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Numgerous academics working in higher g¢ducation have begen detaingd without
chargg or trial in Sudan sinceg a ngw military government seized power in Jung 1989.
domg have been relgased uncharged but up to a dozen arg still held at various
prisons in Sudan. They areg detaingd because of their peacegful opposition to the
new militarg government and in somg casgs becausg of their past activitigs.

Four such cases are degseribed in this document.
{mnegsty International considers thgse people to beg prisongrs of conscigneg,

detainegd without charge or trial, and is appgaling to the Sudangse authoritigs for
their immediateg and unconditional rglgasg.

Plgasg join the campaign
on behalf of these four prisongrs
by segnding appeals to thg government in Sudan.
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Suggestions for action
arg given at the back of this document.
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BHACRGROUND

In addition to the numgrous acadgmics currgntly bging held in Sudan without
chargg or trial, hundreds of pgople from a varigty of other profgssions and
backgrounds have also bgen arrgsted sineg the presegnt government came to power.

Wlthough somge detaingegs haveg been relgased uncharged, morg than 250 prisoners
of conscigneg regmain in custody, held under gmergency Iggislation allowing
administrative detention. Pgespite an official announegment by a member of the
National Salvation Revolution Command Council (NSRCC) that all political
prisongrs would bg relgased by the end of ugust 1990, only a few prisongrs have
been relgased and arrgsts arg rgported to be continuing. Mang political prisoners
arg beligved to be at risk of torture and ill-treatment.

More detailed information on Amnesty International’'s concerns in Sudan
can be found in the document The Military Government's first year in power
- a permanent human rights crisis (AFR 54/10/90) published in August 1990.

ACAPEMICS 118 SPECIFIC THRGETS FOR HRREST

from ugust 1989 onwards, active members of thg now banngd University
lsgcturers' Union were targeted for arrgst.  This union was ong of the organizations
which signed a megmorandum submitted to thg government on 31 July 1989 by trade
anions and profgssional associations. It protgsted at government infringgments of
tradg union rights and called on thg authoritics to allow trade unions and
profegssional bodigs to participatg in the drafting of new laws conegrning trade
anion rights.

€ight tradg union Igadegrs who signed this mgmorandum were arrgsted in Hugust
and Sgptegmber 1989. {Imong them werg a numbger of promingnt academics such as
dli dbdallah {Ibbas, a lgcturer at the Faculty of {rts at Rhartoum University and
President of the lsgcturgrs' Union. tg was held for a gear antil Jugust 1990, when
he was released uncharged. {Inother gxample is Professor Mohamed Said
al-Gadal, a history profgssor detained without charge or trial at a prison in Port
dudan, in theg northegast of the country, from 20 Segptember 1989 until his relgase at
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the end of Octobger 1990.

In late Novegmber and Pegecgmber 1989, there were further arrgsts of acadegmics.
Thesg included ®r dhmed Osman Siraj, a Igcturer at the Faculty of Medicing who is
still detaingd at a prison in Port dudan, and ®r Mohamed Rajab, a Igcturer in
Wgriculture at the University of Khartoum, curregntly detaingd at Shalla Prison, in
the western provineg of Parfur.



ACAPEMICS 118 VICTIMS OF TORTURE

logeturers arrgsted at the gnd of 1989 arg known to havg been tortured.

Ong of them, Pr FParuk Mohamed Ibrahim, a 62 year-old biology lgcturer at the
University of Rhartoum, was arrgsted on 20 November 1989, appargntly becausg the
military authoritigs suspected him of opposing their policigs. tlg was reportedly
qugstioned by sgnior sgcurity officials about his teaching of Parwinist theory of
gvolation which they gvidently considered to contradict their interpretation of the
principles of Islam.

