2. Migrants have human rights too
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3. If refugees and migrants have rights,
what is the problem?
Worldwide, there are an
estimated 175 million migrants
living outside their countries.
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4. Social and economic rights
are human rights
Amnesty
International
undertakes
research
and
advocacy for the protection and
promotion of the human rights of
refugees, asylum-seekers and
migrants. Amnesty International’s
mission includes promoting and
protecting economic, social and
cultural rights. As an organization,
we are committed to opposing
grave abuses of economic, social
and cultural rights where these
abuses arise from a policy of
discrimination, or are abuses of
the
rights
to
freedom
of
conscience
and
expression,
freedom from discrimination, or
physical and mental integrity.
Some refugees, asylumseekers and migrants experience
violations of their economic, social
and cultural rights in their home
countries.
This also happens in their
countries of asylum or receiving
countries and often arises out of
discriminatory
policies
and
practices.

The rights that are at stake
include:


The right to work



The right to health



The right to education



The right to food



The right to housing

Refugees
and
migrants
returning to their countries can
also experience problems in reestablishing
themselves.
Programs for
the voluntary
repatriation or return of refugees
or migrants need to be sustainable
if they are not to result in further
forcible displacement or nonvoluntary migration. Respect for
economic, social and cultural
rights is essential in ensuring
sustainability and solutions.
All human rights are universal,
indivisible and interdependent
and interrelated.
Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action, 1993.

RIGHTS WHEREVER YOU ARE
1. Refugees and asylum-seekers
have human rights
Every
day
people
make the agonizing
decision to leave their
homes, communities
and countries.
Some leave because they are
afraid. They are afraid for their
lives, and for the lives of their
children and loved ones.

Every refugee is the result
of a government’s failure to protect
their human rights. Some of those
governments commit violations,
others tolerate them, and others
are unable to prevent them from
happening.
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2001,
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of Human Rights
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boat. The majority go by road,
together and reaffirmed their
many of them on foot. Some fall
commitment to the 1951 Refugee
into the hands of people
Convention,
recognising
its
smugglers and traffickers, who run
“enduring importance”.
a
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and
dangerous
business.
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