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1. EXCUTIVE SUMMAR®

On 2 August2016, 25 Sunni Muslim men+ 22 of theme q n | Hg m-r andthedtherthred of mn g h s x

Iragi nationality+ were executedin Q" i ~ - hPrisBrgin Kgrqj, rorth-west of Tehran The men had been

convictedne sgd u ftdkx vngcdc bghl d+ t momdhgrebelgin mh™ m k™ v+ ne @
connection with a number of armed activitigavhich had taken place mainly in Kirdistan Province between

2009 and 2011. The mass execubn, which was carried out withou notice to thar families and lawyerssent

shockwavesacross the media in Iran and throughout the world, andvoked widespread condemnation.

In the months and years preceding the executions, many human righgsoups, including Amnesty
International, had expressed serious concerns about the fairness of the legal proceedings leading to the
I d meomvictionsand had called on the Iranian authorities to quash tHeconvictions(and consequently
their death sentence$, and grant the mena fair retrial without recourse to the death penaltygy carrying out
the executions the authoritiesdisplayedtheir disregardfor fair trial rightsand the right to life.

In the hours and days that followed the mass executiothe Iranianauthorities embarked on anedia
campaign intended to dehumanize thexecutedmen in the eyes of the public and justify thie executiors.

State-sanctionedlranian websitesweree k nncdc v hsg chmynd mru hrced n® b nefdeodert rq h mf r dud
executed The peoplefeatured in the videos engagein repeated selfdenigration, describing themselves as
®sdggnghrsr~ " mc ®gdhdwhdtever thegtrdntramipuhkishmentthgymeceivedrTioey u d

® b n mesl dto being involved with a group calledowhid va Jahad, (Unity of Godand Holy Struggle) which

they saidcarried out armed attacks and plotted assassinations @ c h r a d kkbffaru d q r —

Hm rnld ne sgd ®bnmedr rdtmemselves to thelatmed graugadlling itseti Islamid o * g d

State(IS) and warred s g “we wo@ld have committed atrocities worse than ISwfeg " ¢ mns addm rsnoodc
These videoswere interjected with clips showing IS atrocities carried out in Syria and Iraq, whishggests

efforcax sgd “tsgnghshdr sn dwoknhs Hg mh ™  m odnokd-r ed qr
itrshex sgd [Themental adgwishbt shdenrsn e | hkhdr ax rtbg ®bnmedrr |
dehumanize their loved ones and purport to shovia¢ir guilt for serious crimesviolatesthe prohibitionon

cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment under international lavétate-controlled bodies that have been

involved in the production and distribution of such videos, including in this casslamic Republic of Iran

Broadcasting (IRIB), Press TV and an organization called Habilian Associatisinare responsibility fortie

human rightsviolationscommitted against the men featured in their productionand their families.

Echoing the language used in theideo® b n me dr r h n mr = + , h mbckhtbchh maf “H g gm-grh sGhgdrr d bt s
GeneralMohammad JafarMontazerj the Ministry of Justice in Kirdistan Provinceand the Ministry of

Intelligence issued a spate of inflammatory statements, which similaienigrated the execution victimsas

criminals who deserved the punishment meted out to them. The statements attribdtt® the men a wide

range of criminalactivities, without clarifying the exacinvolvement thatthey each had, particularly when the

criminal activifes mentioned in the official statementfiad occurred months after someof the men had been

arrested.

The statements alsavronglyclaimed that the men had spentyearson death rowbecause their trials were
lengthy and complex and theyhad been given multple appeal opportunitiesin reality, the men had been
sentenced to death after trials that were extremely brief, atide Supreme Courtwhich was the only venue
for appeal,had upheld theirconvictiors and sentenceswithout giving reasons or conducting anevaluation
of the sufficiency of the evidence submitted at triar the wellsubstantiated claims of due process violations
raisedby the men.
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Three months afterthe mass executionthe authorities have yet to providanformation aboutthe precise
criminal offences and actsof which each of themhad been convicted Nor have they issued public,
reasonedjudgementsin order to let the public knowthe essential facts and legal grounden which the
courtsrelied toconvict the menn e ®d ' nfl "hirsmr $he Btal oumber of executions has alsmot been
officially acknowledged. In their public statements, the authoritiesmnouncedthat they had executed 20
men but Amnesty International has received information from reliable sources that camfifive additional
executions, making the total figure 25.

Security and intelligence officialhavev * gqmdc sgd | dm-r k thedétgils of thdircasesr s chr bknr
to independent media outlets and civil society and human rights groupshey have smilarly warned the
families of theexecuted menagainstspeaking out

Followingthe mass executionjntelligence officialstook the bodies of the deceased, along with thefamilies,
to Behesht Zahra Cemetery in Tehrarhundreds ofkilometres away from their homes in Sananddfurdistan
Province,and buried them there. Families said the officials gave them no opportunity to provide consent for
the burial or otherwiseand threatened them with detentiorif they held memorial ceremoniesor talked about
the experiences of their deceased relativeé\s a result of theserepressivepractices, the cases of theSunni
men executed on 2 August habeen shrouded insecrecy.

Throughout the years that they had spent on death row, many of theen had denied, in messages leaked
from prison, any involvement in armed attacks and maintained that they had beernargeted solely because
they had practised and promoted theirSunnireligious beliefs including throughtaking part in religious
seminars and distributing religious reading materialén contrast, he authoritiesclaimed that all of them
were members of aRerrorist Salafist group calledTowhidva Jahad, and had carried out armed attacks and
assassinationsnside Iran

Amnesty International has not beerble to obtain sufficient independent information to ascertain where the

truth lies betweenthese opposing narrativesvith respect to eachof the executed me. Between 2014 and

2016, the organizationhad intermittent communications with a group of about 35 merincluding some of

those executed on 2 Augustallof whomvd gd gdkc hm Rdb sPrisomandhad ascess®@@ai ~ - h Rg gq
clandestinemobile phone.The organizationwas alsoable to conductinterviews withthree family members

of the executed menin August 2016, and receive information from severdawyersand human rights

activists both inside and outside Iranvho were familiar with the cases and their context and background

Amnesty Interrationalalso examinedpublicly availablesources including the video statements that the
executed men recorded from inside prison between 2014 and 2016 usingcandestinemobile phone and
posted on theinternet, statements made bythe Ministry of Intellgence, the Ministry of Justice in Kurdistan
Province and Irans Prosecutor General before and after the executigrieformation pubished on state
controlled websites affiliated with the judiciary and intelligence and security forcesports and findings
published byindependent human rights organizationsand media outlets and a Supreme Court judgement
which concerns the cases 0f26 men (13 of them were among those executed on 2 August1 remain on
death rowand two are undergoing retrial)AmnestyInternational was not able to obtain any court judgement
concerning the remaining 12 executed men

On the basis of this research, Amnesty International findlsat H g * cnimimal justice systemblatantly violated
sgd | dm-r g h fThese indade their rights: to gccessa hawyler during the investigation stage;
not to be subjected tatorture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishmento remain
silent and not to be compelled tanake ® b n miend orrotherwiseincriminate themselves;to have adequate
time and facilities tomeet with their lawyers in confidence in order tprepare a defence to be guaranteed a
thorough and independent investigation into their allegations of torture and othetridatment;to be granted
fair criminal proceedings where statements elicited by tortui@ otherill-treatment are excluded as evidence;
to have their case heard in public hearings; and to receive a public, reasoned judgement allowindpem and
the public to know why theywere convicted.

The men executed on 2 August wereart of a lager group ofSunni men who had been arrestedy Ministry

of Intelligence officialsbhetween 2009 and 2011when a numberof armed skirmishes andattacks occurred

in H g * Kurdistan Province Initially, articles in statecontrolled media suggestedhat armed Kurdish

oppositiongroups such asKomalaor the Party for Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAKyereresponsible. Later
however,the Ministry of Justice® mmnt mbdc sg° ' s ®dwsqdl hrs Vi gt @tmhrdghudm ax
were probably responsible for the incidents.

Some of the men had been arrestedh the days and weeks followin@4 April 2009, when the headquarters
of the Special Unit of Iranian Police on MohammadieRoad in Sanandaj was attacked, leading thi¢ death
of one police officer and injuriesto four others.
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Several others had been arrestefbllowingfour assassination incidents in Sanandaj in September 2009
targeting twoAssistant Prosecutorsdadyar), Hassan Davtalab and Mehdi Kamianboth of whom survived
and twosenior Sunni religious clericsvith ties to the Iranian authoritiesMamusta Borhan Aalithe leader of
Friday prayers inSanandaj and Mohammad Sheikh allslam, the representativeof Kurdistan Provincen
the Assembly of Expertswho were both killed.

Amnesty International understands that after their arrest, the men were held in solitary confinement in
detention centres run by intelligence and security forces for extremely long periods, in some cases exceeding
two years, withlittle or no access to theirfamilies and lawyers.In their leaked messages,tte men had said

that during this period, intelligence officials had repeatedly tortured them, including bubjecting them to
electric shocks, suspending them upside down, and beatingrad flogging them, in order to extract video
gdbngcdc ®bnmedrr hnmr = -

The menwere subsequently sentenced to deathn separate trialsby a Revolutionay Court which convicted

sgdl ne ®&dml hsiagharebkh through® ! BEh@dgr gho ne °~ RBidoamingR™ k ehr s f g
out armed attacks In issuing theseverdicts the Revolutionary Courteliedhd * uhkx nm ®bnmedrr hnmr
the men saidhad beenextracted under torture andwhich they had retracted at trial. The men had been

denied access to their lawyers during the entire investigative stage, asald they met their lawyers for the

first time a few minutes before the start of their trials.

Under international human rights law, in particular the International Covenam Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR),which binds Iran as a state partyall people brought to trial have the right to fair proceedings.
However,given the irreversible nature of the death penalty, internationlaliman rights law requiresexplicitly
that proceedings in capital cases scrupulously observe all relevant international standards protecting the
right to a fair trial, no matter how heinous the crime.

