
former government after a failed attempt to 
remove the Ombudsman from office. In 
November the Ombudsman criticized pro­
visions in the proposed legislation which 
would limit her independence by allowing 
government interference. A new Leader­
ship Code law to make politicians more ac­
countable came into effect in September. 

0 ... , . 

..... 

Dozens of people reported that they 
were kicked and beaten by military and 
police officers during the arrest of some 
500 criminal suspects under the state of 
emergency. At least 200 of them were held 
for up to three days in conditions amount­
ing to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat­
ment. Some were denied medical 
attention and investigators from the office 
of the Ombudsman were refused permis­
sion to visit prisons. More than 20 people 
sought medical treatment after their re­
lease, and three were admitted to hospital. 

The police started to investigate 16 
complaints of ill-treatment after a man 
nearly died from internal injuries inflicted 
by military officers while he was in cus­
tody. However, no officer was suspended 
from active duty. 

As a result of police investigations, 18 
police officers were charged with "inten­
tional assault" of prisoners; all pleaded 
not guilty. By the end of the year, none 
had been convicted. 

Most people arrested under the state of 
emergency were held in conditions de­
scribed in a government report as "ex­
tremely poor" and "dangerous" as a result 
of earthquake damage, with "considerable 
overcrowding" and a lack of adequate fa­
cilities for women. Most prison cells were 
decaying and frequently wet during rain 
and had no lighting and poor ventilation. 
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Food and prison medical services were 
inadequate. 

In June all male prisoners in Port Vila 
Central Prison were transferred to an al­
ternative prison, known as "the former 
British prison",  because of concerns about 
the structural safety of the building. How­
ever, two female prisoners, who also 
asked to be evacuated, continued to be 
held there. 

As a result of the evacuation, most of 
Vanuatu's male prisoners were held in in­
human and often overcrowded conditions. 
Convicted prisoners were held with those 
awaiting trial and there were no facilities 
to separate juveniles from adults. Despite 
improvised repairs to cells, conditions re­
mained extremely poor; for example, pris­
oners were unable to sleep because rain 
leaked onto their beds. 

An Amnesty International delegate 
visited. the Port Vila area in February to 
investigate prison conditions and reports 
of i ll-treatment. Its report issued in Sep­
tember, Vanuatu: No safe place for pris­
oners, recommended urgent measures 
to improve prison conditions and police 
and prison complaints mechanisms. It 
urged the government to seek assistance 
from the international community. A joint 
statement by the Vanuatu government and 
police welcomed Amnesty International's 
report and pledged to implement its 
recommendations. 

VENEZUELA 
Human rights defenders and community 
activists were threatened and harassed. 
Reports of ill-treatment and torture by the 
police and army were frequent. Prison 
conditions often amounted to cruel, inhu­
man or degrading treatment. Dozens of 
people were killed by the security forces 
in circumstances suggesting excessive use 
of force or extrajudicial execution. An 
asylum-seeker was extradited to Peru. 

The deep economic crisis and rumours 
of a possible coup seemed to threaten sta­
bility for several months prior to the De­
cember presidential election. The election, 
which passed off peacefully, was won by 
Hugo Chavez Frfas who, as an army col­
onel, led a failed coup attempt in 1 992. 

The new penal code was approved in 
January and was due to be fully intro-

duced in July 1 999. Among other reforms, 
it established clear regulations concerning 
the use of force at the time of arrest. How­
ever, local human rights organizations ex­
pressed concern that despite some reform 
of the Code of Military Justice, the Presid­
ent continued to enjoy considerable pow­
ers to intervene in the military justice 
system, retaining the legal power to decide 
not to open proceedings or to close those 
already in progress when he or she "con­
siders it to be in the national interest". 

A number of constitutional guarantees, 
including the right not to be arrested with­
out a warrant, continued to be suspended 
in areas bordering Colombia. The military 
authorities in these areas continued to be 
allowed to hold people for up to 20 days 
in preventive detention. 

Following the annulment at the end of 
1997 of the Ley de Vagos y Ma1eantes, Law 
of Vagrants and Crooks, which permitted 
administrative detention by the police 
without judicial review, over 500 detainees 
were released and there were no reports of . 

continued detention under the law. How­
ever, thousands of arbitrary detentions 
were reported, apparently in attempts at 
social cleansing targeted at the poorest and 
most vulnerable sectors of society. 

Human rights defenders were increas­
ingly subjected to death threats, defama­
tion and intimidatory surveillance. 
Following the alleged extrajudicial execu­
tion in June of three criminal suspects 
by the Po1icfa Tlknica Judicial, Crim­
inal Investigation Police, in Maracaibo, 
Zulia state, three members of the non­
governmental human rights organization 
Red de Apoyo por la Justicia y la Paz, 
Support Network for Justice and Peace, 



were followed and received several 
anonymous death threats. The following 
month, Sergio Salvador, a volunteer with 
the network, was approached by two 
strangers outside the organization's offices 
who warned him to stop working on the 
case or he would be killed; a third man in 
a nearby car pointed a gun at him. 

In October Juan Bautista Moreno of the 
Comite para la Defensa de los Derechos 
Humanos, Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights, based in Guasdualito, near 
the Colombian border, was threatened with 
"disappearance" by the commander of 
military operations in the area. Juan 
Bautista Moreno had been arbitrarily de­
tained in 1996 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 997). Wilfredo Alvarado Baldag­
gio, a community activist, was threatened 
by members of the Guardia Nacional, Na­
tional Guard, to make him withdraw his al­
legation that they had tortured him in 1997 
(see Amnesty International Report 1998). 

Torture and ill-treatment by the police 
and army continued to be frequently re­
ported. Methods included beatings, use of 
electric shocks and mock executions. Vic­
tims included Roberto Cabrera Marquez, a 
Jehovah's Witness and conscientious ob­
jector, who was allegedly beaten in the air 
force base in Maracay by soldiers who 
then placed him in a cupboard and let off 
tear-gas grenades. 

Hundreds of detainees complained of 
ill-treatment by prison warders and Min­
istry of Justice employees. In March more 
than 100 relatives of detainees in Los 
Llanos prison, Portuguesa state, carried 
out a four-day protest inside the prison in 
support of their demand for the removal 
of the local head of the Guardia Nacional 
accused of responsibility for the ill­
treatment of prisoners. 

Prison conditions continued to amount 
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 
During the year, the Ministry of Justice im­
plemented a number of measures, such as 
the creation of a new Cuerpo de Seguridad 
Penitenciaria, Prison Security Force, and 
the redistribution of prisoners according 
to their legal status. Despite these meas­
ures, which could lead to improvements 
in the future, violence in prisons re­
mained endemic. According to reports, 
more than 300 prisoners and detainees 
Were killed and over 1 ,000 wounded, the 
overwhelming majority by other prisoners. 
Acute overcrowding and the failure of the 
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authorities to ensure the security of those 
in their custody were contributing factors 
to the problem. Poor standards of food 
provoked at least one hunger strike by 
prisoners and sanitary conditions contin­
ued to be inadequate. 

Dozens of people were killed by the se­
curity forces in circumstances suggesting 
excessive use of force or, in some cases, 
extrajudicial execution. According to re­
ports, in July in the municipality of Sucre, 
Miranda state, municipal police shot dead 
Freddy Dfaz after chasing his 14-year-old 
cousin, Ali Eduardo Sojo, into the family 
home. The family and witnesses to the 
shooting were threatened by the police to 
discourage them from pursuing the case. 

The judicial system failed to bring to 
justice those responsible for the massacre 
of 14 fishermen in El Amparo in 1 988 (see 
previous Amnesty International Reports) . 
In October the Supreme Court upheld the 
previous decision of the ad hoc military 
tribunal which absolved 1 5  soldiers ac­
cused of involvement in the massacre of 
all charges. The ruling did not include 
four other soldiers who were also impli­
cated; they remained at large at the end 
of the year. 

In July asylum-seeker Cecilia Rosana 
Nuiiez Chipana, a Peruvian citizen and al­
leged member of the Partido Comunista 
del Peru {Sendero Luminosoj, Communist 
Party of Peru (Shining Path), was extra­
dited to Peru where it was feared she 
could be at risk of torture, despite a re­
quest by the UN Committee against Torture 
that the extradition procedures be sus­
pended until it had had an opportunity to 
reach a decision. There were a number of 
irregularities in the proceedings, including 
the hampering of the work of the defence 
counsel, which put into question the inde­
pendence of the judiciary. The Foreign Re­
lations Ministry informed the Committee 
that Cecilia Rosana NUiiez Chip ana had al­
ready been extradited three days before 
she actually was, suggesting that a polit­
ical agreement had been reached prior to 
the legal ruling. In November the Commit­
tee ruled that Venezuela had failed to 
meet its obligation not to proceed with the 
extradition and had therefore breached the 
UN Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment. 

Amnesty International continued to 
call on the authorities to take all necessary 
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measures to guarantee the safety of human 
rights defenders, to end the intimidation 
of victims' relatives and witnesses of 
human rights violations and to curb the 
excessive use of force by the security 
forces. Amnesty International also urged 
the government to respect the recom­
mendations of the UN Committee against 
Torture in the case of Cecilia Rosana 
Nuiiez Chip ana. 

VIET NAM 

At least 56 prisoners of conscience and 
possible prisoners of conscience contin­
ued to be held throughout the year. At 
least 15 prisoners of conscience were re­
leased. At least a further 10 possible pris­
oners of conscience were arrested, tried 
and sentenced. A further 40 people were 
imprisoned for political offences follow­
ing unfair trials. Fifty-three new death 
sentences and 18 executions were repor­
ted, but the actual numbers were believed 
to be much higher. 

The government announced that revi­
sions to the criminal code would be intro­
duced; no details were given. Some senior 
members of the Vietnamese Communist 
Party publicly issued letters critical of the 
party's policies and calling for reform. 
Social unrest in Dong Nai province, 
prompted in November 1 997 by local 
anger against perceived official corruption 
and land disputes, continued in January. 
President Tran Duc Luong approved two 
major prisoner amnesties in September 
and October, which included some polit­
ical prisoners. 

In October the UN Special Rapporteur 
on religious intolerance visited the coun­
try. He was prevented from meeting most 
religious dissidents. Vi et Nam became an 
official member of the Asia-Pacific Eco­
nomic Co-operation in November. 

Lack of official information and restric­
tions on freedom of expression made ob­
taining details of human rights violations 
difficult. 

At least 56 prisoners of conscience and 
possible prisoners of conscience arrested 
in previous years and known to Amnesty 
International continued to be detained. 
During the year, it was learned that 1 7  
members o f  the People's Action Party 
(PAP) who were expelled from Cambodia 
to Viet Nam in December 1996 (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 997), re­
mained in detention without charge or 
trial in Ho Chi Minh City. Two others ex­
pelled at the same time were quickly re­
leased. It was also learned that four other 
members of the PAP who visited Viet Nam 
from Cambodia had been arrested in 1997 
and were still detained. All were possible 
prisoners of conscience. The trial of news­
paper editor Nguyen Hoang Linh, a pris­
oner of conscience who was arrested in 
October 1 997 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998), took place in October. He 
was found guilty of "taking advantage of 
democratic freedoms to damage the inter­
ests of the state, social organizations and 
the public" and sentenced to one year and 
13 days in prison. He was released after 
the trial, having served his sentence in 
pre-trial detention. 

Nguyen Dinh Huy, a former professor 
of English and history serving a 1 5-year 
prison sentence for his leadership of the 
Movement to Unite the People and Build 
Democracy (MUPBD - see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1 996 and 1 998), remained 
in prison throughout the year, as did 78-
year-old Nguyen Ngoc Tan, a fellow MUPBD 
member. Other elderly prisoners of con­
science serving sentences for their peace­
ful political activities included Do Van 
Hung and his brother Do Van Thac, mem­
bers of the Greater Viet Nam People's 
Party. 

Prisoners of conscience remained in 
detention for their religious beliefs. 
Among them were the Supreme Patriarch 
of the unofficial Unified Buddhist Church 
of Viet Nam (UBCV) Thich Huyen Quang, 
held without charge or trial for almost 14 



years; and four members of the Catholic 
Congregation of the Mother Co­
Redemptrix, including Brother Mai Duc 
Chuong (Nghi) ,  who was serving a prison 
sentence of 16 and a half years for holding 
training courses and distributing religious 
hooks without permission. The govern­
ment denied that it held any political 
prisoners. 

At least 15 prisoners of conscience 
were among more than 7,000 prisoners 
who were released in two amnesties in 
September and October. They included Dr 
Nguyen Dan Que, an endocrinologist serv­
ing a 20-year prison sentence for founding 
the High Tide of Humanism Movement 
which called for peaceful political and 
economic change (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1 991 and 1 997). Member­
ship of Amnesty International was the 
basis for one of the charges against him at 
his trial. 

Doan Viet Hoat, a former English pro­
fessor serving a 15-year prison sentence 
for his involvement in the Freedom Forum 
newsletter, was released and forcibly ex­
iled to the USA. 

