















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































detention centres throughout the country,
an unknown number were held in military
detention centres, to which human rights
and humanitarian organizations were usu-
ally denied access. Many were held with-
out charge and most without trial. Many
of those arrested were returned refugees.
Among them were around 97 former
Rwandese soldiers forcibly returned from
Gabon in August, who were held in milit-
ary custody at an undisclosed location
and denied access to humanitarian organ-
izations. Some people appeared to have
been arrested because their relatives had
served in the former government or army;
others were held in the context of prop-
erty disputes. In many cases, accusations
that detainees had been involved in the
genocide remained unsubstantiated. Many
arrests appeared to be arbitrary and many
detainees did not have case files. More
than 2,000 prisoners were reportedly
released following the government’s an-
nouncements that it would release minors,
the elderly and the sick.

Trials of people accused of participat-
ing in the 1994 genocide continued (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). At
least 320 people were tried of whom at
least 111 were sentenced to death. Many
of the earlier trials were grossly unfair;
some defendants were denied defence
lawyers and many were denied adequate
time to prepare their defence. The conduct
of trials improved in some respects during
the year; a greater number of defendants
had access to lawyers, requests for ad-
journments were granted more frequently,
and witnesses began appearing in the
courts. However, in at least one trial a de-
fence witness failed to return to court after
being threatened following her initial ap-
pearance. Other defence witnesses asked
to submit their testimonies in writing as
they were afraid of appearing in court, but
their requests were rejected. Most defend-
ants in trials in the western regions did
not have access to legal counsel as wide-
Spread insecurity prevented lawyers from
travelling there.

The trials of four individuals accused
of participating in the genocide began at
the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (icTr) in Arusha, Tanzania. By the
end of the year the ICTR had issued 22 in-
dictments against 35 individuals and was
holding 23 detainees at its detention
Centre in Arusha, but no trials had been

L

RWANDA

completed. Despite some changes in per-
sonnel, there were continued concerns
about delays in proceedings, weaknesses
in the protection of witnesses and lack of
experienced staff. The first ever charges
relating to sexual violence were laid
against a defendant at the IcTR. The uN
Special Rapporteur on violence against
women visited Rwanda and Arusha in Oc-
tober to study gender issues relating to the
ICTR.

Detainees in Rwanda were frequently
beaten with sticks during arrest or soon
after while held in detention centres.
Scores of deaths in detention as a result of
torture or ill-treatment were reported. In
February, 12 detainees died in Rusumo
detention centre, Kibungo; they had alleg-
edly been beaten and then denied water
and medical care. Many detention centres
and prisons were seriously overcrowded
and lacked basic hygiene and medical fa-
cilities. Many deaths in custody as a result
of conditions which amounted to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment were
reported.

Scores of people were reported to have
“disappeared”. In January around 20
people, including refugees who had re-
turned from Tanzania, “disappeared”
in Rusumo, Kibungo, after being arrested
by a local government official. Innocent
Murengezi, a lawyer, “disappeared” in Ki-
gali in January. He had reportedly been
threatened several times because of his
work defending some of those accused in
genocide trials. His whereabouts were un-
known at the end of the year and he was
feared dead. Many refugees who had re-
turned from the former Zaire in late 1996
were reported *“disappeared” or missing.

At least 111 people were sentenced to
death. The Court of Appeal rejected sev-
eral appeals, including those of Deogratias
Bizimana and Egide Gatanazi, the first two
people to be tried for participating in the
genocide (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1997); their sentences were con-
firmed. No judicial executions were
carried out.

Hundreds of refugees returned to Bu-
rundi, where their lives were at grave risk.
Many appeared to have returned under
duress. Refugees in Musange transit centre
in Butare were reportedly threatened by
Rwandese security officials to make them
leave. Many of the more than 1,700 refu-
gees in Kigeme, Gikongoro, who returned
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to Burundi in late August and early Sep-
tember were reportedly coerced into
returning.

Throughout the year, Amnesty Interna-
tional appealed to the authorities to en-
sure respect for human rights. In January
Amnesty International published Rwanda:
Human rights overlooked in mass repat-
riation, which called for long-term moni-
toring of the human rights situation
in Rwanda and an end to forcible repatri-
ations until the country was safe.

In April it published a report analysing
the genocide trials, Rwanda: Unfair trials
~ justice denied, to which the Ministry of
Justice issued a public response. Amnesty
International published Rwanda: Ending
the silence, documenting the escalation of
killings and other human rights abuses,
and appealing for action by the Rwandese
authorities, armed opposition groups, for-
eign governments and the international
community, in September; and Rwanda:
civilians trapped in armed conflict, which
documented the further increase in kill-
ings of unarmed civilians, in December.

Amnesty International delegates under-
took research in Rwanda and observed
trials of those accused of participation in
the genocide.

In July Amnesty International called on
the South African Government not to re-
sume the supply of light weapons and
related military equipment to Rwanda,
as such equipment would be likely to con-
tribute to further human rights abuses.

Amnesty International repeatedly ap-
pealed to the Rwandese Government not
to forcibly return refugees to Burundi
where their lives would be at grave risk.

SAUDI ARABIA

Scores of suspected political or religious
opponents of the government were de-
tained; most were possible prisoners of
conscience. Hundreds of others arrested
in previous years remained held without
trial. About a dozen political prisoners
were serving prison sentences imposed
after grossly unfair trials in previous
years. There were continued allegations
of torture and ill-treatment. The judicial
punishment of flogging continued to be
imposed. At least 122 people, most of
them foreign nationals from developing

countries, were executed after trials
which fell short of international stand-
ards. At least six others had their death
sentences lifted moments before they
were due to be executed.

In September Saudi Arabia acceded to
the uN Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment (Convention against
Torture) with two limiting reservations.
One reservation related to Article 3(1)
which prohibits the forcible return of any-
one to another state where she or he
would be at risk of torture. The other re-
servation was a refusal by the government
to recognize the authority of the un Com-
mittee against Torture to investigate alle-
gations of systematic torture, as stipulated
in Article 20.
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The government of King Fahd bin
‘Abdul-‘Aziz took the apparently unpre-
cedented judicial step of allowing two
British nurses, Deborah Parry and Lucille
McLauchlan, to appoint and have access
to lawyers. The two nurses had been arres-
ted and charged with murder at the end of
December 1996. The right of access to, and
defence by, lawyers in criminal and polit-
ical trials was neither recognized by law
nor allowed in practice in Saudi Arabia.
The government did not clarify whether
the granting of access to lawyers to the
two nurses was introduced as an excep-
tion or as a universal rule applicable in all
cases. However, this right was not ex-
tended to other prisoners during the year.

The government'’s ban on political par-
ties and trade unions remained in place.
Press censorship continued to be strictly
enforced. Information on human rights




violations remained severely limited. The
government continued to impose restric-
tions on access to the country by interna-
tional human rights organizations, and
failed to respond to communications by
Amnesty International.

Scores of suspected political or reli-
gious opponents of the government, most
of them possible prisoners of conscience,
were detained. Most were members of the
Shi‘a community and were detained fol-
lowing sporadic arrests in various parts of
the country, particularly the Eastern Prov-
ince, during the first half of the year.
Those detained included Shi‘a clerics
such as Sheikh Hassan Muhammad Nimr
who was arrested in March by the al-
Mabahith al-‘Amma (General Intelligence)
in al-Dammam. He reportedly remained
held incommunicado at the headquarters
of the al-Mabahith al-‘Amma at the end of
the year. Bander Fahd al-Shihri, who was
detained on political grounds, was report-
edly held without charge or trial in al-
Ha'ir Prison in Riyadh at the end of the
year. He had been forcibly returned to
Saudi Arabia in May by the Canadian
Government, which refused his asylum
Claim, and was arrested upon arrival in
Riyadh. He was held incommunicado for
weeks before being allowed family visits.
He was a possible prisoner of conscience.

Hundreds of political prisoners, includ-
ing possible prisoners of conscience, arres-
ted in previous years continued to be held
without trial. Scores of others arrested
with them were released during the year.
The detainees included the so-called Arab
Afghan veterans — who had returned to
Saudi Arabia after taking part in the
armed conflicts in Afghanistan and Bosnia
-~ and Shi‘a and Sunni Muslim critics or
Opponents of the government, some of
Whom had been detained since their arrest
In 1994. Sheikh Ja‘far ‘Ali al-Mubarak,
who was detained following mass arrests
In 1996 targeting Shi‘a Muslim critics or
Opponents of the government (see Am-
Nesty International Report 1997), contin-
Ued to be held incommunicado and in
Solitary confinement in the headquarters
of al-Mabahith al-‘Amma in al-Dammam.
Sheikh Salman bin Fahd al‘Awda and
Sheikh Safr ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hawali,
both arrested in 1994, and Dr Nasser ‘Umr,
arrested in 1995, remained held in al-Ha'ir

Prison (see Amnesty International Report
1997).

SAUDI ARABIA

Among those released during the year
were Anmar al-Mas‘ari, son of Mohammad
al-Mas‘ari, a government opponent living
in exile, and three of his relatives (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997). They
also included ‘Abdullah ‘Abbas al-
'Ahmad, an employee of the Saudi Ara-
bian national oil company (ARAMCO), who
had been detained together with his
brother, Kamil ‘Abbas al-'Ahmad, a stu-
dent, following the wave of arrests target-
ing members of the Shi‘a community in
July 1996. ‘Abdullah ‘Abbas al-’Ahmad
was released without charge in November,
but his brother continued to be held with-
out charge or trial (see below).

About a dozen possible prisoners of
conscience convicted in previous years
were serving prison sentences imposed
after grossly unfair trials; the trials were
held in secret and defendants were denied
an effective opportunity to defend them-
selves. They included ‘Ali al-‘Utaybi, who
was serving a three-year prison sentence
imposed in 1996 following his conviction
on charges which reportedly included
having contact with the Committee for the
Defence of Legitimate Rights, an illegal or-
ganization. However, at least seven other
possible prisoners of conscience who were
serving prison terms imposed following
their convictions on charges of member-
ship of the Hizb al-Tahrir al-’Islam,
Islamic Liberation Party, were released.
They included ‘Uthman Bakhash, a
Lebanese national, who was serving a 30-
month prison sentence (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1997). New information
was received that Donato Lama, a Philip-
pine national previously reported to have
been detained without trial since his arrest
in 1995 on suspicion of preaching Chris-
tianity (see Amnesty International Report
1997), had in fact been sentenced in De-
cember 1996 to one and a half years’ im-
prisonment and 70 lashes (see below). He
was released in April or May following
completion of his sentence and was de-
ported to the Philippines.

There were allegations of torture and
ill-treatment and reports that one prisoner
died as a result of torture in December
1996. Methods of torture to which the
prisoners were allegedly subjected in-
cluded beatings, suspension from the ceil-
ing and use of shackles. Those reported to
have been tortured and ill-treated during
the year included more than 40 Indian
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children aged between six and 14, and
Kamil ‘Abbas al-’Ahmad who had been
in detention since his arrest in July 1996
(see above). The children were allegedly
beaten and deprived of food while in the
custody of the police in Jeddah. They
were arrested at the beginning of the year
apparently for begging and because their
visas had expired. They were deported to
India in February. Kamil ‘Abbas al-
'Ahmad was reported to have been sus-
pended upside-down from a fan and
beaten with cables and sticks. Maitham al-
Bahr, a student from al-Qatif, was reported
to have died as a result of torture after his
detention during the mass arrests which
followed the bombing of the al-Khobar
military complex in June 1996 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997). He was
initially held incommunicado in the head-
quarters of the al-Mabahith al--‘Amma in
al-Dammam and was subsequently admit-
ted to al-Dammam Central Hospital, where
he died. A post-mortem examination re-
portedly revealed that he suffered from,
among other things, renal failure and
swellings on various parts of his body,
which were said to be consistent with the
allegations of torture.

The judicial punishment of flogging
continued to be imposed. For example,
Donato Lama (see above) was subjected to
70 lashes carried out in a single session in
February in the courtyard of Malaz Prison
in full view of other prisoners, and was
barely able to walk as a result.

At least 122 people were executed and
at least six others had their death sentences
lifted moments before they were due to be
executed. Most of those executed were mi-
grant workers, notably from Afghanistan,
Chad, India, Nigeria, Pakistan and the
Philippines. All had been sentenced after
grossly unfair trials conducted in secret
and without legal assistance; most were
convicted of drug-trafficking or murder. At
least three women were executed, includ-
ing Soleha Anam Kudiran, an Indonesian
domestic worker who was executed in
September. She had been sentenced to
death, possibly in 1994, for the murder of
her Saudi Arabian employer. According to
reports, neither her family in Indonesia
nor the Indonesian Embassy in Saudi Ara-
bia were aware that she had been sen-
tenced to death; they learned about her
fate only after her execution had been car-
ried out and made public in a Ministry of

the Interior statement. The six who had
their sentences lifted had all been convic-
ted of murder and pardoned by heirs of the
victims who, under Shari‘a (Islamic) Law,
have the right to settle for Diyya (blood
money) instead of the execution of the
murderer. In one case, that of Muhammad
Salah ‘Obeid, who was convicted of mur-
dering Muhammad Hamid Khider, the
heirs pardoned him on the day of his
scheduled execution, reportedly in ex-
change for payment of a large sum of
money.

The exact number of prisoners who re-
mained under sentence of death at the end
of the year was not known as such in-
formation was kept secret, but included at
least one woman, Sarah Dematera, a
Philippine national who had been convic-
ted of murdering her employer in 1992
(see Amnesty International Report 1997).

In November Amnesty International
published a report, Behind closed doors:
unfair trials in Saudi Arabia, which high-
lighted the areas of the justice system that
violate the right to fair trial and put for-
ward a set of recommendations designed
to redress the situation. In response to
press questions about the report, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs was quoted in No-
vember as having said: “It's nothing new.
We are sure we are on the right path, pre-
serving the interests of the nation and its
citizens... We don’t care what it says.”

Amnesty International welcomed Saudi
Arabia’s accession to the International
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination and the uN
Convention against Torture, and urged the
government to take further steps to accede
to other human rights treaties and to im-
plement them fully. The organization re-
quested clarification of the reasons for the
arrest and detention of political detainees
and called for the immediate and uncon-
ditional release of all prisoners of con-
science and for fair trials in accordance
with international standards for all others
held on political grounds. Amnesty Inter-
national also called for reports of torture
to be investigated, for anyone found re-
sponsible to be brought to justice, and for
the commutation of all sentences of flog-
ging and death. No response was receive
from the government.

In April Amnesty International up-
dated its previous submissions on Saudi
Arabia for UN review under a procedure




established by Economic and Social Coun-
cil Resolutions 728r/1503, for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

SENEGAL

More than 120 alleged supporters of an
armed separatist organization arrested in
1995 were still detained without trial.
Most of them appeared to be prisoners
of conscience. The army was responsible
for “disappearances” and extrajudicial
executions. Armed separatists in the
Casamance region also committed human
Tights abuses, including deliberate and
arbitrary killings of civilians.

Hopes that peace talks would start
between the government and the armed
Separatist Mouvement des forces démocro-
tiques de Casamance (MFDC), Democratic
Forces of Casamance Movement, were
quashed by the resumption in July of
clashes between government forces and
the mrpC.

More than 120 suspected MFDC sym-
Pathizers continued to be held without
trial throughout the year. Most had been
tortured during their first days of deten-
tion. They had been rounded up and ar-
Tested by the army from April 1995
Onwards. Most of them appeared to be
Prisoners of conscience, arrested because
they were members of the Diola commun-
lty, and held without any evidence of in-
dividual responsibility for acts of violence
S€e Amnesty International Reports 1996
and 7997),

Many people arrested in Casamance
after the resumption of fighting in July

SAUDI ARABIA/SENEGAL

were tortured and ill-treated by the secur-
ity forces. A number of people were repor-
ted to have been burned with petrol-filled
plastic bottles. One was allegedly forced to
drink the blood of one of his friends who
had been killed by soldiers and another,
before being killed himself, was said to
have been forced to eat his own lips after
they had been cut off by a soldier. None of
these allegations were investigated.

Despite official promises, there was no
sign of any readiness on the part of the au-
thorities to put an end to the impunity of
the security forces. Nine police officers
and gendarmes charged in 1995 and 1996
with torturing prisoners remained at lib-
erty, on provisional release, and none had
been tried by the end of the year (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1996 and
1997).

The army was responsible for “disap-
pearances” and extrajudicial executions in
Casamance. In response to the renewed
fighting in July and the death of 25 sol-
diers in Mandina Mancaye, near Ziguin-
chor, in August, the army arrested scores
of civilians suspected of supporting the
separatist movement in various towns and
villages. At least 30 of those arrested sub-
sequently “disappeared”. For example, on
24 August Edgar Diédhiou was arrested at
a party in his village of Siganar Boulou,
Department of Oussouye. He was tortured
by soldiers, who broke his leg. He was
then taken in a military vehicle in the di-
rection of the National Training Centre for
Agricultural Technicians in Ziguinchor
and has not been seen since. On 25 Au-
gust Edmond Sékou Sadio, a barman in
Tilene, a district of Ziguinchor, was arres-
ted by soldiers at his place of work in the
presence of a number of witnesses. He
then “disappeared”.

One of four members of the MFDC exec-
utive committee, Sarani Manga Badian,
was arrested at his home on 24 August by a
group of soldiers in front of his family and
other witnesses. He then “disappeared”.

The majority of the “disappeared” were
feared to have been killed and buried in
communal graves not far from military
camps such as those at Nyassia and near
the airport at Ziguinchor.

The MFDC was also responsible for hu-
man rights abuses, including deliberate
and arbitrary killings of civilians, some
targeted because of their ethnic origin.
During the night of 7 to 8 September,
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armed MFDC combatants burst into the
youth hostel in the village of Djibanar, De-
partment of Sédhiou, and killed nine
young people. The victims included two
young girls: Timinadya Diatta, aged six,
and Nakéba Diatta, aged nine.

In January Amnesty International del-
egates visited Senegal and met President
Abdou Diouf, senior ministers and judi-
cial and security officials. The delegates
raised Amnesty International’s concerns
about the widespread use of torture and
the apparent reluctance to investigate alle-
gations of torture and bring those respons-
ible to justice. The delegates also met the
MFDC Secretary General, Father Diama-
coune Senghor, in Ziguinchor, and ex-
pressed their concerns about abuses
committed by the MrDC, including deliber-
ate and arbitrary killings of civilians.

In May Amnesty International sent a
memorandum asking the authorities to in-
vestigate allegations of torture and extraju-
dicial executions. It also called for the
immediate and unconditional release of
any prisoners of conscience detained in
the context of the conflict in Casamance.

In September Amnesty International
delegates visited Senegal to investigate hu-
man rights abuses committed by both par-
ties in Casamance.

SIERRA LEONE
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Hundreds of suspected opponents of a
military coup were arbitrarily detained.
They included supporters of the ousted
government, journalists, students and
human rights activists. Most, if not all,
were prisoners of conscience. Many were

tortured or ill-treated. Dozens of extraju-
dicial executions of political opponents
were reported. Thirty-five people sen-
tenced to death by military courts were
executed. Armed opposition groups were
responsible for deliberate and arbitrary
killings and torture.

On 25 May President Ahmad Tejan
Kabbah's government, in power since
elections in 1996, was overthrown in a
military coup. The Armed Forces Revolu-
tionary Council (AFrc) which took power
was subsequently joined by the armed op-
position Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
which had fought government forces for
five years until a peace agreement in No-
vember 1996. The AFrc cited the failure to
implement this agreement as one of the
reasons for seizing power. The Constitu-
tion was suspended, political parties
banned and demonstrations prohibited.
The AFrC assumed extensive powers of
detention, without safeguards against
arbitrary arrest or indefinite detention
without charge or trial.

The AFRC was headed by Lieutenant-
Colonel (formerly Major) Johnny Paul Ko-
roma who, with hundreds of other prison-
ers, was freed from the Central Prison,
Pademba Road, in Freetown, on the day of
the coup. He had been among nine sol-
diers charged in December 1996 with con-
spiring to overthrow the government, but
not yet tried (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

Almost all sectors of society opposed
the coup which was also strongly con-
demned by the international community -
including the UN, the Organization of
African Unity (0Au), the Commonwealth
and the European Union. West African
(predominantly Nigerian) troops present
in Sierra Leone clashed repeatedly with
AFRC and RUF forces. There was also fight-
ing between a civilian militia of kamajors
(traditional hunters) loyal to President
Tejan Kabbah and AFrc and RuUF forces.
Nigerian forces used shelling to enforce
an embargo on oil and arms imposed by
the international community. Fighting and
shelling resulted in hundreds of civilian
casualties.

In October representatives of the AFrC
and five other West African countries
agreed on President Tejan Kabbah'’s return
to power by April 1998. However
implementation of this agreement, which
included cessation of hostilities, disarma-




ment and demobilization, encountered
serious set-backs. Fighting between sol-
diers and kamajors intensified in Decem-
ber and disarmament had not begun by
the end of the year.

The reintegration within Sierra Leone
agreed in November 1996 of hundreds of
thousands of returning refugees and inter-
nally displaced people — nearly half the
Population — was thwarted by violence
and insecurity following the coup. Thou-
sands of civilians throughout the country
Were again forced to flee their homes.
Many fled to other West African countries,
where some encountered rejection at the
frontier (see Gambia and Liberia entries),
while others became internally displaced.

Following the coup, many people asso-
ciated with the ousted government or sus-
Pected of opposing the AFRC were
arbitrarily detained. An accurate assess-
Ment of their number was impossible but
1t appeared to be several hundred.

Immediately after the coup, several
members of the ousted government and
Senior military officers were detained
briefly at Cockerill military headquarters
in Freetown. In June at least 15 senior mil-
itary officers and civilians, including Dr
Sama Banya, a prominent political figure,
and Abu Aiah Koroma, former Minister
for Parliamentary and Political Affairs,
were arrested and accused of conspiring to
overthrow the AFRC. Most were released in
the following weeks, but Dr Sama Banya
and five others remained in detention un-
til Jate July and under house arrest until
October.

A radio station began broadcasting in
uly, transmitting messages supporting the
Ousted government. Many people sus-
pected of either knowing the location of
the transmitter or of passing information
to the radio station were arrested.

In October Mohamed B. Sesay, a former
government minister, was among several
People arrested and accused of subversive
activities. He was held at police Criminal
Investigation Department (cm) headquar-
ters in Freetown before being released
Uncharged.

_ Those speaking out against human
Nghts violations were arbitrarily detained.
Some fled Sierra Leone and threats against
those who remained severely restricted
tlfleir activities. The president of a human
Nghts organization, the Civil Liberties
Corlgl‘ess, Sulaiman Banja Tejan-Sie, was

SIERRA LEONE

arrested in August and forced at gunpoint
to appear on television to call on students
not to proceed with planned demonstra-
tions. He was severely beaten, had his
arms tied tightly and was locked in the
boot of a car for several hours. He was
again beaten at Cockerill military head-
quarters before being transferred to
Pademba Road prison where he was de-
nied food and washing facilities for sev-
eral days. He was released without charge
after 11 days.

In October soldiers and RUF members
attempted to arrest the Secretary General
of the Sierra Leonean Section of Amnesty
International. Isaac Lappia, apparently
suspected of opposing the AFrC and pass-
ing information outside Sierra Leone, es-
caped arrest; however, family members
and others at his house were beaten and
briefly detained.

Many students were vocal in their op-
position to the AFrRC. More than 120
people, mostly students, were arrested in
August after attempting to stage a march
for democracy. Most of those arrested
were released after 12 days; others, how-
ever, were believed to have been held un-
til October. Some students, including
Juliet Jones, remained missing; it was un-
clear whether they had been arrested or
had gone into hiding.

The AFRC’s stated commitment to press
freedom on coming to power was short-
lived. In July the Sierra Leone Association
of Journalists condemned unprecedented
harassment and intimidation of journal-
ists. That month four members of staff of
The Democrat newspaper, and three oth-
ers at its premises, were arrested by sol-
diers searching for the clandestine radio
transmitter. Although four were released a
few days later, Jeff Bowley Williams, Sa-
lomon Conteh and Fatmata Kamara were
held for 12 days. Two journalists on their
way to cover the students’ demonstration
in August were arrested with their driver
and taken to Cockerill military headquar-
ters. Kelvin Lewis, a correspondent for Ra-
dio France Internationale and Voice of
America, and Winston Ojukutu Macaulay,
a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
correspondent previously arrested in June,
sustained serious injuries from beatings by
soldiers who also threatened to kill them.
Both journalists and their driver were re-
leased the following day. During October
and November the crack-down on the
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press intensified; at least 20 journalists,
including Jon Z. Foray, editor of New
Storm, and Jonathan Leigh, editor of the
Independent Observer, were detained
without charge for up to two weeks.

Before the coup, in March, three journ-
alists of the Expo Times newspaper were
arrested on charges of spying, following
an article criticizing the detention of RUF
leader Foday Sankoh in Nigeria (see be-
low). Released on bail, their trial was
scheduled for May but the coup inter-
vened and in July the charges against
them were effectively dropped.

At least 15 people, both soldiers and
civilians, were arrested in November,
accused of conspiring to overthrow the
AFRC and abort the return to civilian rule
agreed the previous month. They included
Stephen Bio, a businessman and close re-
lation of the former Head of State who
ceded power to President Tejan Kabbah,
and Gibril Massaquoi, a prominent RUF
member. None had been tried by the end
of the year.

Following the coup, torture and ill-
treatment by both soldiers and RUF mem-
bers were widespread. In June Ansu
Bockarie, a student leader, was reportedly
beaten and cut with a razor blade by a
prominent AFRC member. Students arres-
ted in August were beaten, cut with ma-
chetes or stabbed with bayonets. Some
women students were reported to have
been sexually assaulted while held at the
residences of AFRC members.

Many journalists detained during the
year were tortured or ill-treated. In Octo-
ber Umaru Fofanah, a freelance journalist
suspected of providing information to the
clandestine radio station, was reportedly
tortured and shot in the leg by soldiers.

Some of those arrested in Freetown
were held in conditions amounting to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
For example, Sam Goba, arrested in Sep-
tember because of his close association
with President Tejan Kabbah, was held
with others in a freight container at Cock-
erill military headquarters for several
months. His health seriously deteriorated
as a result and his fate was unclear at the
end of the year.

There were also reports of torture and
ill-treatment by soldiers and RUF members
in areas of the country affected by fighting
with kamajors, in particular around Ken-
ema in the east and Zimmi in the south.

Villagers accused of supporting the kama-
jors were beaten and had their arms tied
tightly behind their backs, causing serious
injuries; women and girls were raped and
forced into sexual slavery.

Many civilians died in the violence fol-
lowing the coup, some of whom were de-
liberately killed for political reasons by
soldiers and RUF members. Soldiers
searching for kamajors in Southern Prov-
ince in June were reported to have killed
about 25 people in the villages of Telu
Bongor and Sembehun, as well as Albert
Sandy Demby, father of the ousted Vice-
President and a traditional leader, who
was shot dead at his home in Gerihun.
Also in June more than 10 people, includ-
ing women and children, were reported to
have been deliberately and arbitrarily
killed when armed men, believed to be
RUF members, attacked the town of Moy-
amba; a student, Sheku Kabbah, was re-
ported to have had his eyes gouged out,
ears cut off and throat slit. Many civilians
were deliberately killed during fighting
around Zimmi, Southern Province, in
June. In December about 100 villagers
were reportedly shot dead by soldiers pos-
ing as kamajors in the east of the country.

At least six students were shot dead in
August by security forces. They included
Morie Momoh, shot when soldiers entered
his hostel room. In late August, six men
suspected of involvement with the clan-
destine radio station were reportedly shot
dead at Cockerill military headquarters.

Following the coup, several people
were summarily executed by soldiers in
Freetown following repeated AFRC warn-
ings that suspected looters would be shot
on sight.

In October, November and early De-
cember, 35 people, mostly soldiers but in-
cluding some civilians, were executed by
firing-squad following conviction for mur-
der and other offences by military courts.
Reports suggested, however, that in some
cases no trial had taken place. In late No-
vember the AFRC passed retroactive legisla-
tion providing for the death penalty for
looting or commandeering vehicles.

Despite the November 1996 agreement
providing for immediate cessation of hos-
tilities, unarmed civilians continued to be
tortured and killed by RuF forces in the
months before the coup, particularly in
Tonkolili District, Northern Province. In
January dozens of civilians were reported




to have been killed and young girls raped
in RUF attacks on several villages. Accord-
ing to reports, when' soldiers moved into
forest areas in Kailahun District, an RUF
stronghold in Eastern Province, in Febru-
ary, they found more than 100 young
children separated from their families, in-
cluding three girls whose hands had been
deliberately cut off and another child with
an ear cut off. Similar atrocities by the RUF
were reported during attacks on villages,
including Kalangba and Pendembu, north
of Makeni, in May before the coup; dozens
of civilians were killed and others mutil-
ated by having their arms or feet cut off.

In late March RUF members abducted at
least five of their own members, a Sierra
Leonean diplomat and members of the
Guinean security forces in Kailahun
District shortly after an announcement

Yy prominent RUF members that Foday
Sankoh had been removed as leader be-
cause he had obstructed the peace pro-
cess. Foday Sankoh had been detained on
arrival in Lagos, Nigeria, in early March,
apparently for possession of arms and am-
Mmunition; he remained under house arrest
In Nigeria at the end of the year. Two of
those abducted, Fayia Musa and Ibrahim
Deen-Jalloh, were RUF representatives on
the Commission for the Consolidation of
Peace established by the peace agreement.
Although the diplomat was freed shortly
after the coup, five RUF members remained
held at the end of the year.

There were also reports that kamajors
fighting AFRC and RUF forces deliberately
killed, tortured and ill-treated civilians. In
September four people, including a wo-
man, who were suspected of being sol-
diers or AFRC supporters, were reportedly
summarily executed by being beheaded
when the vehicle in which they were trav-
elling from Bo to Makeni was stopped by
kﬂmajors.

In February Amnesty International re-
Ceived a response from the Minister of
Justice to its request for clarification of the
death in custody of a soldier among those
arrested with Major Johnny Paul Koroma
(see Amnesty International Report 1997).
The reply included a post-mortem report,
rejected allegations of ill-treatment during
Interrogation and stated that he had died
after attempting to escape by jumping

Oom a window. In March Amnesty Inter-
National called for the humane treatment
and release of RUF members held hostage.

SIERRA LEONE/SINGAPORE

Following the coup Amnesty International
repeatedly called for an end to arbitrary
arrest and detention, torture and ill-
treatment, and extrajudicial executions,
and in October published a report docu-
menting these violations, Sierra Leone: A
disastrous set-back for human rights. It
called on the international community to
give priority to the protection of human
rights in efforts to resolve the political cri-
sis in Sierra Leone. Amnesty International
strongly condemned executions in Octo-
ber, November and December, called for
the repeal of retroactive legislation extend-
ing the scope of the death penalty and
urged that no further executions take
place.

Civil suits were brought by government
leaders against two members of an op-
position party. At least 38 prisoners of
conscience were held throughout the year
for their conscientious objection to milit-
ary service. One former prisoner of con-

science continued to be subject to
government orders restricting his freedom
of expression and association. Criminal
offenders continued to be sentenced to
caning. At least eight death sentences
were passed and at least 14 executions
were reported.

Following elections in January the rul-
ing People’s Action Party (PAP), headed by
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, was re-
turned to parliament with an overwhelm-
ing majority, winning 81 of the 83 seats

In an apparently politically motivated
move to restrict freedom of expression
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government leaders lodged civil defama-
tion suits against two members of the op-
position Workers’ Party, claiming large
amounts of damages. The suits appeared
to be designed to bankrupt the opposition
members, thereby preventing them from
participating in public life.

During the campaign preceding the Jan-
uary elections, senior PAP members pub-
licly accused opposition Workers’ Party
candidate Tang Liang Hong of being an
“anti-Christian Chinese chauvinist”, a ser-
ious charge given Singapore’s sensitivity
to issues of racial and religious harmony.
Tang Liang Hong, who subsequently re-
ceived death threats, filed two police re-
ports against 11 members of the PaP,
accusing them of making false statements
and of inciting religious groups against
him. Following the elections, Prime Min-
ister Goh Chok Tong, Senior Minister Lee
Kuan Yew and nine other pAp members
lodged a series of civil suits against Tang
Liang Hong claiming that he had defamed
them through the police reports. In March
the High Court found Tang Liang Hong —
who had left Singapore in January follow-
ing the death threats — liable for damages,
and in May ordered him to pay a total of
Us$5.65 million. In November the Court of
Appeal reduced the amount of damages to
Us$2.3 million.

In January Prime Minister Goh Chok
Tong lodged a claim for us$130,000 dam-
-ages against Workers’ Party leader ].B. Je-
yaretnam for allegedly defaming him
during an election rally by saying the
words, “finally, Mr Tang Liang Hong has
just placed before me two reports he has
made to police against, you know, Mr Goh
Chok Tong and his people”.

Ten other PAP politicians, whose names
had been listed in the police reports filed
by Tang Liang Hong, also lodged claims
for damages against ].B. Jeyaretnam. In
August the High Court heard the case
lodged by the Prime Minister and in Sep-
tember the court found ].B. Jeyaretnam
liable for defamation and ordered him to
pay Us$13,000 in damages, plus 60 per
cent of costs. An appeal by the Prime Min-
ister for the award to be increased was
pending at the end of the year. The related
defamation cases lodged by 10 other pap
members were also pending at the end of
the year. J.B. Jeyaretnam faced possible
bankruptcy and the subsequent loss of his
parliamentary seat.

At least 38 conscientious objectors to
military service were imprisoned during
the year. They were prisoners of con-
science. All were members of the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, a religious group which
has been banned in Singapore since 1972.
All refused to perform military service on
religious grounds. There is no alternative
civilian service for conscientious objectors
to military service in Singapore. In
September Bay Poh Heng was court-
martialled and sentenced to two years’
detention for refusing for the second time
to comply with military orders. He had
already served one year in prison for his
objection to military service.

Government restriction orders against
Chia Thye Poh, a former prisoner of con-
science, continued to curtail his freedom
of association and expression.

Caning, which constitutes a cruel, in-
human or degrading punishment, re-
mained mandatory for some 30 crimes,
including attempted murder, rape, armed
robbery, drug-trafficking, illegal immigra-
tion and vandalism. It remained an op-
tional penalty for a number of other
crimes, including extortion, kidnapping
and causing grievous injury. In August
Alan Loo Pei Xiang, aged 16, was sen-
tenced to 24 strokes of the cane and a 15-
year prison sentence for trafficking in
cannabis. It was not known how many
sentences were carried out during the
year.

At least eight death sentences were re-
ported to have been passed during the
year for murder or drugs offences.

At least 14 executions by hanging were
reported to have been carried out, the ma-
jority for drug-related offences. Despite the
lack of official information, there were re-
liable indications that the real figure was
much higher. In July an Indonesian na-
tional, La Abuhari bin La Ode Hamid, and
Singaporean Abdul Raman bin Yusof were
executed for trafficking in cannabis. Three
other men, including two Thai nationals
convicted of murder, were reported to
have been executed on the same day.

Amnesty International observers at-
tended the defamation trial of ]J.B. Jeyaret-
nam and the appeal hearing of Tang Liang
Hong. In October the organization pub-
lished a report, Singapore: ].B. Jeyaretnam
- the use of defamation suits for political
purposes. In its response to the report, the
government maintained the legitimacy of




hk

defamation suits as a means for leaders to
defend their reputation and integrity.

In January Amnesty International reit-
erated its concerns about the use of the
death penalty in Singapore in a report,
Against the tide: The death penalty in
Southeast Asia.

Amnesty International continued to
urge the government of Prime Minister
Goh Chok Tong to release all prisoners of
conscience and to lift the restrictions on
Chia Thye Poh. The organization also
urged the authorities to end the punish-
Ient of caning, to commute all death sen-
tences and publish statistics on the use of
the death penalty.

SLOVAKIA

At least four conscientious objectors to
Military service were imprisoned. They
Were prisoners of conscience.

