





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































of Ye and Dawei. Villagers were forced to
leave their homes and live by the railway
until they had completed a quota set by
the army. Hundreds of refugees from the
Mon State who had been forced to work
on the railway fled to Thailand. The Thai
authorities forced them to move to
Halockhanie camp, which straddles the
border with Myanmar (see Thailand
entry). On 21 July soldiers from the 62nd
Infantry Battalion of the Burmese army at-
tacked the camp, burned down 60 houses
and took 16 men to act as porters. At the
end of the year, one was still missing; he
was believed to have been sentenced to
two years' imprisonment.

Five people were sentenced to death in
January. One man was convicted of mur-
der and possession of heroin. Four men
were sentenced to death for murder two
days after the crime was committed: their
rapid trial may have been unfair. There
were no reports of any executions.

The return of Muslim refugees from
Bangladesh, under a Memorandum of
Understanding signed with the un High
Commissioner for Refugees (see Amnesty
_International Report 1994), resumed dur-
Ing the year, and more than 115,000 had
returned by the end of the year.

Amnesty International received no new
Information about abuses committed by
armed opposition groups during the year.
The organization remained concerned
about the health and whereabouts of two
Prisoners held by a faction of the All
Burma Students Democratic Front, an
armed opposition group (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1994).

In January Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Myanmar: Human rights
developments July to December 1993. It
Called on the government to provide ad-
€quate medical care for prisoners, and to
Cease holding political prisoners in soli-
tary confinement. On the fifth anniversary
of the detention of Aung San Suu Kyi,
Amnesty International called for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of her
and all prisoners of conscience. The or-
Banjzation later appealed for the release of
the NLD activists arrested in July and Au-
Bust. In November Amnesty International
Published a major report, Myanmar:
Human rights still denied, and called on
t. e government to comply with interna-
tional human rights standards.

In an oral statement to the uN Commis-

MYANMAR/NEPAL

sion on Human Rights in March, Amnesty
International included reference to its con-
cerns in Myanmar.

NEPAL

Eleven prisoners of conscience were re-
portedly detained. Several hundred
people, including possible prisoners of
conscience, were detained for short
periods during a series of nationwide
strikes and demonstrations. There were
reports of torture and ill-treatment in po-
lice custody.

Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala re-
signed in July after losing a key parliamen-
tary vote. King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah
Dev dissolved parliament and ordered
fresh elections, appointing Girija Prasad
Koirala as leader of the interim govern-
ment. A coalition of left-wing opposition
parties, led by the Communist Party of
Nepal-United Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML),
demanded the dismissal of Girija Prasad
Koirala and the reinstatement of parlia-
ment under an all-party government. The
CPN-UML won parliamentary elections in
November by a narrow margin but failed
to secure an overall working majority. CPN-
uML Chairman Man Mohan Adhikari was
appointed Prime Minister.

Eleven Christians, one a Nepali na-
tional and the others ethnic Nepali refu-
gees from Bhutan, were arrested in Ilam
District in August on suspicion of prosely-
tizing, an offence under Nepali law. They
were prisoners of conscience. They were
brought to trial at the district court in De-
cember but the outcome was not known
by the end of the year.

Several hundred people were arrested
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in July and August during nationwide
strikes and demonstrations called by the
alliance of left-wing opposition parties in
support of their demands for the reinstate-
ment of parliament. Some of the demon-
strators threw stones and attacked public
transport facilities. Most of those arrested,
some of whom were possible prisoners
of conscience, were detained for short
periods and then released. According to a
Home Ministry spokesperson, about 300
people were arrested during strikes called
between 20 and 24 July, of whom 42 were
charged under the Public Offences and
Penalties Act, 1970, and 13 under the
Anti-State Crimes and Penalties Act, 1989.
Human rights groups maintained that, be-
tween 14 and 19 August, over 2,000 people
were detained nationwide, although po-
lice reports put the figure at about 600. All
those arrested and detained in July and
August were reportedly released.

There were several reports of torture
and ill-treatment in police custody, al-
though ill-treatment of detained demon-
strators was not reported on the scale it
had been in previous years.

Laxman Rai, a farmer who was tried in
June on charges of cutting down trees be-
longing to the Forestry Department, was
reportedly tortured by forest guards at the
Forest Ranger’s offices in Kerakha. He had
been arrested at Bidhakhola, Jhapa Dis-
trict, in early October 1993. He was beaten
with a bamboo stick, including on the
palms of his hands and the soles of his
feet, and pins were stuck under his finger-
nails. Laxman Rai was reportedly found
not guilty and released unconditionally.

Seventeen people who were detained
in Khalanga, Pyuthan District, in May dur-
ing a student demonstration were alleg-
edly tortured in police custody and
denied medical treatment. All were
charged under the Public Offences and
Penalties Act, but were reportedly not
brought before the Chief District Officer
within 24 hours of their arrest, as required
by law. Seven of those arrested were re-
portedly released within days, but the fate
of the remaining 10 was not known by the
end of the year.

Bamdev Devkota, a student, was arres-
ted during demonstrations on 20 July in
Kathmandu, the capital, on suspicion of
causing damage to a vehicle. He was taken
to the Mahendra Police Club where he
was reportedly beaten severely by police

officers, given electric shocks to his right
hand and denied food for two days. Dur-
ing his six days’ detention, he was report-
edly not brought before a magistrate or
informed of the charges against him.

Police officers remained immune from
prosecution. There was not one case re-
ported in 1993 or 1994 in which a police
officer suspected of being responsible for
torture or ill-treatment was prosecuted.

The Supreme Court heard a habeas cor-
pus petition filed on behalf of Pravakar
Subedi, a student who “disappeared” in
Kathmandu in June 1993 (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1994). The court or-
dered the police to identify a man alleged
to be Pravakar Subedi shown in a photo-
graph being arrested by four policemen.
The Inspector General of Police responded
by denying that the person in the photo-
graph was Pravakar Subedi. The Supreme
Court ordered all four policemen to be
produced in court. The outcome of the
case was unknown at the end of the year.

Amnesty International wrote to the
government to express concern about re-
ports of torture in police custody at
Pyuthan, Kathmandu and Jhapa but had
received no response by the end of the
year. It urged the government to ensure
that all reports of torture by police were
promptly, thoroughly and independently
investigated.

Amnesty International submitted infor-
mation about its concerns regarding tor-
ture and ill-treatment in police custody to
the uN Committee against Torture in April
when Nepal submitted its first report
under Article 19 of the un Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. In
October Amnesty International drew the
attention of the uN Human Rights Commit-
tee to its concerns about unlawful killings
in 1993 (see Amnesty International Report
1994) and about torture.

NETHERLANDS
(KINGDOM OF THE)

There were further reports of ill-treat-
ment by prison guards and police officers
in 1993 in the Netherlands Antilles, a
Caribbean country forming part of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

It emerged during 1994 that former
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Prisoners from Pointe Blanche prison in St
Maarten had alleged that they had been
beaten by prison guards in 1993. The for-
mer inmates claimed that they had been
beaten with clubs and fists by at least
three prison guards and kicked with steel-
Capped shoes. One alleged that following
beatings he had severe scarring on his
right arm and another claimed that he had
a scar on his neck where a prison officer
had shot him. Following these reports of
ill-treatment, the Attorney General of the
Netherlands Antilles visited the prison.
He stated in a press interview that the
prison director was conducting an invest-
igation and claimed that over the past year
Police officers and prison guards had been
Convicted of ill-treating people in their
Custody.

| In December 1993 Cuthbert Athanaze, a
us driver, stated that he had been threat-
ened and physically ill-treated by police
officers following a dispute over a parking
offence. He claimed that he was arrested
on the bus, handcuffed and assaulted in
| front of witnesses and assaulted again in
| the police station. A judicial inquiry was
| OPened. One officer admitted punching
the handcuffed man in the left eye, which
later required three stitches. The Public
Prosecutor concluded that the officers
had, for the most part, acted correctly, but
the officer who admitted punching the bus
Tlver was severely reprimanded.
. Amnesty International sought informa-
tion from the government about the
Progress of inquiries into these allegations
of ill-treatment. In May the Public Prose-
Cutor replied with details of his investiga-
tion and conclusions in the case of
Cuthbert Athanaze. No reply had been re-
Ceived by the end of 1994 regarding the
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investigation into the alleged beatings at | 223
Pointe Blanche prison.

Amnesty International also asked the
Attorney General to supply details of the
prosecution of police officers and prison
guards mentioned in his press interview.
No reply had been received by the end of
the year.

NEW ZEALAND

Prison officers dismissed in 1993 for al-
leged ill-treatment of prisoners were not
prosecuted.

In February New Zealand passed the
Human Rights Act, 1993, which replaced
the Race Relations Act, 1971, and the
Human Rights Commission Act. The new
act widened the grounds of unlawful dis-
crimination. For example, the act protects
those who have AIDS or Hiv infection from
discrimination. It also prohibits discrim-
ination based on disability or a person’s |
sexual orientation.

Six of the 12 prison officers from Man-
garoa Prison who had been dismissed after
an official investigation by the Department
of Justice in 1993 in connection with ill-
treatment of prisoners (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994) were reinstated to
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serve at other prisons. The other six offi-
cers reportedly opted not to accept new
jobs. All of them were reportedly paid
lump sums of between $12,000 and
$35,000 each. The reinstatements and the
money were reported to be part of a secret
agreement between the prison officers and
the Department of Justice to stop personal
grievance actions by officers against their
dismissal. However, the Department was
reported to have referred the findings of
the internal inquiry into ill-treatment in
Mangaroa Prison to the police for possible
further investigation.

In  October Amnesty International
wrote to the government of Prime Minister
James Bolger seeking further information
about the reinstatement of the dismissed
prison officers from Mangaroa Prison. The
organization also asked about the imple-
mentation of prison reforms on which
the government had embarked. It asked
in particular about the recommendations
of the Ministerial Inquiry into Manage-
ment Practices at Mangaroa Prison relating
to inmate complaints procedures and train-
ing and recruitment of new prison officers.

In a reply to Amnesty International in
December the Minister of Justice con-
firmed that six of the 12 former officers
from Mangaroa Prison had been reinstated
at other prisons and that the remaining six
had reached settlements which did not in-
volve their re-employment as prison staff.
He also gave details of various reforms
which had already been implemented or
were planned for 1995 concerning prison
inmates’ rights and complaints proced-
ures, staff training and recruitment, and
management training practices.

NICARAGUA

Numerous cases of ill-treatment by police
were reported. There was an attempt on
the life of a trade unionist in circum-
stances suggesting official involvement. A
military court dismissed charges against
nine members of the military accused in
connection with the killing of a youth in
1990.

Amid growing political divisions be-
tween and within the government and
the opposition Frente Sandinista de
Liberacién Nacional (rsLN), Sandinista
National Liberation Front, military and

constitutional reforms were passed by the
National Assembly. In August the Na-
tional Assembly approved the new Milit-
ary Code aimed at strengthening civilian
control over the armed forces. The new
Military Code would, among other things,
allow civilian courts to try military per-
sonnel charged with common criminal of-
fences. A draft bill which would partially
reform the 1987 Constitution drafted
under the previous FSLN government was
presented in October. The draft bill would
modify 149 of the Constitution’s 195 ar-
ticles.

In March the Supreme Court rejected
an appeal challenging the constitutionality
of Article 204 of the Penal Code, conclud-
ing that it did not violate any of the rights
guaranteed in the Constitution. The ruling
upheld changes to the Penal Code intro-
duced in 1992 to penalize homosexuality.
Article 204 states: “anyone who induces.
promotes, propagandizes or practices in
scandalous form sexual intercourse be-
tween persons of the same sex commits
the crime of sodomy” (see Amnesty Inter-
national Reports 1993 and 1994). The law
could result in the prosecution and im-
prisonment of prisoners of conscience. Its
broad terms could permit the prosecution
of individuals solely for their homosexual-
ity, for activities such as advocating les-
bian and gay rights, imparting health
information concerning sexuality or hav-
ing homosexual relations in circumstances
which are not criminal if they involve het-
erosexuals.

Killings and abductions by groups of
former rebels and former army combatants
continued to be reported, linked partly to
the government's failure to comply with
demobilization provisions agreed at the
end of the civil war. There was continued
violence by a group of former rebel com-
batants in the north, who claimed that the
government had breached agreements for
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the group’s demobilization signed in April.
A report by the Ejército Popular Sandin-
ista (Eps), Sandinista Popular Army, cover-
ing the first five months of the year,
indicated that military operations to com-
bat rebel groups in the north had left
nearly 200 people dead and over 100 in-
jured: the victims included civilians as
well as irregular troops and members of
the army.

There were numerous complaints of ill-
treatment of detainees by the police. The
non-governmental human rights organiza-
tion Centro Nicaragiiense de Derechos Hu-
manos (CENIDH), Nicaraguan Centre for
Human Rights, recorded 20 complaints
of human rights violations, including
ill-treatment, in the first half of 1994.
Although all the cases were submitted
to the Inspectoria General de la Policia
Nacional, the monitoring body of the
National Police, no investigations were
apparently initiated. Police reportedly ill-
treated people during strikes protesting
against government economic measures.
In January scores of strikers were beaten
by police during a transport strike in
the capital, Managua. Many people were
briefly detained, among them 26 juveniles
and several people not participating in the
strike.

In June, 12 members of the Federacién
de Trabajadores de Comunicaciones En-
rique Smidth, Telecommunications and
Postal Workers’ Federation, were arrested
and ill-treated by members of the Brigada
Especial de la Policia Nacional, National
Police Special Brigade. The trade union-
ists were demonstrating in Managua
against the privatization of the telecom-
munications and postal services. They
were allegedly beaten and kicked during
their arrest and one, Adonis Montiel, re-
Quired hospital treatment for internal in-
Juries. All 12 were released a few hours
later.

_ A trade union leader actively involved
In opposition to the government’s eco-
Nomic measures was attacked by un-
known assailants in  circumstances
Suggesting official involvement. In April
trade union leader Roberto Gonzélez
Gaitan, a member of the National Board of
the Confederacién Sindical Central San-
dinista, Sandinista Central Union Con-
federation, was shot at by unidentified
armed assailants who fired at the car in
which he was travelling. He lost control

NICARAGUA

of the vehicle and crashed against a tree,
suffering concussion and bruises. The at-
tack was allegedly related to a public
declaration made a few hours earlier by
the head of the National Police, who
described Roberto Gonzélez Gaitdn as a
“dangerous individual and a destabilizing
influence”. A police investigation was ini-
tiated.

In June the military court of first in-
stance dismissed charges against the head
of the armed forces and eight of his milit-
ary escorts. They were accused of carrying
out or covering up the killing of Jean Paul
Genie Lacayo, a 17-year-old shot dead on
the Managua-Masaya highway (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). The military court ruled that there
was insufficient admissible evidence
against the accused. The military court
also ruled that the case should remain
open until responsibility for the crime was
established. In August an appeal to the
Military Appeals Court against the ruling
was passed on to the Supreme Court,
whose decision was still pending at the
end of the year. At the end of the year the
case was being considered by the Inter-
American Court on Human Rights.

In May Amnesty International wrote to
President Violeta Chamorro expressing
concern that the case of Jean Paul Genie
Lacayo was under military jurisdiction,
because military jurisdiction does not
offer guarantees of due process and impar-
tiality, and permits undue influence by
the army high command at the appeals
stage. In July the authorities sent Amnesty
International the ruling of the military
court of first instance. In November Am-
nesty International made public its con-
cerns in the light of the ruling.

In October Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Nicaragua: Article 204:
Legalizing the repression of homosexu-
ality, which called on the government to
guarantee that Article 204 would never be
used to prosecute people solely for their
homosexuality. It also urged the authorit-
ies to give serious consideration to amend-
ing or repealing Article 204, to ensure that
the Penal Code did not interfere with fun-
damental rights.
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Dozens of members of the Tuareg minor-
ity ethnic group were detained without
charge or trial, one for six months. Many
were prisoners of conscience. Most were
beaten and some were tortured; two re-
portedly died in custody as a result.
There were reports of possible extrajudi-
cial executions.

Throughout the year the authorities
faced strikes by civil servants and students
seeking financial compensation for the de-
valuation of the currency in January. In
March a student was killed in violent
clashes between students and the security
forces on the university campus in the
capital, Niamey.

There was conflict in the north of the
country involving armed Tuareg political
groups. From the beginning of the year on-
wards, tension increased in the north fol-
lowing the decision in December 1993 by
one of the Tuareg armed organizations, the
Front de libération de Tamoust (FLT), Lib-
eration Front of Tamoust, not to renew the
truce signed in June 1993 with the govern-
ment of President Mahmane Ousmane.
The rebels resumed attacks and at least
two civilians were killed in January near
Agades, the main town in the north, when
armed Tuaregs attacked a convoy of vehi-
cles under military escort.

In October the government and the Co-
ordination de la résistance armée (CRA),
Coordination of the Armed Resistance, the
coordinating body of all armed Tuareg
groups, signed a peace agreement in Oua-
gadougou in neighbouring Burkina Faso.
Both parties agreed to the creation of an
international commission of inquiry into

human rights abuses committed by the
army and rebel Tuareg groups, but it was
not clear who was to be asked to carry out
the investigations.

Five people detained briefly in Niamey
appeared to be prisoners of conscience. In
January four students were arrested during
a meeting. They were subsequently tried
and each received a six-month suspended
sentence for assault and battery against
members of the security forces. There was
apparently no evidence that they had- been
involved in acts of violence. Also in Janu-
ary the secretary general of the Union des
scolaires du Niger (usN), Niger's Union of
School Pupils, Boubacar Siddo, was ar-
rested when he tried to visit the four
detained students. He was accused of in-
citing violence but was released a week
later after a court found no grounds for the
charge against him.

Dozens of Tuareg detained during the
year were prisoners of conscience, ar-
rested solely on account of their ethnic
origin. Although Tuareg armed groups re-
sorted to violence, these prisoners were
not known to have used or advocated viol-
ence and appeared to be detained as part
of a policy of reprisals. For example, in
August, two days after a violent attack by
rebels in Tchirozerine, the army arrested
some 60 civilians of Tuareg origin in
Timia, most of whom were women and
children. After three days of detention, all
the detainees were released except three
(see below). Dozens of others, briefly de-
tained by the army solely because of their
Tuareg origin, fled their villages and
camps to take refuge in towns.

Although most Tuareg detainees were
held for only short periods, one, Assalek
Ag Ibrahim, arrested in Agadeés in May,
was held for six months and released un-
charged in November. No reasons were
given for his detention, but it appeared he
was suspected of contact with the rebels.

Five nationals from neighbouring Nige-
ria were detained without trial throughout
the year. All were members of the Move-
ment for the Advancement of Democracy
(MAD), which organized the hijacking of an
airplane in October 1993 at Niamey air-
port in pursuit of demands for greater
democracy in Nigeria. Four were arrested
on the airplane and charged with hijack-
ing. One other, Jerry Youssouf, suspected
of complicity, was arrested in Nigeria in
November 1993 and secretly transferred to
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Custody in Niger where he was held un-
charged for over a year. In June 1994 a
court in Niamey ruled that there was
no reason for his continued detention but
he remained in prison and was finally
charged in December with complicity in
hijacking.

Many Tuareg detained by the army or
8endarmerie were beaten and some were
tortured. In May, five Tuaregs arrested in
Agadeés were severely beaten and two of
them died in custody, apparently as a res-
ult. There was no official investigation
into the cause of these deaths. The three
others were apparently still held without
charge or trial at the end of the year. In
August, after a rebel attack near Tchiroze-
rine, the army arrested dozens of Tuareg
civilians. They were severely beaten and
one of them, according to a medical cer-
tificate, had his ribs broken. The Tuareg
detained in Timia in August were report-
edly severely beaten and two pregnant
women among them suffered miscarriages.

There were reports of possible extraju-
dicial executions. Three Tuareg men arres-
ted in Timia in August — Ilias Ahwal, Ilias
Algabit and Adam Hamane — were killed
by soldiers apparently in retaliation for
the killing of three soldiers by rebels some
days previously.

At the beginning of 1994, details were
received of two possible extrajudicial exe-
cutions which had occurred near Agades
In December 1993: Warghiss Founta and
Karbey Moussa, both market gardeners,
were shot dead by soldiers at the oasis of
TChin-"[‘ibizguit. six kilometres from
Agades, when they were transporting veg-
etables to the market. The killings ap-
Peared to be in reprisal for the theft of a
Vehicle some hours before in Agades, al-
legedly by armed rebels. The Mayor of
Agades lodged a complaint about these
killings but no judicial investigation was

nown to have been initiated.

Amnesty International publicly ex-
Pressed its concern that some prisoners
Were detained by the security forces sim-
Ply on account of their Tuareg ethnic ori-
8in and in the absence of any evidence
that they were connected with armed
Broups. Amnesty International was also
Concerned at reports of beatings and tor-
ture and the failure of the authorities to

old members of the security forces to ac-
Count for their actions. It urged the gov-
€rnment to investigate all allegations of

NIGER/NIGERIA

torture, deaths in custody and extrajudi-
cial executions and to bring those respons-
ible to justice.

NIGERIA

Hundreds of pro-democracy activists
were arrested; many of them were prison-
ers of conscience, some of whom were
still in custody at the end of the year. An
estimated 600 people from the Ogoni
ethnic group, many of whom were also
prisoners of conscience, were arbitrarily
detained without charge or trial. Many
detainees were badly beaten and held
in life-threatening prison conditions. At
least 11 soldiers arrested in 1990 contin-
ued to be held in administrative deten-
tion. At least 50 people were reportedly
extrajudicially executed by the security
forces in Ogoniland. There was a dra-
matic increase in the use of the death
penalty, with at least 100 people publicly
executed.

The military government headed by
General Sani Abacha continued to pro-
hibit all political activity. In May the
newly formed National Democratic Coali-
tion (NADECO), comprising former civilian
and military political leaders, demanded
that the military government hand over
power to the winner of the annulled pres-
idential elections in 1993, Chief Moshood
K.O. Abiola. NADECO leaders and Moshood
Abiola were arrested and charged with
treason. Pro-democracy protests in major
southern cities led to widespread arrests
and clashes with police in which dozens
of people were killed. Trade unionists
took prolonged strike action which paral-
ysed parts of the country and threatened
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oil exports, Nigeria’'s main foreign cur-
rency earner.

Following the murder in May of four
leading members of the Ogoni community
in Rivers State in the southeast, there were
reports of extrajudicial executions by the
security forces and mass arrests among
supporters of an Ogoni organization
which campaigned against environmental
damage by oil companies. Journalists,
human rights and environmental ob-
servers who attempted to monitor events
in Ogoniland were obstructed by the au-
thorities; some were detained.

In September the government promul-
gated decrees which extended already
draconian powers of detention, formally
proscribed 15 newspapers and journals,
dissolved the executives of the oil unions
and the Nigerian Labour Congress, and
removed the jurisdiction of the courts
to challenge government authority and
actions. The Attorney General was dis-
missed for criticizing the decrees. In Octo-
ber a further decree specifically removed
the power of the courts to issue writs of
habeas corpus or any other orders to the
authorities to produce detainees before
them.

Hundreds of people were detained for
political reasons during the year. Most
were prisoners of conscience and were
released without charge.

In April three journalists on News-
watch magazine were detained after pub-
lication of an article critical of the
government. A week later they and three
others were charged with sedition and
criminal intent to cause fear, alarm and
disaffection, but the next day the charges
were withdrawn and they were released.

Hundreds of members of the Ogoni
community, many of whom were prison-
ers of conscience, were reportedly de-
tained without charge or trial. In the
weeks after the murder of four leading
members of the Ogoni community on 21
May, soldiers arrested Ogoni indiscrimi-
nately and detained them at Bori military
camp in Port Harcourt or at Kpor in Ogo-
niland. Most were subsequently released
without charge but about 30 remained in
incommunicado detention without charge
or trial at the end of the year. They in-
cluded prisoners of conscience Ken Saro-
Wiwa, a writer, and Ledum Mitee, a
lawyer, both leaders of the Movement for
the Survival of the Ogoni People and for-

mer prisoners of conscience, who had
been briefly detained in January appar-
ently to stop their political campaigning.
In a press conference, the authorities ac-
cused them of inciting youths to murder
the Ogoni leaders. Initially reported to be
held in leg irons, Ken Saro-Wiwa was de-
nied hospital treatment prescribed by a
military doctor for a heart complaint.

In June NADECO leaders who called for
the military government to stand down
were arrested. Six former members of the
disbanded Senate, including Ameh Ebute,
former President of the Senate, were ar-
rested and charged with “treasonable
felony”, which carries life imprisonment.
They were granted bail in July but five
were rearrested in September and briefly
redetained. Four others arrested and
charged with treasonable felony were also
released on bail. Among them was Dr
Beko Ransome-Kuti, President of the Cam-
paign for Democracy and the Committee
for the Defence of Human Rights, who was
detained in June and again in September.
None of their trials had taken place by the
end of the year. An earlier case of treason-
able felony against Dr Ransome-Kuti and
several other human rights activists, in-
cluding the lawyer Chief Gani Fawehinmi,
was struck out by the courts in January for
lack of evidence.

Chief Moshood Abiola was arrested on
23 June at his home in Lagos by hundreds
of armed police after he had declared him-
self head of state. He was detained incom-
municado in harsh conditions and moved
to several different places of detention.
The government ignored two orders in
June by the High Court in Lagos to pro-
duce him before the court and justify his
detention. On 6 July Moshood Abiola was
brought before a Federal High Court in
Abuja, the capital. This court was ap-
pointed by the military government espe-
cially to try his case and could not be
considered independent of government in-
fluence. He was charged with treason and
refused bail despite his ill-health. On sev-
eral occasions the authorities ignored
court orders that he should be given regu-
lar access to his family and lawyers and
continued to deny him hospital treatment.
In November the Federal Court of Appeal
in Kaduna granted his release on bail; the
authorities did not release him and in
December the court allowed a stay of |
execution of the order on security grounds




pPending an appeal to the Supreme Court.
His trial had not started by the end of the
Year.

In August at least 40 people, mostly
Students, were detained following violent
protests in and around Benin City. Some
were reportedly beaten. In October, 12
were charged with criminal offences, in-
cluding armed robbery and arson, and re-
leased on bail. Some appeared to have

een prisoners of conscience.

Further NADECO leaders, including Chief
Anthony Enahoro, a 71-year-old former
Bovernment minister, were among 20 pro-
democracy activists detained in Lagos and
Kaduna in August and September. Some
were released without charge but the gov-
érnment said that he and others were
being held for “economic sabotage” and
acts prejudicial to state security. In De-
Cember Chief Enahoro was released un-
conditionally. Chief Frank Ovie Kokori,
Secretary General of the National Union of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers, and
three other oil workers’ leaders were re-
Portedly still detained incommunicado
and without charge at the end of the year.

At least 11 soldiers arrested after a
COup attempt in April 1990 continued to
€ held in incommunicado detention, ap-
Parently under a decree allowing indefi-
Nitely renewable administrative detention.

Six prisoners who had been sentenced
to death after an unfair trial by a special
Court were unconditionally released in
March. Major-General Zamani Lekwot and

Ve other members of the Kataf ethnic

8roup had been convicted of murder in
February 1993, in connection with reli-
8lous riots in Kaduna State in 1992, by a
Civil Disturbances Special Tribunal (see
Amnesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). In August 1993 their death sen-
tences had been commuted.

Many of those arrested during the year
Were reportedly beaten and held incom-
Municado in harsh conditions - with
‘Nadequate food, over-crowded and insan-
Utary cells and no washing facilities, exer-
Cise or fresh air. In late June at least 60

goni boys and youths were being held in
'Wo small, bare cells with no toilet facili-
ties in Bori military camp. They had been
arrested in early June and reportedly
beaten_

At least 50 Ogoni were believed to have
een killed and many wounded by the
Security forces in late May and June when

NIGERIA

soldiers reportedly attacked towns and
villages in Ogoniland. Troops apparently
fired at random, killed, assaulted and
raped civilians, and destroyed homes. The
twin villages of Uegwere and Bo-ue were
reportedly attacked at night several times
between 4 and 8 June: Nbari Vopnu,
Lebari Eete and eight other people, includ-
ing a 10-year-old boy, were reportedly
killed. In the village of Buan, a pregnant
woman, Leyira Piri, was apparently shot
dead and six other people critically
wounded. Other villages where people
were shot dead by soldiers included
Yeghe and Okwali. The military comman-
der reportedly acknowledged that his men
had killed six youths, but there was no ju-
dicial inquiry into these deaths nor into
the many others alleged to have occurred
in Ogoniland in 1993 and 1994 as a result
of ethnic conflict and security operations.

Dozens of people were reportedly
killed by police during pro-democracy
demonstrations in the cities, for example,
during riots in Lagos and Ibadan on 18
July. Some were reported to have been un-
lawfully killed — they were not involved
in violent activities or posing a threat to
the police. Following violent protests in
Benin City and Ekpoma in Edo State in
August, in which the homes and proper-
ties of government supporters were des-
troyed, at least four and possibly more
people were allegedly killed by the secur-
ity forces.

There was a dramatic increase in the
use of the death penalty. The authorities
were apparently reinstating a policy of
mass executions: hundreds of prisoners
had been executed under military govern-
ments in the mid-1980s, but none in the
two years leading up to the 1993 presiden-
tial elections, when civilian state gover-
nors had been in office.

During the year, at least 100 people
were executed. Executions took place in
Akwa Ibom, Borno Enugu, Imo, Kano and
Lagos states. Execution was by firing-
squad, and executions were frequently
held in public before large crowds. Most
of those executed had been convicted by
Robbery and Firearms Tribunals, special
courts which do not guarantee a fair trial
and from which there is no right of ap-
peal.

Between February and June, 30 prison-
ers convicted of armed robbery were pub-
licly executed in Akwa Ibom State, some
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within days of being sentenced. On 24
May, four prisoners, including a woman,
Elizabeth Oleru, were executed before
large crowds at a race course in Kano. On
2 August, 38 prisoners were executed be-
fore a crowd of 20,000 people in Enugu, in
the southeast. One of them, Simeon Agbo,
survived and stood up an hour later,
bleeding profusely, to protest his inno-
cence and plead for water. Police report-
edly threw him onto a lorryload of corpses
and his subsequent fate was unknown.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release pro-democracy activ-
ists and members of the Ogoni ethnic
group who were prisoners of conscience.
It also urged the government to end the
practice of indiscriminate arrests and de-
tention without charge or trial. Amnesty
International called for immediate meas-
ures to be taken to protect the Ogoni
people from attacks, and urged a thorough
investigation into reports of extrajudicial
executions in Rivers State. Amnesty Inter-
national expressed its concern about the
use of mass, public executions, and urged
the commutation of all death sentences.

In November Amnesty International
published a report, Nigeria: Military gov-
ernment clampdown on opposition, de-
tailing one of the most serious human
rights crises Nigeria had faced for decades.
In December Amnesty International deleg-
ates visited Nigeria, but were denied ac-
cess to detained prisoners of conscience
and were not allowed to carry out inde-
pendent investigations in Ogoniland.
Amnesty International called on other
governments to use their influence with
the Nigerian authorities to bring an end to
the human rights violations taking place
in Nigeria.

OMAN

Hundreds of suspected members of an Is-
lamist organization were arrested. Most
were released but around 160, including
possible prisoners of conscience, were
sentenced to terms of imprisonment after
an unfair trial.

In June the Ministry of the Interior an-
nounced that representation at its Majlis
al-Shura, Consultative Council, was to be
increased from 59 to 80 members. The
Council has no legislative powers and is

not a decision-making body. Its members
are appointed by the Head of State, Sultan
Qaboos Bin Sa‘id.

In May and June hundreds of people
were arrested reportedly for setting up an
illegal Islamist organization and distribut-
ing leaflets criticizing the authorities for
hosting a conference attended by Israeli
delegates. Those arrested included Omani,
Jordanian and Egyptian nationals. Most of
them were reported to be businessmen,
university lecturers and civil servants.
Many were released by the end of August,
but around 160 remained held incom-
municado in al-Ramis prison in Muscat,
including four employees of Petroleum
Development Oman, two Under-Secre-
taries in the Ministries of Agriculture and
Commerce, a former ambassador to the
usA, and a well-known Omani religious
scholar, Salim al-Ghazali. His two broth-
ers, Mohammad and Hamed, were report-
edly held for several weeks before their
release.

Those still detained were tried before
the State Security Court and in November
the court pronounced judgment. All the
defendants were found guilty: the sen-
tences ranged from the death sentence to
varying terms of imprisonment with a
minimum of three years. The death sen-
tences were reported to have been com-
muted to prison terms by the Head of
State. The trial was apparently conducted
in secret and there were fears that defend-
ants may not have had access to lawyers
of their own choosing. No further informa-
tion was available as to the exact charges
of which they were convicted, their sen-
tences, or whether they had the right to
appeal before a higher court against their
convictions and sentences. At the end of




the year they were imprisoned in al-Ramis
Prison.

Sa‘id Salim ‘Ali, known as Abu Sakha,
who had been arrested in 1993 following
his return from studying in Kiev, Ukraine,
feportedly remained in detention during
the first half of the year. No further infor-
mation was available.

In March Amnesty International wrote
to the Minister of the Interior seeking cla-
rification of the legal situation of Sa‘id
Salem ‘Ali and urging his release if he was
held as a prisoner of conscience.

In September Amnesty International
wrote again to the Minister of the Interior
requesting specific information about the
hundreds of people arrested in May and
June. In November the organization wrote
to the Minister of Justice expressing con-
cern about their trial. No response had
been received by the end of the year.

T e ———
PAKISTAN

Several dozen prisoners of conscience
charged with blasphemy were detained
for weeks. Dozens of possible prisoners of
Conscience were among hundreds of po-
Il.ﬁcal prisoners arrested by the army in
Sindh and by police in other parts of the
Country, Torture continued to be wide-
Spread, reportedly resulting in at least 62
deaths. Dozens of sentences of flogging
Were carried out. Bar fetters continued to
used in jails. At least 35 extrajudicial
executions were reported, some of them
In staged “encounters” with the police.
hirty-two people were sentenced to
death and one execution was reported.
_Violent conflict between different eth-
Mic and religious groups and political par-

OMAN/PAKISTAN

ties persisted throughout the year. At least
700 people were deliberately and arbitrar-
ily killed by such groups in Karachi alone.
In November the government of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto ended the army
operation which had begun in mid-1992
in Sindh to combat criminal and political
violence.

In February the Supreme Court can-
celled special regulations governing the
Provincially Administered Tribal Areas
in North-West Frontier Province. Subse-
quently, a popular movement in Malakand
in the province demanded the introduc-
tion of Islamic law. When the government
conceded the demand but then failed to
introduce it, activists in Malakand took
dozens of people hostage to enforce their
demands. Paramilitary troops were de-
ployed in force in November to stop the
uprising.

The governmental Human Rights Cell,
established in December 1993 to monitor
and investigate human rights violations
and to recommend action against perpet-
rators, began its work.

The March 1994 deadline set by the
Supreme Court for the completion of the
separation of the judiciary from the exec-
utive was not met. Appeals by the govern-
ments of Sindh and Punjab provinces for
an extension of the deadline were re-
jected. In June the Law Minister asked the
provincial governments to complete the
process within nine months.

A constitutional amendment which
had in 1991 empowered the government
to establish Special Courts for Speedy
Trial for a period of three years (see Am-
nesty International Report 1992) lapsed in
July and the related act was formally re-
pealed by presidential ordinance in No-
vember. The Qisas and Diyat Ordinance
which permits forms of cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment, including judicial
amputation, was periodically re-promul-
gated with minor changes.

The government announced procedural
changes intended to curb the abuse of the
law against blasphemy which carries a
mandatory death penalty. However, no
concrete legislative measures were taken.

More than a dozen Christians and Ah-
madis were in detention at the end of
1994 charged with blasphemy solely for
exercising their religious beliefs peace-
fully. They were prisoners of conscience.
During the year over 100 Ahmadis were
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charged with various religious offences
and detained for weeks. Over 130 Ah-
madis faced charges of blasphemy under
Section 295c of the Penal Code, which
carries a mandatory death penalty for “de-
filing” the name of the prophet Moham-
mad. One of them, Dr Muhammad Akhtar
Majoka, was arrested on 22 February for
allegedly inviting others to watch a televi-
sion program featuring the exiled head of
the Ahmadiyya community. Police later
added charges under Section 295c al-
though there appeared to be no evidence
to support the charges. He was released on
bail on 12 March. His trial began in Sep-
tember.

Five Ahmadi journalists, all prisoners
of conscience, were detained on 7 Febru-
ary for a month for publishing articles in
which they allegedly “posed as Muslims”
and “thereby injured the religious feelings
of Muslims”. They were subsequently
charged with blasphemy under Section
295c. Their trial had not begun by the end
of 1994.

Hundreds of people, mostly members
of the Mohajir Qaumi Mahaz (MqQM), Mo-
hajir Qaumi Movement, were arrested dur-
ing the army operation in Sindh. Dozens
of them may have been prisoners of con-
science. When MQM activists could not be
found, their friends or relatives were ar-
rested.

Several members of Sindhi political
parties continued to be detained. Among
them was prisoner of conscience G. M.
Syed, the 92-year-old Sindhi nationalist
leader, who remained under house arrest
on charges of sedition throughout the year
(see Amnesty International Reports 1993
and 1994).

On several occasions when opposition
parties, particularly the Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz), announced plans for
mass demonstrations, the government im-
posed a ban on public assembly and arres-
ted hundreds of participants defying the
ban. Most were released within days,
often without charge, but dozens were de-
tained for weeks under the Maintenance
of Public Order Ordinance. Some may
have been prisoners of conscience.

Four Ahmadis, who had been arrested
in 1984, falsely accused of murder and
sentenced to 25 years’ imprisonment by a
military court (see Amnesty International
Report 1994), were released in March fol-
lowing their acquittal by the Lahore High

Court which found that their conviction
had been unlawful.

In November Gul Masih, a Christian
prisoner of conscience arrested in Decem-
ber 1991 and sentenced to death for blas-
phemy in November 1992 solely on the
evidence of the complainant, was acquit-
ted on appeal (see Amnesty International
Reports 1993 and 1994).

Torture, including rape in police, milit-
ary and judicial custody, continued to be
widespread and resulted in at least 62
deaths. For example, Murad was arrested
near Turbat, Balochistan province, on 24
July by the paramilitary Mekran Scouts
and the Anti-Narcotics Task Force, ap-
parently in place of a suspected drug-
trafficker. The following day, the Mekran
Scouts delivered his body to the Turbat
hospital. A district administrator told the
investigating Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan, a non-governmental organiza-
tion, that Murad had been tortured to
death by the Mekran Scouts. A judicial in-
quiry was set up but the law enforcement
agencies refused to cooperate. Murad’s
nephew lodged a complaint against the al-
leged perpetrators but then had two crim-
inal complaints registered against himself,
apparently to prevent him pursuing the
complaint.

The police rarely investigated charges
brought against law enforcement person-
nel, although some police officers were
prosecuted for illegal detentions or tor-
ture. However, very few convictions were
reported and the punishments were not
always properly executed. In 1993 the
Supreme Court had confirmed the convic-
tion of a Deputy Superintendent of Police
for torturing a prisoner and increased his
sentence from a fine to six months’ impris-
onment. However, the policeman was not
arrested until June 1994 after the case was
raised in the Punjab assembly. A judicial
team which paid a surprise visit to the
District Jail, Faisalabad, Punjab province,
in July found that the policeman was al-
lowed to go home every night and still oc-
cupied government quarters.

In September the Sindh High Court
noted with concern that a judicial inquiry
held to establish whether police from
Kharadar police station were responsible
for a death in custody appeared to have
been deliberately misleading. The inquiry
had established that Nazir Ahmed had
probably died as a result of torture but had



failed to invoke relevant sections of the
Penal Code. The High Court ordered the
trial court to amend the charges accord-
ingly.

Dozens of sentences of flogging contin-
ued to be imposed and carried out in jails.
In September, two men were sentenced to
10 lashes each by a tribal jirga (council of
elders) in the Khyber Agency for alcohol
consumption which is punishable under
tribal Islamic law. The punishment was
carried out in public.

A sentence of judicial amputation of
right hands and left feet of three men con-
victed of robbery in 1992, confirmed by
the Supreme Court in December 1993, was
not carried out during the year.

Prisoners and detainees awaiting trial
continued to be kept for weeks in their
cells in bar fetters and cross-bar fetters.
This was despite the 1993 ruling by the
Sindh High Court that the use of bar fet-
ters was inconsistent with Article 14 of
the Constitution and with the injunctions
of Islam. International standards as well as
Pakistani law only permit the use of in-
struments of restraint in strictly limited
circumstances and for limited periods.
The prohibition of the use of fetters was
stayed in April pending the Supreme
Court’s ruling on an appeal against the
High Court’s decision, which was lodged
by the Sindh government.

Several people, including political act-
ivists, were extrajudicially executed. On 3
May, five young MQM activists were report-
edly arrested by police, the paramilitary
Rangers and army personnel, blindfolded
and taken to a police clerk’s house where
they were shot dead. Official sources said
that five “dangerous criminals” had been
killed in an “encounter” with law enforce-
Ment personnel, but human rights groups
Investigating the incident stated that all
the evidence supported the local resid-
ents’ view that they had been deliberately
killed.

Dozens of people were alleged to have
been deliberately and arbitrarily killed by
militant groups because of their ethnic or
religious identity; the government failed to
investigate the incidents or prosecute the
perpetrators. On 5 April Manzoor Masih, a
Christian charged with blasphemy, was
shot dead by religious militants in Lahore.
Police arrested the three assailants identi-
fied by eye-witnesses, but in an unusually
enient decision they were released on
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bail and had not been tried by the end of
1994. On 21 April a Muslim doctor, Sajjad
Farooq, was stoned to death by a group of
people in Gujranwala who believed he
was a Christian who had burned the
Koran. They set his body on fire while he
was probably still alive and dragged him
through the streets. A complaint was
lodged against five people but no arrests
appeared to have been made. At least six
Ahmadis, including prominent members
of the community, were killed by religious
extremists during the year. Police failed to
arrest any suspects.

Several people who had reportedly
“disappeared” remained untraced, al-
though other “disappearances” were re-
solved. The whereabouts of police officer
Mohammad Afaque, who was abducted by
police and handed to the Qasim Rangers
in Hyderabad in February 1993, remained
unknown. Two villagers from Miranigoti
near Hyderabad, Ramazan Otho and Mo-
hammad Otho, who had reportedly “dis-
appeared” in late 1992, were released in
April. Four other men arrested at the same
time for allegedly crossing the border il-
legally remained missing. Police authorit-
ies denied holding them.

At least 32 people were sentenced to
death, mostly for murder. In October
Rehan was hanged in Peshawar Central
Jail, following his conviction in 1991 for
murder. He had to wait for over 30 min-
utes with the noose around his neck while
his family and the heirs of the victim
sought a compromise. Under Islamic law a
death sentence may be commuted if the
heirs of the murder victim forgive the of-
fender and accept monetary compensa-
tion.

In February the government banned
public hangings which had been tempor-
arily stayed in 1992 pending a Supreme
Court decision as to their compatibility
with human dignity. In July parliament
passed a law extending the death penalty
to drug-trafficking.

In January Amnesty International urged
the government to reconsider its decision
to refuse entry to Afghan refugees as this
contravenes the internationally accepted
principle of non-refoulement, which for-
bids the return of refugees into areas

where their lives and safety would be at |

risk.
During the year Amnesty International
called on the government to release all
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prisoners of conscience and drop charges
against Ahmadis accused of blasphemy.
Amnesty International expressed concern
that the police had failed to investigate at-
tacks on and to protect members of the
Ahmadiyya and Christian communities.
The organization also expressed concern
about mass arrests of MQM members and
their relatives in Sindh province. It called
again for the release of G. M. Syed.

In July Amnesty International issued a
report, Pakistan: Use and abuse of the
blasphemy laws, which highlighted cases
of individuals who were falsely charged
with blasphemy, ill-treated in custody, de-
nied a fair trial and in two instances sen-
tenced to death. In September Amnesty
International urged the government to es-
tablish the whereabouts of Shaukat Ali
Kashmiri, Secretary General of the Jammu
and Kashmir People’s National Party, who
had reportedly “disappeared” in the cus-
tody of the military intelligence in August.
He was released from an army detention
centre one month later.

Amnesty International asked the gov-
ernment to clarify a response it received
from the Human Rights Cell in October
about the probable extrajudicial execution
of Niaz Hussain Pathan in September
1992. The government said that a judicial
inquiry had found that Niaz Hussain
Pathan had been “killed in a genuine en-
counter” but that police officers in Kotdiji,
Sindh province, had been charged with
murder.

PANAMA

Over 200 former officials and military
supporters of a previous government
were pardoned. A former military leader
and four soldiers were sentenced to
prison terms for murder in two trials.

Elections in May returned the Partido
Revolucionario Democrdtico (PRD), Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Party, to power. The
PRD had supported the de facto milit-
ary government of former Panamanian
Defense Forces chief, Brigadier General
Manuel Noriega.

In September the new President,
Ernesto Pérez Balladares, announced a
pardon for 222 former officials and milit-
ary supporters of General Noriega. Some
of them had been imprisoned without trial

since the usa invaded Panama and over-
threw General Noriega in 1989. President
Pérez said those pardoned had been prose-
cuted for political reasons, but opponents
of the measure feared it granted impunity
to people who had committed common
crimes including murder and misappro-
priation of state funds. Amongst those
benefiting were Jaime Simons, former dir-
ector of the state savings bank, and former
President Manuel Solfs Palma, in exile in
Venezuela (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1993 and 1994).

In March Manuel Noriega and a soldier
were found guilty of murdering a major
who had led an attempted coup in 1989.
Both were sentenced in absentia to the
maximum 20 years in prison by the Pana-
manian Supreme Court. However, Manuel
Noriega was absolved of the murder of

another rebel officer, Nicasio Lorenzo
Tufién, who died in prison after the failed
coup, allegedly by committing suicide, a
suggestion which his family disputed (see
Amnesty International Reports 1990 and
1994).

In April, three former soldiers were
sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment for
the 1971 kidnapping and murder of Col-
ombian priest Héctor Gallegos, who was
apparently targeted because of his efforts
to organize cooperatives among the rural
poor (see Amnesty International Report
1994).

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment by police; one person died as a
result. On Bougainville several sup-
porters of an armed secessionist group
were reportedly extrajudicially executed
and ill-treatment of civilians continued,
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although reports of human rights viola-
tions on the island declined. At least one
“disappearance” remained unresolved
and the government failed to investigate
reports of human rights violations in
1993. An armed secessionist group also
reportedly committed human rights ab-
uses, including deliberate and arbitrary
killings,

In August Sir Julius Chan became
Prime Minister after a parliamentary elec-
tion. The new government expressed sup-
port for human rights investigations and
the establishment of a national human
_rights commission. The new government
Initiated peace negotiations with the
secessionist Bougainville Revolutionary
Army (BRrA) to end the six-year conflict on
the island of Bougainville. In October the
government signed an agreement with 15
BRA commanders, but by the end of 1994 a
Settlement with key leaders of the seces-
sionist movement had not been reached
and fighting continued. The government
announced that it would lift its blockade
of Bougainville in October.

In March the uNn Commission on Hu-
man Rights adopted a resolution noting
the failure of the government to provide
information about steps taken to address

uman rights violations by security forces
on Bougainville or to prosecute the per-
Petrators. The resolution called on the
Bovernment to invite the UN Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions and the Special Rap-
Porteur on torture to visit Bougainville to
Conduct independent investigations. To
Amnpesty International’s knowledge, the
government had failed to issue the invita-
tions by the end of the year.

A Supreme Court challenge to the 1993
Internal Security Act, which could be
Used to detain peaceful political oppon-

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

of the Act invalid. However, broadly
worded sections of the Act remained in-
tact, granting the head of state powers to
ban organizations deemed to be “promot-
ing or encouraging, or ... likely to or about
to promote or encourage terrorism”. Sec-
tions allowing for the imprisonment of al-
leged supporters of banned organizations
also remained in force.

There were continued reports of torture
and ill-treatment by police. On 1 Novem-
ber Babi Stevens, who was assisting a for-
eign film crew researching released young
offenders, was stopped by police in
Chimbu Province, arrested without charge
and detained for two days. While in cus-
tody he was reportedly beaten with a gun
barrel and kicked. Friends visiting him the
day after his arrest said that as a result of
the beatings he could not talk properly.
The day after his release, he was again
questioned by police and reportedly
kicked. On 5 November Sande Alpane, a
shopkeeper, was beaten to death by police
in the streets of Port Moresby. Witnesses
said that two car-loads of police hit Sande
Alpane with their rifles and then left him
lying in the street. He was pronounced
dead on arrival at hospital.

