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GLOSSARY

Bama Hospital Camp was a camp for internally displaced persons established by

gﬁmslggsMPATAL the Nigerian military in mid/late 2015 in Bama town. It was one of a number of
so-called “satellite camps” established by the military in towns recaptured from
SECONDARY ) .
Boko Haram. In December 2017, IDPs in Bama Hospital camp were relocated to
SCHOOL CAMP ;
a new camp in the Secondary School complex of Bama town.
CIVILIAN JTF Civilian Joint Task Force — a civilian militia set up by the Borno state authorities in

GIWA BARRACKS

IDP

LGA

NEMA

RECAPTURED
TOWNS

SATELLITE CAMPS

SEMA

2013. The Civilian JTF has worked closely with the security forces in Borno state
by identifying and helping to arrest Boko Haram members. In practice, they fall
under military command.

The largest military detention facility that Amnesty International is aware of in
Borno state is Giwa barracks, in the state capital of Maiduguri.

Internally displaced persons(s) - persons or groups of persons who have been
forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in
particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations
of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or human-made
disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized state border.

A Local Government Area (LGA) is a local administrative structure in Nigeria.
There are 27 LGAs that make up Borno state.

National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the Nigerian federal disaster
management agency.

At least 15 towns in Borno state, recaptured by Nigerian military from Boko
Haram control from late 2015 to the first half of 2016 including Bama, Banki,
Dikwa, Damboa, Marte, Monguno, Benisheikh and Rann. They remain heavily
militarized garrison towns and continue to be surrounded by areas of ongoing
insecurity. In most cases, these towns can only be reached by civilian actors
travelling in armed convoys or by air.

Camps established by Nigerian military in towns that were recaptured from Boko
Haram’s control. These camps were run by the military in most cases until at
least late June 2016. Currently many are run by the state or federal emergency
management agencies but the military still control many aspects of the lives of
the IDPs living in these camps.

State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), the state disaster management
agency.
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CONFLICT AND DISPLACEMENT IN NORTH-EAST NIGERIA
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“Life in the camp was very difficult. Around June, July, August, September, after Ramadan, people were in
severe difficulties because at that time there was no food... We sold our clothes, the jewellery, anything we
had. There are some Civilian JTF members and their women who will buy from us.” ¥

In Monguno, IDPs said they received food distributions on an irregular basis. They said they only survived as
they were allowed to leave the camps to work, and some had access to nearby farms.*® IDPs in Banki were
given distributions once each week or two, but said they were insufficient.14° One 25-year-old woman told
Amnesty International:

“The food given to families [in Banki] for one week wasn’t enough for even one day. Sometimes people were
not even ahle to stand on their legs in the queue...There were times when a whole family will go for three days
without food. It was terrible.” '*®

Data collected by humanitarian actors also highlights the alarming levels of acute malnutrition in these
camps. An assessment by UNICEF in Dikwa in April 2016 found 58.8% of IDPs acutely malnourished. An
assessment by the NGO Alima in June 2016 found that 32% of IDPs were malnourished in Monguno
camp. 13!

In some of the other satellite camps, IDPs again reported having access to only a few litres of water per
person per day during this period, often after queuing for many hours. 152

IDPs also reported daily hunger and sickness deaths as a result of these conditions. In Banki, IDPs reported
10 to 20 people dying daily in early 2016.153 In July 2016, MSF estimated as many as one in 12 people may
have died in the previous six months in Banki camp (which may total over 1,000 deaths).!>* Based on these
and other sources, referring to both Bama hospital camp and Banki combined, the Famine Early Warning
Systems Network (FEWSNET), concluded that “at least 2,000 famine-related deaths may have occurred in
Bama LGA between January and September [2016], many of them young children.” %5

An assessment by the UNHCR-led Borno “protection sector” in May 2016 highlighted reports of up to 20
IDPs dying daily in Dikwa camp.!% Satellite images show that one graveyard, created in late 2015 as Dikwa
camp began to expand, grew rapidly between late 2015 and Septmber 2016. While it is hard to estimate the
total number of graves, the size of the cemetery in Dikwa is larger than the one in Bama Hospital camp
(which contained more than 1,200 graves).

IDPs in Monguno told Amnesty International that in the first half of 2016, up to four or five IDPs, mostly
children, were dying in the camp daily for lack of food, water and health care. IDPs in Rann also reported a
similar number of deaths daily in mid and late 2016.