In April the government authorized the
Publication of the report of the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
PUnishment on its visit to places of deten-
tion in Slovakia in June and July 1995.
The Committee stated that it heard numer-
Ous allegations of ill-treatment by the po-
'Ce and concluded that persons suspected
of a criminal offence run a significant risk
of being ill-treated by the police at the
time of apprehension and during the first
0urs in police custody, and that on occa-
810n such persons may be subjected to se-
Vere jll-treatment. The Committee also
®XPressed concern about the apparent lack
of access to a lawyer and to a doctor for
Persons in detention. The government ac-

SINGAPORE /SLOVAKIA

knowledged the findings of the Committee
and undertook to put into practice its
recommendations.

In July the uN Human Rights Commit-
tee met to consider Slovakia’s initial
report on its compliance with the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. In its concluding remarks, the
Committee “noted with concern that the
remnants of the former totalitarian rule
have not yet been completely overcome
and that further steps remain to be under-
taken in consolidating and developing
democratic institutions and strengthening
the implementation of the Covenant”. The
Committee noted the persistence of polit-
ical and social attitudes adverse to the
promotion and full protection of human
rights. It expressed concern that insuffi-
cient steps had been taken to implement
various provisions of the Slovak Constitu-
tion concerning fundamental rights, and
provisions of the Covenant, including Art-
icle 18, concerning the right to alternative
service of non-punitive length for con-
scientious objectors to military service;
that Roma, who were often victims of
racist attacks, reportedly did not receive
adequate protection from law enforcement
officials; about cases of excessive use of
force by law enforcement officials, and ill-
treatment of detainees during police cus-
tody; and about freedom of expression,
including the excessive restrictions on this
right imposed by Article 98 of the Penal
Code, which makes it an offence to “dis-
seminate false information abroad which
harms the interest” of Slovakia (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997).

In February Martin Bedndr, a conscien-
tious objector, was imprisoned for refus-
ing to perform military service. He was
conditionally released in September after
serving half of his one-year sentence. In
May Erik Kratmiiller and Martin Badin,
who had been imprisoned in June and Au-
gust 1996 respectively (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997), were released.
Miroslav Albert began serving a one-year
prison sentence in September. At least
four other conscientious objectors to milit-
ary service were prosecuted for evading
military service and faced imprisonment.
In most of these cases the defendants had
not submitted their application for altern-
ative service within 30 days of being de-
clared fit for service, as required by the
Law on Civilian Service.
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Amnesty International urged the au-
thorities to release the prisoners of con-
science immediately and to stop criminal
proceedings against conscientious objec-
tors to military service. In April Amnesty
International published a report, Slovak
Republic: Restrictions on the right to con-
scientious objection. The organization also
urged the authorities to revise the Law on
Civilian Service, to bring it into line with
internationally recognized principles.

Human rights abuses against unarmed
civilians, including women and children,
were carried out by militias of clan-based
factions. Abuses included scores of delib-
erate and arbitrary killings, as well as
hostage-taking and rape. Several prison-
ers of conscience who were imprisoned in
1996 and early 1997 were released. An Is-
lamic court imposed two sentences of am-
putation and many floggings. Several
people were believed to have been exe-
cuted after being condemned to death by
Islamic and clan courts.

Efforts continued towards peace, recon-
ciliation and the establishment of a trans-
itional government for the former Somali
Republic, but at the end of the year there
was still no central or recognized govern-
ment in the collapsed state. Nor was there
any consistent, effective or fair criminal
justice system (see Amnesty International
Report 1997). The Sodere agreement,
signed in Ethiopia in January by 26 So-
mali factions, created a National Salvation
Council but this was boycotted by Hussein
Aideed’s Somali National Alliance and by

the self-declared, but still unrecognized,
Somaliland Republic in the northwest.
Two inter-faction agreements reached in
Cairo, Egypt, and Sanaa, Yemen, in May
similarly failed to include all parties.
However a meeting in Cairo in December,
which included Hussein Aideed’s group,
agreed to convene a reconciliation confer-
ence in Somalia in 1998 to form a trans-
itional government, elect its leaders and a
constituent assembly, and set up an inde-
pendent judiciary.

The level of faction fighting was lower
than in any year since civil war started in
1991, but in certain areas casualties in-
cluded unarmed civilians. In Mogadishu
there were several outbreaks of fighting
between the militia forces of Hussein
Aideed and Ali Mahdi, both of whom
claimed to be president of Somalia. There
were also clashes between Hussein
Aideed’s forces and those of Osman Ali
Atto, and in July between Ali Mahdi’s
forces and Islamic court militias. There
were several periods of intensive fighting
in the central Bay and Bakol regions,
where the Rahanweyn Resistance Army
(rRrA) sought to dislodge Hussein Aideed’s
forces from Baidoa town. In Gedo region,
the Marehan clan-based Somali National
Front, reportedly supported at times by
Ethiopian army units, fought with Islamist
Al-ltihad militias. Tensions between
Marehan and Majerten clans in Kismayu
port and between pro-Aideed and pro-Ali
Mahdi factions in other central regions
also occasionally erupted into violence.
Meanwhile, Somaliland and Bari and Nu-
gal regions in the northeast remained
mainly peaceful.

The uN Security Council in February
made further appeals to all Somali polit-
ical factions for peace and reconciliation.
In April the uN Commission on Human
Rights, having received a report from the
UN Independent Expert on the situation of
human rights in Somalia, called for all
parties to respect human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law. The Commis-
sion called on them to support the
re-establishment of the rule of law by ap-
plying internationally accepted crimina
justice standards, and to protect un and
other humanitarian workers. It called on
the international community to incorp-
orate human rights principles and objec
tives into humanitarian and development
work. In July the UN Secretary-Genera




appointed a Special Envoy for Somalia to
further the peace process.

In the Somaliland capital of Hargeisa in
February, the National Conference of the
Clans elected Mohamed Ibrahim Egal for a
further three-year term as President of So-
maliland and the National Assembly ap-
proved a provisional Constitution. The
Constitution maintains the independence
of Somaliland and contains a number of
human rights provisions relating to the in-
dependence of the judiciary and protec-
tion against arbitrary imprisonment.

There were new allegations of human
Tights violations by some of the foreign
troops during the 1993 uN operation in So-
malja. Fresh allegations of abuses includ-
ing torture, sexual abuse and unlawful
killings were levelled at Belgian and Ital-
lan troops. These allegations were the sub-
Ject of various investigations and criminal
Proceedings in those countries (see
Belgium and Italy entries).

Human rights abuses by clan-based
militias continued throughout the year.
There were several cases of hostage-taking
accompanied by death threats, although it
Was rarely clear which group was respons-
ible. Several people, both Somalis and
foreign nationals, working for non-govern-
Mental and intergovernmental organiza-
tions, including the UN, were kidnapped,
but all were apparently released within a
few days. Somali journalists and human
Tights activists frequently received death
threats on account of their professional ac-
tivities. A Portuguese doctor working for
Médecins sans Frontiéres was killed in
Baidoa in June and two Somali staff of
World Concern were killed in Kismayu in
August. The victims were deliberately tar-
geted on account of their humanitarian
work, although it was not clear who was
Tesponsible. In February and October there
Were several revenge killings of prominent
People in the rival factions of Osman Atto
and Hussein Aideed in Mogadishu.

Scores of unarmed civilians were delib-
erately and arbitrarily killed by armed
militias, some in artillery bombardments.
Few details were available of these incid-
énts and the perpetrators were rarely
ldentified. In March, 17 members of the

antu minority, including four women
and eight children, were killed by faction
Militias in Jamiya Misra village in Middle
Shebelle region, and seven women were
Taped. There were reports that as many as

SOMALIA

200 civilians had been killed in Septem-
ber by Hussein Aideed’s forces in and
around Baidoa.

In Somaliland, Mahmoud Abdi Shidde,
publisher of the Jamhuriya newspaper
which had been critical of the Somaliland
administration, was detained twice. He
was held briefly in April, until a court or-
dered his release, and for a week in Sep-
tember. He was a prisoner of conscience.
All political prisoners and captured clan
fighters imprisoned in Somaliland in
1996, including about 20 prisoners of con-
science jailed after a peaceful demonstra-
tion (see Amnesty International Report
1997), were released in an amnesty in
January.

It was difficult to establish whether any
political prisoners were held by faction
militias in Mogadishu or elsewhere, al-
though there were reports that captured
RRA fighters and possibly civilian oppon-
ents were held by Hussein Aideed’s forces
in Baidoa.

An Islamic courtimposed floggings and
amputations, punishments which are
cruel, inhuman and degrading, and so pro-
hibited by international law. In North Mo-
gadishu in May, an Islamic court imposed
two sentences of amputation, which were
carried out immediately. Abshir Mohamed
Ahmed, convicted of theft, had his right
hand amputated, and Qasim Beshir Mo-
hamed, convicted of armed robbery, had
his right hand and left foot amputated.
They did not have fair trials — the proceed-
ings were arbitrary and summary, and
they were denied legal representation and
the right of appeal. Subsequently, after
criticism by Somali lawyers and a local
human rights organization, the Dr Ismail
Centre for Human Rights, the court agreed
to review its procedures and no more am-
putations were imposed during the year.

Several executions were believed to
have taken place after trials by Islamic and
clan courts but details were not available.

There was a new development in June
regarding gross violations of human rights
committed by the former government of
Siad Barre (1969 to 1991). Mass graves
were discovered in Hargeisa of some 200
political prisoners extrajudicially executed
in May 1988.

Amnesty International called through-
out the year on all factions to respect
human rights and control their militias.
In June it welcomed the inquiries and
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prosecutions of those allegedly respons-
ible for torture or extrajudicial executions
during the UN operation, and gave evidence
to an Italian commission of inquiry. In July
Amnesty International published a report
on a human rights training workshop it
held for Somali organizations, Somalia:
Putting human rights on the agenda.

SOUTH AFRICA
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There were reports of torture and
ill-treatment in police custody and in
prisons. More than 100 deaths in custody
were reported. Members of the security
forces and right-wing paramilitaries were
implicated in killings of trade unionists,
local councillors and other activists. Evid-
ence continued to emerge of systematic
violations of human rights under the for-
mer government.

In December President Nelson Mandela
was succeeded as president of the African
National Congress (ANC) by Deputy Presid-
ent Thabo Mbeki. Talks between the ANC
and the Inkatha Freedom Party (iFp) about
a “peace deal” for KwaZulu Natal in-
cluded proposed amnesties for those im-
plicated in the political violence. Towards
the end of the year there were reports of
political tensions and violence between
ANC supporters and supporters of the
newly formed United Democratic Move-
| ment. There was an increasing number of
| apparently targeted killings of white farm-
ers, and a high level of violence between
| organized criminal gangs and anti-crime
| vigilantes in the Cape Town area.

During the year the national parlia-
! ment passed a number of laws with

significance for human rights. The Cor-
rectional Services Amendment Act,
which established a judicial inspectorate
of prisons and permitted the construction
and management of prisons by private
businesses, inadequately protected the
rights of prisoners. The Criminal Law
Amendment Act provided for the resen-
tencing of 453 prisoners whose death sen-
tences had been declared unconstitutional
in 1995, and deleted provisions in other
statutes which had allowed for capital
punishment. The Abolition of Corporal
Punishment Act repealed statutory provi-
sions permitting judicial and other forms
of corporal punishment. The Criminal
Procedure Second Amendment Act,
which restricted the right to bail for
people accused of serious offences, ap-
peared to unnecessarily restrict the rights
of the accused. The State of Emergency
Act empowered the President to declare a
state of emergency and make regulations
suspending certain rights subject to Sec-
tion 37 of the Constitution.

The Commission on Gender Equality,
which began operating in April, focused
initially on violations of women's rights in
rural and other marginalized sectors.

Human rights monitors and the stat-
utory Independent Complaints Directorate
(icp) received reports of torture and ill-
treatment by police officers. In January
police officers allegedly tortured and ill-
treated a number of suspects held in po-
lice and prison cells in connection with
violence in the Lusikisiki area of the East-
ern Cape. The provincial Minister of
Health and Welfare confirmed that the
prisoners, who had apparently been
beaten on their backs and buttocks with a
sjambok (whip), suffered “severe injuries”
and had been denied food, medication
and toilet facilities. Four required hospit-
alization for severe dehydration, blood in
their urine and sjambok wounds. An in-
vestigation ordered by the provincial
Commissioner of Police had not con-
cluded by the end of the year.

Between April and November the 1cD
reported receiving seven complaints of
rape of criminal suspects by police of-
ficers. In April the Attorney-General for
KwaZulu Natal withdrew charges against
a police officer due to be retried for the
rape of Thokozani Nzama in a cell at
Stanger police station two years earlier.
His previous conviction and 10-year




prison sentence for the rape had been
overturned by the High Court on a tech-
nicality in 1996. The police officer had re-
mained on duty pending his successful
1996 appeal hearing. During that period
he had allegedly threatened the life of the
complainant. In June Thokozani Nzama
was raped, beaten and shot dead by four
unidentified men.

Eight members of the Umfolozi Public
Order Policing Unit, based at Mtubatuba
in the North Coast region of KwaZulu Na-
tal, appeared in court in July charged with
assaulting Kevin Kunene, Chairperson of
the KwaMbonambi Environmental Group,
and four other local community activists
In February 1996. The court heard evid-
ence that police officers abducted the five
activists and subjected them variously to
beatings, electric shocks and suffocation.
The trial was due to conclude in February
1998. In another development, prosecu-
tion proceedings were instituted against
police officers from the Middleburg
Murder and Robbery Unit following the
seizure of torture equipment from their of-
fice in 1996 (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

The 1cp, which has a statutory respons-
ibility to investigate every death in police
custody, received reports of 134 such
deaths between April and November, the
majority in Gauteng Province, KwaZulu
Natal, and the Eastern and Western Capes.
Investigations continued into the circum-
Stances of these deaths. In June, 17-year-
old Angelo Asia died in hospital following

Is arrest by Ravensmead police officers.
They allegedly beat, choked and used tear-
gas on him, before throwing him in their
van and then dumping him, unconscious,
in a police cell. The icp had nearly com-
Pleted its investigation by the end of the
Year. Also in June a Burundi refugee, Jean-

ierre Kanyangwa, died within hours of

eing arrested by Cape Town police.

hen the police brought him to the refu-

8ee section of the Department of Home Af-
airs, he was in pain, but the officers
allegedly refused to take him to hospital.
An immigration official called an ambu-
lance, but Jean-Pierre Kanyangwa died be-
fore reaching the hospital. A preliminary
Post-mortem examination showed that he
filed as a result of injury to his spleen. An
Inquest was scheduled for 1998.

_ In July the p recommended discip-
Inary gaction against a Potchefstroom

SOUTH AFRICA

police officer in connection with the death
in custody in February of a criminal
suspect, Swartland Dails. Independent
post-mortem examinations revealed that
the detainee had died of unnatural
causes. The 1cD were investigating pos-
sible causes of death, including electro-
shock torture. The police officer involved
was already under investigation in con-
nection with other allegations of torture
and ill-treatment.

A number of serious incidents of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of prisoners were in-
vestigated by the statutory Human Rights
Commission. In one incident in February,
warders at Helderstroom Maximum Prison
allegedly beat, kicked, punched and used
electric shields on more than 50 prisoners
when moving them from communal to
isolation cells. Apparently, no disciplin-
ary action was taken following the Com-
mission’s investigation. Some of the same
warders were reportedly also involved in
an incident at Pollsmoor Maximum Prison
in May, when 150 warders recruited from
different prisons allegedly assaulted pris-
oners with batons, fists and pistols during
a search for weapons. A ministerial in-
quiry found, among other things, that 155
prisoners sustained injuries requiring
medical attention, and that the prison doc-
tor failed to provide medical care for
many of them. In December police investi-
gators recommended to the Attorney-
General that 132 warders be prosecuted
for assault and other offences.

Prisoners transferred to a new max-
imum security prison which opened in
September, the cMAx, were held in solitary
confinement in 3.5m x 2m cells, with one
hour’s daily exercise in a 4m x 2m out-
door cage. The Minister of Correctional
Services denied that the conditions were
potentially damaging to prisoners’ mental
health.

The Human Rights Commission in-
vestigated allegations that prisoners were
being held in leg irons at Victor Verster
Prison, and confirmed that in one case a
prisoner had been held in leg irons for as
long as 60 consecutive days.

Political violence in the province of
KwaZulu Natal resulted in more than 300
deaths, according to the non-governmental
Human Rights Committee. One of the
worst affected areas was Richmond, where
in May Rodney van der Bijl, a member of
the Transitional Local Council, was shot

307

WEAT L e TR0 VL L%



308

SOUTH AFRICA

dead outside his home. Less than two
weeks earlier, other councillors had re-
signed, allegedly under pressure from a
self-styled local “warlord”, provincial
member of parliament and leading mem-
ber of the newly formed National Con-
sultative Forum (NcF) who had been
expelled from the ANc after his alleged
links with the former police Security
Branch emerged. In July, after the NCF was
defeated by ANC candidates in a council
by-election, two new councillors, Bheka-
musa Mchunu and Alpheus Mchunu, and
three other ANC members were dragged
from their homes and shot dead. The pre-
vious day, they had reported seeing the
“warlord” with police officers distributing
weapons. In September police from com-
bined national task forces arrested him
and 23 others. They were remanded in
custody to stand trial in 1998. In October a
national investigating officer indicated
that the role of senior police in the Rich-
mond killings was under investigation.
The same month, the national government
deployed hundreds of police and soldiers
in the Richmond area.

In the rural areas of Tsolo and Qumbu
in the Eastern Cape, at least 151 people
were killed during the first nine months of
the year. There were indications of police
acquiescence in the killings. In one attack
in August, gunmen killed seven women
and injured another, before setting their
home alight. The attack followed the
refusal by the house-owner to join an
anti-crime vigilante group. Government
intervention leading, for instance, to the
deployment of non-local police and sol-
diers failed to stop the killings.

At least six National Union of Mine-
workers (NUM) officials and their relatives
were victims of targeted killings by alleged
members of a rival union, the Workers’
Mouthpiece Union, in violence which
started near Rustenburg but spread to
the Eastern Cape. Other senior NUM offi-
cials and shop stewards received death
threats. There were indications that a
white right-wing paramilitary group and
police officers were implicated in the
killings.

In March the Durban High Court con-
victed 13 1P supporters on 18 counts of
murder and six counts of attempted mur-
der in connection with the December 1995
attack on Shobashobane (see Amnesty
International Report 1996).

In May an inquest court ruled that Dr
Henry Vuka Luthuli, who had been shot
dead in his Esikhawini surgery in 1990,
had been killed by a police constable from
Vlakplaas, the base of the former security
police counter-insurgency unit. The court
referred the case to the Attorney-General
for a decision on prosecution.

In September a former agent of the
covert Civil Cooperation Bureau was re-
manded in custody to stand trial for the
1989 murder of human rights activist
David Webster (see Amnesty International
Report 1990).

The judicial inquest into the death of
eight IFP members outside the aNc’s Shell
House headquarters in March 1994 (see
Amnesty International Report 1995) con-
cluded in the Johannesburg High Court in
December. The presiding judge was un-
able to establish criminal responsibility
for the deaths, but stated that there was no
prima facie justification for the ANC guards
to shoot at the crowd, and that “the
barrage of fire was in any event grossly
excessive”.

Further information on past human
rights violations emerged through Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRc) in-
vestigations. The life-span of the Human
Rights Violations, and Reparations and Re-
habilitation Committees was extended by
Parliament until 30 April 1998, and that of
the Amnesty Committee until 30 June
1998. In October the Reparations and Re-
habilitation Committee recommended fi-
nancial compensation for the estimated
22,000 people whose complaints have
been corroborated by the TRC by June 1998.

The TRC held hearings on the role of the
health and business sectors, the judiciary,
religious institutions and the media in cre-
ating a climate which encouraged human
rights violations. There were also hearings
on “events” or patterns of human rights
violations, including a hearing on the role
of state structures in the June 1986 de-
struction of “kTC” squatter camp in Cape
Town, and a special hearing on women'’s
experiences of political and state violence,
and torture, including sexual assault and
rape.

Public hearings on amnesty applica-
tions from former security police officers
resulted in important admissions of their
involvement in the torture and murder of
government opponents. For instance, for
mer security police officer Jeff Benzien




demonstrated how he had used torture by
suffocation to extract information. One of
his commanding officers acknowledged
having endorsed this method of interroga-
tion. Former security officials admitted
abducting and murdering three Port Eliza-
beth Black Civic Organization leaders who
“disappeared” in 1985 (see Amnesty Inter-
National Report 1986).

The TRC’s investigations led to the iden-
t'{ﬁcation of secret graves and the exhuma-
tion of the bodies of a number of ANC
members who had apparently been extra-
Judicially executed by the security forces
in the 1980s.

Despite the emerging evidence, former
National Party government leaders denied
having authorized security force abuses.

The TRC also heard evidence on hu-
man rights abuses committed by former
Opposition organizations, for instance, in
amnesty application hearings involving
members of the armed wing of the Pan
Africanist Congress and during Section 29
subpoena hearings on alleged abuses com-
mitted by the so-called Mandela United
Football Club in the late 1980s.

The TRC sought a High Court review
of the Amnesty Committee’s decision to
grant amnesties to a group of ANC mem-

ers, including currently serving cabinet

minjsters. The Committee denied amnesty
to a former security police officer for the
torture of Mkhuseli Jack, an activist from
Port Elizabeth, in 1985, but granted am-
Nesties to former Vlakplaas security police
unit members Dirk Coetzee, Almond No-
fomela and David Tshikalange, for the
1981 murder of human rights lawyer Grif-
fiths Mxenge. The latter's family an-
Nounced that they would seek a High
Court review of the decision.

Amnesty International representatives
Visited South Africa on five occasions,
Meeting government officials, human
Tights monitors and others to investigate
the problem of impunity, the functioning
°_f the criminal justice system, and allega-
tions of human rights violations in prisons
and torture and deaths in police custody.
epresentatives also attended TRC hear-
Ings, presenting wrilten and oral submis-
SI0ns on human rights violations and
Tecommendations for their prevention. In
October the organization submitted ru-
Coff_lmendations to the government and
National parliament on the draft National

Tosecuting Authority Bill, and made a

SOUTH AFRICA/SPAIN

further submission on South Africa’s arms
trade with central African countries, ap-
pealing for government support for meas-
ures to protect human rights in the region.

Judicial inquiries continued into allega-
tions of a clandestine “dirty war” waged
in the 1980s against the armed Basque
group Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA),
Basque Homeland and Freedom. There
were fresh allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by law enforcement officers.
Several law enforcement officers charged
with torture were tried and sentenced.
ETA continued to commit human rights
abuses, which included deliberate and ar-
bitrary killings and hostage-taking.

Judicial investigations continued into
acts of kidnapping, torture and murder
during a “dirty war” between 1983 and
1987 against presumed ETA members,
waged by the Grupos Antiterroristas de
Liberacién (GaL), Anti-Terrorist Liberation
Groups (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1996 and 1997). In September the
Supreme Court ordered the committal for
trial of a former interior minister, a former
secretary of state for security and 10
others, including a former leading politi-
cian, senior officials and senior police offi-
cers, for involvement in the kidnapping by
GAL of Segundo Marey (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). Judicial investiga-
tions also continued into the kidnapping,
torture and murder by GAL of two ETA
members, José Antonio Lasa and José
Ignacio Zabala, and into the killing of a
presumed ETA member, Ramén Ofiederra,
in the 1980s.
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In November the UN Committee against
Torture considered Spain’s third periodic
report on its implementation of the un
Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. The Committee welcomed
the measures taken by the government to
implement the core safeguards set out in
the Convention, including the definitive
abolition of the death penalty and the in-
troduction into the new Penal Code of ar-
ticles prohibiting torture and ill-treatment.
However, it observed that the long delays
in legal proceedings relating to torture,
both at the investigation and trial stages,
were “absolutely incompatible” with the
promptness required by the Convention
and that sentences passed by the courts on
officials accused of torture were often
nominal. The Committee affirmed that it
continued to receive frequent allegations
of torture and ill-treatment, many of
which “appeared to reveal signs of racial
discrimination”. It also expressed concern
at the way in which the continuing prac-
tice of extended incommunicado deten-
tion facilitated the practice of torture. The
Committee urged the authorities to take
the necessary measures to address its
concerns.

In December the 23 members of the Na-
tional Board of the Basque nationalist
coalition party Herri Batasuna (HB),
People’s Unity Coalition, were each sen-
tenced by the Supreme Court to seven
years’ imprisonment for “collaboration
with an armed band”. They were acquit-
ted of “belonging to an armed band” and
“defence of terrorism”. In its ruling, the
Court stated that its decision related to an
incident during the 1996 general election
when HB ceded its free television broad-
casting time to ETA by showing an ETA-
made video. This featured three hooded
men, who were seated at a table on which
they had placed their guns, as they set out
ETA's conditions for peace negotiations
and a cease-fire. The defence lawyers pre-
sented an appeal to the Constitutional
Court.

A reform of the law on conscientious
objection to military service, proposed in
1996 (see Amnesty International Report
1997), was still under consideration by
Congress at the end of the year.

Allegations of torture and ill-treatment
by law enforcement officers continued to
be reported. In January Ivdn Gonzélez

Polanco formally accused a municipal po-
lice officer in Badajoz of inflicting serious
injuries on him after he had been arrested
in connection with a traffic incident. A
medical report confirmed that his nose
was fractured and that the bone structure
had been shifted towards the left side of
his face. The police officer, who denied
the charge of ill-treatment, lodged a
counter-complaint against Ivdn Gonzélez.

Allegations of torture were made by an
ETA member detained in connection with
the killing in March of a prison psycholo-
gist in San Sebastian. Fernando Elejalde
Tapia, alleged to have fired the fatal shot,
was taken into custody by officers of the
national police after a short chase and
held under anti-terrorist legislation. Two
days later he was taken to hospital semi-
conscious, with a perforated eardrum, four
broken vertebrae, bruising all over his
body, blackened eyes and a kidney mal-
function. An inquiry ordered by the Min-
istry of the Interior concluded that his
injuries were not the result of police ill-
treatment but of collision with a stationary
car during the chase and of a violent strug-
gle during arrest. A judicial inquiry into
the allegations of torture was continuing.

Mamadou Kane, a Senegalese resident
in Spain, alleged that in March he had
been illegally detained, ill-treated and
racially abused by municipal police offi-
cers at Vigo. The officers, who remain in
active service, were subsequently charged
with illegal detention and ill-treatment.
Other cases of assault by municipal
police officers in Vigo, on both African
immigrants and Spanish citizens, were
reported.

Naia Zuriarrain, arrested in Bilbao in
April for alleged collaboration with ETA,
claimed that while under interrogation at
Indautxu police station she was beaten re-
peatedly, particularly on the back of the
head, and was subjected to death threats
and sexual harassment. She reportedly
lodged a complaint of ill-treatment with
the judge of the National Criminal Court
in Madrid, before whom she appeared the
next day, and was released without
charge.

José Amado Capote Martin, a resident
of Santa Cruz de la Palma in the Canary Is-
lands, lodged a judicial complaint, accOl‘fi'
ing to which in October he was beaten 10
a patrol car by four municipal police of-
ficers. He alleged that he was transferre




to the custody of the national police, who
took him to hospital after blood was found
in his urine, and remained at the hospital
for three days, 12 hours of which were
Spent in intensive care. The municipal
Police officers denied any ill-treatment
Occurred.

In June a Moroccan student was shot
dead in Madrid by a Civil Guard reservist.
Mourad El Abedine, who was walking
with his girlfriend, had reportedly bent
down to tie his shoelace when he was shot
in the shoulder. According to a statement
made by the police, the reservist opened
fire with his revolver after he had been
drinking. The family of Mourad El Abe-
dine claimed that the killing was racially
Mmotjvated.

Several law enforcement officers
charged with torture were tried. In March
a8 Madrid court sentenced four national
Police officers to three months’ impris-
Oonment for the torture of Enrique Erre-
Buerena, who was arrested in 1982 in
Connection with an inquiry into ETA activ-
lties. He had been beaten, plunged in a
bath and given electric shocks to his
Penis. The officers’ trial had been post-
poned on numerous occasions.

In November, three Civil Guards were
each sentenced to four years, two months
and one day's imprisonment and six
Years’ disqualification from public office
for the illegal detention and torture of ETA
member Kepa Urra Guridi following his
arrest in 1992. Three other officers were
acquitted, The Provincial Criminal Court
of Vizcaya found that the three convicted
Officers had tortured Kepa Urra after
taking him to a deserted area, but did
Dot copsider that Kepa Urra had been
ll!'tl‘eated at the Civil Guard barracks in
Bilbao or in the hospital of Basurto
(see Amnesty International Reports 1993
and 1996). The prosecuting authorities
attached to the Court at once appealed
gainst the sentence to the Supreme Court,
Partly on technical grounds and partly on

€ grounds that there was a “huge dispro-
Portion hetween the deed and the punish-
Ment”, The lawyers defending the police
Officers, and the private prosecutors for

Pa Urra, also appealed to the Supreme

ourt,
. ETA continued to commit human rights
.uses against both security forces and
CWilians, and was widely believed to be
"Sponsible for 13 deaths, a significant in-

SPAIN/SRI LANKA

crease on the previous year. Two ETA host-
ages were freed. In July Cosme Delclaux
Zubiria was released by ETA and found
tied to a tree (see Amnesty International
Report 1997). Hours later José Antonio Or-
tega Lara was also discovered, in wretched
conditions in a cell beneath an abandoned
warehouse (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1997). Days afterwards ETA kid-
napped and killed Miguel Angel Blanco
Garrido, a local town councillor. A further
killing by ETA of a town councillor, José
Luis Caso, in December was widely seen
as a riposte to the Supreme Court judg-
ment on the members of the HB National
Board (see above).

Amnesty International sought informa-
tion on new allegations of illegal detention
and ill-treatment; it urged the authorities
to ensure that all such allegations were
thoroughly and impartially investigated.
The organization wrote to the Ombuds-
man, expressing concern about the fatal
shooting of Mourad El Abedine and re-
questing confirmation that administrative
and judicial inquiries had been set up to
look into the circumstances of his death.
The Ombudsman’s office replied that in-
quiries were under way. Amnesty Interna-
tional submitted information to the uN
Committee against Torture about specific
cases of torture and ill-treatment. It also
expressed concern at the long delays be-
fore judgments in such cases were reached
and at the continuing effective impunity
of law enforcement officers charged with
or convicted of ill-treatment or torture.

Amnesty International repeatedly con-
demned abuses by armed opposition
groups, such as deliberate and arbitrary
killings and hostage-taking, as contraven-
tions of international humanitarian law.
The organization publicly called on ETA to
release its hostages immediately and with-
out conditions.

= )
SRI LANKA

Thousands of Tamil people were arres-
ted, including scores of possible prisoners
of conscience. Torture and ill-treatment
in army and police custody were
widespread. Approximately 80 Tamil
civilians were reported to have “disap-
peared”. There were several reports of
alleged extrajudicial executions. Three
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detainees were killed in prison. The Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), an
armed opposition group, was responsible
for grave human rights abuses, including
the killing of two members of parliament.

Armed conflict between the LTTE and
the government continued. Hundreds of
combatants died in heavy fighting during
an army offensive started in May to open a
land supply route to the northern penin-
sula of Jaffna through the “Vanni”, an area
largely controlled by the LTTE. Tens of
thousands of people were displaced by the
fighting.

In July the state of emergency, which
had been in force throughout the country,
was confined to the north and east, and to
the capital, Colombo, and surrounding
areas. In August, September and October,
it was further extended to several areas
bordering the north and east.

In March members of the newly-created
Human Rights Commission (HRC) were ap-
pointed. The functions of the Human
Rights Task Force (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1995 to 1997) were trans-
ferred to the HRcC from July onwards.

In October Sri Lanka ratified the (first)
Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
The uN Special Rapporteur on extrajudi-
cial, summary or arbitrary executions vis-
ited the country, including the north and
east, in September.

The three commissions of inquiry
established in late 1994 to look into past
human rights violations, particularly “dis-
appearances”, (see Amnesty International
Reports 1995 to 1997) presented their final
reports to President Chandrika Ban-
daranaike Kumaratunga in September.

They had reportedly found evidence of
16,742 “disappearances” since 1 January
1988. The government announced it would
make the reports public and initiate legal
proceedings in those cases where the com-
missions found prima facie evidence
against members of the security forces.

A Board of Investigation, set up in late
1996 within the Ministry of Defence to in-
vestigate “disappearances” reported in
Jaffna, received complaints concerning
760 people. Of these, 180 were found to be
in detention or to have been released; the
others remained unaccounted for at the
end of the year.

In July the President reissued direct-
ives, initially introduced in 1995, aimed at
safeguarding the welfare of detainees.
Among the provisions were requirements
to issue “arrest receipts” and to report all
arrests and detentions to the HrRc within 48
hours (see Amnesty International Reports
1996 and 1997).

Thousands of Tamil people, including
scores of possible prisoners of conscience,
were arrested during security operations
in all parts of the country. According to of-
ficial figures, 8,652 people were arrested
in Colombo alone between July 1996 and
July 1997. After an attack on the World
Trade Centre in Colombo in October, ap-
parently by the LTTE, 965 Tamil people
were arrested, including 139 women. Ap-
proximately 50 of them were detained for
further investigation. At the end of the
year, an estimated 1,200 people were de-
tained without charge or trial under the
Emergency Regulations or Prevention of
Terrorism Act, of whom 400 had been
held for more than two years. The security
forces also held relatives of LTTE members
as hostages in order to put pressure on
LTTE suspects to give themselves up. Sin-
nathamby Kanmany, whose daughter was
suspected of being an LTTE member, was
arrested in March in Vavuniya and held
without charge or trial for four months by
the Crime Detection Bureau in Colombo:
She was finally released in July on the or-
der of the Supreme Court.

Full implementation of safeguards for
the welfare of detainees remained a con-
cern. There were reports of the use of
unauthorized places of detention, particu-
larly in the north and east but also in
Colombo. Some of them were run by
Tamil armed groups fighting alongside the
security forces.




Torture and ill-treatment in army and
police custody were widespread. Kumaru
Selvaratnam was arrested in March on
suspicion of involvement with the LTTE.
During the first eight days of his detention
at Slave Island police station in Colombo,
he was assaulted with a broomstick. He
suffered injury to the testicles as a result
of which they had to be surgically re-
moved. In Jaffna, torture was widespread.
Methods included near-suffocation with
Pl_astic bags filled with petrol; beatings
with wire and plastic pipes; electric
shocks; and suspension by the thumbs or
ankles. The Supreme Court awarded com-
Pensation to a 14-year-old girl who had
been tortured by police in Hungama in
1995. No prosecutions were initiated un-
der the Convention against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment Act (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1995).

There were several allegations of rape

Y members of the security forces, particu-
arly in the north and east. In March Velan
Rasamma, a widow, and her sister, Velan
Vasantha, were reportedly raped by four
Soldiers in Mayilampaveli Colony, Bat-
| ticaloa district. The soldiers allegedly in-
Volved were arrested, but later released
after the women failed to identify them at
an jdentification parade, apparently be-
Cause of fear of reprisals.

Approximately 80 Tamil civilians re-
Portedly “disappeared” after arrest by the
army, most in Jaffna, Batticaloa, Mannar
and  Killinochchi. Further evidence
emerged about approximately 600 “disap-
Pearances” reported in Jaffna in 1996 (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). As
F]an}' as 190 “disappearances” were repor-
ef:{ in July 1996 alone, apparently in re-
Prisal for attacks by the LTTE at the

€ginning of that month. Among those
Ztho “disappeared” during 1997 in Bat-
v'(ialoa were Somanadan Dharmalingam, a
r; lage headman, and Perinpam Prabaha-
atn' who were last seen talking to soldiers
th(? Sittandy army camp in September.
espite appeals to the Deputy Minister of
ef‘ence_ their fate and whereabouts re-
Mained unknown at the end of the year.
. T}}ere‘ were several reports of alleged
Xtra]ll.dlmal executions, particularly in
nal‘ium-ya and the “Vanni”, where inter-
ally displaced people trying to return to
: elr homes were killed by the army. In
€Ptember the bodies of the Reverend

SRI LANKA

Arulpalan and two labourers, Joseph and
his 16-year-old son Surendran, were
found in Shalom Nagar, their home vil-
lage, in the security zone around
Killinochchi town. They had “disap-
peared” after they were seen being arres-
ted by soldiers when they went to cut
some palmyrah leaves in August. Accord-
ing to reports, the Reverend Arulpalan
had been shot in the head and Suren-
dran’s head had reportedly been severed
and placed between his legs. The army de-
nied responsibility for the killings and
blamed the LTTE. In Vavuniya members of
the People’s Liberation Organization of
Tamil Eelam, an armed Tamil group work-
ing alongside the security forces, were sus-
pected of being responsible for the
deliberate killing of several civilians, in-
cluding internally displaced people. Mu-
rugesupillai Koneswary was killed when
police officers attached to the Central
Camp police station in Batticaloa district
allegedly threw a grenade at her genitals.
In September police officers from the
Central Camp area, together with Home
Guards, were accused of the deliberate
killing of five civilians in reprisal for the
killing of a constable by the LTTE the previ-
ous day.

