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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

®Sgd lhkhs`qx hr dudqxvgdqd `mc @la`r `qd dudqxvgdqd¯ 
Hmsdquhdv vhsg ®XF¯+ 07 Mnudladq 1/11+Bafoussam. 

 

This report documents crimes under domestic law and human rights violations committed by members of 
the defence and security forces, armed separatists and militias since 2020 in the Anglophone North-West 
region of Cameroon, `mc `m`kxrdr sgd `tsgnqhshdr­ qdsponse regarding the need for justice and for the 
protection of actors that denounce atrocities committed against the population. 
 
The harsh repression by the authorities of the 2016-17 protests calling for an end to the marginalization of 
the Anglophone minority, followed by the self-oqnbk`hldc hmcdodmcdmbd ne ®@la`ynmh`¯ rs`sd ax rdo`q`shrs
leaders has turned into a situation of armed violence in the North-West and South-West Anglophone regions, 
with the population caught between its various actors. 
 
Despite some losses and dissent within and between their groups, armed separatists (comprised of several 
geographically identified groups) are still very active, including outside the Anglophone regions. They are 
strengthening their arsenal of weapons and continuing to attack state officials, and anyone suspected of 
supporting the central government, or not adhering to their cause. Cameroonian defence and security forces 
have also strengthened their presence in the Anglophone regions and are conducting operations against 
separatists and persons suspected of supporting them. 
 
In the North-West specifically, long-standing conflicts between Mbororo Fulani herders and farmers are 
fuelling armed violence. The Mbororo Fulani populations have been quickly targeted by armed separatists, in 
part because they are perceived as supporting the authorities in power. As the situation deteriorated, militias 
mainly composed of Mbororo Fulani, supported or tolerated by the authorities, have committed abuses 
against the population. 
 
To document this situation, Amnesty International delegates conducted two visits in Cameroon in four 
different regions, including the North-West, between November 2022 and March 2023. They met in person 
and talked by phone with more than 100 victims of crimes under domestic law and human rights violations 
committed in the North-West region in the context of the ongoing armed violence; twelve representatives of 
national and international NGOs; 10 journalists; eight commissioners of the Cameroon Human Rights 
Commission (CHRC). However, requests for meeting with various government ministers did not receive any 
answer. 

This report documents several cases of serious crimes committed by armed separatists against the 
population in the North-West region, in particular against the Mbororo Fulani, with discriminatory and 
inflammatory speech targeting this population. Amnesty International has documented several cases of 
killings in different villages in Donga-Mantung division, the destruction of property and abductions. 
 
It also presents cases of killings and the destruction of homes perpetrated by Mbororo Fulani militias in 
several villages in Menchum and Donga-Mantung divisions. 
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The report also documents serious human rights violations committed by the defence and security forces in 
Bui division, including killings and the destruction of property. Amnesty International has also collected 
testimonies from women victims of rape and other sexual violence by members of the defence and security 
forces. 
 
The political and judicial authorities have responded to this situation with further human rights violations. 
Separatist political leaders and members of civil society, including journalists, were tried and sentenced by 
military courts for terrorism-related offences, even though military courts should not in any circumstances 
whatsoever have jurisdiction over civilians according to international and regional human rights norms. 
People accused of being armed separatists or their supporters have at times been arbitrarily arrested and 
detained. Meanwhile, very little information has been made available on genuine investigations into the 
crimes committed by armed separatists against the population, leaving many victims of these crimes waiting 
for justice.  

The government has at times announced investigations and prosecutions of certain human rights violations 
committed by the armed forces, but apart from the opening of the trial more than two years ago on the 
Ngarbuh massacre ± during which 21 persons, including 13 children, were killed by members of the army 
forces and militias in 2020 ± no further information has been made available on how the proceedings have 
evolved, raising concerns about de facto impunity in these cases.  
 
In addition, instead of protecting the rights to freedom of expression and to seek information guaranteed by 
international and regional human rights instruments ratified by Cameroon, the authorities are attempting to 
silence human rights defenders, activists, lawyers and the media who speak out against atrocities committed 
in the context of armed violence in Cameroon­s Anglophone regions. This report documents cases of judicial 
proceedings, arbitrary detentions and threats orchestrated by the authorities against those who dare to 
denounce human rights violations committed by the defence and security forces. It also exposes the many 
threats made by separatists against those who denounce their crimes. 
 
The Cameroonian authorities have also failed to cooperate effectively with international and regional human 
rights institutions, which have repeatedly asked to be allowed to visit the country to carry out fact-finding 
missions, but to no avail. 
 
In this context, Cameroon­s international partners, including Belgium, Croatia, France, Israel, Russia, Serbia, 
the United Kingdom and the USA have continued to cooperate with the country militarily, including through 
the supply of arms and military equipment. Amnesty International underlines the risk that the military 
equipment provided by Cameroon­s partners could be used by army forces, militias, or armed separatists to 
commit crimes in the Anglophone regions. 
 
Therefore, among other recommendations, Amnesty International calls on the Cameroonian authorities to: 
 
¶ Conduct prompt, thorough, independent and impartial investigations into all allegations of crimes 

under domestic law and human rights violations committed by all armed forces in the context of the 
armed violence in the Anglophone North-West and South-Vdrs qdfhnmr+ hmbktchmf hmsn sgd rs`sd­r
responsibility for crimes committed by the militias, and prosecute and sentence those responsible in 
fair trials, without recourse to the death penalty; 

¶ Ensure military tribunals can only have jurisdiction over offences of a purely military nature 
committed by military personnel; 

¶ Immediately and unconditionally release all persons arbitrarily detained; 

¶ Ensure that arrests and detentions are conducted in compliance with international human rights 
standards and domestic law, and that all security forces are trained on and understand these norms; 

¶ Ensure that detainees are promptly brought before an ordinary court that upholds international fair 
trial standards, are informed of the charges against them, and have knowledge of and access to legal 
procedures allowing them to challenge the legality of their detention; 

¶ Guarantee the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, in accordance with the 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bnudm`ms nm Bhuhk `mc Onkhshb`k Qhfgsr `mc sgd @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokdr­
Rights; 
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¶ Take all appropriate measures to protect journalists, human rights defenders and activists who 
receive threats for having documented or denounced crimes and human rights violations in the 
context of the armed violence in the Anglophone regions. 
 

Amnesty International also recommends that international partners: 
 
¶ Condemn crimes and human rights violations committed by Cameroonian security forces, militias 

and armed separatists, and publicly call on the Government of Cameroon to urgently initiate 
thorough, independent, impartial investigations into allegations of human rights violations and 
crimes committed in the context of the armed violence in the Anglophone regions;   
 

¶ Carry out rigorous, regular risk assessments, unit vetting and post-delivery monitoring, to verify all 
recipients of arms and related military assistance are operating fully in line with international 
human rights law; 
 

¶ Where there is credible evidence that units in receipt of arms or military assistance have committed 
or facilitated serious human rights violations of international human rights law or humanitarian law, 
and there are no sufficient measures in place to improve compliance with international human 
rights law or humanitarian law, immediately cease the provision of all forms of military assistance. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

This report on crimes and human rights violations in the context of the armed violence in the North-West 
region of Cameroon is the result of research carried out from 2021 to 2023. It covers events from 2016 to 
May 2023, but mainly focuses on atrocities committed since 2020.   

Although both the North-West and South-West Anglophone regions are affected by armed violence, Amnesty 
International decided to focus on the North-West region, to allow more detailed analysis of the specific 
dynamics of the armed violence in the region. Indeed, in this region, the long-standing land crisis, often but 
not always involving the Mbororo herders, has become part of, and fuelled, the armed violence involving 
armed separatists, the armed forces, as well as Mbororo Fulani militias.  

The situation in the North-West and South-Vdrs qdfhnmr cndr mns pt`khex `r ®`qldc bnmekhbs¯ tmcdq
international humanitarian law. This means that the atrocities detailed in this report are analysed under the 
eq`ldvnqj ne hmsdqm`shnm`k gtl`m qhfgsr k`v- Hm sghr qdonqs+ vd vhkk qdedq sn ®`qldc uhnkdmbd¯+ ®`ss`bjr¯+
®`qldc fqntor¯ `mc ®lhkhsh`r¯+ `kk sn ad tmcdqrsnnc hm sgd bontext of extreme violence in a non-conflict 
situation. 

Amnesty International delegates conducted a first research visit to Cameroon between 13 and 28 November 
2022. They went to Yaoundé (Centre region), Douala (Littoral region), Bafoussam (West region), and met 
with victims of crimes and human rights violations committed in the North-West region in the context of 
ongoing armed violence. 

The delegates also met with twelve representatives of national and international NGOs; one journalist; eight 
members of the Cameroon Human Rights Commission (CHRC), including its vice-president; and nine 
representatives of the European Union delegation, Canadian, German, USA and United Kingdom embassies. 
Amnesty International requested meetings with the Ministers of Justice, Territorial Administration and 
Defence but received no reply. 

A second visit was carried out by Amnesty International between March and April 2023 in 15 towns or 
villages in five subdivisions in the North-West region: Wum, Jakiri, Kumbo, Ndu and Esu. 

In total, this report is based on interviews with more than 170 people, including at least 50 women. 
Interviews with victims were conducted in English, pidgin English, Fulfude, Limbum and Lamso. In 
`bbnqc`mbd vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r onkhbx+ sgd `mnmxlhsxof some interviewees has been protected at 
sgdhq qdptdrs+ nq `esdq sgd nqf`mhy`shnm­r `rrdrrldms ne sgd onsdmsh`k qhrjr sn sgdrd hmchuhct`kr- 

Hundreds of articles from news websites and academic research, as well as press releases and statements 
from the authorities, were also consulted to support the research.  

On 5 June 2023, Amnesty International sent by email a letter outlining the main findings of this report and 
offering the right to reply to the Office of Human Rights of the Ministry of Justice of Cameroon. The Minister 
of Justice­r office was unwilling to give an official email address to Amnesty International. The organization 
sent a similar letter to the Minister of Defence. To date, Amnesty International has not received any response 
from these authorities.  
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3. BACKGROUND: FROM 
PROTESTS TO ARMED 
VIOLENCE  

®Odnokd `qd trhmfsghr bqhrhr enq qdudmfd¯ 
A member of the Mbororo Social and Cultural Development Association (Mboscuda). 

 
 

3.1 FROM GRIEVANCES TO WEAPONS  

3.1.1 THE ROOTS OF THE CRISIS  

In late 2016, protesters in Cameroon­s Anglophone regions (the North-West and South-West) took to the 

streets to denounce what they saw as the growing marginalisation of Anglophone linguistic, cultural and 

educational traditions and systems in various areas, and the failure to improve Anglophone representation in 

politics. Some demonstrators also called for greater autonomy or secession for the Anglophone regions. The 

demonstrations (in large part peaceful) and strikes were initially led by lawyers, teachers and students, and 

eventually involved a wider section of the population. The authorities responded with violence. 

Security forces were responsible for the killing of at least 10 peaceful protesters between October 2016 and 
February 2017.1  On 13 November 2016, the African Commission on Human and Peoples­ Rights (ACHPR) 
cdmntmbdc ®sgd chroqnonqshnm`sd `mc cd`sgkx trd ne enqbd `mc uhnkdmbd sn chrodk od`bdetk `mc tm`qldc
lawyers, teachers, students, civilians and protesters in Bamenda, Buea and Kumba; the raping of students in 
Buea; the arbitrary arrests, detention and merciless beatings orchestrated by the police, gendarmerie, 
military and the Rapid Intervention Battalion (BIR) following strikes and protests that have been going on 
rhmbd Nbsnadq 1/05¯. 
 
Hundreds of people were arrested between October 2016 and early 2017+ hmbktchmf sgd ®Mdq` sdm¯
separatist leaders,2 protest organizers, protest participants and journalists. They included journalists Mancho 

 

1 Amnesty International, A turn for the worse: violence and human rights violations in Anglophone Cameroon (AFR 17/8481/2018); 12 June 
2018, www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr17/8481/2018/en/#:~:text=Search-
,Cameroon%3A%20A%20turn%20for%20the%20worse%3A%20Violence%20and%20human,rights%20violations%20in%20Anglophone
%20Cameroon&text=Since%20late%202016%2C%20Cameroon's%20Anglophone,become%20a%20human%20rights%20crisis. 
2 Among them Julius Ayuk Tabe, the ehqrs ®Oqdrhcdms ne sgd Hmsdqhl Fnudqmldms ne sgd Edcdq`k Qdotakhb ne @la`ynmh`¯- 



 

CAMEROON. WITH OR AGAINST US  
PEOPLE OF THE NORTH-WEST REGION CAUGHT BETWEEN THE ARMY, ARMED SEPARATISTS AND MILITIAS 
  

Amnesty International 12 

Bibixy Tse and Tsi Conrad, and high school vice-principal Penn Terence Khan, who were sentenced by 
military courts for terrorism-related offences. The ten separatist leaders were sentenced to life imprisonment, 
Mancho Bibixy Tse to 15 years­ imprisonment, Penn Terence Khan to 12 years­ imprisonment and Tsi 
Conrad to 15 years­ imprisonment. In opinions issued on 6 October 2022,3 September 2019,4 and May 
2021, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention ruled that the detention ne sgd ®Mdq` 0/¯+ L`mbgn
Bibixy and Tsi Conrad were arbitrary, and called for their immediate release. 
 
Various civil society organizations were also banned,5 and the internet and phone lines were cut. According 
to the NGO Access Now, the first internet shutdown lasted 94 days, starting on 17 January 2017, and the 
second lasted from October 2017 to March 2018.6 Anglophone activist groups responded with civil 
chrnadchdmbd s`bshbr+ hmbktchmf rbgnnk anxbnssr `mc ®fgnrs snvm¯ oqnsdrsr- 
 
Amnesty International recalls that the rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly are guaranteed 
by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the African Charter on Human and 
Peoples­ Rights, both ratified by Cameroon.    