Attacks on the general population cause terrible suffering to the immediate victims and their fé@si They
can also create a climate of fear in which communities live in terror. Such attacks can never be justified.
Amnesty International will continue to condemn them and to call upon governments to properly investigate
and bring those suspected of rgsonsibility to justice, to expose the truth about what has happened, and to
provide ways for those affected to obtain support and reparatiortéowever, state responses to concerns
over security can never justify abusive practices that undermine human right

The death penalty is a cruel, inhumane and degrading punishment that governments often resort to in times

ne odgbdhudc m shnm k bghrhr sn cdl Amestybptersadonsd gdhqg ®r sgdm
opposes the death penalty in all casewithout exception, regardless of the nature of the crime, the

characteristics of the offender, or the method used by the state to carry out the executidhe death penalty

violates the right to life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Amnesty International calls on all countries that still retain the death penaliiycluding Iran, to immediately
establish an official moratorium orexecutionswith a view to abolishing the punishmeraltogether

Regardingthe cases of the Sunni men highlighted in thibriefing who remain on death rowAmnesty
Internationalcalls on the Iranian authorities teensure that their convictions and death sentences are
immediately quashed, andhat they are granted a retrialvithout recourseto the death penaltythat excludes
any information obtained under tortur@r otherill-treatment as inadmissible evidence and strictly complies
with all international standards protecting the right to a fair trial

With respect to those executed, the Iranian authorities shouldturn their bodies to their families for private
burial and allow ther families to hold mourning ceremonies, free from harassment and intimidatioim cases
where there are allegations of torture, the authorities shoulddertake without delay an independent,
impartial and efficient investigation and ensure thatvhere sufficient, admissible evidence exists, those
suspected of responsibility, including individuals suspected of command or other superior responsibility for
the torture, are prosecuted in fair trials, without recourse to the death penalty

More broady, the Iranian authorities should rd once and for all the practice of producing and posting
®b n me d r r hamdrissue publit, reasoned judgements in all criminal cases, allowing the public to know
the essential findings, evidence and legal reasonimglied upon to convict and impose sentences.
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2.MVETHODOLOGY

This report is based on information gathered by Amnesty International throuighintermittent

communications with a group of about 35 men, including some of those executed on 2 August, who were
hdkc hm Rdbs hn mPrieohand ted aQcess to-acland&stnergobile phone, and its interviews
with three family members of the executed men in August 2016, as well as with several lawyers and human
rights activists both inside and outside Irawho followed the cases closely and were familiar with the
background and context Amnesty International has withheld the nameand identitiesof sources

interviewed for this researchwho are still alivein order to protect their security.

The report alsodraws on publicly availablesourcesincluding: the video statements that the executed men
recorded from inside prisorbetween 2014 and 2016using aclandestinemobile phone and posted on the
internet, statements made bythe Ministry of Intelligence, theMinistry of Justice in Kurdistan Province and
Irans Prosecutor Generabefore and after the executionsinformation pubished on statecontroled websites
affiliated with the judiciary and intelligence and security forcegeports and findings published ly
independent human rights organizationsand media outlets; andthe text of Iranian laws and international
human rights treaties andstandards.

Amnesty Internationaklso obtained and reviewed short Supreme Court judgementincluded in Annex )
which concerns the cases of 26 men13 of whom were among those executed on 2 August. Amnesty
International wasunable to accessother court verdictsthat would provide greater detail on these cases. It
was also not possible to obtain any court judgement concergithe other 12 executed menAs aresult of
these limitations the organizationhas not been able to ascertain the precise criminal activities that each of
the executed menwere charged with or convicted of.

Amnesty International had raised the cases afx of the menmentionedin this report with the Iranian
authorities through Urgent Actionaind letters to the governmenin 2015 and 2016, but did not receive any
response

The Iranian authorities have not granted Amnesty International access to Iran tmduct human rights
research for nearly four decades. Amnesty International has frequently written to the authorities to raise
human rights concerns and to seek access to the country. To date, the organization has not received a
positive reply. Amnesty Ir@rnational continues to seek opportunities to discuss its concerns and
recommendations with the authorities and to be allowed to visit the country for research purposes.

The challenges related to lack of access are compounded by the repressive environmarthe country,

which makes it risky to reach out to and gather information from lawyers and families of victims of human
rights violations. Many lawyers fear harassment and imprisonment if they contact international organizations
to publicize cases or diticize the judicial system. Nevertheless, Amnesty International is confident that its
research, which includel collecting information from reliable sources Bide Iran, interviewing weHplaced

and reliable individuals, and reviewing numeroutext-based ources has allowed it to accurately summarize
the multiple human rights violations that were committed against the men executed on 2 August and their
families.

Amnesty International hopes that this report will shed further light on ongoing violationd$aif trial rights and
the right to life in Iran and contribute to efforts aimed at saving the lives of inmates on death row and
dmrtghmf sg° s odnokd vgn bnld hmsn bnms bs vhsg
fairness.
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3. NFAIR TR

On 2 August2016, the Iranian authorities execute®5 Sunnimen+1 1 ne sgd| eqnl Hg m-r Jtgqgc

and the other three of Iragi nationality: who had beenconvicted a the vaguely worded charge a®d ml| h s x

* f ° h mr shoh&rebel) in connection with a number of armedactivities The mass execution, whiclwas

carried out withoutpriormn s hbd sn sgd I dm-r e 1l hkhdr "mc k> vxdqr =~ mc
shockwavesacross the media in Iran and throughout the world, anevdked widespread condemnatiort.

In the months and years preceding the executions, many human rights groups, including Amnesty

Hmsdgm shnm k+ g ¢ b kkdc nm sgd Hg mh™ m “tsgnghshdr sn

grant them a fair retral without recourse to the death penalty.

All the Sunni menwere denied access to a lawyer from the time of arrest and durirthe investigationperiod,
which spanned over many months and, in some casesyertwo years During this period,the menwere

mostly held in solitary confinementin Ministry of Intelligencedetention centres Theyreported being tortured

s n  ®b nandéndrimmate themselves. Their trials wergenerally limited to one or two sessiorand relied
ontortures -~ h ms d ¢ ® lomsecerel convibtinnsithe menwere denied the right to communicate and
consult with their lawyers, andnly allowed to meethem for the first time shortly beforeor attheir trials.

Many of themwere denied the right to havea meaningfulreview of theirconvictiors and sentencesasHq *~ m- r
Supreme Courffailed to examinethe admissibility andsufficiency of the ewilence submitted at trial. Nordid

the courtaddressthe violations of thé rights to a fair trialthroughout the judicial proceedings.

The application of he death penaltyafter an unfair trialconstitutes aseriousviolation of thel CCPR,which is
binding on Iran Under international human rights law, in particular théCCPR all people brought to trial

have the right to fair proceedinggAtrticle 14). Given the irreversible nature of the death penalty, international
human rightslaw specificallyrequires that proceedings in capital cases scrupulously observe all relevant
international standards protecting the right to a fair trial, no mattaow heinous the crime3

The Iranian authorities claim that they apply the death penalty only after thorough and fair judicial
proceedings* Amnesty International r qdr d° gb g+ ¢ bagidfairdrigl guarargeesre s g s
persistentlyabsentin death penalty cases and the cases of the men discussed in this report providagther
confirmation of this troubling pattern.

Fair trial violationsare common inlran-s criminal justice system because of gaps between the law and how it
is practisedand alsodue to shortcomings in the laws that should guarantee fair trials

'OHCHR,®Ydhc cdokngdr | “rr dwdbtshnmr hm Hg m + 4 @tftrs 1/05+ “u hk  akd
www.ohchr.org/FR/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspe@il D=20344&LangID=Haccessed 26 October 2016); Human Rights Watch,

®Hg " m9 L rr Dwdbt shnm nRais&Bag Trial Gohmibl d gBgr” g+ d7r 9@tRdtbrgsd blx’ 05+ “u  hk > akd "~ s9
www.hrw.org/news/2016/08/08/irarmass-executionterrorism-charges(accessed 26 October 2016)22 human rights organizations,

®ights groups condemn recehexecution of Kurdish prisoners and call for an immediate moratorium on all executionsinfran 05 @t f t r s

2016, available at:www.iranhumanrights.org/2016/08/kurdiskexecutionpress-statement/(accessed 26 October 2016).

2 Amnesty Internationaland 17 other human rights organizations ® H q = meXecu@ion lofs33 Sunnis- Accounts ofcasesraisefair trial

cnmbdgmr ~+ 02 |t madwwlamAe3ty.org/en/dotuments/inde13/0322014/en/

2 UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 6: Article 6 (Right to Life), 30 April 1982, para. 7; UN Safeguards guarantgei

protection of the rights of those facing the death pefty, approved by Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/50 of 25 May 1984,

para. 5, available atwww.ohchr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pages/DeathPenalty.aémscessed 26 October 2016).

4Hq " High €ouncil for Human Rights® Sgd Qdokx ne sgd Gd ¢ ne Hg m-r GhftigeUBHighmbhk eng Gt °

Bnl |l hrrhnmdg enqg Gtl  m Qhf gwwwhomarBighi®@ian.it/mewss.asdpx?id-5H1594aacesded 26 Odtotber * s 9

2016);and®Sgd Qdokx ne sgd Gd ¢ ne Hg m-r Ghfg Bntmbhk eng Gtl m Qhfgsr sn
17 May 2015, available atwww.humanrightsiran.ir/news.aspx?id=455871accessed 26 October 2016).

5 Amnesty International Flawed reforms: Iran- r  mdv  Bncd ne (IBdphVDEM3/2708ReL6),HH Febrepy 2016, available

at: www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2708/2016/en/
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The cases ofthe Sunni mendiscussed in this report date from before June 2015, whea new Code of
Criminal Procedurecame into effect. The previous€ode had significant flaws and fefar short of
international fair trial standards. Idid not guarantee the right to access &wyer from the time of arresand
set no limit on the length of pretrial detention, which meant that individuals could be detained for months,
even yers, without access to a lawyef

The new Code of Criminal Proceduréas introduced several longoverdue reforms.These includeprovisions

which better protect the right toaccess a lawyeifrom the moment of arrest andduring investigations and

the right toremain silent. However, as of October 2016 ficials exercising judicial powersvere

systematically flouhg the provisions of the new CodeThis, together with the implementation of death

sentences which were imposed prior to the adoption of the new @oof Crimind Procedure andbasedon

evidence obtained inviolatome sgd ~bbtrdc-r qhétgleofgewconcera™ hqg sqgh  k+ bnr

3.1.ARREST

INTERNATIONAL RIDNDA

To ensure fair proceedings and protect against human rights violations such as torture and other ill
treatment, international law and standardsdetail the safeguards that officials arresting and detaining
people must uphold from the time of arrest and dimg detention They include the following

Secret detention is absolutely prohibited;

People may only be lawfully deprived of their liberty on grounds and according to procedures
established by law, which must conform to international standards;

Arrests ard detentions must be carried out only by people authorized to do so by law;

People must be informed of the reasons for their arrest at the time of arrest and be promptly
informed of any charges in a language and way that they understand;

People must be nformed of their rights on arrest in a language and way that they understand;
An official record of the arrest or detention must be kept by the detaining authorities;
People arrested must have access to legal advice and to family members, doctors and/&;

People arrested must be brought promiy before a judicial authority

The Sunnimen executed on 2 August were @rt of a larger group oSunni men whowere arrestedby
Ministry of Intelligence officialsnostly between 2009 and 2011when a numbe of armed skirmishes
occurred in Kurdstan Province Initially, articles in statecontrolled media suggested thaarmed Kurdish
opposition groups such asKomalaor the Party for Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAKyereresponsible. Later
however,both the Ministry of Intelligenceand the Department of Justice in Kuridtan Provinceannounced
s g s ®d graupsdrivem byshe ideology of Wahhabism were responsible for the inciderits

Among those arrested were

Shahram Ahmadj Hekmat Araqi Alam Barmashti, SayedShahouEbrahimi Farzad Honarjou
Varia Ghaderi Mohammad GharibiKani, Mohammad KeyvanKarimi, Omid Mahmoudi Taleb
Maleki, Pouria Mohammadj Keywan Manenifard, Ahmad Nasiri Edris Nemati, Omid Peyvand,
Hamzeh QelahvoBahman Rahimi Mokhtar Rahimi, Mohammad YavarRahimi, Amjad Salehj

5 A Note to its Article 128 permitted the restriction of the right to access legal counsel during {trial detention. For more information, see

Amnesty International Flawedreforms: Iram - new Code of Criminal Procedur@index: MDE 13/2708/2016), 11 February 2016, pp. 4042,

available at:www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2708/2016/en/

7 See for instance Articled of the ICCPR and its authoritative interpretation by the Human Rights Committee, the expert body established

under the Covenant to oversee its implementation. UN Human Rights Committee, General comment No. 35, Article 9: Liberty eodrity

of person, N Doc. CCPR/C/GC/35, 16 December 2014.