One Muslim and two Tamil detainees
were killed at Kalutara prison in Decem-
ber by a group of Sinhalese criminal pris-
oners in an apparently premeditated
attack. There were reports that prison staff
and army personnel failed to take meas-
ures to protect the detainees, and that
some were actively involved in the attack.
A presidential commission of inquiry was
appointed to investigate the killings.

Police officers charged with murdering
12 prisoners in Nittambuwa, Gampaha
district, in 1990 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1991, 1992 and 1996) were
acquitted in April owing to lack of evid-
ence. The trial of nine soldiers charged

with the rape and murder of Krishanthy |

Kumarasamy and the murder of her
mother, brother and neighbour in 1996
started in November (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). Little progress was
reported in the inquiries into the deaths of
people whose bodies were found during

exhumations in 1994, or those found in |
lakes and rivers around Colombo in mid-
1995 (see Amnesty International Report |
1996). Three police officers were charged |
with the abduction and murder of Richard |
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de Zoysa in February 1990 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1991 and 1992).

The trial of a school principal and eight
army personnel charged in connection
with the “disappearance” of a group of
young people at Embilipitiya in late 1989
and early 1990 continued throughout the
year (see Amnesty International Reports
1995 to 1997).

The LTTE was responsible for grave hu-
man rights abuses, including the killing of
two members of parliament —~ Arunasalam
Thangathurai of the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front and Mohamed Maharoof of the
United National Party — in the Trincoma-
lee area in July. At least nine civilians
were killed in an attack on the World
Trade Centre in Colombo in October. In
Jaffna several people were detained and
killed on suspicion of being army in-
formants. In June Kugathasan Sritharan, a
farmer from Udupiddy, Jaffna, was shot
dead and a hand grenade was thrown at
his body. A leaflet left on his body stated
that he had been punished by the LTTE be-
cause he was an army informant.

The LTTE was also responsible for tak-
ing hostages. In July, 35 Muslim and four
Sinhalese villagers from Irakkakandy,
Trincomalee district, were abducted by
members of the LTTE. When villagers made
representations to the local LTTE leader,
they were told to negotiate with the army
for the release of five members of the LTTE
who had been handed over to the army by
local residents. All the villagers had been
released by the end of November. Nine
crew members of the passenger ferry
Misen were taken prisoner in July off the
coast of Mannar district. Two Indonesian
nationals were released after a few days,
but seven Sri Lankans remained held at
the end of the year. They had not been
given access to the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (icrc) nor had they
been allowed to communicate with their
relatives. The LTTE stated that they were
being held because the ship was “trespass-
ing within Tamil Eelam’s maritime
limits”. The fate of several prisoners
of conscience and Tamil and Muslim pris-
oners held for several years remained
unclarified.

In August an Amnesty International
delegation visited the country, including
Jaffna, and met with government officials.
This was the first visit to Jaffna by the
organization since 1982. An Amnesty

International delegation met President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga at
the time of the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting in Edinburgh, Scot-
land, in October.

In November Amnesty International
published a report, Sri Lanka: Govern-
ment’s response to the widespread “dis-
appearances” in Jaffna during 1996. It
acknowledged the action taken by the gov-
ernment to curb “disappearances” in
Jaffna but pointed to the need to address
underlying structures and practices in the
security forces. Throughout the year, Am-
nesty International called for a halt to
“disappearances” and other human rights
violations; for the prosecution of alleged
perpetrators; and for a review of the Emer-
gency Regulations and the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. It also urged the govern-
ment to establish an independent inquiry
into the killing of three detainees at Kalu-
tara prison.

Amnesty International appealed to the
leadership of the LTTE for the uncondi-
tional release of hostages and for all pris-
oners to be given immediate access to the
ICRC, to be treated humanely and to be
given the opportunity to communicate
with their relatives. The organization also
appealed for a halt to deliberate and arbit-
rary killings of civilians. In May, it asked
for information about nine members of the
security forces taken prisoner by the LTTE
in the course of armed confrontations and
feared to have been deliberately killed in
custody. No response was received to a
memorandum setting out longstanding
concerns about human rights abuses by
the LTTE submitted in 1996 (see Amnesty
International Report 1997).
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Hundreds of suspected opponents of the
government, including prisoners of con-
science, were detained without charge or
trial for periods ranging from a few
weeks to several months. More than 50
political prisoners received unfair trials:
Torture and ill-treatment by security offi-
cials and police remained common; at
least two prisoners died after being tor-
tured. Courts imposed judicial punish-
ments of flogging and amputation:
Hundreds of women and children weré




abducted by paramilitary forces; the fate
of hundreds of children abducted in pre-
vious years remained unknown. Scores of
people were extrajudicially executed in
the war zones. At least 11 prisoners were
sentenced to death. Armed opposition
Sroups were responsible for human rights
abuses,

The government of President Omar
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir faced intensified
armed opposition from the military wing
of the National Democratic Alliance (NDa),
an umbrella grouping of banned political
Parties and trade unions. In January the
Sufian Alliance Forces (SAF) led by Abdel
A_ZIZ Khalid and the Sudan People’s Liber-
ation Army (spra) led by John Garang
de Mabior captured territory in eastern
Sudan, close to a dam that provides

hartoum, the capital, with most of its
eleCtl‘ic:ity. Between March and May the
SPLA gained hundreds of kilometres of ter-
Ntory and encircled Juba, the largest city
1 southern Sudan. Meanwhile, the spLa,
SAF and the Beja Congress, another armed
g{’Pos'ition group, captured territory along

€ Eritrean border. The Sudanese Govern-
ment accused the Eritrean, Ethiopian and
.8andan governments of mounting an inva-
tSIOn. The Sudanese authorities continued
O support Ugandan armed opposition
Movements responsible for gross human
Mghts abuses and to allow them to use
ases in Sudan (see Uganda entry),

ma‘f\PPrpximately 4.5 million people re-
Sanl:;ed internally displaced. Tens of thou-
8 $ fled the fighting in eastern Sudan in
Etr]ll‘mry; approximately 5,000 crossed into
retumpla' Over 60,000 refugees in Uganda
i eimed to southern Sudan in April, after

T camps were attacked and the Ugan-
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dan authorities refused to allow food
rations to be distributed in surrounding
towns and villages.

In April the government followed the
peace charter signed in 1996 by conclud-
ing a peace agreement with the South Su-
dan Independence Army, a group calling
itself the spLA led by Kerubino Kuanyin
Bol that had been operating as a govern-
ment militia in Bahr al-Ghazal, and four
little-known southern Sudanese groups.
The southern signatories merged their
armed forces into a new organization, the
South Sudan Defence Force. In November
peace talks in Nairobi between the govern-
ment and the spLA, mediated by the Inter-
Governmental Authority on Development
(1cAD) countries (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya
and Uganda), adjourned without progress.

In January the un Special Rapporteur
on Sudan arrived in Khartoum just as a
clamp-down on political opponents began
(see below). The authorities indicated that
they were unable to guarantee his safety,
as a result of which he was forced to leave
the country. However, he was able to re-
turn to Khartoum in September. In April
the uN Commission on Human Rights ex-
pressed deep concern at continuing grave
human rights violations and abuses in Su-
dan and alarm at the large numbers of for-
cibly displaced in the country. For the
third year running, the Commission rec-
ommended the placement of international
human rights field officers. Once again
they were not in place by the end of the
year.

In May a commission of inquiry estab-
lished by the government in 1992 into
events in Juba in which over 200 people
“disappeared” reported that five em-
ployees of foreign organizations, including
the uN, had been executed after being tried
by military tribunals. The trials did not
conform to international standards of fair
trial. Eighty-nine others brought before the
tribunals were either executed or given
prison sentences; 11 men were acquitted.
However, the report, which contained a
number of internal inconsistencies, failed
to account for the remaining 135 people
who “disappeared” (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997).

Hundreds of suspected opponents of
the government, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested during the year
and detained without charge or trial for
periods ranging from a few weeks to
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several months. In Khartoum most prison-
ers were held in a section of Kober prison
run by the security services. However, se-
cret detention centres notorious for torture,
known as “ghost houses”, were also in use.
Many suspected political opponents, in-
cluding recently released prisoners, had to
report daily to security offices where they
were made to wait until sunset.

Within hours of the military incursion
by the spLA and SAF in January, scores of
suspected political opponents in Khar-
toum and other northern Sudanese cities
were detained. President al-Bashir de-
scribed the arrests as a precautionary
measure that would “end when the for-
eign threat is removed”. Among the first to
be arrested were former members of the
banned organizations that made up the
NDA in exile. They included Abdel Mah-
mud Haj Saleh, a former Minister of Just-
ice and member of the Umma party; Sid
Ahmad al-Hussein, a former Deputy Prime
Minister and member of the Democratic
Unionist Party; and Awad al-Karim Mo-
hamed Ahmad, a trade unionist and mem-
ber of the Sudan Communist Party (scp).

In the days and weeks that followed,
hundreds of less well-known people were
arrested. They included adherents of tra-
ditional Sufi orders of Islam, former mem-
bers of banned political parties, students,
workers, trade unionists, doctors, lawyers,
businessmen, engineers, civil servants and
Eritrean and Ethiopian nationals. By the
end of February, more than 250 suspected
political opponents were in detention.

Although at least 100 further arrests
took place in March and April, the author-
ities also began to release prisoners. For
example, Saudi Darraj, a former member
of the banned scp, and nine other trade
unionists and left-wing activists were re-
leased in Khartoum in March. However, at
the end of the month Jalal Ismail Awadal-
lah, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Amin and two
other trade unionists were detained in
Port Sudan.

In May the authorities announced the
release of all political detainees and is-
sued a list of 71 men freed in the middle
of the month. Most detainees held in
Kober prison in Khartoum had been re-
leased by the start of June.

However, as with similar announce-
ments in previous years, not all political
detainees were actually released. George
Berhane Kidane, a Sudanese of Ethiopian

origin, and Abubakr Abbas al-Zein, an en-
gineer in the eastern town of Damazin,
who were both originally detained in Jan-
uary, remained in prison with at least 17
other suspected left-wing activists, includ-
ing Awad al-Karim Mohamed Ahmad.

There were further arrests within days
of the announced releases. For example,
Abdelbasit Abbas, a paediatrician, and
more than 20 other men were arrested at
the start of June. Abdelbasit Abbas was
released without charge in October, but
Mauwia Ali al-Shafie, a doctor, and Kamal
Abdulrahman, a lawyer, were among 13
men brought to trial in December on di-
verse treason-related charges.

More than 50 political prisoners arres-
ted in previous years received unfair milit-
ary trials in which their rights to a defence
and to appeal were infringed. The military
trial of Colonel Awad al-Karim Omar
Ibrahim al-Nagar and 30 others accused of
waging war against the state, which began
in August 1996, concluded in mid-1997.
Nineteen defendants received prison sen-
tences ranging from one month to 15
years; nine others were acquitted (see Am-
nesty International 1997). Twenty soldiers
and civilians arrested in Port Sudan in
August 1996 and accused of an attempted
coup were court-martialled in proceedings
that began in February and concluded in
April. Six men were given prison sen-
tences ranging from five to 20 years, five
were given administrative sentences and
nine were acquitted.

Torture and ill-treatment by security
officials and police remained common;
detainees held in security offices and
secret detention centres on suspicion of
plotting against the government or having
information about opposition activities
were particularly at risk. Anti-government
demonstrators were frequently beaten at
the moment of arrest and on arrival at a se-
curity office. At least two detainees died
after being tortured. In June Mauwia
Awad Khojali died of burns sustained in @
secret detention centre in May. In October
Amin Bedawi Mustapha died in detention
after torture.

Courts imposed sentences of flogging
and amputation. Flogging was common
for offences against “public order” O©f
“public decency”, the latter an offence
that was particularly applied to women:
For example, in December, 25 women TIe"
ceived 10 lashes each after they demon-




strated against the conscription of sec-
ondary-school leavers into the armed
fO.fceS- They received an unfair summary
trial before a Public Order Court and were
among 38 women arrested and beaten
with batons and rubber hosepipes as they
attempted to deliver a petition to UN of-
fices. One woman received a further 30
lashes for wearing trousers and a shirt,
which the court defined as indecent dress.

In August, three men convicted of
hiraba (armed robbery) were sentenced to
amputation of the right hand and left foot
by courts in Darfur. In November the Min-
Ister of Justice reported to the National
Assembly that five sentences of limb
amputation had been carried out since
1989,

In March and April Popular Defence
Force (ppF) paramilitary forces and other
militia abducted hundreds of women and
Children during military operations in
Bahr al-Ghazal and the Nuba Mountains.
For example, in March over 100 women
and children were abducted by pDF troops
Sent to reinforce Kerubino Kuanyin Bol's
forces around Wun Rog. Hundreds of
Children abducted in Bahr al-Ghazal and
the Nuba Mountains in previous years
Temained unaccounted for. Although the
8overnment continued to deny the exist-
eénce of slavery, in July the Deputy Chair-
Man of the National Assembly’s Human

18hts Committee said that children from
Northern Bahr al-Ghazal were being ab-
ducted for use as slaves.
. A Ugandan armed opposition group,
€ Lord’s Resistance Army (Lra), armed
:Ed supplied by the Sudanese authorities,
ducted hundreds of Ugandan children,
Who were then held captive along with

Ousands of children abducted in previ-
OUs years, for use as child soldiers. They
Were held in bases in Sudan, next to Su-

anese army positions and were fre-

(SIUent]y tortured and ill-treated. The
irRdanese authorities made no attempt to

€IVene to free children held by the Lra

| On Syudanese territory (see Uganda entry).

|t

assault that was apparently aimed at de- | tional called on the government to end

Scores of unarmed civilians were extra-

' judicially executed by the regular army

and the pDF and other militia. For exam-
Ple,ina military campaign starting in Feb-
Tuary, the army and poF burned down
home§ and granaries in villages along
frmges of Jebel Limon in a sustained

SUDAN

the Nuba Mountains under SpLA control.
At least six people were extrajudicially
executed after they failed to escape,
among them an elderly woman who was
burned to death in her hut. Dozens of ex-
trajudicial executions took place around
Wun Rog and Gogrial in fighting in Febru-
ary and March.

At least 11 people convicted of crim-
inal offences were sentenced to death. In
November the Minister of Justice an-
nounced that since 1989, out of 894 death
sentences passed for murder and armed
robbery, 112 executions had been carried
out.

Armed opposition groups were res-
ponsible for human rights abuses, includ-
ing torture, abducting and ill-treating
children for use as soldiers, and deliberate
and arbitrary killings. The victims in-
cluded some government officials cap-
tured during fighting. For example, in May
the spLA tortured and deliberately and ar-
bitrarily killed Samuel Mabor Malek, a re-
tired Major-General of Prisons, after they
captured the southern town of Rumbek.

Amnesty International urged both the
government and armed opposition groups
to end human rights abuses. The organiza-
tion called on the government to release
prisoners of conscience, to end detention
without charge or trial and torture and to
commute death sentences.

In April Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Sudan: A new clamp-
down on political opponents, which
described the arrest of political opponents
since the start of the year. A report pub-
lished in May, In search of safety: the
forcibly displaced and human rights in
Africa, contained a chapter describing hu-
man rights abuses against the 4.5 million
people internally displaced by war in
Sudan and called for action from gov-
ernment, armed opposition groups and in-
ternational organizations to secure their
protection.

In September Amnesty International
published a report, Uganda: Breaking
God’s commands - the destruction of
childhood by the Lord’s Resistance Army,
which described the Sudanese authorities’
use of the LRA as a militia and said that the
Sudanese Government could be held res-
ponsible for many of the armed group’s
human rights abuses. Amnesty Interna-

Populating one of the more fertile parts of | its supply of weapons, bases and other

e e e
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support to the LRA and to intervene to free
abducted children. The government de-
nied that it had links with the LrA.

In December Amnesty International re-
ceived a letter from the Minister of Justice
inviting the organization to send a delega-
tion to Sudan (see Amnesty International
1997).
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Prisoners of conscience were arbitrarily
detained. Law enforcement officers ill-
treated detainees and unarmed demon-
strators. Eight prisoners remained under
sentence of death.

Political activity continued to be
banned and the rights of freedom of as-
sembly and expression were restricted. A
number of demonstrations and strikes
took place, including a month-long na-
tional strike in February, in protest at
these restrictions. The Constitutional Re-
view Commission appointed by King
Mswati m in 1996 had produced few re-
sults by the end of the year, and the state
of emergency imposed in 1973 remained
in force.

In November the Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting introduced a bill in
parliament which would permit the im-
prisonment of journalists for violations of
a government-drafted code of ethics.

Prisoners of conscience were arbitrarily
detained. They included senior Swaziland
Federation of Trade Unions (sFTu) officials
Jabulani Nxumalo, Richard Nxumalo, Jan
Sithole (see Amnesty International Report
1997) and Themba Msibi, who were de-

! tained on 31 January, prior to the planned

national strike. On 3 February they were
charged under Section 12 of the 1963 Pub-
lic Order Act with acting in common
purpose to “intimidate” and “molest” bus
owners into suspending bus services. Bail
was denied as the Minister of Justice had,
on the day of their arrest, announced that
their offence fell within the scope of the
Non-Bailable Offences Act. On 26 Febru-
ary the trial magistrate acquitted the trade
unionists of the charges and ordered their
release, after strongly criticizing the police
evidence as lacking any credibility.

In another incident, police officers de-
tained Simon Noge, Secretary of the
Human Rights Association of Swaziland
and Chairperson of the Swaziland Demo-

cratic Alliance, on 5 February. When his |

lawyer challenged the legality of the po-
lice officers’ action, they threatened to ar-
rest him too. Simon Noge was released
without charge the following day. In Octo-
ber police officers who dispersed a peace-
ful demonstration by striking teachers and
their supporters reportedly detained sev-
eral hundred demonstrators for several
hours before releasing them without
charge.

Some detainees were ill-treated by po-
lice officers. In one case Mxolisi Mbatha,
an SFTU official arrested with other trade
union colleagues on 3 February, was
kicked, beaten and dragged across the
ground before being put in a cell with
other detainees at Manzini Regional Police
Headquarters. The police then allegedly
sprayed tear-gas into the cell. Mxolisi
Mbatha, who is paraplegic as a result of
previous accident, was denied access to
medical care while in detention. Follow-
ing his release without charge some twoO
days later, he required emergency and
then prolonged treatment in hospital. He
instituted legal proceedings against the
government, who denied liability. The
case was expected to reach the courts in
1998.

On a number of occasions the security
forces ill-treated unarmed demonstrators
and striking workers. In a case in October»
police officers used tear-gas and batons to
disperse peaceful demonstrators who had
gathered near the national airport to peti-
tion the King on his return to the country-
Among those ill-treated was a school
teacher who ran into a police patrol while
trying to escape the tear-gas. They al-

legedly verbally insulted her, beat her I
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severely and smashed her glasses. When
she fled she was set upon by soldiers, who
allegedly beat her and threw her into a
ditch. Legal proceedings instituted against
the government on her behalf were under
way at the end of the year.
Eight prisoners remained under sen-
tence of death, of whom four had appeals
ending before the appeal court. The other
our had exhausted all channels of appeal
except clemency appeals to the King. No
New death sentences were imposed and
there were no executions. However, the
Possibility of renewed executions had
been raised by the Minister of Justice.
. An Amnesty International representat-
'Ve visited the country in February to in-
Vestigate reports of ill-treatment in police
Custody and other concerns. The organiza-
tlo_n called on the government to release
Prisoners of conscience; expressed con-
Cel'ﬂ‘ about the misuse of laws to harass,
gsziam ;.ar.1d ill-treat government opponents
critics; and called for the rights of
beedom of expression and association to
e fully respected.

SWEDEN

3:; ffjeath of a man in police custody re-
" 09 ﬂ.aws in the investigative system.
in c"l‘n:allon. emerged about other deaths
Ofiu? ody since 1992. There were reports
-ileatment by police officers.
In May the un Committee against Tor-
lnge 'ili‘nd Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad-
& Teatment or Punishment expressed
e about people being held in solit-
timeco;flr_lement for prolonged periods of
uring pre-trial detention; isolated

tur,
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cases of ill-treatment by the police; and
methods used by the police with regard to
crowd control.

The investigation by the regional pub-
lic prosecutor into the death of Osmo
Vallo, who died in May 1995 while in po-
lice custody in Karlstad, was closed in
April after a second post-mortem exam-
ination. Police who had been called to in-
vestigate a disturbance approached Osmo
Vallo, who was reportedly under the in-
fluence of drugs and alcohol. Eye-wit-
nesses stated that police officers kicked
him in the back, unleashed a police dog
which bit him many times, and stamped
on his back as he lay handcuffed, face
down on the ground. Once police officers
realized that he had collapsed, they made
no attempt to resuscitate him; instead they
drove him, face down and still hand-
cuffed, to a hospital. There he was
pronounced dead. Two post-mortem ex-
aminations failed to identify the exact
cause of death. Of various reports issued
following these examinations, one indi-
cated that he might have died from the
combined effects of alcohol, drugs and se-
vere physical exertion; another indicated
that he might have died from the com-
bined effects of alcohol, drugs and pos-
tural asphyxia. The first examination
recorded signs of 39 wounds and bruises
on Osmo Vallo’s face, arms and legs.

Following the first examination, the
two arresting police officers were convic-
ted in 1996 in connection with their fail-
ure to control the dog and were fined. No
criminal proceedings were brought in con-
nection with the other reports of ill-treat-
ment, and no disciplinary proceedings
were initiated.

During the year it emerged that in the
past five years there had been about a
dozen deaths in custody in similar cir-
cumstances. Some of these deaths had
been caused by postural asphyxia, or pos-
tural asphyxia combined with the effects
of drugs or alcohol.

Three men alleged that they were ill-
treated and subjected to racist abuse by
police officers, following the arrest of one
of them for driving offences in Stockholm
in November. The three men made formal
complaints about their treatment; they
were subsequently charged with making a
false complaint.

In April Amnesty International raised

its concerns about the circumstances of |
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Osmo Vallo’s death with the government.
The organization also expressed its con-
cerns about his death to the uN Committee
against Torture. In October Amnesty Inter-
national issued a report, Sweden: Osmo
Vallo - action needed to prevent more
deaths in custody, which highlighted a
number of areas of concern. The organiza-
tion urged the authorities to reopen the
case for further investigation. Amnesty In-
ternational also urged the government to
initiate a comprehensive review of all
recent deaths of people in the custody of
law enforcement officials in which re-
straint methods may have contributed to
the cause of death, and to make the find-
ings public.

In October the Minister of Justice re-
quested the Chancellor of Justice to exam-
ine how the authorities acted in the case of
Osmo Vallo and other similar cases. The
Prosecutor General initiated a review of the
prosecution authorities’ decisions in these
cases. In addition, the National Police
Board issued instructions on the dangers of
certain restraint methods.

In December Amnesty International
wrote to the government about allegations
of ill-treatment and racist abuse by police
officers.

There were further allegations of ill-treat-
ment of detainees by police officers.

The findings of a visit of inspection
carried out in February 1996 by the Euro-
pean Committee for the Prevention of Tor-
ture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment were published in June, to-
gether with the federal government’s in-

terim response. The Committee examined
the treatment of people held in various
places of detention in the cantons of Bern,
Geneva, Ticino, Valais, Vaud and Zurick.

The great majority of detainees inter-
viewed indicated that they had been cor-
rectly treated by the police. However, the
Committee stated that it had met “a cer-
tain number of people, in particular for-
eign nationals and people arrested in
connection with drugs-related offences,
who alleged having been subjected to ill-
treatment, consisting mainly of insults,
slaps and blows, by police officers at the
time of arrest”. It said that the delegation
had also heard some isolated allegations
of ill-treatment inflicted during police
interrogation.

The Committee noted that the situation
regarding the implementation of the core
recommendations on safeguards against ill-
treatment in police custody made follow-
ing its first visit of inspection in 1991 had
“scarcely developed”. The Committee
recommended that the Swiss authorities
re-examine their position on these matters.

In November the UN Committee against
Torture considered Switzerland’s third pe-
riodic report on its implementation of the
UN Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. It expressed concern about
“frequent” allegations of ill-treatment by
police and a lack of independent mechan-
isms for registering and investigating such
allegations. It recommended the introduc-
tion of such mechanisms in all cantons.
The Committee regretted the non-exist-
ence in some cantons of certain legal guar-
antees providing safeguards against
ill-treatment for detainees in police cus-
tody, “especially for foreigners” . It recom-
mended the harmonization of the 26
cantonal codes of penal procedure, “par
ticularly with regard to the granting of
fundamental guarantees” in police cus-
tody. It stressed the need to allow criminal
suspects to contact a lawyer or their fam-
ily and to be examined by an independent
doctor, immediately after arrest, after each
interrogation and before being brought be-
fore an investigating magistrate or being
released. The Committee said it was “ser-
iously concerned about the absence of ap-
propriate reaction” by the competent
authorities to complaints of police ill-
treatment. It recommended that Switzer-
land pay “the greatest possible attention”




to such cases so as to ensure the opening
of investigations and, in proven cases, the
Imposition of adequate sanctions.

In March Switzerland ratified the Con-
Vention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women.

New allegations of police ill-treatment
often concerned foreign nationals.
Clement Nwankwo, a prominent Nigerian
!aWyer and human rights activist, said that
In April Geneva police officers stopped
him on the street, without explanation. He
stated that he presented his identity
Papers, as requested, but that police offi-
Cers then kicked and punched him,
Tacially abused him, beat him with their
fists and batons, and put a baton across his
Neck, exerting such pressure that he lost
Consciousness. He claimed that after trans-
fer to a police station he was slapped,
forced to strip naked and then left in his
Underpants, handcuffed painfully to a
table leg in an interview room, for around
an hour. A medical certificate issued the
d?y after his release, recording injuries to
his wrists and left eye, stated that “in all
Probability” they could have been caused

Y the ill-treatment he alleged. He was re-
ased after about 72 hours' detention,
after being tried under a summary proced-
Ure and found guilty of shoplifting and re-
Sisting the police. He entered a formal
Challenge against the conviction and was
Committed for full trial in June when he
was acquitted of shoplifting, but again
Convicted of resisting the police. His ap-
Peal against the conviction was examined
Y a Geneva court in September. In De-
Cember the court confirmed the conviction
and Clement Nwankwo lodged an appeal
With the Federal Court.

. Following an administrative investiga-
tion into the alleged incidents, the Geneva
Cantonal authorities informed Clement
Wankwo that his “strong resistance” to
&Test had led the police officers to use
Orce. However, they apologized for “the
onditions” of his detention in the inter-
View room and promised sanctions against
t € officers concerned. Clement Nwankwo
mal'ntained all his allegations against the
pol§ce and lodged a criminal complaint
3gainst them in July. It was still under
Consideration by the Geneva Prosecutor
©Neral at the end of the year.

There were delays in several judicial
Proceedings relating to alleged police ill-
Weatment. In September the Ticino can-

SWITZERLAND |

tonal authorities stated that investigations
were still continuing into a criminal com-
plaint lodged three years earlier by two
Turkish Kurds. They alleged that Ticino
police had punched and kicked them and
beaten them with a chair during their de-
tention in June 1994.

In March a Ticino court rejected an ap-
peal lodged by Turkish Kurds Abuzer Tas-
tan and Ali Doymaz against a ruling by the
Procurator General. He had ruled that
there were no grounds to prosecute Chi-
asso police officers whom the complain-
ants had accused of ill-treating them in
April 1995 (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1996 and 1997). In their appeal,
Abuzer Tastan and Ali Doymaz protested
that the procurator had closed his invest-
igation without questioning or contacting
them, and also without questioning the ac-
cused officers or their colleagues, or any of
three possible witnesses. He had ques-
tioned only an interpreter who had as-
sisted them during police interviews, but
who had not been present at the time of
the alleged incidents. In July the federal
court rejected their appeal against the Ti-
cino court’s decision, but stated that it was
not competent to examine their complaint
that the procurator had not questioned
them or corresponded directly with them.

In July the Lugano Public Prosecutor
stated that the allegations which A.S., an
asylum-seeker from the Kosovo province
of Yugoslavia, made in a complaint
against Lugano police officers in January
1996 were unfounded (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). A.S. had claimed
that, following his arrest for theft, officers
had ill-treated him, causing serious in-
juries described in medical certificates is-
sued within hours of his release from
police custody. He stated that police de-
nied his requests for medical treatment
and coerced him into signing a document
written in Italian — a language he did not
understand — withdrawing his asylum ap-
plication. The prosecutor stated that it ap-
peared that A.S. had tried to escape
during questioning, slightly injuring a po-
licewoman, and had assaulted other po-
lice officers who were obliged to use
“coercive methods proportionate to the
situation”. The prosecutor did not com-
ment on the apparent failure to provide
A.S. with medical treatment during his
detention or on the withdrawal of his asy-
lum application, but said that, according
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to the police officers’ statements, A.S. was
not pressurized or threatened and made
“no requests of any kind during his deten-
tion”. She also indicated that on release
A.S. was informed that the injured officer
reserved the right to lodge a complaint
against him for causing bodily harm.

In May the Geneva Procurator General
informed Marc Guerrero that no further
action would be taken on the complaint
which he had lodged against Geneva po-
lice officers in March 1996, after his arrest
for theft (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1997). He had accused Geneva police
officers of ill-treating him and depriving
him of necessary medical assistance for
several hours. The Procurator indicated
that he agreed with the conclusions of the
investigating magistrate that Marc Guer-
rero’s allegations had been “contradicted
by the inquiries carried out”.

In June and September Amnesty Inter-
national observers attended the court
hearings in the case of Clement Nwankwo.

Amnesty International sought informa-
tion from the authorities on the steps
taken to investigate new allegations of ill-
treatment and the outcome of inquiries
opened into such allegations in previous
years. In response the authorities provided
information about the status of investiga-
tions and court proceedings: in some cases
they stated that the allegations were un-
founded or that injuries sustained by de-
tainees were the result of police officers
using the degree of force necessary to sub-
due a person violently resisting arrest.

In November Amnesty International is-
sued a report, Switzerland: Comments re-
lating to the submission of the Third
Periodic Report to the un Committee
against Torture, which described some of
the organization’s concerns about alleged
ill-treatment by police as well as official
initiatives aimed at strengthening safe-
guards against ill-treatment.

SYRIA

Dozens of people were arrested on polit-
ical grounds, and hundreds of political
prisoners, including prisoners of con-
science, continued to serve prison sen-
tences or were held without charge or
trial. At least six political prisoners, in-
cluding prisoners of conscience, contin-

ued to be held beyond the expiry of their
sentences. The fate of scores of prisoners
who “disappeared” in previous years re-
mained unknown. Information came to
light about the sentencing to dea.h of one
political prisoner in previous years.

Dozens of people were arrested during
the year on suspicion of involvement in
political activities. They included Zub-
ayda Mugqabel, a press officer at the office
of former Vice-President Rif'at al-Assad,
who was arrested in Damascus by al-Amn
al-Khass (special security) in July and
held in incommunicado detention. Her
whereabouts remained unknown at the
end of the year.

:

At least 20 Kurds were arrested in al-
Haska and Aleppo districts between Janu-
ary and March in connection with
organizing Kurdish cultural activities. At
least 15 were arrested in March on the eve
of the Kurdish Nawruz (New Year) cele-
brations. They were arrested by the Syrian
security service and reportedly detained
in Aleppo, Far' Falastin and ‘Adra pris-
ons. Among them were Khaled Daoud
Sheikhu, ‘Umar Ayoub Hamu and Mahdi
al-‘Ali, who were reportedly arrested for
circulating cassettes of a Kurdish national-
ist song. Most were still in detention at the
end of the year. They were possible pris-
oners of conscience. Most of the Kurds
who were arrested in 1996 (see Amnesty
International Report 1997) were report-
edly released.

Hundreds of political prisoners, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, remained
held without charge or trial, or serving
prison sentences imposed mostly after un-
fair trials.




At least 130 prisoners of conscience
remained held in connection with Hizb
al-‘Amal al-Shuyu‘i, Party for Communist
Action (pca). They included Doha ‘Ashur
al-‘Askari, a student who was arrested in
1993 and sentenced to six years’ imprison-
ment by the Supreme State Security Court
(sssc). ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Khayyir, who was
arrested in Damascus in February 1992
and sentenced by the sssc to 22 years’ im-
Prisonment in August 1995, remained in
detention.

At least 10 prisoners of conscience sen-
tenced by the sssc to terms of imprison-
ment of up to 15 years in connection with
the pca, were released during the year.
They included ‘Abbas ‘Abbas, who was
released in March after completing his
15-year prison sentence (see Amnesty
International Report 1997), and Munif
Mulhim, who was released in April after
“disappearing” for two months following
the expiry of his 15-year prison term.

About a dozen prisoners of conscience
Continued to serve prison sentences for al-
eged activities in connection with al-Hizb
al-Shuyu'i al-Maktab al-Siyassi, Commun-
Ist Party-Political Bureau (cppB). Riad al-
Turk, a leading member of the cppB, who
Was arrested in 1980 continued to be de-
tained jncommunicado at the Far' al-
Tahqiq al ‘Askari (Military Interrogation
BFﬂnch) in Damascus, without charge or

al. He was reportedly in poor health (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). Of the
29 prisoners of conscience who were trans-
ferred to Tadmur military prison in 1996,
apparently to punish them for refusing to
SIgn an undertaking dissociating them-
Selves from all past political activities (see
Amnesty International Report 1997), five
Were released. Those released included
Yasin al-Hajj Salih, who spent one year in

admur prison beyond the expiry of his
15-year sentence in connection with the
CPPB. The other 24 remained in detention.

Four prisoners of conscience held in

Connection with the Committees for the

efence of Democratic Freedoms and

Uman Rights in Syria (cDF) were rel-
€ased during the year, after the expiry
of their sentences. These were Jadi'
Nawfa], Ya‘qub Musa, Hasan ‘Ali and
Husam Salama. Six other prisoners of
Conscience — Aktham Nu‘aysa, Thabit Mu-
}‘ad., Muhammad ‘Ali Habib, Nizar Nayyuf,
Afif Muzhir and Bassam al-Sheikh — con-
tinued to serve prison sentences ranging

SYRIA

from eight to 10 years. Aktham Nu‘aysa, a
lawyer, was reported during the year to be
in poor health and in need of specialist
medical care (see previous Amnesty Inter-
national Reports).

There were new political trials before
the sssc, whose procedures fell seriously
short of international fair trial standards
(see previous Amnesty International Re-
ports). At least 25 suspected members of
the Kurdish Workers’ Party (pkk) were
brought to trial before the sssc accused of
“secession”, and “terrorist acts”. Most were
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment.

Hundreds of people held in connection
with the unauthorized al-Tkhwan al-Mus-
limun, the Muslim Brotherhood, remained
in detention. Most had been held incom-
municado since the late 1970s and early
1980s without charge and trial or after
summary and secret trials (see previous
Amnesty International Reports). They in-
cluded Hassan Farahat, a student who was
arrested in Damascus in September 1982,
and Taisir Lutfi and Salah Halawi, both
brigadiers in the Syrian army who were
arrested in 1982 and reportedly tried by a
military tribunal.

News emerged during the year that
more than 20 prisoners of conscience —
medical personnel and engineers — de-
tained since 1980 had been released in
previous years. They included Talal Sufi,
Sami Walid, Hassan Sa‘id and Taisir Sam-
sam. Dozens of doctors and engineers re-
mained held who had been arrested
following a one-day general strike in
March 1980 led by members of the Med-
ical, Bar and Engineers’ Associations (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).
They included Ahmad Faris, an engineer
who was arrested in November 1980 in
Lataqiyya. It was not known whether any
of them had been tried.