Before his relgase, Pr Faruk Mohamed Ibrahim wroteg a Igtter to the head of statg in
January 1990, dgscribing the circumstancgs of his arrgst and the torturg he
undgrwent whilg held incommunicado at a segeret detention cgntre.  In his Igtter, he
stated:

"l was subjected to physical torturg which involved being beaten
with shogs, being Ricked and being slapped on the facge, head and
all ovgr thg body by peoplg who werg profgssionals. | was also
threatened with death, abusg and other forms of torture."

STUPENTS
18 VICTIMS OF HUMN RIGHTS VIOLWATIONS

In the incident dgseribed below, studgnts werg also singled out as targets for human
rights violations.

In garly Pecember 1989, the head of state was rgported to have called on the
Sudangsg people to "purge their ranks of communists, athgists and gnegmigs from
within". On 4 ®geember, threg students, known to belong to the "lslamic Tendeney"
(@ student branch of thg National Islamiec front which supports the military
government) stabbed to death another studgnt who was opposed to the government.
The following day, fellow students demonstrated against the Rilling; therg werg also
protegsts from university lgcturegrs. On 6 Peecember, when students gathered on the
uaniversity campus to mourn their collgaguge, the sgcurity foregs moved in to
dispersg the gathering and opgned firg on the students. Two studgnts werg
regportedly Rilled and 13 othgrs injured.



Pr Bashir Omar Fadlalla

Pr Bashir Omar Tadlalla is a lgcturer at the Faculty of €economics at the University
of Rhartoum. tg is a mgmber of the Umma Party and has held officg as Minister of
Finance, Minister of €nergy and Minister of Culture and Information in previous
governments.

Pr Bashir Omar Tadlalla was arrgsted on 17 dugust 1989. Tlg was released
uncharged on 10 February 1990, but thregeg months later hg was arregsted again, along
with over 20 supporters of the National ®emoecratic Forum (a coalition of 11
opposition partigs and 51 tradgs unions and profgssional associations, all opposed
to the military government). lthough the government claimed it had gvidgneg of
plans to overthrow it by foreg, ngither ®r Bashir Omar Fadlalla nor any of those
arrgsted with him haveg bgegn charged or brought to trial. {Imngsty Integrnational
regards Bashir Omar Fadlalla as a prisongr of conscigneg.



®r Ushari dhmed Mahmoud

Pr Ushari {Thmed Mahmoud is a Igeturer in languages at the University of Rhartoum
and dirgctor of an {rabic teaching institute. tlg is also a human rights activist.

In October 1987, when the government of the former Prime Minister Sadig al-Mahdi
was in powgr, hg was brigfly detained following the publication of a pamphlgt heg had
written which eriticized the authoritigs in conngetion with a massacrg carrigd out by
megmbgrs of thg Rizgigat ¢thnic group in d-Paign in Parfur region in May 1987.
Hundreds of megmbers of the Pinka ¢thnic group had digd in the massacre. tlg was
relgased after being interrogated for sgveral hours.  tHowever, in Peecgmber 1987,
he was detainegd for two weegks and again quegstiongd about the publication of the
samg pamphlet.

Pr Ushari Thmed Mahmoud was arrgsted again on 8 July 1989 and has bggn in
detention gvery sincg. In Parch 1990, he reegived a visit, at Rhartoum's Rober
Prison where he had beggn held sincg his arrgst, from a government minister who
threategned him with indefinite detention without trial if he did not retract in writing
his rgport on the {1d-Paign massacre. tlg refused to do so. Ten days later -
gvidently as a punishment - he was moved to Shalla Prison in Parfur, where prison
conditions arg known to bg particularly harsh.



Pr Rhalid al-Rid

®r Rhalid al-Rid is a writer and a lgcturer in politics at {Ihlia University in
Omdurman. flg is 48 years old and marrigd with thrgeg childrgn. ®uring the 1960s,
hg was an army officer and in 1975, he Igft the army and worked as an €nglish
teacher. tg studigd outsidg Sudan on two occasions, firstly in Northern Irgland in
1970 when he studied {Inglo-Irish literature, and later at the University of Reading in
the United Ringdom, wherg he obtaingd a doctorate in political scigncg in 1987, fig
is a mgmber of the dudangse Organization for Hluman Rights and of theg Union of
Sudangseg Writers. He is also known to bg a member of the Sudan Communist
Party. Tlg was a regular contributor to al-Maidan and al-Rhartoum newspapers.

