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Luis Inacio DA SILVA and 10 other trade unionists 

On 
 appeals 

the ten 

16 April 1982 the Superior Military Tribunal will hear another 
on behalf of Luis Inacio da Silva (known as "Lula") and 
other members of the metalworkers union convicted of offences 

under the Law of National Security. 

Background 

On 19 November 1981 a military court in Sao Paulo found Luis 
Inacio da Silva and ten other trade union leaders guilty of 
infringing Article 36 of the Law of National Security for their part 
in a 41-day strike in 1980 of metalworkers in the ABC industrial 
suburbs of Sao Paulo (Santo Andre, Sao Bernardo and Sao Caetano). 
The decision was reached in secret after an unusually long period of 
discussion by the military judges. Even then the decision was only 
by a 3-2 majority. The defence was expecting Lula, the President 
of the Pcur.tido do.6 TILabai_hadolLe..6 (PT) Workers' Party to be 
acquitted. Instead the re-trial has virtually confirmed the 
original sentences handed down by a court on 25 February 1981, 
whose proceedings were annulled, on appeal, by the Superior 
Military Tribunal on 2 September. 

The sentences were as follows: 

Luis Inacio da Silva - 3 years 6 months 
Enilson Simoes de Moura - 3 years 6 months 
Djalrna de Souza Born - 3 years 
Rubens Teodoro de Arruda - 3 years 
Juraci Batista Magalhaes - 3 years 
Jose Maria de Almeida - 2 years 6 months 
Manoel Anisio Gomes - 2 years 6 months 
Gilson Luis Correia de Menezes - 2 years 5 months 
Osmar Santos de Mendonga - 2 years 
Nelson Campagnolo - 2 years 
Wagner Lino Alves - 2 years 

Jose Cicotti - acquitted 
Jose Timoteo da Silva - acquitted 

Article 36 of th.e Law of National Security forbids incitement to 
collective disobedience. All eleven were free pending the outcome of 
their appeal to the Superior Military Tribunal. 

. . .  I ... 



RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Telegrams/airmail letters expressing concern about the sentencing of 
Luis Inacio da Silva and the other trade unionists. Express the 
hope that the authorities take steps so that the men are not 
imprisoned for, should this happen, Amnesty International would 
consider them to be prisoners of conscience. 

(Further background information on each of the trade unionists 1.s 
contained in AMR 19/02/81 of 26 August 1981.) 

APPEALS TO: 

Presidente da Republica Federativa do Brasil 
General Joao Baptista Figueiredo 

AddlLe/2-6 6M te1-e.gMiM : 
P11 .. eoide.n,te. F ig.ue.,iJc_e.do, Pcd .. ac.,fo 
do Pfctncl-tto, &1,c .. �ilict, BJt.azil Gabinete do Presidente 

Palacio do Planalto 
70.000 Brasilia D.F., Brazil. 

Ministro da Justicia do Brasil 
Ibrahim Abi Ackel 
Ministerio da Justicia 
Es�lanada dos Ministerios bloco B 
70.000 Brasilia D.F. 
Brazil 

COPIES TO: 

Sr. Presidente 
Sr. Seabra Fagundes 
Ordem dos Advogados do Brasil 
Conselho Federal 
Aveuida Marechal Cgmara 210/4

° 

20.000 Rio de Janeiro RJ 
Brazil 

Sr. Presidente 
Superior Tribtmal Militar 
Fraga dos Tribunais Superiores 
70.000 Brasilia DF 
Brazil 

AdcV'Le.M 6011.. te1-e.g11..am-6 : 
�li,11,,.U:,tll..o da ]tl-6tic.ia, �kni-6te.fl..,{,o da 
]LL-'.),uua, Bll..Milia, Bll..CLZil 

and to Brazilian diplomatic representatives 1.n your country. 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Please check with the 
International Secretariat if sending appeals after 16 April 1982. 

□ Please take Lmmediate action as soon as you receive this
Urgent AcLl,)n appeal. Carefully read the Recommended
;\ct ion.

l..l Letters and telegrams sl1ould be brief and courteous. 
Stress that y,.,·.!r concern for human rights is not in Jny 
way politic,dly partisan. Refer to the relevant provisions 
i.n internatio:1al law, such as the United Nations Universal
i.leclaration of Human Rights:

Article 3, "Everyone has the right to life, liberty and
security of person"; 
Article 5, "No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
('.rue!, inhuman or d-�g,'lding tre.atment or punishment"; 
i\:ticle 9, "No one sllall Le subjected to arbitary arrest, 
de1ention or exile". 

D The name of.Amnesty International can be used unless 
sta�ed ntherwise; although, letters written in a private or 
profes�tonal capacity may be more effective. 

D Information about the alleged connection of any person 
with an organization which is banned in their country is 
provided as background only and should not be included 
in appeals. 

D In Urgent Action cases, where A111nesty International has 
to act rapidly to prevent the possible ill-treatment of 
prisoners, appeals are issued when the circumstances of a 
person's arrest or disappearance make such treatment iLkely. 
Do not make direct accusa lions and, unless otherwise 
instructed, do not use the word"torture". 

D Send at least one telegram or express letter immediately. 
Other letters can be sent afterwards to the addresses listed. 
Copies of letters should be sent to the relevant diplomatic 
representatives in your country. Copies of any replies 
rc:::eived should be sent immediately to the International 
3ecretariat, or 1to your national section or Urgent Action 
coordinator. Thank the official who has replied, requesting 
that you be kept infor1-;:;-, about the case. 
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