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Whether in a high-profile conflict or a forgotten corner 
of the globe, Amnesty International campaigns for 
justice, freedom and dignity for all and seeks to galvanize 
public support to build a better world. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
� Be part of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate. 

� Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide movement
campaigning for an end to human rights abuses. 

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

PASS IT ON, AND ON, AND ON…

PRIME MINISTER, STOP IGNORING
ROMA’S HUMAN RIGHTS

RELEASE SA’ID M
ETINPOUR NOW
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 Leader of the Islamic Republic
Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei
The Office of the Supreme Leader
Islamic Republic Street – end of Shahid Keshvar
Doust Street 
Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran

Image: Sa’id Metinpour

© Amnesty International

Your Excellency,

Sa’id Metinpour, a member of the Iranian Azerbaijani minority, is serving an

eight-year prison sentence for peacefully campaigning for greater cultural

and language rights for his community. He is a prisoner of conscience and

should be released immediately and unconditionally.

Sa’id Metinpour was arrested on 25 May 2007 in Zanjan, around the

anniversary of mass demonstrations by Iranian Azerbaijanis against a

cartoon in a state-run newspaper, which they considered offensive. Hundreds

were arrested and almost 20 killed during the 2006 demonstration. Sa’id

Metinpour was reportedly tortured during interrogation. He was also detained

for 10 days in February 2007 for peacefully demonstrating on International

Mother Tongue Day.

I also urge you to ensure that the Iranian public education system makes

adequate provision for children of minority communities to learn their own

language in school, and that minority communities are permitted to establish

private schools to educate their children in their own language.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Address:

For a full list of the offices worldwide, please

go to www.amnesty.org/en/worldwide-sites

If there is no office in your country, you can

become an International Member and join our

International Members’ online community.

Visit www.amnesty.org/en/join for info in

Arabic, English, French and Spanish. 

You can also write to:

Online Communities Team, Amnesty

International, International Secretariat, Peter

Benenson House, 1 Easton Street, London

WC1X  0DW, United Kingdom

www.amnesty.org

TOGETHER 
WE CAN MAKE
OUR VOICES
HEARD

PASS IT ON, AND ON, AND ON….

Your Excellency,

Nearly 100 per cent of the Slovenian population have access to sufficient,

safe drinking water but many Roma communities struggle to collect even

small amounts of water for drinking, washing and cooking. Many Roma

live in overcrowded, isolated informal settlements where they are denied

access to public services such as water, sanitation and electricity

because they lack security of tenure. They have no option but to live in

such grossly inadequate conditions, because they face widespread

discrimination when trying to access alternative housing options. 

I urge you to:

� Ensure immediate provision of a sufficient amount of safe water for

personal and domestic use, and a basic level of sanitation in all informal

settlements.

� Ensure security of tenure to all residents of informal settlements,

including through the regularization of settlements wherever possible,

and offer alternative housing options, in consultation with the affected

Roma communities, which do not lead to further segregation.

� Address the discrimination that the Roma face in access to housing

and provide effective remedies for all victims of human rights violations.

Name:

Country:
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House, 

1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK. www.amnesty.org 

Borut Pahor

Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia

Office of the Prime Minister 

Gregorčičeva 20, 25 

1000 Ljubljana 

Slovenia 
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Image: A family of 11 living in a very poorly built shack in

informal settlement Dobruška vas, Slovenia. © Arne Hodalič
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