After a visit to several satellite camps in November 2016, MSF's International president reported that she
saw few babies and toddlers in any of the camps and that young children in displacement had been “wiped

out” by malnutrition and disease. %’

47 Amnesty International interviews, January 2017.

148 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018.

149 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016- April 2018, consistently raised.

15 Amnesty International interview, August 2016.

151 FEWSNET, “A Famine likely occurred in Bama LGA and may be ongoing in inaccessible areas of Borno State”, 13 December 2016, at:
www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/FEWS %20NET %20Borno%20%20Analysis_20161213release. pdf.

152 |n Banki, women reported that in late 2015 to mid-2016, they had to wait all day in line for water, and only managed to obtain two or three litres of water for
their whole family. In Rann, one IDP said he would have to make a 25 litre jerry-can last him and his family for five days during mid and late 2016. In November
2016, MSF reported that IDPs in Banki, and Ngala camps still had access to less than five litres and eight litres of water per person per day respectively, see: MSF,
Snapshot on OCG Operations in Borno State, November 2016, at:

reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/nga_borno_msf swiss_snapshot_ocg_operations_november_2016.pdf and in January 2017 MSF also reported that
IDPs in Rann camp could access only an average of one litre of water per person daily, see: MSF, Press Statement “Nigeria: Rainy season may worsen
humanitarian crisis affecting people displaced by violence in Borno State” 20 July 2017.

153 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018, consistent across IDPs interviewed in each of these camps.

15 MSF Article, MSF warns of large-scale humanitarian disaster in Borno State, 27 July 2016, at www.msf.org/en/article/nigeria-msf-warns-large-scale-
humanitarian-disaster-borno-state. Based on a figure of 15,000 in the camp at that time.

15 FEWSNET, “A Famine likely occurred in Bama LGA and may be ongoing in inaccessible areas of Borno State”, 13 December 2016, at:
www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/FEWS %20NET %20Borno%20%20Analysis_20161213release. pdf.

156 Protection Sector, Rapid Protection Assessment in Borno, May 2016, at:

reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/rapid_protection assessment report pswg borno_may 2016.pdf.

157 MSF, “Why are the children of Borno state missing?”,21 November 2016, at: msf.lu/en/news/testimonies/why-the-children-of-nigerias-borno-state-are-missing.
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order to pressure them to have sex for money with other soldiers, Civilian JTF members and construction
workers.

Twenty-eight-year-old Yanna (not her real name) told Amnesty International that her sister was being forced
to live in the market and engage in transactional sex. She said:

“The situation is very bad — our children are in bad condition so they [the soldiers and Civilian JTF] tell some
women they will give us a job. It is not an NGO job, but a job in the market. Some people they come and give
you money, it becomes a place of prostitution - they force some women to become a prostitute. One of my
sisters [is in this situation]. She said she wants to leave the market to come back to the camp, but they say no,
she has to stay in the market. She is allowed to visit the camp, but then the soldier who is her boyfriend will
come and take her back [to the market] with the motorcycle... When she asks to stay in the camp, the soldier
says ‘no, no, no, this is not allowed.”” 22

Yanna said that her sister had initially believed she was moving to the market to work in a restaurant. The
other women that Amnesty International spoke to also said that women were pressured and coerced by
soldiers and the Civilian JTF or prevented from returning to the camp. One said “It is not their choice, they
are forced. If they [the soldiers] tell you, that you are needed, you have to go. If you don’t go, you will not
benefit [from assistance provided in the camp]. Even your children will not benefit. If you want to get any
benefit, you have to be with them.”?%°

Amnesty International was not able to confirm the reports of women being forced to engage in transactional
sex in the market, or the involvement of soldiers and civilian JTF members, however the reports received
were credible and consistent and must be urgently investigated.

@ T Women in a Maiduguri camp, Amnesty International, May 2018. © Amnesty International

228 Amnesty International interview, April 2018.
229 Amnesty International interviews, April 2018.
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6.4 INADEQUATE RESPONSE AND IMPUNITY

Journalists, NGOs and UN agencies have been raising concerns about the prevalence of widespread sexual
violence involving soldiers and members of Civilian JTF (as well as camp officials), within IDP camps located
in Maiduguri since at least 2015, and in several satellite camps from May 2016. Nevertheless, the authorities
have done little to stop this violence and hold those responsible to account.

