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Belgium: action needed to uphold repeated human rights promises

Human Rights Council adopts Universal Periodic Review outcome on Belgium

Amnesty International welcomes Belgium’s positive engagement with the Universal Periodic
Review, including the consultations with civil society before the Working Group session, the
subsequent debriefing and its commitment to involve civil society in the follow-up to the
review.!

Amnesty International notes the repeated commitment to establish a National Human Rights
Institution fully compliant with the Paris Principles? and ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.®
It regrets however, that to date there has been little engagement with civil society
organisations on these longstanding issues.

The recent ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating
violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention)* and the adoption of the
National Action Plan on gender-related violence® are positive developments which must be
appropriately resourced.

Amnesty International welcomes Belgium’s commitment to “ensure that (...) measures in the
fight against terrorism and all forms of extremism uphold human rights”® and looks forward to
contributing to its implementation.

While taking note of the accepted recommendations aimed at improving the prison system,” in
particular on overcrowding, Amnesty International remains highly concerned by the continuing
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violations of human rights of detainees, in particular during prison staff strikes and urges the
government to take measures.

Amnesty International welcomes Belgium’s acceptance® of recommendations to adopt a
National Action Plan against Racism, but is surprised that Belgium considers that it has
already carried out an “evaluation on ethnic profiling within the police organization”.® Amnesty
International asks that the findings of this be made public.

Amnesty International takes note of Belgium’s commitment to establish a national plan on
“human rights and businesses”!° and urges that it include legal and policy reforms to require
companies domiciled or headquartered in Belgium to undertake human rights due diligence
throughout their global operations.

Amnesty International encourages Belgium to abolish sterilization and surgery requirements, as
well as mandatory psychiatric assessment and diagnosis, as preconditions for legal gender
recognition for transgender people and welcomes Belgium’s acceptance of related
recommendations.!!

Amnesty International encourages Belgium to undertake a mid-term review of the progress of
implementation of accepted UPR recommendations, as it did in the previous cycle.

Background

The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of
Belgium on 23 June 2016 during its 32" session. Prior to the adoption of the report of the
review Amnesty International delivered the oral statement above. Amnesty International also
contributed to the information basis of the review through its submission on Belgium:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur14/2497/2015/en/
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