5L rggdfg Mdvr + ®DTakiqterorgtgrodpShaghs sgHd 17 gdtd-t rs 1 biOy2dLoM6B (adtdssed k d ~ s 9

15 Nbsnadg 1/05(: Lhmhrsqgx ne Hms dakfik terfodshgbodptn San@ndaj calleffowhickva dakad,3gd ~ bshuhshdr
August 2016, available atwww.vaja.ir/Public/Home/ShowPage.aspx?0Object=NEWS&Category|D=35fdZib#a-4f8e-9c88-
e3cd19f90928&WebPartID=dd88926ac76c-4319-aea53b5b53bd6090&ID=4cff163e-41ff-449b-b0e1-340c01b513dd (accessed 26

October2016) E g  qt + ®Adghmc sgd btgs hm ne Jt gc hr s bitdyf2eJkiRy (accéessed 27m> shnmr ~+ 12 R
October 2016).
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Behrouz ShahnazariKaveh Sharifi Arash Sharifi Ali Abdolkarim Shemiranj and Kaveh Veysee
Amnesty International has received information froseveralreliable sources thathese 25 men
wereall executed on 2August 2016. In their public statements however, the authorities
announced that they had executed 20 men.

Hamed Ahmadi Jamshid Dehghanj Jahangir Dehghani SeyedAbdol Hadi Hossein, Sediq
Mohammadi and Kamal Molaeiwere executed on 4 March 2015.

Kambiz Abbasj Ghasem AbesteOmar Ghader AbdollahDavoud AbdollahjVaria Amiri Khosro
Besharat Farshid Naseri KhaliliAyoub Karimj Anvar Khezrj Seyed Jamal MousayiErfan
Naderizadeh, Barzan Nasrollahzadeharrestedwhen under 18 years of agg Keykhosro
Sharafipour Mohammad Ahmad Sharif Vahed Sharifi PourMohammad Yaser Sharifi Poyr
Kamran SheykhehFarhad Salimj Abdorahman Sanganind Foad Yousefiare believed to remain
on death row

Shouresh AlimoradiLoghman Aminj Saman Mohammadiand Bashir Shahnazarhave been held
in a Ministry of Intelligence detention centrén Sanandaj, Kurdistan Provincesince their arrests.
LoghmanAmini, Bashir Shahnazari Saman Mohammadiand Shouresh Alimoradivere arrested
respectively,in 2010, 2011, 2014 and 2015. The status of their cases and whether they have
been sentenced to death isinclear to Amnesty International. These men have featured
prominenttyh m s gd ®b n maided by stateanontrolied meatlia outlets (see Chapter 5).

Farzad Shahnazse and Teimour Naderiawait retrial before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court
in Tehran after the Supreme Court quashed their death sentences.

The exactcauses and circumstances leading tthe arrest of thesemen are not clear to Amnesty
International

The organizationunderstandsthat some ofthem, including Kaveh Vegee Behrouz Shahnazariind
ShahramAhmadi, were arrestedin the days and weeks aftethe headquarters of the Special Unit of Iranian
Police on MohammadiehRoad in Sanandajwas attackedin April 2009, leavingone officerdead and four
others injured®

Several othersincluding Bahman Rahimi Mokhtar Rahimiand Kaveh Sharifi were arrestedshortly after
four assassination incidents in Sanandaj in September 2009, targeting tssistantProsecutors (ladyar)
Hassan Davtalab and Mehdi Kamianhoth of whom survived, and two senior Sunni religious cleriasith ties
to the Iranian authorities Mamusta Borhan Aalithe leader of Friday prayers in Sanand&j and Mohammad
Sheikh atlslam, the representativeof Kurdistan Provincein the Assembly of Expertd! who wereboth killed.

The restwere arrested over the course of 2010 and 2011, in connection with a number afmed activities
and attacksthat were carried outin Kurdistan Province. Theseincluded: an attack on a traffic police post in
Sanandaj in October 2010 thated to the death offour police officersand one civilian*? a shootout in March
2011 that killed four park rangers in a village near Sanand&jthree separate attacks on diffemt police
posts in Sanandajn March 2011 that killed at leastone police officer andeft two others injured* and the
explosion of two successive sound bombs R~ m~ mAzadi Squarein April 2011.%

On 22 April 2011, the deputy governor of Iran'urdistan Province, Iraj Hassanzadehannouncedthat

intelligence and security forcehiad managed to destroya ®errorist Salafist group called Towhid va Jahad,

which he said was responsible for all of the above armed weiolentincidents.'® According to the

announcement,this outcomewas achieved afteMinistry of Intelligence officials discovered and raided the

fgqnto-r r > ed gntrd hm G rr > m @®@armennantet#%unesdAbdnBrfag R™ m™ mc i +

°S*am'j Ogqnedrrhnm k Mdvr Rhsdr+ ®Sdggqnghrs “ss bjr “mc sgd | gsxqgcnl ne
www.tabnak.ir/fa/pages/?cid=4502%accessed 27 October 2016).

12 Since the establishment of the Islamic Republic in 1979, all Friday Prayer leaders are appointed by the Supreme Leader.

1 The Assembly of ExpertsMajles-e Khobregar) is composed of several dozen Islamic juristsnojtahed) who are tasked with

appointingand removing theSupreme Leaderand supervising his activities.

ZAAB+ ®@ql dc “ss bj nm ° onkhbd rs> shnm hm R m mc i kdes ehud cd c + 6 NI
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2010/10/101007_110_sanandaj_shooting.shtrdccessed 27 October 2016).

BLdggq Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Cds  hkr nel "me "@rtde dd'mpjh cq'mmef d gqmre bislydZllHEIG qalsx gX/n0 0+ ~ u " h
(accessed 27 October 2016).

“Mehr News@f d mbx + ®Cds  hkr ne sgd cdrsqgtbshnm ne ° sdgqqnqbily/aP4aggnt o hm "~ m " ql
(accessed 27 October 2016).

®Ldgg Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Cds  hkr ne dwoknrhnm ne svn rnt mbitly2aMACE&r hm R m mc i
(accessed 27 October 2016).

®Ldgg Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Cds  hkr ne sgd cdrsqtbshnm ne ° shitly/gdP4ppar s f gnto hm
(accessed 27 October 2016).
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@gl “ch+ Rhqgu  m adReyvand‘nThe deputycsaid@@r hie four terrorists killed bore the primary
responsibilityfor the incidents of the past two years and one of them was the main agent behind the
anl ahmf hm R° m’ mcHeaddedth@@this sudtesRfpllowedjan earlieone in March 2011
whenthey inflicted a heavy blow on the group, killing the main people responsible for the March 20killing
of four park rangers.

In their public statementsfollowing the mass executionthe authoritieshave attributed to the executedmen
collectivelya series ofcriminal activities thattook place between 2009 and 20118 However,some of the
men had been arrested months beforesome ofthe incidents attributed to the groupTowhid va Jahad had
occurred. It is not, therefore, clear from the statements what involvemethte arrested men had in the
incidents reported during this period.

Many of the menhad deniedthat they were members othe armed groupTowhidva Jahad or been involved
in armed attacks They maintainedthat they had beentargetedbecause theypromoted Sunni religious
beliefs including throughtaking part in religious seminars and distributing religious reading materialhe
writings and video statements of some of the men suggests thae#e religious beliefs had a strong political

dkdldms sn sgdl+ "mc chgdbskx bg kkdmfdc sgd ¥ xrsdl ne s

Amnesty International has not been able to obtain sufficient independent information to ascertain where the

truth lies between these opposing narratives with respect to each of the executed men. As the authorities
have failed to issue public judgementsangd * gmdc sgd | dm-r k> vxdqgqr °~f°
cases, there is not enough reliable information abotle precise criminal activitieghat each of them was
bg gfdc vhsg ng bnmuhbsdc ne- Sgd n g Hhatsomeyftle meanm-
may have been targeted based on their associations with individuals allegedly involved in armed attacks,
without any evidence pointing to their own direct participation.

3.2PRETRIAL DETENTION

INTERNATIONAL SRIDNDA

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment are prohibited absolutely, in al
circumstances and without exception. Under the ICCPR, Iran mustrespect@an oqnsdbs du:
freedom from torture and otherils qd ~ s| dms ' @qshbkd 6( dudm ®hm
ne sgd m shnm ' @gshbkd 3-0/(-

Qdf "gchmf ®bnmedrr hnmr  n atseatimentdtoeUN ldugantRighys Canmiftes,
charged with overseeing the implementation of the ICCPR, stated unequivocally, in its authoritative
Fdmdg k Bnll dms nm sgd gqhfgs sn dpt khsx aden:
also nontderogable in its entirety, nstatements or confessions or, in principle, other evidence obtained
uhnk shnm ne sghr ognuhrhnm | > x ad hmunjdc " r
emergency, except if a statement or confession obtained in violation of articles used as evidence that
torture or other treatment prohibited by this provision occurred?

Followingtheir arress, the men were held inprolongedsolitary confinementn Ministry of Intelligence
detention centres. During this period, which iany casesexceededtwo years the men wereallowedno
access to theilawyersand were subjected to intense interrogationsTheyalso said they were totured in
ngcdg sn | " jd ®bnme d A Cdmmanrmethogsobtortgrehdyadesaribedincluded n

hmrs rg qh

r gdrd gb
and

Ldgg Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Cds hkr ne sgd cdmsgshsamnm n1d @oghitly/gdP4pin0s f gnthdé  Abkd” |
(accessed 27 October 2016). For the names ofthemerhkkk k d c+ rdd Jtqchrs m-r Hmenql shnm Bntmbhk+ ®ZB"

ne sdggqnqghrsr~ + 20 ddlatiddbtajl/20D13B(dceessedil7 @ctoben201b). *~ s 9

®Rdd+ eng dw Il okd+ Lhmhrsqgx ne HmsTdkkrikenrdristgroug in Sa@a@daj callédiowhgl xa Jahad, s
3 August 2016, available atwww.vaja.ir/Public/lHome/ShowPage.aspx?Object=NEWS&Category|D=35fdZ¥bea-4f8e-9c88-
e3cd19f90928&WebPartID=dd88926ac76c-4319-aea53b5b53bd6090&ID=4cff163e-41ff-449b-b0e1-340c01b513dd (accessed26
October 2016).

19 See, for example, the video statements of Behrouz Shahnazari, Mokhtar Rahimi, and Taleb Maleki recorded dgirdestine mobile
phone from inside prison, available atwww.youtube.com/watch?v=amjW8aAyQ www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9JK1Mdhqz&nd
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfpu6nf4Xy@ccessed 27 October 2016).