There were continued reports of poss-
ible extrajudicial executions and ill-treat-
ment of suspected BRA supporters by the
Papua New Guinea Defence Force (PNGDF)
on Bougainville. However, these reports
were difficult to verify because of the con-
tinued blockade of the island. In August,
four suspected BRA supporters were report-
edly killed by the pNGDF in Central
Bougainville. The four, along with 10
others, escorted a woman needing med-
ical treatment to the Arawa care centre, a
government-run camp for civilians. Two
of the four were reportedly taken from
the camp around midnight on 23 August
and killed by the pNGDF. The other two
were taken the following day to Loloho
where they were shot by the pNGDF. The
remaining 10 were reportedly taken to
Loloho army base where they were sub-
jected to mock executions.

The government-backed paramilitary
Resistance Forces were also reportedly re-
sponsible for killings of suspected BRrRA
members on Bougainville. Thomas Patoe,
the brother of a BRA commander but him-
self a member of the Resistance Forces,
disappeared for several hours after being

ents of the government, declared sections | given a gun and hand grenades, possibly
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prompting speculation that he was liais-
ing with the BRA. On his return he was
taken to a Catholic mission compound by
Resistance Force members and reportedly
beaten, cut with knives and then shot.

By the end of the year, the government
was not known to have investigated these
and other reported human rights viola-
tions. There was no information about
whether the government had investigated
the reported extrajudicial execution of six
men by the PNGDF in January 1993, when
their boat was intercepted in waters off
Bougainville (see Amnesty International
Report 1994). The “disappearance” of Ken
Savia, seized by government troops in
Arawa in February 1993, also remained
unresolved (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994).

Mechanisms for redressing human
rights violations by the security forces re-
mained inadequate. Victims of violations
were often hampered in their use of them
by inefficiency and obstruction, particu-
larly by local police. However, the courts
granted compensation to some complain-
ants. In October a national court judge or-
dered compensation to be paid to Darius
Ken, because he had been held illegally in
police custody for four days without being
charged. Also in October, a judge ordered
compensation be paid to another individ-
ual alleging ill-treatment in prison.

No one was sentenced to death and no
executions were carried out during the
year. In June, two men were found guilty
of wilful murder, an offence carrying the
death penalty which was reintroduced in
August 1991. In handing down the ver-
dict, the judge asked the defence to argue
why the defendants should not be sen-
tenced to death. In this case the defence
was successful.

The BRA continued to commit human
rights abuses on Bougainville. There were
reports of deliberate and arbitrary killings
by the BRA of unarmed individuals and
Resistance Force members.

In a report published in October, Papua
New Guinea: Human Rights Commission
Mooted, Amnesty International urged the
government to demonstrate its commit-
ment to human rights by establishing
effective mechanisms for investigating
violations. An Amnesty International re-
quest to visit Bougainville, sent to the gov-
ernment in November 1993, remained
unanswered.

PARAGUAY

One person was killed in circumstances
suggesting an extrajudicial execution. A
peasant union organizer was shot dead
and several others were injured when po-
lice apparently used excessive force to
break up a demonstration. Peasant lead-
ers were arrested and intimidated in the
context of land disputes. Prosecutions for
human rights violations under the past
administration continued.

An unprecedented wave of unrest and
disturbances swept the country in the first
three months of the year. Numerous peas-
ant protests and demonstrations took
place, some of which were violently re-
pressed by the state security forces. In
February police violently broke up a
blockade of Highway No. III near the town
of Guayaiby, San Pedro department, by
peasants, some of whom were armed with
farming implements. At least 20 protesters
were injured by the Police Special Opera-
tions unit when rubber bullets, tear-gas
and buckshot were fired indiscriminately
into the crowd. The demonstration had
been called to protest at the violent evic-
tion days before of a group of 400 landless
peasant families from a farm belonging to
a Senator of the ruling Colorado Party. At
least 40 protesters were arrested. Digno
Britez Pérez, a lawyer working for the In-
terchurch Committee, a human rights or-
ganization, received repeated anonymous
death threats reportedly because of his
work representing the interests of the
evicted peasant families. In March he
presented a formal criminal complaint
against the police alleging malicious
wounding, death threats and torture in
connection with incidents in Guayaiby.

-



The case had not been concluded by the
end of the year.

In April peasant leader and former
candidate for the governorship of Itapua,
Esteban Balbuena Quiiénez, was killed in
Circumstances giving rise to suspicions
that ruling party officials might have been
mvolved. Esteban Balbuena, who was a
Tegional leader of the Itapiia Regional
Farmers' Committee and a member of the
Workers’ Party, was shot dead as he
aPproached his home in the community
of Colonia 7 de Agosto, district of Carlos
Antonio Lépez, Itapia department. The
previous month Esteban Balbuena had re-
Quested the Commission for Investigation
of Unlawful Acts of the National Congress
10 investigate alleged “political persecu-
tion” against him by a member of the gov-
érning committee of the ruling Colorado
Party. police authorities denied the mur-
der was politically motivated and arrested
8 number of people from the community.
MOSt were released without charge. The
Mvestigation was continuing at the end of
the year.

Sebastian Larrosa, student and secre-
tary of the peasant union Organization of

€asant Farmers for Integrated Develop-
Ment, was shot dead in May by a police
Sergeant when police apparently used ex-
Cessive force to break up a demonstration
In the town of Tacuara, department of San
Pedro, during a general strike. Mariano
odoy, a journalist from the national

_ Newspaper ABC Color, was also shot and

Seriously wounded by the security forces
‘A.Ihen he went to Sebastian Larrosa's as-
Sistance, The commander of the National
Folice opened internal disciplinary invest-
'8ations against the sergeant and 18 police
8gents who participated in the operation
0 disperse the demonstration. The
Sergeant was arrested and detained. The
1Nister of the Interior, who on the eve of
the strike had reportedly said that any
€monstrations would be repressed, de-
Med that he had given orders to open fire
on the demonstrators.
Leaders of peasant organizations repor-
Constant intimidation and anonymous
€ath threats as a result of their activities.
apy reports were received of the partici-
Pat.lon of civilian gunmen, believed to be
dcting for landowners, in land conflicts.
N several occasions civilian gunmen co-

PARAGUAY/PERU

squatters. In August, 11 landless peasants
were seized by armed civilians from land
they had been occupying in Santa Rosa de
Monday, Alto Parand department. The
captured men were later handed over by
the civilian gunmen to prison authorities
in Ciudad del Este, where they were then
charged with illegal land occupation.

Judicial investigations continued into
torture and deaths in custody of political
prisoners committed under the former ad-
ministration of General Stroessner (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).
New evidence emerged from police rec-
ords confiscated by judicial officials in
December 1992 and from the records of
other branches of the security forces un-
covered in early 1993. However, sentences
were passed in only one further case. In
November Pastor Coronel, the former head
of the Police Investigations Department
(pip-c), Sabino Montonaro, former Minister
of the Interior, and Lucilo Benftez and
Agustin Belotto, former bip-c officials,
were charged in connection with the tor-
ture and death of Amflcar Marfa Oviedo
Duarte, who was killed in detention in
1976. Pastor Coronel, already serving a
prison sentence, was sentenced to a fur-
ther 25 years in prison and the others to
five years in prison.

P e ——— = |
PERU

Twenty-five prisoners of conscience and
255 possible prisoners of conscience re-
mained in prison. At least 4,000 political
prisoners awaited trial or were tried
under judicial procedures which con-
tinued to fall far short of international

standards. Torture of political prisoners |
continued to be widely reported. Some 65 |

?per.ﬂted with the regular security forces
N illegal evictions and detentions of

e
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new cases of “disappearance” were re-
ported, of which 55 were from 1993. The
security forces were reported to have
extrajudicially executed 37 people. The
armed opposition continued to commit
numerous human rights abuses.

Significant areas of the country contin-
ued to be declared emergency zones,
although there were fewer armed attacks
by the clandestine Partido Comunista del
Peri (Sendero Luminoso) (pcp), Commu-
nist Party of Peru (Shining Path), and the
Movimiento Revolucionario Tipac Amaru
(MrTA), Tidpac Amaru Revolutionary
Movement, during the year. However, the
pcp remained militarily active in parts of
the rainforest and around Lima, the cap-
ital. The government of President Alberto
Fujimori did not accede to a renewed ap-
peal by the leadership of the pcp to reach a
“peace accord”. A splinter group of the
PCcP, known as Sendero Rojo, Red Path, re-
iterated that it would continue the armed
conflict.

In February President Fujimori ap- |

proved a congressional law which led to
the Supreme Court of Justice deciding that
the La Cantuta human rights case (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993) should be
resolved under the jurisdiction of a milit-
ary, rather than a civilian, court. Jurists
and the independent Coordinadora Na-
cional de Derechos Humanos (CNDDHH),
Human Rights National Coordinating
Committee, argued that this law violated
constitutional principles, including that of
the independence of the judiciary. In pro-
test, the cNDDHH broke off talks with the
government designed to improve the pro-
tection of human rights.

An international commission of jur-
ists, established by agreement between
the Peruvian Ministry of Justice and the
Department of State of the usa, made
recommendations to bring Peru’s anti-
terrorism legislation into line with inter-
national human rights standards. These

| were rejected by the Minister of Justice
| as “interference in the internal affairs of
| Peru”.

In February the computerized Registro
Nacional de Detenidos, National Register
of Detainees, a measure designed to help
prevent “disappearances”, came into oper-
ation. However, by the end of 1994 the
register covered only areas in and around
the urban centres of Lima, Ayacucho and
Tarapoto.

In April the government excluded the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(icrc) from a battle zone in the Alto Hua-
llaga region of the department of Hudnuco
The exclusion order was justified as a
measure to protect the safety of icrc deleg
ates. However, this meant that the ICRC
could not promptly and effectively invest-
igate allegations emanating from the area
of gross human rights violations by the
army. Also in April, the government used
its majority in Congress to approve a mo-
tion criticizing the “irresponsible way” in
which the cNDDHH made these allegations
public.

In August the government established
the National Human Rights Council, “a
multisectoral body responsible for promo-
tion, coordination, dissemination and ad-
visory services for the protection and
exercise of the fundamental rights of the
individual”. In November the Ley de
Arrepentimiento, Repentance Law, was
abolished. This exempted suspects of ter-
rorism-related offences from prosecution
and commuted the sentence of those con-
victed, in exchange for information lead-
ing to the arrest of other suspects. The
Repentance Law had been widely criti-
cized by independent human rights organ-
izations for allowing uncorroborated
evidence to be used by the courts to s€
cure the conviction of political prisoners.

No investigation into the alleged exist-
ence of a “death squad” within the Na&
tional Intelligence Service was known 10
have been initiated by the end of year (se€
Amnesty International Report 1994).

In November the UN Committee against
Torture criticized the Government of Pert
for not implementing legislative, admin-
istrative and judicial measures which
conform to standards enshrined in the
Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment Of
Punishment, ratified by Peru in 1988.

By the end of the year 25 prisoners of

conscience, and at least 255 possible pris’
oners of conscience, continued to be hel

on terrorism-related charges. For example:
in September Marfa Elena Foronda an

Oscar Dfaz Barboza, both environmentd
activists, were detained and charged with
“terrorism”. They were prisoners of co™
science. The charges were based on uf
corroborated accusations against them bY
a prisoner who made use of the Repe™
tance Law.

o




Prisoners of conscience Pelagia Salcedo
Pizarro and her husband Juan Carlos
Chuchén Zea were detained in December
1992 by the police and allegedly forced
under torture to admit to storing explo-
Sives. In 1993 a military court sentenced
them to 30 years’ imprisonment for trea-
Son. Their sentence was subsequently up-
held by the Supreme Council of Military
Justice,

In August the Supreme Court of Justice
annulled the 20-year sentences passed on
Prisoners of conscience Rémulo Mori

valeta and Wagner Cruz Mori (see Am-
Resty International Report 1994). Follow-
Ing this decision, the prisoners were
Teleased in November after being absolved
by the Lambayeque High Court.

Eighteen prisoners of conscience were
Teleased during the year. Among them
Wwere Juan José Chol4n Ramfrez (see Am-
Nesty International Report 1994) and his
Cousin, César Ramfrez Yalta.

Thousands of political prisoners
Charged with terrorism-related offences
Were held pending trial or were brought

e_fore secret civilian and military courts,

Using procedures which fell far short of
INternational standards. Defence lawyers
Were prohibited from calling as witnesses
Members of the security forces involved in
the detention and interrogation of the ac-
Cused and all trials, whether under civil-
'an or military jurisdiction, continued to
€held in camera.

According to their defence lawyer, twin
brothers Rodolfo Gerbert and Rodolfo
D}.’nnik Asencios, charged in April 1992
With terrorism-related offences under arti-
Cles 319 and 320 of the Peruvian Criminal

ode, were absolved of the charges by an
®Xamining judge. However, they were
*ach subsequently sentenced to 10 years’
‘mprisonment by a high court for offences
efined in articles 321 and 322. These
"ew charges were not, as required by law,
Xamined by a lower court. In September
1993, following an appeal, the Supreme
ourt of Justice upheld the charges and
Sentences.
g Thousands of political prisoners were
OfCed to wait for unduly long periods be-
Ore their trials began. For example, in Oc-
Ober 1994 Sybila Arredondo Guevara was
Sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment for
rrorism-related offences, after waiting
Over foyr years in jail for her trial to open.
Torture and ill-treatment were reported

to have been inflicted by the security
forces on most prisoners suspected of ter-
rorism-related offences. The government
acknowledged in February that “agents of
the State resort to [torture]”.

In March Francisco Alejos Murillo and
three other leaders of an independent civil
defence patrol in Sihuas, department of
Ancash, were detained and reportedly tor-
tured by members of the army and the
police. After 10 days in incommunicado
military detention, the four were trans-
ferred into the custody of the police. One
of the leaders was immediately released.
According to Francisco Alejos’ statement,
he was tortured, first by army personnel
and then by the police, to force him to
admit to being a member of the MRTA.
Three months later a court uncondition-
ally released him and the two other de-
tainees. In April Ulises Espinoza Sdnchez,
governor for the district of Chavin de Pari-
arca, Huamalies province, Hudnuco de-
partment, was detained by members of the
army and reportedly “brutally beaten”.
The governor had been processing com-
plaints by local people of thieving and
looting by army patrols. In both these
cases, complaints of torture were filed
with the authorities, but by the end of
the year those responsible had not been
brought to justice.

No further progress was reported in ju-
dicial investigations into the deaths in
military custody in 1993 of Alberto Cali-
puy Valverde and Rosenda Yauri Ramos.
Prisoner of conscience Juan Abelardo
Mallea Tomailla was released in April, but
allegations that he had been tortured
while in police custody remained unre- |
solved (see Amnesty International Report
1994).

At least 10 “disappearances” were re-
ported. On 19 March Jorge Pérez Ro-
drfguez and Eloy Escudero Dominguez
reportedly “disappeared” following their
detention by members of the marines in
Puerto Inca, province of Atayala, Ucayalli
department. In late January a list of 55
people who “disappeared” in the custody
of the security forces in the department of
Hudnuco between January and November
1993 was issued by a senior prosecutor to
the Attorney General. In the light of this
new information, claims made by the gov-
ernment that “disappearances” had signif-
icantly diminished in 1993 were called
into question.
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Extrajudicial executions by the security
forces continued to be reported. For exam-
ple, in January Victor Ramfrez Arias was
reported to have been extrajudicially exe-
cuted by an army officer near Lima. Sepa-
rate investigations into this incident were
initiated by military and civil courts. By
the end of the year the Supreme Court
of Justice had yet to rule which of these
courts should have jurisdiction over the
case.

In April the army was alleged to have
extrajudicially executed 31 peasants in
three separate incidents during a major of-
fensive launched against pcp strongholds
located on the left bank of the Alto Hua-
llaga, in Hudnuco department. In the wake
of the allegations, representatives of the
military and of the Congressional Human
Rights and Pacification Commission
claimed that human rights violations dur-
ing the operation could not be ruled out.
The results of separate investigations initi-
ated by the military, Congress and an ad
hoc prosecutor had not been made public
by the end of the year.

In February the Supreme Court of Just-
ice, in a decision which was widely re-
garded as having been politically dictated
by the executive and the military, voted in
favour of the La Cantuta case being re-
solved under the jurisdiction of a military
court. In the wake of this decision, nine
members of the army linked to the case
were convicted and sentenced by the
Supreme Council of Military Justice to
terms of imprisonment ranging between
one and 20 years for the illegal killing
of a professor and nine students in 1992.
However, one civilian and at least 10
high-ranking officers accused by dissident
military officers and human rights defend-
ers of being implicated in the case were
never investigated by an independent ju-
dicial body.

In September the Supreme Court of
Justice upheld the convictions of five po-
lice officers sentenced in November 1993
for the unlawful killings of brothers Rafael
and Emilio Gémez Paquiyauri and student
Freddy Rodrfguez Pighi (see Amnesty In-
ternational Reports 1992 and 1994).

The pcp continued to carry out a policy
of deliberate and arbitrary killings against
civilians. According to a report by an indi-
genous organization, on 27 March one boy
and seven men from the community of
Alto Chichineri, Satipo province, depart-

ment of Junin, were detained, tortured and
then killed by members of the pcp. On 20
June David Alberto Chacaliaza, an activist
in the shanty town of Huaycén, on the
outskirts of Lima, was shot dead in full
view of witnesses. The killing was widely
attributed to the pcp.

Amnesty International appealed to the
authorities on numerous occasions to re-
lease all prisoners of conscience immedi-
ately and unconditionally and to bring
anti-terrorism legislation into line with in-
ternational human rights standards. The
organization also called on the authorities
to investigate thoroughly all human rights
violations, and to ensure that those re-
sponsible were brought to justice before
civilian courts.

In March Amnesty International noted
the conviction of nine members of the
army in the La Cantuta case. However, the
organization expressed concern that other
high-ranking officers and one civilian
implicated in the killing had not been
investigated by an independent judicial
authority.

In April the Minister of Justice rejected
Amnesty International’s request for talks
with President Fujimori and other high-
level authorities, on the grounds that “we
are not prepared to discuss matters which
are internal to the country”. In the event,
talks were held in May with the presid-
ents of Congress and of the Congressional
Human Rights and Pacification Commis-
sion. The President of Congress told the
delegation that the government would be
setting up a “commission of notable ju-
rists” to review alleged miscarriages of
justice in terrorism-related cases. How-
ever, by the end of year no such commis-
sion appeared to be in operation.

Amnesty International wrote in May to
President Fujimori expressing grave con-
cern about extrajudicial executions re-
ported to have taken place in the Alto
Huallaga during April. The organization
recommended that the Public Ministry
name an ad hoc prosecutor to investigate
the allegations, and that a presidential
commission of notables be appointed to
ensure the impartiality and independence
of the investigations.

In November the organization pub-
lished a report, Peru: Amnesty Interna-
tional’s concerns about torture and
illtreatment. The report urged the govern-
ment to take all measures necessary for




the prevention and eradication of torture.

In an oral statement to the un Commis-
sion on Human Rights in February Am-
nesty International included reference to
its concerns in Peru.

PHILIPPINES

At least 43 people were victims of appar-
ent extrajudicial executions and several
“disappearances” were reported. Some
political prisoners were released, but al-
most 300 remained in detention, among
them possible prisoners of conscience.
There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment of suspected government op-
ponents. Twenty-two people were
sentenced to death but no executions
were carried out. Armed opposition
groups committed human rights abuses.

The government continued to face
armed opposition from the New People’s
Army (NpA), the armed wing of the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines (ccp); and
from groups seeking independence for
predominantly Muslim areas of Min-
danao. Armed opposition groups commit-
ted abuses, including deliberate and
arbitrary killings.

Peace negotiations between the govern-
ment and opposition groups continued.
Talks with the National Democratic Front,
representing the Npa, took place in Octo-
ber, but broke down after two days over
security guarantees. Talks with the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF) in Jakarta
led to limited agreement, and were to be
fesumed in 1995.

Two amnesty proclamations were is-
sued by President Fidel Ramos in March.

PERU/PHILIPPINES |

criminal acts committed in pursuit of po-
litical objectives, and soldiers or police
involved in coup attempts or who had
committed crimes during counter-insur-
gency operations. After widespread pro-
test, President Ramos amended the second
proclamation in May to exclude perpet-
rators of “serious” human rights violations.

The government announced that the
transfer of counter-insurgency functions
from the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(aFpP) to the Philippine National Police
(pNP), expected in 1993, would not be im-
plemented in areas of Mindanao, Suluy,
Tawi-Tawi, the Cordillera, Southern Taga-
log, Bicol, Panay and Samar in 1994 or
1995. In March a report by the official
Commission on Human Rights (CHR)
named the pPNP in 43 per cent of com-
plaints filed in 1993. Senior pNP officials
said they would investigate the allega-
tions. The official militia, the Citizens’
Armed Forces Geographical Units (CAFGU),
were also accused of human rights viola-
tions during counter-insurgency opera-
tions. Some CAFGU companies were
reportedly deactivated during the year.

Effective investigation of alleged hu-
man rights violations and related prosecu-
tions continued to be obstructed by
security forces. Methods used included
threats and intimidation of witnesses,
complainants, lawyers and judges; and re-
fusal of access to information or military
premises. Court proceedings were charac-
terized by cumbersome, lengthy proced-
ures, as were investigations by the CHRr.

At least 43 people were victims of
apparent extrajudicial executions by gov-
ernment and government-backed forces.
Among those killed were former political
prisoners and criminal suspects. Rural
dwellers in militarized zones were also at-
tacked and those killed included the very
young and the elderly. For example, An-
tonio Pacis, a former political prisoner,
and his wife were riding to their farm in
Isabela province in February when they
were shot dead, reportedly by cAFGU mem-
bers.

Two CAFGU members were arrested and
charged with murder in connection with
the 1993 killing of Chris Batan, a human
rights worker (see Amnesty International
Report 1994). One reportedly “escaped”,
however, and despite numerous court
hearings the case apparently had not been

Those eligible were prisoners detained for | resolved by the end of the year.
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“Disappearances” continued to be re-
ported. In several cases detentions were
acknowledged by the authorities after
some weeks or months. However, the
whereabouts of a man known as “Jun”,
who “disappeared” after being abducted
by the security forces in May, remained
unclear at the end of the year. The where-
abouts of the majority who have gone
missing remained unknown. The bodies of
three people who “disappeared” in 1990
were recovered in May. Ernesto Biasong,
Ladislao Pillones and Wilfredo Villaruz
had reportedly been abducted by members
of a military-backed vigilante group in
Negros Occidental.

Some political prisoners were released
but an estimated 291 others, including
possible prisoners of conscience, re-
mained in detention at the end of 1994.
Most were accused of supporting armed
opposition groups and charged with crim-
inal offences. Among those held were
Juanito Itaas and Donato Continente, sen-
tenced to life imprisonment in 1991 for
the killing of an army colonel from the
usa. Both signed “confessions” said to
have been extracted under duress.

There were reports of torture or ill-
treatment of political suspects. Eddie
Donos, arrested in June and accused of
taking part in an ambush of a company of
soldiers, was reportedly beaten and threat-
ened with a gun during interrogation.

The death penalty, restored in 1993 for
a wide range of crimes, was imposed on
22 people, the majority after conviction for
rape or murder. No executions were repor-
ted during the year.

Deliberate and arbitrary killings were
reportedly carried out by armed opposi-
tion groups. In January the NPA released a
list of 345 individuals targeted for “execu-
tion”. Leopoldo Mabilangan, a former NpA
commander, was shot dead in April for
supposed “heinous crimes”. In Mindanao
the Abu Sayyaf group abducted 74 people
in June. The majority were quickly re-
leased, but 15 were killed and a Roman
Catholic priest was held for two months
before being released unharmed.

Throughout the year Amnesty Inter-
national appealed to the government to
conduct independent and impartial in-
vestigations into all apparent extrajudicial
executions and “disappearances” and
called for those responsible to be brought

prisoners of conscience and for political
prisoners to be given fair trials or released.
It urged the government to commute all
death sentences. It appealed to opposition
groups not to commit human rights ab-
uses.

POLAND

At least five conscientious objectors were
imprisoned for refusing to perform milit-
ary service and were prisoners of con-
science. Two people were sentenced to
death.

In September the National Assembly
began debating seven draft constitutions
submitted for consideration by various po-
litical parties, the President, the Senate
and the trade union Solidarity.

During the year suspected perpetrators
of human rights violations committed
after the imposition of martial law in 1981
were brought to trial. In April a trial re-
sumed in Wroctaw of three former police
officers accused of killing three Solidarity
supporters in Lublin in August 1982 (see
Amnesty International Report 1983). In
June six former security service agents
went on trial for the kidnapping and tor-
ture of Janusz Krupski in 1983. In Septem-
ber Czestaw Kiszczak, former Interior
Minister, went on trial for allowing riot
police squads to use firearms, causing the
death of nine miners at Wujek colliery,
near Katowice, in December 1981 (see
Amnesty International Report 1982).

Five conscientious objectors to military
service were conditionally released after

serving more than half their sentences, |
which were imposed in 1993 (see Amt- |

nesty International Report 1994). Dariusz

to justice. It called for the release of all | Matczak was released in March, Tomasz
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Jarosik in May and Robert Cygan was re-
leased in June.

One person was sentenced to death for
murder in June and another in November.

Amnesty International called for the re-
lease of prisoners of conscience. The or-
ganization also called on the authorities to
commute the death sentences and to abol-
ish the death penalty.

PORTUGAL

There were further allegations of torture
and ill-treatment by law enforcement offi-
cers. Judicial inquiries into such allega-
tions were very slow but a few trials of
law enforcement officers accused of ill-
treatment were held during the year.

In July the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture (ECPT), established
under the European Convention for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or De-
grading Treatment or Punishment to ex-
amine the treatment of people deprived of
their liberty, published its report on its
visit to Portugal in January 1992 and the
government's response.

The Committee reported that its delega-
tion had heard “numerous detailed allega-
tions of ill-treatment” inflicted by officers
of all three law enforcement agencies:
Policia Judicidria (p)), Judicial Police; Po-
licia de Seguranga Publica (psp), Public
Security Police; and Guarda Nacional
Republicana (GNR), Republican National
Guard. The most common form of ill-treat-
ment alleged was physical assault, includ-
ing kicks, punches and blows with pistol
butts. The delegation’s medical expert ex-
.amined several people who had com-
plained of ill-treatment and recorded that
some of them displayed physical injuries
consistent with their allegations. On the
basis of all the information received, the
ECPT concluded that the ill-treatment of
detainees was a “relatively common phe-
Nomenon”.

In the government's response, dated
October 1993, the Minister of the Interior,
responsible for the psp and GNR, com-
mented that the ECPT's conclusions on
ill-treatment appeared “manifestly excess-
lve”, He maintained that when officers
who ill-treated people were identified

| they were “invariably severely punished”.
The Minister of Justice, responsible for the

T
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P, said that he had no knowledge of com-
plaints about acts of aggression or torture
brought against his officers in the past two
years. However, at the end of the year
the Ombudsman was still conducting the
investigation, which he had announced
in December 1992, into 32 complaints
against the p. Many of them were com-
plaints of the use of violence by the pj
received by the Ombudsman in the pre-
ceding 23 months (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994).

There were further allegations of ill-
treatment, some of them relating to previ-
ous years. Long delays were reported in
inquiries into such allegations. In March
Carlos Rebelo complained to the Ombuds-
man that the judicial authorities had failed
to investigate his allegation of ill-treat-
ment by the pl. He had been arrested in
March 1993 in connection with investiga-
tions into bank robberies. He claimed that
p] officers had beaten him severely in a
Lisbon police station. When he appeared
in court, the judge remanded him in cus-
tody and ordered that he be taken to hos-
pital and a report made on his injuries.
Instead the officers took him to a police
station where a doctor recorded minor in-
juries. After repeated requests by his fam-
ily and a delay he was x-rayed and found
to have five fractured ribs. Because of the
delay, his other injuries, such as cuts and
bruises, had healed. He alleged that al-
though he had complained of ill-treatment
immediately after his arrest, it was not
until June 1993 that the prosecutor re-
quested documents relating to his treat-
ment. These were then supposedly sent
for investigation by the police. Carlos Re-
belo said that he was subsequently in-
formed that the documentation could not
be found by the police. A new inquiry into
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his allegations was opened during the year.

In April the Faro prosecutor charged
four psp officers with insulting and physic-
ally injuring a pj officer. In June 1993 the
psp officers had reportedly stopped the pj
officer from entering a party because he
was wearing a motor-cycle helmet. When
he persisted, claiming official status, it
was reported that the psp officers on duty
kicked and punched him in front of wit-
nesses. The p) officer and a witness, who
was apparently also attacked, were taken
in handcuffs to the police station. They al-
leged they were further ill-treated on the
way to and inside the station. The pj of-
ficer was charged with verbally insulting
the psp officers.

In November, three trials of 12 GNR
officers accused of assaulting civilians
opened in the Second Military Tribunal in
Lisbon. Seven officers were charged with
seriously assaulting Francisco Carretas
and a friend in February 1992 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1994). The
court suspended the hearing until March
1995 because one of the accused officers
did not appear. The court also tried five
officers in two other, separate, cases of as-
sault. Two defendants were sentenced to
seven and nine months’ imprisonment re-
spectively. However, the sentences were
not enforced as both officers had already
been pardoned by an amnesty in 1991.
The three other officers were acquitted.

Amnesty International urged the au-
thorities to ensure that all allegations of
torture and ill-treatment were promptly
and thoroughly investigated and that
those responsible were brought to justice.

QATAR

The judicial punishment of flogging con-
tinued to be applied. One case was re-
ported during the year.

A British national, Gavin Sherrard-
Smith, was sentenced to 50 lashes and
six months’ imprisonment by an Islamic
Court in February on charges of selling al-
cohol. He was reportedly denied access to
a lawyer and his sentence was upheld by
the Court of Appeal in March. The 50
lashes were carried out in secret in May.

No information was received about two
prisoners of conscience, M.V. Babu and
Samuel Philip, who were arrested in Janu-

ary 1993 for allegedly holding an unau-
thorized Christian prayer meeting (see
Amnesty International Report 1994). In
March 1993 the authorities stated that a
decision to deport the two men, both In-
dian nationals, “was taken in view of the
breach of Qatari Visa Law No. 3 of 1963".
At the end of 1994 it was still not clear
whether or not they had been deported.

Amnesty International appealed in
April to the Amir of Qatar, al-Shaikh
Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al Thani, to exercise
clemency by commuting the punishment
of lashes, which the organization consid-
ers to be cruel, inhuman and degrading. It
urged the authorities to replace this pun-
ishment in law by other more humane
punishments. No response was received.

ROMANIA

At least three prisoners of conscience
were held. Three Roma were arbitrarily
detained, apparently because of their eth-
nic origin. There were reports of torture
and ill-treatment by the police.

In February the Senate adopted a draft
law for the revision of the Penal Code. The
debate on this law in the Chamber of
Deputies lasted throughout the year. Some
of the adopted amendments imposed even
greater restrictions on the right to freedom
of expression than before. These con-
cerned: dissemination of false news, of-
fences against insignia, defamation of
the state or nation, offences against the
authorities and “outrage”. An adopted
amendment to Article 200, paragraph 1,
was ambiguous and could lead to the
imprisonment of homosexuals solely for

i




engaging in private consensual sexual re-
lations between adults. In December, how-
ever, the Chamber of Deputies rejected the
draft law as a whole and returned it for a
second debate to the Senate.

In March Council of Europe rappor-
teurs visited Romania to evaluate the
human rights situation as well as the im-
plementation of recommendations made
on Romania’s admission to the organiza-
tion. They concluded that not all the
obligations Romania had accepted had
been honoured and recommended contin-
ued monitoring.

In July the Constitutional Court ruled
that Article 200, paragraph 1, of the Penal
Code was unconstitutional “to the extent
to which it applies to sexual relations be-
tween adults of the same sex, freely con-
summated, not committed in public or not
causing public scandal”. The decision,
however, had not come into force by the
end of the year.

Some of those suspected of perpetrat-
ing human rights violations in the past
were brought to trial. In May a former se-
curity service investigator was arrested
and charged with illegally detaining four
Mminors in 1989 for handing out leaflets
Opposing the then President Nicolae
Ceaugescu. In June three army officers
charged with the killing of 50 cadets and
civilians at Otopeni airport on 23 Decem-
ber 1989 were brought to trial. Relatives
and airport staff who were called as
witnesses said they had received death
threats and that they feared reprisals if the
accused were convicted. The defendants
Temained free.

In November the intelligence service,
Serviciul Romadn de Informatii, in its an-
nual report on national security referred to

ROMANIA

the human rights monitoring work of cer-
tain independent Roma organizations as
destabilizing and unconstitutional.

In June Romania ratified the European
Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. In Oc-
tober it ratified the European Convention
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

People continued to be imprisoned
solely because of their homosexuality;
they were prisoners of conscience. Cosmin
Hutanu, who was convicted under Article
200, paragraph 1, of the Penal Code and
had begun serving a 14-month prison sen-
tence in July 1993 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994), was conditionally
released in March. Three other men con-
victed under the same law were serving
concurrent sentences for other crimes.
More information came to light during the
year about imprisonments in 1993 under
Article 200, paragraph 1. Traian Pasca was
imprisoned solely under this charge for
nine months in 1993. This contradicted
information compiled by the Ministry of
Justice in November 1993.

Prosecutions for defaming state author-
ity, under Article 238, paragraph 1, of the
Penal Code, led to people being impris-
oned for peacefully exercising their right
to freedom of expression. In September
lonel Buzoianu was released after 18
months in detention in Bucharest, the cap-
ital, pending trial. He had been charged in
March 1993 for writing a slogan on his car
accusing the police of corruption. At the
end of the year his trial was continuing.
In February Nicolae Andrei, a journalist
in Craiova, was detained for five days
for publishing an article which was con-
sidered defamatory of the President, lon
Iliescu. The case was still under invest-
igation at the end of the year. Both men
were considered prisoners of conscience.

The enforcement of the law on misde-
meanours (Law 61/91) also led to appar-
ently arbitrary political detentions. There
was concern that this law was used to in-
timidate some people who complained
about ill-treatment by law enforcement of-
ficers. Police harassment of Emil Macau, a
Rom, reportedly began in August 1993
and was apparently motivated by his eth-
nic origin. On 17 April after returning
from Bucharest, where he had complained
on several occasions to the Parliament-
ary Commission for Human Rights, Emil
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Macdu and his brother Virgil were arres-
ted by four officers in a shop in Victoria,
Bragov County. Emil. Macau was report-
edly beaten while two officers held his
brother with a gun to his chin. They were
then taken to Fagiras and charged under
Law 61/91 with disturbing the public
peace because “their arrest caused indig-
nation to around 200 people who had
gathered in front of the shop”. Emil Macéu
was sentenced to two months’ imprison-
ment and Virgil Macdu to 40 days. Their
motion for a new trial was rejected by two
judges of the same court which had tried
them earlier.

In November 1993 Maria Moldovan,
also a Rom, was ordered to pay a fine
under Law 61/91 for “shouting that her
son had been beaten”. She appealed to the
Tirgu Mureg Court and a hearing had been
set for 26 August. However, the same
court issued an arrest warrant for Maria
Moldovan, converting the fine into 33
days’ imprisonment. She was arrested on
15 June and released two days later, ap-
parently after the authorities recognized
that a judicial error had been committed.
In October the court rejected her appeal.

There were other reports of ill-treat-
ment of Roma by police officers. In April
Valentin Laca went to the police station in
Valea Largd to complain about a fine that
he had been given. He was reportedly
beaten and kicked by an official and two
police officers.

Government investigations into ill-
treatment of Roma by law enforcement of-
ficers and acts of racist violence were slow
and appeared not to have been thorough
or impartial. No one was prosecuted for a
violent attack by soldiers on Roma in
Bucharest in 1992 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). In November the Gen-
eral Prosecutor stated that the soldiers had
been provoked and had “spontaneously
beat Roma with rubber truncheons”. He
considered the decision of the Military
Prosecutor not to charge anyone to be
legally justified. There was also no pro-
secution of anyone involved in racist viol-
ence in Hadareni in September 1993,
when two Roma had been killed and one
burned to death (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). Three police officers
from the village were “reprimanded and
reassigned”. One of them was transferred
to Valea Largd, a village in the same
county, where he was allegedly involved

in the ill-treatment of Valentin Laca.

There were many other reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment by the police. In July
Gabriela-loana Gavrila was arrested by
two police officers in front of her apart-
ment in Bucharest. They reportedly
twisted her hands and kicked her in the
abdomen causing her to fall to the ground.
She was then punched in the back and on
the head and pulled into the lift. At the
prosecutor’s office she was questioned
about the business affairs of a private firm
where she was employed. A medical ex-
amination later that day confirmed that
she had been beaten.

In November, in Galati, two journalists
and a female city councillor who were in-
vestigating the operation of a firm which
removed illegally parked vehicles were
beaten by the firm’s manager and four em-
ployees in the presence of two police offi-

| cers who reportedly did not intervene to

protect them.

A number of investigations into police
abuses were completed. Two police offi-
cers were charged with illegal detention
and abusive conduct towards Viorel Baciu
in 1988 (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1992 and 1994). Viorel Baciu was
released from Botosani penitentiary in
September following a presidential par-
don. However, most of the other police of-
ficers considered responsible for abusive
conduct were subjected only to disciplin-
ary measures or fines; as in the case of two
officers involved in the torture of Andrei
Zanopol (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994).

Amnesty International urged members
of parliament throughout the year to en-
sure that the revised Penal Code was con-
sistent with Romania’s legal obligations
under international human rights treaties.
In March Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Romania: Criminal law re-
form on the wrong track. The organization
also expressed concern about the deten-
tion and prosecution of journalist Nicolae
Andrei. In May it called for an impartial
review of the case against Emil and Virgil
Macau. In June Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern about the detention of
Maria Moldovan. Amnesty International
also repeatedly called forreports of torture
and ill-treatment to be investigated and
those responsible brought to justice.

The Romanian authorities responded
giving information about investigations




into reports of torture and ill-treatment
and about the prosecution of suspected
perpetrators of human rights abuses. In
April Amnesty International was informed
that the investigation into the deaths of
Andrei Frumuganu and Aurica Cr3in-
iceanu (see Amnesty International Reports
1993 and 1994) had still not been com-
pleted. In July the government informed
Amnesty International that Viorel Horia
(see Amnesty International Reports 1992
to 1994) had been found, that he had left
home of his own volition and had never
been detained.

USSI

There were numerous allegations of ill-
treatment in detention. Conditions in
some pre-trial prisons amounted to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment. At least
125 people were sentenced to death, and
three people were executed. The death
Penalty was abolished for four offences.
There were reports of inadequate legal
Protection for asylum-seekers.

Inaugural sessions for both houses in
the new bicameral legislature were held in
January. That month the lower house, the
State Duma, appointed Sergey Kovalyov, a
former prisoner of conscience, to the new
post of parliamentary Ombudsman for
Human Rights. However, legislation estab-
lishing this post had not been adopted by
the end of the year and Sergey Kovalyov
exercised his functions through his exist-
ing position as chairman of the presiden-
tial Commission on Human Rights. In
April the State Duma created a committee
to investigate human rights violations in
Pre-trial detention.

In December Russian troops entered
the self-proclaimed Chechen Republic-
Ichkeriya, an area in the south of the
country which had declared itself inde-
Pendent in 1991. Hundreds were killed in
subsequent fighting.

ROMANIA/RUSSIA

The leaders of parliamentary opposi-
tion to President Boris Yeltsin who were
detained after violent events in Moscow in
October 1993 (see Amnesty International
Report 1994) were freed under an amnesty
declared by the State Duma in February.
The amnesty also covered leaders of an at-
tempted coup in 1991.

In July the death penalty was abolished
for four offences: terrorist acts, terrorist
acts against a representative of a foreign
state, sabotage and counterfeiting.

Although the right of conscientious ob-
jectors to a civilian alternative to compul-
sory military service had been enshrined
in the Constitution since April 1992, par-
liament again failed to introduce the nec-
essary enabling legislation or to amend the
criminal code to reflect the constitutional
provision. Young men continued to risk
imprisonment for refusing their call-up
papers on grounds of conscience, and
often had to initiate legal action them-
selves to avoid prosecution for evading
conscription. Religious pacifist Pavel
Zverev, for example, brought a civil action
against the conscription board which had
refused his request for alternative service.
On 14 April a Moscow court ruled in his
favour, in what was believed to be the first
successful such action. Other conscien-
tious objectors were prosecuted, although
none was known to have been impris-
oned. Jehovah's Witness Oleg Khmelnit-
sky, for example, was acquitted by a
Moscow court on 19 May after the judge
gave precedence to the Constitution over
the criminal code.

Reports of ill-treatment in detention
continued. In a July report on human
rights observance, the chairman of the
presidential Human Rights Commission
condemned the penitentiary system for al-
lowing regular and gross violations, and
said beatings were widespread. Lack of
effective supervision, he reported, meant
that many violations were not investigated
and that the guilty were not brought to
justice.

In one instance that came to light, pris-
oner Sergey Osintsev alleged that he and
other prisoners in solitary confinement
cells at corrective labour colony YaP 17/1
in Stavropol Territory were assaulted on
12 April by special troops brought in to
search the premises. He reported that the
prisoners were forced to take off their
clothes and then were severely beaten and
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kicked by the troops, who were said to
have wound elastic bandages round their
hands in order not to leave visible marks.
Sergey Osintsev further alleged that the
troops threatened to return and kill him if
he lodged an official complaint (as he had
done following a similar incident in Sep-
tember 1993).

Conditions for those detained in many
of the country’s pre-trial prisons remained
appalling. Gross overcrowding (the presid-
ential Human Rights Commission reported
that 76 per cent of the country’s 177 such
institutions were overcrowded) meant
thousands of prisoners on remand were
held in filthy, malodorous, pest-ridden
cells with inadequate light and ventila-
tion. Tens of thousands had no individual
beds, having to sleep in two or three
shifts, often without bedding. Insanitary
conditions facilitated the spread of para-
sitic and infectious illnesses. Prisoners’
health was further undermined by fre-
quently inadequate food and medical sup-
plies and by oppressively hot and humid
conditions in summer which, according to
the presidential Human Rights Commis-
sion, presented a “real threat to life and
health from oxygen starvation”. Some
prisoners had waited years in such condi-
tions for their cases to come to court.
Speaking of two such prisons in Moscow,
the uN Special Rapporteur on torture, who
visited in July, said: “The senses of smell,
touch, taste and sight are repulsively as-
sailed. The conditions are cruel, inhuman
and degrading; they are torturous”.

Statistics became available on the ap-
plication of the death penalty in 1993 and
the first half of 1994. Two hundred and
twenty-five people were sentenced to
death in 1993, 123 death sentences were
commuted to life imprisonment by Presid-
ent Yeltsin, and three people were exe-
cuted. From January to June 1994, 125
people were sentenced to death, the Pres-
ident commuted 143 death sentences, and
three people were executed. All execu-
tions were for premeditated, aggravated
murder.

It was unlikely that these figures in-
cluded eight men under sentence of death
in the Chechen Republic-Ichkeriya. In Au-
gust it was reported that five of the men
faced execution after exhausting the territ-
ory’s appeals process. However, armed
conflict in the area made information gath-
ering difficult and the men’s situation re-

mained uncertain at the end of the year.

On 17 December, six men and four
women were said to have been shot dead
by Russian troops while trying to flee
fighting in the Chechen Republic. Accord-
ing to one account, after seven vehicles
from a convoy of 10 had passed through
a checkpoint near the village of Nes-
terovskoye, troops opened fire on the last
three cars. Survivors alleged that troops
fired without warning and continued fir-
ing on those seeking to escape. Official
Russian sources confirmed that a number
of deaths took place but said that the
troops had opened fire in self-defence. An
investigation was announced.

Reports were received that some asy-
lum-seekers were not granted effective
protection against forcible return to coun-
tries where they risked falling victim to
human rights violations. For example, 20
Afghans who were said to have links with
the former communist government of
Afghanistan, and were therefore afraid of
returning, were arrested on 8 August in
the Krasnodar Territory and forcibly ex-
pelled via Uzbekistan to Afghanistan.
Other asylum-seekers reported being sub-
jected by the police to harassment, threats
of deportation, extortion and confiscation
of identity documents issued to them by
the un High Commissioner for Refugees.

Amnesty International submitted infor-
mation about its concerns regarding ill-
treatment in detention and conditions in
pre-trial prisons to the uN Special Rappor-
teur on torture, who visited Russia in July.
Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the authorities to investigate
swiftly and impartially all allegations of
ill-treatment, with the results made public
and any perpetrators brought to justice.
The organization also called for immedi-
ate improvements to conditions in pre-
trial prisons.

Amnesty International welcomed the
reduction in the scope of the death pen-
alty, and President Yeltsin's wide exercise
of his right to pardon, but throughout the
year continued to urge the authorities to
commute all death sentences and to take
further steps towards total abolition.

Amnesty International called on the au-
thorities to ensure that no asylum-seekers
were returned to countries where they
could face human rights violations, and to
ensure the effective protection of asylum-
seekers by establishing fair and satisfactory



asylum procedures which meet interna-
tional standards. In October the Foreign
Ministry replied that the establishment of
procedures on determining refugee status
had begun, although they were progress-
ing slowly. The Ministry also reported
that President Yeltsin had ordered a re-
view of instructions to officials governing
the return of asylum-seekers.

Amnesty International called on all
parties to the conflict in the Chechen Re-
public-Ichkeriya to protect all non-com-
batants in accordance with international
humanitarian and human rights law. The
organization urged the authorities to en-
sure that the investigation into the deaths
reported near the village of Nesterovskoye
was comprehensive and impartial, with
the results made public and anyone found
responsible for human rights violations
brought to justice.

RWANDA

In a genocidal attack on the minority
Tutsi ethnic group, over half a million
people were massacred by soldiers and
militias loyal to President Juvénal Hab-
yarimana after he was killed in April.
More than one million Rwandese fled the
country, either to escape the slaughter or
fearing reprisal killings by the Tutsi-
dominated Rwandese Patriotic Front
(rpF), which took over the country and
formed a new government in July. RPF
soldiers also carried out unlawful killings
and other abuses.

In the first three months of 1994, the
government of President Habyarimana de-
layed implementing the peace accord it
had signed with the rebel reF in 1993 (see
Amnesty International Report 1994). Sup-

RUSSIA/RWANDA

porters of the former ruling party, the
Mouvement républicain national pour la
démocratie et le développement (MRND),
Republican National Movement for Demo-
cracy and Development, and its ally, the
Coalition pour la défense de la République
(LbR), Coalition for the Defence of the Re-
public, continued to carry out violent at-
tacks on supporters of opposition parties
which supported the peace accord. The
MRND and the security forces were domi-
nated by the majority Hutu ethnic group.
The cDR was an exclusively Hutu political
party.

On 6 April President Habyarimana was
killed (together with President Cyprien
Ntaryamira of Burundi) when his plane
was hit by a rocket. An interim govern-
ment led by the former speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly, Théodore Sindikubwabo,
was established. The interim government
blamed the killing of President Habyari-
mana on the RPF and on Belgian troops
serving with the un Assistance Mission for
Rwanda (UNAMIR) peace-keeping force, al-
though government soldiers were widely
believed to be responsible.

Within hours of the President’s death,
members of the security forces and MRND
and cDR supporters began an orchestrated
campaign of killings. Most of the victims
were Tutsi, but Hutu who opposed the
killings or supported sharing power with
the rRPF were also targeted. There were
massacres in all parts of the country: only
areas effectively controlled by the RpF
were spared the worst of the carnage.

The massacres were systematic,
planned and condoned at the highest
level. Virtually all the killers belonged to
the majority Hutu ethnic group, particu-
larly the MRND militia known locally as In-
terahamwe (“They who attack together”).
Others belonged to the cDr and its militia
known locally as Impuzamugambi (“They
who have the same goal”). In the preced-
ing months, the militia, who from April
were collectively known as Interahamwe,
had been armed and prepared to kill virtu-
ally all Tutsi and Hutu government op-
ponents. Hundreds of known or suspected
RPF supporters, most of them Tutsi, and
some suspected Hutu RPF sympathizers,
including non-violent opposition leaders,
had been killed during the first quarter
of the year. Radio broadcasts, particularly
by the Radio-télévision libre des mille
collines owned by Hutu close to President
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Habyarimana, incited Hutu to genocide,
accusing all Tutsi of being enemies of the
Hutu and supporters of the rpF.

