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Madam President

Amnesty International welcomes Somalia’s engagement in the UPR process and its acceptance of 246
out of 273 recommendations.! The ongoing conflict between the government, its regional and
international partners and Al-Shabaab continues to have devastating impact on the civilian population.
We welcome Somalia’s acceptance of recommendations? to intensify efforts to combat impunity and
to finalize the establishment and operationalization of the Somalia National Human Rights Commission.

Amnesty International has documented how freedom of expression and media freedom has
deteriorated dramatically since 2017.3 We welcome Somalia’s acceptance of recommendations* to
operationalize the prosecutor for crimes against journalists and revise the problematic provisions in the
new media law, the penal code, and all other laws that impede freedom of expression and media
freedom.

Madam President

We welcome Somalia’s acceptance of recommendations to strengthen its social programmes and
policies on health.> Amnesty International has documented how the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic in early 2020 exposed and exacerbated these pre-existing broader structural issues facing the
country’s healthcare system®. Now that Somalia is eligible for debt relief, we call on the federal
government to allocate a sufficient portion of any debt relief proceeds and new grants to improving the
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right to health.

We welcome Somalia’s acceptance of recommendations’ to enact laws and regulations that prohibit all
forms of violence against women and girls. However, we remain concerned that despite similar
commitments in its previous UPR, such laws have not been passed. Instead, the federal parliament has
introduced the “Sexual Intercourse Related Crimes Bill” that contains disturbing provisions breaching
international law and regional standards, including some provisions that may allow child marriages. We
urge Somalia to immediately scrap the proposed “Sexual Intercourse Related Crimes Bill” and ensure
that any law that is introduced prohibits all forms of violence against women and girls and is in
conformity with international law and regional standards relating to rape and other forms of sexual
violence.

We regret Somalia’s rejection of the recommendations® to abolish the death penalty and urge that this
position be reconsidered.

Thank you.
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