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TURKEY: DETERIORATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS MUST BE ADDRESSED BY THE UNITED
NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Item 4 General Debate: Amnesty International written statement to the 36th session of the UN Human Rights
Council (11- 29 September 2017)
In the year since the failed coup attempt of July 2016, we have witnessed a harsh crackdown on the
promotion and protection of human rights in Turkey. While the deterioration of the human rights situation in
Turkey is not new, the scale of the current crackdown and its impact are unprecedented. The authorities have
extended the initial three-month period of the state of emergency four times and widened its scope from
countering the coup attempt to “combating terrorist organizations.” There has been a wide attack on perceived
dissenting voices and civil society.

ARBITRARY DETENTION AND TORTURE
Since the failed coup, more than 50,000 people have been remanded in pre-trial detention, 1 and Amnesty
International has documented cases of individuals being held in arbitrary pre-trial detention without evidence
of criminal behaviour2.
There has been an increase in allegations of torture and ill-treatment of those in police detention, partially
facilitated by legal amendments introduced through the state of emergency which suspend key safeguards that
protect detainees from torture and other ill-treatment. The first decree under the state of emergency increased
the length of time detainees can be held without charge from four to 30 days and granted law enforcement the
power to record and transmit conversations between clients and lawyers in pre-trial detention. 3 In January the
pre-charge detention period was reduced to seven days, extendable by a further seven days via executive
decree no. 6844. According to credible allegations received by Amnesty International, provisions that allow
remand prisoners to be brought back to police custody have been used to facilitate torture and ill-treatment.
In the aftermath of the coup attempt, Amnesty International gathered evidence of beatings and torture in
official and unofficial places of detention.5 The European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and
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Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) visited Turkey in August 2016 and reported to the
Turkish authorities in November. The Turkish authorities have not given permission for the CPT report to be
made public.6 The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture carried out a visit to Turkey in November 2016, during
which he was granted unrestricted access to a limited number of detention facilities.7 The report on his visit is
due to be presented at the Human Rights Council in March 2018.

SEVERE CRACKDOWN ON DISSENT
The authorities have clamped down on dissenting voices in the media and civil society. Since the attempted
coup, over 160 media outlets and over 3,800 associations, and foundations including the leading child rights
NGO Gündem Çocuk, women’s human rights NGOs and humanitarian actors, were permanently shut down by
successive emergency decrees.8 Extended pre-trial detention is a significant problem faced by journalists in
Turkey. Over 130 journalists and other media workers are currently imprisoned pending trial; some have been
held for over a year. The Committee to Protect Journalists estimates that Turkey is the biggest jailer of
journalists worldwide, as almost a third of the global total of imprisoned journalists are behind bars in Turkey’s
jails.9
Human rights defenders have also been the target of abusive prosecutions under vague anti-terrorism laws.
Amnesty International Turkey Director, Idil Eser, was recently detained alongside nine others during a human
rights workshop.10 Eight of them, including Idil Eser, were remanded in custody under suspicion of
“committing a crime in the name of a terrorist organization without being a member”.11 Amnesty International
Turkey Chair Taner Kılıç has also been charged under anti-terrorism laws and remanded in pre-trial
detention.12 In all 11 cases, no credible nor admissible evidence of wrongdoing has been presented to justify
the charges or continued detention.
Amnesty International considers that the routine and lengthy pre-trial detention of journalists, media workers
and human rights defenders in Turkey is tantamount to punishment without conviction. People expressing
dissent, especially in relation to the Kurdish issue, have been subjected to threats of violence and criminal
prosecution. All dissenting sections of the media have been targeted, including those focusing on the Kurdish
issue; those accused of supporting the exiled cleric Fethullah Gülen, and the secular media.13

RECOMMENDATIONS
In light of the above concerns, Amnesty International calls on the UN Human Rights Council to urge the
Turkish authorities to:
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End the use of arbitrary, extended and punitive pre-trial detention;
Release all journalists and human rights defenders from pre-trial detention and drop the charges
against them, in the absence of clear evidence that a crime has been committed;
Grant permission for the CPT’s report on its 2016 mission to Turkey to be published, and commit to
allowing regular independent monitoring of places of detention;
Allow unhindered access to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to conduct a factfinding mission;
Promptly facilitate the visits requested by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders and the Working Group on arbitrary detention.

3