As a result of the massacres, more than
one million Rwandese fled to neighbour-
ing countries and the rRpF resumed an of-
fensive against government forces.

UNAMIRR troops largely failed to respond
to the massacres, although 10 Belgian UN-
AMRR soldiers were killed in an unsuc-
cessful attempt to defend Prime Minister
Agathe Uwilingiyimana when Rwandese
soldiers came to kill her. On 21 April the
UN Security Council decided to withdraw
about 2,000 members of its peace-keeping
force, leaving less than 500 in Rwanda. On
16 May the uN Security Council author-
ized the deployment of a force of 5,500
troops with an enlarged mandate to pro-
tect civilians at risk and to use force if
necessary. However, only a few hundred
had been deployed by the time the rRpF had
achieved a military victory and an Rrer-led
government was formed in mid-July. On
25 May a Special Session of the un Com-
mission on Human Rights was held to
consider Rwanda. It appointed a Special
Rapporteur to investigate human rights vi-
olations in Rwanda. On 22 June the UN au-
thorized France to send a 2,000-strong
force to southwestern Rwanda to protect
civilians from attacks by government
forces and militia as well as the Rpr.
French troops were replaced by UNAMIR in
late August. In August the uN also author-
ized the deployment of civilian human
rights investigators, but only around 80
out of about 150 promised had been de-
ployed by the end of the year.

By 19 July the rpF had taken control of
most of Rwanda and declared a new gov-
ernment of national unity. The new gov-
ernment was made up of representatives
of the rRpF and of four other political
parties. Both the President, Pasteur Biz-
imungu, and the Prime Minister, Faustin
Twagiramungu, were Hutu. The new gov-
ernment announced its intention of bring-
ing to justice all those who had ordered or
taken part in the massacres and in July of-
ficials said that they hoped to try up to
30,000 people, if necessary by creating
special courts. On 8 August the govern-
ment stated that it would agree to trials be-
fore an international tribunal which was
set up in November by the UN Security
Council.

When mass killings started in April,

some 300,000 refugees fled to neighbour-
ing countries, particularly Tanzania. As
the rPF took control of Rwanda, at least a
million more Hutu refugees fled abroad.
Conditions in the refugee camps were
atrocious: in Goma camp in Zaire up to
80,000 people died within weeks in a
cholera epidemic. There were numerous
killings of Tutsi refugees and Hutu by ex-
iled former government and security offi-
cials and by Hutu gangs in Tanzania and
Zaire.

In mid-September the un High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) stated that
the Rwandese Patriotic Army (RpA), the
armed wing of the rRpF which became
Rwanda’s national army in July, had car-
ried out numerous killings in the south-
east. UNHCR suspended repatriation of
refugees from neighbouring countries. UN-
AMIR sent soldiers to monitor the situation.
The government, which denied that its

' troops had been involved in any mas-

sacres, said it would cooperate with a uN
investigation team. The results of the in-
vestigation had not been published by the
end of the year.

The massacres started in the capital,
Kigali, and within days spread to the
whole country. The victims were sur-
rounded in their homes and villages.
Many were trapped and slaughtered in
public buildings such as churches and
hospitals where they had sought sanctu-
ary. Most killings were carried out with
traditional weapons, such as clubs and
machetes; the killers also used grenades
and firearms.

The initial targets in Kigali were Hutu
and Tutsi opposition leaders, human
rights activists and other prominent Tutsi.
The first reported victims were Prime
Minister Uwilingiyimana, several other
government ministers and the President of
the Cassation Court, Joseph Kavaruganda,
who were killed on 7 April by the Presid-
ential Guard. Human rights activists in-
cluding Fidele Kanyabugoyi, a Tutsi, and
Ignace Ruhatana, a Hutu, were rounded
up and killed. Several dozen journalists,
including Vincent Rwabukwisi, were also
killed.

Soldiers then attacked a Roman
Catholic centre in Kigali and killed about
17 Tutsi, mostly priests and nuns. Those
killed included 67-year-old Father Chryso-
logue Mahame and Father Patrick Gahizi.

The militia set up road-blocks in Kigali




and its suburbs: anyone believed to be a
Tutsi was summarily executed. The killers
made no attempt to conceal what they
were doing or to hide the bodies. Gener-
ally, government and security officials or-
dered or condoned the killings. The few
who opposed them became victims them-
selves.

On 17 April more than 100 Tutsi were
killed by soldiers and militia a few kilo-
metres south of Kigali. They had been part
of a group of some 2,000 Tutsi who were
reportedly intercepted by soldiers and
militia as they walked towards Amahoro
stadium in Kigali, hoping for protection
by UNAMIR troops camped there.

Most of the massacres in eastern
Rwanda apparently took place in
churches. For example, more than 800
people were reportedly killed on 11 April
by government supporters and soldiers at
Kiziguro Roman Catholic church, Mu-
rambi district of Byumba prefecture. Hun-
dreds more were killed by Interahamwe
and gendarmes at Rukara Roman Catholic
mission in Kibungo prefecture’s Rukara
district. The attackers hurled grenades
through the windows of the church and
killed survivors with guns and machetes.
Hundreds of similar killings were reported
at Gahini Protestant church in Rukara
district.

Massacres in Cyangugu prefecture in
the southwest were among the most exten-
sive. Many Tutsi took refuge in churches
and in a stadium in Cyangugu town. Some
were killed there, others were herded into
administrative centres where they were
killed. Hundreds of Tutsi fled to Mabirizi
Roman Catholic parish in Cyimbogo
district. Militia attacked them there,
apparently led by a businessman and the
recently elected administrator (Bourg-
mestre) of Cyimbogo. The victims resisted
and on 18 April they were attacked with
grenades, machine-guns and other auto-
matic weapons. When most of the Tutsi
men had been killed or injured, the attack-
ers reportedly entered the church com-
pound and killed all the males they found,
including babies. Thousands were also re-
portedly massacred by militia at Mushaka,
Nyamasheke and Nkaka Roman Catholic
parishes.

More than 3,000 people, most of them
Tutsi but including Hutu members of
opposition political parties, were killed
at Mukarange Roman Catholic parish in
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Kibungo prefecture’s Rwamagana district
in the east of the country. The victims
were first herded into the parish main hall
and grenades were hurled through win-
dows. An estimated 2,500 people were
killed there. Some 500 or more tried to
run but were mown down by machine-gun
fire in the church compound.

On 23 April government troops and
militia killed about 170 patients and some
staff at Butare hospital. From the hospital
the killers went to a nearby camp for
the displaced where they also reportedly
killed people. On 1 May, 21 orphans and
13 local Red Cross workers were killed in
Butare. The orphans had just been evacu-
ated from Kigali to Butare where it was
thought they would be safe.

There were also reports of human
rights abuses by the rRpr and RPA. Hun-
dreds — possibly thousands — of unarmed
civilians and captured opponents were re-
ported to have been summarily executed
by the Rpa and by Tutsi supporters of the
RPF. Many of the killings were arbitrary
reprisals against groups of Hutu civilians.

In April and May scores of unarmed
civilians were reportedly killed by units
of the RPA in northeastern Rwanda. Wit-
nesses reported that such killings took
place at Nyabwishongwezi and Kagitumba
in Byumba prefecture’s Ngarama district.
In both cases local people were sum-
moned to public meetings by Rpa soldiers,
who then attacked them with guns,
grenades, bayonets and hoes. Among
those reported killed at Nyabwishongwezi
were Jovans Nakabonye, who was shot,
and her daughter, 12-year-old Felicita
Busingye, who was bayoneted to death.

In late May and early June RrPa soldiers
were reported to have carried out numer-
ous arrests of Hutu at “screening” centres
in southern Rwanda used to identify those
suspected of involvement in massacres
and to have killed a number of them.

Prominent Hutu and others suspected
of supporting former President Habyari-
mana and the interim government set up
after his death were held by the rRPA in
camps, including one near Kabgayi. Some
were subsequently killed or “disap-
peared”. For example, Rwanda’s Roman
Catholic Archbishop, Vincent Nsengi-
yumva, a former MRND central committee
member, and 12 other priests were killed
by four of the Rpa soldiers supposed to
be guarding them at Byimana, south of
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Kabgayi, near Gitarama. Other RpPA soldiers
shot dead one of the killers and the other
three escaped.

More than 10,000 people, virtually all
of them Hutu, accused of involvement in
the genocide earlier in the year were being
held in various Rwandese detention cen-
tres at the end of the year. Most of them
had not been formally charged with any
offence. Some were reportedly held in pri-
vate houses and military installations
without any supervision by judicial offi-
cials, amidst reports that some were tor-
tured or severely ill-treated in custody,
and that others had “disappeared”. There
were also numerous reports of abductions
and “disappearances” carried out by the
RPA after April.

Many prisoners held by the rRPa were
subjected to a torture method known as
kandoya or “three-piece tying”. The vic-
tim’s arms are tied above the elbows be-
hind the back, which sometimes results in
permanent injury. From October there
were reports of seven detainees or more
dying daily in Butare, Gitarama and Kigali
prisons and other detention centres from
disease as a result of lack of medical care
and unhygienic prison conditions exacer-
bated by overcrowding.

Amnesty International repeatedly ap-
pealed to former government and military
authorities and to political leaders in
Rwanda to condemn the massacres and to
stop them. Amnesty International also
called on the international community to
bear its share of the responsibility for the
slaughter, naming countries which had
supplied weapons and trained the army
and militias, and criticizing the un for
withdrawing most of its troops once the
massacres began.

Amnesty International welcomed the
special session in May of the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights, at which it made
an oral statement, and the Commission’s
decision to investigate the killings. How-
ever, Amnesty International called for
stronger measures to protect human rights.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Rwanda: Mass murder by
government supporters and troops in
April and May 1994, which documented
the killings and provided clear evidence
that they were organized at the highest
level and were an attempt at genocide. In
June Amnesty International publicly con-

| demned the killings of priests by the RrpF.

In August an Amnesty International
delegation visited Rwanda. The delegates
met senior officials of the new government
including the President, Vice-President
and Minister of Justice, as well as local
human rights groups, uN personnel and
survivors of massacres. In the light of the
continuing climate of fear, Amnesty Inter-
national called on the international com-
munity to act urgently in four ways:
by expanding international human rights
monitoring; by sending uUN civilian police
monitors; by rebuilding Rwanda’s judicial
system; and by extending the jurisdiction
of the international criminal tribunal es-
tablished to deal with crimes against hu-
manity in former Yugoslavia to Rwanda.

In October Amnesty International pub-
lished Rwanda: Reports of killings and ab-
ductions by the Rwandese Patriotic Army,
April to August 1994. 1t called for an inde-
pendent and impartial investigation into
reports of numerous human rights abuses
committed by the Rpa and for those
responsible to be brought to justice. The
organization appealed to the new govern-
ment and the international community to
take appropriate action to prevent such
abuses from recurring.
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Hundreds of people, among them prison-
ers of conscience, were arrested during
the year for their political or religious ac-
tivities. The vast majority were suspected
Sunni Islamist opponents of the govern-
ment although several Christian worship-
pers were also detained. At least 30 Iraqi
refugees from Rafha camp continued to




be detained without trial. New informa-
tion came to light regarding the torture
and ill-treatment of detainees in previous
years. The judicial punishment of ampu-
tation continued to be imposed. At least
53 people were executed.

In January King Fahd bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz
opened the inaugural session of the Majlis
al-Shura, Consultative Council, whose 60
members are appointed by the King and
have an advisory role (see Amnesty Inter-
national Reports 1993 and 1994). In April
the banned Committee for the Defence of
Legitimate Rights (cDLR) transferred its
headquarters to the United Kingdom (uk)
following the release of about 20 of its
members and supporters at the end of
1993 (see Amnesty International Report
1994). Among them was Professor
Muhammad al-Mas‘ari, the cDLR’s spokes-
person, who fled Saudi Arabia and sought
political asylum in the uk. During the year
two Saudi Arabian diplomats based in the
UsA sought political asylum, allegedly be-
cause they feared reprisals for opposing
the government'’s policies.

Hundreds of suspected Sunni Islamist
opponents of the government were arres-
ted during the year. A wave of arrests
began in April following the transfer of the
cpLR headquarters to the uk and the estab-
lishment there of offices of another op-
position group, Hay’at  al-Nasiha
wal-Islah, the Advice and Reformation
Committee. Among those detained was
Anmar al-Mas‘ari, son of the CcDLR's
spokesperson, who was arrested in April
and held in al-Ha'ir prison with other de-
tainees suspected of supporting the cDLR.
He was released in late December without
charge. There were further arrests in Sep-
tember; two leading cbLR members were
arrested by al-Mabahith al-Amma, Gen-
eral Intelligence, and held at an unknown
location. ‘Abdullah al-Hamid, a writer and
lecturer at Imam Muhammad bin Sa‘ud
University in Riyadh, and Muhsin al-
‘Awaji had been detained in 1993 (see
Amnesty International Report 1994) and
Teleased after giving a written undertaking
to forgo any political activities deemed to
be hostile to the Kingdom. All those de-
tained were believed to be prisoners of
conscience. Some remained held without
charge or trial at the end of the year and
there were fears that they were being tor-
tured while in incommunicado detention.

In mid-September, two prominent reli-
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gious figures and critics of the ruling royal
family were arrested: Sheikh Salman bin
Fahd al-‘Awda, a religious scholar, and
Sheikh Safr ‘Abdul-Rahman al-Hawali,
former Head of the Islamic Jurisprudence
Department at Um al-Qura University.
Hundreds of other suspected Sunni Is-
lamist opponents were arrested in the
same period, among them possible prison-
ers of conscience. They included religious
scholars, businessmen, students and acad-
emics. The arrests were carried out by al-
Mabahith al-‘Amma and other security
forces, principally in the towns of al-
Buraida, al-‘Unaiza and al-Bukayriya in al-
Qaseem Province. All the detainees were
held incommunicado without charge or
trial in al-Ha'ir prison, al-Mabahith al-
‘Amma headquarters in al-‘Ulaisha and
in police stations in al-Qaseem Province
and Riyadh. In late September the govern-
ment acknowledged the detention of 110
people, whom it accused of sedition and
conspiracy to threaten state security in co-
operation with foreign forces. It stated that
investigations launched into their cases
might lead to the release of some of the de-
tainees. Most of them were released, but
some were still held at the end of the year.

The fate and whereabouts of suspected
government opponents arrested in 1993,
all said to be followers of Salafiyya, a
Sunni Muslim doctrine, also remained un-
known (see Amnesty International Report
1994).

At least nine Christians were arrested
in August and held as prisoners of con-
science. Sherif Fahmy Ishak, a Coptic
Christian and an Egyptian national, was
arrested at his home in Riyadh by al-
Mabahith al-‘Amma, who reportedly con-
fiscated religious cassettes, a Bible and
other possessions. Eight Filipino Christian
worshippers were arrested during a reli-
gious service in Riyadh by members of the
Committee for the Propagation of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice (cpvpv), an official

body which supervises the observance of |
the Shari‘a (Islamic law). All were re- |

leased by the end of the year. Nine other

Filipino Christians arrested in 1993 were |

released at the beginning of the year (see
Amnesty International Report 1994).

At least 30 Iraqi refugees arrested fol-
lowing a protest in Rafha refugee camp in
March 1993 remained held without trial
(see Amnesty International Report 1994).
They were among an estimated 23,000
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refugees still held in the desert camp in
northern Saudi Arabia; all had fled from
Iraq during and after the Gulf War or had
been captured and held as prisoners of
war. While the government continued to
regard them as refugees, the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was un-
derstood to consider them as civilian in-
ternees to whom the provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 still
applied. Disagreement over this issue led
to the closure of the icrc offices in Riyadh
in January.

New information was received about
the torture and ill-treatment of Iraqi refu-
gees in Rafha and Artawiyya camps since
1991. Among the victims was ‘Ali Muhsin
Abu Zahra, a former drama teacher arres-
ted in Artawiyya camp in March 1992 on
suspicion of writing a play criticizing the
camp’s authorities. According to his testi-
mony, he was stripped and threatened
with rape, and subjected to falaga (beat-
ings on the soles of the feet), beatings all
over his body and electric shocks. He
eventually signed a “confession” to the ef-

fect that he had incited other refugees |

against the camp’s authorities, and was re-
leased in April 1992 after one month in
incommunicado detention. ‘Ali L’aibj Abu
Khanjar, son of a prominent tribal leader
from southern Iraq, was beaten with ca-
bles after refusing to identify any of the
refugees who had participated in a protest
in Rafha camp in March 1993. He was
subsequently taken to an unknown desti-
nation and his fate and whereabouts re-
mained unknown.

No known investigation or inquiry was
carried out into the death in custody in
1992 of Hussein al-Shuwaykhat (see Am-
nesty International Report 1993), whose
body was returned to the family allegedly
bearing the marks of torture. He had been
held without charge or trial since March
1991 on suspicion of theft.

The judicial punishment of amputation
continued to be imposed. Five Sudanese
nationals convicted of theft had their right
hands amputated in August in Jeddah.
Mashooq Banj, a Pakistani national con-
victed of theft, had his right hand ampu-
tated in Jeddah in August.

At least 53 people were executed, all by
public beheading. The victims included
Indian, Nigerian, Pakistani, Saudi Arabian
and Syrian nationals who had been con-
victed of murder, rape, or drug-trafficking.

The executions were carried out in several
cities including Mecca, Medina, Jeddah,
Khobar and Riyadh.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern during the year about the arrest of
people for the peaceful expression of their
political or religious beliefs, calling for the
immediate, unconditional release of all
prisoners of conscience. The organization
also called for hundreds of suspected Is-
lamist opponents of the government to be
released unless charged with a recogniz-
ably criminal offence and tried in accord-
ance with international standards. It
sought assurances that all were being hu-
manely treated and urged that they be al-
lowed access to family members, defence
counsel and doctors. The organization re-
iterated its opposition to the continued
imposition of the cruel, inhuman or de-
grading punishment of amputation and of
the death penalty, appealing for the com-
mutation of all such sentences. No re-
sponse was received.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Saudi Arabia: Unwelcome
“guests”: the plight of Iraqi refugees. It
expressed concern about the pattern of
torture and other cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment and punishment to
which the refugees had been subjected:
the detention of some refugees without
trial and without access to legal counsel
and family members; the excessive use of
lethal force in the camps by the Saudi
Arabian army and possible extrajudicial
executions; and cases of forcible return of
refugees to Iraq where they may face grave
human rights violations. Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the government to initiate
prompt, thorough and impartial investiga-
tions into all such cases and to take imme-
diate steps to put an end to these practices
and bring to justice those found respons-
ible. The Saudi Arabian Ambassador to
the uk promptly issued a statement deny-
ing that Iraqi refugees had been tortured or
ill-treated. In mid-May Prince Sultan bin
Abdul-‘Aziz, the King’s brother and Sec-
ond Deputy Prime Minister, also rejected
Amnesty International’s findings.

In April Amnesty International sub-
mitted information about its concerns in
Saudi Arabia for UN review under a pro-
cedure established by Economic and So-
cial Council Resolutions 728F/1503, for
confidential consideration of communica-
tions about human rights violations.
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Eleven prisoners of conscience were held

for a week. About 150 political prisoners |

were detained for five months after a viol-
ent demonstration, most of whom ap-
peared to be prisoners of conscience; one
died in custody, reportedly as a result of

torture. The authorities failed to investig- |

ate reports of torture. Reports of torture

and “disappearances” in previous years |

had still not been investigated.
Opposition to the government’s eco-
nomic policies intensified in February,
after a currency devaluation, and there
was controversy about whether opposition
Political leaders were responsible for the
Political violence which occurred. Follow-
ing public protests, some of them viol-
ent, large numbers of people associated
with opposition parties were arrested,
especially members of the Islamist
youth movement Moustarchidina wal
Moustarchidati, Men and Women of Truth
(known as the Moustarchadines). The
Moustarchadines were allied to the Coor-
dination des forces démocratiques (CFD),

Coordination of Democratic Forces, an as- |

Sociation of five opposition parties.

The murder in May 1993 of Maitre
Babacar Seye, Vice-President of the Con-
stitutional Council (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994), continued to have
wide repercussions. Four men were tried
In September and convicted of this appar-
ently politically motivated murder, but
Speculation continued about who had or-
dered the killing; the authorities exploited
the uncertainty in an attempt to discredit
the opposition.

Seye’s

murder were dropped against

In May charges arising from Maitre |

SENEGAL |

Maitre Abdoulaye Wade, leader of the
main opposition party, Parti démocratique
sénégalais (pps), Senegalese Democratic
Party, and six other political figures. The
prosecution appealed against the decision.
Two of those against whom charges were
dropped had spent more than a year in
custody and were released only after going
on hunger-strike, shortly before the deci-
sion was confirmed on appeal in Septem-
ber. One of the two was a PDS member of
parliament, Mody Sy, who had reportedly
been tortured in custody in May 1993.

The murder investigation itself was
marred by a series of shortcomings, not-
ably the apparent failure to hold a full
autopsy, and the failure to investigate im-
partially different allegations. Members of
the pps, who were first implicated in the
murder, were charged and detained, but
subsequent allegations implicating the
Prime Minister were apparently not pur-
sued. Efforts by defence lawyers to per-
suade relevant witnesses to testify were
discouraged by the presiding trial judge.

During the Africa Regional Preparatory
Meeting in November for the 1995 uN
World Conference on Women, Mauritan-
ian human rights activists were prevented
from displaying pictures of torture victims
in Mauritania and were later deported
from Senegal.

There were reports that Casamance sep-
aratist groups kidnapped and ill-treated
some local government officials before
releasing them. However, there was no
repetition of the violence experienced in
the first half of 1993. Four men from
Casamance were extradited from Guinea-
Bissau in June 1994 and remained held
without trial in Dakar, the capital, at the
end of the year. In November, they were
questioned for the first time about allega-
tions of buying arms and offences against
the security of the state.

One prisoner was convicted in January
and sentenced to one year’s imprison-
ment; he appeared to be a prisoner of con-
science. Moustapha Sy, spiritual leader of
the Moustarchadines, was arrested in Oc-
tober 1993 after criticizing government
policy at a pps meeting. He was found
guilty of activities aimed at discrediting
the state. He was released in September
following a presidential pardon.

Eleven prisoners of conscience were
held for a week in February. They were all
members of two opposition parties, the
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pDs and the Parti africain pour la démoc-
ratie et le socialisme (PADS), African Party
for Democracy and Socialism. They were
arrested on 14 February for publicizing an
authorized public meeting organized for
16 February by the cFD to protest against
the currency devaluation. They were tried
on 21 February and each given a one-
month suspended sentence on the
grounds that they had not obtained prior
approval from government officials for
their information sessions.

About 150 people, most of whom ap-
peared to be prisoners of conscience, were
held for five months. The majority were
Moustarchadines, but also arrested were
Maitre Wade, leader of the pps, and Land-
ing Savané, leader of the pADS. They were
arrested and charged with various of-
fences, including undermining the secur-
ity of the state, in connection with a
demonstration which took place after the
authorized cFD meeting on 16 February.
Eight people were killed, six of them po-
lice officers, in violent disturbances after
the meeting broke up. In the days follow-
ing, about 150 people were arrested, but
most appeared to have been detained be-
cause of their political activities rather
than because of any evidence that they
had organized or participated in acts of
violence on 16 February. The authorities
violated the parliamentary immunity of
Maitre Wade, Landing Savané and a pDs
member of parliament, Pape Oumar Kane.
Most of the detainees were released on 19
July and the charges against them were
dropped.

After the July releases, 24 Moustar-
chadines remained in custody. In Septem-
ber they were tried and all but one were
sentenced to between six months’ and two
years’ imprisonment. Another member
was sentenced in absentia to five years’
imprisonment. They were found guilty of
participating in an illegal march and viol-
ence leading to bloodshed. However, in
some cases individual responsibility for
acts of violence was not clearly estab-
lished and allegations that testimonies
used to convict people had been obtained
under torture were not investigated by the
court.

One suspect arrested after the February
demonstrations, Lamine Samb, a leading
member of the Moustarchadines, died in
detention, probably as a result of torture.

He was arrested on 17 February and died |

two days later. He was reported to have
been in good health at the time of his ar-
rest and to have been tortured in custody.
However, replying to these allegations, the
Minister of Justice cited an autopsy report,
which was never made public, in which
five medical experts concluded that
Lamine Samb had died as a result of a
heart attack and extensive bruising; they
made no attempt to account for the bruis-
ing. The Minister claimed that Lamine
Samb had been seriously injured during
the demonstration before his arrest. How-
ever, police did not arrange medical treat-
ment for him until one hour before he
died.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Senegal: Mass arrests and
torture, about the large-scale arrests and
reports of torture following the February
demonstration. A submission to the au-
thorities in November 1993 expressing
Amnesty International’s concern about
cases of torture and ‘“disappearances” in
1992 and 1993 (see Amnesty International
Report 1994) was also published after re-
ceiving no response from the authorities.

In July the Minister of Justice replied to
Amnesty International and stated that in-
vestigations into “disappearances” in the
Casamance region requested in November
1993 were still under way but that there
was no progress. He disputed the reports
that Lamine Samb had died in custody as
a result of torture. Responding to reports
that Mody Sy and Ramata Gueye had been
tortured in 1993 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994), he stated that an offi-
cial complaint lodged by lawyers in July
1993 had been passed to the gendarmerie
and had been rejected for lack of evi-
dence. Amnesty International considered
the inquiries into these two cases to
be completely inadequate. Despite calls
from Amnesty International and a local
human rights organization, the Rencontre
africaine pour la défense des droits de
I'homme, African Conference for the De-
fence of Human Rights, the authorities did
not make public the full medical report on
Lamine Samb.




Hundreds of unarmed civilians were
killed by insurgent forces, disaffected
soldiers and government troops. Gov-
ernment troops tortured, ill-treated and
extrajudicially executed captured or sus-
pected insurgents. More than 200 polit-
ical prisoners were detained without
charge or trial during the year, including
former government ministers, some of
whom may have been prisoners of con-
science. A trial of journalists charged
with sedition and libel continued. Twelve
soldiers were executed after being sen-
tenced to death by court-martial. Armed
opponents of the government committed
gross human rights abuses, including
deliberate and arbitrary killings.

Political violence increased in many
parts of the country and it was frequently
impossible to establish whether govern-
ment troops, soldiers who had deserted or
Insurgents were responsible for killings
and other abuses.

The National Provisional Ruling Coun-
cil (nerc), headed by Captain Valentine
Strasser, which came to power following a
military coup in 1992, reaffirmed its com-
mitment to hand over power to an elected
government in early 1996. An electoral
commission was established and a new
constitution drafted. A referendum on the
constitution, and legislative and presiden-
tial elections were scheduled for 1995.
However, return to civilian rule was jeop-
ardized by the deteriorating security situ-
ation: local elections did not take place as
Planned and voter registration was de-
layed.

Although by the end of 1993 govern-

! ment troops had regained control of areas
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in the south and east previously held by
rebel forces of the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF), which had launched an attack
from neighbouring Liberia in 1991, fight-
ing intensified during 1994. Attacks by the
RUF or other insurgents spread to the
centre and north of the country, previ-
ously unaffected by the conflict, and were
aimed largely at the civilian population,
resulting in hundreds of dead and injured.
Rape and mutilations were common.
Thousands of people fled their homes,
seeking refuge in displaced people’s
camps or neighbouring countries.

During 1994 the identity and motives
of those carrying out attacks became in-
creasingly difficult to establish. Although
the government invariably claimed rebel
forces were responsible, there was evid-
ence that many attacks were in fact carried
out by disaffected soldiers, some of them
deserters but others still serving soldiers.
Many attacks appeared to be carried out
for material gain, but it also appeared that
some were carried out by factions within
the army opposed to the NPRC. Some disaf-
fected soldiers appeared to have joined
RUF forces, whereas others formed separate
armed groups. Individuals claiming to
represent the RUF publicly claimed re-
sponsibility for an attack in the far north
in November during which civilians, in-
cluding two foreign nationals, were ab-
ducted. Following this attack the NPRC
called for dialogue with the RUF; a meeting
between representatives of the NPRC and
the RUF was officially reported to have
taken place in early December but there
was a subsequent escalation in violence.

The NPRC admitted that there were ser-
ious problems of indiscipline within the
army: a number of soldiers were tried be-
fore courts-martial and some sentenced to
death (see below). In July and August
members of a Liberian armed group, the
United Liberation Movement for Demo-
cracy in Liberia (uLiMo), which had been
involved in operations alongside Sierra
Leonean troops against the RUF, were dis-
armed and returned to Liberia, after com-
plaints by traditional rulers in the
southeast that they had attacked villages
and looted property.

Government troops extrajudicially exe-
cuted captured rebels and people accused
of collaborating with rebel forces. Victims
were mutilated: severed heads were some-
times displayed on army vehicles. Rebels
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who surrendered in February in Buedu,
Kailahun District, in Eastern Province,
were reported to have been summarily
executed by soldiers. In April some 30
people, including children, from the vil-
lage of Dodo Kotuma, also in Kailahun
District, who had been hiding in the bush
were reportedly taken back to their village
by soldiers and then to Buedu where 25,
apparently suspected of collaboration
with rebels, were shot dead by soldiers.

As many as 80 Sierra Leoneans, an
Irish priest, a Dutch doctor and his family
were killed in an attack on Panguma, Ken-
ema District, Eastern Province, in March.
Although the attack was officially attrib-
uted to rebel forces, witnesses claimed
that soldiers had been responsible for
some of the deaths and property belonging
to the murdered foreigners was later found
in a soldier’s home. An official inquiry
concluded that two soldiers had con-
tributed to the deaths through negligence
but had not been directly involved; al-
though arrested, they had not been pros-
ecuted by the end of the year.

There was uncertainty about the iden-
tity of those responsible for other incid-
ents. Major roads were a particular target
for attacks; the routes between Bo and
Kenema in the south and Makeni and
Koidu in the north became impassable
without military escort. On 5 August a
convoy was attacked by men in army uni-
forms near Matotoka; at least three, but
possibly more, civilians were reportedly
shot, women were reported to have been
stripped and raped and others were ab-
ducted. On 25 August another convoy was
attacked, again by men in army uniforms,
between Matotoka and Makali, resulting
in many deaths of both civilians and sol-
diers; Captain Nasiru Barrie was reported
to have been beheaded. The timing and
precision of these attacks suggested collu-
sion by some soldiers with the attackers.

Several journalists, in particular those
covering the conflict, received anonymous
death threats.

Suspected rebels were tortured and ill-
treated by soldiers, often in public. Prison-
ers were bound tightly, sometimes with
both arms and legs tied behind them,
beaten and mutilated. For example, four
suspected rebels were reportedly taken to
a military barracks in March following an
attack on Koribundu, Bo District. Their
hands and feet were reportedly bound

with wire and rope and they were thrown
to the ground and kicked. They were then
suspended head down from iron bars and
kicked.

There were also reports of soldiers ill-
treating civilians in areas not affected by
armed attacks, for example, in Freetown,
the capital. They appeared to act with
impunity.

At the beginning of the year some 170
political detainees were held without
charge or trial in the Central Prison,
Pademba Road, in Freetown. Some had
been held for more than two years. By
June the number had increased to over
200. They were held under legislation
introduced by the NPRC which allows in-
definite administrative detention without
charge or trial with no recourse to the
courts. Most were held on suspicion that
they were rebels but others were accused
of involvement in alleged conspiracies to
overthrow the government in November
and December 1992 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1993). More than 10 of those
arrested in November 1992 remained held.
Two soldiers arrested in December 1992
also remained detained, although a stu-
dent arrested at the same time, Sahid
Mohamed Sesay, was released in late De-
cember 1993 (see Amnesty International
Report 1994). During the year, the author-
ities reviewed the cases of uncharged po-
litical detainees. Some, including Sorie
Daffey, a 73-year-old trader held since Oc-
tober 1992, were released during the first
half of the year; some 220 others were
freed on 23 December when the govern-
ment announced that there was insuffi-
cient evidence to keep them in prison. It
was not clear how many detainees re-
mained held at the end of the year.

More than 20 former government min-
isters and others associated with the
ousted government of former President
Joseph Saidu Momoh were arrested in
early May and detained in Pademba Road
Prison where they were initially denied
access to families and lawyers; one was
reported to have been beaten by soldiers
while in prison. Most had been arrested
previously at the time of the coup in 1992
and detained without charge for periods of
up to a year. Judicial commissions of
inquiry, established in 1992 to investigate
accusations of corruption by former gov-
ernment ministers, civil servants and state
corporations, submitted reports directly to




the NPRC. These reports were not made
public but the NPRC subsequently pub-
lished its decisions on the commissions’
findings; it confiscated the property of
some former ministers and ordered com-
pensation to the state of sums alleged to
have been misappropriated. Although the
official reason for the arrests was non-
payment of compensation, no criminal
charges were brought and it appeared that
some of those detained may have been
held only because of their association
with the former government and their sus-
pected opposition to the NPRC. Most were
released in August and September, others
later in the year, but some were restricted
under house arrest. At least two - Dr
Bu-Buakei Jabbie and Ahmad Edward
Sisay — were still in detention at the end
of the year.

The trial of four journalists on an inde-
pendent newspaper, The New Breed, and
a printing company manager continued.
They had been arrested in October 1993
and charged with seditious publication
and libel after reporting allegations of gov-
ernment corruption (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). They were released
on bail but their trial before the High
Court in Freetown was repeatedly ad-
journed. Lawyers representing the five,
who included Dr Julius Spencer, the
newspaper’s director, and editor Donald
John, challenged the High Court's pro-
ceedings on the grounds that a fair trial
had been jeopardized by pre-trial public-
ity, but the Supreme Court ruled in July
that the trial could resume. However,
defence lawyers subsequently withdrew,
?uestioning the trial’s fairness, and the de-
endants were redetained on 12 December
after appearing in court without legal rep-
Tesentation. After several subsequent hear-
ings, the trial was adjourned until January
1995.

Four foreign nationals arrested in Octo-
ber 1993 were detained until November.
They had been arrested in Freetown on
suspicion of involvement in a plot against
the government and subsequently charged
with treason (see Amnesty International
Report 1994). A magistrate ruled in May
that there was sufficient evidence to pro-
Ceed to trial, although key evidence was
not presented in court. In November the
Attorney General announced that the gov-
ernment had decided not to proceed with
the prosecution, giving no explanation.
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Twelve soldiers, including a 77-year-
old warrant officer, were executed on 11
and 12 November after being convicted by
courts-martial in Freetown of charges
which included collaborating with rebels,
armed robbery and murder. Other trials
before courts-martial of soldiers accused
of similar offences also took place. It
cmerged that courts-martial had passed 25
death sentences since the NPRC came to
power in 1992. Defendants before courts-
martial had no right of appeal to a higher
court against conviction or sentence. The
then Attorney General, Franklyn Bai
Kargbo, resigned in September in protest
against the use of the death penalty and
subsequently left the country. There were
no executions of prisoners sentenced to
death by ordinary courts.

Armed opponents of the government,
including both RUF forces and disaffected
government soldiers, were responsible for
the abduction, torture and killing of hun-
dreds of unarmed civilians. On 30 June
some 60 villagers were killed at Telu
Jaiama, Bo District, Southern Province;
more than 20 others were seriously in-
jured. Another 70 villagers were killed
two months later at Telu Bongor, also in
Bo District.

Some of those captured during attacks
were forced to join rebel forces; others
were held as hostages. For example, on
7 November rebels attacked Kabala,
Koinadugu District, in Northern Province,
an area until then considered safe; at least
10 civilians were killed and others, in-
cluding two British aid workers, were
abducted. Radio messages by alleged
members of the RUF claimed they were
holding the two men and demanded arms
and ammunition. The two were still held
at the end of the year.

Attacks intensified in late December.
Dozens of people were reported killed in
attacks around Bo and Kenema. For exam-
ple, on 24 December many civilians were
killed when rebel forces overran a dis-
placed people’s camp at Gondama, south
of Bo, where an estimated 80,000 people
had sought refuge; others drowned in the
Sewa river attempting to escape. Five
people, including prominent lawyer
Patrick P. B. Kebbie, were killed in an at-
tack on Kenema on 25 December.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern that, although the government conti-
nued to blame rebel forces for attacks on
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unarmed civilians, there was evidence
that some attacks had been carried out by
serving government soldiers. Amnesty In-
ternational also condemned the killings of
civilians by rebel forces of the rRUF and dis-
affected soldiers. In May Amnesty Interna-
tional called for the release of detained
former government ministers unless they
were to be charged and given a fair trial. It
also called for the repeal of legislation al-
lowing administrative detention without
charge or trial and repeatedly called for a
review of the cases of all other uncharged
political detainees. The organization con-
demned the executions of 12 soldiers in
November and urged that no further exe-
cutions take place.

SINGAPORE

o

Two former prisoners of conscience con-
tinued to be subject to government orders
restricting their freedom of expression
and association. Criminal offenders were
subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishment. At least 10 people were sen-
tenced to death and 32 were executed.

Restriction orders limiting freedom of
association and expression continued to
be imposed on Chia Thye Poh and Vin-
cent Cheng, two former prisoners of
conscience (see Amnesty International
Reports 1991 to 1994).

Caning, which constitutes a cruel, in-
human and degrading form of punish-
ment, remained a mandatory punishment
for some 30 crimes, including armed rob-
bery, attempted murder, drug-trafficking,
illegal immigration and rape. In May
Michael Fay, a teenager from the usa who
was convicted of several charges of van-

dalism, was given four strokes of the
cane in addition to a four-month prison
sentence and a fine. In September
Ramanathan Yogendran, a lawyer, was
sentenced to 12 strokes of the cane and
five years’ imprisonment after he was con-
victed of five criminal offences including
fabricating evidence and criminal intim-
idation.

At least 10 people were sentenced to
death, of whom eight were convicted of
drug-trafficking and two of murder. They
included Sagar Suppiah Retnam, a
labourer, who was sentenced to death in
May for murder. Navarat Maykha, a Thai
woman, was sentenced to death in July for
drug-trafficking.

At least 32 people were executed. Yeo
Choon Chau, Lai Kim Loy, Tee Seh Ping,
Hanafiah Bedullah and Mat Repin Mamat,
all Malaysian nationals, were executed by
hanging on 13 May at Changi prison. All
had been sentenced to death for drug-traf-
ficking. Yeo Poh Choon was also executed
on 13 May: he had been sentenced to
death in September 1993 by the Court of
Criminal Appeal despite having been ac-
quitted in July 1993 by the High Court.

Amnesty International urged the au-
thorities to lift the restrictions on the two
former prisoners of conscience. It also
urged the authorities to end the punish-
ment of caning and to commute all death
sentences.

SOMALIA

Hundreds of unarmed civilians were de-
liberately killed by members of armed
political groups on account of their
membership of a particular clan. Many
women were raped by militias. A woman




and 12 men had limbs amputated as pun-
ishments ordered by an unofficial Islamic
court in Mogadishu, which also decreed
and carried out a death sentence by ston-
ing and over 160 floggings. There were at
least two other executions in Mogadishu
after unofficial courts condemned prison-
ers to death.

The UN peace-making operation, UNO-
soM 1, established in May 1993 with a
two-year mandate to end fighting between
the two main clan alliances and launch a
national reconstruction program (see Am-
nesty International Report 1994), had
failed to achieve many of its objectives by
the end of the year. In March the uN Se-
curity Council authorized the withdrawal
of the 20,000 western troops in its military
operation, and in November it decided to
pull out the remaining 15,000 African,
Arab and Asian troops by March 1995, the
planned end of the uNosoM 11 operation.
Yet fighting between General Mohamed
Farah Aideed’s Somali National Alliance
(sNa) and Ali Mahdi's Somali Salvation
Alliance (ssa) broke out frequently during
1994, Little progress had been made by
the end of the year towards implementing
a Peace and Reconciliation Declaration
which both parties signed in Nairobi in
March, or towards establishing a Trans-
itional National Council as an interim
government to administer the collapsed
Somali state with UN assistance.

Somali civilians, including women
who were raped, were the main victims of
the continuing high level of inter-clan
violence. The insecurity also seriously
affected humanitarian operations run by
international non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGos). Several aid workers and
journalists reporting on their relief work
were killed or taken hostage for some
weeks by armed groups, and most interna-
tional NGOs, after losing relief supplies and
Property to looters, pulled out of the coun-
try. uUN troops provided a measure of se-
Curity in escorting food convoys but they
were progressively pulled back to bases in
Mogadishu towards the end of the year in
the run-up to the planned withdrawal.
Dozens of uN troops were killed in
clashes, as well as Somali militia members
and possibly hundreds of unarmed civil-
lans.

In January the uUN freed eight senior SNA
officials it had detained the previous Octo-
ber. They were held in poor conditions

SOMALIA

without charge or trial, and denied access
to their relatives or lawyers. UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali ordered
their release on the recommendation of an
independent jurist appointed by the UN to
visit Somalia to review their detentions.
Somalis detained by the un during 1994
on suspicion of involvement in armed at-
tacks on the UN or criminal offences were
apparently transferred quickly to the cus-
tody of the new Somali police, prisons
and judicial services established by the
UN. No details were disclosed by the un on
people detained, charged, tried or re-
leased.

An Independent Expert appointed by
the UN in August 1993 on the recommen-
dation of the un Commission on Human
Rights visited Somalia in January but the
Ombudsman function he proposed to un-
dertake to examine complaints of human
rights violations by Somali groups or mili-
tias or UN troops had not started by the
end of the year. In late 1994 the uN re-
leased the report of an international com-
mission of inquiry which it set up in 1993
to review the attacks on UN troops that
year (see Amnesty International Report
1994). It criticized military aspects of the
UN operation and proposed compensation
should be paid for abuses by uN troops.
The uN did not disclose what specific
measures it was taking to meet these rec-
ommendations but during 1994 UN policy
on the use of force changed and uN troops
performed a predominantly defensive
role.

In November and December there was
fighting in Hargeisa, the capital of the
breakaway Republic of Somaliland in the
northwest, which had been under Presid-
ent Mohamed Ibrahim Egal’s interim ad-
ministration since May 1993. Tens of
thousands of people fled to neighbouring
Ethiopia. President Egal declared a state of
emergency in December.

Despite the failure by the UN command
force and the us Rapid Reaction Force to
investigate alleged human rights abuses by
their own troops, cases of alleged abuses
involving soldiers of three national contin-
gents continued to be under investigation
by their own governments - in Canada,
Belgium and Germany (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994). In Canada, seven
soldiers were brought to court, mostly in
connection with the death of a Somali
prisoner in 1993; one was convicted of

261




SOMALIA/SOUTH AFRICA

manslaughter and imprisoned for five
years, two were convicted of lesser of-
fences, three were acquitted, and a sev-
enth case was pending. A public inquiry
was announced after the publication in
November 1994 of photographs depicting
ill-treatment of a Somali intruder into the
Canadian army compound in Mogadishu
in March 1993. In Belgium, 13 cases con-
tinued to be under judicial investigation
since 1993 and a court martial of eight
alleged offenders began in December,
for offences including manslaughter. In
Germany in September, a military inquiry
investigated reports of ill-treatment of de-
tained Somali criminal suspects in 1993.

Hundreds of unarmed civilians, includ-
ing women and children, were deliber-
ately killed by members of armed political
groups on account of their membership of
a particular clan during fighting between
opposing clan factions. Many women
were raped by members of clan-based
militias. Information was difficult to ob-
tain, and details of individual incidents
hard to verify. Hundreds of civilians and
many more fighters were killed in flare-
ups of fighting in Mogadishu in October
and December between General Aideed’s
sNA and Ali Mahdi’s ssa. There was also
fighting at times, although on a less ser-
ious scale, between clan-based groups in
Belet Huen, Baidoa and Kismayu. Scores
of unarmed civilians as well as fighters
were killed in clashes between troops
loyal to President Egal and his Somali Na-
tional Movement (SNM) party and armed
men of a clan group supporting former
Somaliland President Abdirahman Ali
Ahmed in November and December in
Hargeisa.

In a part of northern Mogadishu con-
trolled by the ssa, an unofficial Islamic
court was established in August which
imposed cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishments. A woman and 12 men were
convicted of violent robbery and sen-
tenced to amputations of a hand or a hand
and a leg, which were carried out immedi-
ately in public. The court also ordered and
publicly carried out over 160 floggings of
between 20 and 100 lashes each.

On 8 December the same court con-
demned a man to death by stoning for
rape and he was immediately stoned to
death by a crowd. At least two other
people were executed on the orders of un-
official courts in 1994.

Amnesty International appealed to the
uN and Somali political groups to work to-
gether for justice and human rights. In a
letter to the un in March, Amnesty Inter-
national criticized the lack of emphasis
placed on human rights in the unosoM op-
eration, and particularly the inadequacy of
investigations into killings by un and us
troops in 1993, arbitrary detentions with-
out charge or trial, and the absence of any
real program of human rights. Amnesty In-
ternational called for the unosoM Human
Rights Office to be fully activated and sup-
ported, and for the Ombudsman to be es-
tablished. It recommended human rights
training for all uN troops and for officers in
the new Somali police and prison ser-
vices, and urged the UN to report regularly
and publicly on its work to re-establish
the judiciary and develop protection of
human rights. The organization welcomed
steps being taken by the Canadian, Belgian
and German authorities to bring to justice
any soldiers found to be responsible for
human rights abuses.

Amnesty International urged General
Aideed and Ali Mahdi to assert control of
their armed militias and supporters and to
end the summary executions and ill-treat-
ment of members of other political or clan
groups. It condemned the stoning execu-
tion, amputations and floggings in north-
ern Mogadishu, and called on Somali
political leaders not to allow these cruel,
inhuman and degrading punishments and
to intervene to prevent any executions.

SOUTH AFRICA

After months of political uncertainty and
violence, the country's first non-racial
national elections were held successfully
in April. At least 2,683 people were killed
in political violence during the year -
some of whom were extrajudicially exe-
cuted. At least two thirds of the deaths
occurred before the elections. Further
evidence emerged of collusion by the se-
curity forces in past political killings.
Torture of detainees by the police and
army was reported; at least 32 died in po-
lice custody in suspicious circumstances.
Twenty-five people were sentenced to
death and 450 remained on death row.
There were no executions.




The African National Congress (ANC)
won the April elections, with over 62 per
cent of the vote. The National Party (NP)
and Inkatha Freedom Party (iFp) secured
sufficient votes to be allocated cabinet
posts in the government. On 10 May
Nelson Mandela was inaugurated as Pres-
ident. The new National Assembly and
Senate opened in late May, and in the fol-
lowing months nine new provincial gov-
ernments began operating.

On 24 May the National Assembly and
the Senate, sitting jointly as a Constitu-
tional Assembly, began reviewing the in-
terim constitution, which must be adopted
in final form by May 1996. The interim
constitution guarantees certain “funda-
mental human rights”, including the right
to life and the right not to be tortured. It
also provides for institutions to protect
these rights, including a Constitutional
Court.

The new parliament approved the es-
tablishment of a Human Rights Commis-
sion to promote and protect “fundamental
rights”, monitor legislative and executive
measures which may affect these rights,
| and investigate alleged violations.

In July the Ministry of Safety and Se-
curity published a bill intended to reform
the Police Act. Its proposals included the
establishment of an independent ‘‘mech-
anism” to investigate complaints against
the police. The bill had not gone to par-
liament by the end of the year. In Nov-
ember the Ministry of Justice published
the draft Promotion of National Unity and
Reconciliation Bill, providing for the
establishment of a commission to investig-
ate past human rights violations, to con-
sider requests for amnesty for politically
motivated acts, and to recommend com-
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pensation for victims of human rights
violations.

In October South Africa signed a num-
ber of human rights treaties, including the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights.