Nguyen Van Thuan, a writer and for­
mer teacher imprisoned for his involve­
ment in both the High Tide of Humanism 
Movement and the Freedom Forum, and 
who suffered serious health problems in 
prison, was released. 

UBCV monks Thich Tri Sieu and Thich 
Tue Sy, who had been in detention since 
1984 and were convicted in 1 988 of 
"conducting activities to overthrow the 
people's administration", were released in 
the September amnesty. Thich Quang Do, 
Secretary General of the UBCV, and Thich 
Nhat Ban, both of whom were convicted 
in 1 995 of involvement in an unofficial 
charitable mission to flood victims in 
1994,  were also released. So too were 
Brother Nguyen Chau Dat and Reverend 
Dinh Viet Hieu (Thuc) from the Cath­
olic Congregation of the Mother Co­
Redemptrix, who were both serving long 
sentences for holding training courses 
and distributing religious books without 
permission. 

Ten followers of a Taiwan-based reli­
gious group were sentenced to prison 
terms of between 10 months and two years 
by a court in Bac Lieu province for "en­
gaging in heretical propaganda and taking 
advantage of the people's rights to free­
dom and democracy to transgress state 
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and public interests". They were possible 
prisoners of conscience. 

At least 40 people were sentenced to 
prison terms of up to 1 1  years after unfair 
trials for offences relating to social unrest 
in Thai Binh province in 1 997 (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). The 
group - believed to include some public 
officials - was charged with disrupting 
public order, abuse of power while carry­
ing out a public mission, and illegal arrest. 
It was believed that some of the defend­
ants were involved in protests against 
local officials, some of which were vio­
lent. Information on the trial was limited. 
However, trials in Viet Nam, especially 
those relating to political offences, are rou­
tinely unfair, with defendants denied the 
right to call and question witnesses, and 
defence lawyers permitted only to plead 
for clemency. 

Fifty-three death sentences and 18 exe­
cutions were reported, but the actual num­
bers were believed to be much higher. 
Among those sentenced to death were four 
people convicted in June of drug traffick­
ing in a continued crack-down by the au­
thorities on so-called "social evils". One 
death sentence was commuted to life im­
prisonment. Among those executed were 
three men convicted of corruption in 
1 997. The executions by firing squad took 
place in public, with the victims blind­
folded and gagged with a lemon in their 
mouth. Six men and one woman were 
executed in March following conviction 
for drugs offences in 1 997. Witnesses re­
ported that the woman fainted three times 
before the execution. 

Amnesty International continued to 
call for the release of all prisoners of 
conscience, for fair trials of political pris­
oners, for the commutation of death sen­
tences and for an end to the use of the 
death penalty. The organization wrote to 
President Tran Duc Luong welcoming the 
amnesties which led to the release of pris­
oners of conscience. In a report published 
in December, Socialist Republic of Viet 
Nam: A step forward for human rights?, 
Amnesty International appealed to the au­
thorities to release all remaining prisoners 
of conscience and ensure that proposed 
law reforms meet international human 
rights standards. 
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YEMEN 

Dozens of people, including prisoners of 
conscience, were arrested on political 
grounds. Many were detained for short 
periods without charge or trial, and then 
released. One prisoner of conscience 
under sentence of death was released. At 
least 33 political prisoners received un­
fair trials; four were sentenced to death. 
At least 13 political prisoners, most of 
them sentenced to death in previous 
years, remained in prison. There were 
continued allegations of torture. One per­
son reportedly died in circumstances 
which suggested that torture was a con­
tributory factor. Cruel judicial punish­
ments, including flogging, continued to be 
imposed. The fate of hundreds of people 
who "disappeared" in previous years re­
mained unknown. Two people were 
killed by government forces in circum­
stances which suggested that they were 
victims of excessive use of force. At least 
1 7  people were executed; hundreds of 
others were believed to be under sentence 
of death. At least one person was forcibly 
returned to a country where he was at 
risk of torture and execution. 

In August President 'Ali 'Abdullah 
Saleh issued a decree extending the scope 
of the death penalty to include kidnap­
ping and looting public or private prop­
erty. 

In January the government established 
the National Supreme Committee for 
Human Rights, responsible for liaison 
with international human rights organiza­
tions and for monitoring the implementa-

tion of human rights treaties. The Presid­
ent also established the Human Rights, 
Liberties and Non-Governmental Organ­
izations Committee, which, as part of the 
Consultative Council, advises the Presid­
ent. 

Dozens of suspected opponents of the 
government, including prisoners of con­
science, were detained during the year on 
political grounds. Among them was pris­
oner of conscience Dr al-Murtada bin 
Zayd al-Muhatwari, imam of the Badr 
mosque in Sana'a, who was arrested in 
September by members of the political se­
curity and the Republican Guard, without 
a judicial warrant. He was held solely for 
his public criticism of the government and 
was released in November without charge. 

Dozens of other people, including poss­
ible prisoners of conscience, were briefly 
detained in connection with demonstra­
tions against cuts in food subsidies and 
against government plans to administra­
tively divide the province of Hadramout. 
They were reportedly released without 
charge or trial. 

Dozens of possible political prisoners 
were arrested during the year in connec­
tion with explosions in Lahj. Abyan and 
Aden. It was unclear at the end of the year 
whether they were still detained. In De­
cember a number of political prisoners, in­
cluding four United Kingdom (UK) 
nationals and one man with dual Yemeni 
and UK nationality, were arrested in con­
nection with possession of explosives and 
plans to carry out attacks. 

Mansur Rajih, a prisoner of conscience, 
was released in February after more than 
14 years under sentence of death (see Am­
nesty International Reports 1 997 and 
1 998). 

Four political prisoners were sentenced 
to death and at least 29 others received 
prison sentences of up to 12 years after 
trials which fell  short of international 
standards for fair trial. Defendants were 
denied access to lawyers during the initial 
period of their detention and many were 
tortured in order to obtain confessions. In 
October, three men - Bajash 'Ali Moham­
mad 'Abid al-Aghbari , Sa'eed Suleiman 
Sa'ad bin Nilah and Moharnmad Ahmed 
Saleh Haidara - were sentenced to death 
and nine others were sentenced to prison 
terms for involvement in an armed group 
in the governorate of al-Mahrah and hav­
ing links with government opponents 



abroad. The group's access to legal assist­
ance was reportedly severely restricted. 

In two separate trials for bombings in 
Aden in 1 997 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998), one man - Nabil Kanakli 
Kasaybati ,  a Spanish national of Syrian 
origin - was sentenced to death and at 
least 20 others were sentenced to prison 
terms of up to 12 years. A further four 
were sentenced in absentia. In both cases 
defendants alleged that they were held in 
incommunicado detention and tortured to 
force them to confess. Torture included 
beatings all over the body, falaqa (beatings 
on the soles of the feet), suspension while 
tied up for prolonged periods of time, and 
electric shocks. In all three cases defence 
lawyers were expected to appeal against 
the sentences. 

At least 13 political prisoners, sus­
pected members of the former opposition 
organization al-Jabha al-Wataniya al­
Dimuqratiya, National Democratic Front, 
in the former Yemen Arab Republic, re­
mained in prison. Most of them had been 
sentenced to death in 1 986 (see Amnesty 
International Report 1 998). 

There were further reports of torture 
and ill-treatment. Methods included beat­
ings, prolonged suspension upside down, 
electric shocks and the prolonged use of 
shackles. At least one person reportedly 
died in circumstances which suggested 
that torture may have been a contrib­
utory factor. Ahmed Qa'id 'Abd Rabeh 
Muthanna, a teacher, was arrested by al­
Najda (Rescue) police officers after a crim­
inal complaint was lodged against him. 
According to official records he was taken 
to hospital in Dhamar by al-Najda officers 
on 22 March and died two days later. A 
medical report stated that injuries to his 
head and bleeding were major contribu­
tory factors in his death. The public pro­
secutor in Dhamar repeatedly ordered that 
the four men suspected of being respons­
ible for his death be brought to him for 
questioning. However, there was no evid­
ence of further investigation. 

New information came to light con­
cerning the death in custody in 1 997 of 
Wadi' al-Sheibani, who had been arrested 
in connection with bombings in Aden (see 
above and Amnesty International Report 
1 998). According to an official medical re­
port Wadi' al-Sheibani died from head in­
juries. The public prosecutor informed 
Wadi' al-Sheibani's family that he had 
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committed suicide. However, the victim's 
family, who believed that he died as a res­
ult of torture, refused to collect Wadi' 
al-Sheibani's body until a thorough invest­
igation into his death had been carried out 
and anyone responsible brought to justice. 
The government offered financial assist­
ance to the family but stressed that this 
was not compensation. The govern­
ment did not initiate an independent 
investigation. 

The judicial punishment of flogging 
was widely imposed and often carried out 
immediately after sentencing. Defendants 
were denied a real opportunity to appeal 
as those who did so faced a lengthy period 
in prison while the appeal was pending. It 
was not clear whether any sentences of 
amputation were passed during the year, 
nor whether sentences passed in previous 
years were carried out (see Amnesty Inter­
national Report 1 998). 

The fate and whereabouts of hundreds 
of people who "disappeared" in previous 
years remained unknown. Undertakings 
made by the government to investigate the 
cases of those who had "disappeared" 
since 1 994 were apparently not imple­
mented (see previous Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports) . 

At least two people were killed by gov­
ernment forces in circumstances which 
suggested excessive use of force. In April 
residents of the town of AI-Mukalla held a 
march to protest against government plans 
to administratively divide the province of 
Hadramout. Soldiers fired at protesters, 
who apparently presented no threat to 
their security. Ahmad 'Omar Barjash and 
Faraj Murjan Ben Hammam were killed. 
Subsequently the parliamentary Com­
mittee for General Freedoms and Human 
Rights carried out an investigation which 
recommended that the local criminal in­
vestigation unit and the public prosecutor 
should seek to bring to justice those mem­
bers of the security forces who fired guns 
during the protest. It was not clear at the 
end of the year whether the recommenda­
tions had been acted upon. Other clashes 
between government troops and demon­
strators reportedly resulted in dozens of 
deaths. However, no details of the circum­
stances of these deaths were available by 
the end of the year. 

At least 1 7  people were executed, often 
following trials which fell short of inter­
national norms for fair trial. Nasser Saleh 
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Nasser Zuba'a was executed in October -
just two days after the murder of which he 
was convicted. The speed with which he 
was executed indicated that he was not 
given adequate opportunity to prepare a 
defence or appeal against the verdict or 
sentence. 

Information came to light that Muham­
mad Hussein 'Ali al-Zandani was exe­
cuted at the end of 1 997. He had been 
sentenced to death in 1 995 for a murder 
reportedly committed when he was 16 
years old (see Amnesty International Re­
port 1 998). He was reportedly executed 
without his family or lawyer having been 
informed. Jalal 'Abdullah al-Rada'i and 
'Abdullah 'Ali Idris al-Rada'i ,  sentenced to 
death and crucifixion in August 1 997, 
were executed at the end of 1997 (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). Their 
bodies were publicly displayed on 
crosses. Both men were reported to have 
been denied access to legal assistance dur­
ing their trial. The death sentence for 
adultery imposed on Sabah al-Difani in 
1 995 was overturned. However, a sentence 
of 1 00 lashes was upheld and she was re­
leased after the flogging had been carried 
out (see Amnesty International Report 
1 997). 

Hundreds of prisoners were believed to 
be under sentence of death at the end of 
the year, although the exact number was 
not known. 

In August the government forcibly re­
turned Fahd 'Abdullah Jassim al-Malki to 
Qatar, where he was allegedly tortured 
and where he faced capital charges for al­
leged involvement in an attempted coup 
in 1996 (see Qatar entry). 

Amnesty International called for the 
immediate and unconditional release of 
prisoners of conscience and for prompt 
and fair trials for all political prisoners. 
The organization also called for an end to 
the arbitrary arrest and detention of polit­
ical suspects and urged that all allegations 
of torture, deaths in custody, "disappear­
ances" and use of excessive lethal force be 
investigated. 

Amnesty International expressed con­
cern at the widening of the scope of the 
death penalty and urged that all sentences 
of death, amputation and flogging be com­
muted. 

In response to the kidnapping in De­
cember of 16 tourists and the subsequent 
killing of four of the tourists and, report-

edly, three kidnappers, Amnesty Interna­
tional urged the government to carry out 
an impartial and independent investiga­
tion into all the killings. The organization 
called for the findings of such an invest­
igation to be made public and for anyone 
found to be responsible for any of the kill­
ings to be brought to justice. Amnesty In­
ternational called on the government to 
ensure that legal proceedings against those 
arrested in connection with the kidnap­
ping met international standards for fair 
trial in capital cases. The organization also 
urged the government to exercise clem­
ency and commute any death sentences 
passed. 