Scores of Palestinians arrested in
Lebanon or Syria on political grounds
in previous years continued to be held
incommunicado (see previous Amnesty
International Reports). In most cases,
their whereabouts were unknown. They
included Salama George Kila, arrested in
1992 and sentenced to eight years’ impris-
onment for “anti-revolutionary activities”
against the Syrian Government; and
Muhammad ‘Abdallah Abu Nar who was
arrested in June 1985 and was reportedly
tried by a military court in Tadmur prison
in July 1988. No information was available
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about the trial of Muhammad ‘Abdallah
Abu Nar or his sentence.

About 200 Lebanese nationals contin-
ued to be held in Syrian prisons. Scores
had been arrested in Lebanon during the
Lebanese war from 1975 to 1990 and
transferred to Syria. Others were arrested
and taken to Syria after 1990. For example
Bashir al-Khatib, a chef, was arrested in
July 1996 by Syrian military intelligence
in Lebanon and transferred to Syria where
he remained held, reportedly without
charge or trial, in al-Mezze prison. (See
Lebanon entry.)

At least six political prisoners, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, remained in
custody despite having completed their
prison sentences. They included Mustafa
Fallah, a former army officer in his sixties
who was arrested in 1970 and sentenced
in a mass trial by the sssc in 1971 to a 15-
year sentence. By the end of the year, he
had been held for 12 years beyond the ex-
piry of his prison term, and was report-
edly in poor health. Three prisoners of
conscience — Bassam Budur, Taisir Has-
soun, and 'Adib al-Jani — remained held in
Tadmur military prison, three years be-
yond the expiry of their eight-year sen-
tences imposed by the sssc in connection
with the pca. Fateh Jamus, a prisoner of
conscience arrested in 1982 and sentenced
in 1994 to 15 years’ imprisonment in con-
nection with the pca, was reportedly trans-
ferred during the year to the Military
Interrogation Branch, and was still in de-
tention at the end of the year.

The health of a number of prisoners
of conscience, mainly held in Tadmur
prison, gave cause for concern. At least
seven of them were reportedly suffering
from serious health problems, including
cancer and diabetes. The health of these
prisoners had apparently deteriorated
owing to the harsh conditions in Tadmur,
where torture and ill-treatment were rou-
tine. There were reports that these prison-
ers were not receiving adequate medical
care.

Information came to light during the
year about the death in custody of at least
four political prisoners held in connection
with the one-day general strike in March
1980 (see above). They included ‘Adnan
al-‘Adawi, Zahi ‘Abbadi, ‘Abd al-Majid
‘Abd al-Qadir Bitar and Muhammad Shakir
Bismar. Scores of other political prisoners
arrested in previous years remained unac-

counted for and it was feared that they
had “disappeared”.

During the year the authorities stated
that two “disappeared” prisoners — ‘Ad-
nan Murad, a Syrian Kurd held apparently
in connection with the al-Ikhwan al-Mus-
limun  (Muslim  Brotherhood), and
Muhammad ‘Adnan Qassar — were tried
and sentenced in 1981 and 1993 respect-
ively. According to this information,
‘Adnan Murad was sentenced to death in
November 1981 in connection with “a ter-
rorist armed group which carried out as-
sassinations and explosions inside Syria”,
and Muhammad ‘Adnan Qassar was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in December
1993 for “carrying out terrorist acts and at-
tempting to bomb shops using an explo-
sive device”. No details were given of
their trials or whether the death sentence
was carried out.

In March an Amnesty International del-
egation visited Syria to discuss its concerns
with the government, and asked for in-
formation about approximately 500 cases.
These included prisoners of conscience,
cases of torture, deaths in custody, and
“disappearances”. No substantive progress
appeared to have been made to address the
concerns raised by the organization on this
and previous occasions.

During the year the government re-
sponded to some of Amnesty Interna-
tional'’s communications, and provided
information on some “disappearance” and
refugee cases.

In April Amnesty International submit-
ted information about its concerns in
Syria for UN review, under a procedure €s-
tablished by Economic and Social Council
Resolutions 728r/1503 for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

TAIWAN

Several people detained in police custody
allegedly suffered ill-treatment and at
least two detainees died. There were re-
newed calls for human rights safeguards
in the military as further information
emerged on suspicious deaths of con-
scripts. The use of the death penalty in-
creased markedly with at least 29 people
executed.




President Lee Teng-hui, under pressure
from public opinion over allegations of
government corruption and gang violence,
appointed a new Prime Minister. Vincent
Siew took office with a reshuffled cabinet
in September. In July the National Assem-
bly adopted amendments to the Constitu-
tion which reinforced presidential powers,
gave the Legislative Yuan (the main law-
making body) the right to hold votes of
confidence in the cabinet, and trimmed
the powers of the Taiwan Provincial
Government, an intermediate tier of
administration.

The anniversary of a massacre of
Mainly Tajwanese civilians by govern-
ment troops in February 1948 was made a
:‘al‘}onal holiday. A government proposal
0 “pardon” the Taiwanese leaders of the
Protests which led to the massacre was
OPposed by survivors on the grounds that
the protesters had committed no offence
and therefore needed no pardon.

In May the Minister of Justice stated
that hijs administration was considering
,the reintroduction of whipping as a pun-
ishment for certain offences committed by
Juveniles. However, no such measures had
een implemented by the end of the year.
In October and December the Legislative
Yuan passed legislation increasing the
Number of offences carrying a mandatory
death penalty to at least 60.

. In October the Council of Grand Jus-
lices (cgy), a constitutional tribunal, ruled
th‘at. several aspects of the law governing
l'nllltary tribunals were unconstitutional

Cause the law did not allow for appeals
efore civilian tribunals and did not ade-
Quately safeguard judicial independence.

TAIWAN

| Under constitutional provisions, the gov-

ernment was given a two-year period to
amend the relevant legislation. The Min-
istry of National Defence (MND) agreed to
amend the legislation to allow appeals be-
fore civilian courts when the death pen-
alty had been imposed by a military court.
However, the MND did not accept all the
cay’s findings in relation to the independ-
ence of judges in military tribunals. The
law had not been amended by the end of
the year.

A member of the Jehovah’s Witness re-
ligious group was reportedly detained in
January for refusing to undergo military
service. The MND stated that there were no
plans to introduce alternative forms of
military service or to recognize conscien-
tious objection to military service.

Several detainees were allegedly ill-
treated by police and at least two died in
police custody. In May the death in police
custody of Li Yao-hsi, a farmer from
Taipei County, led to violent protests by
residents of Juifang Township, where Li
had been detained. Police initially
claimed that Li Yao-hsi had committed
suicide. However, an autopsy suggested
that he had died of suffocation after water
had been forced down his throat. Seven
police officers were held for questioning
and were released on bail in late May. In
October Ai Han-ching died in police cus-
tody in Taichung County. Five policemen
suspected of having beaten Ai Han-ching
to death were suspended and briefly de-
tained for questioning, while some of their
superiors were given administrative pun-
ishments. Criminal proceedings against
the policemen involved in the two cases
were still pending at the end of the year.

Concern continued to be expressed
throughout the year over alleged human
rights violations against military con-
scripts. There was no progress in invest-
igations into the deaths of conscripts given
disciplinary punishments (see Amnesty
International Reports 1996 and 1997). In
November Lei Tzu-wen, a respected sur-
geon, was charged with arson after he set
fire to his own surgery in a suicide at-
tempt. Dr Lei’s attempted suicide followed
his repeated protests at the alleged inade-
quacy of official investigations into the
causes of the death of his son, Lei Cheng-
ju, who was found dead during his milit-
ary service in 1994. The military alleged
that Lei Cheng-ju had hanged himself.
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However, there were indications that he
had been killed as a result of bullying or
arbitrary punishment. Hours before his
death, Lei Cheng-ju had phoned his par-
ents to seek help, stating that an officer
“wanted to harm” him. Forensic experts
who examined photographs of his body
suggested that he was strangled and that
water was poured down his throat before
his body was hanged to simulate suicide.
The MND denied that officers had commit-
ted any wrongdoing in this case, and
refused requests for a new inquiry.

The death penalty continued to be
widely used, and the number of people
executed rose to at least 29. Following the
legalization of the use of lethal injections
to execute prisoners, the first execution by
lethal injection was reportedly carried out
in May. Prisoners sentenced to death
continued to be at risk of ill-treatment in
detention: the practice of permanent
shackling of the hands and feet of these
prisoners continued.

Prisoners awaiting execution included
people about whose guilt there were
strong doubts. Su Chien-ho, Liu Ping-lang
and Chuang Lin-hsiung, sentenced to
death in 1991 for a double murder despite
strong indications that they were inno-
cent, remained in prison (see Amnesty In-
ternational Reports 1996 and 1997). They
were liable to be executed at any time
once their execution warrant was signed
by the Minister of Justice. They had ex-
hausted all legal appeals and the courts
refused to grant them a retrial.

In one case during the year, a death
sentence was stayed on appeal. In January
the Supreme Court ordered a retrial for
Chang Fang-tien, sentenced to death in
1996 for murder. The Supreme Court ac-
cepted Chang Fang-tien's allegation that
his original confession to the police had
been made under duress. The retrial had
not been completed by the end of the year,
but a police officer convicted of ill-treating
Chang Fang-tien during interrogation was
given a suspended prison sentence in July.

In February and July Amnesty Interna-
tional renewed its appeals for the commu-
tation of the death sentences passed
against Su Chien-ho, Liu Ping-lang and
Chuang Lin-hsiung. In November, follow-
ing a visit to Taiwan by Amnesty Interna-
tional delegates, the organization sought
further information from the authorities
about the case of Chang Fang-tien.

TAJIKISTAN
B

At least 13 possible prisoners of con-
science were detained following an assas-
sination attempt on the President. One
possible prisoner of conscience was extra-
dited from Russia at the request of the
Tajik authorities. At least one opposition
supporter and his brother allegedly “dis-
appeared”; the brother later reappeared.
There were reports of possible extrajudi-
cial executions during the suppression of
a prison riot. Progress in bringing to just-
ice those responsible for past human
rights abuses stalled. The death penalty
was extended and at least four people
were sentenced to death.

More than five years of civil war for-
mally ended in late June when President
Imomali Rakhmonov and United Tajik Op-
position (uto) leader Sayed Abdullo Nuri
signed a General Agreement on Peace and
National Accord. The agreement, signed in
Moscow, Russia, provided for a National
Reconciliation Commission, to be made up
of an equal number of government and uTO
representatives. The Commission was to be
in charge of preparing new parliamentary
elections in 1998, supervising the merger
of uto armed forces into the national army
and the return of refugees, and implement-
ing a general amnesty.

A general amnesty for people impris-
oned for crimes in connection with the
civil war was signed into law by President
Rakhmonov in July and approved by par-
liament in August. It reportedly allowed
people convicted of violent crimes in con-
nection with the civil war to petition for a
review of their cases if they believed they
had been punished for political actions.




The two sides carried out several pris-
oner exchanges as part of the peace ac-
cord. There was opposition, some of it
violent, to the peace accord from various
groups which had been excluded from the
National Reconciliation Commission.

(At least 13 possible prisoners of con-
Science were detained following an assas-
Sination attempt on President Rakhmonov
In the Leninabad regional capital, Khu-
Jand, in April. A hand grenade was
.thl'Own at the President, causing minor in-
Juries to his legs. Two people died in the
attack and more than 70 were injured. Of-
ficials reported the arrest of Firdavs Dust-
boyev, who they claimed had thrown the
Brenade. Within days, at least 11 more
People were reportedly detained in con-
Nection with the incident. The day after
U}e attack a shoot-out was reported in a
Village near Khujand between police and a
8roup of people suspected of involvement
In the assassination plot. Five of the group
Were killed. Arrests in Leninabad region
continued through May. According to re-
Ports, those detained included people
"‘_’hO had no connection with the assas-
Slnation attempt, but had been identified
8s government opponents because of their
Participation in anti-government protests
In Leninabad a year earlier (see Amnesty
International Report 1997). Firdavs Dust-

OYev was said to have been an organizer
of these protests. In late May police in
Khujand arrested Abdukhafiz Abdullayev,
Younger brother of Abdumalik Abdullo-
Janov, a former Prime Minister and
head of the secular opposition National
Revival Bloc. He was apparently first

eld on a charge of illegal narcotics
Possession, but it was subsequently re-
Ported that he had been charged in
®Onnection with the assassination attempt.
1S supporters claimed that the charge
Was a fabrication, and that the motive of
the arrest was to intimidate the Khujand-
ased opposition.

In June authorities in the Russian Fed-
ration extradited Akhmajon Saidov, a
ff)rlner deputy speaker of Tajikistan’s par-
ll'arnent who had been living in Russia
Since 1994, to Tajikistan. A warrant for his
arrest had been issued in Tajikistan in Au-
Bust 1996 on charges of abuse of authority
and embezzlement, and in February 1997

€ was arrested in Moscow. There were
Suspicions that the true motive for bring-
Ing the charges was to punish Akhmajon

TAJIKISTAN

Saidov for his connection with the
National Revival Bloc, the formation
of which had been announced at a press
conference in Moscow days before the
warrant was issued.

There were at least two possible “dis-
appearances”. Rizoali Ojiyev was detained
for questioning on 28 February by police
in Khujand, where he ran a business.
Early the following day witnesses saw him
being brought home in a police car, and
moments later a group of armed masked
men who had been waiting in another car
outside Rizoali Ojiyev’s home seized him
and drove him away. Rizoali Ojiyev's
younger brother, Gadoali Ojiyev, also “dis-
appeared” on 28 February after being de-
tained in the town of Kanibadam, near
Khujand. He reappeared five weeks later,
and stated that he had been held by law
enforcement officials in Uzbekistan, os-
tensibly on suspicion of involvement in
an incident in mid-February when an
Uzbek customs post on the Tajikistan-
Uzbekistan border had been attacked by
armed men crossing from Tajikistan. How-
ever, Gadoali Ojiyev claimed that he had
been repeatedly questioned not about that
incident, but about the activities of his
brother Rizoali. He was driven back to
Khujand from Uzbekistan in April and
was reportedly released without charge.
He subsequently went into hiding.

There was concern that law enforce-
ment officials may have used excessive
force when they stormed a penitentiary in
Khujand to suppress a riot in April. The
official death toll among inmates was put
at 21, with over 30 wounded, but unoffi-
cial sources put the casualty figures con-
siderably higher.

The escape from custody of a man ac-
cused of committing extrajudicial execu-
tions in 1993 cast doubt on the
commitment of the authorities to ending
impunity for past human rights abuses.
Khoja Karimov, a former member of par-
liament and former field commander of
the paramilitary People’s Front (see Am-
nesty International Report 1996), had es-
caped from detention by the start of the
year. Arrested in November 1995, he had
been held pending trial for the July 1993
“disappearance” and murder of member of
parliament Saidsho Shoyev and his
brother Siyarsho Shoyev, and the murder
of member of parliament Tagkhoykhon
Shukurov.
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The July general amnesty for people
imprisoned for crimes connected with the
civil war also gave rise to concern about
impunity for members of formerly pro-
government paramilitary groups and op-
position armed forces suspected of having
committed human rights abuses.

In August the authorities stated that
criminal investigations into the alleged
“disappearances” in 1992 and 1993 of
Democratic Party activist Ayniddin
Sadykov (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994) and several others had been
opened, but that they had failed to iden-
tify the perpetrators or to establish the
whereabouts and fate of the victims.

A report in May indicated that the
death penalty had been extended to the of-
fence of “hooliganism” (Article 220 of the
Criminal Code), raising the number of cap-
ital crimes to 42. At least four death sen-
tences were passed during the year.
Twelve people were sentenced to death in
1996, according to official figures obtained
by the International Helsinki Federation
for Human Rights. Two members of pro-
government paramilitary forces, Safarqul
Samadov and Abdurauf Urunov, were sen-
tenced to death in 1995 after being convic-
ted of multiple murder and other offences
committed in late 1992 and early 1993. It
was unclear whether provisions in the
general amnesty of July extended to
people convicted of capital offences. It
was also unclear whether a moratorium on
carrying out death sentences connected
with the civil war, declared by the govern-
ment in June 1995 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1996), was still in force.

Amnesty International sought further
information about arrests of suspected
government opponents in Leninabad re-
gion, including the arrest and detention of
Abdukhafiz Abdullayev. Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the Russian authorities
not to extradite Akhmajon Saidov on the
grounds that he might become a prisoner
of conscience. It also called on authorities
in Tajikistan to provide more information
about the charges against him. Amnesty
International appealed for information
about the whereabouts of Rizoali Ojiyev to
authorities in both Tajikistan and Uzbek-
istan. In June Uzbek authorities replied,
denying involvement in Rizoali Ojiyev’s
alleged “disappearance”. In September the
Tajik authorities informed Amnesty Inter-

been opened into his “disappearance” un-
der Article 135 of the Tajik Criminal Code
(hostage-taking).

Amnesty International sought further
information about the conduct of law en-
forcement personnel during the storming
of the Khujand prison. Amnesty Interna-
tional continued to call for complete aboli-
tion of the death penalty, and appealed for
the commutation of each death sentence
which came to its attention.

Thousands of refugees from Rwanda, Bu- I
rundi and the Democratic Republic of the |
Congo (formerly Zaire) were forcibly re-
turned, although Tanzania continued to
host over 200,000 refugees from Burundi
Journalists were harassed; one was
briefly held as a prisoner of conscience.
Fourteen possible prisoners of conscience
were charged with treason on the island
of Zanzibar.

Relations with Burundi remained |
tense. Burundi accused the Tanzanian au-
thorities of allowing Burundi refugees
from the Hutu ethnic group to mount at-
tacks on Burundi, and Tanzania accused
the Burundi authorities of carrying out
armed attacks along the border. In the first
four months of the year thousands of refu-
gees fled from fighting in Zaire between
the government of Zairian President
Mobutu Sese Seko and the Alliance des
forces démocratiques pour la libération du
Congo-Zaire (arDL), Alliance of DemoO-
cratic forces for the Liberation of Congo-
Zaire, led by Laurent-Désiré Kabila.

| national that a criminal investigation had | In August, three months after the AFDL '
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Captured Kinshasa, Tanzania concluded
an agreement for the return of refugees
with the new government of the renamed
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The islands of Pemba and Zanzibar re-
Mmained politically tense. The opposition
Civic United Front (CUF) maintained that
the 1995 elections to the islands’ govern-
ment, won by the ruling Chama cha
Mapinduzi, led on the islands by Salmin
Amour, had been rigged. cUF members
elected to the Zanzibar House of Repres-
entatjves refused to take their seats.

The government continued to have an
Uneasy relationship with independent me-

1a, especially on the island of Zanzibar.
In March the Zanzibar authorities threat-
ened to order the arrest of practising
Journalists who were not in possession of
a licence required under largely unen-
forced legislation dating from 1988. In July
the work ban imposed in January 1996 on
a Zanzibar journalist working for the inde-
Pendent newspaper Majira (see Amnesty
International Report 1997) was lifted.
However, the newspaper itself, published
on the mainland, remained banned from
Circulation on the island.

In January, 126 Burundi refugees were
forcibly expelled by the Tanzanian army
from Kitale camp to Burundi, where 122
Were extrajudicially executed by Burundi
Soldiers in Kobero, on the border. In a sep-
arate incident 48 other refugees were sim-
ilarly expelled and then arrested by the

urundi authorities. The Tanzanian au-
thorities had accused the refugees of being
nvolved in factional fighting within the
Tefugee camp. Although the authorities
Promised there would be no further expul-
Slons of Burundi refugees, in October over
?.000 Burundi nationals accused of enter-
g the country illegally were expelled.
A€ border with Burundi remained offi-
CGally closed throughout the year, in con-
. vention of Tanzania’s obligations under
International and regional treaties. How-
ever, thousands of refugees were allowed
o ﬂee into Tanzania, so long as they re-
Mained in areas officially designated for
Tefugees.

The situation of Rwandese nationals
Was also insecure. Thousands of them, in-
Cluding refugees, were expelled. Over the

Tst four months of the year over 700
Rwandese officially described as having
éntered the country illegally were de-
Ported. In October and November, over

TANZANA

2,000 Rwandese nationals, some of whom
had been in Tanzania since 1951, were
rounded up by the Tanzanian army and ex-
pelled. Some were reported to have been
beaten and raped by Tanzanian soldiers.

Journalists suffered harassment. In Feb-
ruary, for example, Adam Mwaibabile, a
freelance journalist, was sentenced to one
year’s imprisonment for possession of a
“secret government document” — a letter
from a public official directing that he be
refused a business licence because of his
“hostile” writing. After three weeks in de-
tention he was freed pending appeal. He
was a prisoner of conscience. The High
Court quashed the conviction in April.

In December, 14 possible prisoners of
conscience on Zanzibar were charged with
treason and refused bail. The men, sup-
porters of the cur, were arrested and ini-
tially charged with sedition in November
and December, during the week the cur
won a by-election to the Zanzibar House
of Representatives. They included two op-
position members of the Zanzibar House
of Representatives and cur Deputy Secret-
ary General Nassor Seif Amour.

Amnesty International criticized Tan-
zania for betraying its international obliga-
tions not to forcibly return refugees who
were at risk of human rights violations in
their own countries. In January, after the
expulsion and subsequent killing of Bu-
rundi refugees, an Amnesty International
delegation led by a former Canadian min-
ister of external affairs visited Tanzania
and met President Benjamin Mkapa and
other government officials. The President
stated that there would be no forced re-
patriation of Burundi refugees.

In January an Amnesty International re-
port on refugees in the Great Lakes region
expressed concern about the continuing
risk of refoulement facing refugees from
Rwanda, Zaire and Burundi in Tanzania.
In June Amnesty International published a
report on refugees in Africa which in-
cluded criticism of the Tanzanian author-
ities for forcibly returning refugees to
Rwanda. The report also criticized other
governments for failing to support and ad-
equately assist Tanzania’s efforts to host
hundreds of thousands of refugees. In De-
cember Amnesty International wrote to
the President expressing renewed concern
at the forcible expulsion of refugees.

In April Amnesty International’s con-
tinuing concerns about the death penalty
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in Tanzania were described in a report
about the death penalty in Africa. In re-
sponse to a letter received in August from
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Amnesty
International was investigating further the
alleged killing in August 1996 of 50 gold-
miners in Bulyanhulu, Shinyanga region
(see Amnesty International Report 1997).

144

-

=
"
-
-~
oy

A new Constitution was adopted with
strong human rights provisions. Three
Cambodian children were killed by Thai
border guards in disputed circumstances.
Thirty-seven death sentences were passed
and two people were executed. At least
6,000 refugees were forcibly repatriated to
Myanmar. Burmese asylum-seekers con-
tinued to be arrested for “illegal immigra-
tion” and detained in harsh conditions.

In November Chuan Leekpai formed a
new coalition government after General
Chaowalit Yongchaiyudh resigned as
Prime Minister in the midst of a serious
economic crisis. In October the Parliament
adopted a new Constitution, the first of
Thailand’s 16 constitutions to have been
drafted with public participation. The
Constitution included provisions for the
formation of a national human rights com-
mission and guaranteed the rights to free-
dom of association, movement, religion,
and speech. The death penalty was
retained, although torture and cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment were pro-
hibited. Criminal suspects could be
detained without a court order for only 48
hours. The Constitution also aimed to
eliminate vote-buying and other forms of

corruption, to decentralize the govern-
ment, and to strengthen the democratic
process.

In February 20,000 ethnic Karen asy-
lum-seekers fled from Myanmar into Thai-
land during a Burmese army offensive
against the armed ethnic minority opposi-
tion group, the Karen National Union
(knu). This brought the number of Karen
refugees in Thai camps to over 100,000. At
least 30,000 asylum-seekers from the Shan
State in Myanmar fled into Thailand from
massive forcible relocations and extrajudi-
cial executions by the Burmese army. Un-
like the Karen and Karenni groups, the
Shan were not allowed by the authorities
to establish camps on the Thai/Myanmar
border (see Myanmar entry).

In January Burmese soldiers crossed
into Thailand and attacked two Karenni
refugee camps, killing two Karenni refu-
gees and wounding nine others. Also in
January the Democratic Kayin Buddhist
Organization (DKBO), an armed ethnic mi-
nority group allied with the Burmese
army, burned down two Karen refugee
camps in Tak Province, leaving about
7,000 refugees homeless and killing one
Thai civilian.

In January, three Cambodian children
were shot dead by Thai security forces in
Sa Kaew Province after they had been ab-
ducted by three Cambodian adults. Thal
military sources claimed that the three
adults had opened fire first, but other
sources indicated that the children were
shot dead when Thai border guards
opened fire on the group, who were cross-
ing the border into Cambodia.

In June the families of six suspected
amphetamine traffickers who were shot
dead by police in November 1996 (see
Amnesty International Report 1997) filed
lawsuits against the police department
and nine police officers.

Thirty-seven death sentences were
passed during the year and 158 people
were believed to be under sentence O
death. The death penalty was imposed for
murder, rape and murder, and drug

trafficking. In November Boonchot Pong |

prom and Panom Thaweesuk, who had
both been convicted of rape and murder in
the early 1990s, were executed by firing
squad.

More than 6,000 refugees from the
Karen, Mon, and Pa’O ethnic minority
groups were forcibly sent back to Myan-




mar by Thai security forces during the
year. In February and March more than
4,000 refugees who had recently fled to
Thailand were forcibly returned by the
Ninth Infantry Division of the First Army.
In November the Fourth Infantry Regiment
Task Force forcibly returned 1,100 Karen
Tefugees who had recently fled from
forced labour and relocations by the
Burmese army. Troops entered the refugee
settlement, fired mortars and shots in the
air, and beat several refugees after drag-
8ing them out of their shelters. After a
group of 400 Mon refugees were returned
In June. they were subjected to forced por-
tering and labour on army bases by the
Burmese army. All of them had fled once
8gain to Thailand by July. Thousands of
Karen asylum-seekers were prevented by
the Thaj authorities from crossing into
Thailand and remained at risk of human
Nghts violations inside Myanmar. The UN
High Commissioner for Refugees contin-
ued to be denied a permanent presence on
the Thai/Myanmar border, although offi-
Cials were able to conduct monitoring vis-
1ts there.

Immigration officials and police contin-
Ued to detain asylum-seekers and refugees

Oom Myanmar and other countries in
harsh conditions, including severe over-
Crowding and inadequate access to med-
lcal care. Detained asylum-seekers were
Not given an opportunity to challenge the
!egality of their detention as required by
International standards.

In October the police commissioner’s
PfﬁCG. which supervises immigration activ-
lties, admitted publicly that the Immigra-
tion Detention Centre (iDc) in Bangkok was
Seriously overcrowded, with barely enough
Toom for detainees to sit or sleep. There
Were also reports of severe overcrowding
and insufficient sanitation and medical
Care at Mahachai Police Station, Samut

hon Province, where hundreds of

Urmese nationals, some of whom were re-
.ugees, were detained for “illegal
Mmigration”,

In April a group of prisoners raped
three young Lao women who had been ar-
Tested for “illegal immigration” and de-
dined at a police station in Rayong

Tovince. The young women were kept in
an adult police lock-up with men, in vi-
Olation of international standards. Eight of

€ prisoners were brought to trial but the
three police officers responsible, although

THAILAND/TOGO

transferred to another police station, were
not known to have been prosecuted.

In January and February Amnesty Inter-
national delegates visited Thailand and
met government officials and parliamen-
tarians. In February and throughout the
year Amnesty International condemned
the forcible return of asylum-seekers to
Myanmar. In May the organization pub-
lished Kingdom of Thailand: Human
rights in transition and in September it
published Kingdom of Thailand: Erosion
of refugee rights.

e S At S e —
TOGO
ST

At least seven people were alleged to
have been extrajudicially executed by the
security forces, who continued to enjoy
total impunity for widespread human
rights violations. Opposition party sup-
porters, including prisoners of con-
science, were detained for short periods.
There were new allegations of torture and
ill-treatment.

In September Parliament adopted a
new electoral law intended to ensure
greater independence for the National
Electoral Commission responsible for su-
pervising presidential elections due to be
held in August 1998. Under this law, eight
members were elected, from both the rul-
ing party and opposition parties. How-
ever, the main opposition party did not
participate in the vote.

Perpetrators of human rights violations
were rarely brought to justice. However,
two soldiers responsible for the death of
a German diplomat in March 1996 (see
Amnesty International Report 1997) were
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sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment by
the Assizes Court in December.

The Forces armées togolaises (FAT), To-
golese Armed Forces, were alleged to have
committed at least seven extrajudicial exe-
cutions in two incidents. The victims
were mainly people who had returned to
Togo after fleeing in January 1993 when
the security forces opened fire on a peace-
ful opposition demonstration. In February
the FAT were reported to have extra-
judicially executed Apetse Koffi Amen,
known as “Miky”, a former soldier, and
Agbemoa, a Ghanaian national who was
accompanying him. The two men were re-
portedly seized by soldiers in an ambush
at Agbadjankin, between Assahoun and
Batoume, before being killed. In June in
Assahoun, FAT soldiers stopped a car trav-
elling from Ghana to Togo's capital, Lomé.
The five occupants of the car, including
Amoussou Koffi and Amah Messan, were
later killed. There appeared to be no in-
vestigation into these killings.

Dozens of people, including journalists
and opposition supporters, were arrested
by the security forces in Lomé and other
places. Many of them were tortured or ill-
treated. Most were not formally charged
and were possible prisoners of conscience.
Some were released after a short period,
but by the end of the year at least three
people remained in detention without
charge or trial.

At least four journalists were detained
during the year. Among them was Au-
gustin Assiogbo, managing director of the
privately-owned weekly Tingo-Tingo. He
was arrested in February after the family of
former Minister of Foreign Affairs Ala-
sounouma Boumbera filed a complaint. He
was released in May after being sentenced
to four months’ imprisonment, two of them
suspended. Also in February, Gabriel
Agah, publisher of Forum Hebdo, was sen-
tenced in absentia to a one-year prison
term and a heavy fine. The court also is-
sued an order suspending the newspaper
from publication for six months. In Decem-
ber Kodjo Afatsao, the publishing director
of the weekly newspaper Le nouveau jour-
nal was detained for four days. He was ac-
cused of propagating false information
offensive to the Head of State, by referring
to an article in a French-based magazine
accusing the Togolese authorities of assist-
ing Zairian soldiers loyal to the former
Zairian President, Mobutu Sese Seko.

In February Segla Atchikiti, an opposi-
tion member, was arrested in Atakpame
and detained for at least four days without
charge or trial. During his detention he
was transferred to the palace of the Head
of State in Kara.

In October at least eight people were ar-
rested in the village of Akato, considered
to be an opposition stronghold. Some
were released but at least three, including

Masseme Kodjo, were still in detention |

without charge or trial at the end of the
year. In December Jean-Pierre Fabre, Sec-
retary General of the Union des forces de
changement, Union of the Forces of
Change, an opposition party, was arrested
and accused of ordering a group of young
people to take pictures of dead bodies in
certain hospitals. He was released without
charge after one day.

Adjété Ako and Djekpo Jolevi, two
army officers arrested in 1995 on their re-
turn from Benin, remained in detention
without charge or trial (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). However, Folly
Dagnon Koffi, another soldier held with
them, was apparently released, although
his release was not confirmed. Claude
Gumedzoe and Sergeant Augustin Ihouw
who were arrested in 1996 (see Amnesty
International Report 1997), remained in
detention without charge or trial.

There were further reports of torture
and ill-treatment. Many of those held by
the security forces were tortured and ill-
treated and at least two people died in
custody, allegedly as a result. In July Dan-
klou Dosseh and Agbodjinshie Yakanou,
who had been arrested a month earlier in
Akato, reportedly died as a result of tor-
ture and ill-treatment in Lomé prison.

e —— e

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

About 104 people remained under sen-
tence of death, including 17 who were
sentenced to death during the year. At
least seven people were sentenced to cor-
poral punishment.

In October the government issued in-
structions setting strict time limits 0N
death-row prisoners’ petitions to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights
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and to the uN Human Rights Committee. If |
the time limits are not met by the prisoner
or the international body, the instructions
Permit the government to proceed with
€xecution, even while the petition re-
Mmains pending,

" About 104 people remained under sen-
ence of death, including 17 who were
Sentenced to death during the year. Al-
thollgh no executions took place, a war-
fant was issued for the execution of
Gerald wilson in May; the execution was
Stayed pending his further appeal. Gerald

ilson, however, died in prison in
roeCtOber. The government commissioned
tPOI‘tS on the possibility of extending

e death penalty as a sentence for drug-
trafficking and rape.

At least seven people were sentenced
to corporal punishment, in addition to
terms of imprisonment. Reports indicated
that several people sentenced to corporal
Punishment in previous years were
flogged or whipped. After a retrial ordered
b_y the Court of Appeal, Myra Bhagwan-
Singh — who was the first woman to have
Teceived a sentence of corporal punish-
Ment (see Amnesty International Report
1997) ~ was again convicted of causing
grievous bodily harm. She was sentenced
10 12 years’ imprisonment, but not to cor-
Poral punishment.

There were reports of fatal shootings by
Police in disputed circumstances. In Au-
8Ust Marcus Antoine, Lawrence Jobity and
Stephan Perreira were killed by members
of the police Anti-Kidnapping Squad. The
Incident was investigated by an Assistant

olice  Commissioner; inquest hearings
Were scheduled to begin in 1998.

There were developments in cases of

fatal shootings by police in disputed cir-
Cumstances in previous years. In July the
| INquest into the death in 1990 of Njisane

Mowale, a student, concluded. He was

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TUNISIA

killed during a police raid on the home of
a relative of Yasin Abu Bakr a few days
after the unsuccessful attempt to over-
throw the government by members of the
Jamaat-al-Muslimeen in 1990. The inquest
found that a felony had been committed,
but could not determine by whom and
sent the case back to the Police Commis-
sioner for further investigation.

In August, following an inquest which
had lasted more than six years, a coroner
recommended that a member of the police
be indicted for the unlawful killing in
1990 of Franklyn John.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern about sentences of corporal punish-
ment — a cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishment. It asked for information
about the imposition of sentences, urged
the government to ensure that no sen-
tences of corporal punishment were car-
ried out in future, and called on the
government to repeal legislation allowing
corporal punishment. In November the or-
ganization urged the authorities not to ex-
tend the scope of the death penalty. It
reminded the authorities of their obliga-
tion, under the American Convention on
Human Rights, not to extend the scope
of the death penalty. It expressed concern
about the time limits imposed on death-
row prisoners’ petitions to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights
and the uN Human Rights Committee,
which denied prisoners the effective re-
course to redress for alleged human rights
violations which such petitions are in-
tended to afford. It also asked for informa-
tion about developments in the cases of
Njisane Omowale, Franklyn John, Marcus
Antoine, Lawrence Jobity and Stephan
Perreira and urged the government to sub-
mit its overdue third periodic report to the
UN Human Rights Committee.

I e e S S e R—
TUNISIA

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience were
detained, including human rights defend-
ers and people suspected of supporting
unauthorized political opposition groups.
The wives and relatives of imprisoned
or exiled opponents were detained and
harassed. Up to 2,000 political prisoners
arrested in previous years, most of
them prisoners of conscience, remained
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imprisoned. Political trials frequently vio-
lated international standards for fair
trial. Torture and ill-treatment remained
widespread, especially during incom-
municado detention, and at least six
people died in custody. Several people re-
mained under sentence of death, although
no executions were reported.

The crack-down by the government of
President Zine el ‘Abidine Ben ‘Ali

against human rights defenders and critics
and non-violent political opponents of the
government continued. Further restric-
tions were imposed on the activities of
local and international human rights or-
ganizations and the media.

An amendment to the law on the exter-
nal security of the state was approved by
the government in September and was
awaiting ratification by parliament at the
end of the year. The amendment proposed
making contacts with agents of foreign or
international organizations a crime pun-
ishable by between five and 12 years’
imprisonment.

Human rights defenders were increas-
ingly targeted and intimidated. Hechmi
Jegham, a lawyer and President of the
Tunisian Section of Amnesty Interna-
tional, was arrested without a warrant on
two consecutive days in March and inter-
rogated at the Central Police Station in
Sousse about his participation in a legal
conference which was scheduled to take
place in Tunisia, and about his contacts
with non-governmental organizations
abroad. He was released without charge
on both occasions.