Further evidence emerged through
court proceedings and commissions of in-
quiry that members of the security forces
had colluded with paramilitary groups to
foment political violence, resulting in
thousands of deaths since the late 1980s,
and to commit serious human rights viola-
tions. In March the judicial commission of
inquiry chaired by Judge Richard Gold-
stone released an interim report confirm-
ing that three senior police generals had
authorized the illegal supply of weapons
to and the training of IFP members by a
unit of the South African Police (sap),
which had also organized violence
through 1FP-dominated hostels against
township communities and commuters on
trains. The report implicated, among oth-
ers, Colonel Eugene de Kock, the former
commander of a security police counter-
insurgency unit based at Vlakplaas. In
early May the Transvaal Attorney General
confirmed that there was prima facie evid-
ence linking certain members of the police
to “crimes [including] murder, bombings,
and the unlawful possession and supply
of arms and ammunition”. Later that
month, Colonel Eugene de Kock was arres-
ted and was subsequently denied bail. He
was due to stand trial in 1995 on 121
charges, including one for the 1991 mur-
der of human rights lawyer Bheki Mlan-
geni (see Amnesty International Report
1993). A number of other former Vlak-
plaas operatives were also facing charges
in the same trial.

Between 1 January and the elections, at
least 1,600 people were killed in political
violence, the majority in Natal Province,
the East Rand near Johannesburg and in
the Bophuthatswana “homeland”.

In Natal province the death toll rose
dramatically from mid-March with at least
429 people killed in the following four
weeks. Paramilitaries trained in a camp
set up by KwaZulu “homeland” govern-
ment officials, the 1Fp and members of the
security forces attacked ANc-aligned com-
munities and individuals involved in
preparing for the April elections, which at
that stage the 1FP was boycotting. Hun-
dreds of residents fled the Ndwedwe area
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near Durban, for instance, following re-
peated attacks by heavily armed men sup-
ported by KwaZulu police officers. In one
incident, 11 employees of a private com-
pany who were distributing voting pro-
cedure pamphlets in Ndwedwe were
abducted on 12 April by the local IFp-
aligned chief and others. They were tor-
tured for several hours, including with hot
wires, and then shot. Eight died and three
escaped. The level of killings in Natal de-
creased substantially from late April as a
result of the increased presence of the
South African Defence Force (saDF) and
the 1Fp's 19 April decision to contest the
elections.

On the East Rand, the withdrawal of
the sap’s Internal Stability Unit (isu),
which had been implicated in torture and
extrajudicial executions, and the presence
of sADF patrols also led to a marked de-
crease in the number of political killings.
However, somne SADF members committed
human rights violations, including the ex-
trajudicial execution of Jeffrey Sibiya, an

IFP member and National Peace Accord |

worker.

At least 53 people were killed and sev-
eral hundred wounded when shooting
erupted in central Johannesburg during an
IFP anti-election campaign rally on 28
March. Investigations by the police and
the Goldstone Commission failed to cla-
rify who was responsible for the majority
of the deaths, which occurred when
snipers fired on the marchers as they
reached Library Gardens. Eleven people
were killed when ANC security guards fired
on a group of the marchers outside the
ANC's Shell House headquarters. Police
investigations into the latter incident con-
tinued throughout the year. Members of
the new parliament criticized the Anc for
failing to cooperate promptly with the
investigation.

In the Bophuthatswana “homeland”,
repression intensified as the government
of Lucas Mangope resisted participating in
the national elections. On 12 February, for
instance, 19-year-old Mary Keitumetse
Gaolaolwe died when she was shot in the
face by a police officer who was dispers-
ing ANC supporters in the village of
Mareetsane, southwest of Mafikeng.

Dozens of black civilians were killed
and a number of journalists were as-
saulted by white right-wing paramilitaries
who entered the “homeland” at the behest

of its government on 10 March. The fol-
lowing day two paramilitaries were extra-
judicially executed by the police after
sections of the “homeland” security forces
joined the popular rebellion against the
“homeland” government.

After the national elections, the level of
political violence subsided in most parts
of the country, except in Natal. Towards
the end of 1994 the death toll in this prov-
ince rose sharply, with at least 75 people
killed in December. In many incidents the
police failed to protect ANC-supporting
communities, trade unionists and IFp lead-
ers involved in peace initiatives. In some
cases the police appeared to have sup-
plied arms and ammunition to the killers.
In one incident, 15 people were killed
when approximately 100 men armed with
traditional weapons and guns attacked the
village of Gcilima, south of Durban, on 27
October. The 1su based in the area failed to
intervene despite having been warned
days before that an attack on Gcilima was
imminent. In November the Minister of
Safety and Security summoned senior
provincial police officers to Pretoria to
account for their failure to arrest the per-
petrators of political killings.

There were also some political killings
in other areas after the elections. On 29
April, in Driefontein in the Eastern Trans-
vaal Province, the body of Lazarus Yende,
the ANC Youth League Chairperson, was
found floating in a reservoir. He had been
abducted from the local aANc office several
days earlier. The police had been warned
that named people were planning to kill
Lazarus Yende and other prominent ANC
members, but they took no steps to protect
them. On 31 July Hendrietta Nkabinde, an
executive member of the South African
Rural Women’s Movement, was shot dead
outside her home in Driefontein. Other
prominent members of the community re-
ceived death threats. By the end of the
year no one had been brought to justice for
these crimes.

Several cases involving past political
killings were resolved. In May Judge
Neville Zeitsman ruled that four Eastern
Cape political activists had been mur-
dered by the security forces in June 1985
(see Amnesty International Report 1986).
In November a Cape Town magistrate
ruled that six police officers from Nyanga
police station had unlawfully killed a for-
mer member of the ANC’'s military wing,



i

Khaya Simani, in April 1993 (see Amnesty
International Report 1994). Both cases
were referred to the Attorney General.

In December the Circuit Court in Mtun-
zini convicted three people, including two
members of the KwaZulu Police, of extra-
judicial executions committed in the
Esikhawini area of northern Natal in 1993.
Reports by the pre-election multi-party
Transitional Executive Council's (TEC’s)
Task Force on the KwaZulu Police con-
cluded that senior members of the
KwaZulu Police, including the acting
commissioner, had aided assassins within
the police force and obstructed investiga-
tions into alleged political killings by IFp
members. The Task Force called for the
suspension of several senior police offi-
cers, but those named were still on duty at
the end of the year. However, the new
Minister of Safety and Security ordered
further investigations into the allegations.

Torture of political detainees and crim-
inal suspects was frequently reported. The
allegations implicated in particular mem-
bers of police murder and robbery squads
and other special investigation units, and
the 1su.

For example, in January teenagers
Petrus Nyamande and Michael Mathe
were arrested by 1SuU members in the East
Rand township of Katlehong. Both were
assaulted during arrest and tortured dur-
ing interrogation. They were kicked and
beaten, attacked by a police dog, and re-
peatedly subjected to partial suffocation
with rubber tubing pulled over their faces.
All charges against both were later
dropped.

On 19 February Thebiso Lephoto and
seven others, including two 14-year-olds,
were arrested in Thokoza township by
soldiers and taken to Steenpunt army
base. There, they were stripped, beaten
and tortured with electric shocks while
being interrogated about the activities of
self-defence units in the township. One of
the detainees was threatened with being
buried alive and had a gun forced into his
mouth.

In August the national Minister of
Safety and Security ordered an indepen-
dent investigation into persistent reports
of torture by members of police special in-
vestigation units based in the Vaal Tri-
| angle area south of Johannesburg. The
victims were predominantly criminal sus-
pects. The investigation was precipitated
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by the discovery by visiting Dutch police |
officers in May of torture equipment in a
police station. By the end of the year more
than 100 investigated complaints of tor-
ture had been referred to the Attorney
General for possible prosecution. On 16
September one complainant, Don Mole- |
batsi, was shot dead by the police officer
whom he had alleged had tortured him.

In a number of cases, criminal suspects |
died in circumstances suggesting extra-
judicial execution. For instance, on 7
November Nazeem Jacobs was shot dead
in the custody of the Bellville murder and
robbery squad. The police said that they
had shot him when he attacked a police
officer with his handcuffs. The previous
day Nazeem Jacobs had told his family
that he had been tortured and feared he
would be killed.

In a few cases perpetrators of past vi-
olations were brought to justice. In August
the Graaff-Reinet Regional Court con-
victed Detective Sergeant Willem van
Heerden of intent to do grievous bodily
harm, common assault and defeating the
ends of justice, for the torture in 1993 of
six farmworkers. During interrogation the
farmworkers had been handcuffed, blind-
folded, suspended from a pole under their
knees and subjected to electric shocks or
partial suffocation with rubber tubing.

In October a prison warder was sen-
tenced to nine years’ imprisonment on
conviction of murdering an ANC security
official, Msizi Mchunu, by shooting him
in the back at Ulundi police station on 23
April. At the end of the year the trial was
continuing of seven men, including an
ANC security guard, who were charged
with the abduction and assault of six
people, including a 14-year-old boy, in the
ANC's regional headquarters in Johannes-
burg in April.

Twenty-five people were sentenced to |

death. President Mandela’s government

maintained the moratorium on executions. |

Prior to the elections, Amnesty Interna-
tional campaigned to expose continuing
human rights violations, particularly those
affecting the prospects for free and fair
elections. The organization lobbied bodies
responsible for conducting and monitor-
ing the election process, including the
government, TEC, Independent Electoral
Commission, and the UN and other inter-
governmental  organizations’ observer

missions.
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In an oral statement to the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in February,
Amnesty International highlighted the
positive post-election prospects inherent
in the new constitution, but stressed that
these could be jeopardized unless firm
steps were taken before the election to
curb political killings and other human
rights violations and to restore public con-
fidence in the police and criminal justice
system.

Amnesty International issued two re-
ports in March addressing the human
rights crisis in Bophuthatswana and issues
of justice and accountability left outstand-
ing after the “homeland” government
collapsed.

Amnesty International delegates visited
South Africa during the election period to
gather information about long-standing
human rights concerns.

After the elections, Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the government to ratify
international human rights instruments,
abolish the death penalty and to bring to
justice perpetrators of human rights viola-
tions. It appealed to the new national and
provincial authorities to investigate new
reports of extrajudicial executions and tor-
ture and to provide safeguards in law and
practice against further abuses.

In July Amnesty International submit-
ted comments to the government on the
proposed complaints investigation mech-
anism in the draft Police Bill. In Novem-
ber Amnesty International delegates met
the Minister of Justice in London to dis-
cuss the proposed Commission for Truth
and Reconciliation. On request, Amnesty
International also provided documenta-
tion on the abolition of the death penalty.

SPAIN

There were further allegations of torture
and ill-treatment by law enforcement and
prison officers. There were numerous tri-
als of officers accused of torture and ill-
treatment.

Attacks by the armed Basque group,
Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), Basque
Homeland and Liberty, on the security
forces and civilians continued throughout
the year. Thirteen people, including four

civilians, were killed and more than 20 |

people were injured.

Special legislation regarding armed
groups remained in force. People sus-
pected of belonging to or collaborating
with an armed group can be held incom-
municado for up to five days by judicial
order, 48 hours longer than the normal
limit, and are denied the right to designate
lawyers of their choice.

A major national human rights organ-
ization, the Association against Torture
(acT), recorded 267 complaints of torture
by law enforcement and prison officers in
its report for 1993 published in October.
This was a significant increase over the
previous year. ACT stated that its examina-
tion of judicial action on torture allega-
tions revealed “the continuation of the
policy of reward and pardon” which ef-
fectively provided impunity for officers
convicted of torture.

In March a judicial investigation
opened into the alleged suicide of José
Luis Iglesias Amaro, who had been found
on 28 February hanging by his shoe laces
in an isolation cell in Picassent 1 prison,
near Valencia. He had a history of self-
injury and a few days before his death had
attempted to escape from a hospital where
he was receiving treatment for self-
inflicted injuries. Fellow prisoners alleged
that he was taken on a stretcher to the cell
where he later died. According to their
statements, he was repeatedly beaten by
prison guards armed with truncheons in
the days leading to his death. Photographs
of the deceased and the autopsy revealed
numerous injuries, two to four days old,
including large blood clots in the head
and severe bruising to the face and body.
The injuries were consistent with blows
from truncheons. The investigating magis-
trate failed to interview fellow prisoners,
stating that he considered it unnecessary.




The inquiry was still open at the end of
the year.

Numerous trials of officers charged
with torture and ill-treatment took place.

In January the Provincial Court in Va-
lencia sentenced a police officer to four
months and one day in prison for assault-
ing and seriously injuring Hamid Raaji, a
Moroccan national (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). In September the
Supreme Court rejected the officer’s ap-
peal against this sentence. The officer was
not imprisoned, as custodial sentences of
less than one year and one day are cus-
tomarily not served.

The trial of 16 prison officers accused
of ill-treating 17 prisoners in the Modelo
prison in Barcelona in 1990 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1991 and 1993)
opened in October. In November, 12 offi-
cers were found guilty of injuring the pris-
oners and using ‘“unnecessary severity”.
Two officers were suspended for four
Years and 10 for three years; four others
were acquitted.

In October a police officer in La Coruiia
was committed for trial in December on
charges of ill-treating and injuring Carlos
Vifia Pena, a Civil Guard reservist (see
Amnesty International Report 1994). How-
ever, the court hearing was postponed on
Procedural grounds at the plaintiff’s re-
quest.

Two Civil Guards and three policemen
were charged in October with beating, ill-
treating and threatening Mohamed Hegazy
and Raed Shibli in Ibiza in 1991 (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1992 and
1994),

In November the Provincial Court in
San Sebastian retried five Civil Guard offi-
cers charged with torturing Juan Carlos
Garmendia Irazusta in 1982. In July the
| Supreme Court had ordered the retrial
after overturning the 1993 acquittal of
these officers by the Provincial Court in
San Sebastian (see Amnesty International
Report 1994). Three officers were found
8uilty and the court passed minimum sen-
tences of two months’ imprisonment. The
other two officers were acquitted.

In June the government granted the pe-
tition for pardon of a lieutenant colonel in
the Civil Guard. He was the senior officer
among nine defendants sentenced in 1990
to terms of imprisonment, fines and dis-
Qualification from duty for torturing
Tom4s Linaza Euba in 1981 (see Amnesty

SPAIN/SRI LANKA

International Reports 1982 and 1991). The
officers did not serve their sentences, |
claiming that proceedings relevant to their
convictions were pending. In February the
Provincial Court of Vizcaya ordered the
lieutenant colonel to prison to serve his
six-year prison sentence. Two other offi-
cers were not imprisoned as they had been
sentenced to less than the customary cus-
todial term of one year and one day. The
court also opposed the granting of the
lieutenant colonel’s petition for pardon.
Four months later the government par-
doned and released him.

At the end of the year the government
was considering the appeal for pardons of
five Civil Guard officers found guilty in
October 1992 of torturing Joaqufn Olano
in 1983 (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1984 and 1993).

Amnesty International urged the au-
thorities to ensure that all allegations of
torture and ill-treatment were thoroughly
and impartially investigated and to bring
those responsible to justice.

SRI LANKA

Hundreds of Tamil people, including
prisoners of conscience, were detained,
particularly in the early part of the year.
Torture and ill-treatment of detainees in
police and military custody were wide-
spread; at least one person died allegedly
as a result of torture. Legal safeguards for
detainees were flouted. At least 10 people
were reported to have “disappeared”.
Several people may have been extrajudi-
cially executed. Further evidence came to
light of gross human rights violations in




268

A ETY INTTARATIONAL REFORT 1995

SRI LANKA

the south between 1987 and 1990, but im-
punity for those responsible remained a
serious concern. The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were responsible for
numerous human rights abuses, including
“executions” of prisoners.

In August the People’s Alliance (Pa), a
coalition of parties headed by the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, won parliamentary
elections and formed a government to-
gether with the Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress party, bringing an end to 17 years of
government by the United National Party
(unp). The leader of the pA, Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, was sworn in
as President after winning presidential
elections in November. The unp presiden-
tial candidate, Gamini Dissanayake, was
among more than 50 people killed at an
election rally on 24 October by a suicide
bomber suspected of belonging to the LTTE.

The new government established three
commissions to investigate “disappear-
ances” and extrajudicial executions that
had occurred since 1 January 1988. How-
ever, the commissions were not mandated
to investigate the approximately 700 unre-
solved “disappearances” which took place
between 1984 and 1987. The new govern-
ment introduced legislation to give effect
to the un Convention against Torture and
Other, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment, to which the former
government had acceded in January. The
cases of all prisoners held under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act and the Emer-
gency Regulations were reviewed. The
new government also announced a review
of Sri Lanka’s status under international
human rights instruments and said it
would bring to justice the perpetrators of
human rights violations, grant compensa-
tion to the victims, strengthen the consti-
tutional protection of human rights and
establish a national human rights commis-
sion. However, by the end of the year most
of these measures had not been imple-
mented.

Armed conflict between the security
forces and the LTTE continued in the north-
east. A number of goodwill measures were
taken, including the release of prisoners
by both sides. The government partially
lifted the embargo imposed in June 1990
on the LTTE-controlled areas in the north of
the country. Representatives of the new
government and the LTIE met in mid-
October. However, further meetings were

suspended following the killing of Gamini
Dissanayake and more than 50 others in
October.

The state of emergency lapsed in July
after the dissolution of parliament. It was
briefly reimposed throughout the country
after the parliamentary elections in Au-
gust and following the killing of the unp
presidential candidate in October. At the
end of the year, it remained in force in the
northeast of the country, parts of Puttalam,
Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa Districts,
and in the capital, Colombo, and sur-
rounding areas. Under the Ers in force at
the end of the year the security forces
were no longer required to report arrests to
the Human Rights Task Force (HRTF), a
body set up by the government in 1991 to
establish and maintain a central register of
detainees and to monitor their welfare (see
Amnesty International Report 1994).

Hundreds of Tamil people, including
dozens of prisoners of conscience held
solely on account of their ethnic origin,
were detained in the northeast and in
Colombo, particularly in the early part of
the year. Most were released within a
week. Some of those arrested were held
in unacknowledged detention for several
days. In February Sivasekaram Pancha-
lingam was abducted in Colombo on his
way to work by a group of armed men in
plain clothes. He was reportedly kept
blindfold and beaten daily for 16 days at
an unofficial place of detention used by
officers of the Special Task Force (STF).
Throughout this period relatives were not
given any information about his where-
abouts. He was later handed over to the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
and was still held without charge or trial
at the end of the year.

According to figures published by the
HRTF in August, 3,850 people were held
under the Emergency Regulations or the
Prevention of Terrorism Act: 646 in deten-
tion camps, 204 in rehabilitation camps,
about 2,000 in police stations and about
1,000 in army camps. At the end of the
year an estimated 700 detainees remained
held.

There were persistent reports of torture
and ill-treatment from all parts of the
country. In April a young farmer collect-
ing his identity card from an STF camp in
Batticaloa District was taken into custody
on suspicion of supporting the LTIE. He
was beaten and lost consciousness when




STF officers attempted to strangle him with
a nylon rope. In May police at Gokarella,
Kurunegala District, arrested W.A. Ranjan
Weerasuriya in connection with a robbery.
He alleged that he was hung upside-down
and beaten on the chest and shoulders for
about two hours; that he was made to in-
hale burning charcoal and chilli powder;
that a piece of wood was inserted into his
anal passage and that his testicles were hit
with a club.

In the south, an army deserter who had
been arrested died at Panagoda army camp
in early April, allegedly as a result of tor-
ture. A post-mortem revealed multiple in-
juries to his body, limbs and head, all
caused by blunt instruments.

At least 10 “disappearances” were re-
ported from the east. On 13 January,
Pannichan Kumarakulasingham and his
brother-in-law, Krishnapillai Thanabalas-
ingham, were taken from their homes at
Thalankuda, Batticaloa District, in the
middle of the night by STF personnel. Des-
pite eye-witness accounts of the arrest,
sTF officials at various camps in the area
denied that the two men were in their
custody. Their fate and whereabouts re-
mained unknown at the end of the year.

A lawyer, several opposition politi-
cians and journalists involved in the ex-
cavation of mass graves at Suriyakande in
January received death threats.

Several possible extrajudicial execu-
tions were reported from the northeast. In
the Jaffna peninsula, at least 10 civilians
were reportedly killed during shelling and
bombing carried out by the security forces

| in apparent retaliation for attacks by LTTE
| cadres on military targets. At Valaichenai,

Batticaloa District, a 13-year-old boy was
killed and three other people were injured
when police fired indiscriminately inside
a mosque. Seven police officers were ar-
rested in connection with this killing;
others were transferred out of the area.
Further evidence came to light of gross
human rights violations perpetrated in
southern Sri Lanka between 1987 and
1990, but impunity for those responsible
Temained a serious concern. No action
was known to have been taken on the
findings of the Presidential Commission of
Inquiry into the Involuntary Removal of
Persons (PClRP) — established in January
1991 to investigate “disappearances” -
and none of the PCIRP's reports on the 130
or so cases it had examined since its estab-

SRI LANKA

lishment was made public. Following the
change of government in August, exhuma-
tions took place of about a dozen clandes-
tine graves. They were thought to contain
the remains of people abducted by the se-
curity forces who subsequently “disap-
peared” between 1988 and 1990. Eight
army personnel and a school principal
were committed to stand trial in Septem-
ber 1995. All were charged with abduction
with intent to murder and wrongful con-
finement of a group of young people at
Embilipitiya between late 1989 and early
1990. Five prison officers were charged in
connection with the killing of five remand
prisoners at Mahara prison in 1993 (see
Amnesty International Report 1994).

The LTTE “executed” several people, in-
cluding a suspected robber at Navakuddy
in August, and an LTTE member suspected
of embezzlement at Sittankerni in Sep-
tember. LTTE cadres abducted and killed
several Sinhala and Muslim fishermen,
particularly in the Kalpitiya area, Puttalam
District, north of Colombo. In early Janu-
ary, K. Jeevaratnam, the uNp candidate in
the local elections in Kaluwankerny, Bat-
ticaloa, was killed. A note was reportedly
left by his body stating that all who tried
to contest the elections would suffer the
same fate. The exact number of political
opponents held in unacknowledged de-
tention and people held for ransom by the
LTTE was unknown. Relatives were denied
access to detainees held by the LTTE.

An Amnesty International delegate vis-
ited Colombo in January to investigate re-
ports of the widespread arbitrary arrest
and detention of Tamil people in the city.
The organization published a report, Sri
Lanka: Balancing human rights and secur-
ity; abuse of arrest and detention powers
in Colombo, containing 14 recommenda-
tions for the prevention of human rights
violations during security operations in
Colombo. The government did not re-
spond to the substance of the report. In
July Amnesty International sent an open
letter to all political parties participating
in the parliamentary elections calling on
them to make a public commitment to
human rights protection. No responses
were received. The organization called
upon successive governments, first in Jan-
uary and later in September, to ensure that
exhumations at mass graves thought to
contain the bodies of victims of human
rights violations were carried out under
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the supervision of a multi-disciplinary
team of forensic experts so that evidence
about the identity of the bodies and about
the cause and time of death would not be
lost. In September Amnesty International
welcomed the news that independent
commissions to investigate past “disap-
pearances” and extrajudicial executions
would be established but expressed con-
cern that the new commissions would not
investigate the hundreds of cases that took
place before 1 January 1988.

Amnesty International appealed to the
LTTE to respect human rights and human-
itarian standards and to halt deliberate
killings of non-combatant civilians. It
also called for the release of people held
hostage and urged that the whereabouts of
those detained by LTTE forces be made
known.

Hundreds of suspected government op-
ponents, many of whom were prisoners of
conscience, were arrested. Most were de-
tained, often in secret, without charge or
trial for periods ranging from 24 hours to
a few months. The few political prisoners
who were taken to court did not receive a
fair trial. Torture was widespread, and
numerous floggings were carried out as
punishments. The fate of hundreds of
prisoners who had “disappeared” in pre-
vious years remained unknown. Hun-
dreds of people were extrajudicially
executed in war-affected areas. Both fac-
tions of the armed opposition committed
serious human rights abuses, including
torture and deliberate and arbitrary
killings.

Members of virtually every sector of

Sudanese society in both northern Sudan
and the war-torn south suffered human
rights violations. The government of Pres-
ident Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir
continued to suppress all independent
political activity and a state of emergency
remained in force. In the south and Nuba
mountains, serious abuses were commit-
ted by all sides as the armed conflict,
which has cost over one million lives
since 1983, continued between the gov-
ernment and both factions of the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) — SPLA-
Mainstream, led by John Garang de
Mabior, and sprA-United, led by Riek
Machar Teny-Dhurgon. In September spLA-
United changed its name to the South
Sudan Independence Army (ssiA).

At the start of the year the govern-
ment’s armed forces launched a major mil-
itary offensive in the south, recapturing
several towns they had not held for many
years and burning down numerous vil-
lages. The military activity added to the
millions of people already displaced. The
UN estimated that over two million people
required food aid during the year. In Sep-
tember peace talks between the govern-
ment and both factions of the spLA,
mediated by the foreign ministers of Er-
itrea, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, broke
down.

In February the government said that it
would no longer cooperate with the un
Special Rapporteur on Sudan following
his submission of a critical report to the
UN Commission on Human Rights. In Au-
gust the government ignored his request
for a visa to enable him to visit Sudan. In
November the Special Rapporteur issued a
further interim report to the un General
Assembly in which he concluded that
“potentially all categories and strata of the

| population are affected by violations of

human rights committed by agents of the
Government”.

Hundreds of people, many of them
prisoners of conscience, were arrested for
political reasons. They included members
of banned political parties, trade union-
ists, army officers and aid workers. Most
were detained without charge or trial for
periods ranging from 24 hours to a few
months. Detainees were often held in se-
cret detention centres known as “ghost
houses”. Many suspected government op-
ponents were made to report daily to se-
curity offices and wait there all day,




effectively a form of day-time detention.

Prisoners of conscience arrested in pre-
vious years remained in jail throughout
the year. Among them were at least two
members of the banned Sudan Communist
Party (scp) who had been arrested in De-
cember 1992, including Farouq Ali
Zacharia, an economist.

At least 50 members of banned political
parties and trade unions were arrested in
1994. Former prime minister Sadiq al-
Mahdi, the leader of the opposition Umma
Party and of the Ansar religious order, was
held for 24 hours in April and for 13 days
in June and July. Other members of the
Umma Party were arrested in February
and May. In April Sarah Nugdallah, a
leading member of the Umma Party, was
detained. She was held for 10 weeks in
Omdurman Women'’s Prison.

Members of other opposition political
parties were also arrested. Osman Omar
al-Sharif, a former minister of justice and
prominent member of the Democratic
Unionist Party (pup), was held from Febru-
ary to April. He had previously been im-
Prisoned from 1989 to 1991 and had been
detained in 1993. Mahjoub Mohamed
Sharif, a member of the scp popularly
known as “the people’s poet”, was ar-
rested in May and held for over three
months.

Trade unionists continued to be arres-
ted, questioned, held uncharged, released
and then rearrested. Magdi Mohamedani,
a doctor active in the banned Sudan Doc-
tors Union, was arrested in December
1993 and detained until April. He had
been detained at least twice before. Ali al-
Mahi al-Sakhi, president of the Central
Mint Workers Union, was among six trade
Union activists arrested near Khartoum in
June. This was at least the third time he
had been taken into detention. He was
known to remain in detention in mid-
October but had been released by the end
of the year.

Journalists and lawyers also faced ab-
uses. In February Moatisim Mahmud, the
news editor of al-Sudani al-Dawliyya (Su-
danese International), the first Sudan-
based independent newspaper reporting
Political events to be allowed to publish
since the current government took power,
was arrested. However, al-Sudani al-

Dawliyya continued to publish articles
Critical of government policy and in early
April its

owner and editor-in-chief,

SUDAN

Mahjoub Mohamed al-Hassan Erwa, and
two other journalists were detained and
the newspaper banned. All four journal-
ists were freed by June but the newspaper
remained banned.

Lawyers arrested in 1994 included Ali
Mahmud Hassanein, who took a leading
role in the defence of 12 men charged
with sabotage (see below). He was de-
tained for two weeks in June. In Septem-
ber Mirghani Abdelrahman al-Kadro, a
lawyer in the small eastern town of Rufa‘a,
was arrested with two women colleagues.
The women were released within a week,
but Mirghani Abdelrahman al-Kadro was
taken into detention in Khartoum where
he was known to remain in late October.

In the war zones, the security services
continued to detain suspected government
opponents. There were also persistent re-
ports that troops from the Popular Defence
Force (PDF), a government-created militia,
on military operations captured women
and children for use as domestic slaves.

Few political prisoners were taken to
court and those who were failed to receive
a fair trial. In January the trial of 29 men,
including 17 in exile abroad and tried in
absentia, opened in a specially convened
court in Khartoum. The defendants faced
charges relating to sabotage and had a de-
fence team of several prominent lawyers,
including Ali Mahmud Hassanein (see
above). Detailed evidence emerged that at
least five of the accused had been tortured.
The judge acknowledged that they had
been tortured but he allowed their confes-
sions, which formed the bulk of the pro-
secution case, to be used in evidence. In
April, five of the defendants were sen-
tenced to prison terms ranging from two
to seven years. The others present were
freed.

There was widespread torture by the
army, other security agencies and the PDF.
The victims included children. Routine
beatings, harsh physical exercise and pro-
longed exposure to the sun were appar-
ently regarded as normal methods of
dealing with prisoners. At the January sab-
otage trial, defendants testified that secur-
ity officers had whipped and beaten them
with sticks and lengths of plastic piping,
inserted pins in their ears, pressed hot
metal on their skin and threatened them
with death. One man, al-Hassan Ahmad
Saleh, lost an eye after being beaten dur-
ing interrogation. Court-ordered medical
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reports confirmed bruising and scarring
consistent with their accounts.

In April Nadir Abdel Hamid Khairy, a
political activist who had been in incom-
municado detention since December 1993,
died in Omdurman Military Hospital, ap-
parently after prolonged beatings. The au-
thorities refused to release the body to his

| family.

Suspected government opponents ar-
rested in the war zones were at risk of
torture in military detention centres and
there were persistent reports that captured
SPLA combatants were routinely tortured
before being extrajudicially executed.

Cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-
ments, including flogging, were imposed
by court order. Many of the victims were
poor women convicted of brewing alco-
hol. In mid-1994 the Khartoum authorities
announced a campaign to eradicate the
brewing and drinking of alcohol: in the
first 16 days of June, 657 people were
charged with alcohol-related offences and
many were flogged.

The fate of hundreds of people who
“disappeared” in previous years remained
unknown. The vast majority were civil-
ians from the war zones. The “disap-
peared” include 230 men arrested
between June and August 1992 following
an attack by the spLA on Juba. Among
them were Kennedy Khamis, a customs of-
ficial arrested after he went to Juba milit-
ary headquarters in search of his missing
son; and Joseph W.D. Wali, a geologist who
returned to Sudan in late 1991 after study-
ing abroad.

The report of a commission of inquiry
established by the government in late
1992 to investigate “the incidents wit-
nessed by Juba town” (see Amnesty Inter-
national Reports 1993 and 1994) had not
been made public by the end of the year.
In February the government commented
that the commission blamed the delay on
a “continuous flow of lists” of missing
prisoners submitted by the un Centre for
Human Rights.

Hundreds of civilians and prisoners
were reported to have been extrajudicially
executed during the year. In the south, the
army and PDF attacked villages and killed
civilians. In one incident in April, soldiers
on patrol from the town of Aweil in Bahr
al-Ghazal came across three men fishing
who were from the village of Awulic. Vil-
lagers who heard shooting subsequently

found their bodies lined up on the river
bank.

In January and June military trains
which passed along the only railway line
linking north and south Sudan carried
troops who captured and then killed civil-
ians along the route. Unescorted trains
carrying aid used the same line, attracting
people to the area. Eye-witnesses said that
soldiers on the June train killed people at
each station in territory not under govern-
ment control. They reported that about 30
people were extrajudicially executed at
Gana and at Kanji. Survivors reported that
at Mondit 50 people were killed, that uni-
formed soldiers raped women and that
both men and women were beaten with
sticks and axes. A number of adolescent
girls were reportedly taken captive into
domestic slavery outside the war zones.
There were further reports of killings
along the railway line in December.

There were renewed reports of killings
in the Nuba mountains at the start of the
year. In January PDF members were said to
have killed Mahmud Issa as he tried to de-
fend his wife from being raped. The ppF
also reportedly ambushed and killed over
60 civilians travelling from Lagowa to
Dilling. Also in January, a group of Nuba
was detained by pDF members at Kurgal.
Seventeen were shot dead, among them
Salah Ibrahim and Hussein Abdalla. A
number of survivors were severely beaten
by security officials during interrogation.

Each faction of the spLA was respons-
ible for gross human rights abuses. Troops
loyal to two different spLA-United com-
manders in Upper Nile deliberately killed
an unknown number of civilians in early
1994 during internal fighting within spLA-
United. Tens of thousands of people were
forced to flee their homes and the delivery
of humanitarian assistance by the UN again
became an imperative for survival.

Dissident spLA prisoners held by spLa-
Mainstream since early 1993 were re-
leased in January, but at least two — Major
Robert Akuak Kudum and Captain Gabriel
Majok Nyieth - had died in spLA detention
the previous year. In August Carlo Madut
Deng, a doctor, was abducted in Uganda
and detained and reportedly tortured by
SPLA-Mainstream troops in Nimule in
southern Sudan. By December it had be-
come clear that he had died in detention.

In June sPLA-Mainstream announced

| that Martin Majier Gai, a judge and an




influential Dinka politician, first arrested
in 1984 and held until late 1992 before
being rearrested in January 1993, had been
“shot while trying to escape” in early
1993. The announcement followed the de-
claration of an amnesty by spLA-Main-
stream for political prisoners following
which they would have had to produce
Martin Majier Gai. It was believed he was
deliberately killed in detention.

Amnesty International repeatedly ap-
pealed to the government to release pris-
oners of conscience and to ensure that
all political detainees were promptly and
fairly tried, or released. It called for action
to end torture, floggings, “disappearances”
and extrajudicial executions.

The organization made two attempts to
send a high-level delegation to Sudan to
meet senior government officials. The gov-
ernment requested Amnesty International
to postpone its visit on each occasion.

In June Amnesty International repres-
entatives visited parts of Sudan under
spLA control and held meetings with spLA-
Mainstream and spLA-United commanders.
The organization urged both factions to
observe basic humanitarian standards and
to end deliberate and arbitrary killings and
other abuses.

In July Amnesty International wrote to
the Sudanese Government, both factions
of the spLA and the governments of Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, calling for
human rights issues to be placed on the
agenda of the peace talks.

In September Amnesty International
published a report, Sudan: Outside the
war zones: secret detention and torture in
northern Sudan, urging the government to
end the use of detention without charge or
trial in secret detention centres and to stop
the use of torture.

SWAZILAND

Dozens of prisoners of conscience were
briefly detained. There were numerous al-
legations of torture in police custody. Po-
lice used excessive force against striking
trade unionists. Five people remained
under sentence of death.

All party political activity continued to
be banned. In the face of increasing unrest,
the government, led by Prime Minister
Prince Mbilini, further restricted the rights

.
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to peaceful assembly and expression.

Several legislative changes restricted
basic rights. In June an amendment to the
1993 Non-Bailable Offences Act (NBOA)
(see Amnesty International Report 1994)
obliged courts to deny bail to any person
charged with offences listed in the Act,
without police having to present evidence
of the accused’s involvement. One of these
listed offences is “breach of the public
order”, which could result in the deten-
tion of government opponents for holding
meetings. The Act was used during 1994
to deny bail to suspects charged with po-
litical offences.

A proposed amendment to the Sedition
and Subversive Activities Act, which
included penalties of up to 10 years’ im-
prisonment for publishing “seditious” ma-
terial, was withdrawn after widespread
opposition. The amendment would have
effectively prevented newspapers from re-
porting critically on any branch of govern-
ment.

The government-appointed Judicial
Services Commission (jsc) formed in 1993
(see Amnesty International Report 1994)
continued to compromise the impartiality
of the judiciary. Four magistrates faced
charges instigated by the jsc. For example,
magistrate Sipho Dlamini was arrested
and charged with defeating the ends of
justice after he cautioned a suspect who
alleged that he had agreed to confess to a
crime because of torture by police officers.
The magistrate told the suspect that con-
fessions must be freely given and would
be used against him, and the suspect with-
drew the confession. Sipho Dlamini was
subsequently acquitted by the High Court
but immediately dismissed from his post
by the jsc.

Dozens of opposition supporters were
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briefly detained during 1994. For example,
in April seven supporters of the People’s
United Democratic Movement (PUDEMO)
were arrested at a peaceful demonstration
marking the 1973 suspension of Swazi-
land’s Constitution. They were charged
under the King's Proclamation No. 12 of
1973, which bans political activity. They
were held incommunicado in harsh condi-
tions for two days before being released on
bail. The charges were dropped in June.

In October, seven PUDEMO supporters
were arrested at a demonstration calling
for democratic reform. They were charged
under the Sedition Act because they car-
ried placards calling on the government to
resign. They were also charged with a
breach of the public order and were ini-
tially denied bail under the NBOA. In No-
vember they were acquitted of the sedition
charge, but found guilty of participating in
a demonstration without police permis-
sion. All seven were sentenced to seven
days’ imprisonment and released because
of their time in pre-trial detention. How-
ever, two — Mphandlana Shongwe and
Andreas Lukhele — were rearrested because
they already had suspended sentences. At
the end of 1994 they were free on bail
pending the Appeal Court’s decision on
their appeal against their convictions.

There were numerous allegations of
torture in police custody. In May a de-
fendant told a court that he confessed to
murder after being beaten and suffocated
by police officers. Also in May a magis-
trate stated in court that police routinely
treated suspects “so brutally” that he
could not allow them to be remanded in
police custody overnight. In August a de-
fendant alleged that when he was arrested
he was handcuffed and put in a car boot,
and then assaulted at a police station for
three days before being charged.

In July police officers used tear-gas and
batons to disperse striking workers and re-
portedly assaulted Paul Dlamini, Secretary
General of the Swaziland Manufacturing
and Allied Workers' Union. Days later po-
lice officers shot and seriously wounded a
striking worker, then briefly detained Jan
Sithole, Secretary General of the Swazi-
land Federation of Trade Unions.

No new death sentences were imposed
by the courts and two death sentences
were overturned on appeal. Five people
remained under sentence of death await-
ing the outcome of appeals.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern about the imprisonment of PUDEMO
supporters and others for exercising their
rights to freedom of assembly and expres-
sion and about their prison and bail con-
ditions. Amnesty International wrote to
the government about the continuing ex-
istence of laws which provide for the im-
prisonment of peaceful demonstrators and
those expressing their peaceful political
views. Amnesty International was also
concerned about the numerous allegations
of torture in police custody.

SWEDEN

There were a few reports of ill-treatment
in custody, some relating to previous
years.

Sergio Nigretti, an Italian national, al-
leged that he had been ill-treated while
held in isolation at Kumla prison in 1993.
The regional public prosecution authority,
which conducted an investigation into the
allegations, concluded that there were no
grounds for further proceedings.

In June the Appeals Court confirmed
the suspended sentences and fines levied
against three prison guards found guilty of
breach of duty regarding the death in cus-
tody in July 1993 of Tony Mutka (see
Amnesty International Report 1994). Tony
Mutka had died in custody while being
transported from prison to hospital wear-
ing only underpants, lying face-down on
the floor between the front and back seats
of a van, handcuffed behind the back and
with his feet chained. Guards sitting in the
back seat above him had placed their feet
on Tony Mutka and shortly before he died
a guard had stood on him. The Appeals




Court did not consider the guards’ con-
duct to be a gross breach of duty. In No-
vember the Supreme Court denied the
family’s and the prison guards’ requests
for further review. Revised procedures for
transporting prisoners in need of treat-
ment came into force in January.

Amnesty International wrote to the
government in March and April calling for
Sergio Nigretti to be medically examined
and treated, urging that his allegations be
independently investigated, and request-
ing to be informed about the findings of
the investigation. In September Amnesty
International received from the authorities
the findings of the investigation.

SWITZERLAND

o b

Scores of conscientious objectors to mil-
itary service were sentenced to terms of
imprisonment or compulsory work by
military tribunals. There were allegations

of ill-treatment by law enforcement
officers.

In April the un Committee against Tor-
ture considered the government’s periodic
report on its compliance with the un Con-
vention against Torture. The committee
expressed concern about police ill-treat-
ment and recommended reforms in legis-
lation and procedures relating to police
custody and preventive detention.

There was still no alternative civilian
service available to conscientious objec-
tors to compulsory military service. How-
ever, in June the government approved the
text of a bill introducing such a service.
Conscripts demonstrating their inability to
reconcile military service with their con-
sciences would qualify for the right to per-
form civilian service one and a half times

SWEDEN/SWITZERLAND

the length of ordinary military service. In
November a parliamentary committee ex-
amining the bill proposed restricting ac-
cess to civilian service to those objecting
to military service on “ethical” grounds.
Further parliamentary examination of the
bill was scheduled for 1995.

Meanwhile, under the Military Penal
Code, refusal to perform military service
remained a criminal offence. However,
where a tribunal concluded that a con-
script was unable to reconcile military
service with his conscience because of
“fundamental ethical values”, he was sen-
tenced to a period of work in the public
interest and did not acquire a criminal
record. Conscientious objectors who failed
to qualify because, for example, the tri-
bunals considered that they had opposed
military service on political grounds, con-
tinued to be sentenced to terms of impris-
onment. However, few conscientious
objectors reportedly served prison sen-
tences during 1994 as many cantons had
moratoriums on such sentences, pending
the introduction of a civilian service.
Those who were imprisoned were consid-
ered prisoners of conscience.

There were allegations of ill-treatment
by law enforcement officers; many con-
cerned foreign nationals. Emmanuel John
and George James both claimed Sudanese
nationality on applying for political asy-
lum in Switzerland, but their nationality
was disputed by the refugee authorities.
They lodged a complaint claiming that
two police officers had subjected them to
an unprovoked physical assault and racial
abuse following an identity check outside
Sissach railway station, in the Canton of
Basel-Land, in July. They alleged that one
officer punched George James in the stom-
ach, knocking him to the ground, and that
a police dog was set on them. George
James was apparently bitten by the dog on
his thigh and Emmanuel John was bitten
so severely on his buttocks and stomach
that he lost consciousness. The officers
then left the scene, but returned after
George James sought assistance at a local
police post. They called an ambulance
which transferred both injured men to
hospital where they were kept overnight
for treatment. The officers accused them
of obstructing the police by refusing to
identify themselves. A judicial investiga-
tion was opened into the alleged incid-
ents, but Emmanuel John and George
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James were not questioned about their al-
legations for over three months. As their
asylum applications had by then been re-
jected definitively they were obliged to
leave the country shortly after being ques-
tioned.

Several allegations of ill-treatment
came from the Canton of Geneva. In a
complaint lodged in September, Denise
Moreira, a Brazilian citizen, alleged that
she had been ill-treated by two Geneva po-
lice officers following an identity check in
August. She claimed that they subjected
her to racist insults and used a dispropor-
tionate degree of force to remove her from
her apartment after she refused to accom-
pany them to the police station. She al-
leged that they siezed her, threw her down
a flight of stairs and kicked and punched
her repeatedly. She stated that in an at-
tempt to escape the blows she tried unsuc-
cessfully to bite the hand of one of the
officers, upon which they attacked her
more violently, leaving her prostrate on
the floor. Neighbours stated that they had
heard sounds of someone being hit, in-
sulted by the police and crying for help.
She was taken to the police station where
she was seen by a doctor who supplied
medication. She was formally accused of
illegal residence and of using violence
against the police and transferred to
prison where she received a medical ex-
amination the next day. The examination
found cuts and bruises on her right hand,
elbow and side, on both knees and the
stomach. A medical certificate issued by a
local hospital after her release from prison
two days later recorded bruises “compati-
ble” with the blows she claimed to have
received. The Prosecutor General filed
Denise Moreira’s complaint in December
stating, apparently incorrectly, that she
was an illegal resident and concluding
that her injuries were “perfectly compati-
ble with the legitimate use of force”.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and ex-
pressed concern that people continued to
be punished for refusing military service
on grounds of conscience. It welcomed the
progress made towards the introduction of
a civilian alternative to military service.

In April Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Switzerland: Allegations of

| illtreatment in police custody. It con-
| cluded that the number of such allegations
| received by the organization, taken

together with the findings of other interna-
tional governmental and non-governmen-
tal organizations, indicated “a substantial
cause for concern”.

Amnesty International sought informa-
tion from the authorities on the steps
taken to investigate cases of alleged ill-
treatment and the outcome of inquiries
opened into such allegations. The author-
ities responded to the majority of cases
raised by the organization. Some gave in-
formation about the status of investiga-
tions or court proceedings. Others stated
that the allegations were unfounded or
that injuries incurred by detainees were
the result of police officers using the de-
gree of force necessary to subdue a person
violently resisting arrest.

SYRIA
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Hundreds of long-term political de-
tainees, including prisoners of con-
science, appeared before the Supreme
State Security Court whose procedures
fall far short of international fair trial
standards. Many of the defendants were
convicted and sentenced to up to 15
years’ imprisonment. The outcome of
most of the trials had not been made pub-
lic by the end of the year. Few political
arrests were reported to have taken place
during the year. Several thousand polit-
ical prisoners, including prisoners of con-
science, remained in prison: some were
serving sentences imposed after unfair
trials; most were held without charge or
trial under state of emergency legislation.
Several political prisoners continued to
be held after their sentences had expired.
Torture of detainees was widespread. At
least two people were executed.
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Hundreds of suspected government
opponents, including prisoners of con-
science, appeared before the Supreme
State Security Court (sssc) whose proced-
ures fall far short of international fair trial
standards. The court, which was estab-
lished in 1968 to deal solely with political
and state security cases, is not bound by
the Code of Criminal Procedure and de-
nies defendants many of the rights guaran-
teed under this code, including the right
of appeal. The defendants had been arres-
ted between 1980 and 1993 and held with-
out charge or trial. They were brought
before the sssc on charges of membership
of, or activities relating to, various unau-
thorized political organizations. Many
were sentenced to prison terms and
dozens were acquitted or had the charges
against them dropped. The outcome of
most of the cases had not been made pub-
lic by the end of 1994.

When the trials began in July 1992,
most of the defendants were represented
by lawyers chosen by their relatives, al-
though some reportedly refused legal rep-
resentation in protest against the SssC's
procedures (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994). However, by the beginning of
1994, most of these lawyers had with-
drawn in protest at the conduct of the tri-
als. They were replaced by other lawyers
appointed by the Bar Association at the
sssc’'s request. All the defendants had
been denied access to legal assistance in
prolonged pre-trial detention, including
during interrogation by the sssc prosecu-
tor before the court hearings. Defence
lawyers rarely had prior access to their
clients’ files and were unaware of the spe-
cific charges against them. In some cases
lawyers were denied the right to meet
their clients in private or to call defence
witnesses.

Over 300 prisoners charged in connec-
tion with Hizb al-‘Amal al-Shuyu‘i, the
Party for Communist Action (pca), were
on trial before the sssc. Most of them, in-
cluding many prisoners of conscience,
had been held without charge or trial for
years, in some cases for over 12 years.
They included Silya ‘Abbas, a student of
mathematics at Damascus University, who
was reportedly held incommunicado. Her
father, ‘Abbas ‘Abbas, detained for alleged
links with the pca since January 1982, was
also on trial. During the year, many of
these defendants were sentenced. Among

| dish Democratic Party (kDP).
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them was Anwar Badr, a radio and televi-
sion journalist, who received a 12-year
prison term. Dozens of defendants were
released; the results of the trials of the re-
mainder were not known.

About 30 people charged with member-
ship of or links with al-Hizb al-Shuyu'i al-
Maktab al-Siyassi, the Communist Party
Political Bureau (cppB), appeared before
the sssc. Most of them were sentenced to
between eight and 15 years’ imprison-
ment. Among them was Ahmad Faiz
al-Fawwaz, a 62-year-old doctor, who re-
ceived a 15-year prison sentence. Riad al-
Turk, a leading member of the cppB who
was arrested in 1980, remained held in in-
communicado detention without charge or
trial. Throughout his detention he had
been allowed only one visit by his wife

| and daughter, in 1993.

At least 18 people were tried for
alleged links with two unauthorized
Nasserist political movements, Hizb al-Itti-

I had al-‘Arabi al-Ishtiraki fi-Suriya, the

Arab Socialist Union Party in Syria, and
al-Tanzim al-Sha'bi al-Dimugrati  al-
Naseri, the Nasserist Democratic Popular
Organization. Sixteen were released; no
information was available regarding the
remaining two defendants.

