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URGENT ACTION

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE NEEDS MEDICAL HELP

Saudi Arabian prisoner of conscience Issa al-Nukheifi is in urgent need of medical
attention. He is at risk of torture and other ill-treatment.

Prisoner of conscience Issa al-Nukheifi, a human rights activist and member of the independent Saudi Civil and
Political Rights Association (ACPRA), is held at the Mecca General Prison. He is suffering from a medical condition
that affects his blood circulation, believed to have been caused by torture and other ill-treatment, and for which he
has been denied adequate medical attention.

Issa al-Nukheifi was arrested on 15 September 2012. Since then he has been kept in tight handcuffs and leg irons,
sometimes for hours at a time, which might have directly caused his current medical condition. He has been moved
several times to different prisons and has complained of torture and other ill-treatment, such as being kept in
solitary confinement for two weeks and being intentionally exposed to cold temperature without adequate clothing.
He also claims that the authorities used convicted criminals to punish and even attempt to kill him for helping other
prisoners, and that he is being subjected to constant verbal abuse and almost daily strip-searches. He is allowed
only limited access to his family. The authorities have continually delayed his medical appointments and treatment.

Issa al-Nukheifi was arrested without a warrant on 15 September 2012. He was detained for five months before his
case was moved first to the Criminal Court in Mecca, which refused to try him, and later to the Specialized Criminal
Court in Riyadh, which sentenced him to three years in prison and a four-year travel ban on 29 April 2013, mainly
for violating Article 6 of the cybercrime law. The court also ordered that his Facebook and Twitter accounts be
closed down. The appeal judge at the same court told him in June 2013 that his conviction had been upheld and
his sentence increased by eight months.

Please write immediately in English, Arabic or your own language:
Calling on the authorities to release Issa al-Nukheifi immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of
conscience jailed solely for exercising his rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly;
Urging them to ensure that he is protected from torture and other ill-treatment, given immediate access to any
medical attention he may require and regular access to his family;
Calling on them to open an independent investigation into his allegation of torture and other ill-treatment;
Urging them to quash his conviction and sentence.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 31 MARCH 2015 TO:

King and Prime Minister Minister of Interior _ And copies to: o
Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin President, Human R[qhts Commission
The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques Naif bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud Bandar Mohammed ‘Abdullah al-Aiban
Office of His Majesty the King Minister of Interior Human Rights Commission

Royal Court, Riyadh Ministry of the Interior, P.O. Box 2933, PO Box 58889, Riyadh 11515
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Alrpo!’t Roqd, Riyadh 11134 Kingdom of Kln_g Fahd Road '

Fax: (via Ministry of the Interior) Saudi Arabia _ Building No. 3, Riyadh

+966 11 403 3125 (please keep trying) Fax: +966 11 403 3125 (please keep trying) Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Twitter: @KingSalman Salutation: Your Excellency Fax: +966 11 418 5101

Salutation: Your Majesty Email: info@hrc.gov.sa

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below:
Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Issa al-Nukheifi is a member of the independent human rights organization Saudi Civil and Political Rights Association, which
was forcibly closed down by the Saudi Arabian authorities in March 2013. At least 12 founding and active members of the
organization have since been imprisoned or detained without charge, or are now on trial.

Issa al-Nukheifi was arrested on 15 September 2012, three weeks after he appeared on TV accusing the local authorities in the
south-western region of Jazan of corruption and numerous human rights violations, especially forcibly evacuating residents of
the border areas of Jazan with northern Yemen in 2009. The Saudi Arabian authorities produced no warrant for his arrest,
though they had claimed that there was a warrant for his arrest for being “a bad citizen” and he has asked many times to see it.
He was only brought to trial in front of the Specialized Criminal Court (SCC), Saudi Arabia’s notorious counter-terrorism and
security court whose jurisdiction and procedures are shrouded in secrecy, in March 2013, six months after his arrest and after
the Criminal Court in Mecca refused to try him, arguing that the charges against him did not fall under its jurisdiction.

On 29 April 2013, the SCC in Riyadh found Issa al-Nukheifi guilty of “inciting disobedience to the ruler and questioning his
legitimacy”, “questioning the judiciary and the integrity of its procedures”, “ridiculing the committee of senior religious scholars”,
“accusing institutions and officials for shortcomings in performing their duties towards the people”, “participating in inciting strife
by calling for and coordinating protests and demonstrations” and “preparing, storing, and sending information that harms public
order” and sentenced him to three years in prison and a four-year travel ban. The charges were based on provisions contained
in Article 6 of Saudi Arabia’s cybercrime law which impose up to 5 years in prison for, among other things “production,
preparation, transmission, or storage of material impinging on public order, religious values, public morals, and privacy, through
the information network or computers.” The court also ordered that his Facebook and Twitter accounts be closed down. He was
brought before the SCC'’s appeal judge in June 2013. The judge told him that his conviction had been upheld and that his

sentence had been increased from three years to three years and eight months in prison.

He has now found out that the prison authorities have accused him of inciting prisoners against the authorities and offending the
Minister of Interior, and have asked the Bureau of Investigation and Prosecution to charge him accordingly. If he is charged, he
could face a fresh trial in front of the SCC and be sentenced to an additional 10 years in prison.

Issa al-Nukheifi had previously been harassed by the authorities for exposing corruption within state institutions. Activists claim
that the way he has been treated since 2012 is a result of his unwillingness to keep silent on gross human rights violations that
he single-handedly documented in the aftermath of the forced eviction of close to 12,000 Saudi Arabian residents of the border
area of Jazan with Yemen in 2009. He has argued that the authorities not only illegally confiscated large areas of land and
property belonging to Saudi Arabian border residents, but that they sold parts of the confiscated land and embezzled large
amounts of money allocated to compensate those who had been forcibly displaced since 2009. He was arrested three weeks
after he appeared on a TV channel accusing the local authorities in Jazan of corruption and embezzlement.

Name: Issa al-Nukheifi
Gender m/f: m

UA: 35/15 Index: MDE 23/017/2015 Issue Date: 17 February 2015

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL



