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The UN Human Rights Council is a vital mechanism for preventing and monitoring human rights violations and abuses. Its success
will be measured by its impact on the ground.  

In 2018, the Council is approaching a critical point: efficiency measures will be considered to address a budget shortfall, and
various States are advancing proposals to reform or strengthen the Council, while others seek to scale back civil society
involvement and limit debate on substantive human rights concerns.

To be credible, any discussion of strengthening the Human Rights Council should focus primarily on enhancing its contribution to
the promotion and protection of human rights. “Efficiency” cannot be separated from effectiveness. It is therefore imperative that
Council reform or review discussions be informed by the experience and expertise of national and regional level actors.

Against this backdrop, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and the International Service for Human Rights convened a
dialogue on 22 February 2018, hosted by the Permanent Mission of Canada in Geneva, and co-sponsored by the United Kingdom
and Uruguay. This dialogue brought together a cross-regional group of national and regional human rights defenders and NHRI
representatives, with Geneva-based State delegates, OHCHR representatives and international NGOs, to discuss opportunities
for strengthening the Council’s human rights impact on the ground. 

Their discussions and recommendations offer a vision for a Human Rights Council that is proactive and effective, addressing
human rights violations, responding to crises, and supporting States to meet their human rights obligations, while putting the
needs of victims and rights-holders first.
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