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				Turkey: First academic to go to prison for signing peace petition in a flagrant breach of freedom of expression

			

			
			
				Professor Füsun Üstel, renowned for her academic work on citizenship and nationalism, is expected to start her 15 month prison sentence within the next few days. Professor Üstel is the first academic to go to prison simply for signing the peace petition headlined “We will not be party to this crime”. Hundreds of other “Academics for Peace” are on trial accused of ‘making propaganda for a terrorist organization’ and risk imprisonment. In 124 cases, prosecutors or courts have requested the permission of the Minister of Justice for the signatories to be tried also under Article 301 of the penal code that criminalizes ‘denigrating the Turkish nation’.
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	Denmark: NGOs sue the Danish state to stop arms exports to Israel
	Women informal cross-border traders are facing monumental hurdles, ratifying this international convention could help them
	Thailand: 20th anniversary of lawyer Somchai Neelapaijit’s disappearance highlights entrenched culture of impunity
	Libya: Ensure full investigations into responsibility of powerful military and political actors over catastrophic Derna floods
	Sudan: Internet shutdown threatens delivery of humanitarian and emergency services
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