Dozens of political detainees suspected
of links with unauthorized Kurdish organ-
izations were tried during the year. Some
of them were sentenced to up to two
years’ imprisonment and were released as
they had been detained since 1992. They
included Ahmad Hassu, who was arrested
in 1992 and sentenced to two years’ im-
prisonment in connection with the Kur-
He was
released in May. It was not known
whether the court had reached a verdict in
the remaining cases.

About 50 political detainees held in
with Hizb al-Ba'th al-

Dimugrati al-Ishtiraki al-‘Arabi, the Arab
Socialist Democratic Ba‘th Party, re-
mained held. Most were believed to be
facing trial before the sssc, but the out-
come of their trial was not known.

Few political arrests were reported to
have taken place during the year, but
no details were made public by the
authorities.

Several thousand political prisoners,
including prisoners of conscience, re-
mained held. Some were serving prison

| sentences imposed after unfair trials; most
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were held without charge or trial.

Scores of prisoners of conscience con-
tinued serving lengthy prison sentences
imposed by the sssc in 1992 and 1993 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). Ten had been sentenced in March
1992 to between five and 10 years’ impris-
onment on charges connected with the
Committees for the Defence of Democratic
Freedoms and Human Rights in Syria, an
unauthorized organization. They included
Aktham Nu‘aysa, a lawyer who was re-
ported to be in poor health, and Nizar
Nayyuf, a sociologist. The others had been
sentenced in 1993 to between three and 15
years in prison for alleged links with the
PCA. One of them, Khalil Husain Husain, a
chemist, who had been sentenced to eight
years’ imprisonment in October 1993, was
released in May. He had already spent
more than eight years in pre-trial
detention.

The majority of political detainees still
held without charge or trial were alleged
supporters of al-lkhwan al-Muslimun, the
Muslim Brotherhood (see previous Am-
nesty International Reports). Most re-
mained in incommunicado detention and
their whereabouts were unknown. A few
were said to have been tried, but no de-
tails were available.

Three long-term prisoners of con-
science, all former government and Ba‘th
Party officials, remained in al-Mezze Mil-
itary Prison in Damascus, the capital; all
had been detained without charge or
trial since 1970 and were reportedly in
poor health. They were: Muhammad ‘Id
‘Ashawi, aged 64; Fawzi Rida, in his six-
ties; and ‘Abd al-Hamid Miqdad. Five for-
mer leading members of the Ba‘th Party,
all prisoners of conscience, were released
in February and October. They had all
been detained without charge or trial
since their arrest between 1969 and 1972.
They were: Ahmad Suwaidani, Mustafa
Rustum, Hadithe Murad, ‘Adel Na'issa,
and Dafi Jam'‘ani, a Jordanian national.

At least 130 doctors, lawyers and engi-
neers who had been arrested following a
one-day general strike in 1980 remained
held without charge or trial. They in-
cluded Tawfiq Draq al-Siba‘i, a doctor,
who was reported to be in al-Mezze Milit-
ary Prison in 1987. Since then there has
been no news of his whereabouts. The
government stated that two people arres-
ted following the strike had been tried and

sentenced: ‘Abd al-Majid ‘Abd al-Qadir, a
veterinary surgeon, was reportedly serving
a life sentence; ‘Abd al-Rahman Kittaniji, a
physician, was reportedly sentenced to 15
years' imprisonment in 1980.

Hundreds of Lebanese nationals and
Palestinians arrested in previous years in
Lebanon or Syria as suspected political
activists remained detained (see previous
Amnesty International Reports). Most
were held incommunicado and their
whereabouts were unknown. They in-
cluded Khadija Yahya Bukhari, a singer,
who had been held incommunicado since
her arrest at Lebanon International Airport
in April 1992. She was reported to have
been tried in secret before a military court.

Several other political prisoners re-
mained held despite having completed
their prison sentences. They included
Mustafa Tawfiq Fallah and Jalal al-Din
Mirhij, former military staff whose sen-
tences expired in 1985. No additional
charges had been brought against them.

Eleven men who had been held incom-
municado without charge or trial since
August 1993 were released on 3 July. They
had been detained shortly after attending
the funeral of Salah Jadid, a former pris-
oner of conscience who died in custody in
August 1993 after almost 23 years in de-
tention without charge or trial (see Am-
nesty International Report 1994).

Torture of political detainees remained
widespread. Commonly cited torture
methods included falaga (beatings on the
soles of the feet) and dullab (the “tyre”,
whereby the victim is suspended from a
tyre and beaten with sticks or cables).
Many defendants who appeared before the
sssc alleged that they had been tortured
and that their “confessions” had been ex-
tracted under duress. The court did not
order investigations into their allegations.
Government ministers told Amnesty Inter-
national delegates who visited Damascus
in October that torture was illegal in Syria
and provided them with a list of some 40
officers whom they said had been referred
for trial in connection with torture allega-
tions. However, they provided no informa-
tion about the cases of torture submitted
by Amnesty International.

There were reports that Dani Mansur-
ati, a Lebanese national, died in custody
in April. He was reportedly arrested in
May 1992 and held incommunicado at
the Air Force Intelligence headquarters in




Damascus. No investigation into his death
was known to have been carried out.

Scores of political prisoners arrested in
previous years remained unaccounted for
and it was feared they had “disappeared”.
They included Ghassan Abazid, a lawyer
and member of the Syrian Bar Associ-
ation, who was arrested in 1982 in Da-
mascus.

Scores of asylum-seekers of various na-
tionalities were held in contravention of
international human rights standards or
were at risk of being sent back to countries
where they faced human rights violations.
They included ‘Abd al-Basit ‘Azuz, a
Libyan national. He was reportedly living
in hiding in Syria after escaping from cus-
tody in October 1993 while he was being
taken to the port of Latagiyya in prepara-
tion for his forcible return to Libya. An-
other Libyan national was forcibly sent
back to Libya at the same time: no infor-
mation was available about his fate or
whereabouts following his return. In re-
sponse to Amnesty International’s queries,
the Syrian authorities claimed that the
two had not informed them of any request
for asylum. Other asylum-seekers were de-
tained incommunicado for long periods
and some were allegedly tortured or ill-
treated. All were said to have been denied
access to any asylum procedure or to the
judiciary.

At least two people were executed.
Both were convicted of murder.

Amnesty International continued to ap-
peal for the immediate and unconditional
release of all prisoners of conscience and
for all other political prisoners to receive
fair and prompt trials or be released. It
urged the authorities to initiate impartial
investigations into all torture allegations
and to end the use of the death penalty.
The organization also urged the authorit-
ies to ensure that all asylum-seekers were
given access to fair refugee procedures
and the judiciary.

In July Amnesty International sent a
comprehensive memorandum to the gov-
ernment entitled Amnesty International’s
Continuing Human Rights Concerns in
Syria. A delegation from the organization
visited Damascus in October and dis-
cussed the memorandum with ministers,
senior judges and officials. The authorities
gave an undertaking to study the memo-
randum and respond to the issues and
cases raised by the organization, but no

SYRIA/TADZHIKISTAN

response was received by the end of the
year.

In April Amnesty International submit-
ted information about its concerns in
Syria for uN review under a procedure
established by Economic and Social Coun-
cil Resolutions 728r/1503 for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

TADZHIKISTAN

Two probable prisoners of conscience
were among political prisoners released
by the government in exchange for
hostages held by opposition forces. Two
journalists who were detained briefly for
possessing an opposition newspaper were
prisoners of conscience. A man who
“disappeared” in 1992 was found dead.
One political prisoner was executed,
and at least six death sentences were
passed. Armed opposition forces report-
edly killed captured government soldiers.

Talks aimed at settling the armed
conflict between government forces and
armed groups supporting the outlawed
opposition convened in Russia in April.
They continued during the rest of the year
in two further rounds held in Iran and
Pakistan. The third round in September
led to an agreement on a temporary cease-
fire which took effect in October and was
still holding at the end of the year. In Sep-
tember the outlawed opposition split
when the Democratic Party repudiated its
former alliance with the Islamic Renais-
sance Party.

While pursuing the peace negotiations,
the government held a national referen-
dum in November which approved a new
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constitution. It also held an election to the
reinstated office of President. The presid-
ential election was won by the head of
state, Supreme Council Chairman Imamali
Rakhmonov. His opponent, former Prime
Minister Abdumalik Abdullodzhanov, and
independent observers alleged that there
had been irregularities, including vote
rigging and intimidation of voters by
Imamali Rakhmonov’s supporters. The
Democratic Party sought to participate in
the election, but the Islamic Renaissance
Party called on its supporters to boycott it.

Two probable prisoners of conscience
were released in November in an ex-
change of prisoners between the gov-
ernment and the armed opposition.
Dzhumaboy Niyazov and Nuriddin
Sadridinnov had been convicted in 1993
of illegal firearms possession (see Amnesty
International Report 1994, where Sadri-
dinnov’s name is given incorrectly as
Sadiriddinov). Also released by the gov-
ernment in the exchange were political
prisoners Mirbobo Mirrakhimov, Akhmad-
sho Kamilov, Khayriddin Kasymov and
Khurshed Nazarov (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). The prisoners re-
leased by the opposition were captured
government soldiers. In total, 27 prisoners
were released by each side.

Journalists Maksud Khusaynov and
Mukhammadrakhim Saydar were de-
tained in August after state security agents
searched their homes and discovered
copies of an opposition newspaper pub-
lished outside Tadzhikistan. They were
prisoners of conscience. They were re-
leased from custody within days of being
detained.

The body of Mirzonazar Imomnazarov,
a Pamiri man who “disappeared” in De-
cember 1992, was found in a Dushanbe
suburb in January. According to reports he
had been killed recently, suggesting that
he had been held in unacknowledged de-
tention for over 13 months. The authorit-
ies began an investigation into his death.

Political prisoner Adzhik Aliyev was
executed in September. He had been sen-
tenced to death in 1993 after a trial which
may have been unfair (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994). Six men were
known to have been sentenced to death in
1994. At the end of the year the fate of
these men and of five others sentenced to
death in 1993 could not be confirmed.

Opposition forces reportedly killed

some of a group of more than 50 govern-
ment soldiers they captured in July near
Tavildara, close to the Afghanistan border.
It was not clear in what circumstances
these killings occurred.

Amnesty International welcomed the
news of the release of Dzhumaboy Niya-
zov and Nuriddin Sadridinnov, having
previously called for a judicial review of
their criminal convictions. It called for
the immediate and unconditional release
of Maksud Khusaynov and Mukhammad-
rakhim Saydar. It continued to call on the
government to investigate reports of extra-
judicial executions and “disappearances”
dating from 1992 and 1993, and asked to

be kept informed of the findings of invest- |

igations announced by the government. It
called for a review of the case of Adzhik
Aliyev on the grounds that he may not
have received a fair trial. It urged commu-
tation of all pending death sentences.

In July Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern about the fate of govern-
ment soldiers captured near Tavildara,
following reports that some of the soldiers
had been killed. It called on the self-pro-
claimed “government-in-exile” to ensure
that its armed forces, or those acting with
its approval, fully respected human rights
and the basic humanitarian standards set
out in the Geneva Conventions and other
relevant international standards.

In April Amnesty International sought
official permission to visit Tadzhikistan.
No response was received to its request.

TAIWAN

There were continued reports of ill-
treatment of suspects in police custody.
Military conscripts received disciplinary
punishments reportedly amounting to tor-
ture or ill-treatment. At least 13 prisoners
were executed.

Attempts by the Republic of China
(Roc), Taiwan, to break out of its interna-
tional diplomatic isolation continued and
were marked by unofficial visits by Pres-
ident Lee Teng-hui to some countries in
Asia. Taiwan’s attempts to join the UN
continued to face obstacles, partly because
the governments of the roc and of the
People’s Republic of China refused to re-
cognize each other. Taiwan was unable to
accede to any of the multilateral treaties




relating to the protection of human rights,
and the authorities made no public com-
mitment to accede to them in future.

The Constitution was amended in July
to allow the direct election of the presid-
ent in 1996, when Li Teng-hui's term
ends, and to provide more safeguards for
the rights of indigenous people. In May,
when the National Assembly convened to
discuss the constitutional amendments,
572 judges called for reforms aimed at im-
proving judicial independence. No judi-
cial reform had been proposed by the
government by the end of the year.

There were continuing allegations of
ill-treatment of people in police custody
and detention centres. In August Pan
Chang died while serving a 30-day prison
term in the southern city of Tainan for al-
leged violations of public order. Accord-
ing to an unofficial medical report,
injuries seen on his body may have been
caused by beatings. In the same month,
Chou Hung-yu, a deaf and mute university
student, was detained and reportedly
beaten by police during a murder invest-
igation. An opposition member of the
Legislative Yuan stated that police had
broken into Chou Hung-yu’s room without
a warrant. No inquiry into these incidents
was known to have been concluded by the
end of the year.

In January three army officers were sen-
tenced to prison terms for beating to death
an army conscript in July 1993 (see Am-
nesty International Report 1994). The
court sentenced Kung Teh-huai to 12
years' imprisonment for beating and kick-
ing conscript Chen Shih-wei. Two other
junior officers, Ku Jung-feng and Chen
Chia-hsiung, were sentenced to three and
five years’ imprisonment respectively.

In September the Control Yuan, an in-
dependent state agency empowered to in-
vestigate official misconduct, made public
a detailed report of its investigations into
complaints that police and prosecutors
had ill-treated suspects in two related
1988 murder cases. The report concluded
that several suspects were tortured into
making false confessions during interroga-
tion, by being suspended from a horizon-
tal wooden pole, choked and gagged. In
one incident, a female suspect was un-
dressed and an investigator inserted an
object into her vagina. The report recom-
mended that the officials involved should
be prosecuted, but no action was known
to have been taken by the end of the year.

At least 13 prisoners were executed.
Prisoners under sentence of death whose
sentences had not been finally confirmed
by the Supreme Court continued to be
held permanently shackled. This practice
amounts to an arbitrary additional punish-
ment and constitutes cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment. A government state-
ment in October denied that permanent
shackling amounted to inhuman treatment
but officials said that the treatment of pris-
oners under sentence of death was being
reviewed.

The government made public the re-
sults of a public opinion survey on the
death penalty carried out in 1993. It con-
cluded that a majority of the respondents,
while supporting the death penalty, did
not believe that its increased use in pre-
vious years had improved public order.
Most of those interviewed supported a
temporary suspension of all executions,
pending further studies.

In October an Amnesty International
delegate visited Taiwan to gather informa-
tion about reports of ill-treatment of crim-
inal suspects and military conscripts. In
meetings with government officials, the
delegate stressed that Taiwan should im-
plement relevant provisions of all interna-
tional human rights instruments despite
its inability to ratify treaties formally.
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At least two supporters of an opposition
party in Zanzibar imprisoned for sedition
and others briefly detained were prison-
ers of conscience. Two journalists were
charged with sedition. Courts continued
to impose caning sentences. At least three
people were sentenced to death and at
least eight people were executed.

In August the ruling Chama Cha
Mapinduzi (ccM), Party of the Revolution,
announced its opposition to the creation
of a Tanganyika government on the main-
land equivalent in status to the govern-
ment of Zanzibar. The Union government,
led by President Ali Hassan Mwinyi,
dropped plans to amend the Constitution
in order to create a Tanganyika govern-
ment.

There continued to be allegations of
harassment by the authorities of members
and supporters of opposition parties, not-
ably in Zanzibar. The opposition Civic
United Front (CUF) was repeatedly denied
permits by the authorities to hold public
meetings in the north of Zanzibar.

cur members and supporters in Zanz-
ibar were arrested for short periods and at
least two people were imprisoned on
charges of possessing seditious material in
the form of recordings of cur public meet-
ings. Bosa Haji and another man were sen-
tenced by Mbkokotoni primary court to
three months’ imprisonment for posses-
sion of an audio-cassette of a CUF public
meeting at which government officials
were accused of corruption.

In March, two mainland journalists,
Paschal Shija, editor of The Express, and
Riaz Gulamani, its publisher, were arres-
ted after an editorial accused the Union

government of incompetence. They were
released after 10 hours but were rearrested
soon after and charged with sedition be-
fore being granted bail. If found guilty,
they could face up to five years’ imprison-
ment. Their lawyers challenged the consti-
tutionality of the charges in the High
Court. They had not been tried by the end
of the year.

Outstanding charges from September
1993 against 10 opponents of the Zanzibar
Government, including Huwena Hamad,
the wife of the Vice-Chairman of the cuF,
were dropped in 1994 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994). They had been
charged with organizing an illegal assem-
bly and insulting Dr Salmin Amour, the
President of Zanzibar.

Courts continued to impose sentences
of caning — a cruel, inhuman or degrading
punishment. In August a resident magis-
trate in Kisutu sentenced Emmanuel
Charles and Joachim Chacha to 10 strokes
each of the cane and 30 years’ imprison-
ment for robbery with violence. It was not
known if the sentences had been carried
out by the end of the year.

At least three people were sentenced to
death for murder. At least seven men and
one woman were executed in secret in
Dodoma in October. In June a judge ruled
that the death penalty violated the Tan-
zanian Constitution and was accordingly
null and void, when he sentenced two
men found guilty of murder to life impris-
onment. In October the Attorney-General
appealed against his ruling to the Court of
Appeal. The Court of Appeal had not
ruled by the end of the year.

Amnesty International expressed its
concern about the detention or imprison-
ment of prisoners of conscience and about
the use of caning. It called on the Union
government to abolish the death penalty.

THAILAND

At least five death sentences were im-
posed during the year, although there
were no reports of any executions. Prison-
ers were reportedly held in conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment. Refugees and asylum-seek-
ers from Myanmar and other countries
were also held in such conditions, and
hundreds were returned to their countries




of origin, where they were at risk of
human rights violations.

The five-party coalition government led
by Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai, which
came to power following elections in Sep-
tember 1992, continued to govern the
country. Discussion continued in both
houses of Parliament over redrafting the
1991 Constitution promulgated by the Na-
tional Security and Peacekeeping Council
(the military government of the time), but
no progress was made on substantive re-
form. Despite the commitment made by
the Thai Government to the un World
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in
June 1993 that Thailand would accede to
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, by the end of the year it
had not done so.

In July a group of non-governmental or-
ganizations arranged a conference to dis-
cuss human rights in southeast Asia to
coincide with a meeting of the Association
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).
Three overseas delegates who arrived to
take part in the conference were deported,
on the grounds that they had not re-
quested work permits 30 days in advance.
Such a requirement had not been imposed
before, and official condemnation of the
conference by the Thai authorities sug-
gested that the freedom of human rights
groups to organize international meetings
in Thailand might in future be subjected
to similar arbitrary restrictions.

The whereabouts of 39 people who
vanished during the security forces’ viol-
ent crack-down on pro-democracy demon-
strations in May 1992 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1993 and 1994) had
still not been established by the end of
1994; they may have been victims of extra-

THAILAND

judicial executions. The government did
not reveal the full results of a Defence
Ministry investigation into the military’s
role in May 1992, although the report had
been submitted to the government in July
1992. In May 1994 the Interior Ministry
instructed provincial governors to work
with the Office of the Supreme Attorney-
General and the courts to make official de-
clarations on those still missing in order to
allow compensation to be paid to relat-
ives. The families of the missing are enti-
tled to compensation payments of 200,000
Thai baht, approximately us$8,000, each.
Under the law, an official declaration can
be made after a person has been missing
for two years, but a court order is required
and these are made on a case by case
basis. The first of these cases was raised by
the Office of the Supreme Attorney-Gen-
eral in June. According to the government,
30 families of the missing had received
compensation as of July. A lawsuit de-
manding compensation from the leaders
of the military government of 1992, filed
by relatives of victims of the May 1992
crack-down, was dismissed by the Civil
Court in June. The court based its decision
on the amnesty granted by the government
to those involved in the crack-down.

The trial on charges of lese-majesty of
prominent social critic and Buddhist
scholar Sulak Sivaraksa continued inter-
mittently during 1994 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994). If convicted and
sent to prison, he would be considered a
prisoner of conscience.

At least five death sentences were im-
posed during 1994, four for heroin-related
offences and one for murder. Over 100
prisoners were believed to be under sen-
tence of death at the end of the year. There
were no reports of any executions. The
King of Thailand granted amnesties in
April to more than 10 prisoners facing the
death penalty. In July the Interior Ministry
called for more information from the Po-
lice Department on a draft bill which
would impose mandatory execution for
major crimes committed with war
weapons. No further information on the
status of this bill was available at the end
of the year.

There were continuing reports of crim-
inal prisoners being held in conditions
amounting to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. These included the use of
heavy leg chains for extended periods,
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poor medical care and ill-treatment. In
February the Police Director-General re-
jected news reports that foreigners had
been summarily executed in Thailand, but
admitted that some detainees had died in
police custody. He said that most of them
had committed suicide. The Police Dir-
ector-General admitted that it was possible
that some suspects had been physically
abused, but said that this was an investiga-
tion method that police all over the world
had used.

Immigration officials and police contin-
ued to detain asylum-seekers and refugees
from Myanmar and other countries in
harsh conditions, sometimes amounting to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
After the authorities announced a crack-
down on illegal immigration in 1993,
thousands of asylum-seekers and refugees
were arrested and charged with illegal im-
migration. Even asylum-seekers who were
registered with the un High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) were arrested, de-
tained and, in some cases, forcibly re-
turned to their country of origin.
Asylum-seekers convicted of illegal immi-
gration have to pay a fine or serve a prison
term at the Immigration Detention Centre
(ioc) in Bangkok. Former detainees com-
plained of chronic overcrowding, lack of
food and ill-treatment, including beatings
by officials, at the Ibc. Refugees and asy-
lum-seekers were detained even after they
had served their sentences, because they
did not have the money to pay for their
own deportation.

Throughout the year, refugees and asy-
lum-seekers were sent back to countries
where they were at risk of human rights
violations. Hundreds of refugees from
Cambodia were deported to an area of
Cambodia controlled by the armed op-
position group, the Partie of Democratic
Kampuchea (Khmer Rouge). The UNHCR
strongly condemned the forcible return of
the Cambodian refugees. Hundreds of re-
fugees from the Shan State in Myanmar,
fleeing from forced portering and other
human rights violations committed by the
Burmese army, were forced back across
the border to Myanmar by the Thai au-
thorities.

Refugees from

and asylum-seekers
Myanmar who were convicted of illegal
immigration were sent to Halockhanie
(Halakhanee) refugee camp. The camp, to
which thousands of refugees were moved

by the Thai authorities in April, straddles
the border with Myanmar. In July
Burmese armed forces attacked the camp,
burned 60 houses and took 16 people
prisoner (see Myanmar entry). Refugees
fled back across the border to Thailand,
but were forced to return to Myanmar
in September by the Thai authorities.
Deportations continued to Halockhanie
throughout 1994, where refugees were at
risk from further attack by the Burmese
military forces.

Four Malaysian nationals, including a
six-month-old baby, all members of the
Islamic sect Al Argam, were arrested
in September and handed over to the
Malaysian authorities. The four were
taken to Malaysia, where they were held
in incommunicado detention until their
release at the end of October. Malaysia
outlawed the Al Arqam sect in August,
and its followers risk up to five years’ im-
prisonment (see Malaysia entry). The Thai
authorities said that the Malaysian author-
ities had declared the passports of the four
invalid, and that the four were therefore
living in Thailand without valid docu-
ments.

In May Amnesty International called
upon the Thai authorities to stop immedi-
ately the forcible return of Burmese refu-
gees to Shan State, Myanmar. In
September Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Thailand: Burmese and
other asylum-seekers at risk, detailing the
organization’s concerns about the treat-
ment of refugees and asylum-seekers. Am-
nesty International urged Thailand to
accede to the 1951 Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees, and to its 1967 Pro-
tocol, and to ensure better protection for
refugees in the country. An Amnesty In-
ternational delegation met the Thai Prime
Minister in September and discussed
Thailand’s treatment of refugees and asy-
lum-seekers. A military spokesman later
stated that the forcible return of refugees
to Myanmar complied with the govern-
ment’s policy of expelling those who had
entered the country illegally.




At least 60 people were extrajudicially
executed by the armed forces in January.
At least five prisoners of conscience were
sentenced to prison terms. Several other
political prisoners appeared to be prison-
ers of conscience. There were reports of
torture and ill-treatment. At least eight
people “disappeared”.

Togo’s first multi-party legislative elec-
tions were held in February, ending a
transition period which began in 1991
with a National Conference and led to
presidential elections in 1993 in which
President Gnassingbé Eyadéma was re-
turned to power (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). The February
elections were marked by violence by
members of President Eyadéma’s Rassem-
blement du peuple togolais (RPT), Assem-
bly of the Togolese People, as well as by
members of opposition parties. The To-
golese Armed Forces, supposedly con-
fined to barracks during the election
period, continued to harass opposition
supporters, particularly members of the
Comité d’action pour le renouveau (CAR),
Action Committee for Renewal. A special
security force, the Forces de sécurité
publique, Public Security Force, set up to
keep order during the elections, was also
implicated in human rights violations.

The car and the Union togolaise pour
la démocratie (uTD), Togolese Union for
Democracy, won a majority of seats in the
National Assembly. In mid-April Presid-
ent Eyadéma appointed the urD leader,
Edem Kodjo, as Prime Minister, provoking
a rift between the two opposition parties:
the car subsequently refused to particip-
ate in the new government.

TOGO

The new Prime Minister promised to
re-establish the rule of law and improve
respect for human rights, and in Septem-
ber the army chief of staff declared that
the police would resume full responsibil-
ity for law and order. Despite this, none of
the human rights violations committed by
the security forces during the transition
period or subsequently was known to
have been fully or independently investi-
gated, nor were those responsible brought
to justice. Moreover, in mid-December the
National Assembly passed a general am-
nesty law covering all crimes of a political
nature committed prior to 15 December
1994, which appeared to grant impunity
for all human rights violations committed
by the security forces prior to that date.

In October it was publicly announced
that the head of the Presidential Guard
had been arrested in connection with the
murder of a lawyer in Lomé in June. How-
ever, it appeared that the real reason for
his arrest was his suspected opposition to
President Eyadéma and he and at least
four other officers remained in detention
at the end of 1994.

After the elections, the security forces
reportedly continued to harass and intimi-
date opposition supporters and those in-
volved in the political transition process.
According to unofficial sources, armed
militias operating in collusion with the se-
curity forces were also responsible for kill-
ings and “disappearances”. Between May
and September at least six people with op-
position connections — mainly prominent
businessmen or their relatives — were
killed in a series of assassination attempts
by armed individuals, some of whom
wore military uniform.

Armed opposition supporters allegedly
carried out attacks in January (see below)
and October, when three members of the
security forces and a civilian were killed
in an attack on a police station in Vogan,
40 kilometres northeast of the capital,
Lomé. Five suspects were arrested in con-
nection with the attack, but had not been
brought to court by the end of the year.

In August the uN Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protec-
tion of Minorities passed a resolution on
Togo which condemned human rights vi-
olations, called for an end to impunity
and urged the uN Commission on Human
Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur on
Togo.
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At least 48 prisoners were extrajudi-
cially executed by soldiers following a
shooting incident in Lomé on 5 January
which the government alleged was an
attack from Ghana on the headquarters
of the Régiment interarmes togolais (RIT),
Togolese Combined Regiment. After the
shooting, at least 36 civilians were report-
edly seized on the streets, taken into milit-
ary custody at the Rir headquarters and
executed on or around 6 January. Up to 12
others, who had been held for 10 months
in military custody at the rIT headquarters
on suspicion of involvement in an alleged
attack there in March 1993 (see Amnesty
International Report 1994), were also
killed on 6 January because of their sus-
pected sympathy with the attack the pre-
vious day. Among the victims were two
soldiers, Private Amégadji and Private
Djagri N'Teki Baba. At least 11 other
people were extrajudicially executed or
“disappeared” in Lomé in the days follow-
ing the 5 January incident.

In February, three cAr activists were
killed after being abducted by men in mil-
itary uniform during the elections. Gaston
Aziaduvo Edeh, a newly elected member
of parliament, and three other car sup-
porters were reportedly taken in their car
by their abductors to a military building
known as la résidence du Bénin, the
Benin residence. The following day, the
burned-out wreck of the car and the dead
bodies of three of the men - Gaston
Aziaduvo Edeh, Prosper Ayité Hillah and
Martin Agbenou — were found. The fourth
captive escaped and went into hiding. The
army chief of staff denied that soldiers
had been involved and claimed that the
killings were the work of civilians wear-
ing military uniform. President Eyadéma
asked the government to set up a commis-
sion of inquiry, but those responsible were
not identified or brought to justice.

Several prisoners of conscience were
held during the year. Martin Dossou Gbe-
nouga, publishing director of an indepen-
dent newspaper, La Tribune des
démocrates, was sentenced in May to five
years’ imprisonment in connection with
an article which criticized President
Eyadéma and the French Government's
support for him. His arrest and conviction
were part of a pattern of arrests and har-
assment of independent journalists, news-
paper publishers and vendors.

In early February, six members of the

opposition Union des forces du change-
ment (Urc), Union of Forces for Change,
were arrested and charged with electoral
fraud for distributing pamphlets calling
for a boycott of the legislative elections.
They were prisoners of conscience. At
least four of them were sentenced to
prison terms in May. Two were reportedly
beaten and deprived of food in pre-trial
custody. All six were released before the
end of the year.

Several other political prisoners ap-
peared to be prisoners of conscience.
Trade union leader Komi Dackey was ar-
rested in January and held without trial
until late December when he was released
under the terms of the general amnesty.
The authorities claimed that he was held,
with a number of other detainees, on sus-
picion of involvement in the alleged at-
tack on the RIT headquarters in January.
However, the real reason for his arrest ap-
peared to be his trade union activities. In
November he was secretly transferred to a
military camp in Kara, in the north, to-
gether with a number of other political de-
tainees, including five soldiers held since
March 1993 (see below).

Several political prisoners arrested in
1992 and 1993 were reportedly released
prior to the general amnesty, including
Louis Amédome, Kanlou Odanou, Kokou
Okessou Mbooura, Ali Akondo and Tam-
poudi Dermane (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1993 and 1994). Others
were released at the end of the year as a
result of the general amnesty. Among
those freed were at least five soldiers de-
tained without charge or trial since the al-
leged March 1993 attack on the RIT
headquarters; Attioghé Stéphane Koudos-
sou and Gérard Akoumey (see Amnesty
International Report 1994); at least 10
people arrested after the events of 5 Janu-
ary (see above); and four relatives of Cor-
poral Nikabou Bikagni, held without
charge or trial since October 1992 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). Corporal Bikagni, who was arrested
in October 1992 apparently because of his
allegiance to former Prime Minister Joseph
Kokou Koffigoh, was convicted in January
of importing and carrying arms and am-
munition and was sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment; he reportedly re-
mained held at the end of the year. The
court refused to investigate allegations
that he had been tortured in custody.




Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
were reported to be routine. In February
Akuete Kodjo, a CAR member and brother
of a soldier extrajudicially executed in
March 1993 (see Amnesty International
Report 1994), was detained for four
months at the Gendarmerie nationale, the
paramilitary police headquarters, in Lomé,
where he was tortured. In June one man
was reportedly arrested by soldiers and
detained for 19 days in a secret detention
centre where he was beaten, tortured with
alternating jets of cold and scalding water,
and interrogated about his views on demo-
cracy and freedom.

At least eight people “disappeared”.
Gavi Komi, a salesman and CAR member,
“disappeared” after he was abducted from
his home in Lomé by five soldiers on 6
January. Six people, including Kowouvi
Kobono and two women, “disappeared” in
mid-February after being stopped by sol-
diers at a check-point in Adétikopé. David
Bruce, a civil servant, “disappeared” after
he was abducted in Lomé on 6 September
from his car by three armed men, one of
whom had a machine-gun. The assailants
were travelling in a mini-bus followed by
two military vehicles. Between 1991 and
1993 David Bruce was a senior adviser to
the President of the High Council of the
Republic.

Amnesty International repeatedly ex-
pressed concern to the authorities about
human rights violations including extraju-
dicial executions, torture and “disappear-
ances”.

In September Amnesty International
published a report, Togo: A new era for
human rights?, which detailed human
rights violations in the period between
President Eyadéma’s re-election in 1993
and the 1994 legislative elections. It called
on the new government to investigate past
violations, bring those responsible to just-
ice, and implement urgently needed
human rights reforms, including measures
to eradicate torture, the release of prison-
ers of conscience and a review of the cases
of political prisoners. The government did
not respond in detail, but indicated a will-
ingness to hold talks with the organization

and informed Amnesty International
about the general amnesty.
I

TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

The first execution since 1979 was carried
out and two prisoners came close to being
executed. At least one death sentence was
imposed.

The first execution in nearly 15 years
was carried out. Glen Ashby, convicted of
murder and sentenced to death in 1989,
was executed on 14 July. This was the first
hanging to be carried out in three years in
the English-speaking Caribbean. The exe-
cution caused international consternation
not only for marking a resumption of exe-
cutions but also because it was carried out
in contravention of national and interna-
tional law. The death warrant was read to
Glen Ashby less than 48 hours before the
execution was due to take place; the prac-
tice has been to read a death warrant on
Thursday for execution on Tuesday, pro-
viding time for the prisoner to seek legal
advice on any proceedings still available
and to make any final personal arrange-
ments. On 13 July the Attorney General
gave an undertaking to the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council (jcpc) in Lon-
don, Trinidad and Tobago’s final court of
appeal, that “there would be no execution
until all possibility of obtaining a stay of
execution, including an appeal to the
Board [jcpc], has been exhausted”. In view
of this statement the Court of Appeal, sit-
ting at the time the execution was carried
out, did not grant a stay of execution re-
quested by lawyers in order to file a con-
stitutional motion on grounds of, among
other things, the very short notice given of
intended execution. This issue was pend-
ing a decision of the Court of Appeal in
the case of Lincoln Guerra and Brian
Wallen (see below) and therefore Glen
Ashby’s execution should have been
stayed pending a decision.

TOGO/TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO |
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Glen Ashby was just six days away
from completing five years under sentence
of death and thus becoming eligible to
have his sentence commuted under the
jcpC’'s November 1993 ruling that execu-
tion after five years constitutes “inhuman
or degrading punishment” (see Amnesty
International Report 1994, Jamaica entry).
At the time of Glen Ashby’s execution, the
jcec was communicating by fax to the At-
torney General its decision to grant a stay
of execution.

On 6 July Glen Ashby asked the
Human Rights Committee (HRC) to con-
sider his case, which takes several
months. No time was allowed by the gov-
ernment for the HRC to consider Glen
Ashby’s case. International standards pro-
vide that no execution may “be carried out
pending any appeal or other recourse pro-
cedure”; these obligations were ignored by
the government. In a statement issued in
late July, the HRC expressed its “indigna-
tion” at the failure of the government to
allow time to review Glen Ashby’s com-
munication and said that there was “no
precedent in the Committee’s practice in
capital cases” of such an attitude. The HrC
decided to continue considering Glen
Ashby’s complaint.

On 24 March a warrant was issued for
the execution of Lincoln Guerra and Brian
Wallen the next day, only three days after
the jcpc dismissed their petition for leave
to appeal against conviction. Both men
had been convicted of murder and sen-
tenced to death in May 1989. The prison-
ers filed constitutional motions arguing
that executing them would be a violation
of their constitutional rights and requested
a stay of execution. The High Court re-
fused to grant the stay. An appeal was
filed immediately but was dismissed;
however, they were granted a 48-hour stay
and leave to appeal to the jcrc. The jcpc
subsequently adjourned the hearing of the
prisoners’ application until 25 April and
granted a stay until after determination of
the application.

On 18 April the Court of Appeal dis-
missed their constitutional motion and
refused a stay of execution pending an
appeal. However, the Attorney General
made a commitment that the two men
would not be executed until determina-
tion of an appeal to the Court of Appeal;
he refused, however, to give a similar un-
dertaking to cover the appeal to the jcpc.

On 9 June the Court of Appeal heard the
appeal on the constitutional motion and
reserved judgment.

In view of the circumstances surround-
ing the execution of Glen Ashby (see
above), Lincoln Guerra and Brian Wallen
sought an undertaking from the Attorney
General on 19 July that they would not be
executed pending the determination of
any further appeals available to them;
however, this was not forthcoming. The
two men petitioned the jcpc on 25 July to
grant them a stay of execution should the
Court of Appeal rule against them, so that
they could pursue further appeals. The
jcec stated that “their Lordships were
much concerned that ... the petitioners
might be executed before they had an op-
portunity to exercise their right of appeal
to the Judicial Committee”. The jcpc, after
giving careful consideration to the matter
of jurisdiction, directed that “the sentence
of death be not carried out ... until after
determination of such appeal by the jcpc”.
On 27 July the Court of Appeal issued its
decision (pending since June) rejecting the
men’s appeal. It strongly criticized the jcpc
decision and the lawyers for taking action
“to pre-empt the jurisdiction of this court”
but granted the men leave to appeal to the
jcpc. A full hearing was pending at the end
of the year.

At least one death sentence was im-
posed during the year for murder; at the
end of the year there were about 60 pris-
oners under sentence of death.

The court hearing in the case of an 11-
year-old boy sentenced to 20 strokes in
April 1993 and flogged with a leather belt
was held on 14 November (see Amnesty
International Report 1994). He was seek-
ing redress and compensation from the
government.

In April Amnesty International wrote,
to the Prime Minister, Patrick Manning,
expressing its concern at the attempt to ex-
ecute Lincoln Guerra and Brian Wallen.
The organization pointed out that there
had been a departure from normal practice
on the issuing of death warrants; that the
two men were only two months away
from completing five years under sentence
of death and therefore becoming eligible
to have their sentences commuted to life
imprisonment; and that no time had been
allowed for them to submit their case to
the HRC or the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights. Amnesty International




urged the Attorney General to ensure that
this situation did not arise again. It further
urged the authorities to commute all death
sentences and to take steps to abolish the
death penalty.

In July Amnesty International called on
the government not to execute Glen Ashby
and expressed its “deep regret and
strongest condemnation” after his execu-
tion, noting that the hanging had been car-
ried out in violation of national and
international law.

There had been no reply from the gov-
ernment by the end of the year.

TUNISIA

Hundreds of suspected supporters of the
unauthorized Islamist organization al-
Nahda and of the unauthorized Parti
communiste des ouvriers tunisiens
(pcoT), Tunisian Communist Workers’
Party, and other government critics were
arrested. Most of them were prisoners of
conscience. Many were released without
trial, but scores were given prison sen-
tences. Over 2,000 political prisoners,
most of them prisoners of conscience sen-
tenced after unfair trials since 1991, re-
mained held. Prolonged garde a vue
(incommunicado) detention continued to
facilitate torture and ill-treatment of de-
tainees held in the Ministry of the Interior
and in police stations across the country.
Cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of
political prisoners was reported to be
widespread. At least four political de-
tainees died in custody.

A new wave of repression of govern-
ment opponents and critics further re-
stricted freedom of expression and
association. At least six foreign newspa-
pers were banned, foreign journalists and
observers were expelled or denied access
to Tunisia, and government critics were
prevented from leaving the country. A
former socialist leader was arrested for
questioning in April and was refused per-
mission to register a “forum démocra-

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TUNISIA

tique” (democratic forum). In May a group
of women who signed a petition calling
for respect for public liberties were sum-
moned by police for questioning. The
Ligue tunisienne des droits de I’homme
(LtpH), Tunisian Human Rights League, re-
sumed its activities in February, but its
communiques could not be published in
the government-controlled press.

Presidential elections were held in
March and according to official sources
President Zine el Abidine Ben ‘Ali was re-
elected with over 99 per cent of the votes.
He was the only candidate. The two
people who had announced their inten-
tion to stand as candidates were arrested.
Moncef Marzouki, the former president of
the LTDH, was arrested in March and de-
tained for four months on charges of hav-
ing insulted the Tunisian judiciary in an
interview with a foreign newspaper. He
was released on bail and was still awaiting
trial at the end of the year. ‘Abderrahmane
Hani, a lawyer, was arrested in February
and held for over two months on charges
of setting up an unauthorized association
and spreading false information. He was
later sentenced to eight months’ imprison-
ment, suspended.

Several people were imprisoned as
prisoners of conscience as a result of legis-
lation introduced in 1993 which allows
prosecution of people for offences com-
mitted in other countries even when the
offences are not recognized as crimes in
those countries (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). ‘Adel Selmi, a
Tunisian academic resident in France,
was arrested in June on arrival at Tunis
airport. He was held in illegally prolonged
garde a vue detention but the arrest date
was falsified to conceal this. Showing his
wrists and ankles which still bore marks,
he stated in court that he had been sus-
pended in contorted positions and had his
head plunged in buckets of water to force
him to sign a confession without knowing
its content. He was sentenced to four years
and two months’ imprisonment for be-
longing to an unauthorized organization
(al-Nahda), participating in an unauthor-
ized demonstration and collecting funds
without authorization. The charges re-
lated either to al-Nahda meetings outside
Tunisia, which he denied participating in,
or to events which were beyond the
statute of limitation.

Wives and other relatives of Islamist
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TUNISIA

political activists who were in prison or
abroad were often detained for question-
ing. Many were reportedly ordered to stop
wearing the headscarf and subjected to ill-
treatment and harassment, including sex-
ual harassment and threats of rape. Those
known or suspected of having given finan-
cial assistance to families of Islamist de-
tainees, or of having themselves received
financial assistance, were imprisoned on
charges of unauthorized collection of
funds. Monia Mannai, whose husband
continued to serve a long prison sentence
for alleged political activities on behalf of
al-Nahda and whose brother was being
sought by police for the same reason, was
sentenced in July with four other women
to one year’s imprisonment for member-
ship of an unauthorized association, parti-
cipating in unauthorized meetings and
unauthorized collection of funds.

Hundreds of prisoners of conscience
and possible prisoners of conscience sen-
tenced in previous years remained in
prison. Most of those released were or-
dered to report to a police station daily,
weekly or in some cases twice a day, and
were denied passports.

Torture and ill-treatment of both male
and female detainees during garde a vue
detention continued to be reported. The
10-day statutory garde a vue limit, which
itself contravenes international human
rights standards, was often illegally pro-
longed. No independent and impartial in-
vestigations were carried out into any of
the allegations of torture and illegally pro-
longed garde a vue detention. Hamma
Hammami, a leading pcoT figure arrested
in February, stated in court that he was
tortured and ill-treated in the police sta-
tion and in the Ministry of the Interior. He
stated that he was severely beaten, sexu-
ally humiliated and threatened with rape
and death. Days after his arrest he still
bore bruises and marks on his face and
neck. He had been sentenced in absentia
in December 1992 to four years and nine
months’ imprisonment for maintaining an
unauthorized organization, holding unau-
thorized meetings and distributing leaflets,
and was in hiding at the time of arrest.
After his arrest he was also accused of as-
saulting two police officers and carrying
a false identity card. He was sentenced
in April to nine years and seven months’
imprisonment, reduced by one year on ap-

| peal in June. In April an Amnesty Interna- |

tional delegate who planned to observe
his trial was refused access to Tunisia.

Ill-treatment in prisons continued to be
widely reported. Prisoners of conscience
who went on hunger-strike were put in
isolation cells and kept chained by the
foot. Inmates were reportedly beaten by
prison guards inside the prisons and
sometimes taken back to the Ministry of
the Interior and beaten and ill-treated. Po-
litical prisoners were also often denied
medical treatment and family visits.

Courts ignored complaints by defend-
ants who retracted their confessions stat-
ing that these had been extracted under
torture, even when the marks of torture or
ill-treatment were still visible at the time
of the trial. These confessions were ac-
cepted as evidence, as were confessions of
other detainees who were never brought to
court for cross-examination as requested
by defence lawyers.

At least four people died in custody
during the year. Isma‘il Khemira and
‘Ezzeddine Ben ‘Aicha died in prison in
February and August respectively, and
Lotfi Gla‘a and ‘Amar el Beji died during
garde a vue detention in police custody in
February and November respectively. The
authorities did not reply to requests for
clarification of the causes and circum-
stances of these deaths. The government
took no further action to investigate the
death in custody of Faisal Barakat, Rachid
Chammakhi and at least six others in 1991
and 1992, despite compelling evidence of
torture prior to the deaths. No further in-
formation was made available about
Kamal Matmati, who “disappeared” after
arrest in 1991 (see Amnesty International
Report 1994).

In November the uN Human Rights
Committee expressed concern at the dete-
rioration in the human rights situation in
Tunisia since 1990, about continuing re-
ports of abuse, ill-treatment and torture of
detainees, deaths in custody under suspi-
cious circumstances, and about the lack of
independence of the judiciary.

Amnesty International renewed its call
for the release of all prisoners of con-
science and for the fair trial or release of
other political prisoners. It called for full
and independent investigations into alle-
gations of torture and ill-treatment and
into all cases of death in custody in recent
years. It also expressed concern at the con-
tinuing denial of access to Tunisia of an




Amnesty International delegate, and at the
continuing harassment of its Section in
Tunisia. In January Amnesty International
issued a report, Tunisia: Rhetoric versus
reality, the failure of a human rights bur-
eaucracy.

TURKEY

Hundreds of people were detained as
prisoners of conscience. Some were soon
released, but dozens were sentenced to
prison terms. Torture of political and
criminal detainees in police stations was
routine and systematic, and there were at
least 29 reported deaths in custody as a
result of torture. At least 55 people re-
portedly “disappeared” in security force
custody. There were hundreds of political
killings in the mainly Kurdish southeast-
ern provinces, many in circumstances
that suggested that the victims had been
extrajudicially executed by the security
forces. There were no executions, but
death sentences were passed during the
year. Armed opposition groups were re-
sponsible for at least 170 deliberate and
arbitrary killings of prisoners and other
non-combatants.

State of emergency legislation was in
force throughout the year in 10 south-
eastern provinces, where the 10-year-long
conflict between government forces and
the secessionist Partiya Karkeren Kurdis-
tan (pkk), Kurdish Workers' Party, claimed
3,500 lives, including civilians, during the
Year.

Hundreds of people suspected of sup-
porting Kurdish separatism were arrested,
many of them at public meetings and
demonstrations, and held for hours or
days in police custody as prisoners of con-

\
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science. Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law,
which outlaws any advocacy of separat-
ism, was increasingly used to prosecute
and imprison people for the peaceful ex-
pression of their opinions. In May Mehdi
Zana, the former mayor of Diyarbakir,
began serving a four-year prison sentence
under Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law for
testifying before the Human Rights Sub-
Committee of the European Parliament in
Brussels in December 1992. Giinay Aslan,
author and television journalist, who had
been arrested in October 1993, continued
to serve an 18-month sentence because of
a historical book he had written.

In January Ahmet Zeki Okguoglu, a
lawyer, began serving a 20-month sen-
tence for “spreading separatist propa-
ganda” because of an article in a political
journal. In October Mahmut Akkurt, an-
other lawyer, began a 14-month prison
sentence for a speech he made in 1992 as
president of the Balikesir branch of the
Turkish Human Rights Association (HRA).
Four members of the board of the Di-
yarbakir branch of the Hra, Melike Alp
and the lawyers Mahmut $akar, Nimetul-
lah Giindiiz and Abdullah Cager, were ar-
rested in December and remanded in
custody on charges of “separatist propa-
ganda” and membership of the pkk. The
indictment against them contained no
evidence to support the charges of mem-
bership of the pkk. All were prisoners of
conscience.

Torture by police or gendarmes (sol-
diers carrying out police duties in rural
areas) continued to be reported from all
parts of Turkey, particularly the major
cities and the southeast. Detainees sus-
pected of links with illegal armed organ-
izations were held for up to 30 days in
incommunicado detention, unprotected
by even the most basic safeguards against
torture. A 13-year-old boy, Abdullah Sal-
man, wrongly accused of theft, reported
that he had been blindfolded, beaten,
choked and given electric shocks while
being interrogated at Sisli Police Head-
quarters in Istanbul. Bruising on his shoul-
ders, arms and neck was confirmed by a
medical report.

There were at least 29 deaths in cus-
tody apparently as a result of torture.
Those who died included criminal sus-
pects and people detained on suspicion of
involvement with armed political organ-
izations. Garip Olmez of the village of
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Yogurtyemez in the Ahlat district of Bitlis
province was arrested in April and inter-
rogated at Bitlis Gendarmerie Headquar-
ters. Ten days later Garip Olmez's family
were asked to collect his body from the
mortuary of Bitlis State Hospital. They
found that the body had severe injuries to
the head and stomach. The ankles bore
marks of bindings and the feet had appar-
ently been burned with melted plastic.
The family submitted a petition of com-
plaint to the Ahlat Prosecutor’s office, but
it was reportedly rejected.

