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 ISRAEL/OT/PA: Deliberate Killing of Civilians is never justified 

 

Nothing can justify the deliberate killing of civilians, Amnesty International said 

today condemning yesterday's attack at a hotel in Netanya. Nineteen people 

celebrating Passover at the hotel were killed and at least another 100 were 

wounded. The attack was claimed by Hamas. 

 

"Deliberately targeting civilians is a grave breach of the fundamental 

principles of international humanitarian law," the organization said. "This is an 

unacceptable  tragedy and we call on armed Palestinian groups to immediately 

cease killing civilians." 

 

"At the same time we remind the Israeli Government that,  however 

shocking the abuses of international humanitarian law by armed groups, the 

Fourth Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War 

prohibits governments from carrying out reprisals against 'protected persons or 

their property'," Amnesty International added. 
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