20 UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 32, Article 14: Right to equality before courts and tribunals and to a fiair tdN
Doc. CCPR/C/GC/32, 23 August 2007, para. 6.

2 See, for example, the video statements of Behrouz Shahnazari, Mokhtar Rahimi, Taleb Maleki and Shahram Ahmadi, recorded by a
clandestinemobile phone from inside prison, available atwww.youtube.com/watch?v=amjW8aAyQ
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9JK1MdhqgzEmw.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfpubnf4Xyand www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI8qV4G9ank
(accessed 270ctober 2016).
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kicking, punching, beatings with electric batonsflogging, suspension, sleep deprivation and denial of access
to food and medication.

SHAHRAM AHMADI

Shahram Ahmadi was arrested in April 2009 in
Sanandaj as he was on higvay home. He had
said he was shot and beaten on the street by
men from the Revolutionary Guards and taken
hospital where he was interrogated. He was he
in Ministry of Intelligence detention centres in
Sanandaj and Zanjan for 8 months. He was
thentakd m sn Rdbshnm 24/
Oghrnm “mc dudmst  kkx
During his pretrial detention, which lasted
almost three years, he was not allowed access
a lawyer or to his family and was held in solitan
Shahram Ahmadprivate confinement for prolonged pends .2

Shahram Ahmadi told Amnesty International that his interrogators repeatedly tortured hingluding by
kicking and punching him, denying him food and medication, depriving him of sleep, subjecting him to
electric shocks and making threats against his family members. Hésosaid that he was interrogated for
up to 20 hours a day.He met his stateappointed lawyer for the first time at his triabn 2 October 20122

Shahram Ahmadi was among thprisonersd wd bt sdc hm Qi " -h Rg gq Oc

KAVEH SHARIFI

Kaveh Sharifi wasrrested by Ministry of
Intelligence officials in Sanandaj in October
2009.

In an audio message leaked from prison, he
said hewasheld for 21 months in a Ministry of
Intelligence detention facility in Sanandaj
without access to his family or a lawyer.

Kaveh Sharifi saidhat, during his months of
detention in solitary confinementintelligence
officialsrepeatedly subjected him to physical
and mental torture in order to extract
®bnmedrrhnmr~ sg s v

Kaveh ShafiPrivate

According to an online letter attributed to his motherhis family had no information about his fate and
whereabouts for the first 124 days after his arrest. They subsequently learned that he had suffered
internal bleeding as a result of torture and lost consciousness for 48 houfs.

Kaveh Sharifi was amongthe g hr nmdqgr dwdbtsdc hm Qi -h Rg ¢

22 Amnesty Internationalvas able to talk to Shahram Ahmadivhen he was inprison and had access to aclandestinemobile phone.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hq m9 E bhmf dwdbtshnm "~ esdqg gleatsx+
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/2952/2015/enkee also video statement by Shahram Ahmadi, recorded orclandestinemobile
phone from inside prison, available atvww.youtube.com/watch?v=UI8qV4G9anfaccessed 27 October 2016).

me °

#J k"1 d+ ®Kdssdg ax sgd®@alcmskgkd g nemco ga@qr mngd orrg ~ Jg huechg bit.ly/2e0QkBd o s d | ad q

(accessed 27 October 2016).
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MOKHTAR RAHIMI

Mokhtar Rahimi was arrested by Ministry of
Intelligence officials in Sanandaj in October
2009.

In a videomessage leaked from prison, he sait
he was held for six months in a Ministry of
Intelligence detention facility in Sanandaj
without access to his family or a lawyer.
Mokhtar Rahimi said that during this period,
intelligence officials repeatedlyortured him,
including by kicking and punching him and
beating him with electric batons. The torture
v r oghl “ghkx “hldc °
recorded on video®

Mokhtar RahienPrivate

Lnjgs g Q ghlh r > hc sg s hmsdgqgnf sngr oqgqnl hr
bghldr sg' s gd r > hc gd g c mns b n Wdsbansfedred tacZafanv
Prison, in northcentral Iran, where he spent another 10 days in solitary confinement in aell that he
said hadno ventilation and smelled extremely fouHe had no contact with the outside world during this
period. He wassubsequentlymoved to a Ministry of Intelligence detention centre in Zanjan and heldere
for 27 months. In his video message, Mokhtar Rahimi describeldaving no privacy during this period
because the authorities had place a security camera in his celthat recorded him even when he was in
the bathroom and showerMokhtar Rahimiwastran edgqgqdc sn Qi ~-h Rg~ ggq
sentenced to death in March 2013, after one or two brief sessions before a Revolutionary Court in Tel
He met his lawyer for the first time at his trial.

Mokhtar Rahimiwas among the prisonersexecdtc hm Qi “-h Rg~ gq Oqhrni

BARZAN NASROLLAHZADE

Barzan Nasrollahzadeh was arrested by
Ministry of Intdligence officials in Sanandaj,
Kurdistan Provinceon 29 May 2010 He was
17 years old at thetime of his arrest?

Amnesty International was told by one of his
bdkk | “sdr hm Q inéofh
the officials shot him in his abdomen, causinc
injuries to his spleen for which he did not
receive adequate medical care.

He was subsequentlyheld for several months
in a Ministry of Intelligence detention facility it
Sanandaj without access to his familgr a

lawyer.

e . SRS

Barzan Nasrollahz&iBhivate

He has said that, during this period, intelligence officials tortured him, including by using an electric
shock device,suspending him upside down, and beating himHe met his courtappointed lawyer for the
first time at his trial on 21 August 2013Barzan Nasrollahzadelg d I “ hmr nm cd  sg g
Prison.

2 Statement ofMokhtar Rahimirecorded on aclandestinemobile phone from inside prison, available at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9JK1Mdhqgzccessed 27 October 2016).

2 Amnesty International Growing up on death row: The death penalty and juvenile offenders in Iréindex: MDE 13/3112/2016), 26
January 2016, available atwww.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3112/2016/en/
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Hm sgdhg ehqgrs | nmsgr n eegendralyleftinthe dark alsogt the legdlstatusnde " | hk hdr v
the exactwhereabouts of their loved ones. Some of the men were allowed a brief phone call several months

after their arrest only to tell their families that they were fine without being able to gang further information

on their conditions or whereabouts. The families who were allowed visits after several months described their

gdk shudr " r 2®t mgdbnf mhy akd -

®H v ' r " kknvdc sn uhrhs | x rnm ° e $uskinandhoe
Gd knnjdc dwsqgdldkx rjhmmx “~mc dmeddakdc-

Mother of one of the executed prisoners, Sept&mber 2016

3.3TRIAIAND APPEAL

The trial of each the 25 executedmen consisted of one or two brief sessiorsefore a Revolutionary Court in
Tehran Amnesty International understands that these trial sessions often took plamesr one or two years
afterthe | d marrest. Although they wereeach represented by a lawyeduring the trial the men reported
that they were notpermitted to meet withtheir lawyersbefore their trials began. Amnesty International
understands that he lawyes were not allowed to examine thie case files until shortly before the trials began
and, even then, wereonly allowed to review thdiles at the Revolutionary Court and take handwritten notes.

Information received by Amnesty International from the men and their families plus an undated judgement

from Branch 31 of the Supreme Court which corerns the case 0f26 men indicate thatthe courts ignored

s g d |allegatians of tortureand failed toorder any investigation into themS g d ®b n mevbichthéd n mr —
men allegedhad been obtained under torture were notexcluded by the Court and were used as evidenceto
securetheir convictions.

The men weresubsequentlyconvicted ofthe vaguely worded crime oRnmity against God (moharebeh)
through®I| dl adgr gho "~ mc rt oorrfgquwhidwadhad g dncs ®pqmuaokus | dgst &dm baghl t
s d g qgnqh rasd senteredd to maath

Thet mc " sdc i tcfdl dms @EupreseConnthdgresged thencases-b?6 menwho are
believed to have beerarrestedbetween2009 and 2011 and whosenamesare mentionedin the previous
section?® The judgementnoted that the death sentences of sevenf thesemen + Kambiz Abbasj Varia
Amiri, Erfan Naderiadeh, Keykhosro SharafipourVahed Sharifi PourMohammad Yaser Sharifi Pouand
Foad Yousefi+ werefinal as they hadnot sought an appeal. These men are believed to remain on death
row°

It dismissed the appealsf 17 men, 13 of whomwere among those executed on 2 AugusiShahram
Ahmadi, Farzad Honarjouy Varia GhaderiMohammad Gharibi KaniMohammad Keyvan KarimiOmid
Mahmoudi, Keywan Momenifard Bahman Rahimi Mokhtar Rahimi Mohammad Yavar RahimiPouria
Mohammadi Omid Peyvandj and Sayed Shahou Ebrahin)i* and four of whom remain on death row@mar
Ghader Abdollah Mohammad Ahmad Sharif Farshid Naseri Khaliland Barzan Nasrollahzadeh®?

It quashed theconvictions, and consequently the death sentences, of the other two merFarzad
Shahnazariand Teimour Naderit and referred their cases to a court of first instance for retriathey are
currently awaiting retrial

The content of the judgementndicatesthat the Supreme Court considered the appeals in a summary
fashion. The judgement doesot addressthe argumentsof lawyes who submittedthere was no evidence
pointing to theirb k h dneossement in armed actities, nor does ittake issue withthe seriousand multiple
violationsn e s gd ° b btb a fdirctrialrThecelisfalgomno clear explanation in the judgement as to why

7@ mdr s x Hmintbryiew withhsanenof the nmen and their families and lawyers, 2016 (names withheld for security reasons).
2 Interview with Amnesty International, September 2016 (name withheld for security reasons).

2 See Annex |.

32 The basis on which the authorities have so far spared these men, who have confirmed death sentences, from execigionclear to
Amnesty International

31 Amnesty International has not seen the court judgemeint the caseof the remaining 12 executed mennamely Alam Barmashti, Taleb
Maleki, Ahmad Nasiri, Edris Nemati, Amjad Salehi, Behrouz Shahnazari, Kaveh Sharifi, Arash Sharifi, Kaveh Veysee, Hekmat Araq
Hamzeh Qelahvo, and Ali Abdolkarim Shemirani.

%2The basis on which the authorities have so fapared these men, who have confirmed death sentences, from executi@unclear to
Amnesty International
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the Supreme Court quashed the convictions of two men but upheld the convictionstioé others. The
judgement consists of just over five pages, and deals with the cases of the men collectively.