Abdullah Baskin was detained with 14
other Kurdish villagers from Giimiisgorgii
in the Kozluk district of Batman province
in July. They were interrogated at Batman
Gendarmerie Headquarters because they
had refused to participate in the system of
village guards (villagers armed and paid
by the government to fight the pkk). After
13 days in custody Abdullah Baskin, who
was in good health before being detained,
was taken to hospital where he died. The
other villagers said that they were tortured
and that Abdullah Baskin had been tor-
tured particularly severely — that he was
subjected to hanging by the wrists tied
behind the back, continually beaten and
subjected to electric shocks. No judicial
investigation appears to have been carried
out into Abdullah Baskin’s death.

There were reports of ill-treatment of
inmates in prisons, particularly when po-
lice or gendarmes entered prisons during
hunger-strikes and other protests by pris-
oners, or when prisoners were travel-
ling to or from court in the custody
of gendarmes. In September the female
inmates of Konya E-type prison were re-
turned to their dormitory by force when
tiey protested that their exercise period
was being curtailed. Later that evening
approximately 80 prison warders and an
equal number of soldiers entered the
women's dormitory and beat the women
with sticks, truncheons and pipes. Many
women were injured, including Cinar
Yasar whose ribs were broken.

In October scores of prisoners at Di-
yarbakir E-type Prison were injured when
soldiers and plainclothes police attacked a
barricaded prison ward with firearms and
explosives. Two prisoners, Ramazan
Oziiak and Siileyman Ongiin later died of
their injuries.

Hayriye Giindiiz and 11 other prisoners
| on trial for membership of the illegal

armed organization Devrimci Sol (Revolu-
tionary Left) were severely beaten by gen-
darmes who were guarding them at
Istanbul State Security Court No. 3 in Oc-
tober. The attack was witnessed by three
lawyers, who reported that the gendarmes
shouted, “Get the lawyers out, we are
going to kill this lot.” Police hustled the
lawyers away. The prisoners were beaten
in the court corridor before being dragged
into a yard where they were kicked and
punched by plainclothes police and mem-
bers of the Mobile Force (an anti-riot
squad).

At least 55 people were reported to
have “disappeared” in the custody of po-
lice or soldiers. Mehmet Giirkan, head of
the village of Akgayurt in Diyarbakir prov-
ince, and the inhabitants of his village
were forcibly evacuated by security forces
in July. At a press conference in Ankara,
the capital, Mehmet Giirkan publicized
the plight of his village, where security
forces had burned both houses and crops,
and asked the government for help. He re-
turned in August to the village to collect
his belongings and was seen being de-
tained by members of the security forces
and taken away in a helicopter. He has not
been seen since.

Kenan Bilgin “disappeared” in unac-
knowledged detention in Ankara follow-
ing his arrest in the Dikmen district of the
city in September. Nine people, including
a lawyer, who were detained at Ankara
Police Headquarters in September claim to
have seen a person answering Kenan Bil-
gin’s description, apparently being interro-
gated under torture. Another detainee who
knew Kenan Bilgin spoke to him. The po-
lice denied holding Kenan Bilgin.

Hundreds of people were victims of po-
litical killings, many of which may have
been extrajudicial executions. Those tar-
geted included journalists, members of the
Halkin Demokrasi Partisi (HADEP), People’s
Democracy Party, which campaigned for
political rights for the Kurdish minority,
and people who had been imprisoned for
or interrogated about separatist offences,
or whose relatives had joined the pPkk.

Necati Aydin and Mehmet Ay were de-
tained in March. In April they appeared in
Diyarbakir State Security Court on charges
of supporting the pkk. The court ruled that
they should be released. The prosecutor
lodged an objection, demanding that they
should remain in custody. The objection




was overruled, but the two men were
never released or seen alive again: seven
days later their bodies were found in a
field.

Muhsin Melik, a founder of the
Sanlhurfa branch of HADEP, was attacked in
June. Before he died of his wounds he said
that he recognized the faces of three of his
attackers and that they were members of
the police team following him.

In March several villages in Sirnak
were bombed, reportedly by jet aircraft.
Thirty-six people were killed, including
17 children. Official statements claimed
that the bombing was accidental, but local
inhabitants said that just days before the
bombing they had been threatened with
death by the security forces for refusing to
join the village guards.

There were also allegations of extraju-
dicial executions in Istanbul and Ankara
during police operations against Devrimci
Sol. Fuat Erdogan, who was wanted by
police, Elmas Yalgin and ismet Erdogan
were shot dead by police in a café in the
Begiktas district of Istanbul in September.
Istanbul police claimed that the three
opened fire when approached for an iden-
tity check. However, the café owner said
that police evacuated the café before the
shootings took place, and a lawyer who
visited the scene of the killing on behalf of
the HRA found no evidence of shots fired
from inside the café outwards. The three
victims had bullet wounds to their heads.

After 10 years in which no judicial exe-
cutions had been carried out, Turkey be-
came de facto an abolitionist country.
However, the death penalty remained in
force and a number of death sentences
were passed during 1994.

Pkk guerrillas were responsible for over
170 deliberate and arbitrary killings. Most
of their victims were Kurdish villagers
who participated in the system of govern-
ment-armed village guards. Village guards
Captured by the pkk during the course of
attacks were frequently “executed”, as
were their extended families. Sixteen
women and children were killed by
grenades thrown by pkk members into a
building during an attack on village
guards in Ormancik, Mardin province, in
January. The Pk also claimed responsibil-
ty for bomb attacks which were clearly
directed at civilian targets. In January Ali
Ertugrul Toka¢ and Ruhi Can Tul were
killed by bombs placed on buses in

TURKEY

Ankara. Also in January a six-year-old boy
was killed by a bomb planted in the Di-
yarbakir governor’s office. In June, 12 for-
eign tourists were injured by a bomb in
Marmaris, southwest Turkey, for which
the pkk claimed responsibility. One later
died. In September pkk forces raiding the
village of Kazankoyii, Agn, entered the
house of a primary school teacher, Sait
Korkmaz, dragged him out, bound his
hands and legs, and shot him dead. Guer-
rillas of the pkk reportedly shot dead four
primary school teachers in Mardin prov-
ince in November.

Amnesty International condemned
these grave abuses and in June publicly
called on the leadership of the Pkk to en-
sure that all pkk forces were instructed to
respect human rights and basic interna-
tional humanitarian standards.

Amnesty International published a
number of reports including Turkey: Time
for Action in February, Turkey: More
people “disappear” following detention in
March, and Turkey: Dissident voices jailed
again in June. Throughout the year the
organization appealed for the release of
prisoners of conscience and urged the gov-
ernment to initiate full and impartial in-
vestigations into allegations of torture,
extrajudicial executions and *“disappear-
ances”. In January an Amnesty Interna-
tional delegate observed a hearing in the
trial of 16 lawyers at Diyarbakir State Se-
curity Court. The lawyers faced charges
of assisting the pkk, but Amnesty Inter-
national believed that the real reason
for their prosecution was their work for
human rights. At the end of the year, the
trial was continuing. In May an Amnesty
International delegate observed a hearing
in the trial of Soner Onder at Istanbul
State Security Court. In October he was
sentenced to life imprisonment on charges
of participating in an arson attack on a de-
partment store, in which 12 people were
killed. Amnesty International believed
that Soner Onder’s trial was unfair. In Au-
gust an Amnesty International delegate
observed a hearing in Ankara in the trial
of eight Kurdish members of parliament
being tried for treason. In December the
parliamentarians were convicted of assist-
ing the Pkk and sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment.

In September the Turkish Government
refused to admit an Amnesty International
researcher into Turkey on the grounds that
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he had links with the pkx. Amnesty Inter-
national denied this and asked the author-
ities for specific information. This was not
provided.

In an oral statement to the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in February Am-
nesty International included reference to
its concerns about extrajudicial executions
and “disappearances” in Turkey. In Octo-
ber in Budapest at the Conference on Se-
curity and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)
Review Conference, Amnesty Interna-
tional raised concerns about human rights
violations against human rights defenders
in Turkey. Amnesty International also
continued to urge that a cSCE expert mis-
sion be sent to the country (see Working
with International Organizations).

TURKMENISTAN

Two probable prisoners of conscience
were detained. A third person detained
briefly in connection with the same case
was reportedly tortured. A probable pris-
oner of conscience was confined to a psy-
chiatric hospital. At least one person was
executed.

In January a referendum confirmed the
extension of President Saparmurad Niya-
zov's term in office for a further five years
and presidential elections scheduled for
1997 were cancelled.

Yusup Kuliyev was detained for
around 15 days in October and November
by agents of the State Security Committee
(xcB) and questioned about an alleged plot
to assassinate the President. .He was re-
portedly tortured in detention. Shortly
after he had been detained Khoshali
Garayev and Mukhammad Aymuradov,

both Russian citizens of Turkmen origin,
were arrested in Uzbekistan by Turk-
menistan KGB agents. Both were reportedly
also charged with plotting to assassinate
President Niyazov. However, sources al-
leged that the charge had been fabricated
to punish them for their opposition sym-
pathies. They were still in detention at the
end of the year and there were fears that
they too had been tortured.

Valentin Kopusev, a probable prisoner
of conscience, was reportedly confined
against his will in a psychiatric hospital
not for medical reasons but to punish him
for his opposition to the authorities. Re-
portedly, his detention came after he wrote
a letter to the President complaining about
the lack of democracy, human rights and
fundamental freedoms in Turkmenistan.

The death penalty remained in force for
13 offences in peacetime (not 18 as repor-
ted in Amnesty International Report
1993). Information was received that the
death penalty had been repealed for one
offence in 1991 and for two others in
1993. At least one person convicted of
murder was executed in 1994.

In February the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs sent a detailed reply to the Amnesty |
International report, Turkmenistan: A
summary of concerns about prisoners of
conscience, ill-treatment and the death
penalty, published in November 1993, in
which he rejected the report’s conclusions
and recommendations on the grounds that
they were based on “free interpretations
and emotions”. He also denied that people
described in the report as prisoners of con-
science had ever been arrested or detained
for political reasons.

Amnesty International sought further
information about the criminal charge
against Khoshali Garayev and Mukham-
mad Aymuradov, and called on the au-
thorities to ensure that they were not
tortured. Replying in December, the Am-
bassador of Turkmenistan to the usa de-
clined to provide further information
about the charge, but asserted that “the
Government of Turkmenistan does not
condone the maltreatment of detainees or
prisoners”.

Amnesty International sought further
information about the detention of Valen-
tin Kopusev in a psychiatric hospital. It
continued to call for the abolition of the
death penalty.
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More than 160 people, many of whom ap-
peared to be prisoners of conscience,
were unlawfully detained without charge
or trial in areas affected by insurgency.
Two members of an opposition party and
a journalist were detained briefly in the
capital; they were prisoners of con-
science. There were reports of torture and
ill-treatment of prisoners. Courts contin-
ued to impose sentences of caning. At
least seven civilians may have been vic-
tims of extrajudicial execution by the se-
curity forces. At least 22 death sentences
were passed and there was one execution.
An armed opposition group was respons-
ible for serious human rights abuses.
Armed opposition to the government of
President Yoweri Museveni continued to
decline. In January the armed opposition
Uganda People’s Army announced that it
had abandoned its insurgency. However,
negotiations between the Lord’s Resist-
ance Army (LRA), the largest armed opposi-
tion group active in the north, and the
government failed to produce a settle-

. ment. The government armed thousands

of members of local militias and there
were numerous reports of forced conscrip-
tion into these militias.

In March elections were held for a Con-
stituent Assembly. The Assembly had the
task of promulgating a new constitution,
but it had not done so by the end of 1994.

A commission of inquiry into the
administration of justice, established in
1993, and the Uganda Human Rights Com-

| mission, established in 1986 to investigate

human rights abuses before President Mu-
seveni’s government came to power, were
reported to have handed in final reports to

UGANDA

the government during the year. Neither
had been published by the end of 1994.

Between September and November at
least 168 people were unlawfully detained
without charge or trial in Gulu military
barracks in northern Uganda. They were
taken into military custody for “screen-
ing” after being identified as “rebel coordi-
nators” by former members of the LRA now
working as informers for the army. Many
of those detained appeared to be prisoners
of conscience, imprisoned for the political
views they held, or were assumed to hold
by virtue of their ethnic origin. All the de-
tainees were members of the Acholi ethnic
group. Tobias Ali, who had been studying
in Jinja, was arrested by army officers in
Gulu town while visiting his family. He
was arrested because an army informer ar-
bitrarily pointed him out on the street as a
“rebel coordinator”. He was released with-
out charge after four days in detention
after relatives and local officials inter-
ceded on his behalf. Patrick Okot, a
teacher at Pece primary school, was de-
tained for five weeks before being released
without charge on condition that he report
to the authorities every two weeks. By the
end of the year at least 100 of those de-
tained had been released without charge
and none of those who remained in deten-
tion appeared to have been charged.

Two members of an opposition party
and a journalist were detained briefly in
the capital, Kampala. They were prisoners
of conscience. In March the National
Chairman of the Uganda People’s Con-
gress (upc), Haji Badru Kendo Wegulo, and
one of his colleagues, Patrick Rubaihayo,
were charged with publishing and print-
ing seditious material. The charges related
to the upC’s manifesto for the Constituent
Assembly elections in March, which al-
leged that Uganda was being ruled by
Tutsi of Rwandese origin. A court threat-
ened to dismiss the charges in September
after repeated prosecution requests for ad-
journments, but had not done so by the
end of the year. Also in October, the ed-
itor-in-chief of The Monitor newspaper,
Wafula Oguttu, was arrested and detained
for 18 hours on charges of defamation and
publishing false statements. The charges
were quickly dropped.

No further official action appeared to
have been taken in relation to a sedition
charge lodged in October 1993 against two
journalists on The Shariat newspaper.
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Teddy Sseze Cheeye, editor of the Uganda
Confidential newsletter, was also charged
with sedition in October 1993 and again
in December 1993 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). The first charge was
dropped but trial proceedings began in re-
lation to the second.

In contrast to 1993, there were no re-
ported releases from custody of political
prisoners who had been detained without
trial for prolonged periods on the capital
charge of treason. There continued to be
long delays in bringing political prisoners
to trial. Sergeant Kabanda, charged with
treason in June 1993 after having been
held for three years in military custody
without charge or trial, had still not been
brought to trial by the end of the year.

There were continued reports of torture
and ill-treatment of criminal suspects by
soldiers, members of paramilitary groups
and police. For example, in June police of-
ficers in Mukono District were accused of
having tortured Fred Mukisa during more
than a year's detention without trial. It
was not known whether he was charged
with an offence or what official action had
been taken by the end of the year regard-
ing the allegations of torture against the
police.

Courts, particularly Resistance Com-
mittee courts, continued to impose sen-
tences of caning - a cruel, inhuman or
degrading punishment. For example, in
July a Resistance Committee court in
Bweyogerere, composed of local council-
lors with no legal training, imposed sen-
tences of eight strokes of the cane upon a
man and a 12-year-old girl after they were
found guilty of having had sexual inter-
course.

There were reports of extrajudicial exe-
cutions by army personnel in March in
Gulu District in the context of military op-
erations against the LRA. Soldiers based in
a detachment in Binya village were re-
ported to have killed at least seven civil-
ians. For example, Lino Okot and Janani
Oywello of neighbouring Layoko village
were reported to have hidden in the bush
during fighting between soldiers and LrA
combatants. According to witnesses, the
two men encountered soldiers after the
fighting had died down and were asked
to show identification. Although they did
so, they were shot and killed on the spot.
The soldiers were also reported to have
tortured and ill-treated other inhabitants

of Binya village and neighbouring villages.
There were unconfirmed reports that the
officer in charge of the army unit con-
cerned was subsequently detained, but
no information was made available about
official investigations by the end of the
year.

The Army General Court Martial began
the task of hearing appeals from over 100
individuals under sentence of death
whose trials by army tribunals in previous
years had been declared “illegal and in-
competent” in September 1993 by the
Minister of State for Defence (see Amnesty
International Report 1994). At least 15
people had their death sentences quashed.
In September the Court Martial found
that a unit disciplinary committee had
wrongly sentenced to death three army
corporals on charges of aggravated rob-
bery. The Court Martial found that they
should have been charged with a lesser,
non-capital offence.

Professor Isaac Newton Ojok, who was
arrested in 1988 for alleged links to the
armed opposition Holy Spirit Movement
of Alice Lakwena, was acquitted by the
High Court after a retrial in January on the
grounds of insufficient evidence. He had
been charged with treason in 1990 and
sentenced to death in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). In November,
two men charged with treason in 1990,
Brigadier Smith Opon Acak and Ahmed
Ogeny, were acquitted by the High Court
and released.

There was one execution. In December
a soldier was executed by firing-squad
after being found guilty by an Army Field
Court Martial in Gulu District of killing
three people at a night club. The High
Court sentenced at least 14 people to
death, including two soldiers, for a variety
of offences. The Army General Court Mar-
tial sentenced to death at least eight sol-
diers on charges of robbery and murder. In
May it was reported that there were over
200 prisoners on death row in Luzira Max-
imum Security Prison.

The LRA was responsible for serious
human rights abuses, including rape and
deliberate and arbitrary killings. Joyce
Maku was captured in February in Moyo
District along with five other women. She
escaped in April after having been sexu-
ally abused by three LRA combatants. She
was pregnant on her escape. Civilians
were deliberately killed in raids by the LrA




on buses and villages in the north. Sixteen
people were reported to have died after a
bus was attacked on the Gulu-Kitgum road
in April. It was reported in March that at
least 20 people had been killed after the
LRA attacked and burned homes in Abulu
village in Apac District. Amnesty Interna-
tional condemned the abuses of human
rights by the LRA and urged it to abide by
basic humanitarian standards.

During the year Amnesty International
continued to urge the government to in-
vestigate past and recent killings by the
security forces which might have been
extrajudicial executions. In August Am-
nesty International published a report,
Uganda: Recommendations for safeguard-
ing human rights in the new constitution,
expressing concern that the draft constitu-
tion failed to meet the requirements of in-
ternational standards in the safeguarding
of human rights. In December it published
areport, Uganda: Detentions of suspected
government opponents without charge or
trial in the north, in which it called for the
immediate release of prisoners of con-
science being detained in Gulu military
barracks and for all uncharged political
detainees in custody to be released if they
were not promptly to be charged and
brought to trial.
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At least 200 people were sentenced to
death. At least one execution came to
light during the year, but the true figure
was believed to be much higher; informa-
tion was received of 181 executions in
1992 and 1993. There were reports of in-
adequate protection for asylum-seekers.
Parliamentary elections took place in

s
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March. Following presidential elections in
July Leonid Kuchma succeeded Leonid
Kravchuk as President. Discussions con-
tinued throughout the year on the draft of
a new constitution (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994).

At least 200 people were sentenced to
death by October 1994. Detailed statistics
on the application of the death penalty
were released for 1992 and 1993. In 1992,
79 people were sentenced to death and
103 executed. In 1993, 117 death sen-
tences were passed, all for premeditated,
aggravated murder, and 78 people were
executed. The same year, 11 death sen-
tences were quashed on appeal and one
was commuted.

Sessions of the presidential clemency
commission were delayed in the second
half of 1994 following the July elections.
Among those awaiting the outcome of a
petition for clemency was Vasily
Krivonos, who was sentenced to death for
murder in November 1993. He had just
turned 18 at the time of the crime and he
was said to have learning difficulties and
psychiatric problems. His appeal had been
rejected by the Supreme Court in Febru-
ary. Vasily Krivonos was reportedly
beaten and taunted by prison guards.

Among those known to have been exe-
cuted in 1994 was Anatoly Lyubarsky,
who had been sentenced to death for mur-
der in October 1993. His appeal was
turned down in January and he was exe-
cuted after President Kravchuk rejected
his petition for clemency in July.

In July reports were received of inad-
equate protection of at least eight Iraqi
asylum-seekers who, if forcibly returned
to their country of origin, could have
risked falling victim to human rights vi-
olations. The authorities were said to have
intended expelling them without examin-
ing their reasons for seeking protection or
the risks they faced in Iraq. They were be-
lieved still to be in Ukraine at the end of
the year.

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the President to commute all
pending death sentences. The organiza-
tion also called for a full investigation into
allegations that Vasily Krivonos had been
beaten while on death row. Amnesty In-
ternational urged that no asylum-seeker,
including the eight Iraqgis, be expelled
without a thorough examination of his or
her case, and that asylum-seekers at risk of
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human rights violations in their own
countries be granted effective and durable
protection against forcible return. No re-
plies had been received by the end of the
year.

UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

Four prisoners of conscience, all Indian
nationals, were held until December. One
person was sentenced to death and at
least five people were executed.

In February the President, al-Shaikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan, issued a
special decree referring certain criminal
cases, including adultery, drug-trafficking
and murder, to the Islamic courts, which
apply Shari‘a (Islamic law). Most of these
offences are punishable by death.

Four prisoners of conscience, all Indian
nationals resident in the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE), continued to serve prison sen-
tences imposed for allegedly insulting
Islam because of their involvement in a
play staged at the Indian Association in
Sharjah in May 1992 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Reports 1993 and 1994). They
were released in December.

The fate of three foreign nationals who
were arrested in 1993 for alleged anti-
Islamic activities and appeared to be pris-
oners of conscience (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994) remained unknown
at the end of the year.

In February the President pardoned 112
prisoners. Those released had reportedly
served half their prison sentences. It was
not clear whether there were any political
prisoners among them.

A pregnant foreign national was con-

victed of adultery and reportedly sen-
tenced to death by stoning. The Court of
Appeal overturned this sentence, impos-
ing instead a prison sentence of nine
months and 100 lashes to be administered
45 days after the birth. It was not known
whether the sentence was carried out.

A Pakistani national was reportedly
sentenced to death on charges of drug-traf-
ficking and had his sentence confirmed by
the Court of Appeal in the emirate of Shar-
jah in January. This was apparently the
first case in which the death sentence had
been imposed for drug-trafficking offences
in the UAE. It was not known whether the
execution was carried out.

Mashal Badr al-Hamati remained on
death row (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994). The prisoner, who was 17
years old at the time of the offence, had
not been executed by the end of the year.

At least five people were executed. In
September Qismatullah Haji Fadl Manan,
a Pakistani national, was executed after
having been convicted of murder. In the
same month a UAE national and three
members of the “Bidun” community
(stateless Arab) were executed: Anwar al-
Ma‘mari was convicted of rape, while

Ishaq Jumu‘a, Muhammad Tahar and

Ibrahim ‘Abbas were convicted of murder.

Amnesty International wrote to the
Minister of Justice calling for the immedi-
ate and unconditional release of all
prisoners of conscience. Amnesty Interna-
tional welcomed the decision to commute
the death sentence in the case of the
foreign national convicted of adultery.
However, the organization expressed con-
cern at the use of flogging, which it con-
siders to be a cruel, inhuman or degrading
form of punishment, as a judicial punish-
ment. Amnesty International urged the

President to commute all outstanding |

death sentences.

UNITED KINGDOM

Police officers charged with misconduct |

in connection with miscarriages of justice
were acquitted. Reports on interrogation
centres in Northern Ireland urged the in-
troduction of further safeguards. Allega-
tions of ill-treatment of deportees were
investigated; three police officers were
charged in connection with the death of



UNITED KINGDOM

Joy Gardner in 1993. The inadequacy of | accused for remaining silent during inter-

inquests was highlighted in some cases of
disputed killings. Armed political groups
carried out deliberate and arbitrary kill-
ings until cease-fires were declared.

On 1 September the Irish Republican
Army (rA), a predominantly Catholic
Republican armed group, declared a cessa-
tion of its “military operations”. Repub-
lican armed groups seek unification of
Northern Ireland with the Republic of Ire-
land. On 14 October the Combined Loyal-
ist Military Command declared a cessation
of “all operation hostilities” by the Ulster
Defence Association (Upa) and the Ulster
Volunteer Force (uvr). Loyalist armed
groups, predominantly Protestant, seek to
maintain Northern Ireland as part of the
United Kingdom. Armed groups claimed
responsibility for killing 60 people in
Northern Ireland in 1994.

The Criminal Justice and Public Order
Act became law in November. Under it,
courts can draw adverse inferences against
defendants remaining silent during inter-
fogation and at trial in England and
Wales; similar legislation already operates
in Northern Ireland. The law also gives
| Police new powers to stop and search and
| Creates criminal sanctions against protest-
| ers, travellers and others.

In February the government amended
legislation on the age of consent for homo-
sexual acts in private, lowering the age
from 21 to 18. The age of consent for het-
erosexual acts remains 16.

In June, in the Murray v. ux case, the
European Commission of Human Rights
concluded that the applicant’s rights to a
fair trial and to legal assistance had been
violated by restrictions on his access to
a lawyer. It rejected the argument that
adverse inferences drawn against the

T

rogation and at trial violated his right to a
fair trial. The Commission referred the
case to the European Court of Human
Rights.

The trial of seven people charged with
a bomb attack in the Ballymurphy area of
Belfast (see Amnesty International Report
1994) finished in November. Four of the
defendants were acquitted during the pro-
ceedings after the judge ruled that their
confessions were inadmissible. The judg-
ment on three defendants had not been
delivered by the end of the year. An Am-
nesty International delegate attended part
of the proceedings.

Four police officers, charged with at-
tempting to pervert the course of justice
in connection with the conviction in 1986
of four uDR soldiers for murder, were ac-
quitted in September. The judge ruled that
although interview notes had been re-
written, this did not necessarily mean any
crime had been committed.

In April the Northern Ireland Court of
Appeal quashed the conviction of Paul
Hill for the murder of a police officer in
1974. A lawyer attended the proceedings
on behalf of Amnesty International. Paul
Hill had also had his conviction for the
1975 RA pub bombings in Guildford and
Woolwich, as one of the “Guildford Four”,
quashed in 1989. In a report published in
June Sir John May concluded that the
wrongful convictions of the “Guildford
Four” were due to individual failings by
police officers, prosecutors and lawyers
and “not due to any specific weakness or
inherent fault in the criminal justice sys-
tem” (see Amnesty International Reports
1990 to 1994).

Two senior police officers, charged in
connection with the prosecutions of the
“Tottenham Three”, were acquitted in
July. They were charged with conspiracy
to pervert the course of justice after scien-
tific analysis showed that interview notes
had been altered (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1992).

The report of an ad hoc visit to North-
ern Ireland in July 1993 of the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture
was published in November. It concluded
that detainees held under emergency le-
gislation ran a significant risk of psycho-
logical ill-treatment and, on occasion, of
physical ill-treatment. It emphasized the
need for further safeguards, including
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immediate access to a solicitor, legal as-
sistance during interrogation, and the
possible electronic recording of interroga-
tions.

In January the Independent Commis-
sioner for the Holding Centres, Sir Louis
Blom-Cooper, published his first annual
report on police interrogation centres in
Northern Ireland. The report was critical
of some conditions at Castlereagh. It con-
cluded that “public confidence can be se-
cured only if there is in place ... a method
of accountability” for the conduct of de-
tectives carrying out interrogations. The
report also proposed the creation of a legal
advice unit at Castlereagh; this proposal
was criticized by the Law Society and
human rights organizations as undermin-
ing the detainees’ right of access to a law-
yer of their own choice.

In May the Independent Assessor of
Military Complaints, David Hewitt, pub-
lished his first annual report. He reviews
the procedures for non-criminal com-
plaints by members of the public in North-
ern Ireland. The report stressed the need
to address the “widespread perception
that the Army is failing to provide reason-
able satisfaction to genuine complain-
ants”. A total of 210 formal non-criminal
complaints, including harassment and
abuse, had been made during 1993; 16 of
these were substantiated, in eight of which
disciplinary action was taken.

Charges of manslaughter were brought
in April against three police officers from
the deportation squad of the London Met-
ropolitan Police in connection with the
death of Joy Gardner in August 1993; they
had not been tried by the end of 1994. Joy
Gardner died after being gagged and
strapped into a body-belt (see Amnesty In-
ternational Report 1994). After her death a
joint review was carried out by the Home
Office and the police into deportation pro-
cedures involving the police. The results,
which were released in January, included
the decision to ban mouth gags as a form
of restraint. Internal Home Office invest-

| igations into allegations of ill-treatment by

private security guards of other deportees
found no evidence of excessive use of
force.

Allegations were made that police offi-
cers and private security guards physic-
ally ill-treated people protesting against
the building of roads; however, very few
charges for the ill-treatment were brought.

Two reports by Chief Constable John
Stevens into alleged collusion between the
security forces and Loyalist paramilitaries
(see previous Amnesty International Re-
ports) were forwarded to the Northern Ire-
land Director of Public Prosecutions in
March and October, but had not been
made public by the end of the year.

Allegations about the lack of equal pro-
tection by the Royal Ulster Constabulary
(Ruc) of the Catholic community were
highlighted by the killing of Paul Thomp-
son in April. He was shot dead by upa
gunmen who had climbed through the
“peaceline fence” in West Belfast. Eight
hours earlier a resident had informed both
police and government authorities that the
fence had been broken.

In January the Ruc officer charged with
the murder of 19-year-old student Kevin
McGovern in 1991 was acquitted (see Am-
nesty International Report 1992). The ac-
quittal highlighted the need for a review
of legislation governing the use of lethal
force by the security forces.

The trial of two soldiers charged with
the murder of Peter McBride in 1992 took
place in June; no verdict had been given
by the end of the year.

The inquests into the killings of six
people, shot dead in 1982 by a special
anti-terrorist squad of the rRuc, were closed
in September by the coroner who stated
that his aim in holding the inquests was
“no longer achievable”. The rRuc and the
government, through the issuing of Public
Interest Immunity Certificates, blocked
disclosure to the inquest of the report of
the Stalker/Sampson inquiry (see previous
Amnesty International Reports).

The inquest in October into the deaths
of John McNeill, Edward Hale and Peter
Thompson was unable to examine the
full circumstances of the killings by un-
dercover soldiers in 1990 (see Amnesty
International Report 1991) because of re-
strictions placed on inquest procedures.
An Amnesty International delegate ob-
served the proceedings.

The European Commission of Human
Rights issued its decision in March in the
case of McCann, Farrell, and Savage v. UK
(the three people killed by undercover sol-
diers in Gibraltar in 1988 — see Amnesty
International Report 1989). The Commis-
sion concluded that the use of force had
been no more than “absolutely necessary”.
The Commission referred the case to the
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European Court of Human Rights.

Karamijit Singh Chahal's petition to
seek leave to appeal against his deporta-
tion order was rejected by the Appeal
Committee of the House of Lords in March
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
His petition to the European Commission
of Human Rights was declared admissible
in September.

Armed political groups carried out de-
liberate and arbitrary killings until cease-
fires were declared. Loyalist armed groups
claimed responsibility for killing 36
people, of whom 20 were killed by the uvr
and 11 by the uba. In June, six people
were killed and five others injured when a
UVF gunman sprayed a bar, frequented by
Catholics, with gunfire. Kathleen O’Hagan,
a Catholic and mother of five, was killed
by uvr gunmen in her home in August;
she was pregnant. Sixty-eight men were
shot in the limbs and 38 were reported to
have been beaten by Loyalist groups as
“punishment”.

The RA claimed responsibility for kill-
ing 18 people, of whom seven were mem-
bers of the security forces and 11 were
civilians. The Irish National Liberation
Army (INLA) claimed responsibility for
killing six people. A police station
cleaner, Fred Anthony, was killed when
an IRA bomb exploded under his car in
May. His wife and two children were in-
jured. Two leading Loyalists, Colin Craig
and Ray Smallwoods, were shot dead by
the INLA and IRA respectively in June and
July. Members of the Ira killed post office
worker Frank Kerr during a robbery in No-
vember; the IRA leadership stated it had
not sanctioned the operation. Republican
groups also carried out 32 beatings and
shot 54 men in the limbs as “punish-
ment”.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment not to adopt new legislation cur-
tailing the right of silence and to repeal
similar legislation already operating in
Northern Ireland. The organization was
also concerned about provisions in the
Criminal Justice and Public Order Act.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern about the government’s failure to
refer the life imprisonment of three men
charged with the murder of two army cor-
porals (see Amnesty International Report
1994) to a judicial authority for review.

In February Amnesty International
published a report called United Kingdom:

UNITED KINGDOM

Political Killings in Northern Ireland,
which examined patterns of killings
falling within the organization’s mandate.
These included killings by members of the
security forces, killings by paramilitary
forces carried out with the acquiescence,
collusion or complicity of the security
forces, and deliberate and arbitrary kill-
ings by armed political groups.

Amnesty International reiterated its
long-standing concerns about the ineffec-
tiveness of inquests dealing with disputed
killings by the security forces, as well as
the government's intervention in particu-
lar cases to block the disclosure of crucial
evidence. The organization urged the gov-
ernment and the RUC to release the
Stalker/Sampson report to the McKerr,
Toman and Burns inquest. The govern-
ment replied that Public Interest Immu-
nity Certificates were issued because it
was “sometimes necessary to safeguard in-
formation which would otherwise be use-
ful to terrorists”.

Amnesty International submitted writ-
ten comments to the European Court of
Human Rights in the case of McCann, Far-
rell and Savage v. uk. The organization
urged the Court to declare that the inten-
tionally lethal use of firearms could only
be compatible with the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights when its use was
strictly unavoidable in order to protect
life.

In July Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, United Kingdom: Cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment during
forcible deportation, which detailed alle-
gations by four deportees of ill-treatment
by police officers and private security
guards. Unauthorized equipment was
used to restrain deportees, including
mouth gags, adhesive tape and plastic
straps. The organization urged the govern-
ment to open impartial investigations into
the allegations. It also urged the govern-
ment to set up an independent inquiry
into the accountability of all agencies in-
volved in the deportation process and to
create a statutory authority to regulate the
Immigration Service and private security
firms. The report was submitted to the
Home Affairs Select Committee inquiry
into the private security industry. The
Prime Minister, John Major, wrote to Am-
nesty International in August rejecting the
need for an independent statutory author-
ity, or an independent inquiry.
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Amnesty International urged that the | vention against Torture and Other Cruel,

protection of human rights be placed
centrally on the agenda in the search for a
political settlement in the context of the
cease-fires in Northern Ireland.

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Thirty-one prisoners were executed in 13
states. Three states carried out their first
executions in more than 30 years. More
than 2,870 prisoners were under sentence
of death in 35 states. Political activists in
San Francisco were repeatedly arrested.
There were reports of deaths in police
custody in disputed circumstances and
allegations of torture and ill-treatment by
police and prison officers. Thousands of
Cuban and Haitian asylum-seekers were
held at a us naval base in Guantdnamo
Bay, Cuba.

The use of the death penalty under fed-
eral civilian law was extended to cover
some 60 new crimes. These included the
murder of federal officials and certain
non-homicidal offences such as treason,
espionage and major drug-trafficking.
President Bill Clinton supported the pas-
sage of the Crime Bill and signed the legis-
lation on 13 September. This move clearly
conflicted with Article 4(2) of the Amer-
ican Convention on Human Rights, which
the usa has signed but not ratified.

Kansas reinstated the death penalty in
April, becoming the 37th state to author-
ize its use. The governor of Kansas, who
personally opposed the death penalty, al-
lowed the reinstatement bill to become
law without her signature.

In October the Usa ratified the uN Con-

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Pun-
ishment. The same month the Senate gave
its consent to ratification of the Interna-
tional Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

The death penalty continued to be used
extensively. Thirty-one prisoners were ex-
ecuted, bringing the total number of exe-
cutions since 1977 to 257. Three states —
Idaho, Maryland and Nebraska — each car-
ried out an execution for the first time in
more than 30 years. Texas carried out 14
executions. Executions were also carried
out in Arkansas (five), in Virginia (two)
and in Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Indiana, North Carolina and Washington
(one each).

William Hance, a black man who was
borderline mentally retarded, was exe-
cuted in Georgia on 31 March. He had
been tried in Columbus, Georgia (Chatta-
hoochee Judicial Circuit), where there is
strong evidence of racial discrimination in
the application of the death penalty (see
Amnesty International Report 1991). The
jury contained only one black member; all
other black prospective jurors were ex-
cluded by the prosecutor (Columbus’ pop-
ulation is 34 per cent black). Shortly
before the execution, two jurors stated in
affidavits that deliberations at William
Hance’s 1984 resentencing trial had been
marked by misinformation, misconduct
and racial bias. The one black juror on the
panel swore that she had not voted for the
death penalty on account of William
Hance's mental condition, but that she
had been ignored and a unanimous ver-
dict announced. Another juror corrobo-
rated this account and described racially
derogatory remarks made during the jury
deliberations. The Georgia Board of Par-
dons refused to grant clemency despite
appeals for mercy from the family of the
murder victim.

Harold Lamont “Wili” Otey was exe-
cuted in Nebraska on 2 September; this
was the first execution in the state for 35
years. Wili Otey, a black man, was convic-
ted of the 1977 rape and murder of a white
woman. In June 1991 the Nebraska Board
of Pardons denied clemency by two votes
to one. His attorneys argued that the
clemency hearing had been unfair because
the Attorney General, who prosecuted the
case and sought to expedite the execution,
was a member of the Pardons Board.




Grounds for clemency included the fact
that Wili Otey had no prior criminal
record; his rehabilitation in prison; and
other mitigating factors.

Members of Food Not Bombs (FNB), a
group distributing free food and informa-
tion to homeless people in San Francisco,
were repeatedly arrested. ‘One member
was convicted in February 1994 of violat-
ing a court injunction forbidding FNB from
distributing food in public places without
a permit. The group had been unable to
obtain such a permit since 1990 when the
authorities stopped issuing them. The
group’s leader, arrested more than 90
times since 1988, faced prosecution at the
end of the year on various charges includ-
ing assault. The alleged victims and wit-
nesses were employees of City Hall,
several of whom had openly opposed the
activities of FNB. Some of those arrested re-
ported that they were ill-treated by police.

There were reports of deaths in police
custody in disputed circumstances and al-
legations of torture and ill-treatment by
police and prison officers. Ernest Sayon, a
black man, died during his arrest on
Staten Island on 29 April. His death was
classified as a homicide caused by as-
phyxia by compression of chest and neck
while his wrists were handcuffed behind
his back. Witnesses alleged that Ernest
Sayon was beaten by the arresting officers
and placed in a choke-hold. A grand jury
investigating the case voted in December
not to file criminal charges against the
three officers involved.

A grand jury investigating the May
1993 death in police custody of Johnny
Cromartie, a black man, voted in March
not to indict any of the officers involved,
on the ground that the use of force to sub-
due him during an escape attempt had
been justified. Johnny Cromartie’s death
from heart failure was found to have been
caused by several factors including stress
caused by blows by the police officers and
the difficulty he had breathing while lying
face down with his wrists manacled be-
hind him (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994).

Felipe Soltero, aged 17, of Latin Amer-
ican origin, was shown on a video tape
being beaten by a black police officer in
Los Angeles County, California, on 29
July. The police officer struck the teenager
four times on the head and face with a
metal baton, and continued to beat him as

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA |

he lay on the ground. Felipe Soltero re-
portedly sustained severe bruising. The of-
ficer was suspended and a grand jury
began hearing evidence in the case in
August.

On 30 September Timothy Prince Pride
was fatally shot in the back by a prison
guard in San Quentin prison, California,
reportedly after being involved in a minor
altercation with another prisoner. Accord-
ing to a statement by the prison authorit-
ies, rubber bullets were fired as a warning
to break up a fight between Timothy Pride
and the other prisoner. However, a guard
using live ammunition reportedly opened
fire at the same time in what appeared to
be an excessive use of lethal force.

A Los Angeles jury failed to reach a
verdict in the trial in September of a po-
lice officer charged with second-degree
murder for the killing of John Daniels Jr
(see Amnesty International Reports 1993
and 1994). A new trial was ordered.

The Knox County Sheriff's Department,
Tennessee, and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) initiated inquiries after a
newspaper report published in July al-
leged that during 1993 inmates in Knox
County jail had been handcuffed spread-
eagled to bars for periods of an hour or
more. The newspaper also claimed other
inmates were punished by being placed in
a special restraining chair and forced to
wear a helmet with the visor blacked out,
which was then struck by prison guards
using fists, flashlights and other objects.

Prisoners in Oklahoma State Peniten-
tiary’s H-Unit, a super-maximum security
unit which opened in November 1991,
were kept for between 23 and 24 hours per
day in underground, concrete, window-
less cells with virtually no natural light or
fresh air. H-Unit houses nearly 400 in-
mates, including all male prisoners under
sentence of death in the state. The Amer-
ican Correctional Association, a private
agency that administers national accredi-
tation for us and Canadian prisons, de-
layed reaccrediting the penitentiary after
receiving a highly critical report on H-Unit
by Amnesty International which con-
cluded that conditions constituted “cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment” (see
below).

Judgment was still pending at the end
of the year in a civil suit brought in 1993
on behalf of inmates of Pelican Bay
Prison, a maximum security prison in
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California (see Amnesty International Re-
ports 1993 and 1994).

Haitian boat people held by the us Gov-
ernment in camps at the us naval base at
Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba, were encouraged
to return to Haiti, often without being
given adequate information about the un-
stable situation prevailing there. A sub-
stantial number of the approximately
32,000 Cuban asylum-seekers held by the
us authorities in camps at Guantdnamo
Bay and in Panama during the year were
believed to have fled the risk of human
rights violations in Cuba.

Amnesty International made numerous
appeals on behalf of prisoners sentenced
to death, urging clemency in all cases.

In an open letter to President Clinton in
January, Amnesty International called on
the federal government to set up a Presid-
ential Commission into the use of the
death penalty, and to introduce a morato-
rium on all executions until the Commis-
sion reports its findings. The letter

showed that death sentences in the usa
are imposed disproportionately on the
poor, on members of ethnic minorities, on

the mentally ill or retarded, and on those
without adequate legal counsel. This, the
organization said, was a matter for the us
federal authorities to investigate and rem-
edy with the utmost urgency. Eleven areas
of particular concern were cited, includ-
ing the execution of juvenile offenders
and the mentally impaired. No substantive
response had been received from the us
Government by the end of the year.

Amnesty International remained con-
cerned that Gary Tyler, in prison in
Louisiana for murder, was denied a fair
trial in 1975 and that racial prejudice
played a major part in his prosecution.
It wrote to the Board of Pardons and
Louisiana's governor in December, urging
that he be pardoned (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1990 to 1992).

Amnesty International wrote to the au-
thorities in San Francisco in October to re-
quest further information on the charges
against the FNB leader and some 20 others.
It expressed concern that the group had
reportedly been subjected to a pattern of
harassment, arrest and ill-treatment by po-
lice over a six-year period and that mem-
bers may have been targeted on account of
peaceful beliefs and political activities.

In May Amnesty International wrote to
the New York City Police Commissioner

regarding deaths and ill-treatment of sus-
pects in custody. The organization was
disturbed at the deaths of several suspects,
including Ernest Sayon, in recent years
after they were placed face-down in re-
straints, which can inhibit respiratory
movement. Amnesty International also re-
mained concerned at the use of lethal
force in the case of Johnny Cromartie, who
was unarmed, epileptic and in need of
medical attention.

Amnesty International wrote to the au-
thorities in Tennessee in October regard-
ing allegations of ill-treatment of inmates
in the Knox County jail. It wrote to the au-
thorities in Arizona, California, Florida,
Maryland and Ohio about other allega-
tions of deaths and ill-treatment in cus-
tody. Cases included Felipe Soltero in Los
Angeles, California; Timothy Pride in San
Quentin prison, California; three people
who were shot dead by the Los Angeles
Police in 1992 and 1993; and Michael
Bryant who died in March 1993 in Los
Angeles, California, after being “hog-tied”
by police (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1994). The Los Angeles Police De-
partment told Amnesty International in
September that Michael Bryant’s death
had been thoroughly investigated and that
“no fault” was found in the officers’ ac-
tions, but that new procedures had since
been introduced to restrain suspects. In
November the California Department of
Corrections told Amnesty International
that an investigation was being conducted
into the shooting of Timothy Pride.

In March an Amnesty International del-
egation visited H-Unit at Oklahoma State
Penitentiary. Amnesty International’s re-
port, published in June, concluded that
the conditions constituted “cruel, inhu-
man or degrading” treatment in violation
of international standards. It urged the
Oklahoma prison authorities to act on the
organization’s findings and recommenda-
tions. Some conditions, including lack of
access to natural light and fresh air, vio-
lated the uN Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Prisoners. Amnesty Inter-
national also raised concerns regarding
H-Unit’s failure to meet American Correc-
tional Association standards for prisons
including adequate cell furnishings and
unencumbered cell space for two occu-
pants.

In September an Amnesty International
delegation visited the us naval base at




Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba, to investigate the
situation of Cuban and Haitian asylum-
seekers held there after being intercepted
at sea by the us authorities. Amnesty Inter-
national questioned the repatriation pro-
cess to which Haitian asylum-seekers
were subjected and expressed concern
that some were volunteering to return to
Haiti without being given adequate infor-
mation about the unstable situation in the
country. The organization believed that a
substantial number of Cubans held in
camps at Guantdnamo Bay and Panama,
who were not permitted to request asylum
in the usa, could be at risk of human
rights violations if required to return to
Cuba. It urged that they be given the op-
portunity to present asylum applications
in accordance with internationally ac-
cepted procedures.

URUGUAY

There were reports of excessive use of
lethal force by members of the police dur-
ing a demonstration, resulting in one
dead and dozens wounded. There were
reports of ill-treatment in police custody.
Human rights violations committed dur-
ing the period of military rule remained
uninvestigated.

In November Julio Marfa Sanguinetti of
the Colorado Party was elected to succeed
Lufs Alberto Lacalle as President. The
President-elect had served one term as
President from 1985 to 1990, after 12 years
of military rule. In November a military
anti-guerrilla unit, Organismo Coordi-
nador de Operaciones Antisubversivas
(ocoa), known to have committed human
rights abuses during previous military

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/URUGUAY

governments, was disbanded. This was
one of a series of military reforms set in
motion nine years after the transfer of
power to an elected government.

One person was killed when anti-riot
police and mounted police of the Guardia
Republicana, Republican Guard, charged

| and fired into a demonstration held in Au-

gust in the capital, Montevideo, in what
may have been excessive use of force. One
demonstrator, Alvaro Fernando Morroni,
was fatally shot and at least 75 people,
including police, were injured. Esteban
Massa, a male nurse of the emergency
medical service, was shot in the back
while attending to an injured demonstra-
tor. At least two juveniles were seriously
injured and many other demonstrators,
among them children, were beaten and
trampled by police horses. An investiga-
tion initiated into the incident had not
concluded by the end of the year.

The demonstration was to protest at the
imminent extradition to Spain of three
suspected members of the Basque group
Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), Basque
Homeland and Liberty. The three men,
who faced serious criminal charges, were
in hospital following a 14-day hunger-
strike. The three Spaniards were extra-
dited to Spain in August by orders of the
Uruguayan courts.

Reports of ill-treatment of detainees by
the police continued. Criminal suspects
were reportedly beaten in provincial po-
lice stations. In October Claudino Ferraz,
a farm worker, was allegedly severely
beaten by police attached to the Sixth Dis-
trict police station in Young, Department
of Rio Negro, where he was taken for
interrogation. As a result of the beating
Claudino Ferraz had a ruptured spleen
and several broken ribs. An investigation
was apparently initiated but by the end of
the year its outcome had not been made
public.

The government again failed to take
measures to bring to justice those respons-
ible for human rights violations during the
period of military rule. In August the pres-
idential candidate Julio Marfa Sanguinetti
testified at the continuing civil court case
brought by Sara Méndez in 1991 challeng-
ing the adoption of a boy she believes to
be her “disappeared” son, Simén (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1990 to 1994).
Julio Marfa Sanguinetti was called to
testify because as President he had been
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responsible for closing an investigation
into this case by a criminal court in 1989,
on the grounds that the case was covered
by the Expiry Law (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1987 to 1994). He said in
his testimony to the Family Court that he
had passed the case on to the Defence
Ministry and the National Institute of Mi-
nors, which were responsible for clarify-
ing “disappearances”. The 1986 Expiry
Law has effectively stopped all judicial
processes against police and military per-
sonnel accused of human rights violations
during the military government.

There was no progress in the com-
plaint presented by a Uruguayan mem-
ber of parliament before a Paraguayan
court, requesting clarification of the fate
of two Uruguayan citizens who had
“disappeared” in Paraguay in the hands
of Uruguayan, Argentine and Paraguayan
personnel in 1977 (see Paraguay entry).