In September an Amnesty International 
delegation met the Attorney General and 
the Chief Co-ordinator of the National 
Supreme Council for Human Rights. The 
delegates sought clarification from the 
Attorney General concerning, among other 
things, undertakings made by the govern­
ment during Amnesty International's visit 
to Yemen in 1 996 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Reports 1 997 and 1 998), which in­
cluded the establishment of a unit within 
the Attorney General's office to investigate 
allegations of torture. The Attorney Gen­
eral said that his office already had the 
power to undertake such investigations 
and that a specific unit was not necessary. 
The former attorney general had informed 
Amnesty International in 1 997 that such a 
unit had been established (see Amnesty 
International Report 1998). 

YUGOSLAVIA 
(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 

Hundreds of ethnic Albanians and 
smaller numbers of Serbs or Montene­
grins were killed in armed conflict in 
Kosovo. Many of them were extrajudi­
cially executed by police or deliberately 
and arbitrarily killed by armed ethnic Al­
banians. Hundreds of people, all of them 
ethnic Albanians, "disappeared" at the 
hands of security forces. More than 
250,000 people, the vast majority of them 
ethnic Albanians, were displaced, many 
of them forcibly, by police, soldiers or op­
position ethnic Albanian forces. Armed 
opposition forces were responsible for 
human rights abuses, including the ab­
duction of dozens of people, many of 



whom remained unaccounted for. There 
were numerous reports of ill-treatment, 
torture and excessive use of force. At least 
five people died in police custody. At 
least 1 ,000 ethnic Albanians were de­
tained and placed under investigation on 
charges of "terrorism" and "armed rebel­
lion". Many were reportedly tortured or 
ill-treated during interrogation. Many 
were convicted after unfair trials; some 
were possible prisoners of conscience. At 
least one conscientious objector was im­
prisoned. Four students were detained for 
a short period; they were prisoners of 
conscience. At least two people were sen­
tenced to death. 

Ethnic Albanians, who form the major­
ity in Kosovo province, continued to de­
mand independence from the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY). From March 
the police, and later the Yugoslav Army, 
deployed large forces in response to small­
scale attacks by the Ushtria (:lirimtare e 
Kosoves (UCK), Kosovo Liberation Army, 
which seeks independence by violent 
means. Since 1 996 the UCK had attacked 
Serbian police, civilians and ethnic Alba­
nians it regarded as " loyal" to the Serbian 
authorities. From March onwards con­
frontations increased. Many ethnic Alba­
nians joined the UCK and by July it 
effectively controlled a large area in west­
ern Kosovo. However, the police and army 
launched a major offensive in July and by 
September they had retaken control of 
most of the territory. 

In October, following two UN Security 
Council resolutions and the threat of mili­
tary intervention by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the President 
of the FRY, Slobodan Milosevic, agreed to 
the withdrawal of forces and the deploy­
ment of a 2,000-strong Verification Mis-
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sion assembled by the Organization for Se­
curity and Co-operation in Europe. The 
Mission was not operational by the end of 
the year. However, from October, follow­
ing the withdrawal of the police and army 
and a cease-fire which was largely effect­
ive, the UCK regained control of a large 
area of territory. 

Federal and Serbian authorities failed to 
cooperate with the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, despite 
a UN Security Council resolution in Nov­
ember condemning the FRY for its failure to 
execute the Tribunal's arrest warrants. 

In June the trial opened in Prijepolje of 
Nebojsa Ranisavljevic who was accused of 
being one of the perpetrators of the abduc­
tion and kil ling of 20 people at the Strpci 
railway station in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 
1 993 (see Amnesty International Report 
1 994). The trial had not been concluded 
by the end of the year. 

The Serbian authorities applied pres­
sure on the independent media. A govern­
ment decree and new media law resulted 
in the temporary or indefinite closure of 
five newspapers. Independent radio sta­
tions complained of a restrictive licensing 
policy and the closure of stations. 

More than 1 ,500 people, predominantly 
ethnic Albanians, were reported to have 
been killed in the armed conflict by the 
end of the year. Evidence suggested that 
many of the killings were extrajudicial ex­
ecutions by the police, army or civilians 
armed by the authorities. In February po­
lice killed 26 ethnic Albanians in the vil­
lages of Likosane and Cirez in the Drenica 
region of Kosovo. Police had been de­
ployed after UCK members reportedly fired 
at a school near Glogovac housing ethnic 
Serb refugees. Four police officers were 
killed in the subsequent fighting around 
Likosane and Cirez. It appeared that most 
or all of the ethnic Albanian civilian vic­
tims had been extrajudicially executed by 
police after UCK members had withdrawn. 
The victims included Rukije Nebiu from 
Cirez who was pregnant; photographs of 
her corpse indicated that she had been 
shot in the head. Ten male members of the 
Ahmeti family were reportedly separated 
from the women and children in a house 
in Likosane and taken away by police. 
Two days later their bodies were discov­
ered in the morgue in PriStina. Evidence 
indicated that they had been extrajudi­
cially executed. 
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In early March there was a large-scale 
police operation in Donji Prekaz. another 
village in Drenica. Armed men. apparently 
associated with the U<;:K. were present in 
the village. Police asserted that they had 
been attacked on the morning they began 
their operation. although this claim did 
not appear credible. At least 54 ethnic Al­
banians were killed in Donji Prekaz. some 
of whom were armed men. However. at 
least 1 2  of the bodies that were identified 
were women and 1 1  were children aged 
under 17 .  It appeared that many of the vic­
tims had been extrajudicially executed. 
Witness testimoJl.Y. supported by the con­
clusions of an independent forensic 
pathologist. indicated that some of the 
male victims may not have been carrying 
arms or had surrendered at the time they 
were killed. For example. the body of one 
victim. Nazmi Jashari. showed evidence of 
beating and gunshots fired at point-blank 
range. The authorities failed to ensure that 
autopsies and independent and impartial 
investigations were carried out into the 
killings in Donji Prekaz. 

There were many other reports of extra­
judicial executions or other unlawful kill­
ings in the armed conflict which followed. 

Hundreds of ethnic Albanians were re­
ported missing by the end of the year. 
There was evidence that many of them 
had "disappeared" as a result of action by 
the police. For example. in April Hafir 
Shala. an ethnic Albanian doctor. was de­
tained and taken to a police station in 
Pri§tina. Although others detained with 
him were quickly released. Hafir Shala 
was not seen again and the authorities nei­
ther acknowledged his detention nor 
provided information on his whereabouts. 
In May. eight ethnic Albanian men "disap­
peared" in Novi Poklek. Police attacked 
the village and detained the men after sep­
arating them from women and children. 
No substantive reply was received from 
the authorities to a request for an invest­
igation from lawyers representing the fam­
ilies of the "disappeared" men. 

Between March and September more 
than 250.000 people. predominantly eth­
nic Albanians. were estimated to have 
been displaced. many of them forcibly as a 
result of deliberate actions by the police 
such as extrajudicial executions and tar­
geting of civilians. The police also set on 
fire. damaged or destroyed thousands of 
houses of ethnic Albanians and killed or 

destroyed livestock or crops. By Septem­
ber. tens of thousands of people were re­
ported to be living without shelter. They 
were only able to find shelter or return to 
their homes. many of which were des­
troyed or badly damaged. after the October 
cease-fire. 

There were numerous reports that the 
UCK and other armed ethnic Albanians 
perpetrated human rights abuses. particu­
larly forcible displacement. ill-treatment. 
abduction or detention of non-combatants 
of Serbian. Montenegrin. Albanian or Ro­
mani ethnicity. Many of those abducted 
remained "missing" at the end of the year. 
For example. in June. three elderly Serbs -
Miloslav. Sultana and Aleksandra Smigi(; 
- and Aleksandra's son Radomir went 
missing in the village of Leoi':ina. Armed 
UCK men entered Leoi':ina. beat Miloslav 
Smigi(; and tried to set fire to his house. 
Later. a larger group of UCK men came and 
shots and screams were heard from the 
house of Radomir and Aleksandra Smigi(;. 
No trace of them was subsequently found. 
They had been the last Serbs left in 
Leoi':ina after other Serb villagers had fled 
in May following threats by armed ethnic 
Albanians. 

Also in June. nine Serbian workers 
were abducted by the UCK in the vicinity 
of the Bela(;evac mine. In August. two' Ser­
bian journalists went missing; they were 
believed to have been abducted by the 
UCK. Two other journalists were detained 
for 40 days in October and November. 
Some 100 people. predominantly Serbs 
and Montenegrins. who went missing in 
uCK-controlled areas or who were detained 
by the UCK remained unaccounted for at 
the end of the year. The U<;:K refused to ac­
knowledge that it held detainees other 
than those it released. 

Numerous reports of ill-treatment or 
torture by police or soldiers were received. 
not all of these connected to the armed 
conflict. Hundreds of ethnic Albanians 
were beaten by police during demonstra­
tions against police violence in towns 
throughout Kosovo in March. For exam­
ple. around 1 00 people were injured in 
Pe(; during and following a demonstration. 
At least six unarmed ethnic Albanian 
demonstrators were reportedly shot by po­
lice during the incident. one of whom 
died of his injuries. The victims of the 
beatings included a 1 6-year-old schoolgirl 
who was beaten by police in a house 



where she was hiding. Her head and legs 
were injured by blows from truncheons. In 
May and June police beat Serbian students 
and others who were protesting in Bel­
grade against a new law which they 
claimed restricted the independence of 
universities. 

Ill-treatment or torture often took place 
during interrogation in police stations, 
most frequently in Kosovo province. For 
example, Besa Arllati, an activist in the 
Djakovica branch of the Lidhja Demo­
kratike e Kosoves, Democratic League of 
Kosovo (the main ethnic Albanian political 
party) ,  was detained for several days in the 
local police station. She reported being 
held in a cell fouled with urine and faeces 
and being severely beaten during interroga­
tion. She was told that she must help se­
cure the release of police officers believed 
to have been kidnapped by the UCK. In July 
Destan Rukiqi, a lawyer and human rights 
activist, was charged with insulting a judge 
who refused to give him access to a client 
in July. He was sentenced to 60 days' im­
prisonment. After six days he was trans­
ferred to hospital with kidney injuries 
sustained as a result of beatings in police 
custody. 

Five people died in custody apparently 
as a result of torture or i l l-treatment, all of 
them in Kosovo province. For example, 
Rexhep Bislimi, a human rights activist, 
was arrested in July and transferred two 
weeks later to hospital with heavy bruis­
ing, several broken ribs and internal bleed­
ing allegedly as a result of beating by 
police. Ho died in hospital three days 
later. 

Many of those interrogated by police 
were kept in custody. By the end of the 
year, more than 1 ,000 ethnic Albanians 
had been remanded in custody. Many 
were tried and convicted of "terrorism",  
"armed rebellion" or  similar charges. The 
trials frequently did not meet international 
standards of fair trial; the accused were 
denied access to consult with defence 
lawyers in private, and statements ex­
tracted from defendants under torture 
were reportedly accepted as evidence. The 
evidence did not in all cases support 
charges of using or advocating violence; 
some of the detainees were possible pris­
oners of conscience. 

In February Pavle Bozie was sentenced 
to one year's imprisonment for refusing to 
perform military service. His request to 
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perform alternative service had been gran­
ted, but he was nevertheless called up to 
serve in the army. In November, four stu­
dents were imprisoned for 10 days for 
spraying anti-government slogans in Bel­
grade. They were prisoners of conscience. 

Dejan Andjelkovie and Zlatan Zakie 
were sentenced to death in March for pre­
meditated murder. No judicial executions 
were carried out. 

Amnesty International appealed repeat­
edly to the authorities and to the UCK to re­
spect international humanitarian law and 
to prevent human rights abuses in Kosovo. 
The organization also called on the au­
thorities to initiate thorough, independent 
and impartial investigations into allega­
tions of extrajudicial executions and other 
unlawful killings, "disappearances", for­
cible displacement, torture and i l l-treat­
ment. It appealed for political prisoners to 
receive prompt and fair trials. Amnesty In­
ternational also called for displaced per­
sons to be enabled to return to their homes 
in safety and dignity. During the year the 
organization issued a series of reports un­
der the title, A human rights crisis in 
Kosovo province, which documented 
human rights violations and abuses. 

ZAMBIA 

More than 100 people, including possible 
prisoners of conscience, were detained in 
connection with a 1997 coup attempt. They 
were held in conditions amounting to 
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment; 
at least one detainee died in custody. 
Journalists and human rights defenders 
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continued to face imprisonment for exer· 
cising their right to freedom of expression. 
Torture and ill·treatment, shootings and 
unlawful killings by police were wide· 
spread. More than 20 people were sen· 
tenced to death and more than 150 
remained on death row at the end of the 
year. No executions were reported. 

The state of emergency, which sus· 
pended many fundamental rights, was re­
newed in February for another three 
months but lifted in mid-March (see Am­
nesty International Report 1 998). 

Zambia acceded to the UN Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in 
October, but it did not recognize the com­
petence of the Committee against Torture 
to receive individual complaints. 

In May a donors' consultative group 
meeting convened by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(World Bank), pledged uS$530 million in 
aid on condition that the Zambian govern­
ment initiate further economic reforms 
and "swift and decisive action on alleged 
human rights violations". 

