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Date: 8 April 2015

URGENT ACTION
LAWYER AND ACTIVIST IMPRISONED WITHOUT TRIAL
Human rights lawyer, Arão Bula Tempo and human rights activist, José Marcos Mavungo,
were arrested on the morning of 14 March by Angolan security forces in the province of
Cabinda, Angola. Accused of threatening state security, they have been imprisoned
without trial and denied access to medical care.
Arão Bula Tempo, a human rights lawyer and the president of the Provincial Council of the Angolan Bar
Association in Cabinda, was arrested by security forces in Cabinda near the border Angola shares with Congo
Brazzaville. Tempo suffers from chronic arterial hypertension and he was arrested on his way to the doctor for his
regular check-up. A week before his arrest, on 6 March, he had delivered his inaugural speech stressing the need
for the independence of lawyers in Cabinda and other parts of Angola.
José Marcos Mavungo, a human rights activist, was arrested at a Church compound as he was to attend the
regular morning mass. At the time of his arrest, Mavungo was involved in organizing a peaceful demonstration to
protest against what he and his fellow protesters considered as corruption and bad governance in Cabinda. The
demonstration had been planned to take place on the same day he was arrested, 14 March.
Both Tempo and Mavungo are being held in a stuffy and humid cell infested with mosquitoes. There is no clean air
in the cell as a result of poor ventilation. While in prison, Tempo’s arterial hypertension has deteriorated and he has
also contracted malaria. Medical doctors are not allowed in to provide medical care. No one, including family
members, is allowed to bring Tempo his blood pressure medication. According to their lawyer, their health
continues to deteriorate.
Please write immediately in English, Portuguese or your own language:

Calling on the Angolan authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Arão Tempo and José
Marcos Mavungo;

Urging the Angolan authorities to ensure they are not subjected to any further ill treatment in the form of
poor detention conditions pending their unconditional release;

Calling on the Angolan authorities to allow them access to adequate medical care;

Urging Angolan authorities to end the practice of arbitrary arrests, harassment and intimidation of activists
in Angola.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 20 MAY 2015 TO:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Jorge Rebelo Chicoti
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Palácio do Comércio
Avenida Comandante Gika
Luanda
Republic of Angola
Tel: +244 222 393 246
Fax: +244 222 395 729
Salutation: A sua Excelencia

Ministry of Justice and Human Rights
Rui Jorge Carneiro Mangueira
Ministry of Justice and Human Rights
Rua 17 Setembro, No. 32
CP 1986
Luanda
Republic of Angola
Fax: +244 222 339 914 or
+244 222 330 327
Salutation: A sua Excelencia

General Prosecutor of Angola
Dr João Maria Moreira de Sousa
Office of the General Prosecutor
Rua 17 Setembro
Largo do Amor, Vila Alice
Luanda
Republic of Angola
Fax: +244 222 333 170 or
+244 222 333 172
Salutation: Exmo Dr.

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below:
Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation
Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Dissent is frequently dealt with repressively, and often violently, by the Angolan authorities. Amnesty International has
documented how the freedom of expression and peaceful assembly have been unlawfully restricted in Angola in its report
Punishing Dissent: Suppression of Freedom of Association and Assembly in Angola (Index AFR 12/004/2014).
Some of those who have challenged the government of President José Eduardo dos Santos have been subjected to
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention and torture. Despite freedom of expression and peaceful
assembly being clearly enshrined in the country’s constitution and in several international laws that Angola has signed and
ratified, violations of these rights continue to occur.

Names: Arão Bula Tempo, José Marcos Mavungo
Gender m/f: m
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