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				Include sex workers in the COVID-19 response: public statement

			

			
			
				As the world has been shaken by COVID-19, those most marginalized, stigmatized, and criminalized have been pushed further into poverty, to the grave detriment of their health and human rights. Sex workers have not only been seriously impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, but also by governments’ emergency responses that, in many contexts, have been punitive, overbroad, and/or discriminatory.  Amnesty International urges governments to take targeted action to address the disparate impact of COVID-19 on sex workers and to protect their health and other human rights, including through tackling the key issues of concern that sex workers have raised since the outbreak of COVID-19, such as their exclusion from social and economic support schemes, increased criminalization and lack of protection from violence, and diminished access to health services.
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	Denmark: NGOs sue the Danish state to stop arms exports to Israel
	Women informal cross-border traders are facing monumental hurdles, ratifying this international convention could help them
	Thailand: 20th anniversary of lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit’s disappearance highlights entrenched culture of impunity
	Libya: Ensure full investigations into responsibility of powerful military and political actors over catastrophic Derna floods
	Sudan: Internet shutdown threatens delivery of humanitarian and emergency services
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