In September, following demands by a 
newly formed gay and lesbian organiza­
tion for formal registration, Vice-President 
Lieutenant-General Christon Tembo told 
parliament that homosexuals and homo­
sexual rights activists would be arrested. 
He also banned the publication of in­
formation about "gay activities". Amnesty 
International would consider anyone im­
prisoned solely for their homosexuality, or 
for non-violent advocacy of gay and les­
bian rights, a prisoner of conscience. 

Further arrests in early 1998 brought 
the total number of people detained in 
connection with the 1 997 coup attempt to 
more than 100 (see Amnesty International 
Report 1 998). Those detained included 
Kenneth Kaunda, former President and 
leader of the United National Independ­
ence Party (UNlP); Moyce Kaulung'ombe, 
his security chief; Dean Mung'omba, 
leader of the opposition Zambian Demo­
cratic Congress (zoc); and Princess 
Nakatindi Wina, Women Affairs Chairper­
son of the ruling Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy. Despite High Court rulings in 
1 997 and in January that some apparently 
politically motivated detentions were un­
lawful, presidential detention orders is­
sued under the state of emergency blocked 
the release of those unlawfully detained. 

In April independent observers were 
granted access to Kenneth Kaunda, who 
had spent four months under house arrest 
with strict limitations on communication 
and access to visitors. 

Also in April, 82 suspects detained in 
connection with the coup attempt were fi­
nally charged. In June, 79 defendants 
pleaded not guilty to treason, which is 
punishable by death. Kenneth Kaunda and 
Moyce Kaulung'ombe were released in 
June after charges of concealing know­
ledge of treason were withdrawn. In De­
cember Dean Mung'omba and Princess 
Nakatindi Wina were released for lack of 
evidence. 

In March the government's Permanent 
Human Rights Commission concluded in 
a report that at least nine of the detainees 
held in connection with the 1 997 coup at­
tempt had been tortured, and identified 
some 12 police officers as responsible. 
However, it recommended that the alleged 
perpetrators not be criminally prosecuted 
but rather disciplined and retired. In May 
the government announced that it would 
establish an impartial inquiry into the al­
legations of torture and develop a compre­
hensive human rights training program for 
law enforcement officials. In August High 
Court Judge Japhet Banda was appOinted 
to head a commission to investigate the al­
legations of torture. His appointment 
meant the investigation was further de­
layed because he was also the presiding 
judge at the trial of those charged in con­
nection with the coup attempt, which was 
set to continue into 1 999. 

The detainees suffered serious health 
problems as a result of overcrowding, poor 
sanitation, inadequate diet and lack of 
medical facilities. Their trial was ad­
journed several limes during the year be­
cause defendants were too ill to appear. 
Investigations by the Permanent Human 
Rights Commission, the Parliamentary 
Committee on Social Services and the pre­
siding High Court judge all concurred that 
prison overcrowding and general condi­
tions put prisoners' health and lives at ser­
ious risk. One detainee, Private John 
Nalilungwe Akapelwa, died in June. More 
than 10 detainees were hospitalized for ill­
nesses including tuberculosis, malaria and 
chest infections. Some detainees contin­
ued to suffer from ill health, including 
partial blindness and deafness, caused by 
their torture at the hands of police in 



1997. The health of Major Musonda 
Kangwa, who was tortured in 1 997, deteri­
orated when he was sent back to a prison 
cell just days after undergoing surgery in 
March. 

Some of those arrested in connection 
with the coup attempt appeared to be pris­
oners of conscience. At the end of Febru­
ary Frederick Mwanza, a journalist, and 
Priscilla Chisala Chimba, a secretary to 
Dean Mung'omba, were released without 
being tried after almost four months of de­
tention. In April journalist Dickson Jere 
was detained briefly in connection with 
his interview with Kenneth Kaunda 
shortly before the coup. In June, police de­
tained businessman Rajan Mahtani for 4 1  
days o n  charges o f  treason; the charges 
were withdrawn. 

Journalists continued to be threatened 
with arrest for exercising their right to 
freedom of expression. In January mem­
bers of parliament demanded the arrest of 
Fred M'membe, editor of The Post news­
paper, for describing parliament as "use­
less" in an editorial. In May staff at The 
Post were acquitted of contravening the 
State Security Act by publishing details of 
a cabinet plan to hold a referendum (see 
Amnesty International Report 1998). At 
the end of the year Masautso Phiri, former 
The Post editor, was still being tried for 
"conduct likely to cause a breach of the 
peace". He had been arrested in August 
1997 at a political rally in Kabwe for pho­
tographing police i ll-treating opposition 
party members (see Amnesty International 
Repolt 1998). By the end of the year, there 
Were up to 20 cases outstanding in which 
government-sponsored charges had been 
brought against journalists. 

Opposition politicians and human 
rights defenders also risked imprisonment 
for carrying out their legitimate, peaceful 
activities. In May police arrested ZDC poli­
tician Ruth Emelio for allegedly conduct­
ing herself in a manner likely to cause a 
breach of the peace. The arrest appeared 
to be politically motivated. Her trial had 
not started by the end of the year. 

Police also routinely and arbitrarily de­
tained criminal suspects' relatives to force 
the wanted person to surrender. In August 
police in Kasama city detained Joyce Mu­
sonda, the wife of a civil servant sus­
pected of stealing money. She and her 
one-and-a-half-year-old child were held 
for three nights in a police station. 

ZAMBIA 

Torture and ill-treatment by police offi­
cers remained widespread. There was an 
increase in the number of police officers 
prosecuted for torture, but in scores of 
cases those responsible for torture were 
not brought to justice. Between June 1 997 
and May 1 998 the Permanent Human 
Rights Commission received information 
about 73 cases of torture, ill-treatment and 
unlawful detention, including 1 7  deaths 
apparently at the hands of the police. In 
June, seven police officers were arrested 
for allegedly torturing to death Steward 
Mwantende. A Commission investigation 
had found that he died from beatings and 
burns they inflicted. The trial had not be­
gun by the end of the year. In February, 
police shot and killed Milupi Sitwala and 
wounded another man during an apparent 
altercation with a police constable in Li­
malunga village, near Mongu city in the 
Western Province. Police responded with 
indiscriminate beatings when angry vil­
lagers vandalized the police station. A 
dozen people were detained, including 
Masiye Lowendo and Sinaali Siseho who 
were allegedly beaten with a spanner, an 
axe, a metal gear shaft and batons. All 1 2  
were held incommunicado and denied 
food and medical treatment for four days. 
By August, one police constable involved 
was arrested on charges of murder. His 
trial started in October and was continuing 
at the end of the year. The allegations of 
torture were apparently not investigated. 

Dozens of bystanders and unarmed 
criminal suspects were shot and killed by 
police. In February police reportedly shot 
and killed Theo Mijoni and Felix and Syd­
ney Chitama as they stood unarmed be­
side a broken-down vehicle in the capital 
Lusaka. One officer was charged in Sep­
tember and the trial was continuing at the 
end of the year. In November police shot 
and killed eight men suspected of involve­
ment in the murder of former Finance 
Minister Ronald Penza. Among the vic­
tims were Jordan Kapomba, Ackim 
Mumba, White Daka and Chanda 
Chayafya, who was tortured and killed by 
police after being taken into custody. By 
the end of the year only one officer had 
been charged with the killings and no 
commanding officer had been disciplined 
or charged. 

Investigations into apparently unlawful 
shootings by police were flawed or non­
existent. In October the Permanent Human 
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Rights Commission suspended investiga­
tions into the August 1 997 police shooting 
that injured Kenneth Kaunda and Rodger 
Chongwe. Chairman of the Liberal Pro­
gressive Front. as they attempted to drive 
away from a rally in Kabwe city which 
was broken up by police (see Amnesty In­
ternational Report 1 998). 

More than 20 people were sentenced to 
death. including two police officers. for 
murder or aggravated robbery. More than 
150 prisoners remained on death row at 
the end of the year. An estimated 73 pris­
oners had their death sentences confirmed 
by the Supreme Court of Zambia. while 
another 79 were awaiting the outcome of 
their appeals. 

In March Amnesty International re­
leased a report. Zambia: Misrule of law ­
human rights in a state of emergency. de­
scribing the allegations of torture of those 
detained in connection with the 1 997 
coup attempt. It made a series of recom­
mendations. including the suspension of 
police officers alleged to have been in­
volved in the torture of detainees. pending 
a thorough. impartial investigation that 
resulted in those responsible being 
brought to justice; the condemnation of 
torture by President Frederick Chiluba 
and other senior officials; and legal re­
forms to break what appeared to be a pat­
tern of torture. The organization also 
called for the powers of the Permanent 
Human Rights Commission to be strength­
ened. In May Amnesty International wrote 
to the authorities. welcoming the gov­
ernment's concern about torture and ill­
treatment but stating that more training for 
police officers was not enough. 

In September the organization ex­
pressed concern that arrests solely for ad­
vocating equal rights for lesbians and gays 
would be in contravention of international 
human rights standards. 

In October Amnesty International 
brought a complaint to the African Com­
mission on Human and Peoples' Rights on 
behalf of William Banda. an opposition 
politican who had been forcibly exiled to 
Malawi in 1 994 (see Amnesty Interna­
tional Report 1998). 

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna­
tional called on the authorities to drop 
government-initiated criminal charges 
against journalists that appeared designed 
to imprison journalists for exercising their 
right to freedom of expression. 

ZIMBABWE 

A gay rights activist was arrested because 
of his human rights work. The security 
forces ill-treated citizens, killing at least 
10 people during and after demonstra­
tions and rioting. Two prisoners were 
executed and more than five were sen­
tenced to death. Police assaulted at least 
50 refugees. 

In January there were demonstrations 
and riots over food price rises. and civic 
society groups launched a forum to dis­
cuss constitutional reform. In March trade 
unions organized a nationwide strike 
against tax and price rises for staple foods. 
The authorities declared the action illegal. 
threatened reprisals and ordered state-run 
news media not to report on union activ­
ities. There were further strikes in No­
vember. A temporary ban was decreed in 
November to prevent trade unions and 
employees' organizations from inciting or 
participating in mass strikes against gov­
ernment policies. By the end of the year. 
human rights organizations and trade 
unions had challenged the constitutional­
ity of the ban in court. 

Student demonstrations against corrup­
tion and for greater state assistance began 
in March and led to clashes on and off 
campus. The University of Zimbabwe and 
Harare Polytechnic were closed indefi­
nitely in June. Student protests continued 
nationwide in July and August. 

In February members of the ruling Zim­
babwe African National Union-Patriotic 
Front (ZANU-PF) party threw a petrol bomb 
at opposition member of parliament Mar­
garet Dongo. who escaped injury. police 



failed to investigate immediately, but later 
arrested four ZANU-PF supporters. It 
emerged in April that two police officers 
who failed to intervene in the June 1 997 
assault by ZANU-PF supporters against Fi­
delis Mhashu, an opposition mayoral can­
didate, had been suspended. 

In March, the UN Human Rights Com­
mittee expressed concern about Zim­
babwe's discrimination against homo­
sexuals and reports of the excessive use of 
force by the security forces during the Jan­
uary food riots. In April President Robert 
Mugabe attacked the World Council of 
Churches for allowing homosexuals to at­
tend their general assembly in Harare, 
and in May he said that the Constitution 
guaranteed freedom, "except for gays".  

The government sent 1 0,000 Zimbab­
wean troops to the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (ORC) to assist President Laurent­
Desire Kabila from April onwards. Zim­
babwean warplanes reportedly bombed ci­
vilian targets and Zimbabwean troops 
killed civilians during indiscriminate 
shelling in an intervention that faced 
growing opposition inside Zimbabwe. 
(See DRC entry.) In October, a police ser­
geant was reportedly arrested for criticiz­
ing Zimbabwe's involvement in the ORC. 

Gay rights activist Keith Goddard of 
Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe was ar­
rested in June and charged with commit­
ting forcible sodomy at gunpoint, 
apparently to curb his legitimate human 
rights activities. He faced up to seven 
years' imprisonment if convicted. He re­
mained at l iberty, pending appeal. In July 
a Catholic priest in Bulawayo was sen­
tenced to 10 months' imprisonment, half 
of which was suspended, after being con­
victed of consensual sodomy. He was a 
prisoner of conscience. 

At least 20 people were shot by the po­
lice and army and at least nine fatally in­
jured, after demonstrations that began on 
19 January in Harare developed into riot­
ing and spread across the country. On 20 
January the army was deployed with or­
ders to shoot to kill .  Afterwards, the army 
with police support assaulted residents of 
townships around Harare and threw tear 
gas into homes. Almost 1 ,000 people were 
detained without bail, creating dangerous 
overcrowding in jails and remand centres. 
Some detainees were beaten and ill­
treated in custody. During protests in the 
eastern city of Mutare in November, police 

ZIMBABWE 

shot dead bystander Clever Gunda in what 
appeared to be an extrajudicial execution. 

