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ADPAN REGRETS YET MORE EXECUTIONS IN TAIWAN

The Anti-Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) says the latest executions of
five men in Taiwan on 4 March 2011 calls into question the Taiwan
government's stated intention to abolish the death penalty.

This brings the number of executions to nine since last year and goes against
the global trend towards abolition.

The Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty (TAEDP), who are members of
ADPAN, pointed out today that, "carrying out any executions at this point in
time would violate both domestic and international law." Taiwan has legally
committed itself to the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights in 2009, which includes the right to seek pardon or
commutation of the sentence, and incorporated it into domestic law the same
year.

The executions today of Wang Chih-huang, Wang Kuo-hua, Chuang Tien-chu,
Kuan Chung-yen and Chong De-shu were carried out by shooting. None of the
family members were informed before the executions took place.

The Anti Death Penalty Asia Network (ADPAN) is a cross-regional network
made up of over 50 members including lawyers, NGOs and human rights
activists from 23 countries.
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