Hs `krn qdb`kkr sg`s @qshbkd 03 ne sgd HBBOQ q`shehdc ax B`ldqnnm rs`sdr sg`s ®everyone shall be entitled to a 
fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law̄-7 The 
Oqhmbhokdr `mc Fthcdkhmdr nm sgd Qhfgs sn ` E`hq Sqh`k `mc Kdf`k @rrhrs`mbd hm @eqhb` bkd`qkx rs`sd sg`s ®lilitary 
courts should not in any circumstances vg`srndudq g`ud itqhrchbshnm nudq bhuhkh`mr¯-8 

3.1.2 ESCALATION TO ARMED VIOLENCE  
The crisis escalated in late 2017, after separatist leaders united to form the Southern Cameroons Ambazonia 
Consortium United Front (SCACUF), led by chairman Sisiku Julius Ayuk Tabe, and declared the 
independence of the "Federal Republic of Ambazonia" on 1 October 2017. This announcement was quickly 
followed by attacks on security forces, especially gendarmes and police, with at least 44 of them killed 
between September 2017 and May 2018 in both the North-West and South-West regions.9 

Since 2017, clashes between the Cameroonian military and armed separatists have left both Anglophone 
regions embroiled in armed violence. Armed violence is now a common occurrence, with peaks around 
symbolic events such as elections, the start of the school year, Cameroon­s national day, the anniversary of 
®@la`ynmh`­r¯10 declaration of independence, and sporting events. Such events lead to particularly deadly 
episodes.11 
 
The violence has led to the displacement of 628,000 people to other regions of the country, and of 87,000 
people to neighbouring Nigeria,12 representing 20% of the total population of the two Anglophone regions.13 

The situation is now locked in what some consider as a stalemate. ®Sgd @la`ynmh`mr­14 military capacity 
and weapons are growing, but they can­t completely dislodge the military. Similarly, the army can­t reach the 
Ambazonians in bush areas where they are tnn vdkk ghccdm¯, a diplomat told Amnesty International.15  As 
one interviewee declared to Amnesty International delegates: "You can­t say, ¬shis is the military area, this is 
the Ambazonians­ area­. The military is everywhere and the Ambazonians are everywherē.16 The same road 

 
3 UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), Opinion No. 59/2022 concerning Julius Ayuk Tabe, Wilfred Fombang Tassang, Ngala 
Nfor Nfor, Blaise Sevidzem Berinyuy, Elias Ebai Eyambe, Fidelis Ndeh-Che, Egbe Ntui Ogork, Cornelius Njikimbi Kwanga, Henry Tata 
Kimeng and Cheh Augustine Awasum (Cameroon and Nigeria), https://shorturl.at/aezHL 
4 UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), Opinion no 46/2019 on Mancho Bibixy Tse, 
www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session85/A_HRC_WGAD_2019_46.pdf 
5 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®B`ldqnnm9 @qqdrsr `mc bhuhk rnbhdsx a`mr qhrj hmek`lhmf sdmrhnmr hm Dmfkhrg-rod`jhmf qdfhnm¯+ 1/ I`mt`qx 1/06+
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/01/cameroon-arrests-and-civil-society-bans-risk-inflaming-tensions-in-english-speaking-regions/ 
6 @bbdrr Mnv+ ®@bbdrr Mnv ehkdr mdv kdf`k hmsdqudmshnm hm B`ldqnnm `f`hmrs rgtscnvmr¯+ 1 @tftrs 1/07+ vvv-`bbdrrmnv-nqf.`bbdrr-now-
files-supporting-intervention-in-renewed-legal-challenge-to-internet-shutdown-in-cameroon/ 
7 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 14. 
8 Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa, L.(c) 
9 Amnesty International, A turn for the worse: violence and human rights violations in Anglophone Cameroon (previously cited). 
10 Sgd sdql ¬@la`ynmh`­ hr nesdm trdc ax sgd rdo`q`shrsr `mc sgdhq rtoonqsdqr sn qdedq sn sgd bk`hldc sdqqhsnqx+ vghbg bnqqdronmds to the 
North-West and South-West regions. 
11 UN@+ ®Rbnqdr Jhkkdc hm B`ldqnnm&r A`sskdr vhsg Rdo`q`shrsr @gd`c ne Rdm`sd Dkdbshnmr¯+ 10 Edaqt`qx 1/12+ vvv-un`mdvr-bnl.`.rbnqdr-
killed-in-cameroon-s-battles-with-separatists-ahead-of-senate-elections-/6973130.html 
12 NBG@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Mnqsg-West and South-West, Situation qdonqs mÊ 41+ L`qbg 1/12¯- 
13 National Institute of Statistics, ®Enquête complémentaire à la quatrième enquête camerounaise auprès des ménages,̄ 2020. 
14 "Ambazonians" is the name the separatists for the independence of "Ambazonia" have given themselves. This name is often used by 
other actors or observers to refer to them, as is the abbreviation "Ambas". 
15 Meeting with diplomat, 25 November 2022, Yaoundé. 
16 Hmsdquhdv vhsg ®XF¯+ 07 Mnudladq 1/11+ A`entrr`l- 
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can be under army control at some checkpoints and under separatist control at others, as the delegates 
observed. 
 
The overall death toll resulting from armed violence is difficult to estimate in the absence of governmental 

data or communications, and due to the difficulty to corroborate data shared by separatist groups.17 Some 

NGOs have estimated cd`sg snkkr ne to sn ®nudq 5+///¯+ ats vhsgnts rntqbdr to support these estimates.18 

Unofficial counting of military losses has been conducted by one social media activist who estimated that 

1,434 soldiers had been killed as of 26 June 2023 in the armed violence.19 

ARMED SEPARATIST GROUPS  
Analysis of the evolution of the armed violence has shown that some of the armed separatist groups, despite 
their internal divisions and frequent attacks by the army against them, have maintained their capacity to 
conduct armed attacks, even beyond the two Anglophone regions. 

Indeed, the armed separatists operate mainly in the two Anglophone regions, but attacks and incidents 
attributed to them have spread to the West and Littoral regions. These include an attack on the Galim 
Gendarmerie and Public Security Brigade on the night of 7-8 March 2020, in which two gendarmes, two 
policemen and four people were killed in the village of Galim (Bamboutos division, West region).20 The 
government reported that the attackers were "heavily armed, estimated at around fifty individuals".21 A group 
also claimed responsibility for the attack on the Fqntodldms onkxu`kdms c­hmsdqudmshnm cd k` Fdmc`qldqhd
nationale (GPIGN) in Njitapon (West region) on 8 June 2022, in which nine soldiers were killed.22 Other 
attacks against armed forces and people in the West regions occurred in Matazem (Bamboutos division) on 
8 January 2021,23 in Babadjou (Bamboutos division) on 28 June 2021,24 and in Fondonera (Nou division) in 
July 2022.25 On 1 May 2023, armed separatists killed at least six people, including members of the defence 
and security forces, in Matouké (Littoral region) according to media reports citing authorities,26 and 
separatist social networks. 

The armed separatists have organized themselves into several groups, mostly on a geographical basis, which 
is reflected in their names (Bui Unity Warriors, Mountain Fako Lions, Lebialem Red Dragons, Marine Forces 
of Bambalang, Buffalos of Bali Nyonga and so on). Their hierarchy is often structured around an appointed 
"general". Some of these groups have reached a significant level of organization and armament (see following 
section), as they can consist of dozens of heavily armed fighters27 and are capable of carrying out deadly 
guerrilla-style attacks against military positions. 

These groups have been characterized by patterns of divisions and reunification. Fighting between them has 
been reported on several occasions, and allegations of infiltration within the groups by military or pro-
authority individuals have led to purges and murders.28 These divisions mirror those of the separatist political 
leadership. Initially, the separatist political movement was represented by a so-c`kkdc ®Hmsdqhl Fnudqmldms­¯
(IG) led by Sisiku Julius Ayuk Tabe, who is in Kondengui prison in Yaoundé after being sentenced to life 
imprisonment (see section 4.1.1).  

 

 
18 International Crisis Group alluded to 6,000 dead in 2019, and also 6,000 in 2022. 
19 M­Yth L`msn+ Svhssdq onrs+ 07 L`x 1/12+ gssor9..svhssdq-bnl.L`msnYth.rs`str.05480154/5304505/// 
20 BQSU+ ®MV.RV9 7 jhkkdc hm rdo`q`shrs `ss`bj hm F`khl¯+ 7 L`qbg 1/1/+ vvv-bqsu-bl.1/1/./2.mv-sw-8-killed-in-separatist-attack-in-galim/ 
21 Cameroon Tribune, « Attaque terroriste de Galim et attendant à Bamenda : le gouvernement condamne des actes criminels », 9 mars 
2020, www.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/30955/fr.html/attaque-terroriste-de-galim-attentat-bamenda-le-gouvernement-condamne 
22 UN@+ ®B`ldqnnm Cdoknxr Sqnnor `esdq Cd`ckx Rdo`q`shrs @ss`bj nm Lhkhs`qx Onrs¯+ 8 Itmd 1/11+ vvv-un`mdvr-bnl.`.b`ldqnon-deploys-
troops-after-deadly-separatist-attack-on-military-post-/6610040.html 
23 Cameroon Tribune, « Attaque de Matazem 9 k` bnlo`rrhnm ct bgde cd k­ãs`s », 20 January 2021, www.cameroon-
tribune.cm/article.html/38051/en.html/attaques-de-matazem-la-compassion-du-chef-de-letat 
24 Cameroon News Agency, « Attaque au village Pia dans la Menoua », 
www.facebook.com/CAMEROONNEWSAGENCY/posts/pfbid0362SEdySKoyXudBrVQBKWN17sb9H19bv1yXeGLF5mzLanch8bK45vpoBNW
9LsyE45l  
25 Equinox TV, 8 July 2022, www.facebook.com/equinoxe.television/videos/1418488271997364/ 
26 UN@+ ®B`ldqnnm Rdo`q`shrsr Rs`fd @ss`bj Md`q Eqdmch-Rod`jhmf Bhsx ne Cnt`k`¯+ 1 L`x 1/12+ vvv-un`mdvr-bnl.`.b`ldqnnm-
separatists-stage-attack-near-french-speaking-city-of-douala/7075202.html?fbclid=IwAR1KRxJLE5-Btn03kSyR7kljfKwPuILCn8lu-
OTVVbMaCQ170gtvIaAZglI 
27 For example, in videos seen by Amnesty International, the "Marines of Bambalang", led by Clément Mbashie, alias "General No Pity", 
appear to have at least 75 heavily armed fighters on motorbikes. 
28 UN@+ ®B`ldqnnm­r qhu`k rdo`q`shrs fqntor bk`rg+ jhkk ehfgsdqr¯+ 05 Edaqt`qx 1/11+ gssor9..vvv-un`mdvr.com/a/cameroon-s-rival-separatist-
groups-clash-kill-fighters-/6444121.html 

http://www.facebook.com/CAMEROONNEWSAGENCY/posts/pfbid0362SEdySKoyXudBrVQBKWN17sb9H19bv1yXeGLF5mzLanch8bK45vpoBNW9LsyE45l
http://www.facebook.com/CAMEROONNEWSAGENCY/posts/pfbid0362SEdySKoyXudBrVQBKWN17sb9H19bv1yXeGLF5mzLanch8bK45vpoBNW9LsyE45l
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While in detention in 2019, he declared the dissolution of the cabinet of his successor, the interim president 
Samuel Ikome Sako, leading to the existence of several contenders for the leadership of the separatist 
movement.29  

In addition to these divisions, the army has also killed some particularly active and high-oqnehkd ®v`qknqcr¯+
like "Ehdkc L`qrg`kk!+ kd`cdq ne sgd ®Qdc Cq`fnmr ne Kdah`kdl¯+ nm 01 Itkx 1/11. 

 

 

 BIR military exposes the corpse of Olivier Lekeaka aka ®Ehdkc L`qrg`kkΔ in the streets of Kumba (South-West), on 15 July 2022. © Private. 

 

SEPARATISTS­ HMBQD@RHMFKX RNOGHRSHB@SDC VD@ONMR  
Separatist groups have considerably improved their weapon arsenal. During a visit to Bamenda (North-West) 
on 22 September 2021, the Lhmhrsdq ne Cdedmbd rs`sdc sg`s sgdrd fqntor vdqd ®nauhntrkx dpthoodc vhsg
increasingly sophisticated equipment and benefiting, this is an established fact, from human and external 
l`sdqh`k rtoonqs¯-30 Gd `krn rs`sdc sg`s ®sghr mdv o`q`chfl ne sgd rdbtqhsx situation, which is already in the 
process of consolidation in this Region, as in that of the South-West, warrants a change of approach in the 
`bshnm ne sgd Cdedmrd `mc Rdbtqhsx Enqbdr¯- 

Armed separatists are also increasingly using improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and rocket-propelled 
grenades (RPGs).31 In September 2021, the media, echoing government information, reported that in the 
same month, "separatist rebels killed 15 Cameroonian soldiers and several civilians in two bomb attacks" in 
Kumbo and Bamessing (North-West).32 On 7 December 2022, separatist leader Daniel Capo claimed 
responsibility for the killing of eight soldiers "on the Jakiri-Kumbo road" on social media, with two vehicles 
directly hit by RPG.33 

The number of non-military casualties attributable to IEDs is difficult to estimate. On 25 February 2023, the 
day of the Mount Cameroon race, several IEDs detonated along the racetrack, leaving over 19 people 
injured, including three children.34 Separatists claimed responsibility.35 In Momo division (North-West) in 
November 2002, two children were seriously injured when a suspected IED they were playing with exploded. 