For example, in January 2015, the International Centre for Investigative Reporting (ICIR) reported
widespread sexual abuse of women and trafficking of children in IDP camps, involving NEMA and camp
officials, in and around the capitals of affected states.?3°

In May 2016, the UNHCR-led protection sector reported a prevalence of so-called “survival sex” to
overcome inadequate food and movement restrictions, involving the military and Civilian JTF, across 26 sites
they assessed, in and around Maiduguri and in two satellite camps. 23!

In July 2016, a protection sector assessment of Bama Hospital camp raised concerns that “Some IDPs
reported incidents of sexual and gender-based violence involving CJTF.”232

In a report issued in October 2016, Human Rights Watch documented 43 cases of rape and sexual
exploitation of displaced women and girls by camp officials, members of the military and Civilian JTF in
seven camps located in Maiduguri.?3

In the same month, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons reported
ongoing concerns of sexual exploitation in IDP camps, and raised concerns that the military and civil
authorities appeared to be “downplaying” allegations of sexual violence in the camps and the complicity of
security and camp officials.?3*

On 8 December 2017, an article in the New York Times highlighted patterns of rape in IDP camps in the
north-east involving members of the military.23°

The civilian authorities have taken some steps to respond to these allegations, but they have been
inadequate.

LACK OF INVESTIGATIONS/ACCOUNTABILITY

In February 2015, the federal government tasked NEMA with creating an inter-agency committee to
investigate the allegations of sexual violence and trafficking made by ICIR.23 The fact-finding committee
visited seven camps in and around Maiduguri and other state capitals. It concluded in a report issued in the
same month that there “appears a high likelihood that officials associated with protection and aid ... may be
taking advantage of the vulnerability of the IDPs to demand for sexual gratification.”?3” However, the
authorities did not make the report public and do not appear to have established any follow-up mechanisms
to identify and recommend ways to address ongoing patterns of sexual violence since that time.238

In October 2016, President Buhari mandated the Inspector General of Police and Governors of affected
states to respond to the allegations of rape and sexual violence included in HRW's report.?3® The Inspector
General responded by announcing on 6 November that he had deployed 100 female police to the IDP
camps.?4° While the presence of female police in the camps in Maiduguri and neighbouring areas is a

20|CIR, Grim tales of rape, child trafficking in Nigeria's displaced persons camps, 29 January 2015, at: www.icirnigeria.org/grim-tales-of-rape-child-trafficking-in-
displaced-persons-camps/

21 The 26 sites included Dikwa and Damboa satellite camps. Protection Sector, Rapid Protection Assessment in Borno, May 2016,
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/rapid_protection assessment report pswg borno_may 2016.pdf.

232 Protection Sector, “Protection Assessment in Liberated LGAs”, July 2016.

233 Human Rights Watch, “Nigeria: Officials abusing displaced women and girls”, 31 October 2016, at: www.hrw.org/news/2016/10/31/nigeria-officials-abusing-
displaced-women-girls.

24 Human Rights Council, SR on IDPs report from Nigeria.

25 NYT, “They Fled Boko Haram, only to be raped by Nigeria Security Forces”, 8 December 2017, at: www.nytimes.com/2017/12/08/world/africa/boko-haram-
nigeria-security-forces-rape.html.

2% Report of fact-finding committee on the allegation of ‘rape and child trafficking’ in internally displaced persons (IDPs) camps in the North-East of Nigeria
(hereafter “Fact-finding Committee on sexual violence), February 2015, On file with Amnesty International. The Committee was comprised of members of the
following organizations: Department of State Services, Nigerian Police Force, National Human Right Commission, Journalists Against Disaster, Nigeria Red Cross
Society, National Agency for Prohibition of Trafficking in Person and other related offences, National Emergency Management Agency, Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corp, Office of the Attorney General of the Federation, Office of the National Security Adviser, United Nation Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs. The report did not confirm the allegations of trafficking, and this report does not address trafficking.

27 Report of fact-finding committee on sexual violence.

23 A senior NEMA official confirmed to Amnesty International in March 2017 that NEMA has not undertaken or been involved in any follow-up investigation of
patterns of sexual violence in the camps following the fact-finding committee’s 2015 report. An official from the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) also
told Amnesty International in September 2017 that they had struggled to identify patterns of sexual violence in the camps since their participation on the 2015
inter-agency panel as they had not received any individual complaints of sexual violence. They recognized a need to increase their outreach activities.