Written incoherently andriddled with grammar and punctuation mistakesit simply lists the names of 17
men and states:

@®After consideritige cart file (which consists of 9 volumes and 3942 pages in total), the repol
of Intelligence officiads\dthe statements and confessions of some of the accused throughout
investigation stage, ghan the fact that ttleimsnadéy the efendants and their lawgbmut the w
they confessedliring the investigation sfamgplicitlyeferencing their torture allegations] are

unacceptatie sgd fthks ne sgd ~anud 06 odnokd

Undated judgemerBiayp g 20 ne Hg m-r Rtogdl d Bntgs

The right of people convicted of crimes to appeal the convictianand sentencez is an essential element of

the right to a fair trial The roleof appeal courtsis to ensure that a conviction resulting from prejudicial errors

of law or fact, orviolationsn e s g d sridhts, tdoesinot-become finalUnder Article 14(5) of the ICCPR,

®Dudgxnmd bnmuhbsdc ne ° bghl d r gehckkeingreviewedbyad qgqhf gs sn g
ghfgdg sghatm >k ~bbngchmf sn k >v-"—

The UN Human Rights Committee has clarified that states parties are obligedensure that appeal courts

®@eview substantively, both on the basis of sufficiency of the evidence and of the lave tonviction and

rdmsdmbd+ rtbg sg s sgd oqnbdctgd ~ kkn#%Thismeagsthatt d bnmr hcd
the appeal courtmust objectively and impartially review the allegations against the individual in detail,

consider the evidence sbmitted at trial, and render a reasoned judgement about the sufficiency of the

incriminating evidence?* The InterAmerican Commissioron Human Rightshas stated that @peal courts

must examinenot only the grounds for appeal but alsavhether due process wa observed throughout the

judicial proceedings®

Hm sghr b rd+ ax c h rinasummaryfashien griwithodt previding aoy substaativeor

detailedreasonsfor doingse- Hq ™ m-r Rt oqdl d Bnt qs umeakinglddewsonfgd | dm-r qh
their conviction and senteie by a higher court.The right to a fair trial requirs courts to give reasons for

their judgements in particular to protect against arbitrarinesas well as enable appeal#

Amnesty International believes that atixecutions violate the right to life. Although this view is not yet
universally accepted, international human rights bodies agree that it is a violation of the right to life to pass a
death sentence and execute a person after criminal proceedings that Wi fair trial guarantees’

3% UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 32, Article 14: Right to equality before courts and tribunals and to a fiair tdN
Doc. CCPR/C/G32, 23 August 2007, para. 48.

3% Amnesty InternationalFair Trial Manual+ Second Edition(Index: POL 30/002/2014), 9 April 2014, available at:
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/POL30/002/2014/en/

% Case 9850(Argentina), InterAmerican Commission (1990), Sectiotil, para. 18, available at:
www.cidh.oas.org/annualrep/90.91eng/Argentina9850.htrifaccessed 27 Octber 2016).

% UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 32, Article 14: Right to equality before courts and tribunals and to a fiair tdN
Doc. CCPR/C/GC/32, 23 August 2007, paras 29, 4Btadjianastassiou v. Greec€12945/87), European Court of Human Rights (1992),
para. 33; Apitz Barbera et al v. Venezueldnter-American Court (2008), para.78.

37 See for instance UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 32, Article 14: Right to equality before courts and tribuaradsto
a fair trial, UN Doc CCPR/C/GC/32, 23 August 2007, para. 59.
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4. INDISCLOSED
JUDGEMENT

As of November 2016, there was little reliable information available abdié precise criminal activitieghat

each of the executed merhad beencharged with and convicted of. This lack of information resulted

primarily from the environment of censorship and fear created by the authorities and their refusatdtease

the judgements ofthe Revolutionary Court in Tehranyhich convicted andimposedthe death penalty on the

men executedon 2 August. Intelligence and security officialeave alsowarneds g d | d m- against v x d qr
disclosingthe details of their case<o media outlets or human rights groups

These practices violatdkd g = m- r  n ankrhtf g dsahyngrigenem® rehdered in a criminal case or in a
suit at law shallbe made public ' vhsg bdgs  hm dwbdoshnmr migicleqdkdu ™ ms sn
14(1) of the ICCPR

The obligationtoensures g~ s b nt gsr - i tpalicddpdrtrosmakingtgedadnbinisttatdon of

justice public and open to public scrutiny.The European Court of Human Rights has explained that

judgement is considered public if it is pronounced orally in a session of the court open to the public or, if the
itcfdldms hr vghssdm+ hs hr ogqgnuhcdc sn sgd o gshdr =~ mc
registry3

Hg m-r b qghl h ndods not abideshythits thternationalhdirhan rightsobligationand has noclear

legal provisionswith regardto making court judgements publicly availableArticle 380 of the2015 Code of

Criminal Procedureonly makes it mandatory for authorities to provide the parties withwaritten copy of the

judgement. Even here however Note 2 to the Article® removes thisrequirement in cases involvingffences
against®lecency or national securit¢  ~r vdkk “r vgdqgd sgd itcfdldms ®bnms  h
haramZqgdkhf hntr kx engahccdm\ emguchscgsds, theNdtestatéeshthem™ ms sn j mnv °
judgementmust be pronouncedto the parties in an inperson session and the parties can take note¥he

lawyers ofthe men executed on 2 August seem to have beeallowed to review the judgements at the

Revolutionary Court and take written notes.

The lack of publicaccess to court judgementshrough a public registethasresultedinHg > m-r bghl hm™ k it r
systemoften beingshrouded in secrecy particularlyin death penalty and national securityelated cases,
and made research on human rights issueparticularly difficult.

Human rights groupshave had torely on victims of human rights violations, their families ardwyers
shaiing as much information as they couldegardingcourt judgements However in many cases including
those discussed in this reportthis has not been a smooth or easy process becaugamily members and
lawyershave beenafraid of harassment and imprisonmenor have simply not had the technologicalmeans
to share court documents through secure means.

38 Sutter v. Switzerland8209/78), European Court of Human Rights (1984), paras 334.
3 A Note (tabsarel) is an explanatory paragraph attached to an articlef the lawthat clarifies the scope of the article andn some cases
provide exceptions.
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5. LEHUMANIZATOBN
EXECUTED PEOPLE
ANIDDEATH ROW
INMATES

5 0 SDKPVMERRPKRHMBER

Within less than 24 hours after th& Augustmass execution the Iranian authorities embarked on anedia
campaign, apparentlyto dehumanizethe executed menand those on death rowfrom the same groupin the
eyes of the public to convince the public of their guilland to justify their executions

State-controlled websiteswere flooded with dozens ofilm traile-r s x kd ®b nmedrr hnm~ uhcdnr ed"’
of the executed ment® These videosveres * j dm egnl knmfdg ®cnbtl dms > ghdr ™~ aqn’
televisionbetween 2012 and 2016. Those featured in the videos includéaveh Sharifi Kaveh Veysege

Shahram Ahmadj and Edris Nemati Four Sunni men whohave been held in a Ministry of Intelligece

detention in Sanandaj, KurdistarProvince, since their arrests Bashir ShahnazariSaman Mohammadi

Loghman Aminiand Shouresh Alimoradiare also featured

Thestagel " m> f dc ®bnmedrrhnm cnbtl dms ™ qhdrHm gs gudha@sduntrk -srh n m™ k h
In the depth of darknessand In the orbit of decay and melodramaticbackground music. In some of the

videos, the scenes have been interposed wifimh mct r sgx r knf " mr rtbg r ®bnl hmf rn
dramatic effect??

The people featured in the videos engagén repeated seic d mhf g > shnm+ cdr bghahmf sgdl rdku
mc ®gdhmntr b g h théirpunishment*ySggnd xc d@ bdodoeieddimvelved withthe group

Towhidva Jahad, which they say carried out armed attacks and plotted assassinations@c hr ad k hdudqgqr —

(kuffar).

4 See, for example, Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcastingakfir va terror[Takfir and terror] 3 August 2016, available atbit.ly/2eUuRuwW
(accessed 27 October 2016); Habilian: Iranian Perspectives and News on Terroridbar omghe tariki [In the depth of darkness], 6 August
2016, available at:bit.ly/2e0VArl(accessed 27 October 2016); Otgh-e Khabar 24,Shahram Ahmadi kistwWho is Shahram Ahmadi?],
August 6 2016, available atptaghkhabar24.ir/news/57610(accessed 27 October 2016); FerghehaBar madar-e tabahi: Negahi be jenayat
gorouhak salafiat dar Kurdistaifin the orbit of decay: A look at the crimes of the Salafist group in Kurdistan], 7 August 2016, available at:
bit.ly/2dM73w7 (accessed 27 October 2016); Tasnim News AgencEh k| d d-sdqg e’ s =~ -eterroksttdy @Bidova | h

I " gZSgd bnmedrrhnm ehkl ne sgd dwdbtsdc | dladgr ne sgd sdqggn
bit.ly/2dM9fnp (accessed 27 October 2016).

“1 As noted in section 3.1, he status of their cases and whether they have been sentenced to deathuixclear to Amnesty International.

42 See, for exampleOtaghe Khabar 24,ShahramAhmadi kist?[Who is Shahram Ahmadi?], August 6 2016, available at:
otaghkhabar24.ir/news/57610(accessed 27 October 2016).

“ See, for exampleFergheha,Bar madare tabahi: Negahi be jenayat gorouhak salafiat dar Kurdistfim the orbit of decay: A look at the
crimes of the Salafist group in Kurdistan], Part One, Minute 23:30, 7 August 2016, awdile at: bit.ly/2dM73w7 (accessed 27 October
2016).

a -
o 5
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Hm rnld ne sgd ®bnmedrrhnm  uhcdnr+ sgd | dthe bnl o> gqd sgdl
Islamic State (IS) anctlaims g~ s sgdx ®vntkc g arskthhnS ifwdhadsndtbeen sgnbhshdr v
r s n o ordese videos are interjected with clips showing IS atrocities carried out in Syria and Iraq, which
suggestsandeengs ax sgd "~ tsgnghshdr sn dwoknhs Hg mh m odnokd
rechnm sn itrshex “%gd Il dm-r dwdbtshnmr -

In messages recorded from inside prison using a clandestine mobpaone, the executed menhad said that
sgdx vdgd engbdc recorded dmvidboaf@bsnfferengl monthsrfrarturen the Ministry of
Intelligence detention centresvhere they were held in prolonged solitary confinemettCommon methods
of torture they described included kicking, punchingbeatings with electric batonsflogging, suspension,
sleep deprivation and denial of access to focahd medication.

One of the men,Mokhtar Rahimi describedin a video message leaked from prisohow he was forced to
® b n meacrimes that he had not committecturing the sixmonth period that hewas held n solitary
confinement and suffered physicatorture repeatedly

® felt | had no options left and | could nanlyemre abuse and torfure S grdekigence officials]
took me before a camera and told me that my case would be closed and they would release
s gdx s n lowevel thegesnpdlt myGtatements onan@batwas used convict me

Mokhtar Rahjiviarch 2013

Another man Kaveh Sharifi reported in a video message leaked from prison that when filming the
®bnmedrrhnmr + sgd hmsdqggnf > sngr snkc ghl gnv sn qd c gh
speak the words or display the facial emotions as instructed.

®S g d ylofimehigersce prepared six pages [of written text] and asked me to memorize th
for almost two hours a day until | had the information completely memorized. Then they ma
of a camera. They even told me how | shouldhmaods and keep a happy face so that no one v
suspect | was held in solitary confinemetreateati. | was forced to follow their instructions so tt
vntkecm-s ots |I'd hm I ngd cheehbtks bnmchst

Kaveh Sharifi, June.2014

Amnesty Internatioml hasalsofound several inconsistenciebetween the videoswhich indicates thatthe
®b n me d are likelyrtorhave been scriptedincluding where the videodink the men to crimes that
occurred months after thér arress.