 
29 Sgd @eqhb` Qdonqs+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Vgn l`jdr to sgd @la`ynmh`m fnudqmldms `mc ch`ronq`>¯+ 12 Rdosdladq 1/11+
https://www.theafricareport.com/235415/cameroon-who-makes-up-the-ambazonian-government-and-diaspora/ 
30 Cameroon-hmen-mds+ ®B`ldqnnm± Anglophone Crisis: Defence Minister Pays Emergency Visit To Bamenda, Announces Change In Military 
@ooqn`bg @f`hmrs Rdo`q`shrs Ehfgsdqr¯+ 12 Rdosdladq 1/10+ vvv-b`ldqnnm-info.net/article/cameroon-anglophone-crisis-defence-minister-
pays-emergency-visit-to-bamenda-announces-change-in-military-404589.html 
31 UN@+ ®B`ldqnnm Cdbqhdr Adgd`chmf ne Fnudqmldms Sqnnor ax Rtrodbsdc Rdo`q`shrsr¯+ 1 Itkx 1/10+
www.voanews.com/a/africa_cameroon-decries-beheading-government-troops-suspected-separatists/6207756.html 
32 Qdtsdqr+ ®B`ldqnnm rdo`q`shrsr jhkk 04 rnkchdqr hm `ss`bjr trhmf dwoknrhudr¯+ 10 Rdosdladq 1/10+
www.reuters.com/world/africa/cameroon-separatists-kill-15-soldiers-attacks-using-explosives-2021-09-20/ 
33 Ambazonia Communication Network (ACN), Facebook post, 7 December 2022, 
www.facebook.com/acntelevision/videos/696761705128536/ 
34 UN@+ ®08 Odnokd Hmitqdc hm Ak`rs `s B`ldqnnm Ronqsr Dudms¯+ 15 February 2023, www.voanews.com/a/people-injured-in-blast-at-
cameroon-sports-event-/6979066.html 
35 Capo Daniel statement on his YouTube account, 25 February 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lytsfd23vl4 

https://www.facebook.com/acntelevision?__tn__=-UC
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One of the children had to have his hand amputated.36 About 20 IED incidents were reported in February in 
both the North-West and South-West, with most of them registered in the North-West, according to the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).37  

With regard to the origin of the weapons used by the armed separatists, Amnesty International highlights the 
different types of weapons identified in propaganda videos in chapter 7 of this report; these show a 
significant number have been taken from government supplies, following attacks on the defence and 
security forces. 

Moreover, the army announced in 2021 that armed separatists had, for the first time, used anti-tank rockets 
smuggled from Nigeria to attack army convoys.38 These allegations are backed up by several arrests and 
convictions in the United States of America (USA), some of which have exposed the illegal trafficking of arms 
to separatist fighters by members of the diaspora. For example, on 21 March 2023, a man was sentenced in 
the USA to 63 months in prison. According to a statement by the Department of Justice,39 ®the convicted 
person and his co-conspirators contributed funds for the purchase of firearms, ammunition, reloading 
materials and other equipment for shipping overseas to separatists fighting against the Government of 
B`ldqnnm¯- 

Separatists have also been active in online fundraising on social media. One of them offered the opportunity 
to fund "Operation 200 AKs", to "equip our soldiers by committing today to the purchase of an AK47".40 The 
online presentation explains that "all donations go directly to the purchase of the AGovC / ADF". 

 

 

 Uhrt`k eqnl sgd ®1// @JR¯ etmcq`hrhmf b`lo`hfm nm E`bdannj.   

 

REINFORCEMENT OF ARMED FORCES  
Since the beginning of the armed violence, the Cameroonian authorities have increased the military 
presence in the Anglophone regions. State media announced the creation of a fifth military region on 21 
February 2018, covering the West and North-West regions, with headquarters in Bamenda (North-West).  
These two regions were previously covered by the second military region in Douala, Littoral region. 

On 8 Sepsdladq 1/11+ ` ®knfhrshb`k a`rd enq Q`ohc Hmsdqudmshnm A`s`hkknm ehdkc nodq`shnmr¯ v`r hm`tftq`sdc hm
Wum (Menchum division, North-Vdrs qdfhnm(- Nm sghr nbb`rhnm+ sgd AHQ fdmdq`k bnnqchm`snq rs`sdc9 ®Enq
those who had doubts and were saying that the BIR was going to leave Wum ± the BIR is here to stay, for a 
knmf shld-¯ 

The Anglophone Crisis Monitoring Project, an independent initiative to document human rights violations 
and crimes in the Anglophone regions, based on open sources, also showed how the airport of Bamenda ± 
home to a BIR base ± ®g`r rddm l`inq rdbtqhsx hmudrsldms rhmbd sgd bqhrhr adf`m¯- @bbnqchmf sn r`sdkkhsd

 
36 OCHA, Situation report, 30 December 2022, https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 
37 NBG@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Mnqsg-West and South-Vdrs+ Rhst`shnm qdonqs mÊ 40: Edaqt`qx 1/12¯+ gssor9..rgnqstqk-`s.tyH14 
38 UN@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Qdadkr Trd Rltffkdc @msh-S`mj Qnbjdsr sn Jhkk 17 Odnokd¯+ 12 Rdosdladq 1/10+ vvv-uoanews.com/a/cameroon-
rebels-use-smuggled-anti-tank-rockets-to-kill-28-people-/6242727.html 
39 Cdo`qsldms ne Itrshbd+ ®L`qxk`mc Qdrhcdms Rdmsdmbdc sn Nudq Ehud Xd`qr hm Edcdq`k Oqhrnm enq Hkkdf`kkx Sq`mronqshmf Ehqd`qlrwith 
Obliterated Serial Numbers and Sltffkhmf Ehqd`qlr sn Mhfdqh`¯+ 10 L`qbg 1/12+ vvv-itrshbd-fnu.tr`n-md/pr/maryland-resident-
sentenced-over-five-years-federal-prison-illegally-transporting 
40 Operation 200 AKs, https://ttof.net/donations/aks/ 
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hl`fdqx+ ®` mdv gdkhbnosdq e`bhkhsx g`r addm `ccdc+ bnlokdsd vhsg svn gdkho`cr sn sgd rntsg ne sgd `hqonqs
apron. The buildings of the BIR complex have been reroofed, and some small new buildings added to that 
e`bhkhsx¯- Sgd cdedmbd `mc rdbtqhsx enqbdr+ vgnrd mtladqr qdl`hm no`ptd+ g`ud `krn qdonqsdckx tmcdqs`jdm
significant recruitment in recent years.  

The lack of transparency in defence spending prevents a proper assessment of the budgetary effort devoted 
to state military and security operations in the Anglophone regions in recent years. Indeed, part of the 
governmental funding of the defence and security sector comes from direct interventions by the National 
Gxcqnb`qanmr Bnqonq`shnm 'RMG(- ®Sgdrd `qd dldqfdmbx o`xldmsr l`cd ax RMG nm adg`ke ne sgd
fnudqmldms+ l`hmkx sn ldds dwbdoshnm`k rnudqdhfmsx `mc rdbtqhsx dwodmrdr¯+ `bbnqchmf sn sgd Hmsdqm`shnm`k
Monetary Fund (IMF).  

@bbnqchmf sn sgd Dwsq`bshud Hmctrsqhdr Sq`mro`qdmbx Hmhsh`shud­r 1/1/ qdonqs nm B`ldqnnm+41 direct 
interventions by the National Hydrocarbons Corporation in 2020 funded twelve structures, including the BIR 
with 112.8 billion CFA francs (approximatively 170 million euros), the Ministry of Defence with 32.7 billion 
CFA francs (approximatively 50 million euros) the General Delegation for National Security (GDNS) with 5.1 
billion CFA francs (approximatively 7.9 million euros) and the Directorate General for External Research 
(DGRE) with 1.1 billion CFA francs (approximatively 1.6 million euros). 

 

 

 The BIR camp in Wum, inaugurated on 8 September 2022 © Private.  

 

3.1.3 POPULATION KILLED BY ALL FIGHTING SIDES  
In a context of prolonged armed violence, the people of the North-West and South-West regions have found 
themselves caught between the Cameroonian army, armed separatists (whose distinction from criminal 
groups has become increasingly blurred) and militias, mainly composed of Mbororo Fulani people (see 
section 4.2.3). 
 
The army and Mbororo Fulani militias have committed unlawful killings during operations, as sometimes 
acknowledged by the Cameroonian authorities. For example, on 7 June 2022, the Ministry of Defence stated 
that the Cameroonian army had killed nine unarmed people in the town of Missong (Fungom subdivision, 
Menchum division) on the evening of 1 June 2022, ®hm `m hm`ooqnoqh`sd qd`bshnm+ hm`cdpt`sd sn sgd
circumstances and clearly disproportionate to the refusal of the hostile villagers to cooperate".42 They have 
also often destroyed houses in collective retaliation against communities who are said to support or tolerate 
the armed separatists, or to be unwilling to help the authorities. 
 
Armed separatists have also murdered civil servants, workers in state-controlled companies, people accused 
of being "black legs" (traitors), and people who have not complied with their orders, such as "ghost towns", 
school closures and other restrictions on movement. Several women were beheaded: Florence Ayafor, a 46-
year-old woman who worked at Bamenda Central Prison, was abducted on her way to Bamenda in 

 
41 https://eiti.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/Rapport-ITIE-Cameroun-2020-Final.pdf 
42 Lhmhrsqx ne Cdedmbd+ ®Q`chn-oqdrr qdkd`rd¯+ 6 Itmd 1/11- 
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September 2020 and later raped, killed and dismembered by suspected armed separatists. The video of the 
crime circulated on social media; national human rights organizations denounced the crime,43 and the 
Ministry of Defence announced the presentation of two suspects to the media in July 2020.44 Another 
woman was found beheaded on a road in Bali Nyonga on 20 February 2023, according to pictures shared 
on social media, and reports from media. The victim was reportedly killed because armed separatists 
accused her of being an informer for the authorities. Five employees of the Cameroon Development 
Corporation (CDC) ± known as the country­s largest employer ± who were returning from work were killed on 
0/ Edaqt`qx 1/12 ax ®tmhcdmshehdc ftmldm¯ md`q Shjn 'Rntsg-West), and 44 others were wounded.45 A 
separatist leader claimed responsibility for the attack in a video posted on Facebook, in which he said: 
®B`ldqnnm vhkk mns bnmshmtd sn dwoknhs @la`ynmh` qdrntqbdr¯.46  
 
Armed separatists have also frequently targeted teachers, students and schools, accusing them of being 
agents of centrally imposed education. According to a statement issued by the Cameroon Human Rights 
Commission (CHRC) on 9 September 2022,47 alleged armed separatists abducted 346 secondary school 
students since the 2018/2019 school year in the North-West, and killed five since 2020. Fifty-one secondary 
school teachers and administrative staff in the same region were also abducted during the 2021/2022 
academic year (308 in total since 2018/2019), among whom 22 were killed in 2021 and 2022, and 120 in 
total since 2018-2019. 
 
489 secondary schools have been attacked in the North-West since 2018. Out of the 6,515 schools 
expected to open during the 2022-2023 academic year in the North-West and South-West, only 3,013 were 
operational as of January 2023, with insecurity as the primary reason for this, according to OCHA. 

 

3.2 IN THE NORTH-WEST REGION, THE MBORORO 
FULANI CAUGHT IN THE ANGLOPHONE CRISIS  

 

3.2.1 THE MBORORO FULANI  
The African Commission on Human and Peoples­ Rights­ Working Group of Experts on Indigenous 
Populations/Communities states that ®sgd Lanqnqn `qd entmc hm Bdmsq`k `mc Vdrs @eqhb` rtbg `r Mhfdq+
Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Senegal, Mali, Benin, Cameroon, Chad and Central African Republic. Some of them 
are nomadic pastoralists while others practice mixed farming. The Mbororo are subdivided into three main 
fqntor9 sgd I`etm+ sgd Vnnc`ad `mc sgd @jt-¯ 48 In the absence of official data, the Mbororo population in 
Cameroon is estimated to less than two million, including approximately 80,000 in the North-West region.49 
 
Hm sghr qdonqs+ sgd sdqlr ®Etk`mh¯+ ®Lanqnqn¯, ®@jt¯+ ®gdqcdqr¯ `mc ®fq`yidqr¯ are used interchangeably by 
some interviewees and witnesses to refer generally to Fulani in the North-West region. Because the different 
m`ldr trdc b`m ad bnmetrhmf+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k g`r bgnrdm sn trd sgd sdql ®Lanqnqn Etk`mh¯ hm sghr
report, after seeking the views of some members of this community and community-based associations on 
how they define themselves. 
 
The Mbororo Fulani have been recognized as a marginalized Indigenous people by several institutions of 
Cameroon. For example, the CHRC stated on 9 @tftrs 1/11 sg`s ®sgd hmchfdmntr odnokd hm B`ldqnnm

 
43 Mntud`tw Cqnhsr cd k­Gnlld+ ®B`ldqntm+ bqhrd `mfknognmd+ k` bqt`tsă f`fmd ct sdqq`hm¯+ 10 Edaqt`qx 1/08+ gsso9..ndhcam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/Communique-aff-Florence-Ayafor.pdf 
44 Ministère de la Défense du Cameroun, Facebook post, 14 July 2020, https://www.facebook.com/453680038150694/posts/presentation-
des-premiers-suspects-de-lassassinat-de-dame-florence-ayafor-au-min/1493901724128515/?locale=pt_BR 
45 Cameroon Development Corporation, Press release, https://cdc-cameroon.net/new2014/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/press-release.jpg 
46 Capo Daniel, Facebook post,12 February 2023, www.facebook.com/CapoDanielDDC/videos/944586570237753/ 
47 Statement by the Cameroon Human Rights Commission to mark the international day to protect education from attack, 9 September 
2022. 
48 African Commission nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokdr­ Qhfgsr+ Qdonqs ne sgd @eqhb`m Bnllhrrhnm nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokdr& Qhfgsr Vnqjhmf Fqnto ne
Experts on Indigenous Populations/Communities, 2005. 
49 Ohtr V- @jtlat `mc Drsgdq O- Bghd+ ®Ltkshkhmft`khrl `lnmf sgd Lanqnqn ne sgd Mnqsg-West Reginm ne B`ldqnnm9 @m nudquhdv¯+ 0
September 2022, HAL open science, https://hal.science/hal-
03691745/document#:~:text=The%20Mbororo%20are%20known%20by,They%20are%20predominantly%20Muslim. 
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bnmshmtd sn dmbntmsdq cheehbtkshdr sg`s sdmc sn l`qfhm`khyd sgdl¯+50 rtbg `r sgd ®bnlltmhsx dwbktrhnm ne sgd
Mbororo, characterized by expulsions from the land where they carry out their agro-pastoral acthuhshdr¯-51 
 
However, despite being recognized as an Indigenous people, the Mbororo has not been granted any specific 
rights nor other type of protection in the country. In its 2022 review of Cameroon, the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimim`shnm ®Zqdfqdssdc\ sgd k`bj ne hmenql`shnm nm sgd oqnfqdrr hm ehm`khyhmf sgd
studies on national and ethnic minorities and indigenous peoples, which have been under preparation since 
1/02¯- Hs `krn dwoqdrrdc bnmbdqmr `ants ®sgd k`bj ne hmenql`shnm nm sgdpreparation and adoption of the bill 
nm sgd qhfgsr ne hmchfdmntr odnokdr-¯52 As of June 2023, no information was available regarding 
developments on this process. 
 
