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Madame President, 
 
Amnesty International welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing and the 
recommendations made in relation to her visit to Nigeria between 13 and 27 September 2019.  
 
We share the Special Rapporteur’s concern about the forced evictions of hundreds of thousands of 
people, often carried out with brutal force resulting in deaths, injuries, miscarriages, stillbirths, and 
trauma.1 Despite the Special Rapporteur’s visit and attention to the issue, forced evictions have 
continued unabated. Over 20 communities were forcibly evicted in Lagos State in late 2019, and further 
forced evictions have taken place in 2020, such as the those carried out by the Nigerian navy in Tarkwa 
Bay. Amnesty International has also documented forced evictions in the Federal Capital Territory, Lagos 
State and Rivers State.2  
 
In this context, we join the Special Rapporteur in calling on the Government of Nigeria to end forced 
evictions; to establish legal and procedural safeguards to ensure that if an eviction occurs, it is in 
compliance with international human rights law; and to ensure that all victims of forced evictions have 
access to effective remedy.3  
 
Madame President,  
 
We welcome the Guidelines for the Implementation of the Right to Adequate Housing prepared by the 
Special Rapporteur. They will not only provide clarity to governments on how to implement the right to 
adequate housing while ensuring that no one is left behind, but will also strengthen campaigns on this 
issue by communities and activists alike. 
 
We call on States to commit to incorporating the Guidelines, including the accompanying implementing 
measures, in law, policy and practice. 
 
Finally, Madame President,  
 
We thank the Special Rapporteur for her vital work in shining a spotlight on violations of the right to 
housing across the world and providing practical and constructive recommendations to governments to 
help them fulfil their human rights obligations. 
 
Thank you. 
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