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				Georgia: Draft legislation on “insulting religious feelings” will undermine freedom of expression

			

			
			
				A draft law which, if passed, will effectively ban blasphemy and undermine freedom of expression in Georgia, is being considered by parliamentary committees. The proponents of the draft law have come up with this initiative with the expressly stated aim of protecting the Georgian Orthodox Church and its clergy from “insults” by which, in the examples the proponents cited, they meant public criticism of the Church. The proposed legislation would be incompatible with Georgia’s international obligations. It may effectively outlaw criticism of religious leaders and institutions, and suppress free speech on topical political and social issues, including the rights of women, of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people, and of religious minorities.
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	Gaza: Airdrops and sea routes are no alternative to aid delivery by land
	Denmark: NGOs sue the Danish state to stop arms exports to Israel
	Women informal cross-border traders are facing monumental hurdles, ratifying this international convention could help them
	Thailand: 20th anniversary of lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit’s disappearance highlights entrenched culture of impunity
	Libya: Ensure full investigations into responsibility of powerful military and political actors over catastrophic Derna floods
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