The State should pay special attention to them, since Articles 21 and 22 of the African Charter on Human 
and Peoples­ Rights (the African Charter) guarantee to all peoples the right to ®freely dispose of their wealth 
`mc m`stq`k qdrntqbdr¯+ `mc ®sgd qhfgsto their economic, social and cultural development with due regard to 
sgdhq eqddcnl `mc hcdmshsx '£( She preamble to the Constitution of Cameroon of 18 January 1996 states that 
®sgd Rs`sd rg`kk dmrtqd sgd oqnsdbshnm ne lhmnqhshdr `mc rg`kk oqdrdqud sgd qhfhts of indigenous populations in 
`bbnqc`mbd vhsg sgd k`v¯-53 

3.2.2 LONG-TERM LAND DISPUTES AS FUEL FOR ARMED VIOLENCE  
The North-West region has a long history of land conflicts, not only involving the Mbororo Fulani. However, 
they are often at the centre of disputes in a context of frequent intervention by the authorities in favour of one 
or other of the parties, which has helped to fuel resentment and a sense of injustice.  
 
Academic researchers have attributed these long-standing land conflicts to several causes, including ®sgd
conquering of space by Fulani herders, uncoordinated grazing practices, and farmers­ constant search for 
but tenuous access to fertile farmlands [which] are increasingly putting both partners `s knffdqgd`cr¯.54  
 
Historian Jabiru Mohammadou Adamou, eqnl X`ntmcă Tmhudqrhsx+ dwok`hmr sg`s ®hm sgd d`qkx 1/sg bdmstqx, 
(more precisely 1916) when they arrived in the North-West Region, [the Fulani] were warmly received by 
their hosts. This was thanks to the economic input seen in the cattle they introduced in the region and the 
heavy taxes paid to the government. With time, the quest for grazing land in an environment of increasing 
population of farmers put the Fulani on daily conflicts with their neighbouring farmers. The Fulani were 
henceforth regarded as ¬undesirable strangers­ and the local farming population clamoured for their 
dwotkrhnm¯-55 
 
This situation has led to several incidents, including intercommunal killings, in several areas in recent 
decades, including Wum in 1981, and Mbengwi subdivision (Momo division) in July 2015.56 A study 
released in 2014 showed that an overwhelming majority (75%) of the 840 households surveyed in 14 
communities of the North-West region had been involved in at least one ®conflict situation̄  over the past 
three years.57 Other research focused on Tubah subdivision (Mezam division), noted ` ®sqdldmcntr
increase in the deaths of cattle beginning from 2011-2015, all this orchestrated by the fact that there are too 
many mouths to feed which brings about competition enq sgd `u`hk`akd k`mc '£(¯.58 
 

 
50 Cameroon Human Rights Commission, Statement by the Cameroon Human Rights Commission to mark the international day of the 
vnqkc­r Hmchfdmntr odnokd+ 8 @tftrs 1/11- 
51 B`ldqnnm Gtl`m Qhfgsr Bnllhrrhnm+ ®Rs`sdldms sn l`qj sgd hmsdqm`shnm`k c`x ne sgd vnqkc­r hmchfdmntr odnokdr¯+ 8 @tftrs 1/11- 
52 UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Concluding observations on the combined twenty-second and twenty-third 
reports of Cameroon, Distr.: General 26 May 2022, 
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CERD%2FC%2FCMR%2FCO%2F22-23&Lang=fr 
53 Republic of Cameroon, Law n° 96/06 of 18 January 1996 to amend the Constitution of 2 June 1972, 
www.prc.cm/en/multimedia/documents/6285-loi-n-96-06-du-18-01-1996-revision-constitution-1972-en 
54 O`shdmbd Ltmfd Rnmd+ ®Bnmekhbs nudq k`mc nvmdqrgho9 Sgd b`rd ne e`qldqr `mc b`sskd fq`yhdqr hm sgd Mnqsg Vdrs qdfhnm ne B`ldqnnm¯+
www.ajol.info/index.php/ajcr/article/view/78702 
55 I`ahqt Ltg`ll`cnt @l`cnt+ ®Eqnl Mnl`cr sn M`shnm`kr+ Eqnl M`shnm`kr sn Tmcesirable Elements: The Case of the Mbororo/Fulani in 
North West Cameroon 1916-1//7 @ Ghrsnqhb`k Hmudrshf`shnm¯+ hm Hmsdqm`shnm`k Intqm`k ne K`sdrs Dmfhmddqhmf `mc L`m`fdldms Qdrd`qbg
(IJLEMR), Volume 03 - Issue 06, p.10-19, June 2018. 
56 Report on the farmer-grazer conflict, Mbengwi Sub-Division, For presentation to the S.D.O., Momo Division and the Governor, North West 
Region, Cameroon, 23 September 2015, http://capacityfordevelopment.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/21092015_Report-to-
Governor_r2.pdf 
57 In search of common ground for farmer-grazer conflicts in the North-West region of Cameroon, August 2014, https://shorturl.at/aekrX 
58 Sop Sop Maturin Désiré, Abossolo Samuel Aimé, Nuebissi Simo Joseph Landry, Mbarga Manga J.M.V, Batha Romain Armand Soleil, 
®K`md use conflicts in North West region: The case opposing the Mbororo pastoralist and the indigenous crop cultivators in Tubah Sub 
chuhrhnm¯+ I`mt`qx 1/04+ Vnqkc Vhcd Intqm`k ne Ltkshchrbhokhm`qx Qdrd`qbg `mc Cdudknoldms+ gssor9..rgnqstqk-`s.fDVX8 
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This long trend of conflict over land in the region, while not the root cause of the crisis that began in the two 
Anglophone regions in 2016, has helped to fuel it. After the outbreak of armed violence, localities with a 
history of frequent land conflicts have been particularly affected by armed violence involving both armed 
separatists and militias composed of Mbororo Fulani. Many of the people interviewed by Amnesty 
International on cases of armed violence mentioned pre-existing land conflicts. 
 
A member of the Mbororo Social and Cultural Development Association (Mboscuda) told Amnesty 
International: ®Sgd v`q cheedqr eqnl chuhrhnm sn chuhrhnm+ eqnl rtachuhrhnm sn subdivision. In these areas where 
the Mbororo are being killed at a high rate, if you look at the history you will see that there have been 
previous conflicts between farmers and herders. People are using the crisis for revenge.¯59 
 
A member of Laimaru, a ®oqnsdbshud nqf`mhy`shnm enq hmchfdmntr `mc lhmnqhsx fqntor¯+60 told Amnesty 
International:  

®Nkc bnmekhbsr adsvddm e`qldqr `mc gdqcdqr `qd qdrtqe`bhmf vhsg sgd bnmekhbs- Odnokd vgn edks
aggrieved by judicial and other decisions are now taking their revenge by relying on the Amba boys to 
s`jd itrshbd hmsn sgdhq nvm g`mcr+ rhmbd sgdqd hr mn k`v snc`x-¯61 

3.2.3 THE MBORORO FULANI AND ARMED SEPARATISTS AGAINST EACH 

OTHER  

 

THE MBORORO FULANI TARGETED BY ARMED SEPARATISTS  
The outbreak of armed violence in the Anglophone regions quickly made the Mbororo Fulani community a 
target for crimes committed by armed separatists in the North-West region.  

This is firstly for geographical reasons, because the Mbororo Fulani and the armed separatists live in the 
same areas. "The Fulani live on the outskirts of the towns. The Ambazonians, when they took up arms, also 
went to the outskirts. So, the Fulani were the people they encountered the most and therefore, in their eyes, 
the most likely to denounce them," a person told Amnesty International.62 "Armed groups benefit from the 
fact that the Mbororo populations are scattered over the hills [where they also operate] to cause so many 
`sqnbhshdr Zsn sgdl\¯+ sgd rdmhnq chuhrhnm`k neehbdq enq Cnmf`-Mantung division told state broadcaster CRTV, 
according to a media report.63 Hmsdqknbtsnqr `krn tmcdqkhmd sg`s ®Lanqnqn property [cattle] is vulnerable, 
making them prime targets for separatist groups looking for food or money to fund themselves̄ -64 

Secondly, the Mbororo Fulani have often been perceived by separatist groups as politically hostile to their 
struggle, including because, unlike most of the populations they live alongside, they have historically voted in 
favour of the main ruling party.65 This is in addition to the numerous land conflicts discussed in the above 
section, which have also contributed to tensions between Mbororo Fulani and communities to which the 
armed separatists belong. 

The Mbororo Fulani met by Amnesty International all explained that some members of their communities 
were initially targeted by the armed separatists, either for forced recruitment or for abduction and extortion, 
and that it was impossible to remain neutral in such a context, leading them to collaborate with the armed 
forces in some areas.66  

 
59 Interviev vhsg ®XF¯+07 Mnudladq 1/11+ A`entrr`l- 
60 https://laimaru.org/fr/ 
61 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RA¯+ Mnudladq 1/11+ X`ntmcă- 
62 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RA¯+ Mnudladq 1/11+ X`ntmcă- 
63 VOA+ ®B`ldqnnm R`xr Rdo`q`shrsr @ss`bj Anqcdq Lanqnqn Dsgmhb Bnlltmhsx¯+9 April 2022, www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-says-
separatists-attack-border-mbororo-ethnic-community/6522238.html 
64 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RA¯+ Mnudladq 1/11+ X`ntmcă- 
65 Studies of Fulani voting behavior in the North-West during the 1990s has shown that that the majority of them voted for the ruling 
Cameroon Peoples Democratic Movement party (CPDM). 
66 Interviews in person and by voice call in Yaoundé, Douala, Bafoussam and in the North-West region with members of the Mbororo Fulani 
community. 
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The same trend was reported by the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa (CHRDA), a regional 
human rights organization,67 and the CHRC rs`sdc hm 1/10 sg`s ®rhmbd sgd adfhmmhmf ne sgd btqqdms rnbhn-
political unrest in the North-West and South-West regions, there have been open and recurrent conflicts 
between the Mbororos and other neighbouring communities. The Mbororos are victims of kidnappings for 
ransom, theft of livestock, burning of homes, forced displacement, torture and killing by secessionist 
sdqqnqhrsr vgn `bbtrd sgdl ne mns rtoonqshmf sgdhq rsqtffkd¯-68 

 

ABOUT THE MILITIAS  
As the armed violence escalated, and under different circumstances, humanitarian actors, separatist groups, 
national NGOs and academics have all reported the existence ne ®Etk`mh `qldc fqntor¯ nm sgd rhcd ne sgd
authorities. The support or tolerance of these militias by the authorities was highlighted by accounts of the 
Ngarbuh massacre, testimonies given to Amnesty International by victims of these militias (see section 5.1), 
members of Mbororo Fulani communities, and reports from national human rights organizations and media. 
However, information on their creation, composition, armament, dependence and hierarchical links with the 
defence and security forces and authorities remain scarce and imprecise. 

Hm I`mt`qx 1/1/+ NBG@ qdonqsdc ®` mdv cxm`lhb¯+69 vhsg ®uhnkdmbd adsvddm sgd Etk`mh 'Lanqnqn(+ knb`k
communities and non-rs`sd `qldc fqntor¯+ qdrtkshmf hm ®gntrd atqmhmf+ bhuhkh`m b`rt`kshdr `mc chrok`bdldms
ne bhuhkh`mr¯-In the same month, the state-run Cameroon Tribune newspaper reported the existence of 
®uhfhk`msd fqntor¯70 when the governor of the North-Vdrs Qdfhnm oqdrdmsdc ®Oqdrhcdmsh`k fhesr¯ sn sgd
qdfhnm­r rdudm rdmhnq chuhrhnm`k neehbdqr+ hmsdmcdc enq ®sgd uhfhk`mte groups in their various jurisdictions for the 
rdbtqhsx ne sgd onotk`shnm¯-71 According to the article, the gifts included "42 motorcycles, megaphones, 
vests, first-aid kits, solar torches, protective coats, metal detectors", with no mention of the supply of 
weapons. 

One month later, on 14 February 2020, army forces accompanied by militiamen72 killed 21 people in 
Ngarbuh (Ntumbaw village, Ndu subdivision, Donga-Mantung division).73 This crime was confirmed by the 
report of the Commission of Inquiry set up by the Cameroonian authorities under international pressure,74 
which states75 that the commander of a reconnaissance mission who left his base in Ntumbaw on 13 
February "decided to recruit 17 members of a local vigilante group". 

According to a 2021 IFRI report, based in part on testimonies gathered in the North-Vdrs+ ®sgd Etk`mh
militias providd hmsdkkhfdmbd `mc l`monvdq sn sgd rdbtqhsx enqbdr¯+ `mc rnld Lanqnqn Etk`mh lhkhsh`r g`ud
recruited fighters in Nigeria.76 

Hm ` 1/10 qdonqs ax BGQC@ b`kkdc ®Sgd Etk`mh Oqnakdl hm sgd Mnqsg-West of Cameroon",77 the NGO wrote 
that ®during the escalation phase of the crisis in 2018, the government ± being aware of the local conflicts 
between Fulani herdsmen and native communities (people whom the government views as pro-separatists) ± 
exploited the loyalty and allegiance of the Mbororo by recruiting them into local vigilante groups, promising 
them some favourable solutions to their long-standing conflict with the natives̄. However, this allegation is 
not backed up with sources.  