Riot police blocked student demonstra­
tions using tear gas and batons, despite a 
court order allowing a demonstration to 
take place. In April police shot and injured 
student More-Memories Chawira during 
a non-violent demonstration at the Uni­
versity of Zimbabwe. Police authorities 
admitted that the police officer had over­
reacted and said that he faced criminal 
prosecution. 

Two men - Nyenyai Mudenge and 
George Chikwamure - were executed in 
April for murder. More than five people 
were sentenced to death during the year 
for murder and at least seven people had 
their death sentences confirmed by the 
Supreme Court. 

In August police beat at least 50 refu­
gees who staged a sit-in protest for several 
days at the Harare offices of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) . Many, 
including young children, were injured 
and required hospital treatment. Two of 
the refugees, whose grievances included 
lack of assistance and harassment by se­
curity agents, were reportedly arrested by 
the police, although the authorities denied 
this. No investigation into this incident 
was reported. 

In January Amnesty International con­
demned a statement by the Minister of 
Home Affairs that the army would shoot 
looters or "troublemakers",  and appealed 
to President Mugabe to ensure that human 
rights were not violated while the army 
and police restored order. In March Am­
nesty International and local human rights 
groups informed the UN Human Rights 
Committee of concerns in Zimbabwe. In 
July Amnesty International asked the au­
thorities to drop the charges against Keith 
Goddard. 

In September Amnesty International 
called upon President Mugabe, as chair of 
the Southern African Development Com­
munity (SADC) Organ on Politics, Defence 
and Security, to ensure that SADC member 
states involved in the conflict in the ORC 
adhered to international humanitarian 
standards. Amnesty International called 
on the SADC to halt any transfers of mili­
tary, security or police equipment to the 
conflicting parties that might contribute to 
further human rights violations. 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS 1 998 

DATE COUNTRY /TERRITORY PURPOSE 
January Tunisia Legal proceedings 

January/February Thailand Research on region 

February Albania Research 

Febn.ary/March Turkey Research 

February/March Bangladesh Research 

February/March Pacific States Research 

Fobruary/March Rwanda RcsearchlTalks with govern m nt 

February/March South Korea Talks with government 

February/Mar h Japan Talks with government 

February/March Philippines Research on region 

February/March Iran Intergovernmental meeting 

February/March Israel/Occupied Territories Research 

February/March Palestinian Authority Research 

March Australia Research 

March Guinea Legal proceedings 

March Cambodia Research 

March Federal RepubliC of Yugoslavia Research 

March Philippines Campaigning 

March Mali Talks with government/Legal proceedings 

March Egypt Research 

March Spain Talks with government 

March Tanzania Research/Talks with government 

March/April Brazil Research/Talks with government 

March/April Malaysia Research 

March/April USA Research on region 

March/April Kenya Research 

March/April Pakistan Research 

March/April Lebanon Research/Legal proceedings 

March/April Zimbabwe Research 

March/April Namibia Research 

March/April Romania Research 

April Zambia Research 

April Tunisia Legal proceedings 

April Canada Research on region � 
April Qatar ResearchlTalks with government/Legal proceedings z ,., 
April/May Burundi Research/Talks with government/Legal proceedings � 
April/May Singapore Legal proceedings � '" 
April/May France Research on region � 
April/May Israel/Occu pied Territorios Resear hlTalks with government � April/May Palestinian Authority R search/Talks with government '" 
April/May Argentina ResearchlTalks with government � 
May Chile Research 

'" -4 ... 
May Turkey Legal proceedings 10 :g 
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376 DATE COUNTRY /TERRITORY PURPOSE 
May Spain Talks with government 

May USA Research 

May Goorgia Research/Talks with government 

May Morocco Research 

May Germany Research 

May Croatia Research 

May Kenya Research on region 

May Uganda Research 

May Sierra Leone Research/Talks with government 

May/June Equatorial Guinea Resoarch/Talks with government 

May/June Morocco Talks with government 

May/June USA Research 

May/June Russian Federation Talks with government 

May/June Tanzania Research 

May/June Mozambique Research/Talks with government 

June Chad Research/Legal proceedings 

June Israel/Occupied Territories Research 

June Palestinian Authority Research 

June Hungary Research 

June Bangladesh Research 

June South Korea Research/Talks with government 

June Yugoslavia Research 

June Macedonia Research 

June Taiwan Talks with government 

June Finland Talks with government 

June/July Japan Research 

June/July Russian Federation Research/Campaigning 

June/July United Kingdom Legal proceedings 

July United Kingdom Research 

July Colombia Research 

July South Africa Research/Legal proceedings 

July Portugal Research on region 

July Philippines Intergovernmental meeting 

July/August Thailand Research on region 

July/August Cambodia Research 

July/August Republic of the Congo Research/Talks with government 

July/August Sierra Leone Legal proceedings 

s: July/August USA Research 
en July/August Cote d'lvoire Research on region ... 

� August Brazil Legal proceedings 

0:: August Croatia Campaigning 

� August COte d'lvoire Research on region 

� August Egypt Research 

� August Malaysia Legal proceedings 

August Turkey Research/Legal proceedings 
� September Kyrgyzstan Research !I! � September Kazakstan Research 
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September Hungary Research/Talks with government 

September Romania Research/Talks with government 

September Moxico Research 

September Zambia Research 

September Indonesia Research/Talks with government 

September South Korea Talks with government 

September/October Sri Lanka Research/Talks with government 

September/October Turkey Research/Legal proceedings 

September/October France Research 

September/October Yemen Research 

September/October Peru Research 

September/October USA Resoarch 

October Turkey Research on region 

October Somaliland Research/Talks with government 

October Djibouti Research 

October USA Talks with government/Campaign 

October Netherlands Research on region 

October Colombia Research 

October Ghana Research 

October Russian Federation Legal proceedings 

October Ethiopia Research/Talks with government 

October France Research on region 

October United Kingdom Research on region 

October China Intergovernmental meeting 

October Morocco Research 

October Lesotho ResearchlTalks with government 

October Sou th Africa ResearchlTalks with government 

October/Novembor Malaysia Research/Legal proceedings 

October/Novembor Swaziland Research 

November USA Research/Talks with government 

November Brazil Legal proceedings 

November Jordan Research on region 

November Senegal Research on region 

November Nepal Research/Talks with government 

November Malaysia Research/Legal proceedings 

November/December Brazil Research/Talks with government 

November/December Azerbaijan Research 

November/December Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Research � 
November/Decomber Bhutan Research/Talks with government "' 

fA 
November/December Lebanon Research/Legal proceedings ::i! 
NovemberlDecember Togo Research/Talks with government � 
NovemberlDecember Ghana Research on region � 
December Macedonia Research � December Jordan Research on region ;a 
Decembor France Research on region 

"' 
� 

December Zimbabwe Research 
;a � 
� 

December Russian Federation Research ID 
:8 
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APPENDIX IjAPPENDIX 11 

DATE COUNTRY /TERRITORY PURPOSE 
December France Legal proceedings 

December India Research on region 

Decemher Nepal Research on region 

December Philippines Research 

APPENDIX 11 

STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

As amended by the 23rd International Council, 
meeting in Cape Town, South Africa, 12 to 19 December 1997 

Articles 1 and 2 

Object and Mandate 
1 .  The object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is 

to contribute to the observance 
throughout the world of human rights 
as set out in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 

In pursuance of this object, and 
recognizing the obligation on each 
person to extend to others rights and 
freedoms equal to his or her own, 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts as its 
mandate: 

To promote awareness of and 
adherence to the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and other 
internationally recognized human 
rights instruments, the values 
enshrined in them, and the 
indivisibility and interdependence of 
all human rights and freedoms; 

To oppose grave violations of the rights 
of every person freely to hold and to 
express his or her convictions and to be 
free from discrimination, and of the 
right of every person to physical and 
mental integrity, and, in particular, to 
oppose by all appropriate means 
irrespective of political considerations: 

a) the imprisonment, detention or other 
physical restrictions imposed on any 
person by reason of his or her political, 

religious or other conscientiously held 
beliefs or by reason of his or her ethnic 
origin, sex, colour, language, national 
or social origin, economic status, birth 
or other status, provided that he or she 
has not used or advocated violence 
(hereinafter referred to as 'prisoners of 
conscience' ;  AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
shall work towards the release of and 
shall provide assistance to prisoners of 
conscience); 

b) the detention of any political prisoner 
without fair trial within a reasonable 
time or any trial procedures relating to 
such prisoners that do not conform to 
internationally recognized norms; 

c) the death penalty, and the torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment of prisoners 
or other detained or restricted 
persons, whether or not the persons 
affected have used or advocated 
violence; 

d) the extrajudicial execution of persons 
whether or not imprisoned, detained or 
restricted, and "disappearances",  
whether or not the persons affected 
have used or advocated violence. 

Methods 
2. In order to achieve the aforesaid object 

and mandate, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
shall :  



a) at all times make clear its impartiality 
as regards countries adhering to the 
different world political ideologies and 
groupings; 

b) promote as appears appropriate the 
adoption of constitutions. conventions. 
treaties and other measures which 
guarantee the rights contained in the 
provisions referred to in Article 1 
hereof; 

c) support and publicize the activities of 
and cooperate with international 
organizations and agencies which work 
for the implementation of the aforesaid 
provisions; 

d) take all necessary steps to establish an 
effective organization of sections. 
affiliated groups and individual 
members; 

e) secure the adoption by groups of 
members or supporters of individual 
prisoners of conscience or entrust to 
such groups other tasks in support of 
the object and mandate set out in 
Article 1 ;  

f) provide financial and other relief to 
prisoners of conscience and their 
dependants and to persons who have 
lately been prisoners of conscience or 
who might reasonably be expected to 
be prisoners of conscience or to become 
prisoners of conscience if convicted or 
if they were to return to their own 
countries, to the dependants of such 
persons and to victims of torture in 
need of medical care as a direct result 
thereof; 

g) provide legal aid. where necessary and 
possible. to prisoners of conscience and 
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to persons who might reasonably be 
expected to be prisoners of conscience 
or to become prisoners of conscience if 
convicted or if they were to return to 
their own countries. and. where 
desirable, send observers to attend the 
trials of such persons; 

h) publicize the cases of prisoners of 
conscience or persons who have 
otherwise been subjected to disabilities 
in violation of the aforesaid provisions; 

i) investigate and publicize the 
disappearance of persons where there 
is reason to believe that they may be 
victims of violations of the rights set 
out in Article 1 hereof; 

j) oppose the sending of persons from one 
country to another where they can 
reasonably be expected to become 
prisoners of conscience or to face 
torture or the death penalty; 

k) send investigators. where appropriate. 
to investigate allegations that the rights 
of individuals under the aforesaid 
provisions have been violated or 
threatened; 

1) make representations to international 
organizations and to governments 
whenever it appears that an individual 
is a prisoner of conscience or has 
otherwise been subjected to disabilities 
in violation of the aforesaid provisions; 

m) promote and support the granting of 
general amnesties of which the 
beneficiaries will include prisoners of 
conscience; 

n) adopt any other appropriate methods 
for the securing of its object and 
mandate. 
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APPENDIX III 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
AROUND THE WORLD 

In 1 998 there were more than 7 ,500 Am­
nesty International groups, including 
local groups, youth or student groups and 
professional groups, in more than 90 
countries and territories throughout the 
world. In 55 countries and territories 
these groups are coordinated by sections, 
whose addresses are given below. There 

are individual members, supporters and 
recipients of Amnesty International in­
formation (such as the bimonthly Am­
nesty International News) in over 140 
countries and territories. Amnesty Inter­
national information is also available on 
the Internet on more than 250 web sites 
worldwide. 