For example, in the video entitled akfir and terrof Kaveh Sharifi|tb nmedr rdr =~ sn adhmf sgd | ~r s
behind a plan to assassinate senior Sunni cleric Mamusta Borhan Aali in September 20®Blowever, in

another video,entitled In the orbit of decayheir ed st qdc sn ®bnmedrr sg° s ghr bnl
Lltrs° Angg m @ kh nts ne ronms mdntr |  khbd "~ mc vhsgnt
knowledge?®

Another man,Kaveh Veysegis repeatedly implicatedin the videos as the person who issuectligiousfatwas
in support of the four assassinations that occurred in Sananda) September 2002 However, in a media

®h ms d g u h d v-controlled veebsite, whish wasipublished after his execution in August 2016aveh
Veyseen mk x ®b n me participation in a; April®0® attack orthe headquarters of the Special Unit
of Iranian Police on MohammadieliRoad in Sanandaj He says that he did not know any of the men arrested

4 See, for example, Habilian: Iranian Perspectives andeM's on TerrorismDar omghe tariki[In the depth of darkness], Part One, Minute
4:32, 6 August 2016, available atbit.ly/2e0VArl(accessed 27 October 2016).

4 See, for example, the video statements of Behrouz Shahnazari, Mokhtar Rahimi, Taleb Maleki and Shahram Ahmadi, recorded by a
clandestinemobile phone from inside prison, available atwww.youtube.com/watch?v=amjW8aAyQ
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9JK1Mdhgz&ww.youtube.com/watch?v=Hfpubnf4Xya@and www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI8qV4G9ank
(accessed 27 October 2016).

6 Statement ofMokhtar Rahimirecorded on aclandestinemobile phone from inside prison, available at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9JK1Mdhqgzccessed10 November2016).

47 Statement of Kaveh Srifi recorded on aclandestinemobile phone from inside prison, available at
www.youtibe.com/watch?v=7iBLcjL43f§accessed 27 October 2016).

8 |slamic Republic of Iran BroadcastingTakfir va terrorff Takfir and terror] 3 August 2016, Part Two, available abit.ly/2eUuRuwW
(accessed 27 October 2016).

49 Aparat, Bar madare tabahi[ln the orbit of decay], Part Two, Minute 8:00, 28 February 2016, available dtit.ly/2e1dERF(accessed 27
October 2016).
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for their alleged membership in the groug@ owhid va Jahadprior to his imprisonment and had no knowledge
of or involvement in the assassinations that took place several months after his arfést.

Agn  cb’ r shmf e n exbadted thRobgh tartuck is i deniahof human dignity for the prisoners
and their families and a sepus violation of their rightsnder Article 14 of the ICCPR, Iran is legally obliged
to respect and protect the rights oéll defendant to the presumpton of innocence and notto be compelled

to incriminatethemselves Under Article 7 of the ICCPR, as well as rules of customary international law, Iran
is obliged to respect and protect the right of accused persoms freedom fromtorture or other cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatmen or punishment

The mental anguishcaused to familiesoy® b nmedr r hnm~ uhcdnr sg° s pupgtt |
to show their guilt for serious crimesiolatesthe prohibitionon cruel, inhuman and degradingtreatment
under Atrticle 7 of thelCCPR%!

"mhyd

s g

Statecontrolledanchdr sg° s g ud addm hmunkudc hm sgd o,gnctbshnm

including in this caselslamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), Press TV and an organization cdlle
Habilian Association share responsibilityfor the human rightsviolatbns committed against the men featured

in their productions and their families @l mdr sx Hmsdgm >  shnm k-r qgdrd qgqbg

closelywith intelligence and sectuity officials, who frequently subject detainees to torture or othek ill
treatment in order to obtainvideeyd bnqcdc ®bnmedrr hnmr = -

5.2 INFLAMMATORENENTS

As part of ther attempts todehumanize the execuied men, as well asthose still on deathrowHq * m- r
Prosecutor Geeral Mohammad Jafar Montazestated in a media interview vth state televisioron 3 August:
® S gexecutedmen committed any crime thattheyg * ¢ s gd n o o ey sommittesl murdem.kille®
women and children, caused destructin, acted against national securityand killed Sunni religious leaders
hm rnld Jtg®hrg qdf hnmr -~

rgnvr s

The justice department of Kuréstan Province™ mmnt mbdc nm 1 @t ftrs sg' s ®vhsg

and in line with the implementation of &/ine law  esdgath sentences against &errorist group whose

g mcr vdgd rs hmdc vhsgwaecdrieddunnc ne ntqgq bnl o sqghnsr ™

®Sgd S jehgh sdggnghrs fgnto g ¢ addm dr ¢
God], armed activiiieside the country, killings and assassinations of innocent people [includi
Kudr s " m-r c¢cd  q qdkhf hntr rHrgkn'kl® grmecs gld® It rgss
bombed several locations in Sanandaj, carried out armed phdgeesibdEry shops, distributed

poisonus food among citizens indtamB] n u h amd dttAcked police stations.

Statement from the justice department of Kurdist&h Province

The Ministry of Intelligencesimilarly issued a statement, and attributed to the exead mena long list of
criminal activities includingfour incidents of assassinations, 12 incidents of armed confrontations with
security and intelligence forces andiz incidents of armed robberie$*

L rggqdfg Mdvr+ ®Sgd Bnmedrrhnmr ne °~ S’ jehadt20l6aavdiableat:gd ~ss bj
bit.ly/2akKxMWD(accessed 27 October 2016).

51 For cases where the way families of mict victims were affected constituted torture or other-tteatment of the families, see for instance
Elena Quinteros Almeida and Maria del Carmen Almeida de Quinteros v. Urugud) Human Rights Committee, UN Doc. CCPR/C/OP/2
(1990), para. 14; Kurt v. Turkey (24276/94), European Court of Human Rights (1998), para. 13Blake v. Guatemalalnter-American

Court (1998), para. 116;L'affaire ministere public contre Hissein HabréExtraordinary African Chambers, 16 March 2016, para. 587.

2Hg " m-r Ghfg Bnt mbhk e n@enett Therenis i@ lerimg that exec®ed qakfiddgbgtnsqgnhar sr vnt kc mns

6 August 2016, available atwww.humanrightsiran.ir/news51572.aspx (accessed 27 October 2016).

®L rggqdfg Mdvr+ ®Sgd dwdbt shthgngmehsgdf 4dli adgEmnphgqdsSI hegbgh 4 @ adds

available at:bit.ly/2eK60JK (accessed 27 October 2016).

5 MinistryofIntek hf dmbd+ ®@ r t | | ° q xTakfirigerrarigt group ib Sahandajscalletiowhid ea Jahgdd3 August 2016,
available at:www.vaja.ir/Public/lHome/ShowPage.aspx?Object=NEWS&Cate @x$bfd205a-597a-4f8e-9c88-
e3cd19f90928&WebPartID=dd88926ac76c-4319-aea53b5b53bd6090&ID=4cff163e-41ff-449b-b0e1-340c01b513dd (accessed 26
October 2016).
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@r vhsg sgd uh e n s®bnrewEitestbntratiribute to the mes collectivelya wide range of

criminal activitiesand do not clarify what involvement the men had in each of the reported incidents

particularly when the incidents toolplace months after someof the men had been arrested.This approach

provides a skewed descriptiomf eventsand disparages the dignity and reputation of theexecuted menand

their families. It further raises concerns that the authorities may haveonvictedthemenne ®d ml hsx ~f > hmr s
F n cbased on their assoiations with one anotheand without any conclusive evidence thahey had each

taken part in armedattacks.
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6. LEGARACKGROUND
NM ®DMLHSX

NC

Article 183ne Hq m-r nkc sthtek+ | &@@mxOdard ckr BBm cqddr ngqs hmf s
breach public security and freedom will be considered mohareb[enemy of God] and amofsed felarz
[corrupter on earth}

H g * new Islamic Penal Codewhich came into effect in May2013, differentiates betweenthe crimes of
®d ml hsx ~ fmohamnebet)ald®b n g §t o s h refsade felad). Agtisleg279 of the Code
definesmoharebehas:® j hmf to “~qlr vhsg sgd hmsdmshnm ne
order tocause fear among them in a manner that causes insecurity in tfjpublic] space. Whenever a

person takes up arms against one or a few specific individuals because of personal disputes and his acts are

not directed at the public and whenever a person takag arms but due to his inability does not cause
insecurity, they shall not be considerednohareb.™

AmnestyHms dgm shnm  k g ' r qdod sdckx cdokngdc sgd k

Fnc™ hm Hg mh™m k v tsbmad definittom hdscbeen subjdcitawidely diffgringsandh
arbitrary interpretations, leading to violations of the right to lifeder international human rights law® The
cimene ®dml hsx ~f > hmrs Fnc  dmbnl o’ r rmnbtinvolve imertibnald g
killing, which is the required hresholdfor using the death penalty underinternational human rights lawand
standards®®

Up until the new Islamic Penal Code came into effeéh 2013, any member or supporter of an organization

that sought to overthrow the Islamic Republic byrocuring arms was consideredn®d md |l x ne Fnc

n

Zs "’

“bj

ne

j hmf\

ne

bghl hr

(mohareb) even if they did not individually take part in the military activities of the organizatiébDe ed b s hu d

efengsr =~ madysudhanhndibidud wards furthering the goals of the organization would have
resulted in them being considered anohareb™ r knmf ~r sgdx g ¢ jmnvkdcfd
positions®’

% Amnesty InternationalFlawedrd e n g | r 8ewi€@agde of Criminal Proceduréindex: MDE 13/2708/26), 11 February 2016, pp. 24
26, available at:www.amnesty.org/en/documets/mde13/2708/2016/en/, and Growing up on death row: The death penalty and juvenile
offenders in Iran(Index: MDE 13/3112/2016), 26 January 2016, pp. 1819, available at:
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3112/2016/en/

®“@gshbkd 5"1( ne sgd HBBOQ ognuhcdr sg s ®r dms dmhidhexpertslcade” s g
interpreted as being restricted to intentional killings. See for instance the reports of the Special Rapporteur on extragldsummary or
arbitrary executions, UN Doc. A/HRC/4/20 (2007), paras 53, 65, available at:
www.extrajudicialexecutions.org/application/media/A_HRC_4_20.pdhd UN Doc. A/67/275 (2012), para. 67, available at:
www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/67/275

5"The 1996 Islamic Penal Code, Article 187.
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For years, thelranian authoritiesrelied onthis provisionto sentence to deathindividuals who weremembers,
supporters and sympathizers of armed opposition groufsit had not taken up arms against the state
themselves®®

Hqg =~ m-IslamimBenal Coderestrics gd r bnod ne sgd bqgh lodituatians vinenah hsx °~ f ° hmr
individual personally resort$o the use ofarms ®s pdghmsdmshnm ne s’ j hmf odnokd-r k
honour and in order to cause fear among them in a manner that causesinseaux hm sgd Zotakhb\ r o’ |

