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URGENT ACTION 
DETAINEE AT RISK OF BLINDNESS WITHOUT TREATMENT 
Foudama Ousmane has been detained for more than six months without charge.  He has 
lost sight in both eyes and contracted pulmonary tuberculosis while in custody. He is not 
receiving the health care that he needs.  

Foudama Ousmane, 32-year old man, was arrested and detained by the Rapid Intervention Battalion (BIR) at 
Salak Military Camp, in Maroua, Northern Cameroon, on 26 September 2014 for his alleged affiliation to Boko 
Haram. He was held incommunicado in the military camp for 99 days by the BIR with no access to his family or 
legal representation, before he was transferred on 23 December 2014 to the Maroua prison.  
 
In January 2015, Foudama Ousmane’s father visited him at the Maroua prison after contacts informed him of his 
whereabouts. During the first visit, he learnt that his son had lost sight in both eyes and contracted pulmonary 
tuberculosis during his detention at the Salak military camp. Foudama Ousmane is currently receiving medication 
for pulmonary tuberculosis but he has not yet been provided with the medical care needed for his eyes despite 
requests from his family to authorities including to the General Prosecutor and the Commissioner of the 
Government. 
 
In late March, Amnesty International sent letters to relevant authorities in Cameroon (the Governor of the Far North 
Region, Commissioner of the Government, Commander of the Legion of the Far North Police, Minister Delegate at 
the Presidency in charge of Defence, Minister of Justice, Minister of Territorial Administration and Decentralization) 
requesting them to ensure he is provided with the medical treatment he required and given access to a lawyer. 
 
There are serious concerns for Foudama Ousmane’s health as he is yet to receive adequate medical treatment 
which may increase the risk of permanent blindness. 
 

Please write immediately in French, English or your own language: 
 Urging the authorities to ensure that Foudama Ousmane is promptly charged with an internationally 

recognizable criminal offence and tried before a civilian court in proceedings that are in line with international 

standards for fair trial, or else release him; 

 Urging the authorities to ensure that Foudama Ousmane receives the medical treatment he requires 

immediately, and that he is kept in conditions which meet international standards; 

 Urging the authorities to ensure he is protected from any form of torture or other ill-treatment and is granted 

access to legal representation of his choosing and to family members. 

 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 28 MAY 2015 TO: 

Minister of Justice 

Laurent Esso 

Ministry of Justice  

P.O. Box 1000  

Yaoundé, Cameroon 

Tel: +237222222154 

Fax: +237222230005 

Salutation: Dear Minister 
 

General Prosecutor  

Joseph Belporo  

P.O. Box 48  

Maroua, Cameroon  

Tel: +237222293303  

Fax: +237222293303 

Email: josephbelporo@yahoo.fr 

Salutation: Dear General Prosecutor 
 

And copies to: 

President of High Court of Diamare 

Jules Hamoa   

P.O. Box 3048 

Maroua, Cameroon 

Tel: +237222292930 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below: 

Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation  

 

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.  
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DETAINEE AT RISK OF BLINDESS WITHOUT TREATMENT 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Foudama Ousmane is a shop owner in Maroua. He was accused of being part of Boko Haram by a policeman whom he used to 
sell fuel to. From information received, the police officer turned on Foudama after he was asked to pay for fuel he had taken 
from his shop earlier. 
 
The Brigade d'Intervention Rapide (Rapid Intervention Battalion, BIR) is a tactical unit placed under the orders of the Chief of 
Staff of the army. The execution of its missions is subject to the prior approval of the President of the Republic of Cameroon. 
The BIR operates the Salak military camp. 

 

Name: Foudama Ousmane 

Gender m/f: m 
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