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Haiti: The spectres of Duvalierism once again try to “kill the truth”

Jean-Claude Duvalier’s lawyers and a dozen of his supporters tried to gag Amnesty
International and Haitian journalists during the presentation of the organization’s report 'You
cannot kill the truth': The case against Jean-Claude Duvalier, on 22 September in Port-au-
Prince.

The press conference organized by Amnesty International was interrupted several times and
took place in a tense atmosphere with Duvalier’s supporters refusing to enter into a genuine
dialogue with the organization’s delegates once the event had finished.

The journalists who were present at the press conference were prevented from carrying out
their work in acceptable conditions and the victims of Duvalier who were present were
intimidated and harassed by the supporters of the former dictator; most felt forced to leave the
room due to fear for their security.

Amnesty International deplores these events which the organization considers to be an attack
on freedom of expression and assembly. This type of pressure and intimidation which has been
exerted on victims and the judicial authorities since the start of the criminal investigation
against Jean-Claude Duvalier is totally unacceptable.

Amnesty International calls on supporters of Jean-Claude Duvalier and the persons supposedly
representing him to respect the rights of those who are demanding justice and the end of
impunity in Haiti.

Amnesty International has denounced human rights violations throughout the Duvalier regime
and will continue to do so until victims obtain justice and reparation. The organization reminds
the Haitian government of its obligations under international law to lead a serious investigation
into allegations of crimes against humanity perpetrated in Haiti under Jean-Claude Duvalier
and bring those responsible to justice.

About Amnesty International

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million supporters, members and
activists in more than 150 countries and territories who campaign to end grave abuses of
human rights.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest or religion and
are funded mainly by our membership and public donations.



For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact:

In Haiti: James Burke, +509 46194717 / +44 7778 472 188 or james.burke@amnesty.org
In London: Josefina Salomon, +44 7778 472 116 or jsalomon@amnesty.org
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