Algeria: 

SECTION ADDRESSES 
Benin: 

Amnesty International, 
Section Algerienne, 
BP 377 Alger, 
RP 16004 

Argentina: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
Secci6n Argentina, 
Av. Rivadavia 2206 - P4 A, 
1034 Ciudad de Buenos Aires 

Australia: 
Amnesty International, 
Australian Section, 
Private Bag 23, Broadway, 
New South Wales 2007 

Austria: 
Amnesty International, 
Austrian Section, 
Moeringstrasse 10/1 Stock, 
A-1 1 50,  Wien 

Bangladesh: 
Amnosty International , 
Bangladesh Section, 
28 Kabi Jasimuddin Road, 1st Floor 
Kamalapur, 
Dhaka - 1 2 1 7  

Belgium: 
Amnesty International, 
Belgian Section (AI Vlaanderen), 
Kerkstraat 156,  
2060 Antwerpen 

Amnesty International, 
Section beige (francophone), 
Rue Berckmans 9, 
1060 Bruxelles 

Amnesty International, 
BP 01-3536, 
Cotonou 

Bermuda: 
Amnesty International, 
Bermuda Section, 
PO Box HM 2136,  
Hamilton HM JX 

Brazil: 
Anistia Internacional, 
Rua Jacinto Gomes 573,  
CEP 90040-270, 
Porto Alegre - RS 

Canada: 
Amnesty International, 
Canadian Section, 

(English-speaking branch), 
214 Montreal Rd, 4th Floor, 
Vanier, Ontario, KIL lA4 

Amnistie Internationale, 
Section canadienne francophone, 
6250 boulevard Monk, 
Montreal, 
Quebec H4E 3H7 

Chile: 
Senores, 
Casilla 4062 , 
Santiago 

Costa Rica: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
De la Cas a Italia, 
100 Sur, 300 Este, 
50 Sur, Yoses Sur, 
San Jose 



Cote d'Ivoire: 
Amnesty International, 
Section ivoirienne, 
04 BP 895, 
Abidjan 

Denmark: 
Amnesty International, 
Danish Section, 
Dyrkoeb 3 ,  
1 1 66 Copenhagen K 

Ecuador: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
Secci6n Ecuatoriana, 
Casilla 1 7-1 5-240-C, 
Quito 

Faroe Islands: 
Amnesty International, 
Faroe Islands Section, 
PO Box 1 075, FR-110 ,  
T6rshavn 

Finland: 
Amnesty International, 
Finnish Section, 
Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D, 
00180 Helsinki 

France: 
Amnesty International, 
Section franc;:aise, 
4, rue de la Pierre Levee, 
75553 Paris, Cedex 1 1  

Germany: 
Amnesty International , 
German Section, 
53108 Bonn 

Ghana: 
Amnesty International, 
Ghanaian Section, 
Private Mail Bag, 
I<okomlemle, 
Accra - North 

Greece: 
Amnesty International, 
Greek Section, 
30 Sina Street, 
106 72 Athens 

Guyana: 
Amnesty International, 
Guyana Section, 
clo PO Box 1 0720, 
Palm Court Building, 
35 Main Street, 
Georgetown 
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Hong Kong: 381 
Amnesty International, 
Hong Kong Section, 
Unit C 3/F, 

Best-a-Best Commercial Centre, 
32-36 Ferry Street, 
Kowloon 

Iceland: 
Amnesty International, 
Icelandic Section, 
po Box 618,  
121  Reykjavik 

Ireland: 
Amnesty International. 
Irish Section, 
Sean MacBride House, 
48 Fleet Street, 
Dublin 2 

Israel: 
Amnesty International, 
Israel Section, 
PO Box 14179, 
Tel Aviv 61141  

Italy: 
Amnesty International, 
Italian Section, 
Via Giovanni Battista De Rossi 10, 
00161 Roma 

Japan: 
Amnesty International, 
Japanese Section, 
Sky Esta 2f, 
2-18-23 Nishi Waseda, 
Shinjuku-ku, 
Tokyo 1 69 

Korea (Republic of): 
Amnesty International, 
Kyeong Buk RCO Box 36, 
706-600 Daegu 

� z m 
Luxembourg: en 

� 
Amnesty International, � Luxembourg Section, :a 
Boite Postale 1914,  � 1019 Luxembourg 0 

� 
:a 

Mauritius: m 
Amnesty International, � -i 
Mauritius Section, .... 

BP 69 Rose-Hill :8 
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382 Mexico: Senegal: 
Secci6n Mexicana Amnesty International, 

de Amnistfa Internacional, Section Senegalaise, 
Calle Patricio Sanz No. 1 1 04 Depto. 8, BP 2 1 910, 
Col.  del Valle, Dakar 
CP 03 100, 
Mexico DF Sierra Leone: 

Nepal: 
Amnesty International, 
Sierra Leone Se tion, 

Amnesty International, PMB 102 1 ,  
Nepalese Section, Freetown 
PO Box 1 35,  Bagbazar, 
Kathmandu Slovenia: 

Netherlands: 
Amnesty International, 

Amnesty International .  
Komenskega 7 ,  

Dutch Section, 
1000 Ljubljana 

Keizersgracht 620, Spain: 
1017  ER Amsterdam Amnesty International, 

New Zealand: Sccci6n Espanola, 

Amnesty International, PO Box 50318, 

New Zealand Section, 28080, Madrid 

PO Box 793, 
Sweden: Wellington Amnesty International, 

Nigeria: Swedish Section, 
Amnesty International, PO Box 23400, 
Nigerian Section, S-104 35 Stockholm 
PMB 306 1 ,  Suru-Lere, 

Switzerland: Lagos 
Amnesty International, 

Norway: Swiss Section, 
Amnesty International, Postfach, 
Norwegian Section, CH-3001 , Bern 
PO Box 702 Sentrum, 
0106 Oslo Taiwan: 

Peru: 
Amnesty International, 
Room 525,  N° 2, Section 1 ,  

Senores, Chung-shan North Road, 
Casilla 659, 100 Taipei 
Lima 18 

Philippines: Tanzania: 

Amnesty International, Amnesty International, 

Philippines Section, Tanzanian Section, 

PO Box 286, Sta Mesa Post Office, PO Box 4331 ,  

1008 Sta Mesa, Dar es Salaam 

Manila Togo: 

� Portugal: Amnesty International, 
.... Togo Section, IX Amnistia Internacional, 

g SecIYao Portuguesa, CCNP, 
ac: Rua Fialho de Almeida, N° 13 ,  lD, BP 20013,  

I 
1070 Lisboa Lome 

Puerto Rico: Tunisia: 
ac: Amnistfa Internacional, Amnesty International, E Secci6n de Puerto Rico, Section Tunisienne, 
� Calle El Roble ND 54-Altos, 67 rue Oum Kalthoum, 

I Oficina 1 1 ,  Rio Piedras, 3eme etage, Escalier B, 
Puerto Rico 00925 1000 Tunis 
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United Kingdom: 
Amnesty International, 
United Kingdom Section, 
99-119  Rosebery Avenue, 
London EC1R 4RE 

United States of America: 
Amnesty International of the USA 

(AIUSA), 
322 8th Ave, 
New York, NY 10001 

Uruguay: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
Secci6n Uruguaya, 
Tristan Narvaja 1624, Apto 1 ,  
CP 1 1200 Montevideo 

Venezuela: 
Amnistfa Internacional, 
Secci6n Venezolana, 
Apartado Postal 5 1 10,  
Carmelitas 101O-A, 
Caracas 

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS 
BUT WHERE LOCAL AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS EXIST 

OR ARE BEING FORMED 

Albania Egypt Palestinian Authority/ 
Aruba Gambia Israeli Occupied 
Azerbaijan Grenada Territories 
Bahamas Hungary Paraguay 
Barbados Jamaica Poland 
Belarus Jordan Romania 
Bolivia Kazakstan Russian Federation 
Botswana Kuwait Slovakia 
Burkina Faso Macao South Africa 
Cameroon Malaysia Thailand 
Chad Mali Turkey 
Croatia Malta Ukraine 
Curac;:ao Moldova Yemen 
Cyprus Mongolia Zambia 
Czech Republic Morocco Zimbabwe 
Dominican Republic Pakistan 

APPENDIX IV 

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Colm 6 CuanacMin/Ireland 
Mary Gray/United States of America 

Habiba Hasan/Pakistan 
Menno Kamminga/Netherlands 
Robin RickardlUnited Kingdom 

Mahmoud Ben Romdhane/Tunisia 
Cristina Sganga/International Secretariat 

Susan Waltz/United States of America 
Samuel Zan Akologo/Ghana 
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APPENDIX V 

SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 
States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not 
yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat 
the object and purpose of the treaty. 

Armenia 

Austria 

Bahamas 

1nternational 
Covenant on 
Civil and 
Political Rights 
OCCPR) 

Optional 
Protocol 
to the 
ICCPR 

(AT 31 DECEMBER 1998) 

Second 
Optional 
Protocol to the 
ICCPR. aiming 
at the abolition 
of the 
death penalty 

International 
Covenant on 
Economic. 
Social 
and Cultural 
Rights 

x 

x 

Convention 
against Torture 
and Other 
Cruel. Inhuman 
or Degrading 
Treatment or 
Punishment 

x 

x 

x 

Convention 
relating to the 
Status of 
Refugees 
(1951) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Protocol 
relating to the 
Status of 
Refugees 
(1967) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Convention 
on the 
Elimination of 
All Forms of 
Discrimination 
against Women 

x 

x 

� m Z o 
>< 
< 



International Optional Second International Convention Convention Protocol Convention 

Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant OD against Torture relating to the relating to tbe on the 

Civil and to the Protocol to the Economic. and Other Status of Status of Elimination of 

Political Rights ICCPR ICCPR. aiming Social Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of 

(ICCPR) at the abolition and Cui tural or Degrading (1951) (1967) Discrimination 

of the Rights Treatment or against Women 

death penalty Punishment 

Belgium x x X* x 

Benin x x x x x x x 

Bolivia x x x s x x x 

Botswana x x x 

Brunei Darussalam 

Burkina Faso x x x 

Cambodia x x x 

Canada x x x x(22) x x 

Central African Republic x x x x x 

Chile x x 

,. 
Colombia x x x x x x x x " " m Z c 
Congo (Democratic Republic of the) x x x x x x x >< 

< 
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Costa Rica 

Georgia 

International 
Covenant on 
Civil and 
Political Rights 
(ICXJ'R) 

x 

x 

Optional 
Protocol 
to the 
ICXJ'R 

x 

x 

x 

Second International Convention Convention Protocol Convention 
Optional Covenant OD against Torture relating to the relating to the on the 
Protocol to the Economic, and Other Status of Status of Elimination of 
ICCPR, aiming Social Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of 
at the abolition and Cultural or Degrading (1951) (1967) Discrimination 
of the Rights Treatment or against Women 
death penalty Punishment 

• ' .  - ' ," , .,. . .... .,. l- • •  

x* x x x x x 

x x x 

x x x(22) x 

x x x 

� 
;R z o 
X 
< 



International Optional Second International 

Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant on 

Civil and to the Protocol to the Economic, 

Political Rights ICCPR [CCPR, aiming Social 

(ICCPR) at the abolition and Cultural 

of the Rights 

death penalty 

Ghana 

Grenada x x 

Kazakstan 

6661 1l1Odlll lVNOUYNII3lN1 AJ.SlNMt 

Convention Convention 
against Torture relating to the 
and Other Status of 
Cruel, Inhuman Refugees 
or Degrading (1951) 
Treatment or 
Punishment 

x 

Protocol Convention 
relating to the on the 
Status of Elimination of 
Refugees All Forms of 
(1967) Discrimination 

against Women 

x 

w 
00 
..... 

i z o 
)( 
< 
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Lesotho 

Lithuania 

Maldives 

Mauritania 

international 
Covenant OD 
Ci\�l and 
Political Rights 
(ICCPR) 

x 

Optional 
Protocol 
to the 
ICCPR 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Second International 
Optional Covenant on 
Protocol to the Economic. 
ICCPR. aiming Social 
at the abolition and Cultural 
of the Rights 
death penalty 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

Convention Convention 
against Torture relating to the 
and Other Status of 
Cruel. Inhuman Refugees 
or Degrading (1951) 
Treatment or 
Punishment 

x x 

x x 

x x 

x 

x(22) x 

x 

Protocol 
relating to the 
Status of 
Refugees 
(1967) 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

Convention 
on the 
Elimination of 
All Forms of 
Discrimination 
against Women 

x 

x 

x 

w 
00 
00 



International Optional Second International 

Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant on 

Civil and to the Protocol to the Economic. 

