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Our freedoms are innate rights, human rights.
Denying, removing or limiting those rights is a
choice. Defending those rights is also a choice.
Today, precisely 50 years after Amnesty
International was born, more than 3 million
members are making the choice to ﬁght for
freedom every time they act.
We honour the human rights defenders all over
the world past and present. We honour their
courage and determination.
With this toast, we wish that one day every person
in the world will enjoy the human rights that
belong to all and live a life free from want and
free from fear.

to Freedom!

dear chairman,
Thousands of people who live and trade beside the railway lines in
Accra are at risk of forced eviction to make way for the redevelopment
of the country’s railway infrastructure.
Forced evictions are a violation of human rights. Under international
law, evictions must only be carried out as a last resort, after all
feasible alternatives have been explored, and only once safeguards
are in place. These include genuine consultation with those affected,
reasonable notice, adequate alternative housing and compensation
and access to legal remedies. Everyone is entitled to this protection,
whether or not they own their home and land.
I respectfully urge you to halt the planned demolition of structures
along the railway lines in Accra until all necessary safeguards are in
place, including genuine consultation and a resettlement plan to
provide adequate alternative housing.
yours sincerely,

name:
country:

dear Minister
Asylum-seekers in Greece, including unaccompanied children, are
routinely detained in appalling conditions.
I call on the government to end the routine detention of asylumseekers and limit detention to exceptional circumstances, used only as
a last resort and based on a case-by-case decision that complies with
the principles of necessity and proportionality. Minors should not be
detained at all. The conditions in the detention facilities need to be
brought in line with international standards.
Refugee recognition rates in Greece are among the lowest in the EU. Several
asylum-seekers have been expelled without a full and fair assessment
of their claims, in violation of the principle of non-refoulement.
I strongly support Amnesty International’s call for reforms of the
asylum system in Greece, including safeguards against forced
removal of asylum-seekers pending their appeal, and access to free,
independent and competent legal assistance.
yours sincerely,

name:
country:
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chairman of the railway development
authority, daniel Markin
Ministry of transport
accra, Ghana
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