29 Vanguard, “Buhari orders IGP, state governments to investigate sexual abuses reported at IDP camps by HRW”, 31 October 2016, at:
www.vanguardngr.com/2016/10/breaking-buhari-orders-igp-state-govs-investigate-sexual-abuses-reported-idp-camps-hrw/.

240 Premium Times, “Sexual abuse: Police deploy 100 female personnel to Borno IDP camps”, 6 November 2016, available at:

www. premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/214622-sexual-abuse-police-deploy-100-female-personnel-borno-idp-camps.html.
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positive step, female police officers have not been deployed to all of the satellite camps.?*! Moreover,
Amnesty International has also documented several cases in the Maiduguri camps of female police officers
pressuring women to drop their rape cases against Civilian JTF members, highlighting the need for additional
efforts to ensure that accountability systems are effective.?4?

The Inspector General of Police announced on 6 December 2016 that 10 officials had been arrested,
including four members of the military and two members of the Civilian JTF, for alleged abuse of IDPs.?43
Since this date, Amnesty International has received no information about any other such arrests. Amnesty
International wrote to the Inspector General of Police, the Federal Minister of Justice and the Borno state
Governor in February 2018 seeking further information on any arrests and prosecutions related to rape or
sexual exploitation of IDPs but received no answer. None of the women that Amnesty International
interviewed knew of any cases in which soldiers or members of the Civilian JTF had been arrested in
connection with rape or sexual exploitation, including the women who reported being victims/survivors of
sexual violence.?*

In April 2017, a group of several hundred women who had lived in Bama Hospital camp wrote to the
National Assembly complaining of a number of violations that they had experienced there, including sexual
violence by members of the military and Civilian JTF.2*® In response, in June 2017, the Chief of Army Staff of
the Nigerian military was reported in the press to have ordered an investigation into allegations of
misconduct of soldiers in Bama Hospital camp.?* However, as of the publication of this report, there is no
indication of any follow-up on this commitment, and none of the women have been asked to give evidence to
any military investigation. Amnesty International wrote to the Chief of Army Staff, and to the Ministry of
Justice, in February 2018, asking for more information as to the status of any such investigation, but
received no response.

In August 2017, the Acting President of Nigeria established a “Presidential Investigation Panel” with the
mandate to review compliance of the armed forces with human rights obligations and rules of
engagement.?¥ Interested parties were invited to submit written memorandum to the panel, and present it
during hearings organized by the panel. The same group of women from Bama who appealed to the National
Assembly, submitted written information to the panel and presented their experiences by sending a
delegation to testify during one of the Panel’s hearings held in Abuja. They presented a number of violations
they experienced, including the detention of their male relatives and the starvation and sexual violence they
endured in the camp.?* In February, media reports stated that the Presidential Investigation Panel had
submitted its report to the president, but, at the time of writing, this had not been made public.?4°

TRAININGS AND AWARENESS RAISING

The 2015 fact-finding committee on sexual violence made a number of recommendations focused on
training of camp officials, improving reporting mechanisms, and raising awareness among IDPs on their
rights to be free from sexual violence. It also recommended that relevant law enforcement agencies
investigate cases of rape promptly.?>© Amnesty International is not aware of any significant action by the
authorities to implement the committee’s recommendations. In February 2018, Amnesty International wrote
to the Federal Minister of Justice, seeking information on whether the recommendations had been
implemented and any subsequent follow-up, but received no response.

While some humanitarian actors who specialize in gender-based violence interventions reported that they
had been invited to provide training to soldiers and camp officials on sexual exploitation and abuse,?®! a

241 Interviews with IDPs in Bama Secondary School and observations of an Amnesty International delegate at the camp in March 2018 confirm there were no
female police deployed to this camp. In February 2018, I0M also reported that among IDPs surveyed across IDP sites in the north-east, only 9% reported that
police were the main source of camp security, compared to 54% who reported that security was self-organized and 34% who said that the military provides
security in camps. _drive.google.com/file/d/180gXXFZbWF3VOJVtkNp6vGtUykUPXDgQ/view.

242 Amnesty International interviews, November 2016-March 2017.

243 Premium Times, “Nigeria: Soldiers, Policemen Arrested for 'Raping, Sexually Exploiting' Displaced Women”, 6 December 2016, available at:
allafrica.com/stories/201612060854.html.

