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President Moon Jae-in,

Office of the President,

1 Cheongwadae-ro, Jongno-gu,
Seoul, Republic of Korea 03048

12 June 2017

Your Excellency,
OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT MOON JAE-IN, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Amnesty International would like to congratulate you on your election as President of the Republic of Korea. We look
forward to working together with your government to improve respect for and protection and fulfilment of human
rights in the Republic of Korea.

We thank you for your office’s reply to our 8-point human rights agenda issued prior to the election.! We appreciate
your commitments to pursue a number of our recommendations, including ratification and implementation of the four
fundamental International Labour Organization Conventions, participation in a global system of responsibility sharing
for refugee resettlement, initiating an overhaul of the resettlement support process for arrivals from North Korea and
ensuring that human rights are a regular and integral part of future dialogue with the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea.

Noting your intention to pursue police accountability, and to ensure the full enjoyment of the right to peaceful
assembly, Amnesty International again urges that the law enforcement officials responsible for the use of excessive
force leading to the death of farmer Baek Nam-gi are brought to justice. Investigation of this case has been unduly
delayed and immediate action is necessary.

Your pledge to reform the law in order to allow conscientious objectors the option to perform an appropriate
alternative service of genuine civilian character is welcome and Amnesty International urges that this be quickly
implemented. However this new alternative service would not address the injustice already created. We therefore ask
you to release all those imprisoned solely for exercising their right to refuse to perform military service and clear the
criminal records of and provide compensation to all those who have been imprisoned for their conscientious
objection.

Freedom of peaceful assembly is one of Amnesty International’s priority areas of work in the Republic of Korea. In

November 2016, we issued a policy briefing titled Freedom of peaceful assembly in South Korea and international
human rights standards.? In the briefing, we reiterated the need for a comprehensive revision of the Assembly and
Demonstration Act (ADA) to bring it in line with international human rights law and standards, and as a necessary

step in realizing the right to peaceful assembly.

1 Amnesty International, South Korea: 8-point human rights agenda for presidential candidates (Index: ASA25/5785/2017);
2 Amnesty International, South Korea: Freedom of peaceful assembly in South Korea and international human rights standards (Index:
ASA25/5099/2016);
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Amnesty International also urges you to immediately release Han Sang-gyun, who was convicted and imprisoned
solely for the exercise of his rights to freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful assembly. According to the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the deprivation of his liberty is arbitrary, and must be remedied without delay,
by releasing him and according him reparations.?

We note your intention to pursue in part the recommendations we made on freedom of expression and the National
Security Law (NSL) but encourage you to implement these recommendations in full. The enjoyment of the right to
freedom of expression can only be restricted in the name of national security if the restriction is clearly set out in law
and is necessary and proportionate to that purpose, and its genuine purpose and demonstrable effect is to protect
against a serious threat to a country's existence or its territorial integrity through the use or threat of force. Amnesty
International has noted that over the last five years the use of the NSL to punish the exercise of these rights
increased. We urge you to abolish or fundamentally amend the NSL, and to release all individuals unjustly charged
and sentenced to prison terms solely for the legitimate exercise of their human rights, including freedom of
expression and association.

Amnesty International reiterates the urgent need to eliminate all forms of discrimination, and this includes any
discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people. The protection of the rights of
LGBTI people through a comprehensive anti-discrimination law is pressing and necessary. Revision of the Military
Criminal Code, to stop criminalizing consensual same-sex behaviour involving military personnel is also needed as
evidenced by the recent, unjust conviction of a member of the military for consensual same-sex sexual activity. We
urge you to send an unequivocal message by pursuing these legal changes, that discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation or gender identity will not be tolerated, including in the military.

Finally, Amnesty International welcomes your pledge to pursue ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. However, this year
marks the 20" anniversary since the suspension of executions and it is past time for the Republic of Korea to take
that final step and abolish the death penalty in law.

Amnesty International looks forward to these and other actions that your government may take in the near future to
implement our recommendations. We would be happy to meet with you, or your representatives, at the earliest
convenience to further discuss how to improve the enjoyment of human rights in the Republic of Korea.

Yours sincerely,

Salil Shetty
Secretary General

3 The Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, Opinion No. 22/2017, UN DOC. A/HRC/WGAD/2017/22/17, paras 69-70, 77-79.
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