 
67 Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa, The Fulani problem in the North-West region of Cameroon, www.chrda.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/THE-FULANI-PROBLEM-IN-THE-NWR-AS-2-Beri-1.pdf 
68 Cameroon Human Rights Commission, Statement of the Cameroon Human Rights Commission on the occasion of the celebration of the 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k C`x ne sgd Vnqkc­r Hmchfdmntr odnokd+ 8 @tftrs 1/10- 
69 OCHA, Situation Report No. 15, 31 January 2020, https://reliefweb.int/report/cameroon/cameroon-north-west-and-south-west-crisis-
situation-report-no-15-31-january-2020 
70 B`ldqnnm Sqhatmd+ ®Uhfhk`msd fqntor hm sgdhq cheedqdms itqhrchbshnmr enq sgd rdbtqhsx `mc r`edsx ne sgd onotk`shnm¯+ 0/ I`mt`ry 2020, 
www.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/30281/en.html/north-west-head-of-state-empowers-vigilante 
71 B`ldqnnm Sqhatmd+ ®Uhfhk`msd fqntor hm sgdhq cheedqdms itqhrchbshnmr enq sgd rdbtqhsx `mc r`edsx ne sgd onotk`shnm¯+ 0/ I`mt`ry 2020, 
www.cameroon-tribune.cm/article.html/30281/en.html/north-west-head-of-state-empowers-vigilante 
72 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Bhuhkh`mr l`rr`bqdc hm rdo`q`shrs `qd`¯+ vvv-gqv-nqf.mdvr.1/1/./1.14.b`ldqnnm-civilians-
massacred-separatist-area 
73 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Bhuhkh`mr l`rr`bqdc hm rdo`q`shrs `qd`¯+ vvv-gqv-nqf.mdvr.1/1/./1.14.b`ldqnnm-civilians-
massacred-separatist-area 
74 Placed under the authority of the Secretary of State at the Ministry of Defence in charge of the National Gendarmerie and chaired by a 
military judicial and legal officer, the Commission of Inquiry was composed of army and national Gendarmerie officers. 
75 Communique, 21 April 2020. 
76 IFRI, « Les Peuls Mbororo dans le conflit anglophone : des luttes foncières locales au conflit régional », Note n° 33, 2021,  
https://shorturl.at/oEMNP 
77 Bdmsqd enq Gtl`m Qhfgsr `mc Cdlnbq`bx hm @eqhb`+ ®Sgd Etk`mi problem in the North-Vdrs ne B`ldqnnm¯+ gssor9..vvv-bgqc`-nqf.vo-
content/uploads/2021/04/THE-FULANI-PROBLEM-IN-THE-NWR-AS-2-Beri-1.pdf 
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A Mbororo Fulani bnlltmhsx ldladq bnmehqldc sg`s ®hm rnld `qd`r+ sgd fnudqmldms enrmed vigilantes. 
Everybody knows that there are vigilantes. But it is not official. There are also natives78 in the vigilante 
groups. But when a small incident happens, sgd @la`r nmkx ldmshnm sgd Lanqnqn+ mns sgd m`shudr-¯79 

Amnesty International interviewed a man from Kimbi, Boyo subdivision, who said that a militia had been 
formed to protect against attacks by armed separatists, and that the local authorities had been informed: 

®Vd l`cd fqntor adenqd sgd @la`r `ss`bjdc gdqd adb`trdthey had already attacked other places. We 
went to the local authorities of Fonfuka and asked them the permission to create a group of youths to 
protect ourselves from separatist fighters. We went several times before he accepted, but we did not 
get anything like weapons or money. We were about 25 in the group. ®80 

The central government has never acknowledged the existence of government-sponsored militias, nor the 
existence of regular cooperation between these militias and the defence and security forces. However, the 
divisional officer for Donga-Mantung told CRTV (State TV) that the government asked the Mbororo Fulani to 
create militias to collaborate with government troops in protecting goods and people, according to a report 
from a media.81 

 

3.3 LEGAL FRAMEWORK  
 

3.3.1 WITH REGARDS TO THE VIOLENCE PERPETRATED BY ARMED 

GROUPS, DEFENCE AND SECURITY FORCES AND MILITIAS IN THE 

ANGLOPHONE REGIONS  
The situation analysdc hm sghr qdonqs cndr mns pt`khex `r ®`qldc bnmekhbs¯ `mc sgdqdenqd hmsdqm`shnm`k
humanitarian law does not apply.82 However, at all times, the State of Cameroon has the obligation to 
respect, protect and fulfil human rights, as defined under international human rights law and domestic law. 

  ®Dudqx odqrnm g`r sgd qhfgs sn khed+ sn ogxrhb`k `mc lnq`kintegrity and to human treatment in all 
circumstances. Under no circumstances shall any person be subjected to torture, to cruel, inhumane or 
cdfq`chmf sqd`sldms¯ 

       Preamble of the Cameroon Constitution of January 1996. 

Cameroonian authorities shall respect and protect the right to life. The right to life is protected, among 
others, by Article 6(1) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (ICCPR) ratified by Cameroon 
in 1984,83 vghbg oqnuhcdr sg`s ®dudqx gtl`m adhmf g`r sgd hmgdqdms qhfgs sn khed- Sghr qhfgs rg`kk ad oqnsdbsdc
ax k`v- Mn nmd rg`kk ad `qahsq`qhkx cdoqhudc ne ghr khed¯: `mc @qshbkd 3 ne sgd @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq nm Gtl`m `mc
Odnokdr­ Qhfgsr84 (ACHPR) ratified by Cameroom hm 0878+ vghbg rs`sdr sg`s ®gtl`m adhmfr `qd hmuhnk`akd-
Every human being shall be entitled to respect for his life and the integrity of his person. No one may be 
`qahsq`qhkx cdoqhudc ne sghr qhfgs-¯ 

 
78 Term sometimes used to refer to other communities considered to have historical precedence in the region. 
79 Interview hm odqrnm vhsg ®X¯+ 07 Mnudladq 1/11+ A`entrr`l- 
80 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@X¯+ Mnudladq 1/11+ Douala. 
81 VOA, ®B`ldqnnm r`xr rdo`q`shrsr `ss`bj anqcdq Lanqnqn dsgmhb bnlltmhsx¯+ 8 @oqhk 1/11+ gssor9..vvv-un`mdvr-bnl.`.b`ldqnnm-says-
separatists-attack-border-mbororo-ethnic-community/6522238.html?fbclid=IwAR23Yt6RjiS3G2UhKHbYyT8mELQvj790U93zlgS-
4qOXXfNvvz6ScIkZ8h0 
82 Under international humanitarian law, non-international armed conflicts are protracted armed confrontations occurring between 
governmental armed forces and the forces of one or more armed groups, or between such groups arising on the territory of a State party to 
the Geneva Conventions. The armed confrontation must reach a minimum level of intensity and the parties involved in the conflict must 
demonstrate a minimum level of organization. As of June 2023, the ICRC, as well as Amnesty International, considers that the situation in 
the North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon cannot be characterized as a non-international armed conflict. 
83 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 16 December 1966. 
84 @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokd­r Qhfhts. 
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The 1996 Constitution85 ne B`ldqnnm dmcnqrdr ®sgd etndamental freedoms enshrined in the Universal 
Cdbk`q`shnm ne Gtl`m Qhfgsr+ sgd Bg`qsdq ne sgd Tmhsdc M`shnmr+ sgd @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokdr­
Qhfgsr `mc `kk ctkx q`shehdc Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bnmudmshnmr qdk`shmf sgdqdsn '---(¯- Sgd Bnmrshstshnm sgdqdenre states 
rdudq`k oqhmbhokdr+ `lnmf vghbg sgd ®qhfgs sn khed+ sn ogxrhb`k `mc lnq`k hmsdfqhsx `mc sn gtl`m sqd`sldms hm
all circumstances¯- 

This means that, under national and international law, Cameroonian defence and security forces are 
prohibited from killing or executing anyone in the North-West and South-West regions. Lethal force can only 
be used as a mean of last resort, when strictly necessary to protect themselves or others against the 
imminent threat of death or serious injury. It also means that Cameroonian authorities should take all 
possible measures to protect the population, and prevent other actors, such as armed groups, criminal 
groups or militias, from killing people. 

The State shall also provide protection from torture and other ill-treatment as guaranteed under article 4 of 
the ACHPR, under the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane, or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment86 (CAT), ratified by Cameroon in 1984 and under international customary law. It must also 
ensure respect of the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners87 (the Nelson 
Mandela Rules). 

Cameroonian authorities must also protect women from violence and discriminations according to the rights 
enshrined in the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women88 
'BDC@V(+ `r vdkk `r sgd Oqnsnbnk sn sgd @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq nm Gtl`m `mc Odnokdr­ Qhfgsr nm sgd Qhfgsr ne
Women in Africa89 (Maputo Protocol) (respectively ratified in 1994 and 2012) and the ACHPR Guidelines on 
combating sexual violence and its consequences in Africa.90 

3.3.2 VHSG QDF@QC SN SGD @TSGNQHSHDR­ QDRONMRD SN SGD @QLDC

VIOLENCE IN THE ANGLOPHONE REGION 
The authorities have an obligation to investigate allegations of crimes and human rights violations, such as 
murders by armed groups or unlawful killings by the army, and to prosecute and punish those responsible 
for such violations in fair trials and before independent, impartial and competent tribunals. Victims of these 
crimes and violations have a right to truth, justice and reparations.  

These rights and obligations are guaranteed under articles 7 and 26 of the African Charter, articles 2 and 14 
of the ICCPR and other provisions of international law, including the UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on 
the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and 
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law,91 the Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Fair 
Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa,92as well as the Constitution of Cameroon.93  

®Rs`sdr ltrs dmrtqd sg`s mn nmd rg`kk ad rtaidbs sn `qahsq`qx `qqdrs nq cdsdmshnm+ `mc sg`s `qqdrs+
detention or imprisonment shall only be carried out strictly in accordance with the provisions of the law 
and by competent officials or persons authorized for that purpose, pursuant to a warrant, on 
qd`rnm`akd rtrohbhnm nq enq oqna`akd b`trd-¯94 

Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa. 

Under Cameroonian law, notably under the 2016 Penal Code,95 nmd b`m ad oqnrdbtsdc enq ®ltqcdq¯
'rdbshnm 164(+ ®b`ohs`k ltqcdq¯ 'rdbshnm 165(+ ®`rr`tks nbb`rhnmhmf cd`sg¯ 'rdbshnm 167(, ®e`krd `qqdrs¯
(section 291), ®q`od¯ 'rdbshnm 185(, ®snqstqd¯ (section 277-2(+ ®cdoq`u`shnm ax a`mc¯ 'rdbshnm 125(+

 
85 Republic of Cameroon, Law n° 96/06 of 18 January 1996 to amend the Constitution of 2 June 1972, 
www.prc.cm/en/multimedia/documents/6285-loi-n-96-06-du-18-01-1996-revision-constitution-1972-en 
86 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 10 December 1984. 
87 The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules). 
88 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 18 December 1979. 
89 Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa. 
90 ACHPR Guidelines on combatting sexual violence and its consequences in Africa, adopted on 5 November 2017. 
91 Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights 
Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law, adopted on 16 December 2005. 
92 Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa. 
93 Republic of Cameroon, Law n° 96/06 of 18 January 1996 to amend the Constitution of 2 June 1972, 
www.prc.cm/en/multimedia/documents/6285-loi-n-96-06-du-18-01-1996-revision-constitution-1972-en 
94 Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Fair Trial and Legal Assistance in Africa, M.1(b). 
95 Republic of Cameroon, Law n° 2016/007 of 12 July 2016 relating to the penal code, 
www.assnat.cm/gestionLoisLegislatures/libraries/files_upload/uploads/Lois/Penal%20code%20eng%20original.pdf 
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®onrrdrrhnm `mc b`qqh`fd ne `qlr¯ 'rdbshnm 126(+ ®hmu`rhnm ne qdrhcdmbd¯ 'rdbshnm 188(, ®rhlokd sgqd`sr¯
'rdbshnm 2/0(+ ®bnmchshnm`k sgqd`sr¯ 'rdbshnm 2/1(+ ®bnmsdlos ne q`bd nq qdkhfhnm¯ 'rdbshnm 130(, and other 
relevant crimes for the purpose of this report. 

In addition, Cameroonian authorities must respect and protect the rights to freedom of expression, peaceful 
assembly and association for everyone, including human rights defenders and journalists reporting on the 
violence. These rights and obligations are guaranteed under Article 19(2) of the ICCPR and Article 9 of the 
@eqhb`m Bg`qsdq- Sgd Bnmrshstshnm ne B`ldqnnm `krn ft`q`msddr ®sgd eqddcnl ne bnlltmhb`shnm+ ne
dwoqdrrhnm+ ne sgd oqdrr¯- 

The authorities must respect these rights by, for example, allowing peaceful protests, enabling people to talk 
freely, and allowing the media and human rights defenders to monitor the situation. Moreover, the authorities 
should refrain from targeting people who peacefully exercise those rights and protect them from violence, 
threats and harassment by non-state actors. 

Authorities thus shall respect and protect the right to liberty and security of every individual and must refrain 
from arresting and detaining a person solely because they express a political opinion or participate in a 
oqnsdrs `f`hmrs sgd `tsgnqhshdr- @qshbkd 8'0( ne sgd HBBOQ qd`cr9 ®Dudqxnmd g`r sgd qhfgs sn khadqsx `mc rdbtqhsx
of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty 
dwbdos nm rtbg fqntmcr `mc hm `bbnqc`mbd vhsg rtbg oqnbdctqdr `r `qd drs`akhrgdc ax k`v-¯ Rhlhk`qkx+
@qshbkd 5 ne sgd @eqhb`m Bg`qsdq oqnuhcdr9 ®Dudqx hmchuhct`k rg`kk g`ud sgd qhfgs sn khadqsx `mc sn sgd rdbtqhsx ne
his person. No one may be deprived of his freedom except for reasons and conditions previously laid down 
ax k`v- Hm o`qshbtk`q+ mn nmd l`x ad `qahsq`qhkx `qqdrsdc `mc cds`hmdc-¯ 

States also have responsibility to implement and respect all the provisions of the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights Defenders.96 Articles 2, 9, 12, 14 and 15 in particular refer to the role of states. Article 9 (3,a) states 
sg`s ®dudqxnmd g`r sgd qhfgs+ hmchuhct`kkx `mc hm `rrnbh`shnm vhsg nsgdqr+ hmsdq `kh`+ sn bnlok`hm `ants sgd
policies and actions of individual officials and governmental bodies with regard to violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, by petition or other appropriate means, to competent domestic judicial, 
administrative or legislative authorities or any other competent authority provided for by the legal system of 
the ss`sd+ vghbg rgntkc qdmcdq sgdhq cdbhrhnm nm sgd bnlok`hms vhsgnts tmctd cdk`x¯- B`ldqnnmh`m
authorities also have the obligation to protect human rights defenders against violence, threats and 
harassment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
96 Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted in 1998. 
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4. CRIMES AGAINST THE 
POPULATION IN THE 
NORTH-WEST REGION  

 

 

®Dudqx c`x sgdx q`odc tr nmd `esdq sgd nsgdq-¯ 
Monica,97 kidnapped and raped by soldiers in 2021. 

