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TO:  HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
FROM:  AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

APPEAL FOR ACTION 
RE: DEATH FOLLOWING ALLEGED POLICE ASSAULT IN CUBA 
Amnesty International is seriously concerned over the death of Juan Wilfredo Soto García, who died in hospital on 8 
May 2011 in the Cuban city of Santa Clara, three days after he was reportedly beaten during his arrest by police 
officers in a public park. 
 
Juan Wilfredo Soto García, 46, belonged to the unrecognized opposition organization Foro Antitotalitario Unido, 
(United Anti-totalitarian Forum) and he had previously been imprisoned for 12 years for his political activities. 
According to testimonies gathered by Amnesty International, on Thursday 5 May 2011 at approximately 9am, two 
national police officers reportedly approached Soto García in Leoncio Vidal Park, asked him for his ID and then asked 
him to leave the park. After refusing to comply and protesting verbally against the expulsion, he was allegedly cuffed 

with his hands behind his back then beaten with batons.  
 
Juan Wilfredo Soto García was arrested and detained at a police station, then hospitalised later that day. He was 
released from hospital the same afternoon only to return the following day, complaining of severe back pain. He was 
then admitted to the Intensive Care Unit and died in the early hours of Sunday morning, 8 May.   
 
A local source told Amnesty International that, by chance, he met Soto García as he was going to the hospital on 5 May. 
According to the source, Soto García said “I just got a beating in the park with batons and I’ve got a very sore back. 
These people killed me.” Hospital sources have reportedly stated he died from acute pancreatitis, a condition which 
can be triggered by abdominal trauma and commonly causes severe back pain. Juan Wilfredo Soto García is known to 
have had several pre-existing medical conditions, including gout, hypertension, diabetes and cardiovascular problems 
and it is unclear whether his death was directly linked to beatings sustained while in police custody.  
 
Amnesty International has received contradictory information regarding the incidents that led to Juan Wilfredo Soto 
García’s death and therefore is calling for a thorough investigation to determine what happened to him in the park, at 
the police station, and at the hospital.  
 
Amnesty International is calling on the Cuban authorities to account for the death of Juan Wilfredo Soto García and to 
investigate the role of police officers during this detention in Leoncio Vidal Park. 
 
PLEASE WRITE IMMEDIATELY:  
 Explaining that you are a health professional concerned about human rights; 
 Calling on Cuban authorities to immediately open an independent and impartial investigation into the 
circumstances and cause of Juan Wilfredo Soto García’s death;  
 Urging the authorities to ensure that investigations are undertaken in accordance with international standards on 
unexpected deaths such as the UN Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and 
Summary Executions, 1989.  
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Please Send Appeals BEFORE 06 July 2011 TO: 
 
Head of State and Government 
Raúl Castro Ruz 
Presidente 
La Habana, Cuba 
Email: r_castro@cuba.gov.cu  
Salutation: Su Excelencia/ Your 
Excellency 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry of Foreign affairs 
Bruno Rodríguez Parilla 
Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores 
Ministerio de Relaciones 
Exteriores 
La Habana 
Cuba 
Fax: +53 7 8333085 (via Foreign 
Ministry);) 
Email: 
cubaminrex@minrex.gov.cu 
 

Copy to: 
Representatives of Cuba at the UN,  
In New York: cuba@un.int 
Fax: +1 212 779 1697  
In Geneva: 
embacubaginebra@missioncuba.ch  
Fax: +41 22 758 9431 

 
 

IF YOU RECEIVE NO REPLY WITHIN SIX WEEKS OF SENDING YOUR LETTER, PLEASE SEND A FOLLOW-UP LETTER SEEKING A RESPONSE. 
PLEASE SEND COPIES OF ANY LETTERS YOU RECEIVE TO THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT, ATTENTION OF THE HEALTH TEAM, 1 
EASTON STREET, LONDON WC1X 0DW OR E-MAIL: health@amnesty.org    
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