Political Rights ICCPR lCCPR. aiming Social 

[ICCPR) at the abolition and Cultural 
of the Rights 
death penalty 

Mozambique x x 

Namibia x x x x 

New ZealaIId 

Paraguay x x x 

6661 1l1Od311 lYNOUVN1I3lNI AlS3NWV 

Convention Convention 
against Torture relating to the 
and Other Status of 
Cruel. Inhuman Refugees 
or Degrading (1951) 
Treatment or 
Punishment 

x 

x x 

x x 

Protocol 
relating to the 
Status of 
Refugees 
(1967) 

x 

x 

Convention 
on the 
Elimination of 
All Forms of 
Discrimination 
against \Vomen 

x 

x 

x 

� 
� z c 
>< 
< 



AMNESTY INTERNATIONAl REPORT 1999 

Portugal 

Romania 

Rwanda 

Saint Lucia 

South Africa 

International 
Covenant on 
Civil and 
Political Rights 
(ICCPR) 

x 

x 

x 

x* 

Optional 
Protocol 
to the 
ICCPR 

x 

x 

Second International Convention Convention Protocol Convention 

Optional Covenant on against Torture relating to the relating to the on the 

Protocol to the Economic. and Other Status of Status of Elintination of 

ICCPR, aiming Social Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of 

at the abolition and Cultural or Degrading (1951) (1967) Discrimination 

of the Rights Treatment or against Women 

death penalty Punishment 

x 

x 

x 

x x x x 
, • v ., ... . ' .... y"', 

,. • c .  -;. ' 1- .  
x x x x x 

x x x x 

x 

x x x 

S x*(22) x x x 

� 
riI z o 
X 
< 



Intern.tional Optional Second International Convention Convention Protocol Convention 

Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant OD against Torture .... I.ting to the rel.ting to the on the 

Civil and to the Protocol to the Economic. and Other Status of Status of Elimination of 

Political Rights [CCPR [CCPR, aiming Social Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of 

(lCCPR) at the abolition and Cultural or Degrading (1951) (1967) Discrimination 

of the Rights Treabnent or against Women 

death penalty Punishment 

Syrian Arab Republic x x 

Tanzania x x x x x 

Toga x x x x(22) x x 

Trinidad and Tobago x x x x 

x(22) x x x 

x x x 

> � 
x x x � '" Z c 

Uruguay x x x x x(22) x x x 
X 
< 
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International Optional Second International 
Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant on 
Civil and to the Protocol to the Economic, 
Political Rights lCCPR ICCPR, aiming Social 
(ICCPR) at the abolition and Cultural 

of the Rights 
death penalty 

Vanuatu 

Viet Nam x x 

Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of) x S x 

Zimbabwe x x 

s - denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified 
x 
* 

denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession 
denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1998 

Convention Convention Protocol Convention 
against Torture relating to the relating to the on the 
and Other Status of Status of Elimination of 
Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of 
or Degrad ing (1951) (1967) Discrimination 
Treatment or against \Vomen 
Punishment 

x 

x x 

x x x 

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of 
violations of the Convention 

W CD N 

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to 
examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if 
warranted 

> "lI "lI m Z C 
X 
< 



APPENDIX VI 

SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES 

(AT 31 DECEMBER 1998) 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (1981)  

x denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAU at the end of 1998. 
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 

American Protocol to the 
Convention on American 
Human Rights Convention on 
( 1969) Human Rights 

to Abolish the 
Death Penalty 
(1 990) 

Argentina x (62) 

Barbados x 

x (62) 

I,  

x (62) 

, I, x 

x 
d. ' I  X 

x (62) 

x (62) 

x 
(1l2) 

x 
1 ' 

x (62) s 

x (62) 

I, 

x (62) x 
(h2) 

s denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified 

Inter-American 
Convention to 
Prevent and 
Punish Torture 
( 1 985) 

x 

s 

S 

X 

x 

x 

s 

s 

x 

x 

x 

Inter-American 
Convention on 
Forced 
Disappearance 
of Persons 
(1994) 

x denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession 
(62) denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation 
or application of the American Convention) 

This chart lists countries which were members of the OAS at the end of 1 998. 



. ItlOn 

� I J J I 
United Kingdom 

European 
Convention 
for the 
Protection of 
Human 
Right. and 
Fundamenta1 
Freedoms 
(1950) 

x 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
Article 25 Article 46 

x x 

x x 

s 
x 

denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified 

Protocol 
No. 6* 

APPENDIX VI 

European 
Convention for 
the Prevention 
of Torture and 
Inhuman or 
Degrading 
Treatment or 
Punishment 
(1987) 

x 

x 

Article 25 
denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession 
denotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedom., recognizing the competence of the European Commission of Human 
Rights to consider individual complaints of violations of the Convention 

Article 46 denotes Doclaration under Article 46 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms, recognizing as compulsory the jurisdiction of the European Court of 
Human Rights in all matters concerning interpretation and appl ication of the European Convention 

• Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
concerning the abolition of the death penalty ( 1983) 

Tbis chart lists countries wbich were members of tbe Council of Europe at the end of 1998. 
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United Nations 
Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of 

Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote 
and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights 

and Fundamental Freedoms 

The Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of 
Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms (also known as Declaration on Human Rights Defenders) was adopted by the 
UN General Assembly in December 1 998. It took 1 3  years of painstaking negotiations to 
agree the rights of human rights defenders; the Declaration represents the minimum ac­
ceptable standard. The next step is to build on the Declaration and ensure its effective 
implementation. 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the importance of the 
observance of the purposes and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations for the 
promotion and protection of all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms for all 
persons in all countries of the world, 

Reaffirming also the importance of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the International Covenants on Human 
Rights as basic elements of international 
efforts to promote universal respect for and 
observance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms and the importance 
of other human rights instruments adopted 
within the United Nations system, as well 
as those at the regional level, 

Stressing that all members of the 
international community shall fulfil, 
jointly and separately, their solemn 
obligation to promote and encourage 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction of any 
kind, including distinctions based on race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status, and 
reaffirming the particular importance of 
achieving international cooperation to 
fulfil this obligation according to the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Acknowledging the important role of 
international cooperation for and the 
valuable work of individuals, groups and 
associations in contributing to the 

effective elimination of all violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of peoples and individuals, including in 
relation to mass, flagrant or systematic 
violations such as those resulting from 
apartheid, all forms of racial 
discrimination, colonialism, foreign 
domination or occupation, aggression or 
threats to national sovereignty, national 
unity or territorial integrity, and from the 
refusal to recognize the right of peoples to 
self-determination and the right of every 
people to exercise full sovereignty over its 
wealth and natural resources, 

Recognizing the relationship between 
international peace and security and the 
enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, and mindful that 
the absence of international peace and 
security does not excuse non-compliance, 

Reiterating that all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms are universal ,  
indivisible and interdependent and 
interrelated, and should be promoted and 
implemented in a fair and equitable 
manner, without prejudice to the 
implementation of each of those rights 
and freedoms, 

Stressing that the primary responsibility 
and duty to promote and protect human 
rights and fundamental freedoms lie with 
the State, 

Recognizing the right and the responsibil­
ity of individuals, groups and associations 
to promote respect for, and foster 



knowledge of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms at the national and 
international levels, 

Declares: 

Article 1 
Everyone has the right, individually and in 
association with others, to promote and to 
strive for the protection and realization of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms at 
the national and international levels. 

Article 2 
1 .  Each State has a prime responsibility 

and duty to protect, promote and 
implement all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by 
adopting such steps as may be 
necessary to create all conditions 
necessary in the social, economic and 
political as well as other fields and the 
legal guarantees required to ensure 
that all persons under its jurisdiction, 
individually and in association with 
others, are able to enjoy all those rights 
and freedoms in practice. 

2.  Each State shall adopt such legislative, 
administrative and other steps as may 
be necessary to ensure that the rights 
and freedoms referred to in the present 
Declaration are effectively guaranteed. 

Article 3 
Domestic law consistent with the Charter 
of the United Nations and other 
international obligations of the State in the 
field of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms is the juridical framework within 
which human rights and fundamental 
freedoms should be implemented and 
enjoyed, and within which all activities 
referred to in the present Declaration for 
the promotion, protection and effective 
realization of those rights and freedoms 
should be conducted. 

Article 4 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall 
be construed as impairing or contradicting 
the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations or as restricting or 
derogating from the provisions of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the International Covenants on Human 
Rights and other international instruments 
and commitments applicable in this field. 

APPENDIX VII 

Article 5 
For the purpose of promoting and 
protecting human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, everyone has the right, 
individually and in association with 
others, at the national and international 
levels: 

(a) To meet or assemble peacefully; 

(b) To form, join and participate in 
non-governmental organizations, 
associations or groups; 

(c) To communicate with non­
governmental or intergovernmental 
organizations. 

Article 6 
Everyone has the right, individually and 
in association with others: 

(a) To know, seek. obtain, receive and 
hold information about all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including having access to 
information as to how those rights 
and freedoms are given effect in 
domestic legislative, judicial or 
administrative systems; 

(b) As provided in human rights and 
other applicable international 
instruments, freely to publish, 
impart or disseminate to others 
views, information and knowledge 
of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

(c) To study, discuss, form and hold 
opinions on the observance, both 
in law and in practice, of all 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and, through these and 
other appropriate means, to draw 
public attention to those matters. 

Article 7 
Everyone has the right, individually and 
in association with others, to develop and 
discuss new human rights ideas and 
principles, and to advocate their 
acceptance. 

Article 8 
1 .  Everyone has the right, individually 

and in association with others, to 
have effective access, on a non-
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discriminatory basis, to participation 
in the government of his or her 
country and in the conduct of public 
affairs. 

2.  This includes, inter alia, the right, 
individually and in association with 
others, to submit to governmental 
bodies and agencies and organizations 
concerned with public affairs, 
criticism and proposals for improving 
their functioning and to draw attention 
to any aspect of their work that may 
hinder or impede the promotion, 
protection and realization of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 

Article 9 
1 .  In the exercise of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, including the 
promotion and protection of human 
rights as referred to in the present 
Declaration, everyone has the right, 
individually and in association with 
others, to benefit from an effective 
remedy and to be protected in the 
event of the violation of those rights. 

2. To this end, everyone whose rights or 
freedoms are allegedly violated has the 
right, either in person or through 
legally authorized representation, to 
complain to and have that complaint 
promptly reviewed in a public hearing 
before an independent, impartial and 
competent judicial or other authority 
established by law, and to obtain from 
such an authority a decision, in 
accordance with law, providing 
redress, including any compensation 
due, where there has been a violation 
of that person's rights or freedoms, as 
well as enforcement of the eventual 
decision and award, all without undue 
delay. 

3. To the same end, everyone has the 
right, individually and in association 
with others, inter alia: 

(a) To complain about the policies 
and actions of individual officials 
and governmental bodies with 
regard to violations of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms 
by petition or other appropriate 
means to competent domestic 
judicial, administrative or 

legislative authorities or any other 
competent authority provided for 
by the legal system of the State, 
which should render their decision 
on the complaint without undue 
delay; 

(b) To attend public hearings, 
proceedings and trials, so as to 
form an opinion on their 
compliance with national law and 
applicable international 
obligations and commitments; 

(c) To offer and provide professionally 
qualified legal assistance or other 
relevant advice and assistance in 
defending human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

4. To the same end, and in accordance 
with applicable international 
instruments and procedures, everyone 
has the right, individually and in 
association with others, to unhindered 
access to and communication with 
international bodies with general or 
special competence to receive and 
consider communications on matters 
of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

5. The State shall conduct a prompt and 
impartial investigation or ensure that 
an inquiry takes place whenever there 
is reasonable ground to believe that a 
violation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms has occurred in 
any territory under its jurisdiction. 

Article 10 
No one shall participate, by act or failure 
to act where required, in violating human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, and no 
one shall be subjected to punishment or 
adverse action of any kind for refusing to 
do so. 

Article 1 1  
Everyone has the right, individually and 
in association with others, to the lawful 
exercise of his or her occupation or 
profession. Everyone who, as a result of 
his or her profession, can affect the human 
dignity, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of others should respect those 
rights and freedoms and comply with 
relevant national and international 



standards of occupational and 
professional conduct or ethics. 

Article 12  
1 .  Everyone has the right, individually 

and in association with others, to 
participate in peaceful activities 
against violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

2. The State shall take all necessary 
measures to ensure the protection by 
the competent authorities of everyone, 
individually and in association with 
others, against any violence, threats, 
retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse 
discrimination, pressure or any other 
arbitrary action as a consequence of his 
or her legitimate exercise of the rights 
referred to in the present Declaration. 

3. In this connection, everyone is entitled, 
individually and in association with 
others, to be effectively protected under 
national law in reacting against or 
opposing, through peaceful means, 
activities and acts, including those by 
omission, attributable to States that 
result in violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, as well as acts 
of violence perpetrated by groups or 
individuals that affect the enjoyment of 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

Article 13  
Everyone has the right, individually and 
in association with others, to solicit, 
receive and utilize resources for the 
express purpose of promoting and 
protecting human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, through peaceful means, in 
accordance with article 3 of the present 
Declaration. 

Article 14 
1 .  The State has the responsibility to  take 

legislative, judicial, administrative or 
other appropriate measures to promote 
the understanding by all persons under 
its jurisdiction of their civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights. 

2. Such measures shall include, inter alia: 

(a) The publication and widespread 
availability of national laws and 
regulations and of applicable basic 
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international human rights 
instruments; 

(b) Full and equal access to 
international documents in the 
field of human rights, including 
the State's periodic reports to the 
bodies established by the 
international human rights treaties 
to which it is a party, as well as the 
summary records of discussions 
and the official reports of these 
bodies. 

3. The State shall ensure and support, 
where appropriate, the creation and 
development of further independent 
national institutions for the promotion 
and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in all territory 
under its jurisdiction, whether they be 
ombudsmen, human rights 
commissions or any other form of 
national institution. 

Article 1 5  
The State has the responsibility to promote 
and facilitate the teaching of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms at all levels of 
education, and to ensure that all those 
responsible for training lawyers, law 
enforcement officers, the personnel of the 
armed forces and public officials include 
appropriate elements of human rights 
teaching in their training programme. 

Article 16 
Individuals, non-governmental 
organizations and relevant institutions 
have an important role to play in 
contributing to making the public more 
aware of questions relating to all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms through 
activities such as education, training and 
research in these areas to strengthen 
further, inter alia, understanding, 
tolerance, peace and friendly relations 
among nations and among all racial and 
religious groups, bearing in mind the 
various backgrounds of the societies and 
communities in which they carry out their 
activities. 

Article 1 7  
I n  the exercise o f  the rights and freedoms 
referred to in the present Declaration, 
everyone, acting individually and in 
association with others, shall be subject 
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400 only to such limitations as are in 
accordance with applicable international 
obligations and are determined by law 
solely for the purpose of securing due 
recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just 
requirements of morality, public order and 
the general welfare in a democratic society. 