 

 

4.1 CRIMES COMMITTED BY ARMED SEPARATISTS  
As highlighted in section 4.1.3, armed separatists have been responsible for numerous crimes against the 
population in the Anglophone region, ranging from murders, abductions, torture and the destruction of 
homes. They have targeted people suspected of collaborating with the defence and security forces, and 
people accused of not complying with orders they have tried to impose in the areas they want to control. 
These include teachers and students attending public schools closed by the separatists, civil servants, 
fnudqmldms neehbh`kr+ sq`chshnm`k kd`cdqr 'b`kkdc ®Enm¯) and members and supporters of the ruling party. 
Others have been targeted because of their social status or visible resources.  

This chapter describes cases of crimes committed by armed separatists in the North-West region from 2020, 
in particular those committed against Mbororo Fulani communities. This does not mean that the Mbororo 
Fulani have been victims in greater numbers than other communities. However, the discriminatory and 
inflammatory speech directed against them, and the contextual elements developed in sections 4.2.2 and 
4.2.3, indicate that they may have been targeted as an ethnic group. 

According to figures from the Justice and Dignity Campaign initiative,98 which monitors crimes specifically 
against the Mbororo Fulani, and in the absence of neehbh`k ehftqdr+ 2/ ®Lanqnqn gdqcdqr¯ vdqd jhkkdc ax
®@la` Anxr¯ hm Ldmbgtl chuhrhnm adsvddm 1/07 `mc 1/1/: 24 hm Mct rtachuhrhnm 'Cnmf`-Mantung 
division), between 2018 and 2020; and more than 50 in Nwa subdivision (Donga-Mantung division) 

 

97 Name changed for security reasons. 
98 www.facebook.com/JusticenDignity/about 
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between October 2018 and March 2021.99 All these lists are indicative, non-exhaustive and include the 
killing of children. 

Most crimes documented below by Amnesty International were committed in Donga-Mantung division, but 
all divisions in the North-West region are affected by crimes committed against Mbororo Fulani. For example, 
NBG@ qdonqsdc sg`s nm 4 L`qbg 1/10 hm Anxn chuhrhnm+ ®`qldc ldm k`tmbgdc `m `ss`bj nm Etk`mh gdqcrldm
as their cattle allegedly destroyed crops in the cultivated land in the lower Menchum valley. This attack led to 
the death of at least ten Fulani herdsmen while a 17-year-old girl was injured by a stray bullet. On 7 March, 
`qldc ldm `ss`bjdc sgd Etk`mh­r bnlltmhsx+ qdonqsdckx `r ` qdoqhr`k enq atqmhmf ` vnl`m `khud hm gdq gntrd
in Beneng village in the same division. Six members of the Fulani community were allegedly killed during 
sghr bnmeqnms`shnm-¯100 

There are indications that the armed separatists have also perpetrated other types of crimes, in addition to 
those documented in this chapter. The CHRC reported in a statement issued on 21 August 2022 that they 
`qd qdronmrhakd enq ®sgd q`od ne rdudq`k vnldm¯+ ®sgd enqbdc qdbqthsldms ne bghkcqdm¯ `mc ®enqbdc k`antq
vhsg odnokd g`uhmf sn o`x sn g`ud `bbdrr sn sgdhq ok`ms`shnmr¯-101 

4.1.1 A CLIMATE OF HOSTILITY AGAINST MBORORO FULANI  
The Mbororo Fulani as a community have been targeted by discriminatory and inflammatory speech from 
spokesperson, members and supporters of separatist groups, according to video, audio and written 
documents collected and reviewed by Amnesty International. As seen in the sections below, Mbororo Fulani 
victims have also frequently reported racist and xenophobic speech during attacks against them by armed 
separatists.  

It should be noted that before and during the outbreak of the armed violence in the two Anglophone regions, 
other ethnic minorities in Cameroon have been targets of discriminatory speech at local or national levels, 
making the situation of the Mbororo Fulani specific because of the scale of the violence they have suffered in 
the North-West, but not unique.102 

Discriminatory speech targeting the Mbororo Fulani escalated after the Ngarbuh killings on 14 February 
2020, when it became clear that the Cameroonian army was accompanied by members of a "vigilante 
committee",103 mostly Fulani. 

Hm sgd c`xr enkknvhmf sgd Mf`qatg jhkkhmfr+ ` oqnfq`lld `hqdc nmkhmd nm ®@AB @la` SU¯ nm 08 Edaqt`qx
1/1/+ gnrsdc ax Bgqhr @mt+ ®Rdbqds`qx enq Bnlltmhb`shnmr % HS+ Edcdq`k Qdotakhb ne @la`ynmh`¯+ ed`stqdc
a participant expressing xenophobic ideas and threats of mass killings against the Mbororo Fulani:   

®Sgdrd odnokd ZLanqnqn\ `qd hllhfq`msr `mc hs rddlr sgdhq shld hr nudq '£( Sgd d`qkhdq sgdx vhkk kd`ud+
sgd adssdq '£( nq sgdx vhkk o`x sgd oqhbd khjd `mx nsgdq ¬K` Qăotakhptd­104 citizen in the Southern 
B`ldqnnmr '£( @kk ne sgdl he sgdx cnm­s v`ms sn kd`ud+ sgdx vhkk chd-¯105 

Bgqhr @mt qdronmcdc sn sgd hmsdqudmshnm ax r`xhmf9 ®Vd vhkk kd`ud sg`s nm sgd odnokd nm sgd fqntmc- Sgdx vhkk 
decide what they want to do with that situation.̄  

In the same programme, another participant was given the floor to respond to a question about alleged 
attacks by Mbororo Fulani militias against people they accuse of supporting or tolerating the armed 
separatists: "You cannot go, pick the race of Mbororo people and kill them. That is where the difficulty is. But 
vd `qd vnqjhmf nm rnld sghmfr sgntfg-¯  

 

 
99 www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=7519140781461494&set=pcb.7519168524792053 
100 NBG@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Mnqsg-West and South-Vdrs+ Rhst`shnm qdonqs mÊ 18+ `r ne 20 L`qbg 1/10¯- 
101 Statement by the Cameroon Human Rights Commission to mark the International Day of Remembrance of and Tribute to the Victims of 
Terrorism, 21 August 2022. 
102 Bdmsqd enq Gtl`m Qhfgsr `mc Cdlnbq`bx `mc hm @eqhb`+ ®BGQC@ bnmcdlmr g`sd roddbgdr ax Bghde Dvnld Ingm Djn neBwassa Village 
against the people of the North-Vdrs Qdfhnm¯+ 05 Cdbdladq 1/1/+ gssor9..vvv-bgqc`-nqf.bgqc`-condemns-hate-speeches-by-chief-
ewome-john-eko-of-bwassa-village-against-the-people-of-the-north-west-region/ 
103 Term used in the communiqué of the Presidency on the conclusions of the Commission of Inquiry. 
104 A term often used by separatists to refer to the Republic of Cameroon, as opposed to the two Anglophone regions of the North-West and 
South-Vdrs+ vghbg bk`hl sn ad o`qs ne sgd ®@la`ynmh`¯ Rs`sd- 
105 Aqn`cb`rs nm 08 Edaqt`qx 1/1/ nm ®@AB @la` SU¯ E`bdannj o`fd- 
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Hm `mnsgdq hmsdquhdv+ rg`qdc ax ®@AB @la`ynmh`¯ nm E`bdannj `mc qdonqsdc ax sgd @qmnkc-Bergstraesser 
Institute in 2022,106 Chris Anu commented on an Amnesty International report107 that highlighted crimes 
committed both against Mbororo Fulani and by Mbororo Fulani militias. Chris Anu asked: 

®Vg`s hr vqnmf vhsg `m @la`ynmh`m jhkkhmf ` Lanqnqn vgn hr `maggressor? He moved into Ambazonia 
from another country, into our territory. And you [they] attack our people and you [they] kill them, burn 
their homes, and destroy their farmlands. If we are able to kill them all, we will kill them all, and there 
will be mn qdfqds-¯ 

Ayaba Cho Lucas ± head of the Ambazonia Governing Council ± made the announcement on 26 January 
1/1/ hm `m `tchn qdbnqchmf rg`qdc nm rnbh`k ldch`+ ne sgd hlokdldms`shnm ne ®` rodbh`k fgnrs snvm nm sgd
Etk`mh odnokd+ Lanqnqn odnokd- Adb`trd£ sgdx adsq`x vd okdmsx '£( Lanqnqn odnokd fgnrs snvm vhkk rs`qs
eqnl sgd ehqrs ne Edaqt`qx sn sgd dmc ne sgd lnmsg¯- Gd `krn r`hc9 ®Kds ld `krn rdmc sghr ldrr`fd ne b`tshnm
to the Mbororo community: we are aware through our intelligence sources that the government of Cameroon 
has been instrumentalising some parts of the Mbororo community to attack other Ambazonians. This cannot 
ad snkdq`sdc: sghr hr `krn tm`bbdos`akd-¯    

Amnesty International also reviewed several social media threads in which discriminatory speech against the 
Mbororo Fulani was shared by internet users in response to publications reporting alleged abuses by 
Mbororo Fulani militias. The organization publishes below some screenshots of xenophobic, violent and 
discriminatory language. 

  

 

 

 

4.1.2 MURDERS  
 

MURDER OF THREE PEOPLE AND DESTRUCTION OF HOMES IN MBOKOP-TANYI VILLAGE, NDU SUBDIVISION, 

DONGA-MANTUNG DIVISION, MARCH 2022 
Armed separatists attacked a Mbororo Fulani compound in the village of Mbokop-Tanyi on the night of 28-
29 March 2022, killing a woman and her two children, aged seven and six months respectively, and 
destroying houses, according to testimonies from victims and witnesses collected by Amnesty International, 
as well as footage of the aftermath of the attack.108 

Amnesty International cdkdf`sdr lds ®RA@¯+ sgd gtra`mc `mc e`sgdq ne sgd sgqdd uhbshlr+ `m Hrk`lhb sd`bgdq
who was in hospital at the time of the attack. Since then, he has been staying with one of his brothers in the 
West region because his house was destroyed, and he has no money to repair it. He also reported that he 
mdudq g`c ®`mx oqnakdl dhsgdq vhsg @la` Anxr nq `mxnmd hm sgd uhkk`fd¯ adenqd sgd `ss`bj+ `mc sg`s sgd
armed separatists had never come to his compound before. He told the organization:  

"One of my brothers called me at 8:00 the next morning to tell me that the Amba Boys had burned down 
my house, with two of my children and my wife inside. They shot my wife and when she was down, they 

 
106 Michaela Pelican, Kim Schumann, Sina Plücken, David Drew, Mbororo under Attack: Extreme Speech and Violence in the Anglophone 
Conflict in Cameroon, October 2022. 
107 Amnesty International, "Camdqnnm9 Vhsmdrrdr sdrshlnmx `mc r`sdkkhsd hl`fdr qdud`k sgd rb`kd ne cdu`rs`shnm hm @mfknognmd qdfhnmr¯+ 17
July 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/cameroon-satellite-images-reveal-devastation-in-anglophone-regions/ 
108 On file with Amnesty International. 
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burned her along with my two children, aged seven years and six months, who were sleeping in the 
house. Three of my eldest sons, who escaped through the back door when the armed men arrived, said 
sg`s sgd `qldc ldm vdqd l`mx `mc sg`s sgdx bntkcm­s bntms sgdl adb`trd sgdx vdqd `eq`hc `mc `krn
because it was late and dark.¯109 

A neighbour of the victims told the organization: 

"It was about 11:00. I was sleeping and suddenly I heard gunshots. I hid in the house for a while and 
later heard a group of people passing by, speaking Limbum language. When I went out to see what was 
g`oodmhmf+ H chrbnudqdc sg`s ®RA@¯¬r bnlontmc v`r nm ehqd- H sgdm `kdqsdc nsgdq mdhfgantqr sn gdko ots
nts sgd ehqd+ ats ax sgdm H bntkcm¬s ehmc `mx ne sgd e`lhkx ldladqr- Vd rsqtffkdc sn dwshmfthrg sgd ehqd- Hs
was not until the next morning that we went back to assess the damage, and when we searched the 
atqmdc gntrd+ vd chrbnudqdc sg`s svn bghkcqdm `mc sgdhq lnsgdq+ sgd vhed ne ®RA@¯+ g`c chdc hm sgd
ehqd-¯110 

Another neighbour who witnessed the attack told Amnesty International sgd odqodsq`snqr vdqd ®vdkl-armed 
ldm vhsg ftmr vgn vdqd chrbtrrhmf hm Khlatl+ cqdrrdc hm bhuhkh`m bknsgdr¯-111 

The attack was reported to the sub-divisional officer of Ndu who visited the scene the next day with 
members of the defence and security forces to assess the damage, gave a sum of money to the victims, and 
told the family that an investigation had been launched to track down the perpetrators, according to the 
testimonies gathered by the organization. 

 

 

 Screenshot of the house burned down with a mother and her two children inside © Private. 
 