Khemais Ksila, Vice-President of the
Ligue tunisienne des droits de ’homme
(L™DH), Tunisian League for Human Rights,

was arrested at his home in September
after he issued a communique condemn-
ing human rights violations in Tunisia
and announcing that he was beginning an
unlimited hunger-strike to protest against
the harassment to which he and his family
were subjected. He was charged with un-
dermining public order, spreading false
information and inciting the population to
violate the law. He remained detained
awaiting trial at the end of the year.

Former LTDH President Moncef Mar-
zouki and human rights lawyer Najib
Hosni, both former prisoners of con-
science (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1995 to 1997), and Khemais Ksila
were subjected to constant harassment.
They were prevented from working, their
telephone lines were disconnected, their
mail intercepted, and their passports con-
fiscated. They were prevented from leav-
ing the country to attend a meeting on the
human rights situation in Tunisia at the
European Parliament in June.

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience
suspected of links with unauthorized po-
litical groups were arrested. Many were
released without charge or trial, but scores
were sentenced to prison terms, including
people who had previously been impris-
oned on similar charges. Most were ac-
cused of links with the unauthorized
Islamist group al-Nahda, and others of
links with the Parti communiste des ou-
vriers tunisiens, Tunisian Workers’ Com-
munist Party, or the Union de la jeunessé
communiste, Union of Communist Youth.

‘Abdelmoumen Belanes, detained in
1995 and 1996 (see Amnesty International
Reports 1996 and 1997), was rearrested in
March, accused of having complained,
during a previous period of imprisonment,
that Tunisian newspapers carried too
many photographs of government offi-
cials. He was sentenced in April to one
year’'s imprisonment. The sentence was
upheld on appeal in May.

Lazhar No‘man, a high-school teacher
and father of five, was arrested in August.
less than two weeks after his release from
prison. He had previously been impris-
oned on political charges in 1991 and
1994 for a total of four years. He was ac-
cused of links with al-Nahda and re-
mained detained awaiting trial at the end
of the year.

At least nine senior members of the
Union générale des travailleurs tunisiens,




Tunisian General Workers' Union, were
arrested in April, and accused of involve-
ment in the issuing of several petitions
C_riticizing the increasing restrictions on
Civil liberties, trade union rights and hu-
Mman rights. Five were promptly released,
but four - Rachid ’Ennajar, Monji Sou‘ab,
Jilali Hammami and 'Ahmed Berramila —
were detained for up to five weeks and
charged with distributing leaflets, spread-
Ing false information aimed at disturbing
public order and insulting an official insti-
tution. They were released on bail in May.
No trial had taken place by the end of the
Year.

Scores of wives and relatives of impris-
oned or exiled supporters of al-Nahda
Were detained as prisoners of conscience
anq interrogated about their contacts with
their exiled husbands and relatives, and
about any financial assistance given to, or
Teceived from, families of prisoners.
~ozens of women reported having been
ill-treated, threatened with torture, includ-
lng rape, and asked to divorce their exiled
Orimprisoned husbands.

Rachida Ben Salem was arrested in

Ay as she prepared to leave Tunisia with
€r two children to join her husband, an
a-Nahda supporter and refugee in the
Netherlands who had fled Tunisia in
t1992. In September she was sentenced to
WO years and three months’ imprison-
:nen} on charges of belonging to an unau-
orized association and unauthorized
Order crossing. The sentence was in-
Creased to two years and nine months’ im-
Prisonment on appeal in November.
Rﬂdhia Aouididi, who had been arrested
!N 1996 as she attempted to leave Tunisia
N a false passport in order to join her fi-
| &cé, an al-Nahda supporter exiled in
atrance’ remained detained awaiting trial
the end of the year. Both women had
€€n subjected to repeated detention and
arassment in previous years and were
dnned from leaving the country. ‘Aicha
douadi and Tourkia Hamadi (see Am-
Nesty International Report 1997), were al-
.°Wed to leave Tunisia with their children

1 June. In October more than 40 wives of |

exiled political opponents were allowed
t° leave Tunisia with their children to join
eir husbands abroad.

Tunisians living outside the country
We.re arrested and interrogated about their
| Sctivities abroad when they returned to
Unisia. Lazhar Belgacem, a Tunisian

TUNISIA

worker resident in Austria and father of
two, was arrested in July when he visited
his family and was accused of unauthor-
ized political activities abroad. He re-
mained detained awaiting trial at the end
of the year. ‘Ali Hadfi, who was arrested
in 1996 (see Amnesty International Report
1997), was released in February but was
required to report to the police daily and
could not leave the country.

Up to 2,000 political prisoners, most of
them prisoners of conscience, arrested in
previous years remained detained. They
included ‘Imed ‘Ebdelli and Sou‘ad Char-
bati who were serving sentences of three
and six years’ imprisonment, respectively,
and Salwa Dimassi and Ahlam Garat-‘Ali,
who were arrested in 1996 and remained
detained without trial at the end of the
year, in violation of the maximum 14-
month period allowed by Tunisian law for
pre-trial detention (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997). ‘Ali Ba‘azaoui, who
was imprisoned in 1995, was condition-
ally released in May (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997).

Political trials continued to violate in-
ternational standards for fair trial. The
courts routinely failed to investigate alle-
gations of torture and ill-treatment and ac-
cepted as evidence confessions retracted
in court by defendants who stated that
they had been forced to sign them under
torture. Courts often convicted defendants
even though no convincing evidence was
produced to substantiate the charges. For
example, Habib Hemissi, a teacher in
Saudi Arabia and father of four who was
arrested in 1996 when he returned to
Tunisia to visit his family, was sentenced
in May to 10 years’ imprisonment on
charges of links with al-Nahda. The
charges, which he denied, were based on
his contacts with his sister and her hus-
band, both supporters of al-Nahda and re-
fugees in the United Kingdom (uk).

Torture and ill-treatment continued to
be reported, including on the premises of
the Ministry of the Interior and in prisons.
‘Abdelwahab Memmichi, a British na-
tional of Tunisian origin living in the UKk,
was arrested in January on arrival in
Tunisia. He was beaten, kicked and threat-
ened in the Ministry of the Interior, where
he was questioned about his contacts with
exiled Tunisian political opponents in the
UK. He was released the same day without
charge. ‘Abdelmoumen Belanes (see
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above) was tortured and ill-treated by |

guards in Nadhor Prison in April and
May.

At least six people died in detention,
reportedly as a result of torture, ill-treat-
ment and lack of medical care. Mabrouk
Zran died in May after the amputation of a
leg. He had been tortured after arrest in
1991 and had not received adequate med-
ical care. Ridha Khimri, a teacher, died in
Jendouba Prison in July, after having been
on hunger-strike for more than 50 days.
He had been detained without trial on po-
litical charges since his arrest in January,
only days after having been released on
expiry of an eight-year prison sentence,
and had reportedly been tortured. No in-
vestigations were carried out into com-
plaints of torture and deaths in custody in
the previous year (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997).

Several people remained under
sentence of death, but no executions were
reported.

An Amnesty International researcher
continued to be excluded from Tunisia.

In June, Amnesty International issued a
report, Tunisia: A widening circle of re-
pression, highlighting the continuing and
widespread human rights violations. In
July it issued a joint statement with the
Fédération internationale des droits de
I’homme, Human Rights Watch, the Law-
yers Committee for Human Rights and Re-
porters  Sans  Frontiéres, expressing
concern at the increasing intimidation and
harassment of human rights defenders and
urging the Tunisian Government to re-
spect human rights and honour interna-
tional human rights treaties ratified by
Tunisia. No response was received from
the government and no measures were
taken by the government to address the
concerns raised.

TURKEY

Hundreds of people were detained be-
cause of their non-violent political activ-
ities; most were released after a short
period of police detention but others were
sentenced to terms of imprisonment.
Torture continued to be widespread and
systematic in police stations and gen-
darmeries, although new legislation on
detention procedures had some impact.

There were at least six reported deaths in
custody. At least nine people reportedly
“disappeared” in security force custody
and at least 20 people were killed in cir-
cumstances suggesting that they had been
extrajudicially executed. There were no
judicial executions, although courts con-
tinued to pass death sentences. Armed
opposition groups committed deliberate
and arbitrary killings of prisoners and
civilians.

The government headed by Necmettin
Erbakan of the Islamist Welfare Party in
coalition with the right-wing True Path
Party ended with his resignation in June,
largely as a result of pressure from the
armed forces. Later that month, a new
coalition headed by Motherland Party
leader Mesut Yilmaz was formed together
with the Democratic Left Party and Demo-
cratic Turkey Party. State of emergency
legislation was lifted in three provinces in
October, but remained in force in six prov-
inces of the southeast, where the 13-year
conflict between government forces and
armed members of the Kurdish Workers'
Party (pkk) claimed the lives of 6,000
people, including civilians, during the
year.

Trade unionists, students and demon-
strators were frequently taken into custody
at peaceful public meetings or at their or-
ganizations’ offices, and were held in po-
lice detention for hours or days because of
their non-violent political activities.

The trial under Article 8 of the Anti-
Terror Law, which outlaws any advocacy
of “separatism”, of 184 members of
Turkey’s literary and cultural elite for
publishing a book entitled Freedom ©
Thought (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1997) was halted in October unde‘r
the terms of a law which suspended judi-
cial proceedings against editors for threé
years.

i



Other articles of the Turkish Penal
F:Ode (Tpc) were also used against writers,
Journalists and political activists whose
Statements criticized the Turkish state. In
June the writer and lawyer Ahmet Zeki
Okguoglu was imprisoned under Article
159 of the TpC for “insulting the institu-
tions of the state”, after the Supreme Court
Upheld a 10-month sentence handed
down in 1993 by Istanbul Criminal Court
No. 2 for his article published in the news-
Paper Azadi (Freedom). He was released
In October. The trials under Article 159
Continued against Miinir Ceylan, a trade
Unionist; Ercan Kanar, president of the Is-
tanbul branch of the Turkish Human
Rights Association (HRA); and Sanar Yur-
datapan, spokesperson for the Together for
Peace initiative (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997). They had publicly ac-
cused the Chief of General Staff of
Covering up the Giigliikkonak massacre, in
Which state forces allegedly detained and
killed 11 civilians and village guards. The
Security forces presented the killings as

aving been committed by the Pkk.
Prisoners of conscience Hatip Dicle,
Orhan Dogan, Selim Sadak and Leyla
na, former parliamentary deputies for
lhse Democracy Party, continued to serve
“year sentences, imposed in 1994 for al-
ged membership of the Pkk, at Ankara
osed Prison. No conclusive evidence
:’as_ presented to support the charges
tgamSt them during the course of a bla-
antly ynfair trial and they appeared to
Clf‘_‘t’_e.been imprisoned because of their
icism of state policy in the predomi-
antly Kurdish southeastern provinces.
People expressing political beliefs from
an Islamic point of view were also held as
Prisoners of conscience. Former parliamen-
ary deputy Hasan Mezarci was serving an
18-month sentence imposed in 1996 under
W 5816 for insulting Mustafa Kemal
Atatiirk, founder of the Turkish Republic.
€ was released in October. In April mem-
IS of the Aczmendi religious order de-
ined in Qctober 1996 were sentenced to
Prison terms by Ankara State Security
Ourt (ssc) for appearing in public in
whl'(ara in turbans and cloaks — garments
i 1ch contravened the Dress and Hat Laws
Dstituted by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk. Ilyas
di, Yakup Akkus, Ahmet Arslan, Omer
waruk, Biilent Baykal, and Servet Diindar
o €re sentenced to four years' imprison-
1nt after conviction under Article 7/1 of

TURKEY

the Anti-Terror Law for “membership of an
organization founded to transform the Re-
public by means of intimidation or
threats.” In fact, the Aczmendi order does
not advocate violence. Another 110 Acz-
mendi defendants received sentences of
three years’ imprisonment.

The HRA was subjected to intense har-
assment. Three branches were shut down
including the Diyarbakir branch, which
was closed on the grounds that “its activit-
ies threaten the unity of the state.” Aziz
Durmaz, president of the Sanhurfa branch,
was detained and reportedly tortured in
June. He was committed to prison on ap-
parently bogus charges of membership of
an armed organization. He was a prisoner
of conscience. Aziz Durmaz was released
in November.

Turkey does not recognize the right of
conscientious objection to military service
and there is no provision for alternative
civilian service. In January the General
Staff Military Court in Ankara sentenced
Osman Murat Ulke, chairperson of the
Izmir War Resisters’ Association (ISKD)
(see Amnesty International Report 1997),
to six months’ imprisonment and a fine
for “alienating the public from the institu-
tion of military service” by publicly de-
claring his conscientious objection and
burning his call-up papers in 1995. In Feb-
ruary the General Staff Military Court
opened a new trial against Osman Murat
Ulke and a further 11 defendants from the
HRA and ISKD on charges of “alienating the
public from the institution of military ser-
vice” in speeches that they had given dur-
ing Human Rights Week in 1995. Osman
Murat Ulke was conditionally released in
May, but was rearrested in October at
Eskigehir Military Court after being con-
victed of “persistent insubordination”, for
which he received a five-month prison
sentence, and “desertion”, for which he
received a further five-month sentence.

In March detention procedures were
amended for people held under the Anti-
Terror Law (which includes non-violent
offences). The Turkish Government an-
nounced this as a measure to combat
torture. The new law shortened the max-
imum terms of police detention from 30 to
10 days in provinces under state of emer-
gency legislation, and from 14 to seven

days throughout the rest of the country. |
The new provisions were a substantial |

improvement but still failed to meet
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international standards. The law provides
for four days’ incommunicado detention,
described by the European Committee for
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment as
“unacceptable”. Incommunicado deten-
tion is widely recognized as being con-
ducive to torture.

The revised detention procedures ap-
peared to have some inhibiting effect on
the practice of torture. Nevertheless, there
were many well-documented reports of
torture by police and gendarmes (soldiers
carrying out police duties, mainly in rural
areas) in many parts of the country. Male
and female detainees frequently com-
plained that they were sexually assaulted.
The victims included those detained for
common criminal offences as well as for
offences under the Anti-Terror Law. Chil-
dren and juveniles were again among the
victims. Sixteen-year-old Murat Yigit re-
ported that he was tortured at a police sta-
tion in Ankara while detained in January.
He stated that he was blindfolded and
stripped naked, drenched with cold water,
beaten on the soles of his feet and given
electric shocks to his penis and feet by po-
lice officers who wanted him to sign a
confession to a series of burglaries. He was
later released without charge. A medical
report issued by Ankara Forensic Medi-
cine Institute recorded injuries consistent
with his statement.

Hatun Temuzalp, a reporter for a left-
wing journal, stated that she was tortured
while held for interrogation at Istanbul Po-
lice Headquarters for seven days during
March. Police officers insulted and threat-
ened her, and pulled some of her clothes
off. Her arms were tightly bound to a
wooden bar and two people grabbed her,
lifted her onto a chair, hung her up, and
pulled the chair away. This happened
repeatedly. After a period of intense pain
she started to lose consciousness. A radiog-
raphy report indicated a fractured shoulder
blade. When brought before a judge, Hatun
Temuzalp made a complaint of torture. She
was released, but her interrogators were
not prosecuted.

In a judgment in September the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights found that
Turkish security forces had tortured
Siikran Aydin while she was detained at
Derik Gendarmerie Headquarters in Mar-
din in 1993. She was 17 years old at the

had been raped, paraded naked in humili-
ating circumstances and beaten, and that
the Turkish authorities had failed to con-
duct an adequate investigation into her
complaint. The Court ordered the Turkish
Government to pay Siikran Aydin com-
pensation of approximately us$41,000.

There were at least six deaths in cus-
tody apparently as a result of torture. Fet-
tah Kaya died at Aksaray Police Station in
May, after being detained by vice-squad
officers at the music hall where he
worked. Police authorities reportedly
claimed that the 23-year-old man had died
of a heart attack, but a detainee who was
in custody with him stated that both of
them had been tortured by police, who
struck them with sandbags.

At least nine people were reported tO
have “disappeared” in the custody of po-
lice or soldiers. In February witnesses saw
four armed men, apparently plainclothes
police officers, stop Fikri Ozgen outside
his house in Diyarbakr, check his identity
and drive him away. His family made in-
quiries with all the relevant authorities.
who denied that he was detained. In com-
mon with several other victims of “disap
pearance”, Fikri Ozgen had relatives
reported to have PKk connections.

At least 20 people were reported to be
victims of political killings, many of
which may have been extrajudicial execu-
tions. In January Murat Akman was killgd
during a house raid in Savur, Mardin
province, shortly after two security force
officers had been killed by the pkk. AF'
cording to a family member who wit
nessed the killing, members of the Special
Operations Team (a special heavily armed
police force unit) came to the door, asking
for Murat Akman. When he appeared and
showed his identity card, they opel'lfad
fire, killing him instantly. The family
made an official complaint, but by the en
of the year those responsible for the killing
had not been brought to justice.

The forcible return to their country of
origin of recognized refugees and asylum-
seekers, including Iraqi and Iranian D&
tionals, continued throughout the year. 0%
several occasions, Amnesty Internationd
expressed grave concern to the TurkiS
Government about these refoulements. NO
response was received.

For the 13th consecutive year there '
were no judicial executions, although |
courts continued to pass death sentences.



Armed separatist, leftist and Islamist
Organjzations were responsible for at least
13 deliberate and arbitrary killings of civ-
tlians and prisoners. Armed members of
the pkk were allegedly responsible for at
least 10 of the killings. According to re-
%orts, in July Pkk members killed Mehmet

Zdemir at Uziimlii village, near Eruh in
Surt province, and also abducted Abdul-

Teymurtas from the same village be-
fore killing him. In October Merka Akay
Wwas taken from her home in Nusaybin,
Mardin province, and strangled by Pkk
Mmembers. The Turkish Workers and Peas-
ants’ Army (Tikko) reportedly claimed re-
SPonsibility for the killing in June of
Devrim Yasemin ildirten and Behzat
Yildinm in Istanbul, claiming that they
Were “traitors and collaborators”. The Is-
lamic Raiders of the Great East-Front
Claimed responsibility for the bombing of
3 sewage treatment plant in Istanbul in

Une. Mehmet Sahin Duran, a worker at
the plant, was wounded in the blast and
Subsequently died of his injuries. Am-
lesty International condemned these
8rave ahuses and publicly called on armed
OPposition groups to ensure that their
Members were instructed to respect inter-
National humanitarian law and human
lights standards.

. Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional appealed for the release of prisoners
O conscience and urged the government
10 initiate prompt and independent invest-
!8ations into allegations of torture, extraju-

lcial executions and “disappearances”.
Reports published during the year in-
cludeq Turkey: Refoulement of non-Euro-
Pean refugees - a protection crisis.

Amnpesty International delegates ob-
Served several trial hearings, including the
Nuary hearing in the trial at Izmir ssc of
3 group of juveniles who had been tor-
Wed at Manisa Police Headquarters in
1996 anqd subsequently accused of mem-

ership of an armed organization, and the

'Nal hearing in May of a trial at Adana

Mmary Court in which Dr Tufan Kése, an
*Mployee of a rehabilitation centre for tor-

We victims, was sentenced to a fine for
Tefusing to give officials access to treat-
Ment records,

e

TURKEY/TURKMENISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

At least three possible prisoners of con-
science were serving long prison sen-

tences. One possible prisoner of
conscience was detained without charge.
Eight political prisoners serving sentences
imposed in previous years may have re-
ceived unfair trials. Cruel, inhuman or
degrading prison conditions and other ill-
treatment continued to be reported. A
government opponent was under threat of
forcible repatriation. At least 10 people
were executed and at least 35 people
were under sentence of death at the end
of the year.

In April President Saparmurad Niyazov
publicly stated that Turkmenistan’s courts
often prosecuted “innocent people” in-
stead of real criminals. Announcing the
dismissal of the Procurator General, the
President complained of widespread in-
competence and corruption among law
enforcement officials. Further officials
were dismissed in July, including the
procurator of Lebap Region, who was ac-
cused of allowing “the complete merging
of law-enforcement agencies with the
criminal underworld”.

In June the President issued an am-
nesty decree reportedly covering over
2,000 prisoners. This was believed to be
an attempt to address the problem of ser-
ious overcrowding and appalling condi-
tions in the country’s penitentiaries. The
amnesty was reported to include commu-
tation of 222 death sentences, the first offi-
cial indication that the number of people
on death row was as high as had been

| alleged by unofficial sources.
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Also in June a new Criminal Code was
approved by the Majlis (parliament). It
provided for the death penalty for 17 of-
fences, including murder, genocide, vari-
ous anti-state crimes and a number of
drug-related crimes.

In May Turkmenistan acceded to the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights and its (first) Optional Proto-
col, to the uN Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion against Women and to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights.

At least three possible prisoners of con-
science were serving long sentences, in-
cluding Mukhametkuli Aymuradov and
Khoshali Garayev (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1996 and 1997). There were
fears that a charge of drug-trafficking made
against Ashirgeldy Syadiyev, serving a 15-
or 20-year prison sentence, could have
been politically motivated, and that he
may be a prisoner of conscience. Taxi
driver Ashirgeldy Syadiyev, a relative of a
prominent dissident, was living in Ashga-
bat, the capital, where he and his family
were the sole focus of contact between the
exiled Khalmurad Soyunov and his relat-
ives. In March a passenger, who had re-
portedly deliberately chosen Ashirgeldy
Syadiyev’s taxi from a number of others
waiting for fares, left luggage at Ashirgeldy
Syadiyev's house. Police searched the
house and allegedly discovered narcotics
in the passenger’s luggage. Ashirgeldy
Syadiyev was arrested the same day. The
police reportedly made no efforts to trace
his passenger. In May Ashirgeldy
Syadiyev was tried in Ashgabat City Court
and sentenced to death for drug-trafficking
after a witness testified to having bought
narcotics from him. The witness was not
prosecuted. In June the death sentence
was commuted under the presidential
amnesty.

Yovshan Annakurban, an independent
journalist, was arrested in October at Ash-
gabat airport by members of the Turkmen
Committee of National Security (kNB), re-
portedly to prevent him from attending a
training seminar with Radio Liberty in
Prague, Czech Republic. xnB officials
claimed to have found materials by the
underground political opposition in his
luggage. He was detained for two weeks
before being released without charge fol-
lowing international pressure. Yovshan

Annakurban had been detained for six
months following an anti-government de-
monstration in July 1995 (see Amnesty In-
ternational Reports 1996 and 1997).

Reports suggested that the “Ashgabat
Eight”, serving prison sentences in con-
nection with an anti-government demon-
stration in July 1995 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1996 and 1997), may
have received an unfair trial. Seven -
Amanmyrat Amandurdyyev, Khudayberdi
Amandurdyyev, Gulgeldi Annanyyazov
Charymyrat Gurov, Begmyrat Khojayev,
Kakamyrat Nazarov and Batyr Sakhetliyev
— were reported to have received prison
sentences in December 1995 or January
1996 of between four and 15 years for @
range of crimes, including drug and fire-
arms offences, “malicious hooliganism”
and “preparation to commit murder”. The
trial appeared to have been held in secret,
in violation of international fair trial
standards. The eighth man, Charymyrat
Amandurdyyev, was believed to have
been arrested in February 1996. It was not
known whether he was subsequently
charged or tried, but he was reportedly
still held at the end of the year.

There was concern that the “Ashgabat
Eight” might have been coerced into testi-
fying against themselves by means of ill-
treatment and threats. There were
widespread allegations that law enforce
ment officials beat participants in the 1995
demonstration both at the time of arrest
and during preliminary detention (se€
Amnesty International Report 1996).

There was also concern for the current
physical well-being of the “Ashgabat
Eight”. Gulgeldi Annanyyazov was report-
edly deliberately held among violent crim-
inals in order to put him at risk of assault:
a practice common in the former Soviet
Union, of which Turkmenistan was a part:
In addition, prisoners routinely suffer
overcrowding and severe food shortage$
and outbreaks of diseases such as cholerd
have been reported.

In November former Deputy Prim®
Minister Nazar Soyunov was detained 1P
Moscow, Russia, by officers of the Russia?
Federal Security Service and question€
for four hours about criminal charge$
brought against him in Turkmenista
There were allegations that the charge$
which related to corruption during hi®
time in office, had been fabricated in orde’
to punish him for an interview he ha
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given to Radio Liberty in October which | response from any Turkmen official to

was critical of President Niyazov.

At least 10 people were reported to
have been executed, although the true fig-
ure was believed to be much higher. At
the end of the year at least 35 people were
believed to remain under sentence of
death. Three death sentences — all for al-
leged drug offences — passed on Gulsere
Dzhumayeva, Dunyagozel Ovezdurdyyeva
and Ashirgeldy Syadiyev were commuted,
the latter two under the presidential am-
Desty in June. It was not possible to ascer-

tain which other prisoners under sentence |

of death benefited from the amnesty.

In September Amnesty International
expressed concern that Ashirgeldy
Syadiyev may have been detained solely

€Cause he was related to Khalmurad
Soyunov and maintained contact with
him, The organization called for a full ju-
dictal review of the case and in particular
Nvestigation of allegations that the evid-
€nce against him was fabricated.

In November the organization urged the
authorities to clarify the charges against
Yovshan Annakurban and to protect him

om any form of ill-treatment.

In a report issued in July, Turk-
menjstan: The “Ashgabat Eight” - two
Years on, time for the truth, Amnesty In-
ternational called on the authorities to
Provide detailed information about the
fate of all those arrested following the July

995  demonstration in Ashgabat and
alfom the conduct of the trial of all those
still serving sentences in connection with

€ demonstration. It also sought assur-
ances that the “Ashgabat Eight” had not

een tortured or ill-treated, or placed at
Tisk of violence from fellow inmates.

In April, following the President'’s ad-
Mission of widespread judicial error and
Malpractice in Turkmenistan, Amnesty In-
r‘:"}ational reiterated its calls for a judicial

View of the criminal convictions of

Ukhametkuli Aymuradov and Khoshali

rayev, and asked whether the cases of
PiGOple arrested after the 1995 demonstra-
thon Would be re-examined. In November
thz Organization called on the Russian au-

Tties not to extradite Nazar Soyunov to
i enistan. Amnesty International re-

ewed calls for a moratorium on the death

nalty, arguing that if some of the “inno-
€8Nt people” to whom the President had

I ;
:fe“‘ed were executed, these mistakes

Amnesty International’s and

statements.

appeals

UGANDA

Prisoners of conscience were among hun-
dreds of prisoners detained for short
periods without charge or trial. Over 900
alleged members of armed opposition
groups were charged with treason, but
there was little progress in bringing them
to trial. Torture, including rape, and ill-
treatment were widespread, resulting in
at least seven deaths. Prison conditions
were harsh; more than 60 prisoners died
as a result. Courts imposed sentences of
caning. Soldiers and police were respons-
ible for extrajudicial executions. More
than 1,000 prisoners were under sentence
of death, including 15 sentenced during
the year. Armed opposition groups were
responsible for abuses of human rights,
including the abduction of hundreds of
children, torture including rape, and hun-
dreds of deliberate and arbitrary killings.
Fighting between the Uganda People’s
Defence Forces (UpDF) and armed opposi-
tion movements backed by the Sudanese
Government caused the internal displace-
ment of more than 400,000 people in the
north, northwest and west. In January
more than 60,000 people in the northern
district of Kitgum fled assaults by the
armed opposition Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA), joining 200,000 others already dis-
placed. In the west, the Allied Democratic
Front (ADF) attacked both military and ci-

| Ould never be undone. There was no | Vilian targets from bases in the Democratic
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Republic of the Congo; more than 170,000
people were displaced. In the northwest,
there was a reduction in fighting after mil-
itary action in February and March against
bases in Sudan used by the West Nile
Bank Front (wNBfF) and the Uganda Na-
tional Rescue Front-Two (UNRF-11).

Prisoners of conscience were among
hundreds of people briefly detained with-
out charge or trial. Most, but not all, de-
tentions took place in the war zones and
involved suspected members of armed op-
position movements or “rebel collabora-
tors”. Kagwe Lawrence p’'Owot, a teacher,
was detained in Gulu military barracks be-
tween February and April, when he was
released without charge. In the north de-
tainees were periodically detained in
army bases in remote rural areas. In May,
three men were detained for two weeks in
a pit dug in an army base in Paicho in
Gulu District. The men, one of whom had
been tortured by having a plastic jerrycan
melted onto his body, were freed after the
intervention of a visiting Amnesty Inter-
national team. The soldiers alleged to be
responsible were arrested.

Hundreds of alleged members of the
WNBF and UNRF-II captured in March and
April were detained without charge for
several weeks. In June, 234 alleged former
members of the wNBF were released. More
than 900 other alleged combatants were
charged with treason, but trials had not
begun by the end of the year. In the past,
treason charges — which preclude the
granting of bail for 360 days — have been
used to hold suspected opponents of the
government for long periods without trial.

Torture and ill-treatment were com-
mon, especially immediately after arrest;
those responsible included police, sol-
diers, prison warders and government
militia. In at least seven cases, torture res-
ulted in death. In May Paulo Kolo died in
police custody in Gulu 24 hours after he
was arrested and beaten by soldiers. In
July Sabiiti Ivan Kisembo died after he
was beaten by police. His body was
dumped in a Kampala mortuary without
identification. In August, nine men were
hospitalized in Gulu after soldiers, who
were subsequently arrested, beat 21 civil-
ians while searching for a upDF deserter. In
September police and soldiers in Gulu
beat and ill-treated at least 20 men during
identity checks, including a journalist
whose ears were cut with a bayonet.

In northern Uganda soldiers were res-
ponsible for raping dozens of women. For
example, in March and April soldiers in
Awach raped five women, one of whom
was forced into marriage with the rapist.
Most incidents of rape went unreported
because of the social consequences for
women.

Courts imposed sentences of caning — @
cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment.
In February a man received 12 strokes
after being convicted of sexually abusing
children.

Prison conditions continued to be
harsh, with serious overcrowding in many
jails. Food shortages, overcrowding and
inadequate medical services led to the
deaths of 57 prisoners in Arua Prison
during the year. An investigation was or-
dered in December. Nine prisoners in
Marokatipe prison died of starvation in
July and August. One starving prisoner in
the jail died after he was beaten for steal
ing groundnuts from a prison warder’s
garden.

Police and soldiers were responsible

[ for at least 20 extrajudicial executions. In

July police in Kampala arrested two sus
pected thieves and shot them dead a few
hours later. In August police in Lira tor
tured Alex Okello, who they claimed wa$
an armed robber, to make him reveal
where he had hidden his weapon. They
then took him outside the town and Sh_ot
him dead. In September, four civilians 1?
Omoro, who soldiers claimed were LRA
members, were shot dead.

Fifteen men were sentenced to death:
including a soldier convicted of murder
ing a civilian detained in Lubiri military
barracks in 1995. By the end of the ye&f
more than 1,000 prisoners were under
sentence of death.

Armed opposition groups were TreS’
ponsible for gross abuses of human rights'
including child abduction, torture inCllfd'
ing rape, and deliberate and arbitrary kill-
ings. In the north, the LRA abducte
hundreds of children and forced them 'to
become soldiers; many were held 1o
camps in Sudan. Children were beatel
and forced to kill unarmed civilians an
captured government soldiers. Hundreds
of abducted girls were raped in forc
marriages. In January the LRA deliberately
and arbitrarily killed more than 490 civil
ians in Lamwo as punishment for lack ©
support. Hundreds of civilians were kill®




in other incidents, in which scores of
women were raped. The ADF was also res-
Ponsible for killings and abductions. For
example, in July at least 60 unarmed vil-
agers were killed in villages around
Bundibugyo. Nineteen boys studying in a
Seminary in Kasese were abducted in Au-
8ust and taken to ADF bases in the Demo-
Cratic Republic of the Congo.

In May an Amnesty International del-
egation visited northern Uganda to re-
search human rights abuses in the
Northern war zone. In meetings with milit-
ary officers and government officials, the
lelegates raised concerns about the deten-
tion without charge or trial and torture of
Suspected rebel collaborators in rural mil-
ltary outposts. In July a second Amnesty
International delegation visited the north
10 participate in a meeting organized by

gandan human rights organizations. In
September Amnesty International issued a
Teport, Uganda: ‘Breaking God's com-
Mands’ - the destruction of childhood by
the Lord’s Resistance Army, which con-
demned gross abuses by the Lra and
called on it to respect international hu-
Manitarian law and international human
Tights standards. The report also called on
the Sudanese Government to end its milit-
ary and logistical support for the LRA and
to intervene to free abducted children.
Amnesty International lobbied the uN
Committee on the Rights of the Child
Meeting to discuss Uganda's report on its
Progress towards implementing the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. In
December Amnesty International raised its

Uman rights concerns in northern

ganda with Ugandan exiles, including
80vernment opponents, in the United
Kingdop,

e e e — e
UKRAINE

At least 13 prisoners were executed and
More than 260 remained under sentence
9% death at the end of the year. Ill-treat-
::)lem and torture in detention continued
€ reported.

of tI}I: ]anuary. the Parliamentary Assembly
e € Council of Europe adopted a resolu-
s condemning the continuing execu-
ey NS and threatening Ukraine with

entual expulsion from the Council of

Urope should more executions be carried

UGANDA/UKRAINE

out. Ukraine had committed itself to an
immediate moratorium on executions on
joining the Council of Europe in Novem-
ber 1995 (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1996 and 1997). In January the
Ministry of Justice released figures show-
ing that 167 prisoners were executed in
1996.

In May Ukraine fulfilled one of the
commitments made on joining the Council
of Europe by signing Protocol No. 6 to the
European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Free-
doms, which provides for the abolition of
the death penalty in peacetime. Ukraine
ratified the European Convention for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or De-
grading Treatment or Punishment in May,
and the European Convention for the Pro-
tection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms in July.

In April the uN Committee against Tor-
ture considered Ukraine’s third periodic
report. The Committee expressed concern
at Ukraine’s failure to institute an immedi-
ate moratorium on executions and warned
the government of the consequences
should it continue to violate its obliga-
tions. The Committee also found that law
enforcement officials in Ukraine had tor-
tured and ill-treated detainees, in some
cases causing their death. It said that the
lack of an effective system for independ-
ent scrutiny of complaints and for com-
pensating victims; the lack of provisions
for court review of arrest and detention;
and the absence of the crime of torture in
national legislation, all contributed to
these violations. Ukraine was also criti-
cized for the systematic torture of new
recruits in the armed forces; inhuman
or degrading conditions of pre-trial de-
tention; and failure to ensure access to a

B
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lawyer of the detainee’s choice. The Com-
mittee made specific and extensive recom-
mendations for a comprehensive plan to
stop torture in Ukraine.

In November an official Council of Eur-
ope fact-finding mission to Ukraine was
told that 13 prisoners had been executed
between 1 January and 11 March; their pe-
titions for clemency had been rejected by
President Leonid Kuchma in November
1996. Officials stated that no further peti-
tions for clemency were rejected and no
further executions carried out. Other
sources, however, maintained that execu-
tions continued beyond March. The mis-
sion was informed that 264 prisoners were
under sentence of death.

In April the Ukrainian delegation told
the uN Committee against Torture that
over the previous three years, 529 people
had been sentenced to death and 73 had
had their sentences commuted. Among
those believed to be on death row at the
end of the year was Sergey Romanov, who
was sentenced to death in July 1997 for
premeditated, aggravated murder. There
were allegations of serious irregularities in
the conduct of pre-trial investigations in
his case and reports of ill-treatment in po-
lice custody.

Death sentences on Sergey Vysochan-
sky and Andrey Yevtemy were commuted
in March and April respectively. Other
prisoners under sentence of death, includ-
ing Vitaly Gumenyuk, were awaiting the
outcome of petitions for clemency. Fol-
lowing the Council of Europe fact-finding
mission to Ukraine, the Rapporteur of the
Committee on Legal Affairs and Human
Rights of the Council of Europe issued a re-
port stating that the procedure for carrying
out executions “is shrouded in secrecy”.
In particular, “relatives of executed pris-
oners are not informed where their sons,
husbands or fathers are buried”. The re-
port also criticized the conditions in pre-
trial detention centres where prisoners
under sentence of death were held, citing,
in particular, lights being left on continu-
ously, the lack of daylight in prisoners’
cells, and prisoners not being able to leave
their cells except to have a shower once
every five to 10 days.