Article 18 
1 .  Everyone has duties towards and 

within the community in which alone 
the free and full development of his or 
her personality is possible. 

2.  Individuals, groups, institutions and 
non-governmental organizations have 
an important role to play and a 
responsibility in safeguarding 
democracy, promoting human rights 
and fundamental freedoms and 
contributing to the promotion and 
advancement of democratic societies, 
institutions and processes. 

3. Likewise, they have an important role 
and a responsibility in contributing, as 

appropriate, to the promotion of the 
right of everyone to a social and 
international order in which the rights 
and freedoms set forth in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other 
human rights instruments can be fully 
realized. 

Article 19 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall 
be interpreted as implying for any 
individual, group or organ of society or 
any State the right to engage in any 
activity or to perform any act aimed at 
the destruction of the rights and 
freedoms referred to in the present 
Declaration. 

Article 20 
Nothing in the present Declaration shall 
be interpreted as permitting States to 
support and promote activities of 
individuals, groups of individuals, 
institutions or non-governmental 
organizations contrary to the provisions of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 
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Paris Declaration 

by the Human Rights Defenders Summit, 
10 December 1998 

APPENDIX VIII 

The Paris Declaration was adopted by the Human Rights Defenders Summit on 10 
December 1 998, the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
Summit, held in Paris at the Palais de ChaiIJot, was organized jointly by four non-govern­
mental organizations - Amnesty International, the Federation Internotionale des Ligues 
des Droits de I 'Homme (International Federation of Human Rights Leagues), France U­
berMs and ATV Quart-Monde - and brought together 350 human rights defenders from 
over 100 countries. 

We, human rights defenders, nations",  and establishes, for the 
present and the future, principles 

1 .  Are gathered as a World Summit of essential for living in society with 
human rights defenders on the respect for human dignity; and that, 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of as such, the Universal Declaration 
the Universal Declaration of Human constitutes an indisputable moral 
Rights at the Palais de Chaillot, a 

I 
and legal reference; 

place of symbolic importance where 
this Declaration was adopted on 6. We are witnesses to the fact that in 
10 December 1 948 by the Member the fifty years since the adoption of 
States of the United Nations; the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, " disregard and contempt for 
2. We are committed in our daily lives human rights" remain the everyday 

to make a reality of the high reality in which many people 
aspirations of the Universal continue to live and that human 
Declaration of Human Rights for all rights violations take on increasingly 
people throughout the world of all varied and complex forms, involving 
the rights guaranteed by the a growing number of actors, 
international and regional particularly economic actors, in the 
instruments for the protection of context of globalization; 
human rights; 

7. We affirm that: 
3. We insist that human rights are 

universal, indivisible and 7.1 it is the responsibility of States to 
inalienable and represent the ensure the realization of all human 
birthright of all  men, women and rights enshrined in the Universal 
children and the common legacy of Declaration of Human Rights and 
humanity which binds us and future other international and regional 
generations; human rights instruments, 

4. We welcome the fact that, in the last 7.2 human rights are the concern of the 
fifty years, the increasing number of international community as 
organizations and individuals who recognized in the Vienna Declaration 
defend human rights has opened up and Plan of Action and it is the 
new possibilities for action and responsibili ty of all in that 
considerably strengthened the community, intergovernmental 
influence of human rights defenders organizations, financial institutions, 
at national and international levels; multinational corporations and 

private business, to contribute to 
5. We believe that the Universal their realization, 

Declaration of Human Rights 
represents "a common standard of 7.3 it is the right of any individual to 
achievement for all peoples and all protect and promote the human 
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402 rights enshrined in the Universal human rights are respected for all. the 
Declaration of Human Rights and peace and security for which we all 
other international and regional strive will remain unattainable; 
human rights instruments. in 
conformity with them; 13.  We invite all  people. individually or 

collectively. to contribute to the 
8. We denounce the growing disparity realization of the rights guaranteed 

between the often dramatic reality of by the Universal Declaration of 
human rights violations in many Human Rights and other 
countries and the rhetorical speeches international and regional 
made by those same States to support instruments. as proclaimed in 
their international image; particular in the Declaration for the 

protection of human rights defenders 
9. We denounce the attempts by certain adopted by the United Nations; 

States to justify or excuse human 
rights violations in the name of 14. We deplore the fact that the increase 
cultural. religious or historical in the number and influence of 
specificity. or of particular or national human rights defenders in the world 
security interests; and by has been accompanied by a 
misleadingly setting civil and development and systematisation of 
political rights against economic. repressive measures and practices 
social and cultural rights and the right used against them; 
to development; or. on the contrary. 
by denying the value of the latter; 15.  We deplore the fact that in some 

countries. those systematic measures 
10. We denounce economic and social of repression are such that women 

insecurity. which in its most serious and men have no means of 
and persistent forms leads to extreme promoting and protecting human 
poverty and exclusion. and rights and fundamental freedoms at a 
constitutes a violation of human national level; 
rights; we stress that those who are 
subject to conditions of extreme 16. We denounce in particular the fact 
poverty are among the principal that human rights defenders are a 
victims of the full range of human target of those whose regimes and 
rights abuses and that the fforts they practices they condemn; and that. 
expend in their daily struggle to stay because of their commitment. they 
alive place them among human rights are among the victims of summary 
defenders; executions. enforced disappearances. 

torture. arbitrary detention. 
1 1 .  We denounce the failure o f  states to violations of the right to a fair trial. 

address impunity which constitutes freedom of opinion. expression. 
one of the main obstacle to the full  association. assembly. 
respect of human rights and which demonstration. movement. the right 
continues to obstruct the work of to privacy. the right to employment 
human rights defenders; we welcome and employment rights. the right to 
the creation of the International housing. health. education and 

I Criminal Court and call upon States culture and that they are increasingly 
... to ratify its Statute immediately and forced into exile or enforced 

� to ensure that it functions efficiently displacement. or to live in inhuman 
... and effectively; or degrading conditions; '" 

I In this spirit. 1 7. We condemn the proliferation of 
systematic measures and practices 

� 12.  We affirm that the realization of all used by States to prevent or impede 
human rights remains today as the legitimate work of human rights 

� yesterday. the common aim for which defenders. including censorship and 
... we live. work and act and that we are seizure of publications. defamation. I resolute in our belief that until administrative and police 



harassment, intimidation, 
implication in criminal cases, their 
identification with 'terrorist' groups, 
restrictions imposed on the creation 
or registration of associations, the 
legal and administrative obstacles to 
the right of access to and 
dissemination of information, the 
survei llance and control of access to 
funding and the use made of such 
funds, the creation by the authorities 
of State-controlled non-governmental 
organizations, reliance on a state of 
emergency or public order 
requirements, impunity for the 
perpetrators of such acts against 
human rights defenders; 

18. We express our solidarity with those 
whose rights are violated without 
any recourse to mechanisms for the 
protection of human rights because 
of the systematic repression of their 
rights; 

19. We call upon States to fulfill their 
obligations under international 
human rights law and to respect, and 
enforce respect for, the right to 
freedom of action for human rights 
defenders, and to this end: 

19 .1  to fulfill their obligation, in 
accordance with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
other international or regional 
instruments, to which they have 
freely subscribed, not to impede the 
free and effective exercise of the 
right to protect and promote human 
rights; 

19.2 to adopt the necessary measures to 
guarantee this right and protect those 
exercising it; in particular by 
ensuring that their national laws are 
in conformity with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and 
other international and regional 
human rights instruments; 

19.3 and to provide such protection 
against acts or omissions of the State, 
as well as against acts of violence 
and affronts to human dignity 
perpetrated by armed groups, private 
groups or individuals; 
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20 We call upon intergovernmental 
organizations, international or 
regional, to protect human rights 
defenders and to this end, to set up 
the necessary instruments and 
mechanisms to guarantee effectively 
the freedom of action of human 
rights defenders, and to protect them 
against all forms of repression; and, 
in this respect: 

20.1 welcome the United Nations General 
Assembly's adoption finally on 1 0  
December 1 998, o f  the Declaration 
for the protection of human rights 
defenders' which has been in 
preparation for thirteen years; 

20.2 call upon States to immediately take 
the necessary measures at national 
and international levels to ensure the 
effective implementation of the rights 
enunciated in that Declaration; 

21 . We reaffirm the fact that the 
realization of all the rights 
enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights is the 
responsibility of everyone, and we 
call upon private business, 
multinational companies and 
international financial institutions 
to ensure that their strategies and 
projects contribute to the 
implementation of civil, cultural, 
economic, political and social 
rights, and do not obstruct the 
freedom of action of human rights 
defenders; 

22. Finally, we urge men and women of 
all ages and all organs of society to 
engage in their daily lives in their 
communities to respect and promote 
all rights for all people everywhere, 
and to join us to make of the high 
aspirations proclaimed by the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights a reality for present and future 
generations. 

, Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of 
Individuals. Groups and Organs of Society to 
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 
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APPENDIX IX 

SELECTED STATISTICS 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
In 1 998 there were more than 1 ,000,000 
Amnesty International members and sup­
porters in over 140 countries and territo­
ries. There were more than 4 ,200 local 
Amnesty International groups, registered 
with the International Secretariat, plus 
around 3 ,200 youth and student groups 
and professional groups, in more than 90 
countries and territories throughout the 
world. In addition, there were many hun­
dreds of other coordinators, groups, spe­
cialized networks. individual members, 
subscribers and supporters. 

LONG-TERM GROUP WORK 
Amnesty International local groups 
worked on behalf of more than 5 ,000 
named individuals, including prisoners of 
conscience and victims of other human 
rights violations, whose cases had been as­
signed to them as long-term Action Files, 
or as medium-term actions through a Re­
gional Action Network (RAN). There are 23 
RANS, involving around 1 ,800 groups, 
which cover human rights abuses in every 
country of the world. 

During the year, groups worked on 
more than 2,100 Action Files and RAN ac­
tions, of which 330 had been launched 
during the year, on behalf of victims of 
human rights violations in 86 countries 
and territories. During 1 998 Amnesty In­
ternational was able to close more than 
200 group assignments on the detention of 
prisoners of conscience and possible pris­
oners of conscience. 

Amnesty International sections main­
tain networks of over 1 ,000 country and 
RAN coordinators - individual activists 
with specialist knowledge of particular 
countries or regions, to support the work 
of the wider membership, including local 
groups. 

URGENT ACTION APPEALS 
During 1 998 Amnesty International initi­
ated 425 actions which required urgent 
appeals from the Urgent Action network. 
There were also 272 calls for further ap­
peals on actions already issued. Members 

of the Urgent Action network were there­
fore asked to send appeals on 697 occa­
sions. These actions were issued on behalf 
of people in 94 countries and territories. 

The 425 new actions were issued on 
behalf of people who were either at risk or 
had been victims of the following human 
rights violations: torture or ill-treatment -

131  cases; "disappearance" - 50 cases; ju­
dicial execution - 107 cases; political kill­
ings and death threats - 60 cases; and 
legal concerns - 49 cases. (These cate­
gories are not mutual ly exclusive; more 
than one concern may have been featured 
in an action.) Other concerns included ill 
health (31 cases), deaths in custody (two 
cases) and refoulement (forcible repatria­
tion) of asylum-seekers (21 cases). 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING 
The international budget adopted by 
Amnesty International for the financial 
year April 1 998 to March 1 999 was 
£1 7,673,000. This sum represents approx­
imately one quarter of the estimated in­
come likely to be raised during the year by 
the movement's national sections to fi­
nance their campaigning and other activit­
ies. Amnesty International's national 
sections and local volunteer groups are 
primarily responsible for funding the 
movement. An international fundraising 
program is being developed. No funds are 
sought or accepted from governments for 
Amnesty International's work investigat­
ing and campaigning against human rights 
violations. The donations that sustain this 
work come from the organization's mem­
bers and the public. 

RELIEF 
During the financial year April 1 998 to 
March 1999, the International Secretariat 
of Amnesty International distributed an 
estimated £220,000 in relief (financial as­
sistance) to victims of human rights viola­
tions such as prisoners of conscience and 
recently released prisoners of conscience 
and their dependants, and for the medical 
treatment of torture victims. In addition, 
the organization's sections and groupS 



distributed a further substantial amount, 
much of it in the form of modest payments 
by local groups to their adopted prisoners 
of conscience and dependent families. 

Amnesty International's ultimate goal 
is to end human rights violations, but so 
long as they continue it tries to provide 
practical help to the victims. Relief is an 
important aspect of this work. Sometimes 
Amnesty International provides financial 
assistance directly to individuals. At other 
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times, it works through local bodies such 405 
as local and national human rights organ­
izations so as to ensure that resources are 
used as effectively as possible for those in 
most need. When Amnesty International 
asks an intermediary to distribute relief 
payments on its behalf, it stipulates pre-
cisely the intended purpose and benefi-
ciaries, and requires the intermediary to 
report back fully on the expenditure of the 
funds. 
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