 

 

 

 
109 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RA@¯+ 08 @oqhk 1/12+ Mct- 
110 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RA¯+ 07 @oqhk 1/12+ Mct- 
111 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@J¯+ 07 @oqhk 1/12+ Mct- 
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MURDER OF TWO PEOPLE IN NJIRON QUARTER, NTUMBAW VILLAGE, NDU SUBDIVISION, DONGA-MANTUNG 

DIVISION, MARCH 2022 
Armed separatists killed Hassan Lafia and Buba Babo, according to Amnesty International interviews with 
relatives of the victims and community leaders. These killings were also reported by national human rights 
organizations.112 

A brother of Hassan Lafia told Amnesty International that on 7 April 2022 in the morning, his brother left the 
house with three other people, including Buba Babo, to check on their cattle at the bush in Nyanki. 
According to the two people who escaped the attack, on their way to the bush they saw a group of armed 
separatists and ran to hide in the bush. The separatists followed them and started shooting in their direction, 
hitting Hassan Lafia and Buba Babo, who died instantly. Immediately after killing them, they reportedly said: 
®Vd g`ud `kqd`cx v`qmdc xnt Lanqnqn mns sn bnld sn ntq k`mc `f`hm¯- Sgd `ss`bkers came on foot, speaking 
Limbum and pidgin English, wearing black T-shirts, some with army fatigues, others with civilian clothes and 
pieces of red cloth tied over their heads, and well-armed with guns.113 

G`rr`m K`eh`­r aqnsgdq `ccdc sg`s aefore the attack, the armed separatists had chased all the Mbororo 
Fulani away from the Nyanki bush, telling them that it was their land and that they should leave, because 
®sgd Lanqnqn odnokd `qd enqdhfmdqr `mc cnm­s g`ud ` uhkk`fd+ s`kj kdrr ne nvmhmf k`mc¯- Ghr cdbdased brother 
had also been requested by the armed separatists to support them by giving them two guns, and several of 
his cattle were taken away. The wife of Buba Babo also told Amnesty International sg`s gdq gtra`mc ®nmbd
came back from the bush and informed me they had been driven away from their grazing land at Nyanki 
bush by Amba Boys, and asked not to return there again, meanwhile some of their cattle were equally taken 
`v`x¯-114 

Relatives of the people killed reported the attack to the authorities and gendarmes came with soldiers to 
investigate and search the armed separatists who committed the act. It is unclear whether an investigation 
was formally opened but to this date no one has been arrested or charged for these crimes.   

A leader of the Mbororo Fulani community in Ntawbaw told Amnesty International: 

®Sgd `ss`bj v`r itrs nmd ne rn l`mx sg`s sgd @la` Anxr hm Ms`va`v uhkk`fd g`ud b`qqhdc nts `f`hmrs
the graziers over accusations that the graziers do not support them in the struggle, that we live on 
sgdhq k`mc+ sg`s sgd Lanqnqn l`m hr ` rsq`mfdq `mc g`r mn k`mc `mxvgdqd¯-115  

@bbnqchmf sn ghl+ ®enkknvhmf sgd duhbshnm ne sgd fq`yhdqr eqnl Mx`mjh atrg+ lnrs ne ntq fq`yhmf k`mc g`r
addm s`jdm `mc hr mnv adhmf trdc enq e`qlhmf ax rdo`q`shrsr­ e`lhkxldladqr- Vd b`m­s fn a`bj sn sgdrd
ok`bdr enq ed`q ne sgd tmjmnvm¯-116 

This situation has prompted the subdivisional officer of Ndu to issue a statement, saying that whoever is 
nbbtoxhmf sgd k`mc ltrs kd`ud hlldch`sdkx+ nq dkrd ®rg`kk ad bg`qfdc ne bnmrohq`bx vhsg sdqqnqhrsr '£(¯-117 

 

MURDERS COMMITTED IN NWA SUBDIVISION, DONGA-MANTUNG DIVISION 
In a press release published on 27 July 2021,118 Amnesty International documented how four members of a 
family, aged between 15 and 80, were shot to death by armed separatists who also destroyed and looted 30 
homes, including the mosque, in Mbui village, Mbem town, Nwa subdivision, on 16 February 2020. Three 
other persons were injured, including two elderly women who were shot in the forehead, legs, and thighs 
with rifles. 

In an address119 presented to the senior divisional officer at Donga-L`mstmf ctqhmf ` ®vnqjhmf rdrrhnm¯ nm
06 L`qbg 1/10+ ®sgd sdm @qcnr120 ne sgd Mv` Rtachuhrhnm `mc sgd Lanqnqn dkhsdr¯ `rrdrrdc sgd c`l`fd

 
112 Bnmrbhdmbd @eqhb`hmd+ ®Sgd rxrsdl`shb s`qfdshmf ne Etk`mh gdqcrldm hm Mcnmf`-Mantung division of North-West region of Cameroon by 
`kkdfdc `qldc rdo`q`shrsr¯+ 6 @oqhk 1/11- 
113 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®RR¯+ Mct+ 05 @oqhk 1/12- 
114 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@@¯+ Mct+ 05 @oqhk 1/12- 
115 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@@@¯+ Mct snvm+ 05 @oqhk 1/12- 
116 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@@@¯+ Mct snvm+ 05 @oqhk 1/12- 
117 Sub-Chuhrhnm`k Neehbdq Mct+ ®Rta-prefectoral order n° 05/2022 placing an injunction on the parcel of national land hosting the pasture of 
Ardo Adamu Ali of Shukop-Mstla`v Mct Rtachuhrhnm¯+ 17 Edaqt`qx 1/11+ nm ehkd vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k- 
118 Amnesty International, ΓCameroon: Witness testimony and satellite images reveal the scale of devastation In Anglophone regionsΔ, 28 

July 2021, www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/07/cameroon-satellite-images-reveal-devastation-in-anglophone-regions-2/ 
119 ®Am `ccqdrr oqdrdmsdc ax @kg`cih Mtgt R`hcnt nm adg`ke ne sgd sdm @qcnr ne Mv` rtachuhrhnm '£(¯+ nm ehkd vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shonal. 
120 The term "Ardo" refers to an authority in Fulani society. 



 

CAMEROON. WITH OR AGAINST US  
PEOPLE OF THE NORTH-WEST REGION CAUGHT BETWEEN THE ARMY, ARMED SEPARATISTS AND MILITIAS 
  

Amnesty International 29 

suffered by the Mbororo Fulani in this subdivision by the armed separatists. According to them, 69 people 
had been killed in the subdivision at the time, 27 of them in the Ntim, Nyang and Ntong areas. Seven of 
them were locked in a house and burned alive. Some 107 Mbororo Fulani were wounded, 1,765 were 
displaced in Nigeria and 300 in other regions of Cameroon. In addition, 460 homes were burned down, 
rnld 8/0 bnvr vdqd jhkkdc nq rsnkdm+ `mc ®lhkkhnmr ne cnkk`qr vdqd s`jdm eqnl sgd Lanqnqn `r q`mrnl¯- 

4.1.3 ABDUCTIONS  
The case described below is one of a number of abductions documented by Amnesty International in the 
North-West, both against members of the Mbororo Fulani community and against other inhabitants of the 
region. In May, several dozen women were abducted by armed separatists in Mezam division for denouncing 
the taxes imposed by the separatists in their area, according to a video that went viral on social media, 
national human rights organizations,121 media reports122 and claims on separatist online networks. 

 

ABDUCTION, TORTURE AND DESTRUCTION OF THE HOME OF AMADOU KARIMU IN SANTA SUBDIVISION, 

MEZAM DIVISION 
Armed separatists destroyed the home of Amadou Karimu in Renne neighbourhood, Baba 2 village, Santa 
subdivision on 27 March 2022, after he had been abducted and tortured in 2018 in exchange for money, 
`bbnqchmf sn @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r hmsdquhdv vhsg sgd uhbshl hm A`entrr`l+123 West region, and pictures of 
the destroyed compound.124 

According to his testimony, Amadu Karimu was a member of the ruling B`ldqnnm Odnokd­r Cdlnbq`shb
Movement (CPDM) political party and was allegedly close to government officials as a recently elected leader 
of the local Mbororo Fulani community. 

This is what the separatists ± vgnrd knb`k fqnto­r kd`cdq fqdv to vhsg @l`cnt Jarimu ± accused him of 
when they abducted him from his compound on 11 October 2018, armed with AK47 rifles. They took him 
blindfolded to a camp in the forest for one day. There he was stripped and beaten on his back and feet with 
a machete. The abductors then threatened to burn him alive with petrol and to cut off his hand with a 
machete. The perpetrators later demanded XOF 3.5 million to release him, before accepting XOF 500,000 
eqnl J`qhlt­r qdk`shudr `mc `a`mcnmhmf ghl mdws sn ghr bnlontmc sgd r`ld c`x+as he was unable to walk 
due to the torture he suffered.  

He was then taken to the Bamenda regional hospital, where he spent 12 days receiving medical treatment. A 
medical report shared with Amnesty International by the victim dated 12 October 2018,125 descqhadr ®hkk-
knnjhmf `mc dwoqdrrhud o`hm+ aqthrdr `mc `aq`rhnmr nm sgd a`bj `mc sgd atssnbjr+ k`bdq`shnmr nm qhfgs rnkd¯+
as it can be seen in the images below. 

 

 
121 REDHAC, ®Rnbhn-political crisis: kidnapping of fifty women in the Northwest region ne B`ldqnnm¯+22 May 2023. 
122 Eq`mbd13+ ®Thirty women abducted by Cameroon's English-speaking separatists freed̄ +27 May 2023, 
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20230527-thirty-women-abducted-by-cameroon-s-english-speaking-separatists-
freed?utm_term=FRANCE24&utm_campaign=twitter&utm_source=nonli&utm_medium=social 
123 Interview with Amadou Karimu (name changed for security reasons), 20 November 2022, Bafoussam. 
124 On file with Amnesty International. 
125 On file with Amnesty International. 
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 Nm sgd kdes+ ` ohbstqd rgnvhmf J`qhlt­r vntmcr `esdq adhmf `ss`bjed. On the right, a picture of him taken in November 2022 by Amnesty International­r
delegates © Amnesty International 

 

4.1.4 DESTRUCTION OF HOMES  

 

BURNING OF HOMES IN ORTI-MBAWNGONG VILLAGE, NDU SUBDIVISION, DONGA-MANTUNG DIVISION, 

APRIL 2022 
On 6 April 2022, armed separatists attacked ` Lanqnqn Etk`mh bnlltmhsx hm ` ok`bd jmnvm `r @kg`ih I`khjh­r
compound,126 in the village of Orti-Mbawngong. They wounded one man with an automatic weapon and 
looted dozens of houses before burning them, according to seven testimonies given to Amnesty International 
by victims and direct witnesses (including two women), and videos of the attack analysed by the 
organization.127 

Witnesses identified the perpetrators as at least 40 armed men speaking in Limbum and pidgin English, 
some wearing masks and some not. The attackers were said to have come from a neighbouring village, and 
the victims Amnesty International spoke to were able to identify some of them. Another damaging 
bnmrdptdmbd ne sgd `ss`bj v`r sgd knrr ne `kk sgd bghkcqdm­r ahqsg bdqshehb`sdr `mc nther important documents. 
The witnesses also reported that they never had any problem with the armed separatists or anyone else in 
sgd `qd`+ ®`o`qs eqnl sgd e`bs sg`s sgd odnokd ne sghr bnlltmhsx jddo hmrtkshmf tr sg`s ¬Lanqnqn cnm­s­ g`ud
villages and are rsq`mfdqr nm ntq k`mc¯- Sgd `ss`bj v`r qdonqsdcto the administrative authority with no 
information to date.  

One of the witnesses told the organization how the armed separatists burned down the compound while 
preventing the men in the mosque from going to their homes to save their belongings: 

®Vd vdqd hm sgd lnrptd oq`xhmf `s `ants 0492/ vgdm vd gd`qc ftmrgnsr ntsrhcd `mc vgdm vd b`ld
out, we saw a group of Amba boys with guns shooting indiscriminately at our compound and burning our 
houses. When we tried to go outside, they insisted that we must stay inside the mosque and that anyone 
who broke the rule would be shot. One of the men who insisted was shot (see below), and we simply hid 
inside the mosque until they had finished and left our compound, before we discovered that all the 

 
126 Name of the deceased chief of the community.  
127 Interviews in person, 15 April 2023, Orti-Mbawngong. Videos on file with Amnesty International. 
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houses had been burned to ashes, except for the mosque we were in. Our family, who were in our 
cheedqdms gntrdr+ vdqd `kk enqbdc nts ne sgd gntrdr adenqd sgd gntrdr vdqd atqmdc-¯128 

The victim who was shot told Amnesty Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 ®Sgdx rgns ld sgqdd shldr `mc nmd ne sgd atkkdsr ghs lx
left side arm. One of my brothers took me to Nkambe district Hospital and I spent a few weeks there before I 
was discharged, and the doctors put an iron in my hand which has not been relnudc sn sghr c`x¯- Ghr
medical record, dated 27 April 2022 and seen by Amnesty International+ rs`sdr sg`s gd v`r ®rgns vhsg ftmr
sgqdd vddjr `fn¯ `mc g`c `m ®nodm eq`bstqd ne sgd kdes g`mc¯-129 

 

 

®TRI¯ v`r rgns `mc vntmcdc ax sgd `qldc rdo`q`shrsr vgdm ge tried to retrieve some of his belongings as the camp was being destroyed. © Amnesty 
International 

 

Amnesty International has analysed five videos of the attack on the camp, filmed by the perpetrators and 
later shared on social networks, that show several armed men with automatic weapons, some of whom firing 
in the air, and houses in flames.  

Hm nmd ne sgd uhcdnr+ sgd l`m gnkchmf sgd b`ldq` r`xr hm ohcfhm Dmfkhrg9 ®Vhmc C`l`fd hr khud hm I`khjd
compound. They have run. We have dealt with the military, and they ran. We shot and they ran. Wind 
damage with Black Jesus and Come and see. We have come and they have run away. The military that 
b`ld sn ft`qc g`ud qtm- Vhmc c`l`fd+ Bnld `mc Rdd `mc Ak`bj Idrtr+ hs­r tr sgqdd- They have run. We 
are here v`hshmf enq sgdl- Vd vhkk atqm dudqxsghmf-¯ 

The deputy defence chief of the Ambazonia Defence Forces, quoted in a media report,130 said after the 
`ss`bj sg`s `qldc rdo`q`shrsr nqf`mhydc sgd `ss`bj `f`hmrs ®sgd gntrd ne Lanqnqn vgn g`r addm trhmf ghr
compoumc `r ` onhms vgdqd B`ldqnnm lhkhs`qx ok`m `ss`bjr¯- Nmd ne sgd uhbshlr ne sgd `ss`bj hmsdquhdvdc ax
Amnesty International denied the presence of the military in the compound.131 Whether military had even 
been present in the compound or not, Amnesty International recalls that armed separatists are not allowed to 
conduct such attacks, which constitute crimes against the population. 