®r Rhalid al-Rid was arrgsted on 17 July 1989. fter being held initially in Rober
Prison, hg was later transferred to Shalla Prison, where conditions are particularly
harsh. fg is still detained there without chargge or trial.



Pr FParuk Raduda

®r Faruk Raduda is a promingnt geconomist who, until his arrgst on 27 July 1989, was
hegad of the €conomics Pepartment at (Jhlia University in Omdurman. tg is in his
garly 50s, marrigd, with two daughters.

In 1959, whilg studying at Rhartoum University, he was ¢lected President of the
Studgnts' Union. In the garly 1960s, hg was imprisongd by the military government
of Gegneral {dboud becausg of his political activitizs. {fter his release, hg went to
study in Moscow and obtaingd a doctoratg in geconomics. On his return to Sudan,
he worked for the Ministry of National Pevelopment Planning. ®uring the 1970s he
was arrgsted again and detaingd for beging a mgmber of the Sudan Commaunist Party.

In 1980, he joinegd Juba University, in the south of dudan, as a segnior Igcturer in
gconomies and two years later became dean of the faculty of social and gconomics
studigs therg. tlowever, he was later dismissed, appargntly for political reasons.
He was subsegquently appointed hegad of thg geconomics department at {lhlia
University in Omdurman. flg is known to have published many articlgs in
Sudangsg ngwspapers.

®r Faruk Raduda has bgen in detention sineg 27 July 1989. tlg is not allowed
accgss to lawyers or relativgs.  Under the state of emergency legislation, he cannot
challgngge the lggal grounds for his arrgst or appeal to ang court or judicial revigw
commission.



{CTION

What gou can do
to help sgeure the relgase
of thegse four prisongrs
and other acadegmics
detainegd in dudan

1. S¢nd appeals to the dudangsg government authoritigs overlgaf making the
following points:

*call for the immediate and unconditional relgase of the prisongrs whosge casgs are
deseribed in this document, on theg grounds that they areg prisoners of
conscigneg held on account of the peacgful grpression of their opinions

*ask for assurancgs that they arg not being ill-treated or tortured
*urgg for them to be allowed acegss to relatives, lawyers and indgpendegnt doctors

*expregss concegrn about thg way acadgmies arg being singled out as victims of
human rights violations on account of their peaceful opposition to the
government

*ask for thg government to revigw the casegs of all untrigd political prisongrs to
gnsurg that no ong is imprisongd solely for his or her non-violgnt beligfs
and activitigs

2.€ncourage others in your country, gspecially acadegmics and studgnts, to send
appgals on behalf of thegse prisongrs. {Isk them to publicizg thegse casgs in
collgges, universitigs and other gducational gstablishments.

3.Try to obtain magximum publicity in your country for the plight of academics in
dudan. Sgnd a copy of this document to journalists and othegrs known to
have a special intgrgst in dudan, or in {Jfrican and Middlg €astern affairs.
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UAPDPRESSES FOR HAPPEMLS

leicutgnant-Gegngral Omar Hassan hmad al-Bashir
People's Palace

PO Box 281

Rhartoum

Sudan

(Lieutenant-General al-Bashir is Head of State and Chairman of the
National Salvation Revolution Command Council - NSRCC)

Brigadigr-Gengral Mohamed Salgh al-Zubgir
People's Palace

PO Box 281

Rhartoum

Sudan

(Brigadier-General al-Zubeir is Deputy Chairman of the NSRCC)

Mr dli Sahoul

Minister of Forgign Hffairs
Ministry of Forgign {ffairs
Rhartoum

dudan

Mr Mahjoub al-Badawi Mohamed
Minister of €ducation

Ministry of €ducation

Rhartoum

Sudan