24 Amnesty International is aware of one investigation that was opened after a woman transferred from a camp in Bama Hospital to Maiduguri and reported to the
police that she had been sexually exploited by a Civilian JTF member. At the time this report was released, however, almost a year had passed and the accused
Civilian JTF member had not been arrested, charged with any crime or, according to the victim/survivors knowledge, subject to any disciplinary action.

245 A copy is on file with Amnesty International.

2% Vanguard, “Army chief orders investigation into alleged misconduct of soldiers at IDP camp”, 6 June 2017, at: www.vanguardngr.com/2017/06/army-chief-
orders-investigation-alleged-misconduct-soldiers-idps-camp/.

247 Office of the Presidency, 14 August 2017, at: www.publicnotice.ng/2017/08/14/presidential-investigation-panel-to-review-compliance-of-the-armed-forces-with-
human-rights-obligations-and-rules-of-engagement/

28 See entry, 12 September 2017, “Knifar submitted to the #PresidentiallnvestigationPanel: 1,230 names of our relatives in military detention and 466 deaths in
Bama #IDP camp”, at: _twitter.com/Knifar2017.

29 See e.g. Von, “Presidential investigation Panel recommends overhaul of Rights Commission”, 9 February 2018, at: www.von.gov.ng/presidential-investigation-
panel-recommends-overhaul-rights-commission/.

20 Report of fact-finding committee, February 2015.

21 Amnesty International interview, June 2017.
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TDisplaced women line up to try to testify in front of the Presidential Investigation panel September 2017 © Private

senior NEMA official told Amnesty International in September 2017 that only a handful of NEMA staff,
including those responsible for camp management and distributions, had received any such training.?%?

FAILURES TO ADDRESS ROOT CAUSES/DRIVERS

Patterns emerging from testimonies of victims of sexual violence and exploitation reveal that comprehensive
measures have not yet been taken to address sexual exploitation in the camps. Root causes need to be
tackled, including the inadequacy of food assistance provided, the barriers to free movement into and out of
the camps, vulnerabilities that arise from family separation, and the particular forms of exclusion and
marginalization faced by female-headed households in some locations. As one staff of a humanitarian
agency operating in Borno state put it, “Women [still] don’t have enough food. This is still a main driver of
sexual exploitation. This is even in camps where they should be receiving food.”?%3

In discussions with Amnesty International, a senior NEMA official appeared dismissive of the correlation
between the state of provision of assistance and sexual exploitation in IDP camps. He downplayed concerns
around sexual violence in the camps, saying that women were having sex with security officials in camps for
enjoyment, or because they are professional sex workers.?% The UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights
of IDPs also reported that the “civil authorities and the military downplayed the issue of sexual abuse and the
complicity of security and camp officials”, and recounted a similarly dismissive response from a senior
NEMA official in regard to the issue of sexual violence in the camps.?%°

22 Amnesty International interview, September 2017.

253 Amnesty International interview, humanitarian official, February 2018.

24 Amnesty International conversation at a meeting in Abuja, March 2017.

25Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs following his visit to Nigeria, April 2017, A/HRC/35/27/Add.1, para 50,
at: reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb. int/files/resources/G1709125.pdf.
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1. WOMEN IN MILITARY
DETENTION

“When Boko Haram first came to my village, they Killed my
husband and they took me to the bush... If they saw soldiers
they’d make us run, they’d tell us that if we went to the
soldiers, they’d kill us. When [the soldiers] rescued us... they
brought us to Bama [prison]. They beat us on the way. They
beat us in the cell. They said we are the wife of Boko Haram.
They said if you weren’t Boko Haram, why didn’t you come to
Bama? We tried to explain to them that we couldn’t, that
Boko Haram would Kill us if we fled, but they kept beating
us... They said we had secrets, and we had to tell them.”

Thirty-year-old Hadiza (not her real name), from a village near Bama town, who was detained for a year at Giwa barracks
between early 2016 and early 2017.%%¢

During screenings and military operations, hundreds of women and girls were also detained by the military
on the slightest hint they may have some connection to Boko Haram.

In August 2014, there were 28 women and girls detained by the military in Giwa military barracks in
Maiduguri.?>” As the military started recapturing territory, it started arresting more women and girls. At the
start of 2017, there were approximately 1,000 women detained in Giwa. Women were held in three cells.
Children up to five were held with women, at which point boys were transferred to a separate children’s cell.
Girls remained with their mothers.