Nonetheless, his definition continues to suffer froma severe lack of legal precisiorArticle 279 of the Code

failstoclarifygnv " m “bs | trs ad b  dngeculitgin thet[mblid} space .Nordlaesis n ®b "t r d
establish clearcriteriae ng vg s dw’ bk x bb gims s h sAtticdedprgsdribas the use of g d

the death penalty, in breach of international human rights laand standards for circumstances where an
hmchuhct " k-r "~ bshilognoflfgg  ud mns qgdrtksdc hm

Rhmbd sgd "cnoshnm ne sgd 1/02 Hrk> I hb Odm k Bncd+ |~ mx
under the previous Islamic Penal Code have submitted a special request to the Supreme Court known as an

® ookhb’  shnm’ eaimgs).dqeseqdyiests have asked the Supreme Court to quash the

"ookhb > msr- bnmuhbshnmr "mc fqgqg ms sgdl " gdsgh* k sn dw’ |
cdehmhshnm k dkdldmsr ne ®dmlhsx ~f > hmrs Fnc  tmcdg sgd

However,courts and Public Prosecutorappear not tobe implementing even the broad requirements ofhe

new provisionsunders gd 1/ 02 Hr k> I hb Odm  k Bncd bnmbdgmhmf ®&dml hsx
by Amnesty International suggests that scores of individuals have been executed or are held on death row or

hl oghrnmdc eng khed nm sgd bgoegdente beieg pskemdd toshe courtt * hmr s Fnc
that they havebeen involved in planning, organizing or taking part in preparatisto carry outarmed

attacks®®

This appears to have been the case for some of the Sunni men executed on 2 August as well. Havirgnbe
sentenced to death under the old Islamic Penal Code, they had sought retrial from tepreme Court
arguingthat they had notparticipated in armed activitiesand that their casesdid not, therefore,meetthe
definitional elementsn e  ®d ml h s x ~moharebef) inshe Z013 Islamic Penal CodeDespite this,the
Supreme Court denied thi requests without givingletailed reasons orproviding any evaluation of the
sufficiency of the evidence submitted at trial.

®Eng dw lokd+ rdd @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hqg  m9 Fgnk I gdy ™ Jgnrg uh R u’
available atwww.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/030/2014/en/

“@ mdr sx Hms dPm’ls thrknd'ck J t&Hchrg vnldm s ghrj ne fnhmf akhmc9 Ydxm a | k' k
2016, available at:www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4931/2016/en/
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/.FARASSMBEAND IEL
TREATMENFAMILY
MEMBERS

The mass executiorof 2 August was carried out in an atmosphere of fear and secrecy, and without notice to

sgd | dm- befoe thé dakdhakecutionOn 1 August, worrying reports surfacethat prison guards

had raided Section10oRa * - h Rg gg Oghrnm+ rg bjkdc sgd cd sg gnv ogq|
section, and transferred them to an unknown location, possibly in preparation for their executions. Prison

officials subsequently telephoned the families of some of the men on the mmg of 2 August to inform them

that they were to be executed and that they should come to the prison by 3pm for a final visit.

However, later that same day, as the families were kiag their way from their home in Kurdistan Province
to the prison, inteligence officials called the families and said they must go to tloffice of the Legal

Medicine Organizatiorof Iran (a state forensic institution under the supervision of the judiciary) in Kahrizak,
south of Tehran, to receive the bodies of their loved es.

When the families reached the Office of the Legal Medicine Organization in Kahrizak, they were informed
that they were not allowed to take the bodies awayr forivate burials in their hometowns. Instead,they said
Ministry of Intelligence officialsdok them and the bodies from theoffice of the Legal Medicine Organization
to the Behesht Zahra Cemetery in Tehran where they buried the medfamilies said the officials gave them
no opportunity to provide consent for the burial or otherwise.

The authorities failure to notify the families of the scheduledxecutiondate of their loved ones, and their
subsequent refusal to return the bodies to the families for private buriamounts to inhuman treatment of
the families, in violation of article 7 of the ICCPR, to which Iran is a pafty.

Amnesty International understands thafollowing the mass executionintelligence officials harassed the
families andthreatenedthem with detention if they held memaorial ceremonies or talked about the
experiences of their deceased relatives

The families of some of the men who remain on death row were also subjected to such intimidation and
harassment, in an apparent effort to make access toformation about the number and identity of those
executed and the circumstances surrounding their executions more difficult.

Little information remains available about the situation tife death row inmates who are at risk of execution.

% UN Human Rights CommitteeNatalia Schedko v.Belarus Communication No. 886/1999, UN Doc. CCPR/C/77/D/886/1999 (1999)
para. 10.2.
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RIGHTS OFIEl®8 OF PERSONE&RSERND TO DEATH

The lack of transparency with regard tohe date of the scheduled executionis consideed to increasethe
mental trauma of persons sentenced to death andegativelyimpact on thar families.

The UN Human RightsCommittee has stated thaauthoritiesmust®d mr t gqd s g~ s h ml
their families are given reasonable advance notice of the scheduled date and timenfexecution, with a
view to reducing the psychological suffering caused by the lack ofrtunity to prepare themselves for
s g h r .94 The Committee has stated that failing to be transparent about the fate of an individual,
including by withholding information from families about imminent executions, could itself constitute a
human rights violation®

The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and other cruel, inhuman or deading treatment or punishment
hassaidthat®Zr \ dbgdbx ~mc sgd gdetr k sn g mc nudq
capital punishment, highlighting the eed for total transparency and avoidance of harm to innocents in t
vgnkd ognbdrr~ "mc b kkdc nm Rs sdr sn ®dmc s

sn bnmcdl mdc oghrnnmdgr "~ mc sgdhg e | hkhdr -

In its resolution 30/50f 1Octod g 1/ 04+ sgd TM Gtl "m Qhfgsr Bnt

children whose parents or parental caregivers are on death row, the inmates themselves, their families
their legal representatives are provided, in advance, with adequate informatabout a pending execution
its date, time and location, to allow a last visit or communication with the convicted person, the return ¢
the body to the family for burial or to inform on where the body is located, unless this is not in the best
interestsn e s gd bghkc ™

61 UN Human Rights CommitteeConcluding observations of the Human Rights Committee, Japa80 October 2008, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/JPN/CO/5, para. 16.

2 See, for example, UN Human Rights Committe®atalia Schedko v. Belarus3 April 2003, Communication No. 886/1999, UN doc.
CCPRI/C/77/D/886/1999Mariya Staselovich v. Belarys3 April 2003, Communication No. 887/1999, UN doc. CCPR/C/77/D/887/1999; and
Concluding observations of the UN Human Rights Committee, Botswana, UN D&CPR/C/BWA/CO/1, 28 March 2008, para. 13.

% UN General Assembly|nterim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment Note by the SecretanGeneral 9 August 2012, A/67/279, para. 52.

54 Resolufon adopted by the Human Rights Council on 1 October 2015: The question of the death penalty,

A/HRC/30/L.11/Rev.1 12 October 2015, para. 4.
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8. CONCLUSESAND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The cases of the Sunni men who were executddm Q ° ihr Pridon oR2Augustare appallingexamples

of the human rights violationghat are commoninHg * m-r b qghl hm k \iofatiorsihclhudethe xr sdl - Sgd
denial of access toa lawyerthroughoutthe investigationstage; the use of torture and other ireatment; the
“clhrrhnm ne ®bnmedrrhnmr nas hmdc tmcdg sngstqgd “~r duh

facilities to prepare a deface; and the failure to conduct public hearings and issue public, reasoned
judgements.

As of November 2016, there was still little reliable informationavailable abouthe precise criminal activities
that each of theexecutedmen had beencharged withand convicted of. The lack of information resulted
primarily from the environment of censorship and fear created by the auttittes, which have refused to
issue public reasoned judgements in order to allowthe public to know the facts and legal groundsn which
the courtsrelied toconvictthe menn e  ®d ml h s x (moharebet).rMinistFy ofdntelligance officials
have harassedand intimidateds g d | familiesand lawyersand warned themagainst discloéing the
details of their cases.

Faced withwidespread condemnation, the authoritiebaveresorted to various propaganda tactics in order to

dehumanize theexecuted menin the eyes of the public and justify their executiorThese have included

gdkd > rhmf mtldgntr ®bnme d rets &nd issuingsdveral inflamnatory stagements. | dch™ nt
In both cases, he victimsare described™ r  ® s d Qelpngipdito arS™ | e h q broup cakedTewhids

va Jahad who deservel their punishment because theyhad allegedlycarried outmultiple armed attacks and

assassinations

However, many of the criminaéctivities thatthese state-controlled mediaoutputs attribute to the mentook
place when some of then were alreadyin detention, having been arrested severahonths earlier. This fact
aggraates concernsthat the men may have been sentenced to death in the absence of aognclusive
evidenceproving their participation inarmed attacks

Sgd ®bnmedrrhnm uhcdnr Hao mmelhgknce andssecurisy dorces gnthictheéldv s d ms s n v g
the men in prolonged solitary confinement andonducted the interrogationsrepeatedlyviolated ther rights

to remain silent during questioning and at triakto benefit fromthe presumption of innocence anchot to be

forced to incriminate themselvesState-controlled bodies that have been involved in the production and

chrsghat shnm ne s gintludihg I®amic RepablicrofiranmBroadoaktiogd(IRIB), Press TV

and an organization calledhe Habilian Associationshare responsibility fothese human rightsviolations.

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception, regardless of the nature of

the crime, the characteristics of the offender, or the method used by the state to carry out the execution.

The deah penalty violates the right to life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and is

the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishmentWhiles gd | i nqgqhsx ne +40@d vngkc-r br
have now fully abolished the death penalignd 140 states across the globe are abolitionist in law or practice

international human rights law still allows for the use of the deapienalty in limited circumstancesthat is for

sgd ®I| nr s r dHplener interdatopmal hdnman rights bodies agre¢hat it is a violation of the right

to life to pass a death sentencen and execute a person after criminal proceedings that violate fair trial

guarantees or for offences thado not involve intertional killing, which is the required hresholdfor using the

death penalty underinternational human rights law.
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Amnesty International calls on all countries that still retain the death penaliigcluding Iran, to immediately
establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the punishmaftbgether

Pending the full abolition of the death penalty, Amnesty International calls on Iran to comply with its
obligations under international human rights law, including by removing from the scope of the death penalty
any offences other than intentioal killing, and ensuring that proceedings in death penalty cases
scrupulously observe all relevant international human rights standards protecting the right to a fair trial,
including full access to a lawyer from the moment of arrest and during the inviggition stage, exclusion as
evidence of any statements or information obtained as a result of torture or othetrdatment, and the right

to an effective appeal and to seek clemency.