 

 
128 Insdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®CX¯+ 04 @oqhk 1/12+Orti-Mbawngong. 
129 Medical report on file with Amnesty International 
130 VOA+ !B`ldqnnm R`xr Rdo`q`shrsr @ss`bj Anqcdq Lanqnqn Dsgmhb Bnlltmhsx¯+ 8 @oqhk 1/11+www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-says-
separatists-attack-border-mbororo-ethnic-community/6522238.html 
131 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@M¯+ 04 @oqhk 1/12+ Lanmfnmf 
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 Rbqddmrgns ne nmd ne sgd uhcdnr ehkldc ax `qldc rdo`q`shrsr rgnvhmf I`khjh­r bnlontmc hm ek`ldr- Ã Oqhu`sd.  

 

4.2 CRIMES COMMITTED BY MILITIAS  
Militias composed mostly of armed Mbororo Fulani committed numerous crimes against the population in 
the North-West region, including murders and the burning of homes, which led to displacements of people.  

Amnesty International has collected testimonies from victims and witnesses of some of these crimes 
committed in the last three years in the North-West region. Some of the cases below show some degree of 
support by the defence and security forces during attacks by armed Mbororo Fulani against the population. 

4.2.1 CRIMES COMMITTED IN MENCHUM DIVISION  
 

MURDERS AND DESTRUCTION OF HOMES IN MUNKEP, GAYAMA, AND MUNKPA VILLAGES, FUNGOM 

SUBDIVISION, MENCHUM DIVISION, 2022-2023 
Armed men described as Fulani killed six people and destroyed property in the villages of Munkep, on 12 
January 2023, according to testimonies from displaced persons interviewed by Amnesty International, and 
reports from human rights organizations132 and media reports.133 This follows several months of clashes and 
killings between Fulani herdsmen, reportedly from Nigeria, and armed separatists over land disputes in the 
area of the villages of Gayama, Munkpa and Munkep, exacerbated by the situation of armed violence in the 
region. Among the six people who were killed on 12 January was the traditional chief of the village of 
Munkep. 

Based on reports from family members of the victims and other displaced persons from the attacked 
villages, a local civil society activist told Amnesty International134 that the cycles of violence began when the 
Fon of Gayama collected money from Fulani herders from Nigeria to rent land for their cattle to graze in the 
village. But their cattle allegedly destroyed crops and villagers, and armed separatists decided to attack 
them, leading to several cycles of retaliation, including multiple murders on both sides.  

 
132 Bnmrbhdmbd @eqhb`hmd+ ®Fqtdrnld ltqcdq ne `ants 5 tm`qldc uhkk`fdqr `mc cdrsqtbshnm ne cvdkkhmfr `s Eungom subdivision, North-West 
qdfhnm B`ldqnnm+ ax `kkdfdc Etk`mh `qldc lhkhsh`r¯+ 04 I`mt`qx 1/12- 
133 @bst B`ldqntm+ ®Mnqc-Ntdrs9 `t lnhmr 01 lnqsr c`mr cdr `eeqnmsdldmsr hmsdqbnlltm`ts`hqdr ú Drt®+
https://actucameroun.com/2023/01/19/nord-ouest-au-moins-12-morts-dans-des-affrontements-intercommunautaires-a-esu/; Anadolu 
@fdmbx+ ®Kd B`ldqntm căoknhd cdr sqntodr ú k` eqnmshĂqdr `udb kd Mhfăqh`®+ 08 I`mt`qx 1/12+ gssor9..vvv-``-bnl-sq.eq.`eqhptd.kd-cameroun-
d%C3%A9ploie-des-troupes-%C3%A0-la-fronti%C3%A8re-avec-le-nigeria/2791658 
134 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®JB®+ 0 @oqhk 1/12+ Drt- 

https://actucameroun.com/2023/01/19/nord-ouest-au-moins-12-morts-dans-des-affrontements-intercommunautaires-a-esu/
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Amnesty International met another person who said he was forced to leave Gayama due to persistent threats 
eqnl ®Mhfdqh`m Etk`mh `qldc ldm¯9 

®@r sgd @mfknognmd bqhrhr drb`k`sdc+ drodbh`kkx in 2022, some groups of armed separatists from Esu and 
Wum settled around the area, especially in Gayama, Munkep and Munka villages, so as not to be easily 
attacked by the defence forces, especially since the area is virtually inaccessible due to the lack of motorable 
road. So, when the armed separatists settled in these areas, they started exploiting the money of traders 
passing through the areas as well as the Fulani herdsmen grazing in the vicinity, another factor that led to 
sgd `ss`bj nm 01 I`mt`qx¯-135 

 

MURDERS IN GHEIDZE (FORMERLY CALLED UPPER WAINDO), WUM SUBDIVISION, MENCHUM DIVISION, 

OCTOBER 2021  
Groups of armed people described as Fulani, Haoussa and Aku, accompanied by Cameroonian soldiers, 
killed at least five villagers and destroyed at least 13 homes in the village of Gheidze on 18 October 2021, 
according to four people interviewed by Amnesty International.  

A witness told the organization that the violence against the population of Gheidze was triggered by the killing 
of a military officer, known to be a Muslim, by suspected armed separatists in a neighbouring village in the 
morning. According to the witness, the groups of attackers consisted of about 45 members of the Fulani and 
Haoussa communities and about 15 soldiers, some in uniform and others in military T-shirts. The Fulani and 
Haoussa individuals were armed with cutlasses, sticks, spears and knives, while the soldiers had guns. 
When the group arrived in the village, the soldiers started shooting in the air and the others started burning 
houses, saying that anyone who came out would be killed. 

®FC¯ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s ldladqr ne sghr fqnto ad`s gdq gtra`mc+ Lud Ingm+ `mc ontqdc odsqnk
on him before setting him on fire, simply because he asked them what was wrong when they arrived.136 Her 
husband, who was disabled and could not walk, died instantly. His body was dumped about 100m from his 
shop. His shop was then looted and burned down. She said that she was not among those invited by the 
Compagnie de Gendarmerie of Wum to give statements. 

@mnsgdq uhbshl+ ®SGA¯+ snkc @lmdrsxInternational that her husband was stabbed to death by the armed 
mob with cutlasses and knives before they burned down their house.137 Another person, told the 
nqf`mhy`shnm sg`s sgd odnokd gd cdrbqhadc `r ®G`ntrr`+ Etk`mh `mc @jt¯ vgn bnllhssdc sgd bqhldr vdqd
armed with cutlasses, knives and sticks, and that the soldiers guarding them were armed with guns.138 

A traditional leader told Amnesty International that he filed a formal complaint with the Compagnie de 
Gendarmerie of Wum, and that was later summoned by the commander of the company, along with other 
victims, for questioning or to take their statements about what happened.139 However, according to his 
testimony, he has not heard from the administration since. 

 

 
135 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®YLL®+ 0 @oqhk 1/12+ Drt- 
136 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®FM¯+ 2/ L`qbg 1/12+ Vtl- 
137 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®SGA¯+ 2/ L`qbg 1/12+ Vtl- 
138 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®OMJK¯+ 2/ L`qbg 1/12+ Vtl- 
139 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg ®@IO¯+ 2/ L`qbg 1/12+ Vtl- 
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 Homes destroyed in Gheidze © Private. 
 

 

4.2.2 CRIMES COMMITTED IN DONGA-MANTUNG DIVISION  
Nwa subdivision, located along Cameroon­s border with Nigeria, has been particularly hard hit by violence, 
according to satellite images gathered by Amnesty International, as well as Cameroonian media and other 
reports.  
 
According to OCHA, ®gnrshkhshdr vdqd qdonqsdc hm Mv` rtachuhrhnm hm sgd Mnqsg-West region. Between 22 and 
26 February 2021, an estimated 4,200 individuals were displaced from Tong, Sih, Bom, Nyack, Nfeh, Kwack, 
and Yang villages in Nwa subdivision due to attacks from Fulani vigilante groups. These attacks led to the 
death of at least eight people. There have also been reports of fighting between non-state armed groups 
(NSAGs) and the Fulani vigilante groups within these communities-¯140 Another report from the agency later 
vqnsd sg`s sgdrd `ss`bjr vdqd ®hm qds`kh`shnm sn sgd ltkshokd b`rdr ne MR@F g`q`rrldms+ rsd`khmf ne bnvr `mc
exsnqshnm ne lnmdx eqnl sgd Lanqnqnr¯-  
 
On 28 July 2021, Amnesty International issued a press release showing satellite imagery proving that some 
villages in Nwa subdivision had been destroyed or burned in February 2021.141 The images include the 
villages of Sih, Ntong and Ntim. In October 2021, the Cameroon Anglophone crisis database of atrocities 
also released a report on attacks in Nwa subdivision that occurred in February and early March, proving 
destruction in other villages in the area.142 

A person from Koshin, another village in Nwa subdivision, also told Amnesty International by phone about 
ehfgshmf hm 1/1/9 ®Nm 6 Edaqt`qx 1/1/+ sgdqd vdqd bk`rgdr sgdqd adsvddm sgd Etk`mhr `mc sgd mnm-state armed 
groups. The Fulanis burned down almost the entire village while searching for the groups. On 11 June 2020, 
state security forces also arrived in search of the groups and continued to destroy the village. The Fulanis killed 
seven people and the state security forces killed one civilian. Hundreds of houses have been burned, leaving 
the inhabitants, who have so far sought refuge in agricultural structures in the bush, homeless. There are now 
`qntmc 2+/// odnokd hm sgd atrg- Sgd uhkk`fd hr bnlokdsdkx cdrdqsdc-¯143 
     
 
 

 
140 NBG@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Mnqsg-West and South-Vdrs+ Rhst`shnm qdonqs mÊ 17+ `r ne 17 Edaqt`qx 1/10¯- 
141 Amnesty International, Cameroon: Witness testimony and satellite images reveal the scale of devastation in Anglophone regions, 
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/cameroon-satellite-images-reveal-devastation-in-anglophone-regions/ 
142 B`ldqnnm @mfknognmd Bqhrhr C`s`a`rd ne @sqnbhshdr+ ®Atqmhmfr hm Mv` rtachuhrhnm+ B`ldqnnm¯+ 10 Nbsnadq2022, 
https://borealisdata.ca/file.xhtml?fileId=411401&version=1.0 
143 Hmsdquhdv ax unhbd b`kk vhsg ®Eq`mbj¯ 'm`ld bg`mfdc enq rdbtqhsx qd`rnmr(+23 April 2021. 
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 Images showing some of the destruction caused by clashes in the village of Koshin in 2020 © Private. 

 

4.3 HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY THE 
CAMEROONIAN DEFENCE AND SECURITY FORCES  

The Cameroonian defence and security forces have been responsible for numerous human rights violations, 
including unlawful killings, rapes, tortures, destructions, arbitrary detentions. These violations continued after 
the Ngarbuh massacre on 14 February 2020, during which 21 people, including 13 children,144 were killed 
by the military and members of militias, and which had prompted international outrage and a response from 
the UN Secretary-General.145 

The cases presented in this section are some of those documented by Amnesty International, committed 
mostly by the army. Many other violations, including cases of torture and other ill-treatment, have also been 
documented by international146 and national147 human rights organizations.  

4.3.1 UNLAWFUL KILLINGS AND DESTRUCTION OF HOMES  
 

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY IN MBVEH, KUMBO CITY, KUMBO CENTRAL SUBDIVISION, BUI DIVISION, 

MARCH 2023 
Members of the Cameroonian army destroyed homes and shops in the Ta Mbveh market in the city of 
Kumbo on 29 March 2023, according to six victims and witnesses interviewed by Amnesty International,148 
video and pictures149 showing the destruction (see below), satellite images analysed by the organization (see 
below), and media reports.150 

 
144 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®B`ldqnnm9 1 Xd`qr Nm+ L`rr`bqd Uhbshlr @v`hs Itrshbd¯+ 03 Edaqt`qx 1/11+
www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/14/cameroon-2-years-massacre-victims-await-justice 
145 Tmhsdc M`shnmr+ ®Rdbqds`qx-General Expresses Concern over Reported Killing of Civilh`mr+ hmbktchmf Bghkcqdm+ hm B`ldqnnm­r Mnqsg-West 
Qdfhnm¯+ 06 Edaqt`qx 1/1/+ gssor9..oqdrr-tm-nqf.dm.1/1/.rfrl08867-cnb-gsl 
146 Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®B`ldqnnm9 Qntshmd Snqstqd+ Hmbnlltmhb`cn Cdsdmshnm¯+ 5 L`x 1/08+ vv-gqv-nqf.mdvr.1/08./4./5.b`ldqnnm-
routine-torture-incommunicado-detention 
147 BGQC@+ ®B`ldqnnm9 @tsgnqhshdr ltrs gnkc ` lhkhs`qx kd`cdq hm sgd Rntsgvdrs Qdfhnm `bbntms`akd enq snqstqd¯+ 11 Mnudladq 1/11+ 
https://www.chrda.org/cameroon-authorities-must-hold-a-military-leader-in-the-southwest-region-accountable-for-torture/ 
148 Interviews in person with six victims and witnesses, 6 April 2023, Kumbo. All names changed for security reasons. 
149 On file with Amnesty International. 
150 Lhlh Lden Hmen+ ®Lhkhs`qx q`yd rgnor hm Jtlan `esdq cd`ckx Rdo`q`shrs `ss`bj¯+ 18 L`qbg 1/12+ gssor9..lhlhldenhmenr-bnl.lhkhs`qx-raze-
shops-in-kumbo-after-deadly-separatist-attack/ 


















