Ill-treatment and torture in detention
continued to be reported. In March,
Sergey Valkovanysh was reportedly tor-
tured while in police custody in the
Donetsk region. He was reportedly beaten,

suffering broken ribs, and had a plastic
bag placed over his head and filled with
gas. Following an official investigation,
the Procurator General reportedly refused
to open criminal proceedings against the
police officers involved because of lack of
evidence.

Maksim Pyatigorsky, a 14-year-old boy,
was reportedly denied adequate medical
care and refused access to his parents
while held in pre-trial detention in
Lukiyanovska prison from October 1996 to
June 1997. The parents of two other boys
reportedly lodged complaints that police
officers beat their sons until they agreed to
testify against Maksim Pyatigorsky.

In August there were reports that Alek-
sandr Barketov, a prisoner in Krivoy Rog
region, was suffering from a wasting con-
dition and skin ulcers, and was passing
blood; his health was said to be preju-
diced by poor prison conditions. He was
serving a two-year prison sentence for de-
serting from the army, allegedly following
incidents of ill-treatment.

In January an Interior Ministry official
reported that two of its employees in the
Transcarpathian region “carried out illegal
actions... during which they caused bod-
ily harm to persons of Gypsy nationality..-
Information regarding rape of Eva H. by
the above members of staff was not con-
firmed” (see Amnesty International Report
1997). The officers were dismissed.

The Procurator General reportedly
opened criminal cases against 10 law
enforcement officials from the Lviv invest-
igation isolation prison allegedly respons-
ible for the death in custody of Yury
Mozola in 1996 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997). However, during a
trial which took place in February an
March, the cases were reportedly closed
and further investigation requested. NO
further information was available at the
end of the year.

In September Amnesty International
wrote to President Kuchma, urging him
to take action to stop all executions. In
January the organization wrote to the
Secretary-General of the Council ©
Europe conveying its concerns about the
continuing use of the death penalty
and urging that the Ukrainian Government
issue public orders to all prison governors
that no further executions be carried out.

Amnesty International submitted a T¢
port to the members of the uN Committee
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against Torture, and met the Ukrainian
delegation to discuss implementation of
the Committee’s recommendations.

The organization asked the Ukrainian
authorities to ensure that a full and com-
prehensive inquiry was instigated into all
allegations of torture and ill-treatment.

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

A prisoner of conscience held beyond the
expiry of his sentence was released. At
least three possible prisoners of con-
Science were held throughout the year.
Torture and ill-treatment were reported
and the use of cruel judicial punishments
increased significantly. At least 15 people
were sentenced to death and six execu-
tions were reported.

The punishment of flogging was ex-
tended to traffic offences and reportedly to
begging in the Emirate of Ras al-Khaimah.

Prisoner of conscience Elie Dib Ghalib,
a8 Lebanese Christian, was released in July
= more than six months after the expiry of
his sentence. He had been sentenced to
One year’s imprisonment and 39 lashes
after his marriage to a Muslim United
Arab Emirates national was ruled null and
Void and his relationship therefore a crim-
Inal offence under the country’s law. No
Mvestjgation was known to have been car-
Ted out into reports that he was tortured
and j]l-treated in prison. It was not known
Whether the sentence of flogging was car-
Tled out (see Amnesty International Report
1997).

UKRAINE/UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Three possible prisoners of conscience
detained in June 1996 — brothers Jassim
and Yassir ‘Issa al-Yassi and Ahmad ‘Ab-
dullah Makki — remained held without
trial and possibly without charge (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997).

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
continued to be reported.

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-
ments, including flogging and amputation,
continued to be imposed. At least 19 sen-
tences of flogging were reported for a
range of offences — including theft and
sexual offences such as adultery — often in
conjunction with prison sentences. In
April, a Sri Lankan woman and an Indian
man were reportedly sentenced to 130 and
90 lashes respectively, and deportation, by
a court in Ras al-Khaimah. Also in April,
three men convicted of drinking alcohol,
assaulting a woman and threatening to kill
her, were reportedly each sentenced to
680 lashes and six years’ imprisonment by
a court in Khawr Faqqan. In June, a court
in the Emirate of Fujairah reportedly sen-
tenced two men to 80 lashes and 10 years’
imprisonment each for rape; a third de-
fendant was sentenced to 180 lashes and
10 years’ imprisonment. It was not known
if the sentences had been implemented by
the end of the year.

Sentences of amputation were also re-
ported. In April, two men convicted of
robbery were sentenced by a court in Fu-
jairah to have their right hands and feet
amputated. It was not known whether the
sentence had been carried out by the end
of the year.

At least 15 death sentences were repor-
ted — a significant increase over previous
years — and two death sentences imposed
in previous years were confirmed. In
April, Ahmad Mohammad Amin Bada‘u
and Mohammad ‘Abdullah ‘Abdul ‘Aziz
were reportedly sentenced to death for the
kidnap, rape and murder of an eight-year-
old girl in October 1996. The outcome of
their appeal was not known at the end of
the year. In June, Nur Ibrahim, a Pakistan
national, was reportedly sentenced to
death for drug smuggling by a court in Ras
al-Khaimah. Two other men tried in the
same case were each sentenced to 80
lashes and life imprisonment.

In April, the Federal Supreme Court in
the town of al-‘Ain upheld the death sen-
tence imposed on Zad Khan Shah, a Pak-
istan national, for murder in December
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1993. The sentence was awaiting ratifica-
tion by the President, Al-Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, at the end of the
year.

In February the Federal Supreme Court
in Abu Dhabi upheld the death sentence
against John Aquino, a Philippine national
(see Amnesty International Reports 1996
and 1997). In September, the Court agreed
to allow him until December to seek clem-
ency from the victim'’s family. At the end
of the year he remained under sentence of
death.

It was not known whether the death
sentence on Mashal Badr al-Hamati, a
Yemeni national, had been commuted (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).

At least six people, including a woman,
were executed. In July, three Indian na-
tionals, convicted of murder and sen-
tenced to death in December 1996, were
executed by firing-squad in a Dubai
prison. The death sentences had been con-
firmed by the Court of Appeal in April,
despite reports that blood money had been
paid to the families of the victims, who
subsequently waived the punishment
against the three men. In September, Ma-
jid Fakher Hussain Majid and ‘Abdul
Mehdi Karim Mushtaq, an Iranian na-
tional, were publicly executed by firing-
squad in the town of al-‘Ain. They had
been convicted earlier in the year of the
murder of five people during a series of
robberies and sentenced to be crucified
before being executed. However, the sen-
tence of crucifixion was not carried out. In
December Zainab Ramdhan Zaki, an
Egyptian national convicted by a court in
Ras al-Khaimah of murdering her hus-
band, was executed.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and for
the fair trial or release of detainees held
for political or religious reasons. It also
called for investigations into allegations of
torture and ill-treatment. Amnesty Inter-
national expressed concern at the in-
creased use of the death penalty and
called for the commutation of all death
sentences and sentences of flogging and
amputation. No responses were received
from the authorities.

UNITED KINGDOM

Inquests into deaths in custody under-
lined the dangers of certain methods
of restraint used by law enforcement
officers. There were allegations of ill-
treatment by police officers, and reports
of human rights violations by the security
forces during the “parade” season in
Northern Ireland. Conditions in Special
Security Units constituted cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Armed political
groups were responsible for human rights
abuses.

In September multi-party talks aimed at
a political settlement began in Northern
Ireland. The inclusion of the Republican
political party, Sinn Féin, in the talks fol-
lowed a declaration by the Irish Repub-
lican Army (IRA) of a second cessation
of military activities in July. Prior to the
cessation, the IRA was responsible for a
number of bomb attacks and the killing
of three members of the security forces.
The Continuity Army Council, a Repub-
lican armed group, claimed responsibility
for several bombings. There were acts of
violence by Loyalist armed groups despite
the cease-fire. Divisions emerged among8
the Loyalists, resulting in the disbanding
of the Combined Loyalist Military Com-
mand - which linked the Ulster Defence
Association and the Ulster Volunteer
Force — and in the creation of the Loyalist
Volunteer Force (LVF), which was respons-
ible for a number of attacks and killings.

In October the new government, which
was elected in May, published a bill set:
ting out provisions for the incorporation of
the European Convention for the Protec-
tion of Human Rights and Fundamental
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Freedoms (European Convention) into
national law.

Inquests into deaths in custody in Eng-
land revealed that certain methods of re-
straint used by law enforcement officers
can lead to positional asphyxia. In January
the inquest into the death of Kenneth Sev-
erin in Belmarsh Prison in November 1995
returned an “open verdict”. The post-
mortem stated that the most likely cause
of death was positional asphyxia. The jury
was told that Kenneth Severin died
shortly after being forcibly held face down
by prison officers. The officers denied ap-
plying a neckhold or placing their knees
on his back, and kicking and punching
him; they could not account for the
bruises to his upper back and neck. In Oc-
tober an inquest jury ruled that Ibrahima
Sey had been unlawfully killed while in
police custody in March 1996. Ibrahima
Sey had been handcuffed, sprayed in the
face with cs gas, and then held face down
for about 15 minutes by several police offi-
cers (see Amnesty International Report
1997). The coroner recommended an ur-
gent review of police use of cs gas and
warned chief constables of “grave public
concerns” about methods of restraint and
the dangers of positional asphyxia. In De-
cember an inquest jury ruled that Dennis
Stevens’ death in Dartmoor Prison in Oc-
tober 1995 was accidental (see Amnesty
International Report 1996).

The decisions of the Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) not to prosecute police
officers involved in the deaths in custody
of Shiji Lapite and Richard O'Brien
(see Amnesty International Reports 1996
and 1997) were challenged in the High
Court in July. The ppp admitted that the
decision-making process had been flawed
and agreed to review those decisions.
The Police Complaints Authority also
stated that its handling of the Shiji
Lapite case was “flawed” and that it
would reinvestigate. In addition, the
Attorney General initiated an independent
Inquiry into the handling by the prosecu-
tion authorities of serious complaints
8gainst the police, including cases of
death in custody.

In England damages were awarded to
many people for ill-treatment by police of-
ficers. The European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture sent a delegation to
the United Kingdom (uk) in September
o examine, among other matters, legal

UNITED KINGDOM

remedies in cases involving allegations of
ill-treatment by police officers.

During 1997, a large volume of evi-
dence emerged concerning the 1972
Widgery Inquiry into the killing of 13 un-
armed people and the wounding of 15
others by British soldiers in Northern
Ireland on 31 January 1972 (known as
“Bloody Sunday”). The evidence showed
that the findings of the inquiry had been
seriously flawed. By the end of the year,
the government had not made a decision
on whether to institute a new inquiry.

Internal inquiries were initiated by the
police into several incidents in Northern
Ireland involving undercover members of
the security forces. In March Gareth Doris
was shot and wounded by undercover sol-
diers shortly after an explosion at a police
station in Coalisland. Eye-witnesses
alleged that no warning was given before
he was shot. He was unarmed. Also in
March, masked men, later identified as
undercover police officers, reportedly at-
tacked staff and customers in the Derry-
hirk Inn in Aghagallon near Lurgan; 93
complaints were lodged about the officers’
conduct.

There were continued reports of ill-
treatment by the security forces in North-
ern Ireland. The report of an independent
review of police complaints procedures in
Northern Ireland, published in January,
recommended the appointment of a Police
Ombudsman to investigate complaints
using a staff of independent investigators.
The recommendations were incorporated
into a police bill which was proposed in
December.

In October the installation of video-
recording cameras began in the three spe-
cial interrogation centres in Northern
Ireland where suspects arrested under
emergency legislation are questioned, and
an amended emergency provisions bill
was issued proposing that audio-recording
should also be installed. The uN Special
Rapporteur on the independence of judges
and lawyers visited the Uk in October to
investigate the effects of emergency legis-
lation on lawyers’ ability to practise in
Northern Ireland, including complaints
about police intimidation of lawyers.

Reports were received indicating a con-
tinued lack of even-handed policing in
Northern Ireland (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). Robert Hamill, a
Catholic, died in May, 11 days after being !
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severely beaten by a large crowd of Prot-
estants in Portadown. Relatives who were
with him claimed that Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary (ruc) officers sitting in a parked
vehicle at the scene of the beating had
not intervened to protect them, despite
requests.

During the parades in Northern Ireland
in July and August, the security forces
fired a large number of plastic bullets, at
times indiscriminately, at protesters. Four-
teen-year-old Gary Lawlor was in a coma
for several days after being hit by a plastic
bullet in West Belfast and 13-year-old
Maire Walsh, who was standing next to
him, was injured in the mouth. It was also
reported that the security forces beat and
kicked peaceful protesters, resulting in
many injuries. Some 200 civil actions
were lodged concerning the security
forces’ conduct in policing a parade in
Garvaghy Road, Portadown.

Large stocks of plastic bullets were
withdrawn twice during the year, because
of faults in their velocity and weight. The
publication in August of guidelines on the
use of plastic bullets revealed that the rRuc
guidelines were less stringent than those
of the British Army and of police forces in
the rest of the uk. A review of the guide-
lines was initiated by the Association of
Chief Police Officers.

Independent medical reports indicated
that conditions in Special Security Units,
where “exceptional escape risk” Category
A prisoners are held, led to a serious de-
terioration of prisoners’ physical and psy-
chological health. In January a trial judge
refused to send six prisoners, charged
with attempted escape from a maximum
security prison in England, for retrial on
the grounds that “medical evidence sug-
gests five of the defendants have deteri-
orated mentally” after being held in such
units for lengthy periods of time.

Réisfn McAliskey, who was
months pregnant at the time of her arrest
in November 1996 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997), continued to be held
in custody pending extradition to Ger-
many for questioning about an IRA attack
on an army base. As a Category A prisoner,
she was subjected to frequent strip-
searches, “closed visits” and severe re-
strictions throughout her pregnancy on
her rights to associate with other prisoners
and to exercise. Some restrictions were
eased towards the end of her pregnancy,
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and she gave birth in May in a civilian
hospital. She was subsequently trans-
ferred on bail to a mother-and-baby secure
unit in a London hospital because of her
medical condition.

The Chief Inspector of Prisons pub-
lished thematic reports which were crit-
ical of prison conditions for women and
young offenders.

The Criminal Cases Review Commis-
sion, an independent body responsible
for reviewing alleged miscarriages of just-
ice, began work in March. In August the
Commission referred the case of Danny
McNamee to the Court of Appeal. Danny
McNamee had been convicted in 1987 of a
bomb attack in London and sentenced to
25 years' imprisonment, solely on the
basis of forensic evidence which was re-
portedly subsequently discredited.

The convictions of four men (known as
the “Bridgewater Four”) for the murder of
13-year-old Carl Bridgewater in 1978 were
quashed in July. Three had been released
in February on bail after 17 years’ impris-
onment; the fourth had died in prison in
1981. The Appeal Court was told that the
police had falsified one suspect’s confes-
sion and then applied undue pressure, in-
cluding ill-treatment, on another to force a
confession.

Patrick Kane was released in June after
the Court of Appeal quashed his 1990 con-
viction in connection with the murder of
two army corporals. The convictions of
his co-defendants, Sean Kelly and Michael
Timmons, had still not been reviewed by
the end of the year (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994).

In December the Court of Appeal
quashed the conviction of Christopher .
Sheals for murder in connection with the
killing of Margaret Wright, but upheld
other convictions. Margaret Wright had
been beaten and shot dead in 1994 by a
group of men in a hall which displayed
insignia of the Red Hand Commando, 8
Loyalist armed group. The Court rejected
the “common purpose” basis for his
conviction.

Colin Duffy, whose conviction for mur-
der was quashed by the Court of Appeal in
September 1996 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997), claimed that he con-
tinued to be subjected to systematic
harassment by the security forces. In June
he was charged with the murder of two
police officers and detained until October,




despite the existence of detailed alibi
evidence. In November he was charged
with grievous bodily harm of a police of-
ficer, although witnesses to the incident
stated that Colin Duffy and others had in
fact been ill-treated by the police; he was
released on bail.

Nineteen people were killed by mem-
bers of armed political groups in Northern
Ireland; 14 deaths were attributed to Loyal-
ists, three to the A, and two to the Irish
National Liberation Army (nra). In March
John Slane, a Catholic, died after being
shot in his home by Loyalists. Sean Brown,
a Catholic, was abducted by Loyalists and
shot in the head in May. Bernadette Mar-
tin, an 18-year-old Catholic, was shot dead
by Loyalists at her Protestant boyfriend’s
house in July. In the same month 16-year-
old James Morgan, a Catholic, was found
dead. He had been killed by Loyalists and
his body mutilated. In December the mNLA
shot dead Billy Wright, a leader of the LvF,
in the Maze prison. The LvF subsequently
attacked two bars, killing Seamus Dillon

and Eddie Treanor, both Catholics, and .

wounding eight other people.

Some people died as a result of “pun-
ishment” beatings and shootings. Among
those allegedly killed by Loyalists were
David Templeton, a Presbyterian minister,
and Robert Bates, a former Loyalist pris-
oner. Armed groups were responsible for
150 “punishment” shootings and at least
72 “punishment” beatings of members of
their own communities in Northern Ire-
land. In February, 16-year-old Judith Boy-
lan was tied to a lamp post, beaten, and
threatened with an iron bar; her attackers,
allegedly members of the rA, then threw
paint on her and hacked off her hair. Sean
McNally was shot at close range through
the knee by alleged IRA members in June;
his right leg had to be amputated at the
knee.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, United Kingdom: An
agenda for human rights protection. In
October Amnesty International welcomed
the government’s decision to incorporate
the European Convention into national

aw as a first step towards implementing a |

| much broader range of international ob-
ligations. The organization called on the
government to ensure that human rights
protection would be effective by, among
other things, establishing an independent
Human Rights Commission.

UNITED KINGDOM/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Amnesty International sent observers to
court hearings in connection with the
deaths in custody of Shiji Lapite and
Richard O’Brien and to the inquests of
Ibrahima Sey and Alex Patterson, killed
by undercover soldiers in Northern Ire-
land in 1990. Amnesty International ob-
servers attended appeal hearings in other
cases in England and Northern Ireland in
which the organization had concerns
about unfair trial procedures.

Amnesty International repeatedly urged
the government to quash the findings of
the 1972 Widgery Tribunal and to estab-
lish an immediate and full inquiry into
the events of “Bloody Sunday”. The or-
ganization continued to urge the govern-
ment to investigate the circumstances
of the killing of Diarmuid O’Neill in Sep-
tember 1996 (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

Amnesty International sent an observer
to monitor the policing of some of the pa-
rades in Northern Ireland in July.

In March Amnesty International pub-
lished United Kingdom: Special Security
Units - cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment, which urged the government to
carry out a review of the treatment of Cat-
egory A prisoners; and in April United
Kingdom: Cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment — detention of Réisin McAliskey.

Throughout the year, Amnesty Interna-
tional was concerned at reports of human
rights abuses by armed political groups in
Northern Ireland.

VT T i, il N T [
UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Seventy-four prisoners were executed in
16 states and more than 3,300 remained
on death row. There were reports of
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shootings in disputed circumstances and
torture and ill-treatment by police and
prison officers, sometimes resulting in
deaths in custody. A prisoner whose pro-
secution was found to have been politic-
ally motivated was released.

In September the un Special Rappor-
teur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions visited the usa.

The death penalty continued to be used
extensively. Seventy-four people were
executed, bringing the number executed
since the end of the moratorium on the
death penalty in 1977 to 432.

In Texas, 37 prisoners were executed,
including Terry Washington, who was said
to have had the mental age of a seven-
year-old. The jury which sentenced him to
death for murder in 1987 was unaware of
his mental illness. Irineo Trist4n Montoya,
a Mexican national, was executed in
Texas in June. He had reportedly signed a
four-page confession in English — a lan-
guage he did not read, speak or under-
stand — after lengthy police interrogation
without the presence of a lawyer or the as-
sistance of the Mexican Consulate, in con-
travention of the uN Vienna Convention
on Consular Relations, which the usa has
ratified. Of 62 foreign nationals known to
be under sentence of death, most had ef-
fectively been denied access to consular
assistance.

Harold McQueen was the first person
to be executed in Kentucky for 35 years.
He was executed in July although the jury
which sentenced him to death was un-
aware of crucial mitigating factors, includ-
ing medical evidence of brain damage.
Flint Gregory Hunt, a black man, was ex-
ecuted in July in the first execution to take
place in Maryland without the prisoner’s
consent for 36 years. Of the 17 people on
death row in Maryland at the end of the
year, 14 were from ethnic minorities. In
Colorado the first execution for 30 years
took place when Gary Lee Davies was ex-
ecuted by lethal injection in October.

Three men were executed on 8 January
in Arkansas. According to reports, Kirt
Wainwright, who was awaiting the out-
come of a last-minute appeal to the us
Supreme Court, lay strapped to a mobile
stretcher, with the needle which would
administer the lethal dose in his arm, for
over 45 minutes before being executed.

Pedro Medina, a Cuban refugee with a
history of mental illness, was executed in

Florida in March. A malfunction in the
74-year-old electric chair caused Pedro
Medina’s black leather face mask to burst
into flames during his execution.

Joseph O'Dell was executed in July in
Virginia despite continuing doubts about
the safety of his conviction. He had been
convicted of murder in 1986 on the basis
of the testimony of a prosecution witness
who subsequently testified that he had
lied in the hope of receiving a reduced
sentence himself. DNA test results which
had not been available during the trial
contradicted evidence presented by the
prosecution. In 1994 the us Supreme
Court ruled that juries in capital cases
should be told if defendants would have
no possibility of parole if sentenced to life
imprisonment, but the ruling was not
made retroactive. This information had
not been given to the jury at Joseph
O’Dell’s original trial.

In August William T. Boliek Jr was
granted a stay of execution. The Governor
of Missouri appointed a three-member
board of inquiry to investigate claims that
William T. Boliek Jr had received inad-
equate legal representation during his
original trial for murder in 1984.

There were further reports of torture
and ill-treatment and shootings in disputed
circumstances by police. In April Kevin
Cedeno, a black teenager, was shot in the
back by a New York City Police Depart-
ment (NYpD) officer. Initial police reports
stated that Kevin Cedeno had threatened
the officer with a machete. However, other
witnesses raised doubts about whether
Kevin Cedeno had posed an immediate
danger to the officer or to others.

In August Abner Louima, a Haitian,
was allegedly tortured and racially abused
by NYPD officers. According to reports, he
was kicked and beaten in the police car
and, on arrival at the station, an officer
thrust the handle of a toilet cleaner into
his rectum and then jammed it into his
mouth. Despite serious injuries, including
a punctured small intestine and damage to
his bladder, Abner Louima was not taken
to hospital for two and a half hours. Two
officers were charged with aggravated sex-
ual abuse and another two with beating
Abner Louima. Investigations continued at
the end of the year and the trials of the po-
lice officers were pending.

Allegations of police brutality caused
widespread protests in Chicago in several




cases, including that of Jeremiah Mearday,
a black teenager who suffered serious in-
juries, including a broken jaw, after he
was beaten and allegedly subjected to
racial slurs by two white police officers in
September. The police department’s Of-
fice of Professional Standards recom-
mended that both officers be dismissed. A
Justice Department investigation was
pending at the end of the year.

In June Mexican immigrants Leticia
Gonzélez and Enrique Funes Flores agreed
to accept substantial damages in an out-of-
court settlement of their claim alleging ill-
treatment by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997). One of the two
deputies involved was dismissed and the
other suspended for a month; both were
appealing against those decisions at the
end of the year.

There were concerns about the use by
police of oc spray, a form of pepper spray,
which many us police departments permit
for the temporary disablement of combat-
ive suspects. In June police wearing gas
masks reportedly sprayed oc spray at
non-violent demonstrators for prolonged
periods in Eugene, Oregon. One protester
was reportedly beaten and sprayed on var-
ous parts of the body, including the face
and genitals. He required hospital treat-
ment for burns. An investigation by the
Eugene Police Department had not been
completed by the end of the year.

In October a police videotape showed
sheriff's deputies in Humboldt County,
California, swabbing liquid pepper spray
directly into the eyes of anti-logging dem-
onstrators. A 17-year-old protester, whose
eyelids were prised apart to apply the
spray, described acute pain and burning
in the eyes. A federal district judge re-
fused to grant a temporary injunction ban-
ning police from using pepper spray
against non-violent demonstrators. A civil
action seeking a permanent injunction and
a federal Justice Department civil rights
Investigation were pending at the end of
the year. In November the Attorney Gen-
eral of California announced that he was
conducting a state-wide review of the use
of the spray by law enforcement officers.

In June Sammy Marshall, a prisoner in
San Quentin Prison, California, died of
heart failure after prison officers sprayed

Im periodically with oc spray for more
than an hour. A coroner found that the
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most likely cause of death was an allergic
reaction to OC spray.

The case of 15-year-old Frank Arzuega,
who was shot dead in January 1996 by an
NYPD officer, was closed in March on the
grounds that there was insufficient evid-
ence of police misconduct to refer the case
to a grand jury (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

In April the judge considering the re-
quest for a retrial of two police officers
from the Pittsburgh area of Pennsylvania —
whose trial on charges of the involuntary
manslaughter of Johnny Gammage in Oc-
tober 1995 had ended in a mistrial in 1996
- ruled that they could not be retried on
the same charges. Another officer, acquit-
ted of manslaughter in the case in Novem-
ber 1996 (see Amnesty International
Report 1997), was promoted.

In May a New York police officer
was convicted of the manslaughter of
Nathaniel Gaines Jr, an unarmed black
man shot in the back in 1996 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997), and sen-
tenced to between 18 months’ and four
and a half years’ imprisonment.

In February the federal Justice Depart-
ment charged the City of Pittsburgh with
tolerating a longstanding pattern of civil
rights abuses, including brutality, by the
Pittsburgh Police Department against
citizens, especially members of the black
community. While denying allegations of
systematic abuses, the city entered into a
Consent Decree (a court-supervised agree-
ment), under which it agreed to imple-
ment wide-ranging reforms within the
police department, including detailed pro-
cedures for monitoring officers’ behaviour
and for improving the investigation of
complaints as well as revised policies on
the use of force.

This was the first case brought by the
Justice Department under legislation
passed by Congress in 1994 enabling it to
bring civil actions against police depart-
ments accused of a “pattern and practice”
of abuses. At the end of the year the Just-
ice Department was actively investigating
at least three other police departments un-
der these powers.

In November a former NypD police of-
ficer convicted of slapping and choking a
teenager in September 1993 was sen-
tenced to seven and a half months’ impris-
onment. The officer had previously been
acquitted of criminally negligent homicide
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in the death of Anthony Baez in December
1994 (see Amnesty International Reports
1996 and 1997), but had subsequently
been expelled from the police.

In December an NypD officer received a
sentence of 20 years to life following con-
viction for the murder of Charles Camp-
bell in 1996 (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

There were further reports of cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment in prisons
and jails, including the abusive use of re-
straints such as specially designed chairs
with arm and leg shackles (four-point re-
straint chairs), which completely immob-
ilize the prisoner. In Utah, mentally ill
inmates in state prisons were reportedly
held in such chairs for several hours or
even several days. In March Michael Va-
lent died after being held in a four-point
restraint chair for 16 hours. He was repor-
ted to have died of a blood clot caused by
prolonged immobilization. The Depart-
ment of Corrections stopped using the re-
straint chair.

In March the federal Justice Depart-
ment filed lawsuits against the Depart-
ments of Corrections in Arizona and
Michigan for failing to protect female in-
mates from sexual misconduct and inva-
sion of privacy, after a series of complaints
by women inmates about abuses by prison
guards, including rape and sexual assault.

In July pre-trial hearings were held in
the federal lawsuit brought by inmates
at Hays State Prison, Atlanta, Georgia,
against the Commissioner of Prisons and
others. The Commissioner was alleged to
have supervised the beating of inmates
during a “shakedown” (search) at the
prison in July 1996 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1997). Eight prison employ-
ees testified in support of the inmates’
complaints.

A videotape, apparently compiled for
training purposes, showed guards in a
privately-run section of Brazoria County

| Detention Center, Texas, kicking and beat-

ing inmates, coaxing dogs to bite prisoners
and using stun guns. An investigation by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation into
the allegations had not been completed by
the end of the year. The federal authorities
announced an investigation into condi-
tions in other privately-run county jails in

| Texas which housed hundreds of inmates

from Montana and Hawaii, following com-
plaints by inmates about strip searches

and the use of warning shots by guards
when giving orders.

In October the federal authorities an-
nounced that there would be no criminal
charges brought following their investiga-
tion into the death of Kenneth Trentadue,
who allegedly committed suicide in a fed-
eral prison in Oklahoma in August 1995
(see Amnesty International Report 1997).
The District Attorney of Oklahoma County
stated that he would continue to investig-
ate whether Kenneth Trentadue’s death
was a homicide or a suicide.

An Amnesty International observer at-
tended the court hearing in March of
Elmer “Geronimo” Pratt, former leader of
the Black Panther Party (Bpp), who was
released in June. His retrial followed the
discovery of evidence supporting his alle-
gations that his prosecution had been po-
litically motivated because of his Bpp
activities (see previous Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports). Amnesty International
had called for an inquiry into the case
since 1981.

Amnesty International continued to
call for clemency for prisoners on death
row. In October and November two high-
level Amnesty International delegations
visited Texas and Pennsylvania. They vis-
ited death row facilities and raised aware-
ness of death penalty issues, particularly
among minority communities.

Amnesty International reiterated its
call for an independent inquiry into alle-
gations of brutality and excessive use of
force by New York City police.

Amnesty International wrote to the au-
thorities in Eugene, Oregon and Humboldt
County expressing concern about the use
of pepper spray by police. In a public
statement issued in November, Amnesty
International called for a national review
of the use of pepper spray by law enforce-
ment agencies. The organization said that
police departments should either cease
using the spray or introduce strict limits
on its use.

Amnesty International expressed grave
concern about ill-treatment in prisons and
jails. In June Amnesty International deleg-
ates visited several jails and met officials
and others in Maricopa County, Arizona.
Among the issues raised in subsequent
correspondence were the death of Scott
Norberg in Madison Street Jail in June
1996 after a struggle with guards in which

he sustained numerous contusions, was I




repeatedly hit with a stun gun and
strapped into a restraint chair; allegations
that other inmates in the same jail had
been ill-treated; misuse of the restraint
chair in other cases; the conditions for fe-
male juvenile detainees; and poor condi-
tions in a facility in which jail inmates
were housed in tents. Sheriff Joseph
Arpaio replied to Amnesty International
in October stating, among other things,
that any instances of excessive force were
adequately dealt with by the jail authorit-
ies, and defending the use of the restraint
chair and stun devices. However, in Octo-
ber Maricopa County reached an agree-
ment with the federal Justice Department
to improve conditions in the tents and to
revise its procedures on the use of re-
straints, stun guns and force.

In July Amnesty International called on
the Governor of Utah to ensure that multi-
point restraints were used only as a last re-
sort, within strict time limits and under
the direct supervision of adequately
trained staff. The organization expressed
concern to the Texan authorities about the
death of Daniel Avellaneda, who was shot
and killed by a corrections officer at
French Robertson Unit in July 1996. The
authorities replied that he was shot while
trying to escape and that such use of lethal
force was lawful in Texas. A grand jury
had previously exonerated the officer
involved.

In November Amnesty International
wrote to the California Department of Cor-
rections expressing concern about the
death of Sammy Marshall and to the Cali-
fornia Attorney General, welcoming his
announcement of a review of the use of oc
Spray by state law enforcement agencies
and urging him to include in the review
the use of oc spray in prisons and jails.

URUGUAY

Two former prisoners of conscience had
not yet had their release upheld by the
Supreme Court of Justice. Prisoners were
Teportedly ill-treated during a prison pro-
test. Human rights violations committed
In past years remained unclarified.

In March Senator Rafael Michelini filed
a complaint before a judge claiming that a
Tetired army general had informed him

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/URUGUAY

that some detainees who “disappeared”
under previous military governments had
died under interrogation, and were se-
cretly buried (see Amnesty International
Reports 1974 to 1986). In April the judge
ordered an investigation into the com-
plaint. However, in June an appeal court
overturned the judge’s decision by invok-
ing the 1986 Expiry Law. This law ex-
empts all military and police personnel
responsible for human rights violations
committed between 1973 and 1985 from
being punished (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1987). The ruling by the ap-
peal court was issued despite observations
made by the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights in 1992, and by the uNn
Human Rights Committee in 1993, that the
Expiry Law contravened the American
Convention on Human Rights and the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights. The authorities had failed to
implement the recommendation of the UN
Human Rights Committee that the govern-
ment adopt legislation correcting the ef-
fects of the Expiry Law. However, in
December the government annulled by de-
cree rulings that had been made against 41
army officers who had been tried, impris-
oned and expelled from the army during
the period of military rule for their polit-
ical opinions.

In May Congress received a bill on the
right to seek asylum in Uruguay from
President Julio Marfa Sanguinetti and
other members of the government. The bill
states that “all foreign nationals whose
situation complies with international
treaties and conventions on asylum-
seekers and refugees will have their refu-
gee status recognized and, therefore, may
be granted asylum”, However, the bill de-
nies asylum to people who commit a
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range of acts, including acts “against a
country’s sovereignty or contrary to its
fundamental interests”, or who come from
a country defined as “safe”. Amnesty In-
ternational believed the provisions of the
bill would weaken the right to seek asy-
lum and contravene international stand-
ards on refugees. By the end of the year
the bill had not been debated by Congress.

The Supreme Court of Justice had yet
to decide whether to uphold or quash the
conditional release in 1996 of former pris-
oners of conscience Federico and Carlos
Fasano (see Amnesty International Report
1997).

In June prisoners in Libertad Prison in
Montevideo, the capital, protested against
having their exercise time curtailed.
Guards ordered the prisoners out of their
cells while firing weapons at the ceiling.
At least 24 prisoners were reported to
have been beaten and one prisoner was
shot in the leg. A Congressional human
rights commission received a complaint
about the prisoner shot in the leg, but was
not known to have conducted an inves-
tigation into the incident.

Members of the security forces accused
of human rights violations committed un-
der past governments, including the “dis-
appearance” and subsequent extrajudicial
execution of Eugenio Berrios, remained
unpunished (see previous Amnesty Inter-
national Reports).

In May Amnesty International reiter-
ated previous calls on the authorities to
ensure a full and independent investiga-
tion into human rights violations commit-
ted under past military governments, and
to bring those responsible to justice.

UZBEKISTAN

Two imprisoned Islamic leaders were
possible prisoners of conscience. Scores
of possible prisoners of conscience were
detained and ill-treated following the
murder of several officials. One human
rights activist was beaten by police. One
Islamic activist reportedly “disappeared”
and three others remained “disap-
peared”. At least two executions took
place. Further death sentences were be-
lieved to have been passed and carried
out, but no reliable information was
available.

In January the Ministry of Justice re-
fused registration to the Human Rights So-
ciety of Uzbekistan. The Society, which
had formerly operated underground and
in exile, had been officially invited to sub-
mit a registration application (see Am-
nesty International Report 1997, which
mistakenly reported actual registration). In
May the Independent Human Rights Or-
ganization of Uzbekistan applied to the
city government of Tashkent, the capital,
to hold a founding congress; this was one
of the procedures required for registration.
The city government failed to respond to
the application ahead of the congress’s
scheduled date, thereby effectively deny-
ing registration to the organization. In De-
cember the Ministry of Justice refused to
register the organization, stating that the
address on the application form was
incomplete.

In May, following military action in
northern Afghanistan, the Uzbek authori-
ties closed the border crossing point on
the Amu Darya river which provided the
safest route back to Tajikistan for thou-
sands of Tajiks who sought refuge in
Afghanistan in 1992, at the height of Tajik-
istan’s civil war, and who were returning
as part of a UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) repatriation program. Re-
fugees and distributors of humanitarian
aid were permitted to cross by barge fol-
lowing talks between President Islam Ka-
rimov and senior UN officials, but the
bridge over the river remained closed.

