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Amnesty International urges Tunisia to end impunity for security forces
Human Rights Council adopts Universal Periodic Review outcome on Tunisia

Amnesty International welcomes the establishment of National Preventive Mechanism and calls
on Tunisia to strengthen its independence.?

The organization has consistently raised concerns with Tunisia about impunity for torture in
light of the fact that since 2011 there has not been a single successful prosecution of a
security official accused of torture. It welcomes Tunisia’'s acceptance of recommendations to
step up efforts to prevent torture and ill-treatment and ensure accountability for such crimes
through independent and effective investigation of allegations of torture and prosecution and
sentencing of perpetrators.?

Amnesty International is encouraged by Tunisia's acceptance of recommendations to
strengthen security sector reform and ensuring that counter-terrorism security measures respect
human rights.® The organization is, however, deeply concerned about the government-sponsored
bill on the Repression of Attacks on Armed Forces currently being examined by the Tunisian
Parliament.* The bill grants security forces immunity from prosecution for the use of lethal
force in the defense of property. It also criminalizes criticism of police conduct and restricting
freedom of access to information. Amnesty International calls on Tunisia to reject this bill in
line with its acceptance of the above recommendations.

The criminalization of consensual same-sex relations under Article 230 of the Penal Code
makes LGBTI people vulnerable to violence and abuse by the police. The medical examinations
that have been inflicted on men accused of engaging in consensual same-sex sexual activity
amount to torture and other ill-treatment. While Amnesty International welcomes Tunisia’s
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commitment to immediately cease the practice of forced anal examination of LGBTI persons,® it
deeply regrets its rejection of 14 recommendations to decriminalize same-sex relations.®

The organization welcomes Tunisia’s commitment to harmonize the national legal framework
with the new Constitution and international human rights standards, and to establish the
constitutional bodies.” It emphasizes the pressing need to accelerate the process to establish
the Constitutional Court and to amend the Penal Code to ensure all articles related to freedom
of expression, association, torture and the death penalty comply with Tunisia’s obligations
under international human rights law.

Amnesty International regrets Tunisia’s rejection of the recommendation to end civilian trials by
the military court® in line with international fair trial standards. Tunisia must repeal the law that
allows for prosecutions of civilians before military courts to limit the tendency to use the
military courts to punish critics of the army.°

Background

The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of Tunisia on 21
September 2017 during its 36™ session. Prior to the adoption of the report of the review Amnesty
International delivered an oral statement. Amnesty International also contributed to the information basis
of the review through its submission on country:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/ior40/5941/2017/en/
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