2% Amnesty International interview, September 2017.
27 Letter from Chief of Defence Staff to Amnesty International, 23 December 2014.
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The vast majority of the women and girls Amnesty
International interviewed who had been released
said they were detained for between 6 months and
two years. None of those interviewed were ever
charged, brought before a court, or tried or
convicted of any crime. None knew of any other
women in the barracks who had been charged or
brought before a court. Only seven of those
interviewed said they were given a reason for their
detention; they were told it was because they were
a “Boko Haram wife”, with no further explanation.
Some were adolescents at the time of detention.?%®
Most women were detained with their children.

Since 2015, there have been at least 1200 women
released from Giwa barracks.?%® Most women and
girls were freed in a series of mass releases over
the course of the year, or in January 2018.7%° @ 'T\Had/za (not her real name), September 2017 © Amnesty International
According to testimonies gathered from women

released in January 2018 (the last time women or

girls were released from Giwa barracks that Amnesty International is aware of), there were 10 women and
girls remaining in detention — none of whom had been charged with a crime or been given access to a court.

Amnesty International is concerned that more women might have been detained since January 2018. It has
also received unconfirmed reports that women remain in detention in other military facilities in the state.
Amnesty International wrote to the Chief of Army Staff and Federal Minister of Justice in February 2018
asking for information about women in military detention in Borno, but did not receive a response.

1.1 DETENTION OF BOKO HARAM VICTIMS

Eleven women and girls interviewed said that they had previously been victims of abductions or forced
marriages by Boko Haram members, and were detained by the Nigerian military after they were found with
Boko Haram members during military operations, or after they had escaped captivity.

They each said they were interrogated — often repeatedly - but during these interrogations there was no effort
to determine through any independent process of investigation, if they had committed a criminal act or to
verify their claims that they were victims of Boko Haram. There appears to be a consistent pattern of
presumption of guilt or Boko Haram membership for all those found in Sambisa forest or similar remote
areas. None were interrogated by civilian officials. All of the women reported being beaten by soldiers or
Civilian JTF members during interrogations.

Twenty-five-year-old Abgua (not her real name) from Bama town told Amnesty International that Boko
Haram killed her husband when they captured her town in 2014. She fled back to her parents’ village,
where she was detained for two months by Boko Haram after shouting at one of their members for the
misery that they had caused her and her family. Abgua said that during this time she was repeatedly
threatened with execution by Boko Haram members, and was forced to witness the execution of another
detainee.?! Boko Haram members then took her and other detainees to Sambisa forest. They moved from
village to village, each time being chased away by soldiers. She said: “During this time, | was married to a
Boko Haram man. It was a forced marriage. | didn’t have a choice, they told me | would marry him. You
have to do as they say or they will kill you.”?262

Abgua was pregnant when she was found by soldiers after they recaptured the village that she was in from
Boko Haram. She said she was detained for two and a half months in Bama prison, and a year in Giwa
barracks where she gave birth, before being released in January 2017. She said she was only questioned
once - the soldiers asked her where she was from, and about her husband, they weren't interested in the
rest of her account.

28 Of the 48 former detainees that Amnesty International spoke to, 12 were aged under 18 when they were detained.
29 Based on interviews with former detainees, humanitarian officials and press reports.

250 Amnesty International interviews, June 2016-April 2018.

21 The execution was reportedly of a woman who had tried to escape Boko haram controlled areas to Maiduguri.

262 Amnesty International interview, September 2017.
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“THEY BETRAYED US”

WOMEN WHO SURVIVED BOKO HARAM RAPED, STARVED AND
DETAINED IN NIGERIA

Since early 2015, the Nigerian military has recaptured vast swathes of
territory that had come under the control of Boko Haram in the north-east of
the country.

However, instead of “freeing” hundreds of thousands of people who had
been trapped in these areas, the military has carried out systematic patterns
of violence and abuse against this population, including war crimes and
possible crimes against humanity. Women have been affected in
disproportionate and gender-specific ways, and continue to face ongoing
discrimination and violence.

This report examines what happened to the group of people, especially
women, who fled or were forced from rural towns and villages in Borno state
that had been controlled by Boko Haram, as the military intensified its
operations. First-hand testimonies describe the appalling actions of the
Nigerian authorities, which may be linked to suspicion that some might be
associated with the armed group.

The military established remote “satellite camps” for internally displaced
persons, where they confined women, children and the elderly. Many young
men were detained. The food provided in the camps has been inadequate,
and women have been subject to alarming levels of sexual violence. Women
and girls have also been arbitrarily detained, including victims of Boko
Haram abduction.
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