In August Amnesty International asked
the authorities to investigate the violence
during the demonstration against the ex-
tradition of three Spanish citizens and
expressed its concern at the alarming
number of civilian casualties. There was
no reply. Amnesty International asked the
Uruguayan Government to obtain guaran-

tees from the Spanish Government that |

the three Spaniards would not be tortured
or ill-treated in Spain if detained incom-
municado under anti-terrorist legislation.
The Uruguayan Minister of Foreign Affairs
informed Amnesty International that he

had raised concerns with his Spanish |

counterpart about the possible ill-treat-
ment of the three men in Spain and had
obtained “the utmost guarantees a state
governed by the rule of law can offer”.

UZBEKISTAN

Two prisoners of conscience and three
probable prisoners of conscience were
granted clemency and released early, but
other probable prisoners of conscience
were detained on allegedly fabricated

criminal charges. Three people held
briefly under “administrative arrest” for
attempting to travel abroad to a human
rights conference were prisoners of con-
science. Reports were received of ill-treat-
ment of detainees in police custody. At
least five people were executed.

Elections were held in December to
a restyled parliament, the 250-seat Oliy
Majlis. The elections were contested by
President Islam Karimov's People’s Demo-
cratic Party and another party supporting
the President’s policies, and by candidates
nominated by regional governments. Op-
position parties remained banned and
were not permitted to stand in the elec-
tions.

Otanazar Aripov and Salavat Umurza-
kov, former prisoners of conscience, were
rearrested in March. At separate court
hearings they were ordered to begin serv-
ing previously suspended prison sen-
tences of, respectively, five and three years
passed on them at the 1993 Milli Mejlis
trial (see Amnesty International Report
1994). They were ruled to have violated a
condition under which their sentences
had been suspended by continuing their
active involvement in the outlawed op-
position party Erk (Freedom). However, in
November they were released by a special
presidential clemency decree.

Also freed by the November amnesty
were probable prisoners of conscience
Pulat Akhunov and Nosyr Zokhir (see
Amnesty International Report 1994) and
Inamzhon Tursunov. Nosyr Zokhir had
been sentenced in August to two and a
half years’ imprisonment for illegal pos-
session of a firearm and narcotics; sources
suggested that the case against him had
been fabricated. Probable prisoner of con-
science Akhmatkhan Turakhanov did not
benefit from the November amnesty. He
had been arrested on the same day and in
similar circumstances to Nosyr Zokhir
(see Amnesty International Report 1994,
where the name is given as Akhmadkhon
Turakhonboy-ugly), and was sentenced in




September to 18 months in prison for ille-
gal possession of a weapon.

Mikhail Ardzinov, Vasiliya Inayatova
and Talib Yakubov were placed under
“administrative arrest” for up to 10 days
in May to prevent them travelling to Al-
maty in Kazakhstan to attend a human
rights conference. They were prisoners of
conscience. Vasiliya Inayatova's arrest by
Uzbek police took place after she had al-
ready crossed by car into Kazakhstan.

There were further arrests and prosecu-
tions of people on criminal charges which
may have been fabricated. These people
were probable prisoners of conscience. In
May Sherali Ruzimuradov, a student, was
arrested in Karshi and reportedly charged
with illegal possession of a weapon.
Sources claimed that he was being de-
tained on a fabricated criminal charge to
force disclosure of the whereabouts of his
brother, Yusuf Ruzimuradov, an Erk activ-
ist who had escaped from police custody
in April. In June Gaipnazar Koshchanov,
an Erk organizer in Urgench, was sen-
tenced to two years’ imprisonment for ille-
gal firearms and narcotics possession.
Sources alleged that the charge had been
fabricated to punish him for possessing
copies of the Erk party newspaper.

There was no news of Abdullo Utayev,
leader of the unregistered Islamic Re-
naissance Party, who apparently “disap-
peared” in 1992 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). Sources continued to
allege that he was in the custody of one of
the state law enforcement agencies.

Two Israeli citizens, Grigory Zalkind
and Anna Korol, alleged that they suffered
torture and ill-treatment while in police
custody in Tashkent, the capital, in Febru-
ary. Both reported that they had been se-
verely beaten by police officers and Anna
Korol reported that she had been repeat-
edly raped by two officers. They received
no response to their complaints to the au-
thorities about their treatment.

The death penalty remained in force.
At least six death sentences were passed,
three of which were reported to have been
carried out. One man convicted in 1991
and one man convicted in 1992 were also
reported to have been executed during the
year. The fate of three others convicted in
1992 and known to be under sentence of
death at the beginning of 1994 could not
be confirmed. It was reported that in some
cases procedures for informing the family

UZBEKISTAN/VENEZUELA

of a prisoner facing the death penalty
about decisions made at clemency hear-
ings were no longer being strictly fol-
lowed, leaving the family uncertain of the
fate of the prisoner and in some cases un-
aware for long periods that execution had
taken place.

Amnesty International called for the re-
lease of Otanazar Aripov and Salavat
Umurzakov. It protested against the con-
tinuing use of “administrative arrest” to
prevent people from exercising fundamen-
tal human rights. In cases of probable pris-
oners of conscience Amnesty International
called for judicial review of criminal con-
victions where people had already been
sentenced to terms of imprisonment, and
for clarification of the charges against
people in pre-trial detention. The organ-
ization asked to be informed about in-
vestigations into complaints by Grigory
Zalkind and Anna Korol of torture and ill-
treatment. Amnesty International contin-
ued to press the authorities to abolish the
death penalty. In November it wrote to the
clemency commission calling for stricter
adherence to procedures for informing
families of people under sentence of death
about the outcome of clemency petitions.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Uzbekistan: Further
prosecutions in the “Milli Mejlis” case:
prisoners of conscience Otanazar Aripov
and Salavat Umurzakov.

VENEZUELA
X

At least one prisoner of conscience was
jailed during 1994 and at least eight oth-
ers remained in prison. The widespread
use of torture by the security forces con-
tinued to be reported. Prison conditions
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remained extremely harsh, and scores of
prisoners died during violent incidents in
jails. At least 10 people were extrajudi-
cially executed by the security forces, and
scores more were reported to have been
unlawfully killed during police and army
operations to combat crime. Most invest-
igations into reported human rights viola-
tions made little progress.

President Rafael Caldera took office in
February. On 27 June, in the context of
a deepening economic crisis, President
Caldera announced the suspension of cer-
tain constitutional guarantees, including
the right not to be detained without war-
rant except when caught committing a
crime. The suspension of guarantees was
rejected by Congress on 22 July but the
next day the executive overturned Con-
gress’ decision and suspended the guaran-
tees until the end of the year.

Venezuela signed the Inter-American
Convention on the Forced Disappearance
of Persons in June but had not ratified it
by the end of the year.

Community activists and their relatives
continued to face threats, persecution and
imprisonment. Several were prisoners of
conscience. Gabriel Rivas Granadillo,
leader of La Chivera peasants’ union, was
arrested without warrant on 2 July by the
state police in Valencia under the Ley de
Vagos y Maleantes, Law on Vagrants and
Crooks. This permits administrative de-
tention for periods of up to five years,
without judicial appeal or review. He re-
mained in detention as a prisoner of con-
science in extremely harsh conditions for
days before being released without charge.
Other prisoners of conscience arrested in
previous years remained in jail, including
Henry Landino Contreras, a musician, the
son of Bari Indian and peasant activist
Mario Landino who was released without
charge in March (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). Henry Landino was
arrested and tortured in the state of Zulia
in March 1993, together with Guzmén Vil-
lalba Torres, a Colombian peasant. Both
men were prisoners of conscience and
remained imprisoned throughout 1994.
Pedro Luis Pefia Arévalo and José Luis
Zapata were arrested in Maracaibo and
Caracas in 1992 because of their homosex-
uality. They were detained under the Law
on Vagrants and Crooks.

Jaime Rafael Lugo Acabéan, a student
was arrested and tortured in

Puerto La Cruz by members of the military
intelligence agency Direccién de Inteligen-
cia Militar (DIM), in May 1992. He was
tried on charges of “military rebellion”
and acquitted by a military court in July
1992. However, he remained in detention
as a result of the court’s failure to order
his release owing to an unresolved conflict
between military and civilian jurisdic-
tions.

Human rights activist Fernando Arias
Figueroa, who was arrested and tortured
by members of DM in February 1993 (see
Amnesty International Report 1994), was
released on bail in July.

Dozens of other prisoners of con-
science, including community and stu-
dent activists, were detained without
warrant after the suspension of guarantees
on 27 June. They were held for short
periods and interrogated by members of
DM and the police intelligence agency, Di-
reccién de los Servicios de Inteligencia y
Prevencién (pisip). The human rights sub-
commission of Congress criticized such
arbitrary arrests.

Scores of people continued to be im-
prisoned under the Law on Vagrants and
Crooks despite government promises to re-
peal the law, which government and judi-
cial authorities have acknowledged
infringes the Constitution and interna-
tional human rights treaties ratified by the
country, including the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights.

Most of those imprisoned in connec-
tion with the coup attempts in February
and November 1992 were released during
the year (see Amnesty International Re-
port 1993).

Torture and ill-treatment by the secur-
ity forces continued to be widely reported
throughout the country and those respons-
ible continued to benefit from impunity.
Victims included men, women and chil-
dren, many of whom belonged to under-
privileged sectors of society. The most
frequently cited methods were beatings:
suspension from wrists or ankles for pro-
longed periods; near-asphyxiation with
plastic bags; electric shocks; and mock ex-
ecutions. Torture was used extensively by
the police and army to extract confessions
from criminal suspects and such confes-
sions continued to be accepted as evid-
ence by the courts. State attorneys
frequently failed to act effectively on
complaints of torture and official forensic




doctors regularly avoided documenting
cases of torture. Torture and ill-treatment
were also widely reported from prisons.
Medical treatment for detainees who suf-
fered torture was generally unavailable or
grossly inadequate.

Among the scores of cases of torture re-
ported were those of Marfa Garcfa and her
husband Luis Gelves, who were arrested
without warrant together with eight other
peasants by soldiers between 18 and 20
April in the community of Sector
Socuavé, Zulia state. Although Marfa Gar-
cfa was seriously ill and awaiting an oper-
ation, they were transferred to a local
army garrison. Marfa Garcfa was held with
four other women, one of whom was preg-
nant. They were repeatedly threatened
with death, and on 22 April were brutally
beaten by members of DM to force them to
confess to collaborating with Colombian
guerrillas. Luis Gelves was tortured to-
gether with 27 other men while held in se-
cret detention at a local army post. The
men were beaten, nearly drowned and
threatened with death. On 6 May Marfa
Garcfa, Luis Gelves and 11 other peasants
were released, but the charges against
them were not dropped.

Franklin Pérez was arrested by mem-
bers of the Policia Técnica Judicial (pT)),
Criminal Investigations Police, in July in
Tucupita, Delta Amacuro. He was alleg-
edly beaten and semi-asphyxiated with a
plastic bag while suspended from the
wrists during interrogation. He was re-
leased without charge three days later.

In August community activists José
Manuel Flores, José Gregorio Guedez,
Rubén Sédnchez and José Luis Sanchez
were arrested by the state police in Valen-
cia, Carabobo, on charges of participating
in the November 1992 coup attempt and
belonging to an armed opposition group,
Bandera Roja. They were held in incom-
municado detention by pisip and were al-
legedly beaten, suspended by the wrists
for prolonged periods, and given electric
shocks. They were then transferred to a
military prison run by the piM in Caracas,
the capital, where they remained awaiting
trial before military courts.

There were no prosecutions of those re-
sponsible for past cases of torture. The
perpetrators continued to benefit from im-
punity. In August two members of a non-
governmental human rights organization,
Red de Apoyo por la Justicia y la Paz, re-

VENEZUELA

ceived several anonymous death threats
after publicly complaining about torture
and extrajudicial executions by the police
in Caracas.

Prison conditions were extremely
harsh, often amounting to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Government au-
thorities publicly acknowledged the lack
of security for prison inmates, the serious
overcrowding and the extremely poor san-
itary conditions, but failed to reform the
prison system.

At least 108 prisoners were killed and
dozens remained unaccounted for in Sa-
baneta prison, Maracaibo. In the worst
recorded incident in Venezuela’s prisons,
on 3 January a group of inmates attacked
and set fire to overcrowded cells. The
guards failed to prevent and stop the at-
tack, which according to reports was
planned with the knowledge of some
prison authorities. Few of those respons-
ible had been brought to justice by the end
of the year.

At least 10 people were extrajudicially
executed by the security forces and scores
were reported to have been unlawfully
killed. Six prisoners who escaped from
the Centro Penitenciario de Aragua, a
prison in Aragua, on 4 January, were shot
in the back by a member of the Guardia
Nacional (cN), National Guard. The un-
armed prisoners were recaptured at a
nearby bus stop on the day of their escape,
and forced to lie face down on the ground
by the GN. Witnesses saw one of them
shoot the prisoners in the back at close
range. Rémer de la Cruz Mor6n Carrillo,
a bystander, was shot in the leg when
he protested. Those responsible were not
brought to justice.

On 2 February around 30 soldiers
raided the Yukpa Indian community of
Kasmera in Zulia. They confiscated a ship-
ment of wood, without a court order as re-
quired by law. Community members who
protested were threatened and shot at by
the soldiers. Three Yukpa Indians — Felipe
Romero, José Vicente Romero and Carmen
Romero - were killed and 17-year-old
Francisco Romero was wounded in the
attack. Those responsible had not been
brought to justice by the end of the year.

Alibeth Blanco Nieves was killed by
members of the Policfa Metropolitana
(pM), Metropolitan Police, in May as she
stood with her relatives at a bus stop
in Caracas. The police reportedly shot
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indiscriminately at bystanders. Alibeth’s
15-month-old son Anderson was slightly
injured in the incident. The PM was ac-
cused of dozens of other arbitrary killings
in Caracas during 1994, which were not
investigated. The officers responsible for
killings during 1993 (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994) were not brought to
justice. The victims included three-year-
old César Garcfa Villarroel and Sergio
Rodriguez Yance, a human rights activist.
Most killings by the security forces in pre-
vious years remained unpunished, includ-
ing the 1992 massacre of at least 63
inmates in the Retén de Catia prison in
Caracas (see Amnesty International Report
1993).

An Amnesty International delegation
visited Venezuela in May and June and
met President Rafael Caldera and other
senior government officials, including the
Interior Minister, the Justice Minister and
the Defence Minister, as well as officials of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, members
of the Supreme Court, members of Con-
gress and the Attorney General. The deleg-
ates urged the government to implement
more than 70 recommendations contained
in Amnesty International’s 1993 report,
Venezuela: The eclipse of human rights,
including the abolition of the Law on Va-
grants and Crooks. The President and
other government officials acknowledged
the organization’s concerns, and ex-
pressed the government's willingness to
end human rights violations.

VIET NAM

At least 60 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience re-
mained imprisoned in 1994, and there
were more than 10 new arrests. Several
political prisoners, including prisoners of
conscience, were released. A trial of a po-
litical prisoner appeared to fall short of
international fair trial standards. Eight
death sentences were imposed but no exe-
cutions were reported.

The government continued its policy of
economic liberalization throughout the
year, and the lifting of the trade embargo
by the usa in February was welcomed by
the authorities. The press and broadcast
media remained under state control, and
freedom of worship was limited to those

groups approved by the government.
Members of a Buddhist religious group
were subjected to surveillance and arrest
by the authorities in the latter half of the
year.

At least 60 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience remained

in prison throughout 1994, including
Thich Han Duc, a Buddhist monk; Tran
Thang Thuc, a former military doctor;
Doan Viet Hoat, an academic; and Nguyen
Dan Que, a doctor (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1994). Prisoners of con-
science Pham Hong Tho, Vo Van Pham
and Nguyen Xuan De, who were sen-
tenced to long terms of imprisonment_in
May 1993 for alleged “activities aiming to
overthrow the people’s government”, re-
mained in detention in 1994. Seven
Roman Catholic priests also remained im-
prisoned. Paul Nguyen Chau Dat was ar-
rested in 1987 along with 22 other
members of the Congregation of the
Mother Co-Redemptrix and charged with
“undermining the policy of unity and dis-
ruption of public security”. He was de-
tained in a “re-education” camp in Xuan
Loc district, Dong Nai province.

During the second half of the year, the
authorities arrested at least nine members
of the banned Unified Buddhist Church of
Viet Nam (uBcv). The uBcv has refused
to join the official Viet Nam Buddhist
Church established with government ap-
proval in 1981. Surveillance of followers
of the uBcv increased after the suicide by
self-immolation in May of uscv monk
Thich Hue Thau in southern Vinh Long
province, allegedly in protest against gov-
ernment restrictions on religious freedom
and against high taxes imposed on the
peasants in the Mekong Delta. In August




Thich Giac Nguyen was briefly detained
after holding a three-day demonstration in
front of the Ho Chi Minh City town hall.
The authorities denied reports that 100
people were detained with him. Later the
same month he was arrested at his temple
in Ho Chi Minh City, allegedly for “dissid-
ent acts”. He was apparently returned to
his home province by the authorities, and
it was unclear whether he had been re-
leased by the end of the year. In Novem-
ber, six members of the uscv involved in a
uBcv flood relief mission were arrested, al-
legedly because the mission did not have
authorization from the authorities. Those
detained included Thich Long Tri, a
monk. They appeared to be prisoners of
conscience. There were at least two fur-
ther arrests in Hue in November during
disturbances following the opening of a
new Buddhist school of the official Viet
Nam Buddhist Church. The uscv Supreme
Patriarch, Thich Huyen Quang, a prisoner
of conscience under house arrest in his
pagoda in Quang Ngai province since
1982, went on hunger-strike in December
to protest against the arrests of members of
his church. He was taken into custody on
29 December, then moved to another
pagoda where he remained at the end of
the year.

At least one other man was arrested for
his peaceful political activities. Nguyen
Ho, a former prisoner of conscience, aged
77, was rearrested in March. He was re-
ported to have written an article critical of
the Communist Party of Viet Nam. From
1990 to May 1993 he had been under
house arrest for allegedly giving *“unau-
thorized” interviews to foreign journalists.

In October the un Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention visited Viet Nam to
examine the legality of arrests, sentencing
and detention. Unconfirmed reports stated
that political prisoners at one prison camp
visited by the delegation were prevented
from meeting the UN group by the camp of-
ficials.

At least eight political prisoners were
released during the year, including three
prisoners of conscience. Among them
were Tran Vong Quoc, a former instructor
in a military academy for the former Re-
public of (South) Viet Nam (RvN) during
the Vietnam war; Quach Vinh Nien, a for-
mer lieutenant in the army of the rRvN; and
Nguyen Ngoc Anh, a Protestant pastor.
Four other ethnic minority lay Protestants

VIET NAM

were reported to have been released dur-
ing the year.

A political prisoner was convicted after
what appeared to be an unfair trial. In Feb-
ruary the Ho Chi Minh City People’s Court
sentenced Pham Van Quang to 15 years’
imprisonment on the charge of “rebel-
lion”. According to reports, he was alleged
to have waved the flag of the former RVN
and fired gunshots in the air to attract
attention when Ho Chi Minh City was
hosting an international marathon in De-
cember 1992. There were no international
observers at Pham Van Quang'’s trial, and
he would not have been allowed access to
a defence lawyer of his choice.

Eight people were reportedly sentenced
to death after being convicted of offences
including robbery, murder, destruction of
national security projects, fraud and drug-
trafficking. The death penalty may be ap-
plied for around 30 criminal offences. In
August a Vietnamese court sentenced Le
Thi Thu Ha, a police captain, to death for
fraud. She reportedly confessed to lying to
41 people and two state companies in
order to misappropriate gold and cash
worth thousands of dollars in 1993.
Nguyen Si Tuan was sentenced by the
People’'s Court of Hanoi to death for
heroin trafficking. However, no executions
were reported in 1994.

Throughout the year, Amnesty Interna-
tional called for the release of prisoners of
conscience and expressed concern about
unfair political trials. Amnesty Interna-
tional also wrote to the authorities in May
asking for Doan Viet Hoat to be allowed
regular access to his family (see Amnesty
International Report 1994). In May Am-
nesty International published a report, So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam: Buddhist
monks in detention, which expressed con-
cern about the continued detention of
members of the uBcv. Amnesty Interna-
tional also wrote to the government in
November, requesting further information
on the arrest of Buddhist monks and lay
people from the uBcv. The authorities did
not respond.

In February Amnesty International sent
a memorandum to the government outlin-
ing Amnesty International’s human rights
concerns in Viet Nam and asking permis-
sion for a delegation to visit the country.
The memorandum focused on national
security legislation and other legal con-
cerns, the imprisonment of prisoners of
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conscience and possible prisoners of con-
science, concerns about the fairness of tri-
als of political prisoners and the death
penalty. It also included specific recom-
mendations to strengthen the protection of
human rights in the country. The govern-
ment did not respond by the end of the
year but an Amnesty International deleg-
ate visited Viet Nam in September and
met a government official to discuss the
organization’s request to send a delegation
to the country in 1995.

Thousands of civilians, among them pris-
oners of conscience, were detained with-
out charge or trial following the outbreak
of full-scale war in Yemen. Thousands
were released after an amnesty was an-
nounced in May, but arrests of critics of
the government continued. Political de-
tainees and prisoners arrested in the
northern provinces in previous years and
held in unlawful detention or following
unfair trials remained in prison. Torture
and ill-treatment of both civilian and mil-
itary detainees arrested after May were
widespread, and scores of people may
have been extrajudicially executed. The
fate of hundreds of people who “disap-
peared” in previous years in the north
and south remained unknown. At least 25
people were executed.

President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh, leader
of the General People’s Congress (GPC),
and Vice-President ‘Ali Salem al-Bidh,
leader of the Yemeni Socialist Party (ysp),
signed a “Document of Accord and Com-
mitment” in February in ‘Amman, Jordan.
The agreement was aimed at resolving

differences between the north and south
(which had united in 1991 to form a single
state); it laid down the principles govern-
ing their future relations. However, none
of its 18 clauses was ever implemented
and military clashes erupted shortly after-
wards between units of the northern and
southern armies. In early May full-scale
war broke out between the two sides. In
the third week of May the authorities in
the south led by ‘Ali Salem al-Bidh an-
nounced the creation of the “Democratic
Republic of Yemen” and designated ‘Aden
as its capital. The UN Security Council
adopted a resolution at the end of May
calling for an immediate cease-fire, but the
war continued until early July when
southern forces were defeated. In August
President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh announced
that 16 former vsp leaders who had fled
the country would not be pardoned and
would be sought to stand trial for high
treason. In September the Council of
Representatives (parliament) amended the
country’s Constitution, abolishing the
Presidential Council, previously the high-
est executive body in the country, and re-
confirming President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh
in his post.

Following the outbreak of fighting in
May, there were widespread arrests and
detentions of suspected opponents, in-
cluding prisoners of conscience, by both
sides. In the north, thousands of civilians
were arrested during the first week of
fighting in Sana‘a, Ta'iz, al-Hudaida, 'Ibb
and other cities. The vast majority were
suspected members of the ysp, who were
reportedly held in incommunicado deten-
tion at undisclosed locations. Others were
independent political activists considered
critical of President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh.
In the south, scores of suspected members
or supporters of Islamic Jihad, the cpc and
‘Islah, the Yemeni Grouping for Reform,
were arrested in ‘Aden, Hadhramaut,
Dhali‘ and other cities.

An amnesty announced in the third
week of May by President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah
Saleh resulted in the release of thousands
of political detainees held in the north.
However, hundreds of others arrested dur-
ing and after the fighting continued to be
held without charge or trial. Most were
initially held at al-‘Anad military base in
Lahj Province and at al-Hoban military
garrison on the outskirts of Ta'iz. They
were subsequently transferred to Political




Security detention centres and other loca-
tions throughout the country. With few
exceptions, they were denied access to de-
fence counsel, relatives and independent
medical attention. Among them were pris-
oners of conscience, arrested solely on the
basis of their region of origin or because of
their suspected association with the ysp
and its leaders. They included three uni-
versity students — ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Wahid
Yahya, Sadiq Nasir Salim and Muti‘ ‘Ab-
dullah Salim Hawash — who were arrested
in May while visiting relatives at the
home of Yassin Sa‘id Nu‘man, former
Speaker of Parliament and a leading ysp
figure. They were held at the Political Se-
curity detention centre in Sana‘a. Others
included ‘Ali Ahmad Muhammad al-Dau-
dahi and Fadhl Hashim Abu Bakr, both
farmers from Lahj Province arrested in
June and held at the Political Security de-
tention centre in Ta'iz. All five were
among 65 named detainees whom the gov-
ernment stated in September had been re-
leased.

As President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh
strove to consolidate his authority through-
out the country following the war, censor-
ship measures were tightened and anyone
openly critical of the government was li-
able to arrest. Among those arrested were
scores of ysp activists or sympathizers,
trade unionists and Islamists. Civilian and
military personnel who fled after the con-
flict and returned following an amnesty
announced in July were also arrested. In
August, in Sa‘ada in north Yemen, mem-
bers of the security forces reportedly at-
tacked the house of Badr al-Din al-Huthi, a
member of parliament and leading mem-
ber of Hizb al-Haq, a Shi‘a Islamist op-
position party. He escaped arrest but 56
members of his party were arrested in-
stead. Twenty-nine members of this group
remained in Sa‘ada Political Security de-
tention centre at the end of the year. On 3
December Amin Ahmad Qasim, a busi-
nessman from Ta'iz, was arrested, report-
edly because of his business connections
with the ysp. At the end of 1994 he had
not been charged nor had access to his
family, lawyer or doctor.

Most political detainees were held for
short periods. Some were apparently held
in unacknowledged places of detention.
The exact number of detainees held at the
end of the year was not made public by

| the authorities.

The vast majority of political detainees
were arrested by army personnel and Po-
litical Security officers. However, other
arrests were carried out by the ‘Islah pro-
government armed militia, particularly in
the southern and eastern provinces. Mem-
bers of this militia were present at govern-
ment check-points and police stations,
and apparently operated openly with the
consent of senior government and military
officials. Those arrested by members of
‘Islah were reportedly held in secret de-
tention, where they were believed to be at
risk of being tortured or killed.

Political detainees and prisoners arres-
ted in the northern provinces in previous
years and held in unlawful detention or
following unfair trials continued to be
held. Mansur Rajih, a prisoner of con-
science under sentence of death, remained
held after more than 11 years’ imprison-
ment (see Amnesty International Report
1993). At least 20 government opponents,
among them possible prisoners of con-
science, also remained in prison. All were
suspected members of the former National
Democratic Front (NDF), the main oppo-
sition group in the former Yemen Arab
Republic (YAR) (see previous Amnesty
International Reports).

A number of political detainees who
had been held in prisons in the southern
provinces escaped after the outbreak of
fighting in May. Among them were nine
suspected members or supporters of Is-
lamic Jihad arrested in 1993 and held
without trial and without access to legal
counsel (see Amnesty International Report
1994).

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
were reported throughout the year, partic-
ularly of civilian and military detainees
arrested by government forces during the
conflict. The methods of torture used in-
cluded beatings with cables, electric
shocks, rape and “Kentucky Farruj” (sus-
pension from a metal bar inserted between
the hands and knees which are tied to-
gether). Detained military personnel were
said to have been routinely tortured to
force them to divulge information. One
such victim was Colonel Muhammad
Saleh al-Najjar, a member of the southern
armed forces who was arrested in June. He
was reportedly tortured while held at the
Political Security detention centre in
Ta'iz, as a result of which he frequently
vomited blood and suffered acute kidney




pains. In mid-July he was transferred to an | remained unknown (see previous Am-

unknown destination and his fate and
whereabouts remained unknown.

Another case was that of Yahya Ahmad
Ahmad al-Jahari, a labourer and Ysp mem-
ber arrested in Sana‘a in June. He was
held in an underground solitary cell at the
Political Security detention centre in the
city and shackled for 18 days. During in-
terrogation he was said to have been
beaten with cables on his wrists and legs,
resulting in severe injuries.

There were several killings in circum-
stances suggesting the involvement or
complicity of the authorities, before the
outbreak of hostilities. Among the victims
was ‘Abd al-Karim Saleh, a leading ysp
member who was shot dead outside his
home in Sana‘a in January.

There were also killings of government
supporters, who were apparently targeted
for political reasons, but it was not known
which group was responsible. Among the
victims were Ahmad Mas‘ud al-Serafi
and Mahdi Muhammad al-Shubeih, both
prominent GPC members who were shot
dead in February in Sana‘a.

Following the outbreak of fighting in
May, scores of civilians and military
personnel were killed in circumstances
which suggested that they may have been
extrajudicially executed. In two such in-
cidents the killers were said to have been
army personnel and members of the ’Islah
militia. In May an army unit surrounded
the offices of the Central Committee of the
ysp in al-Safia district of Sana‘a. Accord-
ing to eye-witnesses, tanks and heavy
weaponry were used to overpower a small
number of lightly armed security guards
stationed outside the offices. The guards
were reportedly given no opportunity to
give themselves up. An unknown number
of people, including bystanders, were
killed in the attack. In another incident in
‘Aden in July, an inebriated man was re-
portedly shot dead at point-blank range
after an altercation at a check-point in the
district of Ma‘alla. The check-point was
manned by army personnel and members
of the ’Islah militia. According to an eye-
witness account, the victim was killed
after making derogatory remarks about
President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Saleh.

The fate of hundreds of detainees who
had “disappeared” in previous years in
the former People’s Democratic Republic
| of Yemen (PDRY) and in the former YAR

nesty International Reports).

At least 25 people were publicly exe-
cuted during the year. All had been con-
victed of premeditated murder and
sentenced to death at different times in the
mid- and late 1980s in the former AR, fol-
lowing trials which were believed to have
fallen short of international standards for
fair trial. Five prisoners were executed in
late July and the others in September.
Hundreds of people convicted of capital
offences in previous years remained under
sentence of death.

In January Amnesty International sub-
mitted a memorandum to the government
detailing its concerns about human rights
violations committed both before and after
the unification of the yArR and PDRY. Am-
nesty International’s recommendations in-
cluded the release of all prisoners of
conscience; judicial review of the cases of
political prisoners convicted after unfair
trials; the investigation of all outstanding
“disappearances”; the prompt and fair
trial or release of all political suspects
held in untried detention; the investiga-
tion of incidents involving torture or ill-
treatment of detainees and cases of alleged
extrajudicial executions; judicial review of
the cases of all prisoners on death row and
the commutation of all pending death sen-
tences. The government’s responses did
not adequately address the issues raised in
the memorandum.

In May Amnesty International publicly
urged both sides in the conflict to respect
human rights and to observe international
humanitarian standards. Amnesty Interna-
tional appealed for an end to the arbitrary
arrest of civilians and for all detainees to
be treated humanely. It also urged that de-
tainees be given immediate and regular ac-
cess to representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

In July an Amnesty International del-
egation visited Yemen to investigate re-
ports of widespread human rights
violations committed during and in the af-
termath of the fighting. The organization
interviewed over 60 prisoners of con-
science and other political detainees and
held discussions with the Ministers of
Justice, the Interior and Foreign Affairs
as well as Political Security officials. In
August a memorandum was sent to the
government raising the organization’s con-
cerns and urging that measures be taken to




put an end to human rights violations. De- |

tails of Amnesty International’s concerns
were published in September in a report,
Yemen: Human rights concerns following
recent armed conflict. The government
responded by stating that 65 of the 75 po-
litical detainees whose cases were high-
lighted in the report had been released.
However, this could not be independently
verified by the end of the year. Amnesty
International remained concerned that the
government did not address fully all of the
recommendations in its report.

YUGOSLAVIA

Some 300 people were detained for polit-

ical reasons on charges of having sought
to jeopardize Yugoslavia's territorial in-
tegrity by force of arms. Over 130 people
- more than 90 ethnic Albanians and 45
Slav Muslims - were convicted in trials
which violated international standards
for fair trial. Some were prisoners of con-
science. Other prisoners of conscience in-
cluded conscientious abjectors to military
service. The first trial of a defendant ac-
cused of war crimes committed in Bosnia-
Herzegovina began in November. Over
2,500 people were ill-treated or tortured
by police primarily because of their eth-
nic identity. The majority of victims were
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo province, but
there were also many cases involving
Muslims from the Sandzak region. There
were also cases of police ill-treating or
torturing Serbs and Montenegrins. Five
men, four of them ethnic Albanians, died
after ill-treatment in police custody and
10 others were shot dead by police, some
in disputed circumstances. At least four
men were sentenced to death for murder.

YEMEN/YUGOSLAVIA

In August the Yugoslav Government
publicly withdrew support from Radovan
KaradZi¢ and other Bosnian Serb repres-
entatives after they refused to accept a UN-
sponsored peace settlement. In response
the uN partially suspended sanctions im-
posed in 1992 on Serbia and Montenegro
because of their involvement in the wars
in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Around 450,000 refugees from Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia remained in Ser-
bia and Montenegro. The majority were
Serbs who had arrived since 1991.

Some 300 people were arrested and
charged under Articles 116 and 136 of
the Yugoslav Criminal Code with having
sought to undermine Yugoslavia’s territ-
orial integrity by force of arms. They
included over 250 ethnic Albanians in
Kosovo province and some 45 Slav Mus-
lims from the SandZak area of Serbia and
Montenegro which borders on Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Over 160 were ethnic Alba-
nian former police employees detained
in November and December. Lawyers
claimed that many of them had been
severely tortured following arrest; one
of them, Ramadan Ndrecaj, was admitted
to hospital as a result of injuries inflicted
by police.

Political trials took place which vio-
lated international standards for fair trial.
Over 90 ethnic Albanians, many of them
activists of the Lidhja Demokratike e
Kosovés (Lbk), the Democratic League of
Kosovo, the main ethnic Albanian polit-
ical party in Kosovo province, were con-
victed during 1994. Also convicted during
the year were 45 Slav Muslims, including
leading members of the Stranka Demo-
kratske Akcije (spa), the Democratic Ac-
tion Party, which rallies Muslims in the
Sandzak area.

In February, 17 ethnic Albanians, who.

had been detained since their arrest in
1993, were sentenced by a court in
Pristina to between one and 10 years’ im-
prisonment. They were accused of found-
ing an organization aimed at seeking by
force of arms the secession of Kosovo
province and areas of Montenegro inhab-
ited by ethnic Albanians. Several were ac-
cused of having smuggled weapons into
Kosovo. Almost all the accused stated in
court that police had extorted statements
from them by beatings and - in several
cases — by electric shocks. Some were
severely injured: among them Raif Qela,
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whose injuries were confirmed by a med-
ical certificate.

In October a court in Novi Pazar sen-
tenced 24 Muslims, sDA members, to be-
tween one and six years’ imprisonment,
also on charges under Articles 116 and
136. They were accused of aiming to es-
tablish the SandZak region as an inde-
pendent state. They were charged with
creating military and police units and
with obtaining arms and organizing the
training of terrorist groups. Most of the ac-
cused admitted distributing arms, which
they said they had done to ensure the self-
defence of the local Muslim population.
They denied all other charges. They stated
in court that they had made false confes-
sions after police had beaten or threatened
them. Six of the accused remained in de-
tention; the others had been released
earlier or were freed pending appeal. In
December a further 21 Muslims, including
leaders and members of the spa in Mon-
tenegro, were sentenced to between two
and seven years’ imprisonment on similar
charges by a court in Bijelo Polje. The ac-
cused alleged that following arrest they
had been beaten with truncheons and sub-
jected to electric shocks.

Characteristic of these and many other
similar trials of ethnic Albanians was that
most of the accused had been denied con-
tact with their lawyers following arrest
and during much or all of the investiga-
tion proceedings. Many alleged that as a
result of torture or ill-treatment by police
they had made false self-incriminating
statements which they had repeated to in-
vestigation judges out of fear of reprisals.
In some cases there was medical evidence
to support allegations of ill-treatment, al-
though in others medical examinations, if
they took place at all, were too delayed to
confirm or refute allegations. The limited
information available about these trials
suggested that some of the defendants
were prisoners of conscience, among them
Ismail Kastrati, Sylejman Ahmeti and
Mustafé Ibrahimi, who were arrested in
May. In October they were convicted of
founding a Chamber of Commerce, one of
the many institutions created by ethnic
Albanians outside the structure of Serbian
state institutions. They were sentenced to
between two and two and a half years’ im-
prisonment, but were released pending
appeal.

Prisoners of conscience also included

conscientious objectors to military service.
Among them was Vilmos Almasi, an eth-
nic Hungarian from the Vojvodina, who
was imprisoned from May to September
for having refused, on grounds of con-
science, to report for reserve duty in the
(former) Yugoslav National Army in 1992.
A number of ethnic Albanian men were
imprisoned for failing to report for milit-
ary service or for deserting from the (for-
mer) Yugoslav National Army in 1991. In
most cases their draft evasion or desertion
was probably politically motivated. They
included Blerim Sejdiu, who was sen-
tenced to five months’ imprisonment by a
military court in Ni§ in March for failing
to report for military service, and Fatmir
Osmani and Hajdar Jashari who were
sentenced to eight months’ imprisonment
in December for deserting from the Army
of Yugoslavia in 1993 while performing
military service. In May the right to per-
form civilian service for those refusing
military service on conscientious grounds
was introduced, but the length of service
was 24 months, twice the length of milit-
ary service. This right did not apply
retroactively.

In June the authorities extradited a sus-
pected war criminal to the de facto Ser-
bian authorities in Bosnia-Herzegovina.
He was suspected of having led a Serbian
paramilitary group which abducted two
groups of Muslim civilians from Serbia
and Montenegro in 1992 and 1993. In both
cases they were travelling by public trans-
port and were abducted as their route
briefly took them into Bosnian territory.
Their fate remained unknown (see Am-
nesty International Reports 1993 and
1994). It was not known whether any pro-
ceedings were started against him. The
first trial in Yugoslavia of a defendant ac-
cused of war crimes in Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina began in November. Dusan Vuc¢kovié
went on trial in $abac on charges of hav-
ing committed war crimes while operating
with Serbian paramilitary units in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. He was accused of killing 16
Muslim civilians and wounding 12 others
while they were unarmed and under
guard in a village near Zvornik in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in 1992. He was also charged
with rape and looting on Serbian territory
just over the border.

There were daily reports of the ill-
treatment or torture of ethnic Albanians in
Kosovo province, most frequently in the |




context of systematic arms searches which
were carried out throughout the year by
the largely Serbian police force. Over
3,000 families underwent searches of this
kind. In other instances police ill-treated
ethnic Albanians held in police custody
for questioning or when checking identit-
ies in the street. Up to 2,000 people were
ill-treated, among them some children.
Many of the victims were political activ-
ists, or teachers who rejected the curricula
and education in the Serbian language
laid down by the Serbian authorities. In
February police beat Ali Murati, aged 90,
until he lost consciousness, while carrying
out an arms search at his home near Podu-
jevo. In April a high-school student, Arian
Curri, was arrested and beaten by police
officers in Pe€. One of them carved a Ser-
bian symbol on his chest with a knife. In
June Nebih Zogaj, a primary school head-
master and LDk activist, was arrested on 10
occasions by police in Suva Reka and re-
peatedly beaten. As a result he was admit-
ted to hospital for treatment at least twice.

Police also systematically used viol-
ence and threats in the course of similar
arms searches in the SandZak. For exam-
ple, in January and February police car-
ried out mass house searches of Muslims
in Prijepolje, arresting over 400 people, al-
though in most cases no arms were found.
Many of those arrested were severely
beaten, sometimes with metal clubs; some
were reportedly subjected to electric
shocks or sexual abuse. Other forms of ill-
treatment included deprivation of food,
water and sleep and threats of death or
imprisonment.

There were also reports of police viol-
ence against Serbs and Montenegrins. For
example, in June police in Cetinje beat
and injured Sinida Andjeli¢ and Goran
Vusurovié, witnesses to a brawl, after they
refused to sign statements which they re-
garded as untrue, compiled by police
officers.

. Four ethnic Albanians and a Rom in
Kosovo province apparently died as a res-
ult of ill-treatment in police custody. They
included Hajdin Bislimi, who was arres-
ted in May in Kosovska Mitrovica and
beaten over three days by police who re-
portedly suspected his young sons of hav-
ing bought stolen goods. He was admitted
to hospital with a perforated stomach
ulcer and died in early July. In December
| Hasan Cubolli, aged 80, died the day after

YUGOSLAVIA

being detained and allegedly beaten by
police in Podujevo. Two other ethnic Al-
banians apparently committed suicide as
a result of police ill-treatment. It appears
that no investigation of these deaths was
undertaken.

Ten ethnic Albanians died and 11 oth-
ers were wounded after being shot by po-
lice or soldiers. In several of these cases
the authorities claimed that officers had
acted in self-defence. However, in others it
was clear that no officer was under attack.
In July Fidan Brestovci, aged six, died
after being shot by a police officer while
his family were driving along a road near
Uro3evac; his mother and father were
wounded. A police statement later said
that the officer, Boban Krsti¢, had mis-
taken the family car for that of a criminal.
Boban Krsti¢ was detained for investiga-
tion but was reportedly released a month
later, pending triall He had not been
brought to trial by the end of the year.

At least four men were sentenced to
death during the year for murder. There
were no executions.

Between January and March scores of
Serb men who had sought refuge in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from con-
scription were forcibly returned by the
Yugoslav authorities to Serb-controlled
areas of Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croajia
to be mobilized into Serbian armed forces
there.

Amnesty International called for the
immediate and unconditional release of
prisoners of conscience and for other po-
litical prisoners to receive fair trials. It
urged the authorities to institute indepen-
dent and impartial investigations of all al-
legations of torture and ill-treatment and
called for the perpetrators to be brought to
justice. In February, April and September
the organization issued three reports, in-
cluding Yugoslavia: Ethnic Albanians -
Trial by truncheon, documenting its con-
cerns about unfair trials and torture and
ill-treatment of ethnic Albanians in Ko-
sovo province.
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ZARRE

Hundreds of opponents of President
Mobutu Sese Seko were detained without
trial; most were prisoners of conscience.
Torture and ill-treatment of detainees
were widespread. “Disappearances” con-
tinued and the fate of scores of people
who “disappeared” in previous years re-
mained unknown. Dozens of unarmed
civilians were extrajudicially executed by
the security forces. Zairian soldiers at-
tacked Rwandese refugees in eastern
Zaire, killing at least five. Two soldiers
were sentenced to death. No executions
were reported.

In January President Mobutu dismissed
the prime minister he had appointed in
1993 (see Amnesty International Report
1994) and announced the formation of a
transitional parliament, the High Council
of the Republic — Transitional Parliament.
In June the transitional parliament elected
Léon Kengo wa Dondo as Prime Minister,
a post he had held twice in the 1980s. His
election was vehemently opposed by sup-
porters of Etienne Tshisekedi, leader of
the Union pour la démocratie et le progrés
social (upps), Union for Democracy and
Social Progress, who had been appointed
Prime Minister by the National Confer-
ence in 1992 but dismissed by President
Mobutu in January 1993 (see Amnesty In-
ternational Reports 1992 to 1994).

In July Prime Minister Kengo wa
Dondo embarked on a program to end the
crisis affecting most aspects of life in
Zaire, in particular widespread violence
and insecurity, ineffectiveness of the judi-
cial system, lack of discipline in the army
and the widespread and uncontrolled use

ians. One of several initiatives aimed at re-
ducing violence and human rights abuses
was new legislation limiting the circum-
stances in which members of the security
forces can use firearms. It was unclear,
however, whether the new government
had the authority to enforce these meas-
ures, as the security forces effectively re-
mained under the control of President
Mobutu and his allies. There were fewer
reports of military wunits rampaging
through towns and cities than in previous
years, but the security forces continued to
arrest and detain people arbitrarily with
virtual impunity.

In June the uN Commission on Human
Rights appointed a Special Rapporteur on
Zaire, and in November he visited the
country. He was scheduled to submit a re-
port to the 1995 session of the Commis-
sion.

Hundreds of people, including political
activists, journalists and trade unionists,
were arrested during the year. The major-
ity were prisoners of conscience. In most
cases they were detained by the security
forces and held incommunicado and out-
side the framework of the law for weeks or
even months. Few detainees were charged
and even fewer were brought to trial. The
courts were given no opportunity to rule
on the legality of most cases of political
imprisonment.

On 20 January, 440 members of the
Parti lumumbiste unifié (PALU), United Lu-
mumbist Party, were reportedly arrested
by members of the Civil Guard during a
peaceful demonstration to protest against
what they called the President’s interfer-
ence in the democratic process. They were
taken to the Civil Guard’s headquarters in
the capital, Kinshasa, where they were
allegedly tortured. Some were seriously
injured. More than 400 of them were re-
leased uncharged by the end of January;
the fate of the rest was unknown.

A wave of political arrests began on 12
June when Etienne Tshisekedi was arres-
ted by members of the Division spéciale
présidentielle (psp), Special Presidential
Division, near its Kibomango barracks, 60
kilometres from Kinshasa, together with
three bodyguards and his driver. He was
freed after nine hours, but his bodyguards
and driver remained in custody for two
months. The driver and two bodyguards
were released following a government de-

of weapons by soldiers and some civil- | cision in August to release all political




prisoners (see below). It was not clear
whether they had been charged. The au-
thorities claimed that the third bodyguard,
Christophe Ntumba, had escaped, but
there were reports that he had “disap-
peared” in custody and might have been
killed.

On 11 July psp soldiers assaulted Eti-
enne Tshisekedi’s residence in Kinshasa,
reportedly killing one ubps member and
wounding at least five others. The assault
was in reprisal for a confrontation earlier
that day between soldiers and uDps activ-
ists who were said to have objected to the
presence of soldiers around Etienne
Tshisekedi’s house. During the confronta-
tion four soldiers were seriously injured.
At least seven UDPS supporters were subse-
quently detained at Kinshasa's Makala
Central Prison, some of them suffering
from injuries inflicted by the soldiers. The
seven, together with five others, were
charged in July as a result of an investiga-
tion into the incident ordered by the au-
thorities. A court ordered their provisional
release shortly afterwards. One of the
seven, Kabongo Kadila, died in Septem-
ber, reportedly from his injuries and lack
of medical care while in custody. The au-
thorities denied any responsibility for his
death.

Journalists were subjected to death
threats and other forms of intimidation,
and several were detained for writing or
publishing articles critical of the President
and his allies, or for supporting the upps.
Wilfried Owandjankoi, a columnist for the
newspaper La Tempéte des tropiques, was
arrested on 22 June by members of the pDsp
and detained for several hours. He was ar-
rested because of two articles he had writ-
ten which criticized the President.
Tshibanda Kabunda, a journalist for La
Voix du Zaire (Voice of Zaire), the na-
tional radio and television station, and a
former prisoner of conscience, was arres-
ted by members of the Civil Guard on 1
July. He was accused of showing uDPs sup-
porters in Matadi a video he had recorded
of a uDps meeting. It was not clear for how
long he was detained, but he was freed by
mid-July, apparently without charge.

At least three trade union leaders — the
three workers’ representatives in the trans-
itional parliament — were arrested on 16
August during a peaceful demonstration
by civil servants in Kinshasa demanding
payment of their salaries. They were ar-
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rested by members of the Civil Guard and
the Gendarmerie’'s Brigade spéciale de
recherche et de surveillance (Bsrs), Special
Investigation and Surveillance Brigade,
which was trying to prevent the demon-
stration. Those arrested included Ben-
jamin Mukulungu, president of the
Syndicat des Enseignants, Teachers’
Union, and Kibaswa Kwabene Naupess,
secretary general of the Syndicat des
agents de santé, Health Workers’ Union.
They were reportedly taken by jeep to a
secret detention centre. At the end of the
year it was unclear whether they had been
charged or whether they were still in cus-
tody.

A possible prisoner of conscience,
Jérome Koy-Kashama, was sentenced to
three years’ imprisonment at Lodja in
Kasai-Oriental province for rebellion. He
was apparently arrested after protesting
against the use of torture by local security
force members.

In July a judicial commission was set
up by the Ministry of Justice to visit all de-
tention centres. The following month the
government announced that all political
prisoners identified by the commission
would be released, and in October it said
that all had been freed. It was unclear,
however, whether the commission had
had the authority to check all places of de-
tention controlled by the security forces
and whether all prisoners had been re-
leased unconditionally.

Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners,
particularly beatings of political detainees,
were widespread. For example, Léon
Kadima, a member of the upps and Etienne
Tshisekedi’s special envoy, was report-
edly tortured after his arrest on 5 July. He
was said to have been subjected to electric
shocks while in custody at the Higher In-
stitute of Building and Public Works, used
by the Civil Guard as a secret detention
centre. He was released in September
without charge. No investigation into the
alleged torture was initiated.

Conditions were so harsh in some pris-
ons that they amounted to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment. Scores of deaths
as a result of starvation and lack of med-
ical care were reported in Makala prison
and other prisons around the country. In
Bunia prison in Haut-Zaire, prisoners
were immobilized with leg-irons which
caused severe injuries. In August the Min-
ister of Justice promised to release from
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Makala prison all prisoners who were ill.
It was not known how many were re-
leased.

“Disappearances” of suspected govern-
ment opponents were reported. Most vic-
tims were arrested by the security forces
and taken to a secret detention centre be-
fore “disappearing”. Four members of the
upps, including Théodore Kongo Mukwa,
reportedly “disappeared” after their arrest
by unidentified men following a ubpps
meeting in Kinshasa on 5 June. The fate of
dozens of people who “disappeared” in
previous years remained unknown and it
was feared that they had been extrajudi-
cially executed. The government made no
attempt to investigate the reported “disap-
pearances”. For instance, there was no in-
vestigation to discover the fate of Nelly
Lengwa, a member of the Forces novatri-
ces de l'union sacrée, Innovating Forces
of the Sacred Union, who “disappeared”
after her arrest on 13 July 1993 by three
members of Civil Guard. She was report-
edly taken away in a jeep without a num-
ber plate.

Dozens of deliberate and unlawful kill-
ings by members of the security forces
were reported throughout the year, some
of which were extrajudicial executions. In
those cases where inquiries were ordered
by the authorities, it was difficult to assess
whether they took place and were inde-
pendent. Pierre Kabeya, a journalist work-
ing for the newspaper Kin-Matin, was
found dead on the night of 8 June in a
street near Loano military camp in Kin-
shasa’s Kintambo district. His death ap-
peared to be linked to an article he wrote
about the 1991 trial of those implicated in
the 1990 attack on the Lubumbashi Uni-
versity campus (see Amnesty International
Report 1991). Pierre Kabeya’s body had
been mutilated and a copy of Kin-matin
placed conspicuously near the body. The
government stated in October that the
procurator in charge of the investigation
had concluded that insufficient evidence
was available to identify Pierre Kabeya’s
killers.

On 28 October Adolphe Kavula, dir-
ector of the newspaper Nsemo, was kid-
napped by armed men, believed to be
members of the security forces. He was
found dying by the roadside on 6 Novem-
ber. He was a founder of the upps and had
recently published articles about the Pres-
ident’s personal finances.

On 27 June, three people were reported
to have been killed by members of the
local police in Mbuji-Mayi, capital of East
Kasai region, when an opposition meeting
at the headquarters of the upps was vio-
lently broken up. Those killed included
Kalenga Kasongo and Joseph Mulamba. At
least 12 others were injured, two ser-
iously. The government subsequently de-
nied that anyone had died, claiming that
no one had lodged complaints about relat-
ives being killed.

Rwandese refugees fleeing to eastern
Zaire’'s North and South Kivu regions
from mid-July onwards were attacked by
Zairian soldiers; at least five refugees were
killed. Refugees attacked and killed sev-
eral Zairian soldiers in reprisal.

Two soldiers were sentenced to death
on 1 October by a Military Court in North
Kivu; they were convicted of murder and
attempted murder, apparently in connec-
tion with offences against refugees. No
executions were reported.

On 27 November the Zairian authorit-
ies forcibly returned 37 Rwandese refu-
gees to the Rwandese authorities, who
detained them.

In February Amnesty International
published a report, Zaire: Collapsing
Under Crisis, and called on the interna-
tional community to put pressure on Pres-
ident Mobutu to take action to end the
cycle of human rights violations and to in-
troduce effective human rights safeguards.

In September Amnesty International is-
sued a public appeal to the new Prime
Minister, welcoming the measures an-
nounced in July and calling on his govern-
ment to implement them rigorously and to
introduce the organization’s recommenda-
tions to safeguard human rights and to es-
tablish the rule of law. A 13-page response
was received from the government in Oc-
tober, commenting on some of the cases
cited, reiterating the government’s inten-
tion to end human rights violations, but
urging comprehension at an international
level for the difficult situation facing
Zaire.

In December Amnesty International
asked about the forcible return of Rwan-
dese refugees and sought guarantees that
no further such deportations would occur.
No response had been received by the end
of the year.




ZAMBIA

Nine journalists were briefly held as pris-
oners of conscience. Two refugees were
detained without charge or trial for a pro-
longed period. There were reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of prisoners in
police custody. At least 20 prisoners were
sentenced to death, but there were no re-
ports of executions.

The ruling Movement for Multi-Party
Democracy (MmD), led by President Fred-
erick Chiluba, faced allegations of cor-
ruption both from within its ranks and
from its opponents. Three government
ministers and the Vice-President, Levy
Mwanawasa, resigned during the year.
The former head of state, Kenneth
Kaunda, who had retired from politics
after his electoral defeat in 1991, an-
nounced that he was returning to politics.

Nine journalists from an independent
newspaper, The Post, including Fred
M’membe, its managing director, were
briefly held as prisoners of conscience.
They were each detained for a number of
hours at different times during the year
and charged with a range of offences,
including defamation of the President, re-
vealing classified documents and “pub-
lishing false information likely to cause
public alarm”. Fred M’'membe faced
charges on all these counts. The defama-
tion charges were challenged in the High
Court on the grounds that they were not
constitutional; the court had not given a
ruling by the end of the year. None of the
nine journalists had been tried by the end
of the year.

Two refugees from Burundi, Japhet
Kabura and Leonard Bazirutwato, who
had been detained without charge or trial

ZAMBIA/ZIMBABWE

since April 1993, were released in June.
They were detained after publicly claim-
ing that the Government of Burundi had
sent a hit squad to Zambia to eliminate ex-
iled political opponents.

There continued to be reports of torture
and beatings in police custody. In Feb-
ruary, two Lusaka police officers were
charged with the murder of a taxi-driver,
Oscar Chimbainga. They were reported to
have beaten him with planks and fists at
Chawama Police Post. It was not known
whether their trial had taken place by the
end of the year. In general, it appeared
that the authorities failed to take effective
action in relation to reports of torture and
beatings of those in police custody.

The Commission on Human Rights, es-
tablished by the government in 1993 to
investigate allegations of human rights ab-
uses under both previous and current gov-
ernments, continued its investigation into
allegations that at least two of those
detained without charge or trial during
the state of emergency in 1993, Cuthbert
Nguni and Henry Kamima, had been ill-
treated (see Amnesty International Report
1994). It had not reported its findings by
the end of the year. Cuthbert Nguni died
in September, his health reportedly per-
manently damaged by the ill-treatment
which he had suffered.

At least 20 prisoners were sentenced to
death during the year for murder or aggra-
vated robbery. There were no reports of
executions.

Amnesty International was concerned
about the use of charges such as defama-
tion and “publishing false information” to
harass government critics. It was also con-
cerned about continuing reports of torture
and ill-treatment of those in police cus-
tody.

ZIMBABWE

A journalist was held briefly as a prisoner
of conscience. There were reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of prisoners in po-
lice custody. At least five people were
sentenced to death but there were no exe-
cutions. Other death sentences were com-
muted.

In March the Supreme Court ruled
that the section of the Law and Order

| (Maintenance) Act imposing restrictions




ZIMBABWE

on certain demonstrations violated the
constitutional guarantee of freedom of ex-
pression. The law prohibited any demon-
stration which had not been given prior
police approval. The ruling followed a
challenge brought by six members of the
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
(zctu) who had been charged with parti-
cipating in an illegal demonstration in
1992. The law had not been repealed by
the end of the year.

A journalist detained and charged with
receiving and publishing classified docu-
ments was briefly a prisoner of con-
science. Basildon Peta, a journalist on the
Daily Gazette, was briefly detained three
times in March in connection with a story
he had written alleging official corruption.
The police demanded that he reveal his
sources. After refusing to comply with this
demand, both he and the editor of the
Daily Gazette were charged with receiv-
ing and publishing classified documents.
However, they were never formally ar-
raigned and the charges appeared to have
been dropped by the end of the year.

There were reports of torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners in police custody.
Brian Nyamutsamba died in a cell at
Harare Central Police Station in January,
allegedly as a result of being denied access
to the inhaler necessary to treat his asth-
matic condition. An inquest was opened
but had not concluded by the end of the
year.

Four police officers were convicted and
sentenced to two years' imprisonment in
May for assaulting two civilians at a police
post in Mutare in December 1993.
Sarudzai Chimbudzi and Collins Sanya-
maropa had been arrested after a row
broke out in a nearby shop. They were
handcuffed and assaulted with axe han-

dles and batons by the four police officers
and forced to drink large quantities of
water. They sustained various injuries, in-
cluding a ruptured bladder and extensive
injuries to the spine and chest.

The inquest into the death of 15-year-
old Happy Dhlakama (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1994), who was allegedly
beaten to death in police custody in Mu-
tare in July 1990, found that he had been
assaulted in custody but was unable to de-
termine whether the assault had actually
caused his death.

There was widespread public criticism
of the decision taken by President Robert
Mugabe in January to pardon two mem-
bers of the ruling Zimbabwe African
National Union-Patriotic Front (zANU-PF)
convicted in 1993 of the attempted mur-
der in 1990 of opposition parliamentary
candidate, Patrick Kombayi (see Amnesty
International Report 1994). The two men
had lost an appeal against the conviction
in the Supreme Court earlier in January.

At least five people were sentenced to
death for murder, but there were no exe-
cutions. In April it was reported that at
least 56 prisoners remained on death row.
In the same month the Minister of Home
Affairs stated that since June 1993 over 50
prisoners who had been on death row for
a prolonged period had had their death
sentences commuted to life imprisonment
(see Amnesty International Report 1994).

Amnesty International was concerned
about the use of the charge of receiving
and publishing classified documents to
harass a government critic. It was also
concerned about reports of torture and ill-
treatment of prisoners in police custody.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS 1994

BATE

January

January

January

January

January

January
January/February
February
February
February
February/March
February/March
February
February

March

March

March
March/April
April/May

April
April
April
April
April
April
May

May

May

May
May/June
May

May
May/June
May/June
May/June
June

June

June

June

July

July

July

July

COUNTRY
Mozambique
Guinea-Bissau
Botswana

Sri Lanka

India

Mexico
Moldova
Russian Federation
Northern Iraq (Kurdistan)
Malawi

United Kingdom
Colombia
Croatia

Turkey

USA

Colombia
Tunisia
Indonesia

Hong Kong
Macao

Egypt

Thailand
Croatia

South Africa
Brazil

Kenya

Peru

Ethiopia
Romania
Turkey
Venezuela
Cambodia
Denmark
Lebanon
Honduras

El Salvador
Sudan
Israel/Occupied Territories
Bulgaria

France
Equatorial Guinea
France

Liberia

Northern Iraq (Kurdistan)

PURPOSE

Talks with government/Research

Trial observation

Research

Research

Talks with government/Research
Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Research

Trial observation

Relief

Research/Trial observation

Trial observation

Research

Research/Talks with government
Trial observation

Research/Trial observation

Talks with government

Research

Talks with government/Research
Research

Research

Research

Research

Trial observation

Talks with government/Research
Research/Talks with government
Research/Court hearing

Trial observation

Talks with government/Research
Research

Talks with government

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Research/Talks with government
Trial observation
Research/Talks with government

Research
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July

July

July

August
August
July/August
August
August
August
August
August
September
September/October
September
September

September
September/October
September/October
October

October
October/November
October

October

November
November
November
November
November

November/December

November/December
December
December
December
December

December

Tunisia

Yemen

Colombia

Algeria

Rwanda

Burundi

Turkey

Germany

Trinidad & Tobago
Dominican Republic
Barbados

Viet Nam

Brazil

Albania

USA/Dominican Republic/
French Guiana/Bahamas/
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
United Kingdom
Uzbekistan
Bosnia-Herzegovina
South Korea

Taiwan

USA

United Kingdom

Syria

Pakistan

Uganda

Colombia

United Kingdom
Cambodia
Israel/Occupied Territories/
Palestinian Authority areas
Romania

Cyprus

Nigeria

Mongolia

Azerbaijan

Mexico

Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Campaign

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Trial observation

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research

Research/Talks with government
Research

Research

Research

Research/CSCE Seminar
Research

Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research

Observe inquest

Talks with government/Research/Observe trial
Research

Research

Talks with government

Court hearing

Research

Research

Research

Research/Development
Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government
Research/Talks with government

Research
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STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Articles 1 and 2

As amended by the 21st International Council,
meeting in Boston, USA, 6 to 14 August 1993

a

b

Object and Mandate

. The object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is

=7

—

to contribute to the observance
throughout the world of human rights
as set out in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

In pursuance of this object, and
recognizing the obligation on each
person to extend to others rights and
freedoms equal to his or her own,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts as its
mandate:

To promote awareness of and
adherence to the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and other
internationally recognized human
rights instruments, the values
enshrined in them, and the
indivisibility and interdependence of
all human rights and freedoms;

To oppose grave violations of the
rights of every person freely to hold
and to express his or her convictions
and to be free from discrimination by
reason of ethnic origin, sex, colour or
language, and of the right of every
person to physical and mental
integrity, and, in particular, to oppose
by all appropriate means irrespective
of political considerations:

the imprisonment, detention or other
physical restrictions imposed on any
person by reason of his or her political,
religious or other conscientiously held
beliefs or by reason of his or her ethnic
origin, sex, colour or language,
provided that he or she has not used or
advocated violence (hereinafter
referred to as “prisoners of
conscience”); AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall work towards the release of and
shall provide assistance to prisoners of
conscience;

the detention of any political prisoner
without fair trial within a reasonable
time or any trial procedures relating to

such prisoners that do not conform to
internationally recognized norms;

~

c) the death penalty, and the torture or
other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment of prisoners
or other detained or restricted persons,
whether or not the persons affected

have used or advocated violence;

d

—

the extrajudicial execution of persons
whether or not imprisoned, detained
or restricted, and “disappearances”,
whether or not the persons affected
have used or advocated violence.

Methods

2. In order to achieve the aforesaid object
and mandate, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall:

—

a) at all times make clear its impartiality
as regards countries adhering to the
different world political ideologies and

groupings;

b

—

promote as appears appropriate the
adoption of constitutions, conventions,
treaties and other measures which
guarantee the rights contained in the
provisions referred to in Article 1
hereof;

~—

c) support and publicize the activities of
and cooperate with international
organizations and agencies which
work for the implementation of the

aforesaid provisions;

d) take all necessary steps to establish an
effective organization of sections,
affiliated groups and individual
members;

—

e) secure the adoption by groups of
members or supporters of individual
prisoners of conscience or entrust to
such groups other tasks in support of
the object and mandate set out in

Article 1;

327
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328 f) provide financial and other relief to
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prisoners of conscience and their
dependants and to persons who have
lately been prisoners of conscience or
who might reasonably be expected to
be prisoners of conscience or to
become prisoners of conscience if
convicted or if they were to return to
their own countries, to the dependants
of such persons and to victims of
torture in need of medical care as a
direct result thereof;

—

provide legal aid, where necessary and
possible, to prisoners of conscience
and to persons who might reasonably
be expected to be prisoners of
conscience or to become prisoners of
conscience if convicted or if they were
to return to their own countries, and,
where desirable, send observers to
attend the trials of such persons;

8

h) publicize the cases of prisoners of
conscience or persons who have
otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the aforesaid
provisions;

i) investigate and publicize the
“disappearance” of persons where
there is reason to believe that they may

be victims of violations of the rights
set out in Article 1 hereof;

j) oppose the sending of persons from
one country to another where they can
reasonably be expected to become
prisoners of conscience or to face
torture or the death penalty;

k

-

send investigators, where appropriate,
to investigate allegations that the rights
of individuals under the aforesaid
provisions have been violated or
threatened;

1) make representations to international
organizations and to governments
whenever it appears that an individual
is a prisoner of conscience or has
otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the aforesaid
provisions;

m)promote and support the granting of
general amnesties of which the
beneficiaries will include prisoners of
conscience;

n) adopt any other appropriate methods
for the securing of its object and
mandate.

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is available free upon request
from: Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London

WC1X 8D], United Kingdom.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
AROUND THE WORLD

There were 4,329 local Amnesty Interna-
tional groups registered with the Interna-
tional Secretariat at the start of 1995, plus
several thousand school, university, pro-
fessional and other groups, in over 89
countries around the world. In 55 coun-
tries these groups are coordinated by

sections, whose addresses are given
below. In addition, there are individual
members, supporters and recipients of
Amnesty International information (such
as the monthly Amnesty International
Newsletter) in over 150 countries and
territories.

SECTION ADDRESSES

Algeria:

Amnesty International,
Section Algérienne,
BP 377

Alger RP 16004

Argentina:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Argentina,

25 de Mayo 67, 42 Piso,
1002 Capital Federal,
Buenos Aires

Australia:

Amnesty International,
Australian Section,
Private Bag 23, Broadway,
New South Wales 2007

Austria:

Amnesty International,

Austrian Section,

Apostelgasse 25-27, A-1030 Wien

Bangladesh:

Amnesty International,
Bangladesh Section,
100 Kalabagan,

1st Floor, 2nd Lane,
Dhaka-1205

Barbados:

Amnesty International,
Barbados Section,

PO Box 872, Bridgetown

Belgium:

Amnesty International,

Belgian Section (Flemish branch),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen

Amnesty International,
Section belge francophone,
Rue Berckmans 9, 1060 Bruxelles

Benin:
Amnesty International,
BP 01 3536, Cotonou

Bermuda:

Amnesty International,

Bermuda Section,

PO Box HM 2136, Hamilton HM JX

Brazil:

Anistia Internacional,
Secdo Brasileira,

Rua Vicente Leporace 833,
CEP 04619-032,

Sao Paulo, SP

Canada:

Amnesty International,

Canadian Section
(English-speaking branch),

214 Montreal Rd, 4th Floor, Vanier,
Ontario, K1L 8L8

Amnistie Internationale,

Section canadienne francophone,
6250 boulevard Monk,

Montréal, Québec H4E 3H7

Chile:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Chilena,

San Martin 575, Oficina 401,
Casilla 4062, Santiago

Colombia:

Sefiores,

Apartado Aéreo 76350,
Bogot4

Cote d'lvoire:
Amnesty International,
Section Ivoirienne,

04 BP 895, Abidjan 04
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Denmark:

Amnesty International,

Danish Section,

Dyrkoeb 3, 1166 Copenhagen K

Ecuador:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Ecuatoriana,
Casilla 17-15-240-C, Quito

Faroe Islands:

Amnesty International,

Faroe Islands Section,

PO Box 1075, FR-110, Térshavn

Finland:

Amnesty International,
Finnish Section,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24 D,
00180 Helsinki

France:

Amnesty International,
Section frangaise,

4 rue de la Pierre Levée,
75553 Paris, Cedex 11

Germany:

Amnesty International,
German Section,

Heerstrasse 178, D-53111 Bonn

Ghana:

Amnesty International,
Ghanaian Section,

PO Box 1173, Koforidua E.R.

Greece:

Amnesty International,
Greek Section,

30 Sina Street, 106 72 Athens

* Guyana:

Amnesty International,

Guyana Section,

c/o PO Box 10720, Palm Court Building,
35 Main Street, Georgetown

Hong Kong:

Amnesty International,
Hong Kong Section,

Unit C 3/F, Best-O-Best,
32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon

Iceland:

Amnesty International,
Icelandic Section,

PO Box 618, 121 Reykjavik

India:

Amnesty International,
Indian Section,

13 Indra Prastha Building,
E-109 Pandav Nagar,

N. Delhi-92

Ireland:

Amnesty International,
Irish Section,

Sean MacBride House,
8 Shaw St, Dublin 2

Israel:

Amnesty International,

Israel Section,

PO Box 14179, Tel Aviv 61141

Italy:

Amnesty International,

Italian Section,

Viale Mazzini, 146 — 00195 Rome

Japan:

Amnesty International,
Japanese Section,

Sky Esta 2f],

2-18-23 Nishi-Waseda,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 165

Korea (Republic of):

Amnesty International,

706-600 Kyeong Buk RCO Box 36,
Daegu

Luxembourg:

Amnesty International,
Luxembourg Section,
Boite Postale 1914,
1019 Luxembourg

Mauritius:

Amnesty International,
Mauritius Section,

BP 69 Rose-Hill

Mexico:
Secci6n Mexicana

de Amnistfa Internacional,
Apartado Postal No. 20217, San Angel,
CP 01000 México DF

Nepal:

Amnesty International,
Nepalese Section,

PO Box 135, Bagbazar,
Kathmandu




Netherlands:

Amnesty International,

Dutch Section,

Keizersgracht 620, 1017 ER Amsterdam

New Zealand:

Amnesty International,
New Zealand Section,
PO Box 793, Wellington 1

Nigeria:

Amnesty International,

Nigerian Section,

PMB 59 Agodi, Ibadan, Oyo State

Norway:

Amnesty International,
Norwegian Section,
Maridalsveien 87, 0461 Oslo 4

Peru:
Sefiores,
Casilla 659, Lima 18

Philippines:

Amnesty International,
Philippines Section,

95 Times Street,

West Triangle, Quezon City

Portugal:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccgao Portuguesa,

Rua Fialho de Almeida,
N2 13, 19,

1070 Lisboa

Puerto Rico:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién de Puerto Rico,
Calle Robles No 54-Altos,
Oficina 11, Rfo Piedras,
Puerto Rico 00925

Senegal:

Amnesty International,
Senegalese Section,
CEDHOSSAI BP 10.494
Dakar Liberté

Sierra Leone:
Amnesty International,
Sierra Leone Section,
PMB 1021, Freetown

Slovenia:

Amnesty International,
Komenskega 7,

61000 Ljubljana
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Spain: 331
Amnesty International,

Seccién Espaiiola,

Apartado de Correos 50318,

28080 Madrid

Sweden:

Amnesty International,
Swedish Section,

PO Box 23400,

S-104 35 Stockholm

Switzerland:

Amnesty International,
Swiss Section,

Erlachstr. 16B, CH-3001 Bern

Tanzania:

Amnesty International,
Tanzanian Section,

PO Box 4331,

Dar es Salaam

Tunisia:
Amnesty International,

| Section Tunisienne,

48 Avenue Farhat Hached,
3éme étage, 1001 Tunis

United Kingdom:
Amnesty International,
British Section,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4RE

United States of America:

Amnesty International of the USA

(AIUSA),
322 8th Ave, New York, NY 10001

Uruguay:

Amnistfa Internacional,

Seccién Uruguaya,

Yi 1333 Apto 305,

Montevideo, Casilla 6651, Correo Central

Venezuela:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Venezolana,
Apartado Postal 5110,
Carmelitas 1010-A, Caracas
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332 COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS
BUT WHERE LOCAL AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS EXIST
OR ARE BEING FORMED
Albania Gambia Morocco
Aruba Gaza Strip and West Bank Pakistan
Bahamas Georgia Paraguay
Bolivia Grenada Poland
Botswana Hungary Romania
Bulgaria Jamaica Russia
Cameroon Jordan Slovakia
Central African Republic Kenya South Africa
Chad Kuwait Taiwan
Costa Rica Lesotho Thailand
Croatia Lithuania Togo
Curagao Macao Uganda
Cyprus Malaysia Ukraine
Czech Republic Mali Yemen
Dominican Republic Malta Zambia
Egypt Moldova Zimbabwe
Estonia Mongolia

APPENDIX lli/APPENDIX IV

Amnesty International groups in Sudan have ceased activities following the banning of
all political parties, trade unions and non-governmental organizations including the
Sudanese Amnesty International Organization, under which the Sudanese groups were
officially registered in Sudan.

APPENDIX IV
==t = == e e e

INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ross Daniels/Australia
Celso Garbarz/Israel
Elizabeth Jenkins/United Kingdom
Menno Kamminga/Netherlands
Mardi Mapa-Suplido/Philippines
Gerry O’Connell/Italy
Marie Staunton/United Kingdom
Tracy Ulltveit-Moe/International Secretariat
Susan Waltz/United States of America
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Update on Abolition of the Death Penalty

Amnesty International is unconditionally
opposed to the death penalty and works
for its abolition. The organization regu-
larly monitors death sentences and execu-
tions around the world and appeals for
clemency whenever it learns of an immi-
nent execution.

During 1994, at least 2,331 prisoners
were executed in 37 countries and 4,032
people were sentenced to death in 75
countries. These figures include only
cases known to Amnesty International:
the true figures are certainly higher. As in
previous years, a small number of coun-
tries accounted for the great majority of
executions.

In October Italy abolished the death
penalty for all crimes. A bill eliminating
the death penalty from the Military Penal
Code in Time of War received its final
approval from the Italian parliament on
5 October and was promulgated on 25
October.

By the end of 1994, 54 countries had
abolished the death penalty for all of-
fences and 15 for all but exceptional of-
fences, such as war crimes. At least 27
countries and territories which retained
the death penalty in law had not carried
out executions for the past 10 years or
more.

During the year, Denmark, Hungary,
Malta, Namibia, Slovenia, the Seychelles
and Switzerland became parties to the
Second Optional Protocol to the Interna-

tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, aiming at the abolition of the
death penalty, bringing the number of
States Parties to 26. Ireland, Romania and
Slovenia became parties to Protocol No. 6
to the European Convention for the Pro-
tection of Human Rights and Fundamen-
tal Freedoms (“European Convention on
Human Rights”) concerning the abolition
of the death penalty, bringing the number
of States Parties to 23. Uruguay became a
party to the Protocol to the American
Convention on Human Rights to Abolish
the Death Penalty, bringing the number of
States Parties to three; Brazil signed the
Protocol, signifying its intention to be-
come a party at a later date.

On 4 October the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the 32-member Council of Eur-
ope adopted a recommendation calling
for the creation of a further protocol to
the European Convention on Human
Rights on the abolition of the death pen-
alty. Unlike Protocol No. 6, which pro-
vides for the abolition of the death
penalty but allows for its retention in
time of war or imminent threat of war, the
new protocol would constitute an agree-
ment among States Parties to abolish the
death penalty in all circumstances with
no exceptions. Following the action by
the Parliamentary Assembly, the Council
of Europe's Steering Committee for
Human Rights appointed a rapporteur to
prepare an opinion on the proposal.
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SELECTED INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

States which have ratified or acceded to a convention are party to the treaty and are bound to observe its provisions. States which have signed but not
yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat
the object and purpose of the treaty.

International Optional Protocol Second Optional International Convention against ~ Convention relating  Protocol relating to
Covenant on Civil to ICCPR Protocol to ICCPR, Covenant on Torture and Other to the Status of the Status of
and Political Rights aiming at the Economic, Social Cruel, Inhuman or Refugees (1951) Refugees (1967)
(ICCPR) abolition of the and Cultural Rights  Degrading Treatment

death penalty (ICESCR) or Punishment
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s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession

* - denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1994

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of
violations of the Convention

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to
examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if
warranted




APPENDIX ViI

SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1994)

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS (1981)
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x —denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
This chart lists countries which were members of the oau at the end of 1994.
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344 ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)
[ American Inter-American Inter-American
Convention Convention to Convention
on Human Prevent and on the Forced
Rights (1969) Punish Torture Disappearance
(1985) of Persons

(1994)*
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El Salvador
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Cumtamala x(62) X 5
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51 Christopher nnd Mevis

At Vincent and the Gronadinas

Trinidad and T’ x(62)

Urugun x(62)

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

(62) — denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation
or application of the American Convention)

* By the end of the year, this Convention had not yet entered into force.

This chart lists countries which were members of the oas at the end of 1994.




COUNCIL OF EUROPE

European Article 25 Article 46 Protocol
Convention No. 6*
for the

Protection of

Human

Rights and

Fundamental

Freedoms

(1950)

European
Convention for
the Prevention
of Torture and
Inhuman or
Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment
(1987)

E“EEIE’

B
=
z
E

§

£
[

~ denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x ~ denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
Article 25:

denotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, recognizing the competence of the European Commission
of Human Rights to consider individual complaints of violations of the Convention

denotes Declaration under Article 46 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, recognizing as compulsory the jurisdiction of the
European Court of Human Rights in all matters concerning interpretation and application of
the European Convention

* Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms: concerning abolition of the death penalty (1983)

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of 1994.
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Amnesty International’s 15-Point Program for
Implementing Human Rights in International
Peace-keeping Operations

This set of recommendations is aimed at the incorporation into all peace-keeping and
other relevant field operations of essential measures to ensure respect for human rights
as well as monitoring, investigation and corrective action in respect of violations. The
15-Point Program is addressed to all those involved in the establishment of such
operations — the parties to the conflict, observer governments involved in the process
and other states as well as the UN Secretariat and other UN bodies and specialized agen-
cies. They include structural suggestions as to how UN officials and governments in-
volved at the political level should address human rights issues at all stages of
peace-keeping or peace-building in a country. These recommendations are designed for
use in all types of operations: cease-fire monitoring, implementation of peace agree-
ments, peace enforcement or the delivery of humanitarian assistance. Member States
and the UN are urged to pay greater attention to the importance of addressing human
rights in a serious way in the planning and implementation of all peace-keeping opera-
tions. Amnesty International is convinced that human rights protection is essential to
the success of any such operation and that, as long as the uN avoids tackling these is-
sues effectively, it is seriously damaging its own credibility and thereby its capacity to
undertake peace-keeping and peace-building operations in other contexts and countries

in the future.

1. The political role of the international
community
The uN and its Member States should give
early, consistent and vigorous attention to
human rights concerns when designing
and implementing peace settlements and
should plan for a continued human rights
program in the post-peace-keeping phase.
The international community must be
prepared to publicly condemn human
rights violations during and after the
settlement process and to ensure that
recommendations for institutional reform
are fully and promptly implemented.
Human rights protection measures should
be kept under review, strengthened as
necessary and properly evaluated at the
end of the operation.

2. No international ‘silent witnesses’
All international field personnel,
including those engaged in military,
civilian and humanitarian operations,
should report through explicit and proper
channels any human rights violations
they may witness or serious allegations
they receive. The UN should take
appropriate steps, including preventive
measures, to address any violations
reported.

3. Human rights chapters in peace
agreements
Peace agreements should include a
detailed and comprehensive list of
international human rights laws and
standards to be guaranteed in the
transitional and post-settlement phase, as
well as providing for specific and
effective oversight mechanisms. Peace
settlements should require eventual
ratification of any human rights treaties
and adherence to any international
systems of human rights protection to
which the state concerned is not yet a

party.

4, Effective and independent human
rights verification
A specialized international civilian
human rights monitoring component
should be part of all peace-keeping
operations. These components should
have adequate resources and staff with
human rights expertise. Their mandates
should include human rights verification,
institution-building, legislative reform,
education and training. Monitors should
be trained and should operate under
consistent guidelines and in conformity
with international standards. Human




rights components should be explicitly
and structurally independent from the
political considerations of the operation
and ongoing negotiations relating to the
settlement, and their decision-making
mechanisms must not be constructed so
as to permit parties to the conflict to
obstruct investigations. Effective human
rights mechanisms, such as advisers or
independent jurists, should also be
established in less comprehensive peace
settlements and should have an oversight
role in matters such as the release of
prisoners and the guarantee of rights to
freedom of speech and assembly.

5. Ensuring peace with justice

Peace settlements should provide for
impartial investigation of past abuses,
processes aimed at establishing the truth
and measures to ensure that any
perpetrators of human rights violations
are brought to justice. Individual
responsibility for human rights
violations, past and present, must be
made explicit and sweeping pre-
conviction amnesties should not be part
of peace settlements.

6. On-site human rights monitoring
Human rights monitors should be
mandated to carry out investigations and
verify compliance with human rights
obligations and to take corrective action
in respect of violations. They should have
broad access to all sectors of society and
relevant institutions and the full
protection of those who are in contact
with them must be assured. Peace-
building measures, such as institutional
and legislative reform and education and
training, must complement but never
replace the verification role.

7. Frequent and public reporting

To guarantee the effectiveness, security
and credibility of international human
rights personnel there must be frequent
comprehensive public reports of their
activities and findings which should be
broadly disseminated nationally as well
as internationally.

8. International civilian police monitors
Civilian police monitors should monitor,
supervise and train national police and
security forces and verify their adherence
to international human rights and

- _
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criminal justice standards. Police 347
monitors should cooperate fully with any

human rights component or mechanisms

and should themselves be trained in and

fully respect international human rights

and criminal justice standards at all

times. There should be full public

reporting of their activities.

9. Long-term measures for human rights
protection
Human rights components in peace-
keeping operations should assist in the
establishment of permanent, independent
and effective national institutions for the
long-term protection of human rights and
the reinstitution of the rule of law,
including an independent judiciary and
fair criminal justice system. Other
mechanisms, such as ombudsmen or
national commissions, may be
encouraged to reinforce respect for
human rights. Such mechanisms must be
impartial, independent, and competent
with the necessary powers and resources
to be effective. They should conform to
international guidelines and must never
be a substitute for a fair and independent
judicial system. While national
institutions are being constituted,
consideration should be given to
establishing an interim relationship with
relevant international tribunals.

10. Human rights education and advisory
assistance programs
Public education and training on human
rights standards and complaints
procedures should be provided to all
sectors, particularly the judiciary, lawyers
and law enforcement officials. Other
technical assistance programs should be
provided, including drafting legislation in
conformity with international standards
and support for national human rights
non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
Such programs should not be a substitute
for human rights verification by a
specialized monitoring component.

11. The protection of refugees, internally
displaced persons and returnees
Refugee repatriation programs should
include an effective monitoring and
protection aspect for as long as necessary.
International refugee law and protection
standards must be adhered to at all times,
including the principles of non- |
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refoulement, the right to seek asylum and
repatriation only on a voluntary basis
with international supervision.

12. The gender dimension

Measures should be taken to guarantee
consideration and respect for the
particular needs of women in armed
conflict situations. Peace-keeping
personnel should receive information on
local cultural traditions and should
respect the inherent rights and dignity of
women at all times. Human rights
components should include experts in
the area of violence against women,
including rape and sexual abuse.

13. Adherence of international peace-
keeping forces to human rights and
humanitarian law standards

The UN should declare its formal

adherence to international humanitarian

law and human rights and criminal
justice standards, including in relation to
the detention of prisoners and the use of
force. The UN should ensure all troops
participating in international peace-
keeping operations are fully trained in
those standards and understand their
obligation to adhere to them. There
should be specific mechanisms at the
international level for monitoring,
investigating and reporting on any
violations of international norms by

peace-keeping personnel and to ensure
that personnel responsible for serious
violations are brought to justice in
accordance with international standards.

14. Prosecution of war crimes and
attacks on international peace-
keeping personnel

The investigation and prosecution of

violations of humanitarian and human

rights law or attacks against international
peace-keeping personnel should be
undertaken by appropriate national
authorities or under international
jurisdiction. Any international
mechanisms must conform to
international fair trial standards and the
creation of a permanent institution for the
prosecution of international crimes
should be encouraged.

15. Continued promotion and protection
of human rights in the post-settlement
phase

Effective international human rights

monitoring and assistance should be

continued for as long as necessary, until
it is clear that the government concerned
is implementing international human
rights guarantees effectively. The UN’s

human rights bodies should develop a

more effective and comprehensive role in

the post-settlement phase.




APPENDIX IX

349

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE
FORCED DISAPPEARANCE OF PERSONS

The Inter-American Convention on the Forced Disappearance of Persons was unani-
mously adopted on 9 June 1994 in Belém do Par4, Brazil, at the 24th regular session of
the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. The Americas became the
first region to adopt a binding instrument aimed at the prevention, eradication and pun-
ishment of the crime of enforced disappearance.

Preamble

The member states of the Organization of
American States signatory to the present
Convention,

Disturbed by the persistence of the
forced disappearance of persons;

Reaffirming that the true meaning of
American solidarity and good
neighborliness can be none other than that
of consolidating in this Hemisphere, in
the framework of democratic institutions,
a system of individual freedom and social
justice based on respect for essential
human rights;

Considering that the forced
disappearance of persons is an affront to
the conscience of the Hemisphere and a
grave and abominable offense against the
inherent dignity of the human being, and
one that contradicts the principles and
purposes enshrined in the Charter of the
Organization of American States;

Considering that the forced
disappearance of persons violates
numerous non-derogable and essential
human rights enshrined in the American
Convention on Human Rights, in the
American Declaration of the Rights and
Duties of Man, and in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

Recalling that the international
protection of human rights is in the form
of a convention reinforcing or
complementing the protection provided
by domestic law and is based upon the
attributes of the human personality;

Reaffirming that the systematic practice
of the forced disappearance of persons
constitutes a crime against humanity;

Hoping that this Convention may help
to prevent, punish, and eliminate the
forced disappearance of persons in the
Hemisphere and make a decisive

contribution to the protection of human
rights and the rule of law,

Resolve to adopt the following Inter-
American Convention on the Forced
Disappearance of Persons:

Article I

The States Parties to this Convention
undertake:

a) Not to practice, permit, or tolerate
the forced disappearance of persons, even
in states of emergency or suspension of
individual guarantees;

b) To punish within their jurisdictions
those persons who commit or attempt to
commit the crime of forced disappearance
of persons and their accomplices and
accessories;

c) To cooperate with one another in
helping to prevent, punish and eliminate
the forced disappearance of persons;

d) To take legislative, administrative,
judicial, and any other measures
necessary to comply with the
commitments undertaken in this
Convention.

Article I1

For the purposes of this Convention,
forced disappearance is considered to be
the act of depriving a person or persons of
his or their freedom, in whatever way,
perpetrated by agents of the state or by
persons or groups of persons acting with
the authorization, support, or
acquiescence of the state, followed by an
absence of information or a refusal to
acknowledge that deprivation of freedom
or to give information on the whereabouts
of that person, thereby impeding his or
her recourse to the applicable legal
remedies and procedural guarantees.

Article I11

The States Parties undertake to adopt, in
accordance with their constitutional
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procedures, the legislative measures that
may be needed to define the forced
disappearance of persons as an offense
and to impose an appropriate punishment
commensurate with its extreme gravity.
This offense shall be deemed continuous
or permanent as long as the fate or
whereabouts of the victim has not been
determined.

The States Parties may establish
mitigating circumstances for persons who
have participated in acts constituting
forced disappearance when they help to
cause the victim to reappear alive or
provide information that sheds light on
the forced disappearance of a person.

Article IV

The acts constituting the forced
disappearance of persons shall be
considered offenses in every State Party.
Consequently, each State Party shall take
measures to establish its jurisdiction over
such cases in the following instances:

a) When the forced disappearance of
persons or any act constituting such
offense was committed within its
jurisdiction;

b) When the accused is a national of
that state;

c) When the victim is a national of that
state and that state sees fit to do so.

Every State Party shall, moreover, take
the necessary measures to establish its
jurisdiction over the crime described in
this Convention when the alleged criminal
is within its territory and it does not
proceed to extradite him.

This Convention does not authorize
any State Party to undertake, in the
territory of another State Party, the
exercise of jurisdiction or the performance
of functions that are placed within the
exclusive purview of the authorities of
that other Party by its domestic law.

Article V

The forced disappearance of persons shall
not be considered a political offense for
purposes of extradition.

The forced disappearance of persons
shall be deemed to be included among the
extraditable offenses in every extradition
treaty entered into between States Parties.

The States Parties undertake to include
the offense of forced disappearance as one
which is extraditable in every extradition
treaty to be concluded between them in

the future.

Every State Party that makes
extradition conditional on the existence of
a treaty and receives a request for
extradition from another State Party with
which it has no extradition treaty may
consider this Convention as the necessary
legal basis for extradition with respect to
the offense of forced disappearance.

States Parties which do not make
extradition conditional on the existence of
a treaty shall recognize such offense as
extraditable, subject to the conditions
imposed by the law of the requested state.

Extradition shall be subject to the
provisions set forth in the constitution and
other laws of the requested state.

Article VI

When a State Party does not grant the
extradition, the case shall be submitted to
its competent authorities as if the offense
had been committed within its
jurisdiction, for the purposes of
investigation and when appropriate, for
criminal action, in accordance with its
national law. Any decision adopted by
these authorities shall be communicated
to the state that has requested the
extradition.

Article VII

Criminal prosecution for the forced
disappearance of persons and the penalty
judicially imposed on its perpetrator shall
not be subject to statutes of limitations.

However, if there should be a norm of a
fundamental character preventing
application of the stipulation contained in
the previous paragraph, the period of
limitation shall be equal to that which
applies to the gravest crime in the
domestic laws of the corresponding State
Party.

Article VIII

The defense of due obedience to superior
orders or instructions that stipulate,
authorize, or encourage forced
disappearance shall not be admitted. All
persons who receive such orders have the
right and duty not to obey them.

The States Parties shall ensure that the
training of public law-enforcement
personnel or officials includes the
necessary education on the offense of
forced disappearance of persons.




Article IX

Persons alleged to be responsible for the
acts constituting the offense of forced
disappearance of persons may be tried
only in the competent jurisdictions of
ordinary law in each state, to the
exclusion of all other special jurisdictions,
particularly military jurisdictions.

The acts constituting forced
disappearance shall not be deemed to
have been committed in the course of
military duties.

Privileges, immunities, or special
dispensations shall not be admitted in
such trials, without prejudice to the
provisions set forth in the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

Article X

In no case may exceptional circumstances
such as a state of war, the threat of war,
internal political instability, or any other
public emergency be invoked to justify the
forced disappearance of persons. In such
cases, the right to expeditious and
effective judicial procedures and recourse
shall be retained as a means of
determining the whereabouts or state of
health of a person who has been deprived
of freedom, or of identifying the official
who ordered or carried out such
deprivation of freedom.

In pursuing such procedures or
recourse, and in keeping with applicable
domestic law, the competent judicial
authorities shall have free and immediate
access to all detention centers and to each
of their units, and to all places where
there is reason to believe the disappeared
person might be found, including places
that are subject to military jurisdiction.

Article XI

Every person deprived of liberty shall be
held in an officially recognized place of
detention and be brought before a
competent judicial authority without
delay, in accordance with applicable
domestic law.

The States Parties shall establish and
maintain official up-to-date registries of
their detainees and, in accordance with
their domestic law, shall make them
available to relatives, judges, attorneys,
any other person having a legitimate
interest, and other authorities.

APPENDIX IX

Article XII

The States Parties shall give each other
mutual assistance in the search for,
identification, location, and return of
minors who have been removed to another
state or detained therein as a consequence
of the forced disappearance of their
parents or guardians.

Article XIII

For the purposes of this Convention, the
processing of petitions or communications
presented to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights alleging the
forced disappearance of persons shall be
subject to the procedures established in
the American Convention on Human
Rights and to the Statute and Regulations
of the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights and to the Statute and
Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights, including the
provisions on precautionary measures.

Article XIV

Without prejudice to the provisions of the
preceding article, when the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights
receives a petition or communication
regarding an alleged forced disappearance,
its Executive Secretariat shall urgently and
confidentially address the respective
government and shall request that
government to provide as soon as possible
information as to the whereabouts of the
allegedly disappeared person together
with any other information it considers
pertinent, and such request shall be
without prejudice as to the admissibility
of the petition.

Article XV

None of the provisions of this Convention
shall be interpreted as limiting other
bilateral or multilateral treaties or other
agreements signed by the Parties.

This Convention shall not apply to the
international armed conflicts governed by
the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their
Protocols concerning protection of
wounded, sick, and shipwrecked members
of the armed forces; and prisoners of war
and civilians in time of war.

Article XVI

This Convention is open for signature by
the member states of the Organization of
American States.
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Article XVII

This Convention is subject to ratification.
The instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the General Secretariat of
the Organization of American States.

Article XVIII

This Convention shall be open to
accession by any other state. The
instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the General Secretariat of
the Organization of American States.

Article XIX

The states may express reservations with
respect to this Convention when adopting,
signing, ratifying or acceding to it, unless
such reservations are incompatible with
the object and purpose of the Convention
and as long as they refer to one or more
specific provisions.

Article XX

This Convention shall enter into force for
the ratifying states on the thirtieth day
from the date of deposit of the second
instrument of ratification.

For each state ratifying or acceding to
the Convention after the second
instrument of ratification has been
deposited, the Convention shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day from the date on
which that state deposited its instrument
of ratification or accession.

Article XXI

This Convention shall remain in force
indefinitely, but may be denounced by
any State Party. The instrument of
denunciation shall be deposited with the
General Secretariat of the Organization of
American States. The Convention shall
cease to be in effect for the denouncing
state and shall remain in force for the
other States Parties one year from the date
of deposit of the instrument of
denunciation.

Article XXII

The original instrument of this
Convention, the Spanish, English,
Portuguese and French texts of which are
equally authentic, shall be deposited with
the General Secretariat of the Organization
of American States, which shall forward
certified copies thereof to the United
Nations Secretariat, for registration and
publication, in accordance with Article
102 of the Charter of the United Nations.
The General Secretariat of the
Organization of American States shall
notify member states of the Organization
and states acceding to the Convention of
the signatures and deposit of instruments
of ratification, accession or denunciation,
as well as of any reservations that may be
expressed.
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SELECTED STATISTICS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
At the beginning of 1995 there were more
than 1,100,000 members, subscribers and
regular donors in over 170 countries.
There were 4,329 local Amnesty Interna-
tional groups registered with the Interna-
tional Secretariat, plus several thousand
school, university, professional and other
groups, in 89 countries.

PRISONER CASES AND RELEASES

At the end of 1994 Amnesty International
groups were working on 4,002 long-term
assignments, concerning over 8,000 indi-
viduals, including prisoners of conscience
and other victims of human rights viola-
tions. During the year action began on 463
new Action Files, many of which con-
cerned more than one individual. A total
of 320 cases involving the release of pris-
oners of conscience and possible prisoners
of conscience was recorded.

URGENT ACTION APPEALS

During 1994 Amnesty International initi-
ated 532 actions which required urgent
appeals from the Urgent Action Network.
There were also 276 calls for further ap-
peals on actions already issued. Members
of the Urgent Action Network were there-
fore asked to send appeals on 808 occa-
sions. These actions were on behalf of
people in 91 countries.

The 532 new actions were issued on
behalf of people who were either at risk or
had been the victim of the following
human rights violations: torture - 166
cases; political killing — 88 cases; “disap-
pearance” — 80 cases; judicial execution —
100 cases; death threats and other threats
to safety — 203 cases; and legal concerns —
79 cases. (These categories are not mutu-
ally exclusive; more than one concern
may have been featured in an action.)
Other concerns included ill-health, deaths
in custody, refoulement (forcible repatria-
tion) of asylum-seekers, amputation and
forcible exile.

REGIONAL ACTION NETWORKS

Amnesty International's Regional Action
Networks deal with human rights abuses
in every country of the world. During the
year, 2,444 Amnesty International local

groups participated in the Regional Action
Networks, which worked on the cases of
thousands of victims of human rights vi-
olations.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING

The budget adopted by Amnesty Interna-
tional for 1994 was £14,724,000. This sum
represents approximately one quarter of
the estimated income likely to be raised
during the year by the movement’s na-
tional sections. Amnesty International’s
national sections and local volunteer

groups are primarily responsible for fund-
ing the movement. A central fund-raising
program is being developed. No money is
sought or accepted from governments. The
donations that sustain Amnesty Interna-
tional’s work come from its members and
the public.

RELIEF
During 1994 the International Secretariat
of Amnesty International distributed
£212,789 in relief (financial assistance) to
victims of human rights violations such as
prisoners of conscience and recently re-
leased prisoners of conscience and their
dependants, and to provide medical treat-
ment for torture victims. In addition, the
organization’s sections and groups distrib-
uted a further substantial amount, much
of it in the form of modest payments by
local groups to their adopted prisoners of
conscience and dependent families.
Amnesty International’s ultimate goal
is to end human rights violations, but so
long as they continue it tries to provide
practical help to the victims. Relief is an
important aspect of this work. Sometimes
Amnesty International provides financial
assistance directly to individuals. At other
times, it works through local bodies such
as local and national human rights organ-
izations so as to ensure that resources are
used as effectively as possible for those in
most need. When Amnesty International
asks an intermediary to distribute relief
payments on its behalf, it stipulates pre-
cisely the intended purpose and benefi-
ciaries and requires the intermediary to
report back on the expenditure of the
funds.
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