Regarding the cases of the Sunni men who remain on death rodunnesty hternationalcalls on the Iranian
authorities to easure that the convictions and death sentences of the Sunni men who remain on death row
are immediately quashed, andhat they are granted &air retrial without recourse to the death penaltthat
excludesany information obtained under torture or other itreatment as inadmissible evidence and strictly
complies with all other international legal provisions protecting the right to a fair trial;

With respect to those executed, the Iranian authorities shouldturn their bodies to their families for private
burial and allow thér families to hold mourning ceremonies, free from harassment and intimidation

In cases where there are allegations of torture, the authorities shoulddertake without delay an
independent, impartial and efficient investigation and ensure thawvhere sufficient, admissible evidence
exists, those suspected of responsibility, including individuals suspected of command or other superior
responsibility for the torture, are prosecuted in fair trials, without recourse to the death penalty

More broady, the Iranian authorities should ed once and for all the practice of producing and posting
®b n me d r r hamdrssue publit, Teasoned judgements in all criminal cases, allowing the public to know
the essential findings, evidence and legal reasoninglied upon to convict and impose sentences.
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9. ANNEK

Sgd enkknvhmf hr ° itcfdldms egnl Ag mbg 20 ne

The judgement noted that the death sentences of seven merKeykhosro SharafipourVaria Amirj Vahed
Sharifi Pour Foad Yousefi Erfan Naderi Zadeh Mohammad Yaser Sharifi Pouand Kambiz Abbasi+ were
final as they had not sought appeal. These men are believed to remain on death row.

It dismissed the appeals of 17 menMohammad Ahmad Sharif Omar GhaderAbdollah, Bahman Rahimi
Mokhtar Rahimj Omid Peyvandi Mohammad Keyvan KarimiMohammad Yavar RahimiPouria
Mohammadi Shahram Ahmadj Farzad Honarjoy Omid Mahmoudi Mohammad Gharibi KaniSayed
Shahou Ebrahimj Varia Ghaderj Farshid NaseriKhalili Keywan Momenifardand Barzan Nasrollahzadeh

Thirteen of these men were among those executed on 2 August and foMahammad Ahmad SharifOmar
Ghader Abdollah,Farshid Naseri Khaliland Barzan Nasrollahzadehremain on death row.

It quashed the convictions, and consequently death sentences, of twoen + Farzad Shahnazarand
Teimour Naderi+ and referred their cases to a Revolutionary Court in Tehran for retrial.

Amnesty International has not seen the court judgemeirt the caseof the remaining 12 executed men,
namely Alam Barmashtj Taleb Maleki Ahmad Nasiri Edris Nematj Amjad Salehj Behrouz Shahnazatri
Kaveh Sharifi Arash Sharifj Kaveh VeysegHekmat Araqi Hamzeh Qelahvaand Ali Abdolkarim Shemirani

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QRTGHIST 2016 EXBECOOH Z3 SUNNI MERNNN

Amnesty International 27

Hqg"

Rt



“wu‘,l;

YAFY oo 30 g uls 4 29 ) U AMS 60y 5 @) 54) £ gmon PR

N 5 (010 BN 0501 YA anis b5 e (6 e F 33 et 5 o5
Jo1 o 39 Lmegio 1 o 0 9500 g Ol g e @ ylye - oudailo
W9 b g OUT Olgeagi 3 (51 0,k (09 4 9o b g ONS 48 i ikina
9 ObT 55900 42190 g G Jo1 30 38 cuogin 31 1 g o og 38 LT
S 90 T 605 515 g 5,108 g Joo g Dlogo g M dugi g 31 91 Loy,
) Wl Gl C8 w9 O Y (Nl (539002 5311y g pLLS L 0] e
29 G g s g iy 30 GESLIL & Glae gl g SN
ol oy g g g wby Sbul g ALY Baa b jeSe by
T3 &8 50 peolh s Ly b 9 GUT 31 o3 1 SIS g (Bl iuscs
2 ol g ¢ gl owigy 39 99290 D g gl K90 g wes 98 sl F
45 819 Custily 31 &) Uyl il g a0 &l 5 04 yolo olsials asiul

RN FYAVIFAe o5 0jla conlys i ol 5 5s0 5
. uots 4+/Y/11

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QRTGHIST 2016 EXBECOOH Z3 SUNNI MERNNN

Amnesty International 28



50 dnd 36T Sy 3 31 GUIN QU g Sl iy Ml e WV
o JT/YY — weeaPP 3 1/V/YY cer PO ) Gy e 59 0 20 000 F9
?hﬂ@ﬂﬁg‘,}w‘w*!fwioﬂuﬁ_W(

1P o3y pie ) Ligee 239 39 P 3y SUBT Yyt s aee oo )
o g iy s (10 isdy e ) e w0 5l g 9 (4RSS
s g3 3 aaigz OF) Iy 3 (Al WY hisy s ) ol )0

) saeai 539 031 596 (85 5 (OFY I g ) Wk NP T e e
f‘-ﬁ*"nﬁ-)w‘ﬂjﬂmuﬂﬁr&m,(“ Sy s
&jﬂf'd’,jﬁﬁ@é,pﬁlw&})flﬁﬁu g 0F I
o € il 23,5 Aty N 3 039 pebed 0900 5 4 ( 0395 o
%a‘!"nﬁp‘;ukbﬁ-w'wuﬂoﬁhwow&:
-ﬂd:‘!u-ﬁ.‘jeﬁ"s”euﬂﬁr\!wsmaﬁ
236 sl U5 @ oy gessle §SL0 SBT plyp a2

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QUGHIST 2016 EXEODH Z» SUNNI MRRINN

Amnesty International

3 55 o o s lau

29



Jlke — Foaeme wijyd o>y pow T G0 and dlas 00 s Y

— P o559 slaies pUL doze WijyR SWew el - D dame W e,

W53 o>y 39beTo — ¥ L &) o e s W38 el 5 OlpeF hame
Wi el plhed — & Lyl Wijsd LT b ieme Lyg —A ol
a8 e9gemo dwol —1) dedeme Wi g MR - Ve dlas
— IF 1ad @ j9ea0 w> WP U S wdoeme 1Y pdeaexe

— 10 semo w338 5500 Lys — 1T jpaicia Wil el pf saliae
Al 12— 1Y dlae 05599 3 (Geoge led 17 Mo (50l i 3

— 9350 wwd> ) Wy BlS MWK Faoge paledame Wiy sl
Py 5 0% P32 O1es g HU pladlae g o seasle Gole (LBT
Sgtus g da>Nw jacie g W Sl o g W Codle guee § s
Wigw ol g Gutao Uygt QUBT (oaii (2155 Jman pued g
& oba1s ¢ BT 2195 a3 o 1A . Cuaf Jike 5 3 %0 g <l
SiY g BIG w g0 yeFio HE owid pgad 50 dhulys liwa

3 05000 AF/Y/IF — QFeeelIY oyl 5 el (o 30 & 4sSSlad

1A 5156

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QRTGHIST 2016 EXBECOOH Z3 SUNNI MERNNN

Amnesty International

30



B Go g I o> pii 3> 3950 M 38 1955 I g3 TN s
> 3 pode e & Gows (o3 Sedo SNyl 5 Gows S5 3415 4o
G e, 5 S g hdo il g Hge Mgl wessls s Ol
Dyr gl obs isl g Juisl olad 5> 0 peds g pd Ul
Gy Aedis 10 SN p e uyle &5 GigSiled 3 Cul S Tuyd
FE S50 p 5o Sk pYe) Eabger Cul 03 5 Ty B> JEiNa
e © ¢ 0030 5 pYet ol (omy 3 S 33 W0 g0 Slwdld & ¢ y3i8
G5 le; 4 J55 90 5 Lgpin g Lo « wins plail 1y p3¥ pladl Oy e
SBT (2155 Jaissams lusls . 0l o B> 3 Shai> 3 a8 ¢ LN
) Sy deme i3 B 5 M5 ol 813 3 GBT 1 LIy & o geusle Gole
G290 90 SBT (2155 Jions (uned 3 (&bl pras 3, peie
g onigy Slgixe & &gl ((&lold ous 3 pee ) U i W2

) ol5a1s 41/11/8 &5 90 Slad> 13 a4 SIS el SLsBS § O e

R0 G FRY gt ) A/IY/YY g (osigy miia Al 5 AT G A Gl

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QRTGHIST 2016 EXBECOOH Z3 SUNNI MERNNN

Amnesty International 31



- R —

T

PAR) 9 4 00 o i 3 AP S oma ¢ 0o 35 I s i St Noi
! 209 a0 Copn o U sl dargo S0 @ b L0 T 509 g Manh i

WL YR eole o b & T 9 i oY ) 1B b asliats ) idu
g L i iy 1 30 0 o k3 g i 5 e 15 50
P oly 00 Jolo o i olfals

0kl g alsls W ao il Loty

Ut )0 59l e iy w0l Al logole  A4/F/A YYD
Wt Jome g Byt 1 ALad 0)g0 30 e i 0jee PRI
Cr & g AL Cunlad (50 (5121 1 3310 o et 1S go ¢ 1000w 4 ke
ol dpdtd VLY o i Sl s 4 oS g0 g By giee g Ly ¢ SN G
of el 9 190 50 WU 3 L) 59 45 WIh e aelia\s ) a2, 9

a8 Jau g ) gl gl 99 93 oLyl i ) 2 008 g0 st g PN
g ) o e Gy Y W ke gl 4 09 1S3 0 4 et
po oyl Goho P . i o gy 45 0 U84 59 saFhe Jiw 3 (
*M'Jﬁ' g obo - P gk s s il plel 16 07 07

Wyl U’ B g (1ot N gl e $UT y99 4

BROADCASTING CHUSDASTING OFKMABES
A CASE STUDY QUGHIST 2016 EXEODH Z» SUNNI MRRINN

Amnesty International

32



BROADCASTING CHIUSDASTING OFKMABSES
A CASE STUDY QUGHIST 2016 EXEODH Z» SUNNI MRRINN

Amnesty International

33



AMNESTY INTERNATI
IS A GLOBAL MOVEN
FOR HUMRIBHTS.

WHEN INJUSHIKFPE
TO ONE PERSON, IT
MATTERS TO US ALL

CONTACT US JOIN THE CONVHRSATIO

W info@amnesty.org f www.facebook.com/AmnestyGlobal

k} +44 (0)20 7413 5500 ¥W| @Amnestyonline



mailto:info@amnesty.org
http://www.facebook.com/AmnestyGlobal

BROADCASTING BEUSTI
BOASTING OF MABSXKIL

A CASE STUDY QRUGHIST 2016 EXBCOH @ SUNNI ME
IRAN

On 2 August 2016,25 Sunni menwere executed in Iran for the vaguely
worded crimen e  ®d ml h s x without thein familiesbeing notified.
The authorities subsequently issuedtatementsthat collectivelyattributed to
the men a range of criminal activitiesind aired® b n me dwideos n m
seeminglyintended to dehumanize then. However, many of the menhad
said they were targetedfor their religiousbeliefsand practices.

Amnesty International has not been able to ascertagxactlywhere the truth
lies. However, itsresearchshows tatHq ™ m-r it r shbd r xI
sgd | dm-r g h,findwulingstheir rights¢éo adtegs aslayvher; kot to
be subjected to torture andother ilkttreatment to remain silent; tohave their
cases heard in public hearingsand to have a maningful review of their
sentences

Their case is an appalling example dhe lack of regardfor fair trial rights
and therighttolifeh m Hq  m- r b g h |. Remding the abolitisrhob
death penalty, the Iranian authoritieshould ensure that proceedings in
death penalty cases scrupulouslpbservefair trial standards They should
futherd mc sgd oq bshbd ne oqnct bhmf
issue public, reasoned judgements in all criminal cases.
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