Two leaders of Islamic congregations
not affiliated to the state-regulated Muslim
Spiritual Directorate were possible prison-
ers of conscience. Abdurauf Gafurov, for-
merly the elected kazi (Muslim judge) of

-




the Fergana Valley, was serving a two-year
prison sentence for “disobeying the legal
demands of the penitentiary administra-
tion” imposed in December 1996. The
charge had been brought one week before
a previous three-year term of imprison-
ment for “embezzlement of state and so-
cial property through misuse of official
position” was due to expire. In 1994 he
had been convicted of possession of nar-
cotics and so failed to qualify for release
under an amnesty; this charge was
brought only three weeks before the am-
nesty was due to come into effect.

It appeared possible that the charges
against Abdurauf Gafurov had been fabri-
cated, and that the real motive for his con-
tinuing imprisonment was to prevent him
from playing a prominent role in the un-
registered Islamic community. At the end
of the year he was held in Kyzyl-tepe cor-
rective labour colony in Navoiy region,
which was said to have some of the worst
prison conditions in Uzbekistan.

In June Rakhmat Otakulov, a religious
teacher, was sentenced to three and a half
Years’ imprisonment for possession of ille-
gal weapons and narcotics. He had been
detained for questioning in April — ostens-
ibly about a road traffic accident — but
after a search of his car and home, police
claimed to have discovered bullets and
narcotics. According to reports, the arrest-
Ing officers’ evidence, which formed the
basis for the charges against him, was not
Seriously scrutinized in court, and two
civilians enlisted by the police as wit-
nesses to the searches of Rakhmat
Otakulov’s car and home gave contradic-
tory evidence under cross-examination. It
was feared that the charges against
Rakhmat Otakulov may have been fabri-
cated and that the incriminating evidence
had been planted by police; this was an
established practice used against political
OPponents of the government, particularly
during 1993 and 1994.

In December more than 100 people
were reported to have been arbitrarily de-
tained in the eastern town of Namangan
following the murder of several police of-
ICers and regional officials. Police report-
edly detained young men with beards
arbitrarily, calling them “Wahhabists”
(members of a strict Islamic sect). All
those detained were reported to have been
beaten and ill-treated in detention. It was
alleged that weapons and narcotics were

UZBEKISTAN

openly planted on some detainees in order
to fabricate a criminal case against them.
Abdumalik Nazarov, the youngest brother
of independent Islamic leader Obidkhon
Nazarov, was detained in late December at
the Uzbek-Kyrgyz border together with his
father and an older brother. He was held
in pre-trial detention in Fergana and later
charged with possession of narcotics. It
was alleged that the narcotics were
planted by police officers during a search
of the car. Abdumalik Nazarov and his
brother Umarkhon had been detained for
questioning in Namangan several days
earlier.

In December Mikhail Ardzinov, chair-
man of the Independent Human Rights Or-
ganization of Uzbekistan, was detained by
police in Samarkand for 20 hours, badly
beaten, and forcibly returned to Tashkent.
He had travelled to Samarkand with Jomol
Mirsaidov, a member of the Independent
Human Rights Organization and leader of
the Tajik minority in Uzbekistan, to attend
a constituent meeting of the National Cul-
ture Centre of ethnic Tajiks. Jomol Mir-
saidov was also detained and sentenced to
10 days’ administrative arrest. It was al-
leged that the two men were detained in
order to prevent the constituent meeting
of the National Culture Centre of ethnic
Tajiks from taking place.

Albert Musin, a journalist and monitor
of human rights developments in central
Asia living in exile, was detained in Feb-
ruary by Moscow police but released in
early March, shortly after Uzbek Embassy
officials in Moscow stated that his extradi-
tion to Uzbekistan was not being sought.

In September Nematjon Parpier, an Is-
lamic activist from Andizhan, reportedly
“disappeared”. He was an assistant to Ab-
duvali Mirzoyev (see below) and was ap-
parently involved in an independent
investigation into the “disappearance” of
Abduvali Mirzoyev when he himself re-
portedly “disappeared”.

There was no further information con-
cerning Abdullo Utayev and Abduvali
Mirzoyev, two Islamic religious activists
who “disappeared” in 1992 and 1995, re-
spectively (see previous Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports). In February 1997 the
Internal Affairs Directorate of the city of
Andizhan placed a “missing person’s” ap-
peal in the local newspaper on behalf of
Ramazan Matkarimov, who “disappeared”
in 1995 with Abduvali Mirzoyev.
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Death sentences were believed to have
been passed and carried out, but no offi-
cial information was available. At least
two executions took place. The true figure
was believed to be much higher.

Information came to light of five death
sentences passed in 1996 in addition to
the 12 reported in Amnesty International
Report 1997. Tuychi Akhtamov, Khusnit-
din Kasymov, Saitniyaz Sharipov and Yo-
dgor Toshpulatov had been convicted of
drug-trafficking; Aleksandr Korneyev had
been sentenced to death for murder. There
were fears that they faced imminent exe-
cution. The organization also learned that
Jahongir Gofurov, sentenced to death in
1995, had been executed in May 1996. His
death certificate, however, was only is-
sued in January 1997 and then passed to
his mother.

A clemency petition in the case of
Shokir Davronov, sentenced to death in
1994, was still outstanding in early 1997.
However, it was feared that he may have
been executed but the information with-
held from his family.

Amnesty International called for a full
judicial review of the cases of Abdurauf
Gafurov and Rakhmat Otakulov. The or-
ganization called for the disclosure of the
charges against all those arrested in Na-
mangan and for a full and impartial in-
quiry into the allegations of beatings and
ill-treatment. It sought further information
about the charges against Abdumalik
Nazarov and called for investigations into
the beating of Mikhail Ardzinov and the
administrative arrest of Jomol Mirsaidov.

Amnesty International called for clari-
fication of the whereabouts of Nematjon
Parpier and the organization continued to
seek information concerning the three
missing Islamic activists. It called on the
President to commute all death sentences
and to abolish the death penalty.

VENEZUELA

At least 10 prisoners of conscience were
detained during the year. Torture by the
security forces was widespread, in some
cases leading to death. Prison conditions
amounted to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Scores of people, including
children, were extrajudicially executed
by the security forces.

In January President Rafael Caldera de-
clared 1997 to be human rights year. How-
ever, constitutional guarantees, including
the right not to be arrested without a war-
rant, remained suspended in areas border-
ing Colombia (see Amnesty International
Report 1997).

In October the Supreme Court annulled
the Ley de Vagos y Maleantes, Law of
Vagrants and Crooks, which permitted
administrative detention by the police
without judicial review. However, hun-
dreds of people detained previously under
that law remained in prison.

The report of the uN Special Rapporteur
on torture about his 1996 visit to
Venezuela was presented in March (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). It
documented the prevalence of torture and
impunity for perpetrators, and included
significant recommendations. However,
most perpetrators of human rights viola-
tions continued to benefit from impunity.
Seven officials imprisoned for the mas-
sacre of 14 fishermen by soldiers in El
Amparo in 1988 were released on bail by
military courts in November (see Amnesty
International Report 1997).

At least 10 prisoners of conscience
were detained for short periods. All al-
leged that they had been tortured or ill-
treated. In March Félix Farfa Arias, a
student and human rights activist, was de-
tained by members of the Direccién de los
Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevencion
(pistp), Directorate of Intelligence and Pre-
vention Services, in Baruta, near Caracas,
the capital. He was interrogated and tor-
tured with beatings, electric shocks, burns
and death threats. He was released with-
out charge the next day, but continued to




receive threats, and was detained once
more in October by members of the pisip.
He was again tortured for hours with elec-
tricity, beatings and death threats.

In April Wilma Rauseo, a trade union
activist, was arrested without warrant in
Caracas by members of the pisip, who also
arrested her colleagues Graciela Aguirre
Garcfa and Marisela Baoda Medina two
days later. They were all held incom-
municado for several days, interrogated
and threatened with death. They were
then held in military prisons. Wilma
Rauseo and Marisela Baoda Medina were
released without charge in August, but
Graciela Aguirre Garcfa remained in de-
tention until October.

In October Yonny Orlando Mora, a
trade union and community activist, was
arbitrarily detained by members of the
Guardia Nacional, National Guard, in
Cant6n, Apure state, for having helped a
human rights advocate to document gross
human rights violations by the army in the
region (see below). He was held incom-
municado for several days and told that he
and his family would be killed. He was re-
leased without charge in mid-November.

Torture by the security forces, includ-
ing the army, continued to be widespread.
No perpetrator was convicted of torture.
Victims included children and commun-
1ty activists. Beatings, electric shocks, sus-
Pension from wrists or ankles for
prolonged periods of time, near-asphyxia-
tion with plastic bags and mock execu-
tions were used to extract confessions
from suspects and to intimidate detainees.
Confessions extracted under torture con-
tinued to be accepted as evidence by the
Courts. State attorneys regularly failed to
act effectively on complaints of torture
and official forensic doctors frequently
avoided documenting cases of torture.
Medical treatment for detainees who had
suffered torture continued to be unavail-
able. Torture was widespread and system-
atic in the region bordering Colombia,
where the Venezuelan security forces re-
Sponded to incursions by Colombian
armed opposition groups with widespread
Tepression against the civilian population,
whom they suspected of collaborating
With such groups.

In June, 16-year-old Rafael Guillén

ugarte was arrested by members of the
DISIP and the National Guard in Mérida,
Mérida state, and tortured with beatings

VENEZUELA

and electric shocks to force him to confess
to a robbery he did not commit. He was
released for medical treatment for his ser-
ous injuries. Wilfredo Alvarado Baldag-
gio, a community activist, was arbitrarily
arrested by members of the National
Guard in Barquisimeto, Lara state, in July
and held incommunicado in a local state
police station. He was hung from the
wrists and subjected to beatings, electric
shocks and mock executions while being
interrogated and threatened about his role
in local land disputes. He was released
after six days, but was forced to leave his
town following threats and harassment by
local authorities. In October Yuraima Lara,
a student activist, was arbitrarily detained
by members of the Policia Municipal de
Sucre, Sucre Municipal Police, in Caracas.
She was transferred to local pisip head-
quarters, where she was interrogated,
beaten and subjected to electric shocks,
mock executions and threats of rape. She
was released six days later and required
urgent hospital treatment for her injuries.

Those who died as a result of torture in-
cluded 16-year-old Jimmy Canelén Durén,
who was arrested without warrant by the
Metropolitan Police at his home in Caracas
in April. His mother, who witnessed the
arrest, was informed the next morning that
he had died in a shoot-out with the police,
despite evidence that he had been tortured.
Those responsible were not brought to
justice.

Prison conditions remained extremely
harsh, often amounting to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Despite the gov-
ernment’s acknowledgment of poor condi-
tions in prisons throughout the country,
they were not improved. Serious over-
crowding, insanitary conditions and inad-
equate medical care led to dozens of
protests by inmates. In March inmates in
El Dorado prison, Bolfvar state, staged a
peaceful protest against human rights vi-
olations by warders, including torture, but
no action was taken by the authorities. In
August, 29 inmates were killed and at
least 10 wounded in the prison, during a
clash between rival gangs. Warders failed
to intervene to prevent or stop the killings,
despite warnings from local officials and
relatives that tensions were reaching crisis
point. In October hundreds of inmates in
La Planta prison in Caracas went on
hunger-strike to demand improved condi-
tions and an end to systematic beatings by
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warders. In November, 16 inmates died
and 32 were badly injured when a fire
broke out inside the seriously over-
crowded prison of Sabaneta, in Maracaibo,
Zulia state. Previous demands from in-
mates to improve the appalling conditions
in that prison, including serious fire haz-
ards which led to the tragedy, had been
largely ignored by the relevant authorities.

Scores of people, including children,
were extrajudicially executed by the se-
curity forces. Those responsible were
rarely brought to justice, and the relatives
of victims had no effective recourse before
the law to seek redress and compensation.
In March Rubén Darfo Gonzdalez was arbit-
rarily detained in Barcelona, Anzo4tegui
state, by members of the Direccién de In-
teligencia Militar, Military Intelligence
Directorate, who forced him into a vehicle
and shot him in the head in front of sev-
eral witnesses, including relatives. The of-
ficials claimed he had been caught
committing a crime, but witnesses dis-
puted this. In May, 16-year-old Erick Jean
Lucena was arbitrarily detained, badly
beaten and shot at point-blank range in
Caracas by members of the Policia Metro-
politana, Metropolitan Police, who report-
edly mistook him for a criminal
Witnesses prevented the police from
planting a weapon on the victim, but
those responsible for the killing were not
brought to justice. Seventeen-year-old Jean
Carlos Camacho Delgado died in similar
circumstances in May, when he was shot
at point-blank range by a member of the
Metropolitan Police in Caracas.

In May, eight-year-old Yasser Smith
Guzmén Luzén was killed by members of
the Metropolitan Police who fired their
weapons indiscriminately into a neigh-
bourhood, apparently in order to intimid-
ate petty criminals. In June Eduardo
Richard Aristigueta Pefia was stopped by
members of the Metropolitan Police near
his home in Caracas, and shot in the face
in front of relatives. The police later
claimed he was a criminal, despite lack of
evidence.

The perpetrators of dozens of extrajudi-
cial executions in 1996, including that of
13-year-old Lian Jonathan Céseres Herrera,
were not brought to justice (see Amnesty
International Report 1997).

In October Amnesty International
published a report, Venezuela: The silent

| cry - gross human rights violations against

children, documenting the widespread
but under-reported pattern of human
rights violations against children in
Venezuela, and their lack of means to seek
redress and compensation for such abuses.
During the year, Amnesty International
appealed on behalf of dozens of victims of
human rights violations.

VIET NAM
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At least 49 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience contin-
ued to be held throughout the year. One
prisoner of conscience was tried. Two
prisoners of conscience were released.
One political prisoner was known to have
been arrested. At least 56 people were
sentenced to death. Nine people were offi-
cially reported to have been executed, but
the actual number was believed to be
much higher.

In September members of the National
Assembly elected in July approved the ap-
pointment of a new President, Tran Duc
Luong, Prime Minister Phan Van Khai,
and other ministerial changes. In Decem-
ber General Le Kha Phieu replaced Do
Muoi as Secretary General of the Com-
munist Party of Viet Nam. New legislation
was introduced in April providing for re-
strictions, including up to two years’ mon-
itoring, on people alleged to have acted
unlawfully who are not formally prose-
cuted. Restrictive regulations limiting free-
dom of expression were issued throughout
the year on the use of the media, coopera-
tion with foreign media and the activities
of foreign journalists. The government ran
national campaigns against corruption and
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“social evils” such as drug abuse. Serious
social unrest provoked by economic diffi-
culties and alleged fraud and corruption
by local officials in the northern province
of Thai Binh was reported in May and
June, and again in November. Allegedly
violent demonstrations involving thou-
sands of people were reported in southern
Dong Nai province in November, report-
edly instigated by local corruption and the
confiscation of land. Lack of official in-
formation and restrictions on freedom of
expression made obtaining details of
human rights violations difficult.

At least 49 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience arrested
in previous years continued to be de-
tained. Dr Nguyen Dan Que, sentenced to
20 years' imprisonment in 1991 after
founding the High Tide of Humanism
movement, an unauthorized organization
calling for peaceful political and eco-
nomic change, was reported to be in dete-
riorating health. The charges against him
included membership of Amnesty Interna-
tional (see Amnesty International Reports
1991 and 1992). Suffering from severe
dental problems, he was unable to eat
solid foods and had recurrent duodenal
ulcers (see Amnesty International Report
1996). The health of Dong Tuy, sentenced
to 11 years’ imprisonment for his member-
ship of the Movement to Unite the People
and Build Democracy, continued to give
cause for concern (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1996 and 1997). Six other
members of the Movement imprisoned
with Dong Tuy included its leader,
Nguyen Dinh Huy, a professor of English
and history sentenced to 15 years’ impris-
onment in 1995.

Prisoners of conscience held for their
religious beliefs remained in detention,
They included two leaders of the unoffi-
cial Unified Buddhist Church of Viet Nam
(uBcv): its Supreme Patriarch, Thich
Huyen Quang, held without charge or trial
for almost 13 years, and its Secretary-
General, Thich Quang Do, serving a five-
Year sentence. Six members of the
Catholic Congregation of the Mother Co-
Redemptrix were reported to be suffering
from poor health including general weak-
ness, severe arthritis, high blood pressure
and heart conditions (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1996). Throughout the
year the government denied that it held
any political prisoners.

VIET NAM

In October Nguyen Hoi was sentenced
to three years’ imprisonment for “abusing
freedom and democratic rights and violat-
ing interests of the state and social organ-
izations”, after being detained without
trial for two years. According to an official
report, he had been arrested in October
1995 with newsletters containing articles
which criticized the government and its
policies on religion. He was accused of be-
ing a member of the unofficial uscv. He
was believed to be a prisoner of
conscience.

Two prisoners of conscience were re-
leased during the year. Le Hong Ha, a for-
mer Interior Ministry official and senior
member of the Communist Party of Viet
Nam, had been arrested in December 1995
and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment
in August 1996 for divulging national se-
crets (see Amnesty International Reports
1996 and 1997). He was released in Au-
gust, four months before the end of his
sentence. Pham Duc Kham, co-author of
Freedom Forum, a newsletter critical of the
government, was arrested in 1990 and sen-
tenced to 12 years’ imprisonment in March
1993. He had been in poor health in deten-
tion (see Amnesty International Report
1997). He was released at the beginning of
September, five years before the expiry of
his sentence, and allowed to join his fam-
ily in the usA. According to a Foreign Min-
istry official, his sentence was shortened
under a presidential amnesty for National
Day and because of his “good behaviour
while serving his sentence”. It was also
learned that prisoner of conscience Brother
Vu Thanh Dat (Hai) had been released in
late 1996. A member of the Catholic Con-
gregation of the Mother Co-Redemptrix, he
had been sentenced to 10 years’ imprison-
ment in 1987 (see Amnesty International
Reports 1996 and 1997).

In October the editor of a business
newspaper, Nguyen Hoang Linh, was ar-
rested for allegedly violating laws relating
to national secrets. The precise charges
against him were not known. He had been
demoted from his post as editor-in-chief
in September after he had written a series
of articles alleging that customs officials
were corruptly involved in purchasing
four patrol boats. At the end of the year he
remained in detention without trial. He
was a possible prisoner of conscience.

At least 56 people were sentenced to
death. In January, six men were sentenced
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to death in two separate trials for the
economic offences of embezzlement and
corruption. Both trials were widely publi-
cized as part of the government campaign
against corruption. In March Nguyen Thi
Hiep, a Canadian woman of Vietnamese
origin, was sentenced to death for drug-
trafficking. In another showcase trial,
seven men and two women, some of them
public officials, were sentenced to death
in May and June for involvement in drug-
trafficking. Nine people were officially
reported to have been executed, but it was
believed that the actual number of execu-
tions was much higher. Duong The Tung
was executed in April; he had been sen-
tenced to death in 1996 for the murder of
a policeman and was reportedly tortured
in custody (see Amnesty International
Report 1997). In June, six men found
guilty of murder and armed robbery were
executed in Ho Chi Minh City, in front
of thousands of people. Another man,
Nguyen Nhan Tai, was executed in June in
An Giang province for embezzlement. In
August Phan Huu Ha was executed for
murder in front of hundreds of people in
Lao Cai province.

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional appealed for the release of all
prisoners of conscience, and for an im-
provement in conditions of detention. The
organization expressed concern at repor-
ted executions and called for the commu-
tation of all death sentences and the
abolition of the death penalty. In October
the organization expressed concern about
the arrest of newspaper editor Nguyen
Hoang Linh and asked for further informa-
tion about his detention. By the end of the
year Amnesty International had received
no response from the government.

YEMEN

One prisoner of conscience remained un-
der sentence of death for the 15th year.
Scores of suspected political or religious
opponents of the government, including
possible prisoners of conscience, were de-
tained during the year; at least 27 of them
were on trial, some on charges carrying
the death penalty. Twenty political pris-
oners, most of them sentenced to death,
remained in prison. Torture and ill-treat-
ment continued to be reported and at

least two people were reported to have
died in custody, possibly as a result of
torture. The judicial punishment of flog-
ging was widely imposed and at least
three sentences of amputation were
passed. The fate and whereabouts of hun-
dreds of people who “disappeared” in
previous years remained unknown. At
least five people were executed and
scores of others were sentenced to death.
The cases of hundreds of people sen-
tenced to death in previous years were at
different stages of the appeal process.

The second legislative elections since
the unification of Yemen were held in
April. The ruling General People’s Con-
gress (Gpc) of President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah
Saleh won 187 of the 301 seats of the
Council of Deputies (parliament). Its for-
mer coalition partner, the Islamic Yemeni
Congregation for Reform (al-Islah) party,
won 53 seats. The remaining seats were
won by independent candidates and
smaller opposition parties. The Yemeni
Socialist Party (vsp), a member of the rul-
ing coalition until the civil war of 1994,
and a number of smaller parties boycotted
the elections following disagreement with
the government on election procedures.

One prisoner of conscience, Mansur
Rajih, remained under sentence of death
in Tai'z Central Prison for the 15th year
(see Amnesty International Reports 1996
and 1997). His sentence had not been rat-
ified by the President at the end of the
year.

Scores of suspected political or reli-
gious opponents of the government, in-
cluding possible prisoners of conscience,
were detained during the year following
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waves of arrests, particularly at the end of
July after a series of bomb explosions in
Aden. They were arrested without war-
rants and denied access to family and law-
yers. Those targeted for arrest included
members and sympathizers of legally reg-
istered parties such as Rabitat Abna’ al-
Yemen, League of the Sons of Yemen, and
the vsp, as well as people suspected of
having links with al-Jabha al-Wataniya
Lilmu‘ardha, National Front for the Op-
position, an opposition organization based
abroad. Most of those arrested were re-
leased after short periods, but at least 27 of
the detainees were charged in connection
with the bombings in Aden and brought to
trial in November before the Criminal
Court of Sira in Aden. The defendants in-
cluded Nabil Kanakli Kasaybati, a Spanish
national of Syrian origin, who was
charged with planning acts of sabotage
and assassination which are punishable
by death. Some of the defendants report-
edly alleged that they had been tortured to
force them to confess. The trial was in pro-
gress at the end of the year.

Twenty political prisoners, suspessi
members of the former al-Jabha al-
Wataniya al-Dimugratiya, National Demo-
Cfatic Front (NDF), an opposition organiza-
tion in the former Yemen Arab Republic,
Continued to serve their sentences. Most
of them were under sentence of death (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). They
Included Muhammad Ahmad ‘Abdullah
al-Zahayj and Muhammad Mahdi Makh-
Touf, who remained in Dhamar Central
Prison under sentence of death. Both were
Sentenced on charges of murder in 1986
ff’llowing trials which fell short of interna-
tional standards and despite having been
Previously acquitted of the charges against
Fhem. Their sentences had not been rat-
ified by the President by the end of the
Year.

No information was available about the
Progress of the trial of Adam Salah al-Din
Mansur, an Algerian national, and 20
Yemeni nationals that began in 1995 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1996 and
1997).

Torture and ill-treatment continued to

reported and at least two people were
Teported to have died in custody in cir-
cumstances which suggested that torture
may have been a contributory factor.
| Wadi' Sheibani and ‘Adel al-Zabidi, who
had been suspected of involvement in a
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series of explosions in Aden in July, died
in Solaban Prison in October. The exact
circumstances of their deaths were un-
clear. No investigation into their deaths
was known to have been instigated by the
end of the year.

The judicial punishment of flogging
was widely imposed. Defendants often
had no opportunity to appeal to a higher
court as most punishments were carried
out immediately after the sentence was
passed. In some cases, however, the ver-
dict was subject to appeal. In May ‘Abd al-
Jabbar Sa‘ad and his brother ‘Abdullah
Sa‘ad, editor of the weekly opposition
newspaper al-Shura, were sentenced to 80
lashes each after they were convicted of
writing and publishing a series of articles
critical of Sheikh ‘Abd al-Majid Zendani,
a leading politician in al-Islah. An appeal
was believed to be in progress at the end
of the year.

At least three people were sentenced to
amputation of limbs. In January a Court of
First Instance in Hadramout province was
reported to have sentenced three men to
cross-amputation (severing of the right
hand and the left foot) on charges of high-
way robbery. It was not clear whether
these sentences or those passed in previ-
ous years were carried out or commuted
upon appeal.

The fate and whereabouts of hundreds
of people who “disappeared” in previous
years remained unknown. Undertakings
made by the government to investigate the
cases of those who “disappeared” since
1994, including Farazdaq Fuad Qa'‘ied,
were apparently not implemented (see
Amnesty International Report 1997).

At least five people were executed dur-
ing the year and scores of others were sen-
tenced to death, often following trials
which fell short of international norms for
a fair trial in death penalty cases. For
example, Muhammad Ahmad Mislah
al-Nadhiri, a building contractor who re-
portedly suffered psychological problems,
was publicly executed in April after
he was convicted of multiple murder. He
had been sentenced to death only a week
earlier following a single trial hearing
which lasted approximately four hours.

Yahya Hadi Jazilan, a police officer,
and Faisal Saleh Adham al-‘Amlisi were
sentenced to death and public crucifixion
on charges of murder. The two men were
executed just two weeks later at the end of
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July and their bodies were displayed in
the crucifix position for one day.

Jalal ‘Abdullah al-Rada‘i and ‘Abdullah
‘Ali Idris al-Rada‘i were sentenced to
death and crucifixion in August on
charges of highway robbery and murder
following court hearings which appeared
to breach international standards for fair
trial. Both men were reported to have been
denied access to legal assistance and were
sentenced after three court sessions which
appeared to have been summary. The sen-
tences against them were upheld by a
court of appeal and were believed to re-
main pending before the Supreme Court at
the end of the year.

Hundreds of people sentenced in previ-
ous years remained under sentence of
death. Among them was Muhammad Hus-
sein ‘Ali al-Zandani, whose sentence was
upheld by the Supreme Court during the
year and reportedly ratified by the Presi-
dent in August. He was reported to have
been scheduled for execution three times
between August and October, but was
given a stay of execution on each occasion
following appeals by his lawyer and fam-
ily for a review of his case, including on
grounds of age. Muhammad Hussein ‘Ali
al-Zandani, whose family and lawyer ar-
gued that he was aged 16 at the time of the
crime, was sentenced to death on murder
charges in 1995. The Penal Code prohibits
the imposition of the death penalty on
anyone who was under the age of 18 at the
time of the offence.

The death sentences on Sabah al-Difani
and ‘Ali Ahmad Qassim al-Khubayzan
(see Amnesty International Report 1996)
were reportedly under appeal.

In March Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Ratification without imple-
mentation: The state of human rights in
Yemen, which detailed the organization’s
human rights concerns and set out a series
of recommendations designed to redress
the situation. In August Amnesty Interna-
tional received a response to the report
from the Attorney General, in which he re-
ferred to a unit to investigate reports of
torture that had been established in his of-
fice as part of the undertakings made by
the government during Amnesty Interna-
tional’s visit to Yemen in 1996 (see
Amnesty International Report 1997). How-
ever, he did not mention the working
methods of the unit or whether it had
investigated any cases of torture. The

Attorney General did not address other
undertakings made by the government to
address the issues of arbitrary arrest, “dis-
appearances” since 1994 and human
rights violations against women (see
Amnesty International Report 1997).

Amnesty International continued to
call for the immediate and unconditional
release of prisoners of conscience and for
prompt and fair trials for all political pris-
oners. The organization called for an end
to the arbitrary arrest and detention of po-
litical suspects and urged that all allega-
tions of torture, “disappearances” and
deaths in custody be investigated. Am-
nesty International also urged that all sen-
tences of death, amputation and flogging
be commuted.

YUGOSLAVIA
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Approximately 34 ethnic Albanian polit-
ical prisoners were convicted, mostly
after unfair trials. Scores of others re-
mained in prison. Some may have been
prisoners of conscience. Police routinely
tortured or ill-treated detainees and
peaceful demonstrators. Most victims
were ethnic Albanians from Kosovo prov-
ince, but some were Serbs. At least three
people died in police custody. At least
three people were sentenced to death.

At the start of the year, demonstrations
led by supporters of the Zajedno (To-
gether) coalition of opposition parties con-
tinued in Belgrade and other towns, as the
authorities refused to reinstate local elec-
tion results which they had overturned in
late 1996 (see Amnesty International




Report 1997). After continued interna-
tional pressure, the authorities conceded
the opposition victories in February.

In Kosovo province, ethnic Albanian
Political parties continued to demand in-
dependence for the province by peaceful
means. However, violent attacks against
police stations, police officers, Serb civil-
ians and ethnic Albanians working for or
with the authorities occurred throughout
the year. Among dozens of victims were
two police officers who were shot near
Srbica in August and an ethnic Albanian
civilian who was travelling in their car.
Responsibility for many of the attacks was
claimed by a clandestine organization
called the Ushtria Clirimitare e Kosovés
(Uck), Kosovo Liberation Army. Police re-
sponses to the violent attacks included
what appeared to be indiscriminate arrests
and house searches.

In July the President of Serbia, Slobodan
Milogevi¢, stood down. He was subse-
quently elected President of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (FrY) by the Federal
Parliament. Milan Milutinovi¢ was elected
President of Serbia in December. Some Ser-
bian opposition parties and all ethnic Al-
banian parties from Kosovo province
boycotted the election. In October students
and opposition supporters staged demon-
strations against the ousting of the Mayor
of Belgrade. In October Milo Djukanovié,
an opponent of Slobodan Milodevié, was
elected President of Montenegro.

In October and December ethnic Alban-
ian students from the unofficial Albanian-
language university staged peaceful de-
monstrations demanding access to state
university facilities in Pristina.

The Federal and Serbian authorities
Continued to fail to cooperate fully with
the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia. However, the authorit-
18s in Montenegro met Tribunal officials
and expressed a desire to cooperate.

In February a Belgrade military court
Teportedly sentenced an adherent of the
]‘?hovah's Witnesses, a religious group, to
SIx months’ imprisonment for refusing, on
Conscientious grounds, to do military ser-
Vice. He was a prisoner of conscience.

Courts in Kosovo province held a num-
ber of political trials during the year in-
volving ethnic Albanians. Among the
Most significant cases was that of Avni
Klinaku and 19 other ethnic Albanians
Who were sentenced in Pristina in May to
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between two and 10 years’ imprisonment.
They were convicted of “conspiring to en-
danger the territorial integrity of the FRY”
and other similar charges. Two were tried
and sentenced in absentia. They were ac-
cused of belonging to a secret association
called the Levizje Kombétare pér Clirimin
e Kosovés (Lkgk), National Movement for
the Liberation of Kosovo. The trial was
unfair: the conviction was based largely
on self-incriminating statements which
were not substantiated in court and 11 of
the accused alleged that the statements
had only been given as a result of torture
in custody.

In a similar trial in July, 15 ethnic
Albanian men were convicted — 12 in
absentia - of having formed a terrorist or-
ganization - the uck ~ and of responsibil-
ity for attacks between 1993 and 1996 on
police and civilians resulting in the death
of four people. Twelve of the accused,
including Besim Rama (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1997), received the max-
imum sentence of 20 years’ imprisonment.
The trial was unfair. Statements from the
three detained defendants were reportedly
extracted by means of torture during unac-
knowledged detention. One of the defend-
ants told the court that he was denied
access to his defence lawyer for six
months, only being allowed a brief private
consultation with his lawyer three days
before the trial. In December Nait Hasani
and 16 other ethnic Albanians were sen-
tenced to prison terms of up to 20 years
after a similar unfair trial.

Scores of ethnic Albanians remained in
prison after being convicted in largely un-
fair political trials between 1994 and 1997.
Most of them had been charged with seek-
ing the secession of Kosovo province by
means of violence. However, evidence of
the use or advocacy of violence was not
presented in all cases and some may have
been prisoners of conscience.

Incidents in which police beat and ill-
treated ethnic Albanians, including wo-
men, children and elderly people, took
place almost daily throughout the year.
Victims were often beaten in their homes
during searches for arms. The most severe
ill-treatment took place in police stations
where victims were often taken for ques-
tioning. Ethnic Albanians engaged in
political parties or ethnic Albanian “par-
allel” institutions, such as Albanian-
language schools, were often targeted.
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Many of the instances of torture or ill-
treatment occurred in the context of police
operations in response to the violent at-
tacks on police and Serbian civilians. For
example, Nait Hasani (see above) was ar-
rested by police on 28 January and was
transferred the next day to hospital, re-
portedly to treat injuries sustained from
torture during interrogation. On 31 Janu-
ary he “disappeared” after being taken
from hospital by people who were later
identified as police officers. Despite re-
peated requests from his family and law-
yer, the police and judicial authorities
refused to provide any information about
his whereabouts or confirm that he was in
detention until he was brought before an
investigating magistrate on 28 February.
He was reportedly further tortured during
his time in unacknowledged detention.

In January and February police beat
hundreds of opposition supporters who
were demonstrating peacefully in Bel-
grade, Kragujevac and other towns in Ser-
bia. For example, Zoran Simonovi¢, a
paediatrician and opposition member of
the Federal Parliament, was reportedly
beaten unconscious in Kragujevac when
police beat demonstrators surrounding the
town radio station. The new opposition-
controlled authorities had appointed a
new managerial board, but police report-
edly stormed the radio station building in
an attempt to overturn the decision. In
February Vesna Pesi€, leader of the polit-
ical party Gradjanski Savez, Civic Al-
liance, was beaten by police along with
other peaceful demonstrators on a bridge
in Belgrade.

At least three people, all ethnic Albani-
ans, died in police custody, allegedly as a
result of torture, ill-treatment or shooting.
For example, Ismet Gjocaj died after being
shot by police in November. Despite po-
lice claims that he had been shot while
participating in an armed attack on a po-
lice station, there was clear evidence that
at the time of his death he was already in
custody and had been tortured.

Despite the abolition of the death pen-
alty in federal law in 1992, at least three
people were sentenced to death during the
year for aggravated murder under the
criminal codes of the FRY's two constituent
republics. No executions were reported to
have been carried out during the year.

Refugees who had returned to the rrY
from abroad, either voluntarily or under

duress, were allegedly ill-treated by po-
lice. For example, in May Azem Hali
Haxolli, who had returned voluntarily
from Germany, was allegedly denied food
and ill-treated after being held in de-
tention by police in Belgrade. He was sub-
sequently returned to Germany.

Amnesty International appealed repeat-
edly to the authorities for thorough, inde-
pendent and impartial investigations into
allegations of “disappearance”, torture and
ill-treatment and for the perpetrators to be
brought to justice. The organization also
appealed for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of prisoners of conscience
and for other political prisoners to receive
fair and prompt trials.

ZAMBIA

A newspaper journalist was a prisoner of
conscience; several other journalists were
detained for brief periods. More than 90
people were detained without charge or
trial following an attempted coup; some
were tortured and one may have died as a
result of torture. There were allegations of
ill-treatment, torture, shootings and un-
lawful killings by law enforcement offi-
cers. Two opposition politicians were
shot and injured while driving away from
police. Prison conditions remained harsh
and amounted to ill-treatment. A former
Rwandese cabinet minister, a refugee in
Zambia, apparently “disappeared”; she
later reappeared in a Rwandese prison.
Eight prisoners were hanged in the first
executions in eight years. Around 130
prisoners remained under sentence of
death.




In January Home Affairs Minister Chi-
taulu Sampa reportedly ordered police to
be “very brutal” in dealing with what he
termed “arrogant members of the public”
who disobeyed police instructions to dem-
onstrators to disperse.

In April the government proposed a bill
which would have created a government-
appointed media council with powers to
impose fines on and imprison journalists
who did not conform to its rules. The bill
was withdrawn following criticism from
civic organizations, journalists, inter-
National human rights organizations and
foreign governments.

An attempted coup took place in Octo-
ber, following which a three-month state
of emergency was declared. Many rights
guaranteed under the Constitution were
suspended, allowing lengthy detention
without charge or trial, and restrictions on
freedom of conscience, expression, assem-
bly and movement.

A newspaper journalist was detained as
a prisoner of conscience. In February the
Supreme Court of Zambia sentenced The
Post newspaper editor Masautso Phiri to a
three-month prison term for “contempt of
court” for publishing a column containing
allegations that members of the Supreme
Court were offered bribes amounting to
Us$10.8 million by President Frederick
Chiluba. Masautso Phiri was released in
April, but was rearrested in August while
Covering a demonstration (see below).

