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ECUADORAlexis Ponce (human rights defender)
Edgar Ponce Iturriaga (trade unionist)
Dr. Rodrigo Borja Cevallos (former President of Ecuador)
Bishop Alberto Luna Tobar (Roman Catholic church)
Cecilia Calderón de Castro [f] (parliamentarian from Izquierda Democrática)
René Maugé (parliamentarian from Izquierda Democrática)
Dr. Hernán Rivadeneira (leader of the Partido Socialista Ecuatoriano)
Nela Martínez [f] (writer)
Belén Andrade [f] (journalist)
Emma Ortega (f) (women’s activist)
The above ten men and women, all public figures in Ecuador, are reported to
be on a death list, and Amnesty International fears for their safety. An eleventh
person on the list, opposition parliamentarian Jaime Hurtado Gonzalez from
the Movimiento Popular Democrático, was shot dead on 17 February 1999, together
with two others (see UA 28/99, AI Index: AMR 28/04/99, 19 February 1999).
All 11 were apparently among some 600 foreigners invited to a “peace dialogue”
(“diálogo de paz”) in Colombia last January on the internal armed conflict
in that country.
One of them, Alexis Ponce, is the spokesperson (vocero) of the Asamblea
Permanente de Derechos Humanos (APDH), a non-governmental human rights
organization based in the capital, Quito. The day after the assassination of
Jaime Hurtado, the APDH received threatening phone calls which forced them
to move to different offices. A few days later Alexis Ponce heard that his
own name was on the death list and left Quito.
He returned briefly to the city on 4 March, to meet an officer of the Policía
Nacional, National Police, who apparently showed him a list of the Ecuadoreans
invited to the “peace dialogue”. The police were following a lead (hipótesis)
that these people were on the death list, and had been targeted by Colombian
paramilitaries. However, Alexis Ponce told the officer that it was possible
that those who planned and carried out the killings of Jaime Hurtado and the
two others were Ecuadoreans rather than Colombians.
For several days after this meeting, friends looking after Alexis Ponce’s house
received anonymous telephone threats. On 12 March, while his friends were out,
his house was broken into. Documents and files containing human rights
information were opened and a small strong-box containing a tape-recording
with information about the killing of a prominent Ecuadorean trade unionist
(see Ecuador: The death of Saúl Cañar Pauta, AI Index: AMR 28/03/98, December
1998), was stolen. Alexis Ponce believes that whoever broke in was looking
for information about the assassination of Jaime Hurtado.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
These death threats and the break-in come at a time of economic, social and
political crisis in Ecuador.
Since President Jamil Mahuad Witt took office in August 1998, his government
has implemented a series of measures designed to tackle the crisis, including
declaring states of emergency which have resulted in the mobilization of the
National Police and the armed forces.
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In January 1999 a state of emergency was declared in the Province of Guayas,
including the city of Guayaquil, to combat a spiralling crime wave. During
the state of emergency Amnesty International has documented the cases of at
least two people who were shot dead in apparent summary executions, of detainees
who were beaten and ill-treated, and of hundreds of people who suffered
short-term imprisonment for not possessing identity papers. The state of
emergency in the province is still in force.
On 9 March the government declared a nation-wide state of emergency in response
to the economic crisis and a two-day general strike which was called for 10
and 11 March. Hundreds of people protesting against the government’s economic
measures were detained during the strike. This state of emergency was lifted
on 18 March.
On 17 March Amnesty International published an open letter to President Mahuad
requesting him to remind the heads (comandantes) of the security forces and
the director of prisons that fundamental human rights must be respected at
all times, regardless of the circumstances faced by the government or the
imposition of a state of emergency.
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail
letters in Spanish or your own language:
- expressing concern that the names of the above ten Ecuadoreans (name some
or all of them) invited to a “peace dialogue” held in Colombia last January
appear to be on a death list;
-expressing concern that human rights defender Alexis Ponce has received
numerous threatening telephone calls since 18 February 1999, and that
information was stolen from his Quito home on 12 March 1999;
- calling on the authorities to guarantee the safety of those named on the
death list;
- calling on the authorities to conduct a prompt and independent investigation
into the death threats, make public the findings, and bring those responsible
to justice.
APPEALS TO:
Minister of Government and Police
Vladimiro Álvarez Grau
Ministro de Gobierno y Policía
Ministerio de Gobierno y Policía
Espejo y Benalcázar
QUITO
Ecuador
Salutations: Dear Minister/Estimado Sr. Ministro
Fax: + (593 2) 580 067
COPIES TO:
Human Rights Organization
Centro de Documentación en Derechos Humanos
Av. 10 de Agosto 2655
Edif. Tauro, Of. 802
QUITO

and to diplomatic representatives of Ecuador accredited to your country.
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 April 1999.