Several other journalists were detained
or brief periods. In February an editor and
a reporter on the independent newspaper
The Chronicle were detained for two days
On charges of contempt of parliament,
Publishing false news and criminal libel
3gainst President Chiluba. The charges
Were later dropped in a court settlement
that reportedly included printing a retrac-
tion. Another Chronicle reporter, George
Jambwa, was charged with criminal tres-
Pass in February, after being arrested and
held for four days in December 1996 at an
army barracks in Lusaka, the capital,
Where he had gone to interview an army
officer. Dismissing the charges in April, a
Magistrate noted that George Jambwa had

€en the victim of “a conspiracy to cover
Up the inefficiency of security at the gate”.
N January, April and August Post re-
Porters were arrested and briefly detained.

In April a judge dismissed criminal de-
famation charges, pending since 1994,

ZAMBIA

against four Post journalists who had pub-
lished an article alleging an extra-marital
affair by presidential press assistant
Richard Sakala. In May a judge dismissed
charges against three editors of The Post
who had been accused of revealing a state
secret when, in February 1996, they pub-
lished details of a cabinet plan for a refer-
endum over the 1996 draft constitution
(see Amnesty International Report 1997).

Following the attempted coup in Octo-
ber, police and security forces indefinitely
detained more than 90 suspects. Many of
them were initially held incommunicado
and without charge under the terms of the
state of emergency. One detainee, Dean
Mung'omba, President of the opposition
Zambia Democratic Congress, was report-
edly subjected to beatings, electric shocks,
cigarette burns and sleep deprivation.
Other detainees — mostly army officers —
were also reportedly tortured or ill-treated
by the police. One detainee allegedly died
as a result of torture. Among those de-
tained were Captain Stephen Lungu, Cap-
tain Jackson Chiti, Major Bilex Mutale,
Major Musonda Kangwa and Staff Ser-
geant Kennedy Sinutala. All were still de-
tained at the end of the year. None had
been charged or tried.

Kenneth Kaunda, former President of
Zambia and leader of the United National
Independence Party (unip), who had been
travelling abroad at the time of the coup,
was arrested on 25 December after he re-
turned. He was later put under house ar-
rest, where he remained at the end of the
year. The authorities accused him of con-
spiring with Dean Mung'omba, leader of
the opposition Liberal Progressive Front,
Roger Chongwe, Captain Stephen Lungu,
Captain Jack Chiti and Major Musonda
Kangwa to overthrow the government.
Roger Chongwe remained outside the
country. Hearings on the legality of this
and other related detentions continued at
the end of the year.

Police beat and otherwise ill-treated
participants in opposition rallies sched-
uled without giving notice to the police,
and other demonstrators. In February, for
example, police fired tear-gas and used
batons and whips to break up a peaceful
demonstration by the unP in Ndola. Some
demonstrators were injured. In July police
broke up a peaceful UNIP rally in Lusaka.
They then surrounded the unip headquar-
ters, entered the building and fired tear-

365




ZAMBIA

gas inside, in violation of international
standards. Several people were injured in
police beatings when they emerged from
the building or later in police custody. In
August police reportedly beat and kicked
stall-holders who rioted after their stalls
mysteriously burned down. Several stall-
holders were injured in the beatings, and
two allegedly died of their injuries.

Unarmed suspects were injured or
killed in police shootings which appeared
to involve excessive or unlawful use
of force. In June, two police officers in
the northern town of Kitwe allegedly
shot a suspected robber in both legs after
beating him with gun butts and tying
his hands together. In a case in October
police officers in Lusaka shot and killed
a man who was urinating in public.
The police officers later claimed that
the man had grabbed for an officer’s gun,
but eye-witnesses dispute this. No discip-
linary action was known to have been
taken in either case.

In August police in Kabwe shot and
wounded Kenneth Kaunda and Roger
Chongwe. A bullet grazed Kenneth
Kaunda’s head and caused serious injury
to Roger Chongwe’s cheek and neck. That
morning, police had used live ammuni-
tion to disperse people gathering for an
unsanctioned opposition rally which the
two were due to address, arresting journal-
ist Masautso Phiri and reportedly beating
him and smashing his camera. Police re-
portedly then cornered the two politicians
in an office building, allegedly opening
fire when the two attempted to flee. Two
senior police officers were later sus-
pended. Police officials claimed that of-
ficers mistakenly used live ammunition to
disperse the rally. The authorities denied
allegations that there had been an offi-
cially sanctioned attempt to assassinate
Kenneth Kaunda and Roger Chongwe. By
the end of the year no official investiga-
tion into the allegations appeared to have
taken place.

Prison conditions remained harsh and
amounted to ill-treatment. The number of
prisoners was nearly double that which
could be adequately housed, and clean
water, food, blankets, clothing and medi-
cines were in short supply. Up to 100 pris-
oners, weakened by malnourishment, died
from diseases such as tuberculosis and
AIDS. In a measure believed to be aimed at
| addressing the problem of overcrowding,

President Chiluba pardoned 480 prisoners
in May and another 300 in October.

In May, Agnes Ntamabyaliro Rutagw-
era, a former Rwandese government min-
ister who had been living in Zambia as a
refugee since 1995, was abducted from her
house in the northern town of Mufalira.
According to reports, her abductors wore
the uniform of the Zambian Immigration
Service and used a vehicle bearing Zam-
bian government licence plates. She
was later discovered to be in prison in
Kigali, Rwanda. The Zambian Govern-
ment, which denied any involvement in
the incident, had apparently failed to
initiate a promised investigation by the
end of the year.

Eight prisoners were hanged in the first
executions in eight years. There was par-
ticular concern about the secrecy sur-
rounding the executions in January of
Abraham Kasongo, Nelson Ngundano,
Dennis Chisela Chembe, Robert Mulumbi,
David Kapanga, John Gumbo, Joseph Ma-
siti Chilanda, and Christopher Mwansa
Oldfield, all of whom had been convicted
of murder or aggravated robbery. The exe-
cutions only came to light by March, and
the government refused to confirm the
names of those executed or the charges on
which they had been convicted. There
was concern at reports that one of the men
— Nelson Ngundano - had been suffering
from mental illness developed after nearly
15 years under sentence of death. Approx-
imately 130 prisoners remained under
sentence of death.

Amnesty International called for Ken-
neth Kaunda and the others detained in
connection with the coup attempt to be
charged with a recognizably criminal of-
fence or released, and for the investigation
and prosecution of those police officers res-
ponsible for the torture of detainees. The
organization wrote to President Chiluba
urging that an immediate, thorough and
independent investigation take place into
the shootings by police in June, August
and October, including the incident
involving Kenneth Kaunda and Roger
Chongwe, as well as shootings which took
place in previous years, and that the re-
sults of all such investigations be made
public. Amnesty International wrote to the
President calling for an immediate invest-
igation into the circumstances surround-
ing Agnes Ntamabyaliro Rutagwera’s “dis-
appearance”. The organization also wroté




to the President to express its deep regret
at, and condemnation of, the execution
of the eight men in January.

In a report published in November,
Zambia: Forcible exile to suppress dissent,
Amnesty International described how in-
vestigations into the nationality of govern-
ment critics had been used to intimidate
them. The report detailed the cases of two
UNIP politicians, William Stephen Banda
and John Lyson Chinula, who had been
deported in 1994 in circumstances
amounting to forcible exile because of
their political activities.
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An opposition leader remained on trial
for treason, punishable by death. At least
10 people were sentenced to death and 12
were executed.

In February the Supreme Court over-
turned the government’s use of the contro-
versial Private Voluntary Organisations
(Pv0) Act to dismiss the directors of a
Women's organization and replace them
with government appointees. In Septem-
ber the Supreme Court declared unconsti-
tutional a law that had provided the ruling
Zimbabwe African National Union-
Patriotic Front (zaNU-PF) with approxim-
ately ys$3 million in state funding each
Year since 1992. The Supreme Court
Stated that excessively high thresholds for
qualifying for funding meant that only
ZANU-PF received funds, limiting freedom
of expression and putting opposition po-
litical parties “at a severe disadvantage” in
elections.
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In March, two Zimbabwean human
rights organizations presented President
Robert Mugabe with a report entitled
Breaking the Silence, which detailed
atrocities carried out in the 1980s by
forces of the army’s 5th Brigade in the
southwestern region of Matabeleland.
Compiled over five years from testimony
by more than 1,000 people, the report was
leaked to a South African newspaper after
months of silence from the government.
The government did not respond to the re-
port’s recommendations, which included
creating a public development fund as
compensation.

Starting in April, war veterans carried
out a series of public protests to demand
their share of a war victims’ compensation
fund, which was allegedly defrauded of
millions of dollars by senior government
officials. In July the government imposed
a two-week ban on all public demonstra-
tions and strikes after a demonstration by
veterans at the time of an investment con-
ference of black us businessmen. In Sep-
tember, when President Mugabe promised
the estimated 70,000 veterans a tax-free
pay-out and a stipend for life, the World
Bank froze balance of payments support,
just after lifting its 1995 suspension on
aid.

In December the authorities flouted a
High Court order not to block a planned
demonstration in Harare, the capital, to
mark a one-day nationwide general strike.
Police used tear-gas and batons to disperse
tens of thousands of people who gathered
peacefully to protest against proposed
new taxes and violent clashes ensued. The
Home Affairs Minister stated that police
would shoot anyone demonstrating against
the tax rises, and the Commissioner of
Police reportedly said that the strike organ-
izers, the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade
Unions (zctu), would be crushed if the
strike went ahead. Less than 48 hours
later, several people assaulted and se-
verely injured zctu Secretary-General
Morgan Tsvangirai in an incident later
condemned by President Mugabe. The
zctu alleged zANU-PF involvement in the
attack.

In December, more than two years after
his arrest, opposition leader the Reverend
Ndabaningi Sithole was sentenced to two
years’ imprisonment for conspiring to as-
sassinate President Mugabe (see Amnesty
International Reports 1996 and 1997). He
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remained at liberty pending appeal. The
High Court ruled in November that the
Terrorism Act, under which the Reverend
Ndabaningi Sithole had been charged, was
unconstitutional because it forced a sus-
pect to prove his or her innocence. The
Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole maintained
his innocence, alleging that the evidence
against him had been fabricated by the
state Central Intelligence Organisation.

In October Amnesty International re-
ceived reports that the government had
forcibly returned scores of refugees to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),
formerly Zaire. Reports indicated they
may have been returned because they
were suspected of opposing DRC President
Laurent Kabila.

More than 10 people were sentenced
to death, and 12 were executed for mur-
der, the largest number of executions
in any single year since independence in

1980. No public notice was given before
the hangings, and the last four were ex-
ecuted in September, just a year after
the Supreme Court had dismissed their
appeals.

In May Amnesty International wrote to
President Mugabe to protest at the grow-
ing number of executions, as well as the
apparent secrecy before the hangings.

Before President Mugabe assumed the
chairmanship of the Organization of
African Unity (0AU) in June, Amnesty In-
ternational wrote an open letter to the
President urging him to accept and imple-
ment recommendations in the report
Breaking the Silence, and describing the
documented atrocities as “tantamount to
crimes against humanity”. In October Am-
nesty International expressed concern
about the possible deportation of Georges
Bizimana back to Burundi, and of Jean
Hubert Feruzi Mbayo to the DRC.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS 1997

DATE

January

January

January

January

January

January
January/February
January/February
January/February
Febmary
February
February
February
February
February
February/March
February/March
February/March
February/March
February/March

February/March/May

March
March
March

March/April

April
April
April
April
April
April
April/May
April/ May
April/May
April/May
April/May
April/May
April/May
April/May

COUNTRY

Palestinian Authority

Pakistan
Tanzania
Rwanda
Turkey
Kazakstan
Thailand
Rwanda
Senegal
Switzerland
South Africa
Hong Kong
Colombia
Swaziland
Haiti
Albania
Colombia
Kenya
Kenya
Turkey
Turkey
Syria
Germany

USA

Israel/Occupied Territories/
Palestinian Authority

Brazil

Guatemala

Russian Federation

USA

Peru

United Kingdom
Ecuador
Turkey
Philippines
Liberia

Brazil

Slovak Republic
Thailand

Qatar

Kenya

South Africa
Uganda

Turkey

PURPOSE

Research/Talks with government
Research

Talks with government

Legal proceedings

Legal proceedings

Research

Research

Research/Legal proceedings
Research/Talks with government
Research on region
Research/Talks with government
Talks with government

Talks with government

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research

Research on region

Legal proceedings

Research

Research

Legal proceedings

Talks with government/Legal proceedings
Research

Research/Legal proceedings

Talks with government

Legal proceedings

Talks with government
Research/Campaigning
Research/Talks with government
Research

Research/Legal proceedings
Research

Legal proceedings

Research

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research/Campaigning

Research on region

Research on region/Talks with government
Research

Legal proceedings
Research/Talks with government

Legal proceedings
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May

May
May/June
May/June
May/June
May/June
May/June
June

June

June

June

June

June

June
June/July
July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July
July/August
August
August
August
August
August
August/September
August/September
August/September

| August/September

COUNTRY
Croatia
United Kingdom
Philippines
USA
Armenia
France
USA
Turkey
USA

Kenya
Bulgaria

Japan

Republic of the Congo

Tunisia

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Switzerland
Spain

South Africa
Norway
USA
Germany
Hong Kong
United Kingdom
South Africa
United Kingdom
Azerbaijan
Ethiopia
France
Malawi
Uganda
Turkey
Lebanon
Egypt
Germany
Jordan
Thailand
Malaysia
Kenya

Sri Lanka
Singapore
USA

USA

USA
Cambodia
Mexico
India

Malawi

PURPOSE

Research/Talks with government
Research/Legal proceedings
Research on region

Research

Research

Research

Research

Legal proceedings

Research

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research on region

Research

Research

Legal proceedings

Research on region
Research/Legal proceedings
Research on region
Research/Talks with government
Research on region
Research/Talks with government
Research

Talks with government

Legal proceedings

Research

Research

Research on region

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Legal proceedings
Research/Legal proceedings
Research/Legal proceedings
Campaigning/Talks with government
Research on region

Research on region

Research on region

Research on region
Research/Talks with government
Legal proceedings

Research

Research

Research on region
Research/Talks with government
Research

Research/Talks with government

Research




DATE
August/October
September
September
September
September
September
September

September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September/October
October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October
October/November
October/November
October/November
October/November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November
November/December

November/December

November/December

COUNTRY
USA

Kenya
Philippines
El Salvador
Honduras

Senegal

Israel/Occupied Territories/

Palestinian Authority
Romania

USA

Georgia
Switzerland
Portugal

Singapore

Turkey

Brazil

Egypt

Macedonia

Mexico

Russian Federation
Lebanon

Belarus

Ukraine

United Kingdom
South Africa
Liberia

Brazil

Turkey

USA

Turkey

Romania

Angola

Tanzania

Rwanda
Guatemala
Bosnia-Herzegovina
USA

USA

Russian Federation
Germany

Belgium

Germany

Kenya

Japan

Guatemala

France

Russian Federation

Cambodia

PURPOSE

Research
Research/Campaigning
Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Legal proceedings

Research on region

Legal proceedings

Legal proceedings
Research/Talks with government
Research on region

Research

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research/Legal proceedings
Research

Research

Legal proceedings
Research/Legal proceedings
Research/Talks with government
Talks with government

Legal proceedings

Research

Legal proceedings

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Legal proceedings

Legal proceedings

Research

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Research on region

Research on region

Research

Talks with government

Research

Research on region

Research

Research
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DATE
November/December
December

December

December

COUNTRY
Colombia
Turkey
South Africa

Jordan

PURPOSE

Research

Research/Legal proceedings
Research/Talks with government

Research on region
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a)

b)

STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

As amended by the 23rd International Council,
meeting in Cape Town, South Africa, 12 to 19 December 1997

Articles 1 and 2

Object and Mandate

- The object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is

to contribute to the observance
throughout the world of human rights
as set out in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

In pursuance of this object, and
recognizing the obligation on each
person to extend to others rights and
freedoms equal to his or her own,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts as its
mandate:

To promote awareness of and
adherence to the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and other
internationally recognized human
rights instruments, the values
enshrined in them, and the
indivisibility and interdependence of
all human rights and freedoms;

To oppose grave violations of the rights
of every person freely to hold and to
express his or her convictions and to be
free from discrimination, and of the
right of every person to physical and
mental integrity, and, in particular, to
Oppose by all appropriate means
irrespective of political considerations:

the imprisonment, detention or other
Physical restrictions imposed on any
person by reason of his or her political,
religious or other conscientiously held
beliefs or by reason of his or her ethnic
origin, sex, colour, language, national
or social origin, economic status, birth
or other status, provided that he or she
has not used or advocated violence
(hereinafter referred to as ‘prisoners of
conscience’; AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall work towards the release of and
shall provide assistance to prisoners of
conscience);

the detention of any political prisoner
Without fair trial within a reasonable

time or any trial procedures relating to
such prisoners that do not conform to
internationally recognized norms;

c) the death penalty, and the torture or

other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment of prisoners
or other detained or restricted persons,
whether or not the persons affected
have used or advocated violence;

d) the extrajudicial execution of persons

~—

a

c)

d)

e

~—

whether or not imprisoned, detained or
restricted, and “disappearances”,
whether or not the persons affected
have used or advocated violence.

Methods

. In order to achieve the aforesaid object

and mandate, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall:

at all times make clear its impartiality
as regards countries adhering to the
different world political ideologies and
groupings;

promote as appears appropriate the
adoption of constitutions, conventions,
treaties and other measures which
guarantee the rights contained in the
provisions referred to in Article 1
hereof;

support and publicize the activities of
and cooperate with international
organizations and agencies which work
for the implementation of the aforesaid
provisions;

take all necessary steps to establish an
effective organization of sections,
affiliated groups and individual
members;

secure the adoption by groups of
members or supporters of individual
prisoners of conscience or entrust to
such groups other tasks in support of
the object and mandate set out in
Article 1;
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f) provide financial and other relief to
prisoners of conscience and their
dependants and to persons who have
lately been prisoners of conscience or
who might reasonably be expected to
be prisoners of conscience or to become
prisoners of conscience if convicted or
if they were to return to their own
countries, to the dependants of such
persons and to victims of torture in
need of medical care as a direct result
thereof;

—

provide legal aid, where necessary and
possible, to prisoners of conscience and
to persons who might reasonably be
expected to be prisoners of conscience
or to become prisoners of conscience if
convicted or if they were to return to
their own countries, and, where
desirable, send observers to attend the
trials of such persons;

8

h) publicize the cases of prisoners of
conscience or persons who have
otherwise been subjected to disabilities
in violation of the aforesaid provisions;

i) investigate and publicize the
disappearance of persons where there

k

—

1)

is reason to believe that they may be
victims of violations of the rights set
out in Article 1 hereof;

oppose the sending of persons from one
country to another where they can
reasonably be expected to become ,
prisoners of conscience or to face

torture or the death penalty;

send investigators, where appropriate,
to investigate allegations that the rights
of individuals under the aforesaid
provisions have been violated or
threatened;

make representations to international
organizations and to governments
whenever it appears that an individual
is a prisoner of conscience or has
otherwise been subjected to disabilities
in violation of the aforesaid provisions;

m) promote and support the granting of

general amnesties of which the
beneficiaries will include prisoners of
conscience;

n) adopt any other appropriate methods

for the securing of its object and
mandate.

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is available free upon request
from: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London

WCi1X 8D], United Kingdom.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
AROUND THE WORLD

In 1997 there were more than 4,300 local
Amnesty International groups registered
with the International Secretariat and sev-
eral thousand professional and other
groups, including over 3,400 youth and
student groups, in more than 105 coun-
tries and territories around the world. In
55 countries and territories these groups
are coordinated by sections, whose

addresses are given below. There are
individual members, supporters, and re-
cipients of Amnesty International in-
formation (such as the bimonthly
Amnesty International News) in around
176 countries and territories. Amnesty In-
ternational information is also available
on the Internet on more than 100 websites
worldwide.

SECTION ADDRESSES

Algeria:

Amnesty International,
Section Algérienne,
BP 377 Alger,

RP 16004

Argentina:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Secci6n Argentina,

25 de Mayo 67, 42 Piso,
1002 Buenos Aires

Australia:

Amnesty International,
Australian Section,
Private Bag 23, Broadway,
New South Wales 2007

Austria;

Amnesty International,
Austrian Section,
Moeringstrasse 10/1 Stock,
A-1150, Wien

Bangladesh:;

Amnesty International,

Bangladesh Section,

100 Kalabagan,

1st Floor, 2nd Lane,
haka - 1205

BEIgium:

Amnesty International,

Belgian Section (Al Vlaanderen),
Kerkstraat 156,

2060 Antwerpen

Amr}esty International,

Section belge (francophone),
ue Berckmans 9,

1060 Bruxelles

Benin:

Amnesty International,
BP 01 3536,

Cotonou

Bermuda:

Amnesty International,
Bermuda Section,

PO Box HM 2136,
Hamilton HM JX

Brazil:

Anistia Internacional,
Porto Alegre - RS,
CEP 90040-270

Canada:

Amnesty International,

Canadian Section
(English-speaking branch),

214 Montreal Rd, 4th Floor, Vanier,

Ontario, K1L 1A4

Amnistie Internationale,

Section canadienne francophone,
6250 boulevard Monk,

Montréal, Québec H4E 3H7

Chile:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Chilena,
Casilla 4062,

Santiago

Costa Rica:

Amnistfa Internacional,
De la Casa Italia,

100 Sur, 300 Este,

50 Sur, Yoses Sur,

San José
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Céte d’Ivoire:
Amnesty International,
Section ivoirienne,

04 BP 895,

Abidjan 04

Denmark:

Amnesty International,
Danish Section,
Dyrkoeb 3,

1166 Copenhagen K

Ecuador:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Ecuatoriana,
Casilla 17-15-240-C,
Quito

Faroe Islands:
Amnesty International,
Faroe Islands Section,
PO Box 1075, FR-110,
Té6rshavn

Finland:

Amnesty International,
Finnish Section,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D,
00180 Helsinki

France:

Amnesty International,
Section frangaise,

4 rue de la Pierre Levée,
75553 Paris, Cedex 11

Germany:

Amnesty International,
German Section,
53108 Bonn

Ghana:

Amnesty International,
Ghanaian Section,
Private Mail Bag,
Kokomlemle,

Accra - North

Greece:

Amnesty International,
Greek Section,

30 Sina Street,

106 72 Athens

Guyana:

Amnesty International,
Guyana Section,

c/o PO Box 10720,
Palm Court Building,
35 Main Street,
Georgetown

Hong Kong:
Amnesty International,

Hong Kong Section,Unit C 3/F,
Best-O-Best Commercial Centre,

32-36 Ferry Street,
Kowloon

Iceland:

Amnesty International,
Icelandic Section,

PO Box 618,

121 Reykjavik

India:

Amnesty International,
Indian Section,

13 Indra Prastha Building,
E-109 Pandav Nagar,

New Delhi - 110092

Ireland:

Amnesty International,
Irish Section,

Sean MacBride House,
48 Fleet Street,

Dublin 2

Israel:

Amnesty International,
Israel Section,

PO Box 14179,

Tel Aviv 61141

Italy:

Amnesty International,
Italian Section,

Viale Mazzini, 146,
00195 Rome

Japan:

Amnesty International,
Japanese Section,

Sky Esta 2f,

2-18-23 Nishi Waseda,
Shinjuku-ku,

Tokyo 165

Korea (Republic of):
Amnesty International,
Kyeong Buk RCO Box 36,
706 600 Daegu

Luxembourg:

Amnesty International,
Luxembourg Section,
Boite Postale 1914,
1019 Luxembourg




Mauritius:

Amnesty International,
Mauritius Section,

BP 69 Rose-Hill

Mexico:
Seccién Mexicana
de Amnistfa Internacional,
Calle Aniceto Ortega 624,
(paralela a Gabriel Mancera,
esq. Angel Urraza-eje 6 Sur),
Col. del Valle,
México DF

Nepal:

Amnesty International,
Nepalese Section,

PO Box 135, Bagbazar,
Kathmandu

Netherlands:

Amnesty International,
Dutch Section,
Keizersgracht 620,
1017 ER Amsterdam

New Zealand:
Amnesty International,
New Zealand Section,
PO Box 793,
Wellington

Nigeria;

Amnesty International
Nigerian Section,

PMB 3061, Suru-Lere,
Lagos

Nol‘way:

Amnesty International,
Norwegian Section,
PO Box 702 Sentrum,
0106 Oslo

Peru;
Sefiores,
Casilla 659,
Lima 18

Philippines:

Amnesty International,
Philippines Section,

PO Box 286, Sta Mesa Post Office,
1008 Sta Mesa,

Manila

Portugal:

Amnistia Internacional,

Secgdo Portuguesa,

Rua Fialho de Almeida, N° 13, 1%,
1070 Lisboa

APPENDIX Ill

Puerto Rico: 379
Amnistfa Internacional,

Seccién de Puerto Rico,

Calle Robles No. 54-Altos,

Oficina 11, Rfo Piedras,

Puerto Rico 00925

Senegal:

Amnesty International,
Senegalese Section,

BP 21910,

Dakar

Sierra Leone:
Amnesty International,
Sierra Leone Section,
PMB 1021,

Freetown

Slovenia:

Amnesty International,
Komenskega 7,

1000 Ljubljana

Spain:

Amnesty International,
Secci6n Espafiola,

PO Box 50318,

28080, Madrid

Sweden:

Amnesty International,
Swedish Section,

PO Box 23400,

S-104 35 Stockholm

Switzerland:

Amnesty International,
Swiss Section,
Postfach,

CH-3001, Bern

Taiwan:
Amnesty International,
Room 525, No. 2, Section 1,

| Chung-shan North Road,

100 Taipei

Tanzania:

Amnesty International,
Tanzanian Section,

PO Box 4331,

Dar es Salaam

Tunisia: \
Amnesty International,

Section Tunisienne,

67 rue Oum Kalthoum,

3eéme étage, Escalier B,

1000 Tunis
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United Kingdom: Uruguay:

Amnesty International, Amnistfa Internacional,
United Kingdom Section, Seccién Uruguaya,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue, Tristan Narvaja 1624, Apto 1,
London EC1R 4RE CP 11200 Montevideo

Venezuela:

United States of America: Amnistfa Internacional,

Amnesty International of the USA Seccién Venezolana,
(AIUSA), Apartado Postal 5110,

322 8th Ave, Carmelitas 1010-A,

New York, NY 10001 Caracas

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS
BUT WHERE LOCAL AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS EXIST
OR ARE BEING FORMED

Albania Dominican Republic Palestinian Authority/
Aruba Egypt Israeli Occupied Territories
Azerbaijan Gambia Paraguay

Bahamas Grenada Poland

Barbados Hungary Romania

Belarus Jamaica Russian Federation
Bolivia Jordan Slovakia

Botswana Kuwait South Africa

Bulgaria Macao Thailand

Burkina Faso Malaysia Togo

Cameroon Mali Turkey

Chad Malta Uganda

Croatia Moldova Ukraine

Curagao Mongolia Yemen

Cyprus Morocco Zambia

Czech Republic Pakistan Zimbabwe

APPENDIX V
I ———

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Colm O’Cuanachéin/Ireland
Mary Gray/United States of America
Habiba Hasan/Pakistan
Menno Kamminga/Netherlands
Robin Rickard/United Kingdom
Mahmoud Ben Romdhane/Tunisia
Cristina Sganga/International Secretariat
Susan Waltz/United States of America

Samuel Zan Akologo/Ghana
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Update on Abolition of the Death Penalty

Highlights of 1997 included the adoption
by the uN Commission on Human Rights
of a resolution encouraging states to con-
sider suspending executions, and the de-
cision of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe to insist that the
Russian Federation and Ukraine halt
executions or face expulsion from the
Council. Georgia and Poland abolished the
death penalty for all crimes in parliamen-
tary votes (see Georgia entry).

In late 1996, reports emerged from the
l3113Slan Federation and Ukraine that execu-
tlons were continuing despite the commit-
Ments made by the two states on joining the
Council of Europe, in February 1996 and
November 1995 respectively, to institute an
Immediate moratorium on executions. In
an unprecedented move, the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe in Janu-
ary voted to condemn the two countries for
",’Olating their commitments to stop execu-
tions, and threatened them with ultimate
expulsion from the Council of Europe
should executions continue.

No executions were carried out in the
Russian Federation after August 1996, ac-
cording to Russian officials, except in the
Chechen Republic-Ichkeriya, but at least
13 people were executed in Ukraine in the
f?rSt_half of 1997. In response to the con-
tlr}umg executions in Ukraine, the Com-
Mittee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe voted in December to
Propose that the Parliamentary Assembly
Suspend the credentials of the Ukrainian
delegation unless the Ukrainian author-
lties sent it an official notification of a
Moratorium on executions.

In  April the un Commission on
Humap Rights adopted resolution
1997/12 calling on “all States that have
Tot yet abolished the death penalty to
Consider suspending executions, with a
View to completely abolishing the death
Penalty”. |t was the first time that any UN
Political body had supported the idea of
38 worldwide moratorium on executions.

h‘f resolution was adopted by a vote of |
27 in favour and 11 against, with 14 ab- |

Stentions. The initiative had been sup-
Ported by several non-governmental

Organizations including Amnesty Interna-

tional and Hands off Cain, an interna-
tional organization of members of parlia-
ment and others opposed to the death
penalty.

In Poland, following votes in parlia-
ment in April and June, President Alek-
sander Kwasniewski in July signed into
law a new penal code abolishing the death
penalty for all crimes with effect from 1
January 1998. A five-year moratorium on
executions had come into force in Novem-
ber 1995. The last execution was in 1988.

During 1997, at least 2,375 prisoners
were executed in 40 countries and 3,707
people were sentenced to death in 69
countries. These figures include only cases
known to Amnesty International; the true
figures are certainly higher. As in previous
years, a small number of countries ac-
counted for the great majority of execu-
tions. At least 1,644 executions had been
reported by the end of the year in China
alone; many more may have gone
unreported.

By the end of 1997, 63 countries had
abolished the death penalty for all of-
fences and 16 for all but exceptional
offences, such as wartime crimes. At least
25 countries which retained the death
penalty in law were considered abolition-
ist in practice, in that they had not exe-
cuted anyone for the past 10 years or
more or had made an international commit-
ment not to carry out executions.

During the year, Colombia and Greece
became parties to the Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty, bringing the
number of states parties to 31. Croatia, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
and Moldova became parties to Protocol
No. 6 to the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Funda-
mental Freedoms (European Convention
on Human Rights) concerning the aboli-
tion of the death penalty, bringing the
number of states parties to 27. Four coun-
tries were parties to the Protocol to the
American Convention on Human Rights to
Abolish the Death Penalty. The Russian
Federation and Ukraine signed Protocol
No. 6 to the European Convention on
Human Rights.
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SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not
yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat
the object and purpose of the treaty.

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1997)
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(ICCPR) at the abolition and Cultural or Degrading (1951) (1967) Discrimination
of the Rights Treatment or against Women
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International Optional Second International Convention Convention Protocol Convention
Covenant on Protocol Optional Covenant on against Torture relating to the relating to the on the
Civil and to ICCPR Protocol to Economic, and Other Status of Status of Elimination of
Political Rights ICCPR, aiming Social Cruel, Inhuman Refugees Refugees All Forms of
(ICCPR) at the abolition and Cultural or Degrading (1951} (1967) Discrimination
of the Rights Treatment or against Women
death penalty Punishment
United States of America X S X X S
Uzbekistan X X X X X

Venezuela X X X X x(22) X X

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession

— denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1997

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of
violations of the Convention

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to
examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if
warranted
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SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1997)

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS (1981)
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[ X denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

This chart lists countries which were members of the oAU at the end of 1997.
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)

American Inter-American Inter-American
Convention Convention to Convention
on Human Prevent and on the Forced
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denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation
or application of the American Convention)

This chart lists countries which were members of the 0AS at the end of 1997.
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE
European Article 25 Article 46 Protocol European
Convention No. 6* Convention for
for the the Prevention
Protection of of Torture and
Human Inhuman or
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Fundamental Treatment or
Freedoms Punishment
(1950) (1987)
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United Kingdom X X X X

i denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
Arti denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
ticle 25 genotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms, recognizing the competence of the European Commission of Human Rights
Arti to consider individual complaints of violations of the Convention
Ticle 46 denotes Declaration under Article 46 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms, recognizing as compulsory the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human
[ *p, Rights in all matters concerning interpretation and application of the European Convention
| otocol No. 6 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms con-
Cerning the abolition of the death penalty (1983)

This chart Jists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at theend of 1997.
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APPENDIX Vill

SELECTED STATISTICS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
In 1997 there were more than 1,000,000
Amnesty International members and sub-
scribers in over 160 countries and territ-
ories. There were more than 4,300 local
Amnesty International groups registered
with the International Secretariat, plus over
3,400 youth and student groups, in more
than 105 countries and territories. In addi-
tion, there were many hundreds of other
coordinators, groups, specialized networks,
individual members and supporters.

LONG-TERM GROUP WORK

At the end of 1997 Amnesty International
groups were working on almost 1,600 dif-
ferent long-term assignments, concerning
more than 4,100 individuals. These in-
cluded prisoners of conscience and vic-
tims of other human rights violations such
as torture and “disappearance”. During
the year, action began on 248 new Action
Files on specific cases, plus more than 230
new and updated regional actions, many
of which concerned more than one indi-
vidual. In 1997 more than 200 actions in-
volving the detention of prisoners of
conscience and possible prisoners of con-
science were closed.

URGENT ACTION APPEALS

During 1997 Amnesty International initi-
ated 583 actions which required urgent
appeals from the Urgent Action Network.
There were also 350 calls for further
appeals on actions already issued. Mem-
bers of the Urgent Action Network were
therefore asked to send appeals on 933 oc-
casions. These actions were issued on be-
half of people in 99 countries and
territories.

The 583 new actions were issued on be-
half of people who were either at risk or
had been the victim of the following hu-
man rights violations: torture — 177 cases;
“disappearance” — 74 cases; judicial exe-
cution — 133 cases; political killings and
death threats — 173 cases; and legal con-
cerns — 62 cases. (These categories are not
mutually exclusive; more than one con-
cern may have been featured in an action.)

Other concerns included ill health, deaths
in custody, refoulement (forcible repatria-
tion) of asylum-seekers, corporal punish-
ment and forcible exile.

REGIONAL ACTION NETWORKS

Amnesty International’s 23 Regional Ac-
tion Networks cover human rights abuses
in every country of the world. During the
year, approximately 1,800 Amnesty Inter-
national local groups participated in one
or more of the networks. They took action
on more than 230 new and updated ap-
peals on behalf of thousands of victims of
human rights violations in 88 countries
and territories.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING

The international budget adopted by
Amnesty International for the financial
year April 1997 to March 1998 was
£17,101,000. This sum represents approx-
imately one quarter of the estimated
income likely to be raised during the year
by the movement’s national sections to
finance their campaigning and other act-
ivities. Amnesty International’s national
sections and local volunteer groups are
primarily responsible for funding the
movement. An international fund-raising
program is being developed. No funds are
sought or accepted from governments for
Amnesty International’s work investigat-
ing and campaigning against human rights
violations. The donations that sustain this
work come from the organization’s mem-
bers and the public.

RELIEF

During the financial year April 1997 to
March 1998, the International Secretariat
of Amnesty International distributed an
estimated £240,000 in relief (financial as-
sistance) to victims of human rights viola-
tions such as prisoners of conscience and
recently released prisoners of conscience
and their dependants, and for the medical
treatment of torture victims. In addition.
the organization’s sections and groups dis-
tributed a further substantial amount,




much of it in the form of modest payments
by local groups to their adopted prisoners
of conscience and dependent families.
Amnesty International’s ultimate goal is
to end human rights violations, but so long
as they continue it tries to provide practical
help to the victims. Relief is an important
aspect of this work. Sometimes Amnesty
International provides financial assistance
directly to individuals. At other times, it

APPENDIX VIII

works through local bodies such as local
and national human rights organizations so
as to ensure that resources are used as ef-
fectively as possible for those in most need.
When Amnesty International asks an inter-
mediary to distribute relief payments on its
behalf, it stipulates precisely the intended
purpose and beneficiaries, and requires the
intermediary to report back fully on the
expenditure of the funds.
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